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:'    (Li  c,  a^-klnj,  for  sucli  ansuc:  ^  a^^  I  rna\'  be  ahle  u    /ive  in 
';  ."ci.-  t  t'>  the  <,,i'ly  settlement  o(  Tc»\va,  both  before  aixl  .tth-r 
,    ■'■•.' ^i  IP    i^  one  of  tlie  Sta-'^^  o!  i\\r  Uiiio^^        lo  iiiany  of 
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T  \'c\i    M-  tor  the  piii[>n.se  \  ou  have  in  eo;U'  •  'pratiou.      !)iu 
-;•  /: m  to -^onie  items   reteM'in;^  to   in-n  <in(l   iliui^s  in  ihc 
«5  . .  I  Vc    hi  Ue,    i    nun   be   at)\    to   .say  soniethine.   W'>''th\     i 
I   '.    -n    ;  o'jr  collect!*  n.      My   pt  '   "  nal    knoulen<';    dT   H)\s,;\ 
.t     '   lOt"!  in   iNp|.  wliei:  I  fir>t  -et  '.»ot  U]M)n  ht  r  s  -ii 
X     .     \«.,'>   then    I  eo.aitry  f»r   '  nia-!'ih(  c  nt   tli>lan'<'S,     with 
,r .   of  Tr.^.ni   for  a.il   uh)  u?.ie  then  there,  and  fiS"  th"  thou 
I     1     w'-'    \ .  :re   to   te!I{n\.      It    n.ay  be   of  some   i'lte-st   t) 
t     .1:0   iitay  occ'ipy  b,ua  soil   in   ti't   y**a.'.s  of  the  eo-niin^:^ 
'.  i"   Lri    \v  TtM  .nul   7t //;  v   certain  things  \vere  dt^ne,  anii 
i.,...i  »  f    ^wHie  naiiies  of  soHie  piace^, 
^    ,•  •    -'sN'iian    -ay^    iiKtt    "the    lUaek    Hawk   p'.'-*  na.-'   wa- 
il  i'it.>  tAo  t  o«  .'Ui''^,  '  aiui  that  a   lau    be^hinin;^  on  the 
jppi  ki\crat    K"^  .    l-land,  .uicl  exi^^ndinj^    Aest  to  tht 
-•>•       Ki  'er   tii.  i<Ietl  them,     'i  ht  north  sitk:  ^^f  this  I'ne  \v;..\ 
I  i.ian  Tow  n.-^hip  and    hubiujut^  t'ount)  "     And  tl:  i* 
•  vr!     ^.ti'jot  tills  line  was  called  "Flint   IFl's  Tounsji'p 
'    l>.'     Mojn.'s   rn;inty.''     'I  he  /•^ir/i  M..dl   vilki^e,  nou    tlie 
*     »^:  1 )   v v-np'^'t.  A'P.s  in  the  latter  jurisi-ietion 

il.-    t(»,jnder^   oi  the   cit>'  *»f  Davenport    A'ere  Antome   Le 
,.•    c  a:ul  C'ol   Davenport;  the  uamer  f'jrnish'cl  tlu   land,  a'.<. 
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Vol.1.,  No.  i.  Dks  Moines,  Iowa,  April,  18tt3.         Third  Skries. 


RECOLLECTIONS   OF  IOWA    MEN   AND   AFFAIRS. 


BY    HIRAM    PRICE. 


I  am  in  receipt  of  your  printed  circular,  and  letter  of  a  re- 
cent date,  asking  for  such  answers  as  I  may  be  able  to  give  in 
reference  to  the  early  settlement  of  Iowa,  both  before  and  after 
her  admission  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  To  many  of 
these  questions  I  am  unable  to  give  such  answers  as  would  be 
of  much  use  for  the  purpose  you  have  in  contemplation.  But 
in  relation  to  some  items  referring  to  men  and  things  in  the 
Hawkeye  State,  I  may  be  able  to  say  something  worthy  a 
place  in  your  collection.  My  personal  knowledge  of  Iowa 
commenced  in  1844,  when  I  first  set  foot  upon  her  soil. 

Iowa  was  then  a  country  of  "  magnificent  distances,"  with 
plenty  of  room  for  all  who  were  then  there,  and  for  the  thou- 
sands who  were  to  follow.  It  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
those  who  may  occupy  Iowa  soil  in  ti\r  years  of  the  coming 
future,  to  know  why  and  when  certain  things  were  done,  and 
the  origin  of  some  names  of  some  places. 

One  historian  says  that  "  the  Black  Hawk  purchase  was 
divided  into  two  counties,"  and  that  a  line  beginning  on  the 
Mississippi  River  at  Rock  Island,  and  extending  west  to  the 
Missouri  River,  divided  them.  The  north  side  of  this  line  was 
called  "Julian  Township  and  Dubuque  County."  And  that 
the  south  side  of  this  line  was  called  "  Flint  Hills  Township 
and  Des  Moines  County."  The  then  small  village,  now  the 
city  of  Davenport,  was  in  the  latter  jurisdiction. 

The  founders  of  the  city  of  Davenport  were  Antoine  Le 
Claire  and  Col.  Davenport ;  the  former  furnished  the  land,  and 
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the  latter  the  name.   "  'Twas  ever  thus  since  childhood^s  hour" ; 
one  man  sows  and  another  reaps. 

The  selection  and  location  of  the  county  seat  for  this  county 
was  the  cause  of  much  friendly  strife,  and  some  strife  not  so- 
friendly.  The  small  village  of  Rockingham,  a  few  miles  below 
Davenport,  was  ambitious  for  this  distinction.  Rockinghanr> 
was  on  the  Mississippi  River,  immediately  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Rock  River,  and  the  citizens  of  that  place  claimed  that 
Rock  River  was  navigable  for  steamboats  for  more  than  20a 
miles  toward  Chicago,  and  that  because  of  this  fact  Rocking- 
ham was  a  very  desirable  location  for  a  county  seat.  The 
contest  over  this  county  seat  question  was  warm  and  exciting^ 
and  charges  of  fraud,  bribery  and  other  unfair  means  to  secure 
success  were  freely  indulged  in  by  the  contestants  on  either 
side.  The  location  of  this  county  seat  was  to  be  decided  by 
the  voters  of  the  county,  at  an  election  to  be  held  fibr  that  pur- 
pose,  and  consequently  the  friends  of  each  location  were  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  secure  votes  somehmv,  somewhere,  so  as 
to  win.  It  is  said  (but  for  the  truth  of  which  I  do  not  vouch), 
that  both  Rockingham  and  Davenport  had  seven  hundred 
more  citizens  and  voters  on  the  day  of  election  than  for  seven, 
years  thereafter! 

The  active  participants  in  this  county  seat  war  were  all  men. 
of  considerable  note  in  their  day  and  generation. 

Possibly  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  place  on  record  the  names- 
of  some  of  the  2p*noi^al  actors  in  this  memorable  contest, 
nearly  all  of  whom*  have  passed  into  **  the  beyond'*  where  there 
are  no  county  seat  questions  to  cause  rivalry  or  contention. 

On  the  Davenport  side  of  the  controversy  were  G.  C.  R. 
Mitchell,  George  L.  Davenport,  Levi  S.Colton,  D.  C.  El- 
dridge,  Antoine  Le  Claire  and  James  McIn»to.sh.  On  the  Rock- 
ingham side  were  Dr.  E.  S.  Barrows,  Willard  Barrows,  Geo. 
B.  Sargent,  John  Sullivan,  Ebenezer  Cook  and  John  P.  Cook. 

On  canvassing  the  votes  Davenport  appeared  to  have  a 
majority  and  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  the  county  seat^ 
and  has  remained  so  ever  since,  and  is  now  an  incorporated  city 
of  some  30,000  or  40,000  inhabitants  with  churches,  schools, 
banks  and  manufacturing  establishments  of  various  kinds,  with. 
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railroad  communications  east,  west,  north  and  south.  Rock- 
ingham has  long  since  ceased  to  be  enumerated  in  the  list  of 
towns  or  cities. 

As  already  intimated,  my  personal  knowledge  of  Iowa  and 
the  men  and  measures,  moral,  social  and  political,  of  her  citi- 
zens commenced  in  1844  when  I  first  set  foot  upon  her  soiL 
Davenport,  where  I  first  landed  and  where  I  lived  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  fortune  or  fete  landed  me  in  Washington,, 
was  my  home  during  all  those  years.  What  is  now  the  city 
of  Davenport  was  then  a  very  small  village,  beautiful  for  loca- 
tion but  sleeping  a  Rip  Van  Winkle  slumber.  Communica- 
tion with  the  outer  world  was  only  possible  by  river,  when  not 
frozen  in  the  winter,  or  rendered  unnavigable  in  summer  by 
rocks  at  low  water  on  the  upper  and  lower  rapids.  These 
rocks  gave  occasion  for  several  meetings  to  devise  ways  and 
means  for  the  improvement  of  river  navigation.  Sometimes 
over  one  hundred  delegates  being  present  from  Burlington^ 
Muscatine,  Dubuque  and  Davenport.  One  of  these  meetings 
was  held  at  Davenport  in  the  summer  of  1846  (I  think),  but 
about  all  that  was  done  at  any  of  these  gatherings  was  to  make 
speeches,  pass  resolutions,  relate  anecdotes  and  have  a  good 
time  generally.  But  the  rocks  were  not  disturbed.  They  were 
old  settlers.  They  had  been  there  since  the  first  "morning 
stars  sang  together"  and  they  did  not  propose  to  be  disturbed 
by  long  speeches  or  resolutions  upon  paper.  And  many  times 
since  then  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  resolutions  are  pow- 
erless either  to  move  rocks  or  to  make  political  parties  virtuous. 

In  1844  Davenport  seemed  to  be,  if  not  the  outer  edge  of 
civilization,  very  near  to  it.  The  "noble  red  man"  lingered 
in  the  vicinity,  painted  his  face,  smoked  his  kinekenik,  drank 
what  fire  water  he  could  procure,  wrapped  himself  in  his 
blanket,  and  strutted  in  fancied  independence  as  the  only  true 
type  of  nature's  nobleman. 

Wheat  in  those  days  at  Davenport  was  worth  to  the  farmer 
from  35  to  40  cents  per  bushel,  corn  10  cents,  potatoes  5  to 
12^  cents,  pork  $1.50  to  $2  per  100  pounds,  quails  37^ 
cents  per  dozen,  and  as  a  general  rule  all  payable  in  trade.  In 
those  days  labor  was  plenty  and  cheap.      Money  was  scarce 
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and  dear.  The  law  of  supply  and  demand  regulated  both,  and 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  much  complaint  of  a  serious 
character.  Men  sold  their  labor,  or  the  product  of  their  labor, 
for  the  best  price  they  could  get,  and  if  from  either  of  these 
sources  one  could  save  a  dollar,  he  was  allowed  to  lend  it  to 
another  for  such  return  for  its  use  as  was  mutually  agreed 
upon.  I  have  myself  paid  20  per  cent  for  money,  and  by  care- 
ftil  and  judicious  investment  made  more  out  of  it  than  the  per- 
son of  whom  I  borrowed  it  The  days  were  longer  then  than 
now,  and  that,  too,  without  any  Joshua  to  make  the  sun  stand 
still.  In  those  days  men  could  work  12  or  15  hours  a  day 
and  be  considered  good  citizens,  and  nobody  thought  of  look- 
ing in  a  law  book  to  find  out  how  many  hours  he  dare  work. 
But  I  have  probably  said  as  much  on  this  line  as  is  advisable 
in  a  communication  of  this  kind. 

In  the  days  of  which  I  am  speaking,  and  in  the  locality  I 
am  trying  to  describe,  fish  and  potatoes  -^^x^  plenty  and  cheap, 
and  were  staple  articles  of  commerce.  Fish  is  said  to  be 
good  food  for  the  brain,  and  potatoes  for  the  accumulation  of 
adipose,  and  so  may  have  been  good  substitutes  for  the  "milk 
and  honey"  which  were  said  to  be  abundant  in  a  certain  land 
spoken  of  in  an  old  Book  (not  as  much  read  as  it  should  be). 

A  few  words  in  reference  to  my  personal  experience  will 
demonstrate  what  I  mean  by  "plenty  and  cheap."  One  day  in 
the  summer  of  1845  a  man  came  to  my  house,  which  was  then 
on  Front  street,  near  to  the  river,  and  inquired  if  I  would  buy 
a  catfish.  Now  what  knowledge  I  had  had  in  reference  to  that 
species  of  the  finny  tribe  was  confined  to  specimens  about  6 
or  8  inches  long  taken  from  the  waters  of  the  "  Blue  Juniata,*' 
and  were  considered  as  fairly  good  "pan  fish"  for  food.  I 
asked  him  where  his  fish  were,  to  which  he  replied :  "//  is 
down  there  by  my  skiff  in  the  river."  I  said  "  Bring  it  up  and 
ril  look  at  it."  "But,"  said  he,  "//  is  too  heavy  for  one  man  to 
carry."  So  I  went  to  the  river  with  him  to  see  what  kind  of  a 
fish  he  had  that  he  could  not  carry,  and  there  in  the  water, 
tied  with  a  rope  to  the  stern  of  the  skiff,  was,  as  the  darkies 
5ay,  a  "shure  nuff"  catfish  of  a  size  that  astonished  me.     The 
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price  asked  was  62  J^  cents  (there  were  no  dimes  in  those 
days.)  I  purchased  it  and  we  dragged  it  up  to  my  house,  and 
in  order  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  and  also  to  be  certain  of  tell- 
ing the  truth  when  relating  this  ''fish  storyl'  we  weighed  it 
and  found  its  weight  to  be  just  105  pounds!  T  had  it  cleaned 
and  dressed  in  regulation  order.  Salted  it  away  in  a  vessel, 
changed  the  brine  on  it  twice  in  the  next  24  hours,  then  took 
a  fair-sized  piece,  had  it  carefully  and  properly  cooked,  took 
one  bite,  and  threw  the  whole  cargo  into  the  river.  I  had  often 
heard  it  said  that  if  a  little  was  good  a  larger  quantity  was 
better.  But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  the  rule  does  not  hold 
good  when  applied  to  catfish.  A  small  one  is  fairly  good  for 
food,  but  a  large  one  is  abominable.  So  much  for  fish.  Now 
about  potatoes.  In  the  fall  of  1846  I  purchased  500  bushels 
of  very  fine  potatoes  at  12^  cents  per  bushel,  intending  to 
keep  them  until  spring  and  then  ship  them  to  St.  Louis ;  and 
in  the  spring  I  did  sack  and  ship  375  bushels  and  the  pro- 
ceeds did  not  quite  pay  the  freight  and  charges.  The  other 
125  bushels  I  gave  to  a  man  provided  he  would  at  his  own 
expense  remove  them  from  my  premises.  In  both  these  trans- 
actions the  balance  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  cash  account. 
But  the  lesson  was  of  use  to  me  in  the  years  which  followed, 
particularly  when  dealing  in  fish  and  potatoes.  In  those  days 
in  Iowa,  dry  goods  stores  sold  groceries,  hardware,  queens- 
ware,  boots  and  shoes  and  whisky.  I  had  taken  with  me  to 
Iowa  a  small  stock  of  general  merchandise,  but  no  whisky,  and 
was  told  by  my  customers  that  I  need  not  hope  to  succeed  in 
business  there,  unless  I  added  whisky  to  my  stock  in  trade. 
But  I  lived  long  enough  to  demonstrate  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned  that  they  were  mistaken,  and  that  it  was 
possible  for  a  man  to  live  and  enjoy  good  health  and  a  reason- 
able degree  of  financial  prosperity  without  either  selling  or 
drinking  whisky.  All  of  my  competitors  in  business  in  those 
days  differed  with  me  on  this  question,  and  all  of  them  are 
dead  except  one,  and  most  of  them  died  bankrupt.  The  out- 
look for  financial  success  or  the  securing  of  bonanzas  of  wealth 
in   Iowa  in  those  days  was  by  no  means  luminously  encour- 
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aging.      But  we  remembered   it   had   been   said   by   Bishop 

Berkeley,  that 

"  In  happy  climes  the  seat  of  innocence, 
Where  nature  guides  and  virtue  rules. 
Where  men  shall  not  impose  for  truth  and  sense 
The  pedantry  of  courts  and  schools." 

And  we  who  occupied  the  sun-down  side  of  the  "  Father  of 

Waters"  believed  that  this  was  the  "happy   clime"  because 

this  same  bishop  had  said  in  connection  with  the  above — 

*•  Westward  the  course  of  Empire  lakes  its  way." 

(Allow  me  to  say  here,  parenthetically,  that  I  am  aware  that 
most  people  say  "  star  of  empire,"  but  Bishop  Berkeley  said 
'^course  of  empire','  and  I  do  not  propose  to  change  his  words 
without  his  consent.) 

I  remember  no  event  of  sufficient  public  importance  in  Scott 
county  to  entitle  it  to  be  recorded  in  the  **  Historical  Depart- 
ment of  Iowa"  until  the  summer  of  1853.  Early  in  that  year 
there  was  a  general  awakening  as  to  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  some  means  of  communication  with  the  balance  of 
mankind. 

A  railroad  was  then  in  course  of  construction  from  Chicago 
westward,  and  we  hoped  to  induce  the  eastern  capitalists  who 
were  building  that  road  to  have  it  strike  the  Mississippi  River 
in  Illinois  opposite  the  town  of  Davenport,  and  then  if  possible 
have  it  continued  west  from  there  to  Council  Bluffs  on  the 
Missouri  River.  In  furtherance  of  this  plan,  a  conference  was 
held  at  Davenport,  between  the  eastern  railroad  men  and  some 
of  the  citizens  of  Iowa,  the  first  week  in  August,  1853,  and  I 
was  persuaded  to  undertake  the  task  of  canvassing  the  State  on 
the  line  of  the  proposed  road  across  Iowa,  on  a  line  as  nearly 
direct  as  possible  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs.  My 
special  business  was  to  see  the  people  at  their  homes  or  at 
their  places  of  business,  and  where  practicable  call  public  meet- 
ings at  different  points  along  the  contemplated  line  of  the  road, 
and  to  so  present  the  advantages  to  result  from  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  as  to  interest  them  in  the  enterprise.  By 
agreement  I  was  to  continue  in  this  work  along  the  line  of  the 
proposed  road  for  sixty  days.     My  experience  during  those 
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sixty  days,  between  the  1 2th  of  August  and  the  1 2th  of  Octo- 
ber, was  not  such  as  to  make  me  anxious  to  renew  it. 

One  of  the  surprises  with  which  I  met  was  the  large  number 
of  people  on  that  proposed  line  of  road  who  had  never  seen  a 
railroad,  end  many  of  whom  did  not  seem  to  have  any  wish  to 
see  one.  This  was  to  me  a  strange  idea,  and  one  that  rendered 
my  task  more  difficult,  because  when  men  are  satisfied  with 
their  condition  and  surroundings,  it  is  very  difficult  to  induce 
them  to  change  them.  I  could  only  account  for  these  strange 
notions  on  the  supposition  that  this  class  of  persons  had  read 
and  were  in  sympathy  with  the  man  described  by  Pollock  in 
his  "  Course  of  Time," 

**  Who  thought  the  moon  that  nightly  o'er  him  rolled 
No  larger  than  his  father's  shield ; 
Lived  where  his  father  lived,  died  where  he  died, 
Lived  happy,  died  happy,  and  was  saved." 

And  inasmuch  as  this  had  been  the  result  in  his  case  they 
were  willing  to  take  their  chances  with  him  in  this  world  and 
in  the  next.  When  I  told  them  that  with  a  railroad  the  pro- 
duct of  their  farms  would  be  worth  from  50  to  lOO  per  cent 
more  than  without  one,  they  simply  disposed  of  the  case  in  a 
summary  manner  by  informing  me  in  a  manner  more  energetic 
than  polite  that  I  was  not  telling  the  truth.  One  case  of  this 
kind  which  occurred  in  Des  Moines  is  a  fair  sample  of  several 
others.  I  had  called  a  meeting  at  the  Court  House  one  night 
to  present  the  enterprise  to  the  citizens. 

The  Court  House  at  that  time  was  not  a  palatial  structure. 
The  meeting  was  held  on  the  ground  floor,  which  I  believe  was 
the  court  room.  The  weather  was  warm,  the  windows  were 
all  raised,  and  those  who  could  not  find  room  on  the  inside 
crowded  the  windows  on  the  outside  and  were  attentive  listen- 
ers. While  I  was  making  the  best  presentation  of  my  case 
that  I  could  truthfully  do,  and  trying  to  persuade  the  people 
that  a  railroad  to  Des  Moines  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  all 
concerned,  some  man  on  the  outside,  who  must  have  been  a 
near  relative  of  Ananias,  crowded  his  way  to  the  window,  list- 
ened for  a  tew  moments,  and  then  turning  away  said  to  those 
on  the  outside,  "  Oh !  that  is  Judge  Rice  who  is  speaking,  and 
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he  is  the  greatest  liar  in  the  State  of  Iowa."  My  name  was 
not  Rice  and  the  title  of  Judge  did  not  belong  to  me,  but  it 
answered  the  purpose  of  the  anti-railroad  men,  and  was  a 
"good  enough  Morgan"  for  the  time.  This  is  a  sample  of  the 
manner  in  which  my  mission  was  received  in  what  is  now  the 
city  of  Des  Moines,  and  a  great  railroad  center  for  the  State  of 
Iowa  and  of  the  Northwest.  The  crucial  test  of  time  and 
trial  has  relegated  the  obstructionists  and  dwellers  in  "  Sleepy 
Hollow*'  to  the  rear  of  the  army  of  progress.  Only  ii)  a  very 
few  instances  did  a  little  sunshine  of  encouragement  fleck  my 
pathway  while  on  this  railroad  mission,  but  even  a  very  little 
was  gratefully  received.  I  give  one  such  case:  I  reached 
Council  Bluffs  on  Saturday,  which  I  think  was  the  20th  of 
August,  and  at  a  meeting  that  night,  after  I  had  made  the  best 
presentation  of  my  case  of  which  I  was  capable,  without  the 
slightest  token  of  appreciation  or  approval,  I  sat  down  feeling 
that  (in  the  language  of  the  colored  brother  in  reference  to  his 
prayer)  I  had  had  **my  labor  for  my  reward,"  and  that  the 
people  of  Council  Bluffs  did  not  think  a  railroad  of  much  con- 
sequence, but  rather  an  unjustifiable  interference  with  the 
Divine  plan,  and  therefore  not  to  be  encouraged  because  when 
the  Supreme  Architect  finished  the  world  He  pronounced  it 
good  without  a  railroad. 

However,  while  such  thoughts  as  these  were  passing  rapidly 
through  my  mind  a  gentleman  in  one  of  the  back  seats  arose 
and  broke  the  (to  me)  awful  silence,  in  a  speech  not  longer 
than  a  Lacedemonian  letter,  which  gave  me  some  hope  that 
possibly  all  was  not  lost. 

His  speech  was  neither  long,  learned,  nor  classic,  but  it 
seemed  to  inspire  in  me  a  hope  that  possibly  my  mission  might 
not  result  in  a  total  failure.  Many  things  in  my  past  life  that 
I  ought  to  remember  have  been  forgotten.  But  that  speech  I 
never  will  forger,  and  I  here  and  n<nv  place  it  on  record  as 
some  encouragement  for  those  who  may  be  called  upon  in  the 
future  to  lead  forlorn  hopes.  It  was  as  follows  :  '*  My  friends, 
I  have  listened  to  this  man's  railroad  speech,  and  while  I  am 
free  to  confess  that  I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  the  practicabilit}' 
of  the  project,  yet  it  may  be  wise  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and 
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possibly  some  day  we  may  see  the  locomotive  coming  across 
these  prairies  head  and  tail  up  like  a  bedbug."  That  was  his 
speech,  and  it  is  very  safe  to  say  that  it  was  original.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  afterwards  met  this  man  at  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  when  the  road  was  finished  to  that  place,  and  the 
iron  horse  was  there  to  speak  for  himself 

The  Iowa  of  to-day  is  very  different  from  the  Iowa  of  1844 
and  1853.  Now  a  magnificent  bridge  spans  the  Mississippi 
River  at  Davenport  and  another  the  Missouri  River  at  Council 
Bluffs,  making  connections  with  railroads  east  and  west  that 
unite  with  bands  of  iron  the  states  of  the  rising  and  the  setting 
sun.  Farms,  villages,  towns  and  cities  have  sprung  up  and 
flourished  where  40  years  ago  the  prairie  wolf  held  undisputed 
sway,  and  on  beyond  the  sun-down  boundary  of  Iowa  the 
iron  horse  speeds  in  his  onward  course,  proclaiming  the  march 
of  empire  toward  the  setting  sun,  and  Iowa  has  become  the 
half-way  house  between  the  rock -bound  coast  of  the  Atlantic 
and  the  golden  sands  of  the  Pacific. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Iowa  whose  names  ought  not  and 
will  not  be  forgotten  are  those  of  Gov.  Kirkwood  and  Gen. 
N.  B.  Baker.  The  first  is  familiarly  and  affectionately  remem- 
bered by  all  Iowa  people  as  the  "old  war  Governor."  A  marv 
of  clear  head  and  kind  heart,  with  an  honesty  of  purpose  never 
questioned,  that  ever  guided  him  in  all  his  movements  in  pub- 
lic and  in  private  life.  Cool  and  deliberate,  and  aiming  to  be 
just  to  all  parties,  his  counsel  in  all  public  matters  was  sought 
and  relied  upon  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  in  public 
affairs.  As  one  of  the  directors  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  (a 
bank  which  gave  the  State  a  safe  and  reliable  currency  and 
never  failed),  he  was  careful,  industrious  and  painstaKing  in  see- 
ing that  the  interests  of  all  concerned  were  carefully  guarded. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  board,  whether  general  or  special, 
his  presence  could  always  be  counted  on  to  aid  by  his  advice 
in  the  direction  of  its  affairs. 

As  Governor,  during  the  stormy  days  of  the  Southern  Rebel- 
lion, when  wild  war's  deadly  blast  was  spreading  death  and 
desolation  over  the  land,  and  when  men  and  money  were  abso- 
lute necessities  to  stay  the  desolating  sweep  of  the  simoom  of 
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treason,  the  Governor,  without  any  of  the  means  and  appliances 
of  war  to  rely  upon,  and  with  a  State  treasury  as  empty  as  a 
church  contribution  box,  managed  to  promptly  put  three  regi- 
ments of  Iowa  troops  in  the  field  in  answer  to  the  first  call  of 
the  President  for  90  days'  men.  And  again,  a  few  months 
later,  when  it  had  been  demonstrated  that  90  days  was  not  the 
end,  but  only  the  beginning,  of  the  simoom  of  attempted  rule 
or  ruin  of  demagogues  and  traitors,  I  have  personal  and  some- 
what expensive  knowledge  of  how  and  zvhy  a  camp  was  estab- 
lished at  Davenport,  where  from  the  12th  day  of  August 
until  the  12th  of  November,  1861,  thousands  of  troops  of  infan- 
try and  cavalry  were  quartered  and  subsisted  without  any  aid 
or  assistance  of  any  kind  from  the  State  or  General  Govern- 
ment. All  these  things,  which  were  contributmg  forces  in  the 
colossal  structure  of  a  restored  Union,  either  do  not  appear  in 
the  National  Records,  or  are  only  referred  to  in  an  indefinite 
or  incidental  manner. 

But  the  particulars,  the  embarrassments  and  discouragements^ 
financial  and  otherwise,  that  had  to  be  met  to  accomplish  this 
work  will  never  be  fully  known  or  appreciated,  except  by  those 
who  were  the  personal  actors  in  accomplishing  the  work. 
How  many  men  now  in  Iowa  know  that  3,000  muskets  sent 
by  the  General  Government  and  landed  at  Burlington  for  use 
to  repel  rebels  from  Missouri,  who  were  killing  and  stealing 
Iowa  cattle,  were  held  by  the  express  company  for  $900 
charges,  and  their  delivery  refused  until  the  charges  were 
paid  ?  And  how  many  know  of  the  bales  of  blankets  for  use 
of  Iowa  troops  landed  at  Davenport  and  held  for  ;|S500  charges 
until  payment  was  made  ?  And  how  many  know  ivho  paid 
all  these  charges  and  took  the  risk  of  reimbursement  ?  How 
many  know  who  furnished  the  ^33,000  paid  to  the  ist,  2d 
and  3d  Iowa  regiments,  when  neither  the  General  Government 
nor  the  State  of  Iowa  had  one  dollar  ?  All  these  things  and 
hundreds  of  others  of  a  similar  character  belong  to  the  un- 
written history  of  Iowa.  Governor  Kirkwood  probably  knows 
as  much  about  these  things  as  any  man  now  living,  and  some 
of  these  may  possibly  be  referred  to  in  his  history,  which  I 
understand  is  now  being  written.     The  Governor  was  a  prom- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


RECOLLECTIONS   OF    IOWA    MEN    AND   AFFAIRS.  I  I 

tnent  actor  in  the  successful  management  of  the  work  of  those 
days,  and  to  his  sagacity  in  selecting  men  to  aid  him  is  largely 
to  be  attributed  the  good  results  which  followed.  He  favored 
no  cliques  and  had  no  favorites  to  be  pensioned  at  public 
cxp)ense.  Honesty  and  capacity  were  the  only  prerequisites 
required.  He  believed  in  and  practiced  the  doctrine  expressed 
by  the  poet  who  said, 

"  A  wii's  a  feather,  and  a  chief  a  rod ; 
An  honest  man^s  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

N.  B.  Baker  was  Iowa's  Adjutant  General  during  the  war 
of  the  rebellion,  and  was  well  qualified  in  many  respects  for  the 
position,  and  in  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  that  office 
answered  in  some  respects  the  description  given  by  a  French 
historian  of  Marshal  Ney,  who  commanded  the  rear  guard  of 
the  royal  army,  in  that  disastrous  retreat  from  Russia  after 
the  burning  of  Moscow,  to  wit,  **  He  was  full  six  feet  high 
and  had  an  iron  frame." 

General  Baker  was  genial,  generous  and  intensely  enthusias- 
tic in  his  devotion  to  the  Union  cause,  and  in  his  love  for  "my 
boys,"  as  he  called  the  soldiers.  Honest  and  unselfish  in  all 
his  plans,  he  had  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  a  better  man  could  have  been  found  for  that 
office.  In  many  respects  he  was  very  different  in  his  make-up 
from  Gov.  Kirkwood.  But  the  Governor  might  have  said  of 
of  him  as  Napoleon  I  said  of  one  of  his  marshals  (Desaix,  I 
think),  "  When  with  me  he  was  my  right  arm." 

The  Iowa  soldiers  had  no  better  or  more  unselfish  friend 
than  Gen.  Baker,  and  all  of  them  who  came  within  his  influ- 
ence were  his  friends.  He  had,  so  far  as  I  know,  but  one  ene- 
my, and  that  was  himself  His  convivial  habits  undermined 
his  splendid  constitution,  and  his  iron  frame  succumbed  to  the 
insidious  destroyer,  resulting  in  the  sun  of  his  life  going  down 
when  only  a  little  past  the  meridian  hour.  I  have  a  personal 
knowledge  of  many  incidents  in  relation  to  his  habits  and  finan- 
cial transactions,  all  of  which  indicated  a  noble  nature,  and  a 
high  sense  of  honor,  but  which  I  am  probably  not  justified  in 
publishing  to  the  world. 

There  is  much  in  the  record  which  he  made  that  is  worthy 
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of  careful  consideration  by  some  who  may  read  these  lines,  and 
whose  personal  habits  may  be  similar  to  his.  Doubtless  all 
who  pass  the  spot  where  now  rests  all  that  was  mortal  of  N. 
B.  Baker  will  be  willing  to  say, 

"  Green  be  the  turf  above  ibee. 
Friend  of  my  better  days! 
None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee, 
None  named  thee  but  to  praise." 

And  so  I  close  this  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  two  of  my 
friends,  one  on  this  and  one  on  the  other  shore,  both  of  whom 
will  be  long  and  favorably  remembered  by  the  State  in  which 
they  lived  and  labored. 

One  of  the  important  facts  connected  with  the  early  history 
of  Iowa,  which  has,  and  is  now  attracting  much  attention  at 
home  and  abroad,  is  the  prohibitory  liquor  law.  Most  people 
know  something  about  Magna  Charta,  and  when  and  where 
and  why  the  people  of  England  obtained  that  charter  of  rights; 
but  a  great  many  people  do  not  know  how  and  ivheti  and  why 
Iowa  citizens  triumphed  over  the  whisky  barons,  by  securing 
the  passage  of  that  law  by  a  Democratic  Legislature.  It  may 
therefore  not  be  out  of  place  to  let  the  records  ot  the  '*  Histor- 
ical Department  of  Iowa"  show  that  the  first  law  of  that  kind 
that  the  State  had  was  conceived  and  put  in  proper  legal  form 
in  Davenport,  by  David  S.  True,  John  L.  Davies  and  one  other 
man.  No  other  person  than  these  three  had  anythmg  to  do 
with  originating  it.  True  and  Davies  have  long  since  crossed 
the  dark  river,  but  the  *'other  man"  is  still  on  the  time  side  of 
that  river,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  and  the  words  "  No  Sur- 
render" inscribed  upon  his  banner.    *     *     * 

I  give  in  these  pages  an  imperfectly  written  sketch  of  my 
experience  in  Des  Moines  nearly  40  years  ago,  when  it  was 
only  a  village  in  a  sparsely  settled  country,  and  when  a  large 
number  of  her  citizens  doubted  the  practicability  of  construct- 
ing a  railroad  through  the  State  of  Iowa.  Men  of  intelligence 
on  other  subjects  ridiculed  the  idea,  because,  as  one  prominent 
lawyer  in  Muscatine  said  at  one  of  our  public  meetings:  "  Iowa 
is  an  agricultural  State.  Her  principal  productions  are  wheat 
and  corn,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  live  stock  cannot  be  taken  to 
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an  eastern  market,  because  the  distance  is  too  great  to  carry 
them  on  cars.  And  flour  cannot  be  carried  such  a  distance 
on  a  railroad  without  shaking  the  barrels  to  pieces,  unless 
the  barrels  are  strong  and  heavy  as  pork  barrels,  and  that 
would  be  so  expensive  as  to  make  it  unprofitable. "  Allow 
mc  to  digress  a  moment  from  the  thread  of  my  statement 
to  say  (as  Paul  said  of  Alexander  the  coppersmith)  these 
lawyers  diil  me  and  my  case  "  much  evil,"  because  some 
people  think  that  because  a  man  is  learned  in  the  law  he 
necessarily  knows  everything  else.  They  seem  to  forget  the 
fact  that 

**  One  science  only  will  one  genius  fit, 
So  vast  is  art,  so  narrow  human  wit." 

The  argument  that  railroads  could  not  be   utilized  to  carr>' 

agricultural    products   to   an    eastern    market   was   the  most 

formidable   one    with    which    the    railroad  enterprise  of  that 

early  day  had  to  contend.     And  the  fact  of  these  objections 

coming    from  men  of  education   and  influence  in   the  State 

blocked  the  wheels  of  progress  and  emphasized  the  words 

of  one  who  said — 

**  Truths  would  you  teach,  to  save  a  sinking  land, 
All  fear,  none  aid  you,  and  few  understand." 

But,  having  pas.sed  the  crucial  test  of  time  and  trial,  Iowa  is 

to-day  very  different  from  the  Iowa  of  40  years  ago.     The 

ox  team  has  given  place  to  more  modern  and  rapid  means  of 

communication  and  transportation.     The   spirit    of  progress 

has  swept  aside  the  old  methods  of  transit,  and  seizing   upon 

the  heretofore  untamable  spirits  of  fire  and  water,  and  binding 

them  in  an  iron  harness  of  man's  construction,  has  yoked  them 

to  his  triumphal  car,  and  then  leaping  upon  his  seat  of  power, 

has  thrown  the  free   reins  upon   his  courser's  neck  and  bid 

them    outstrip   the   wind.      In    obedience   to   that   command 

their  march  is  now  like  that  of  the  fabled  fated  wanderer, 

onward !  onward !  still  and  forever   onward,  by  land  and  sea, 

while  admiring  millions  say  in  shouts  of  encouragement : 

~«  Sail  on,  O  Ship  of  State : 
Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great. 
Humanity,  with  sill  its  fears, 
With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 
Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate  ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


14  ANNALS  OF   IOWA. 


In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest's  roar, 

In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore, 

Sail  on  'nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea ! 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  are  all  with  thee, 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  our  prayers,  our  tears. 

Our  faith  triumphant  o'er  our  fears. 

Are  all  with  thee, — are  all  with  thee !" 


Washington,  D.  C. 


THE   IOWA   INDIANS. 


In  May,  1821,  the  hostility  between  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  and 
loways  culminated  in  a  battle  near  lowaville,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  region  from 
the  loways  to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  The  loways  had  returned 
from  a  hunt  and  were  preparing  to  celebrate  their  return  by  a 
horse  race.  A  plan  previously  laid  to  march  against  Black 
Hawk  on  Rock  river  had  been  discovered,  and  Black  Hawk 
by  a  forced  march  reached  the  village  of  the  loways  while 
they  were  at  the  height  of  their  carousal.  After  the  first  on- 
slaught the  battle  progressed  by  detachments  of  twenty-five  to 
fifty  on  a  side  until  all  the  loway  warriors  were  slain.  The 
old  men  were  then  ruthlessly  slaughtered.  The  Sacs  and 
Foxes  had  gained  supremacy,  and  after  the  release  of  Black 
Hawk,  after  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he  lived  upon  this  battle 
ground,  and  died  and  was  buried  there.  In  1824  the  loways 
ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their  lands  in  northern  Missouri. 
Mahaska  then  lived  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  its  mouth.  Going  to  Washington  he  unex- 
pectedly met  on  his  way  his  lovely  wife  Rantchewaime,  who 
insisted  upon  going  with  him.  After  his  return  he  settled 
down  to  a  peaceful  cultivation  of  the  soil.  His  wife  was  a 
beautiful  woman  of  true  Christian  character.  Mahaska  said  of 
her,  "  Her  hand  was  closed  to  those  not  in  need,  but  was  like 
a  strainer  full  of  holes  to  the  needy."  She  had  a  remarkable 
influence  over  her  tribe,  but  lost  her  life  by  being  thrown  from 
a  horse.  Mahaska  lost  standing  with  the  warlike  q{  his  tribe, 
having  aided  the  United  States  in  arresting  some  of  them.  He 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Nodaways  in  Cass  county,  and 
was  slain  in  1834  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  county  about 
sixty  miles  from  his  village." — Lecture  on  ''Iowa  Indians"  by 
Dr.  J.  L.  Pickard,  before  the  State  Historical  Society, 
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THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 


From  Muscatine  to  Winchester. 


BY   THAD.  L.  smith. 

Note. — The  following  history  of  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry  was  written  by  Mr. 
Smithy  a  •privale,  while  in  the  service,  before  the  close  of  the  war,  beginning  with 
the  organization  of  the  regiment,  and  closing  September  I,  1864.  It  wm  Mr. 
Smith''s  intention  to  complete  it  after  the  close  of  the  war,  but  sickness  delayed 
the  work,  and  death  came  before  he  was  able  to  finish  it.  We  are  indebted  to 
John  S.  Ring  for  the  copy,  which  is  now  for  the  first  lime  published,  after  a  lapse 
of  naore  than  twenty-eight  years  since  it  was  written.  Mr.  Ring  has  preserved 
\his  most  interesting  paper  all  these  years,  having  copied  it  into  the  regimental'^ 
record  book,  and  now  hands  it  over  to  the  Historical  Department. 

Soon  after  the  proclamation  of  the  President  in  July,  1862, 
calling  for  three  hundred  thousand  additional  troops,  Eber  C. 
Byam,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Linn  county,  obtained  a  commission 
as  colonel  to  rai.se  a  regiment  to  be  called  the  "  Iowa  Tem- 
perance Regiment."  Accordingly,  circulars  were  issued  and 
distributed  through  counties  adjoining  Linn,  announcing  the 
name  and  character  of  the  regiment.  Parents  who  had  thus 
for  withheld  their  consent  to  the  request  of  sons  who  wished 
to  assist  in  defending  the  safeguard  and  palladium  of  their  lib- 
erties, more  through  fear  of  vices  and  temptations  of  camp 
life  than  of  the  enemy's  missiles,  now  gave  them  the  parting 
blessing  and  bade  them  go  forth  with  the  Temperance  Band. 
By  the  middle  of  August  more  than  double  the  required  num- 
ber of  companies  were  reported  as  full,  organized  and  ready  to 
march  to  the  appointed  rendezvous.  Out  of  those  reported  as 
ready,  the  following  were  chosen  :  three  from  Linn  county  (F, 
G,  and  H),  under  Captains  Dimmitt,  Vinson  and  Carbee ;  two 
from  Cedar  county  (B  and  C),  under  Captains  Rathbun  and 
Johnson  ;  one  from  Johnson  county.  Company  D,  under  Cap- 
tain Casebeer ;  one  from  Tama,  Company  E,  under  Captain 
Clark;  two  from  Jackson  county,  A  and  I,  under  Captains 
Henderson  and  Martin,  and  one  from  Jones  county,  K,  under 
Captain  Williams.     Those  thus  selected  were  ordered  to  report 
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at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  Muscatine,  on  the  ist  of  September. 
After  medical  inspection  and  the  discharge  of  all  not  able  bodied, 
many  of  the  companies  were  still  full  to  overflowing.  Those 
-companies  having  more  than  the  requisite  number  were  com- 
pelled to  transfer  to  our  neighbors  of  the  35th  Iowa. 

Camp  Strong  is  situated  about  one  and  a  half  miles  south- 
west from  Muscatine.  New  barracks  had  been  constructed  for 
our  reception.  They  formed  two  sides  of  a  square  by  con- 
necting with  those  prepared  for  the  35th  Iowa,  forming  a  right 
angle  triangle  fronting  on  a  level  green  parade  ground.  In  the 
center  a  pole  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  of  floating  the 
stars  and  stripes,  and  afterwards  used  also  as  the  center  of  a 
<:ircle  about  which  refractory  soldiers  were  made  to  revolve.* 
At  the  foot  of  the  pole  a  very  diminutive  piece  of  artillery 
announced  the  ascent  of  the  stars  and  stripes  at  sunrise,  and 
their  descent  at  sunset. 

The  organization  of  the  regiment  was  effected  on  the  13th 
of  September,  and  it  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice on  the  1 8th  of  the  same  month,  by  Captain  H.  B.  Hender- 
shott,  of  the  1st  U.  S.  Artillery.  The  organization  when 
•effected  was  as  follows  : 


REGIMENTAL   ORGANIZATION. 


Names. 


Rank. 


Ebcr  C.  Byam Colonel. . . 

John  Q.  Wilds Lt.  Col... 

Ed  Wright |Major 

John  F.  Ely Surgeon .  . 

John  M.  Witherwax.lAss't  Sur. 

Henry  M.  Lyons.. . .  Ass't  Sur. 

Charles  L.  Byam 1  Adjutant  . 

Luke  Baldwin R.  Q.  M.. 


Remarks. 


Daniel  W.  Camp. ... 


John  H.  Maxon 

Albert  B.  Eshleman. 


Ser.  Majorl 

Com.  Srgt 
Q.  M.  S. . 


Samuel  J.  Starr |Hos.  Stwd. 


Postoffice  Address. 

Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  Co.  Resigned  June  30,  1863. 

Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  Co.  Wounded  in  action  Oct. 

19;  Died  Nov.  18,  '64. 

Tipton,  Cedar  County. {Appointed  Lt.  Col.  Nov. 

I     19,  1864. 
Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  Co|  Resigned  June  9,  1863. 
Davenport,  Scott  Co.  .Appointed  Surg.  July  15, 
'63;  resgd.  Nov.  4,  ^64. 
Cedar  Rapids,  LinnCojApptd  Sur.  Dec.  i,  1864. 
Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  Co. [Resigned  July  25,  1863. 
Marengo,  Iowa  County! Died  March  I,  1 863. 
Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  Co.  | Promoted  to  Adj.  Sep.  10, 
1863;  res.  Nov.  16/64. 
Mt.  Vernon,  Linn  Co.  1  Died  March  i,  1863. 
Marengo,  Iowa  Countyl Promoted  to    R.    Q.    M. 

'     March  23,  1863. 
Lisbon,  Linn  County  .[Discharged  M'ch  20,  '63. 
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The  time  here  was  spent  in  drilling,  parades,  etc.,  preparatory 
to  taking  the  field.  Our  camp  was  carefully  guarded  by 
soldiers  armed  with  wooden  swords  at  first.  The  lines  were 
as  regularly  visited  each  night  by  the  officer  of  the  day  as 
though  an  enemy  were  at  hand,  and  liable  at  any  moment 
to  pounce  upon  us.  Many  were  the  amusing  scenes  that 
occurred  during  these  excursions,  while  teaching  the  soldier 
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the  important  duties  of  the  sentinel,  the  instructors  and  soldiers 
being  alike  novices  in  the  art. 

During  this  period  many  took  advantage  of  the  weakness  of 
the  mode  of  opposing  them  and  escaped  the  restrictions  of  the 
camp  by  breaking  guard,  but  none  for  any  other  purpose  than 
that  of  an  hour's  pleasure  in  the  city — whence  they  returned  as 
they  came,  sometimes  pursued  to  their  bunks  by  the  corporal 
of  the  guard. 

Thus  the  regiment  paraded  and  drilled  with  wooden  swords 
and  guns  until  the  middle  of  October,  when  it  was  armed  with 
new  Enfield  rifles.  During  our  stay  here  the  citizens  of  Mus- 
catine ministered  in  various  ways  to  our  physical  wants.  Our 
patients  in  the  hospital  received  every  attention  from  the  kind 
and  hospitable  ladies  of  that  place  that  could  be  expected.  Our 
neighbors  of  the  35th  joined  us  in  all  our  sports,  which  were 
generally  of  manly  character  and  tended  to  strengthen  our 
muscles  for  the  endurance  of  hardships  soon  to  come.  The 
water  at  this  camp  was  extremely  bad.  It  must  have  been  an 
oversight  on  the  part  of  those  selecting  the  site  of  the  camp. 
A  species  of  quicksand  mingled  with  it  and  was  productive  of 
much  sickness,  principally  that  scourge  of  all  new  soldiers^ 
^Jiarrhoea.  But  the  most  fatal  scourge  of  our  camp  here  was 
measles.  Had  the  small-pox  visited  the  regiment  it  could 
hardly  have  been  more  destructive  in  its  effects.  In  some  of 
the  companies  nearly  one-fourth  were  suffering  from  it  at  the 
same  time.  Its  severity  made  many  who  were  spectators  to 
the  scene  rejoice  that  they  had  passed  through  that  ordeal  in 
.  childhood's  years ;  still  those  that  had  it  bore  it  cheerfully, 
and  thought  they  would  soon  be  well  again.  But  in  this  hope 
we  were  all  disappointed.  Could  they  have  received  the 
careful  nursing  of  home,  they  might  have  recovered  entirely. 
Not  so,  however,  with  the  great  majority  of  those  taking  the 
chance  nursing  of  the  camp. 

There  were  about  fifty  cases  in  all.  More  than  forty  of  that 
number  either  died  of  diseases  having  their  origin  in  the 
measles,  or  were  soon  afterwards  discharejed  for  disability. 
But  seven  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  of  further  benefit  to  theser- 
\vice.     There  were  a  few  cases  of  typhus  fever  at  this  camp,  two 
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of  which  proved  fatal.     Marching  orders  were  received  about 
the  19th  of  October  and  the  regiment  embarked  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  Oct.  20th,  for  St.  Louis,  expecting  to  be  landed 
there;    but   sad  was   the  disappointment   experienced    by  all 
when  orders  came  to  report  forthwith  to  the  general  command- 
ing at  Helena,  Ark.     The  six  left  companies  were  immediately 
transferred  to  the  steamer  Empress,  and  placed   under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Q.  Wilds.     The  remaining  four  compa- 
nies,  under  command  of  Major  Ed   Wright,  were  embarked 
on  board  of  the  steamer  Imperial.     They  were  joined  by  the 
26th    Iowa  on  the  next  morning.     The  steamer,  packed  with 
about    1,200  troops,  departed  for   Helena.     Snow    had    fallen 
during   the   night  and    the  morning   was    very    cold.     The 
steamer,  though  one  of  the  largest,  was  packed    above  and 
below  and  on  every  side.     This  was  the  introductory  step  of 
the  regiment  to  the  hardships  of  the  soldier's  life.     The  entire 
command  disembarked  at  Helena  October  28th,  and  encamped 
about  one  mile  south  of  town  on  the  river  bank.     The  army 
which   had  come  through  from   Batesville  with  Gen.    Curtis 
was  then  there.     They  had  constructed  winter  quarters,  upon 
which  business  the  "  forty  dollar  men,"  as  they  termed   us, 
immediately  embarked.     The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
brigade  commanded  by  Gen.  McGinnis,  then  Colonel  of  the  i  ith 
Indiana.     The  regiment  was  now  about  950  strong,  including 
officers  and  men.     The  health  of  the  men   was  good  when 
they  first  arrived,  but  their  late  exposure  on  the  steamer,  and 
the  effect  of  the  water  from  the  river  and  the  malaria  arising 
from  a  cypress  swamp  about  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  camp, 
soon  swelled  the  sick  list  to  more  than  a  hundred.     Whether 
these  evils  could  have  been  avoided  at  that  time  or  not  it  is 
useless  to  inquire.  The  operations  then  pending  against  Vicks- 
burg,  via  Holly  Springs,  doubtless  rendered  the  concentration 
of  all  the  available  forces  within  reach  necessary.     Helena  was 
probably  the  best  objective  point,  for  any  forces  not  connected 
with  those   under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  General 
Grant.     On  the  17th  of  November  an  expedition  was  sent  out 
under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey,  of  which  the  24th 
Iowa  formed  a  part.     After  being  out  three  days  and  going  to 
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the  mouth  of  White  River,  it  returned  without  having  been 
disembarked  or  having  seen  the  enemy.  Another  expeditioa 
left  Helena  on  the  28th  of  November  under  command  of  Gen. 
Hovey  for  Cold  Water,  Miss.,  where  they  arrived  the  30th  of 
November.  Cold  Water  is  about  forty  miles  from  Delta,  the 
point  of  landing  on  the  Mississippi  river.  In  this  march  the 
regiment  received  its  first  experience  of  that  nature.  Although 
the  knapsacks  proved  to  be  a  very  inconvenient  and  trouble- 
some method  of  transportation,  they  kept  pace  with  the  west- 
ern troops  without  much  difficulty.  The  force  at  Cold  Water 
was  intended  to  check  the  retreating  force  of  the  enemy  until 
General  Grant  could  come  up  and  "bag"  them,  or  at  least  cut 
them  ofif  from  Vicksburg.  One  brigade  remained  here,  while 
another  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry  advanced  to  Oakland, 
about  20  miles  further.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  ist  of  De- 
cember cannon  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Oakland — the 
first  sound  of  hostile  greeting  between  foemen  that  had  yet 
reached  the  ears  of  the  24th.  The  troops  were  immediateK' 
ordered  into  line  and  started  on  the  double-quick  to  the  scene 
of  action. 

Crossing  the  Tallahachie,  a  few  hundred  yards  below  the 
mouth  of  Cold  Water,  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  all  were  rapidly 
hurried  to  the  front.  After  advancing  about  seven  miles,  a 
messenger  arrived  from  the  front  announcing  the  discomfiture 
of  the  enemy,  and  capture  of  40  prisoners.  The  advancin;^ 
column  immediately  about-faced  and  returned  to  their  former 
camp  through  a  drenching  rain.  Thus  terminated  the  first 
prospect  of  the  24th  to  participate  in  an  engagement  with  the 
enemy.  Being  joined  by  the  comrades  from  Oakland,  the  expe- 
dition returned  to  Helena,  where  it  arrived  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber. Another  expedition  was  next  fitted  out  under  command 
of  General  Gorman,  an  energetic,  violent  officer,  who  could  not 
spurn  the  rich  offerings  of  King  Cotton,  on  account  of  which 
innocent  weakness  he  subsequently  received  a  polite  dismissal 
from  the  service,  by  being  kindly  advised  to  resign.  This  ex- 
pedition was  intended  to  co-operate  with  a  force  under  ( leneral 
Sherman  which  had  previously  gone  up  the  Arkansas  River. 
The  fleet  .sailed  for  the  mouth  of  White  River  on  the  morning: 
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of  January  i  ith,  1863.  News  of  the  reduction  of  Arkansas  Post 
by  the  torces  of  Sherman  was  received  on  the  following  day 
while  near  the  mouth  of  White  River.  It  then  advanced  to 
Duvall's  Bluffs,  arriving  the  i6th  and  expecting  to  move  thence 
uf>on  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  but  after  having  reconnoitered 
and  waited  for  three  days,  the  expedition  for  some  reason  was 
abandonded,  and  we  set  sail  on  the  19th  for  Helena. 

The  weather  was  unusually  severe  during  the  entire  period 
for  this  climate,  and  much  suffering  was  experienced  by  the 
troops.  The  regiment  could  hardly  have  suffered  more  in  loss 
of  men  in  an  ordinary  engagement  than  it  did  from  the  effects 
of  this  severe  and  unaccustomed  exposure  to  cold  and  rain. 
Many  who  had  withstood  all  former  changes  and  exposures 
unscathed,  fell  under  this.  Immediately  after  ariving  at  Helena, 
January  22d,  it  became  apparent  that  a  change  of  camp  would 
be  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  rising  waters  of  the  river 
and  streams  in  the  vicinity.  The  encampment  was  immediately 
transferred  from  the  river  bank  to  the  first  line  of  hills  in  the 
rear  of  Fort  Curtis.  But  although  able  to  escape  from  the 
water,  it  was  impossible  to  escape  from  the  mud  which  seemed 
unfathomable.  It  soon  became  necessary  to  raise  and  pike  the 
road  leading  to  Helena,  about  one  mile  distant,  from  whence 
the  supplies  must  come.  Helena  itself  soon  became  a  semblance 
of  Venice.  Main  street  could  be  traveled  only  in  canoes.  The 
citizens  could  get  to  market  and  visit  their  neighbors  only  in 
canoes.  The  Mississippi  poured  its  mighty  flood  in  front  of 
the  town,  while  its  back  waters  forced  their  way  through  its 
streets  and  formed  a  broad  expanse  of  water  far  away  to  either 
side.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  landing  and  securing 
the  necessary  government  supplies.  The  spectacle  presented 
when  these  waters  subsided  may  be  better  imagined  than  de- 
.scribed.  As  soon  as  the  streets  became  navigable  for  six-mule 
army  wagons,  they  were  called  into  requisition.  The  wet  ground 
soon  became  an  impassable  slough.  Boards  were  stuck  into 
the  ground  all  over  the  place  with  the  warning  motto  of  '*  No 
Bottom"  painted  on  them.  The  sick  list,  which  had  been  fear- 
fully large  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the  regiment,  was  swelling 
to  still  greater  proportions. 
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The  average  of  fatality  was  not  less  than  one  per  day  in  our 
regiment  alone,  while  the  hills  rising  high  in  our  rear  were 
being  rapidly  dotted  over  with  new-made  graves  from  those 
around  us.  This  was  to  us  the  darkest  period  in  the  history 
of  our  military  experience.  Numbers  were  dropping  into 
their  last  long  sleep,  not  upon  fields  hallowed  by  the  victors* 
blood  shed  in  defense  of  our  country's  honor,  but  by  the  slow 
and  certain  power  of  disease. 

The  skill  of  the  surgeons,  although  unremitting  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  laborious  duties,  seemed  almost  powerless. 
Chronic  diarrhoea  and  camp  fever  (an  admixture  of  all  fevers) 
bore  away  many  of  the  strongest  men.  Soon  after  our  arrival 
in  the  new  camp  the  24th  was  transferred  to  the  brigade  then 
commanded  by  Gen.  Fi.sk.  He  was  a  man  of  medium  height, 
fine  form  and  noble  bearing.  A  countenance  at  once  frank, 
benevolent  and  intellectual,  having  upon  it  the  stamp  of 
thought  and  decision.  He  soon  became  very  popular  in  con- 
sequence of  his  well-known  moral  character,  and  his  constant 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  under  his  command.  Under 
his  immediate  command  the  regiment  departed  with  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Gen.  Washburne  for  opening  the 
Yazoo  Pass.  It  left  Helena  on  the  1 5tli  of  February  and  ar- 
rived in  the  Pass  on  the  following  day.  Here  they  were  engaged 
until  the  23d  in  endeavoring  to  render  it  navigable.  A  vast 
amount  of  labor  was  necessary  for  the  removal  of  trees  which 
the  enemy  had  fallen  across  the  narrow  stream  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obstructing  the  passage  of  vessels.  Ropes  were 
fa.stened  around  the  bodies  of  the  trees  and  they  were  thus 
drawn  out  upon  the  main  land.  From  thence  the  boats  passed 
into  the  Cold  Water  and  Tallahachie,  the  way  being  thus 
opened  to  the  Yazoo  River.  Having  effected  its  purpose,  the 
expedition  returned  to  Helena  on  the  23d.  The  fleet  had  been 
dreadfully  shattered  in  the  Pass.  The  guards,  wheel-houses 
and  smoke-stacks  of  the  steamers  had  been  wholly  raked  off 
of  most  of  the  fleet  by  the  overhanging  branches  of  the  trees. 
There  were  none  of  the  fleet  that  escaped  uninjured. 

Spring  now  began  to  make  its  appearance  and  the  waters  to 
recede  from  the  streets  of    Helena.     About  this  time    Luke 
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Baldwin,  R.  Q.  M.  of  the  regiment,  fell  very  ill  with  dysentery. 
Despite  the  utmost  care  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  best 
skill  of  our  surgeons,  he  rapidly  declined,  and  died  on  the  first 
of  March.  He  was  the  first  officer  of  the  regiment  called 
upon  to  seal  his  devotion  to  our  common  cause  with  his  life. 
He  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  position  he  had  occupied.  He 
had  always  been  careful,  skillful  and  honest  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  toward  the  government  and  his  regiment.  In 
addition  to  his  business  qualities,  being  of  a  cheerful  disposi- 
tion, quiet  and  gentlemanly  in  his  manner,  his  sudden  and 
unexpected  death  was  a  matter  of  sincere  and  earnest  regret 
among  his  brother  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Albert  B.  Echleman,  the  Q.  M.  Sergeant,  who  had  been  his 
faithful  and  unremitting  assistant,  was  promoted  to  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  his  death. 

Drilling,  which  had  been  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the 
severity  of  the  weather  for  some  months,  was  again  resumed 
with  renewed  diligence.  The  regiment  rapidly  acquired  a 
perfection  in  this  under  the  skillful  and  experienced  instruc- 
tions of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Q.  Wilds,  which  on  several  occasions  of 
general  reviews  elicited  the  warm  commendation  of  Generals 
Gorman  and  Fiske.  The  pride  taken  by  all  in  keeping  their 
arms  in  excellent  condition  contributed  greatly  to  its  appear- 
ance, and  its  estimation  with  those  inspecting  it.  Meanwhile 
preparations  were  being  made  for  opening  the  spring  cam- 
paign. A  thorough  organization  of  the  troops  at  Helena  was 
effected  about  the  first  of  April.  The  24th  was  transferred  to 
the  second  brigade  of  the  12th  division,  13th  Army  Corps, 
under  command  of  General  J.  A.  McClernand.  The  12th 
division  was  placed  under  command  of  Brigadier  General 
A.  P.  Hovey,  while  Colonel  J.  R.  Slack,  of  the  47th  Indiana, 
commanded  the  second  brigade,  composed  of  the  47th  Indiana, 
the  56th  Ohio,  and  the  28th  and  24th  Iowa  regiments.  All 
hailed  the  hour  of  our  approaching  departure  with  joy. 

Vicksburg  was  known  to  be  the  point  of  attack,  but  how  or 
where  no  one  was  able  to  di.scover.  '  The  sufferings  which  all 
had  experienced    from   the   unhealthiness   of   the   climate  at 
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Helena  invested  the  final  day  of  departure  with  a  deep  and  sol- 
emn interest. 

There  were  none  who  had  not  a  brother  or  favorite  comrade 
sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking  on  the  bluffs  above 
us  or  in  the  vale  by  the  river  bank  below.  During  the  three 
months  of  January,  Februar>^  and  March  alone,  fifty  of  our 
comrades  were  interred  at  Helena,  besides  a  great  number  that 
were  sent  to  the  hospitals  at  Cario,  Memphis  and  St.  Louis. 
When  the  fleet  was  ready  to  sail  from  Helena  on  the  morning 
of  April  1 1,  1863,  the  regiment  could  muster  but  little  more 
than  six  hundred  rank  and  file.  The  fleet  joined  that  of  Gen- 
eral Quimby  on  the  next  day  about  five  miles  below  Helena. 
There  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  serviceable  vessels  to 
convey  the  troops.  Four  companies  under  command  of  Capt. 
Henderson,  of  Company  A,  were  put  on  board  of  a  vessel 
which  had  had  its  smokestacks,  wheelhouses  and  guards  raked 
off  in  the  Pass.  The  pilot  declared  the  craft  unsafe  and  refused 
to  go  with  her. 

After  having  been  delayed  several  hours  after  the  departure 
of  the  fleet,  it  was  determined  to  man  the  boat  from  the  troops 
on  board.  Accordingly  Willis  Vance,  a  private  of  Company 
G,  volunteered  as  pilot,  and  the  boat  joined  us  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  having  made  the  trip  as  soon  as  any  of  the  fleet. 
We  reached  Milliken's  bend  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  ol 
April,  without  any  misadventures.  Here  the  troops  all  disem- 
barked and  went  into  camp.  Preparations  were  immediately 
begun  for  marching.  All  surplus  baggage  was  stored  in  an 
old  barge — the  only  means  at  hand  of  disposing  of  it.  The 
column  moved  out  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  and  reached 
Richmond,  a  small  inland  town,  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day.  The  march  was  again  resumed  on  the  next  day. 
The  column  advanced  slowly  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
roads  impeding  the  progress  of  the  train.  The  country 
through  which  we  were  now  passing  is  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  valuable  in  Louisiana.  An  annual  overflow  by  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  was  prevented  only  by  a  succession 
of  levees.     We  reached  Smith  Plantation,  on  Vidal  Bayou,  on 
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the  afternoon  of  the  17th.     Up  to  this  time  the  divisions  of 
Osterhaus  and  Carr  were  in  our  advance. 

The  original  intention  to  move  to  Carthage  was  changed  at 
this  time  by  reason  of  several  breaks  in  the  levee  along  Bayou 
Vidal,  which  placed  Carthage  on  an  island.  On  the  morning 
of  the  20th,  our  division  (General  Hovey's)  took  the  lead.  We 
arrived  at  Nolan's  Plantation  on  the  22d.  Cavalry  swam  the 
bayou  in  the  morning  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  beyond 
a  bridge  was  immediately  commenced.  Timber  for  its  con- 
struction was  obtained  from  a  cotton  gin  on  the  plantation, 
and  such  other  buildings  as  were  at  hand. 

All  the  force  that  could  be  used  was  called  into  requisition. 
The  bayou  was  very  wide  at  this  point,  but  less  rapid  than  any- 
where else.  Parties  were  dispatched  in  all  directions  to  pro- 
cure boats  and  material  upon  which  to  build  a  floating  bridge. 
These  were  securely  fastened  by  a. network  of  ropes  to  the 
trees  standing  in  the  stream,  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  an  arc 
with  the  circumference  up  stream.  Upon  this  the  bridge  was 
built,  which  when  completed  measured  between  five  and  six 
hundred  feet  in  length.  The  train  and  artillery  were  all  drawn 
over  by  hand. 

The  project,  as  well  as  the  route,  being  one  of  our  General's 
own  choice,  the  troops  labored  assiduously  to  accomplish  the 
undertaking,  while  the  General  himself  hurried  up  the  work, 
being  almost  constantly  present,  as  though  nothing  less  than 
the  capture  of  Vicksburg  depended  upon  the  speedy  success  of 
his  project. 

Our  division  succeeded  in  getting  over,  and  encamped  about 
four  or  five  miles  beyond  the  bridge  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th.  Next  day  we  moved  to  Perkins*  Landing,  and  immedi- 
ately embarked  on  board  the  steamers  which  had  a  few  days 
previously  run  the  blockade  at  Vicksburg.  Each  steamer  had 
a  barge  or  two  in  tow,  which  were  also  loaded  with  troops. 
All  transportation,  horses  of  field  and  staff  officers,  etc.,  were 
left  behind.  Our  destination  was  Grand  Gulf  The  gunboats 
moved  out  in  advance,  followed  by  our  little  fleet  of  steamers 
and  barges.  We  reached  a  point  within  four  miles  of  the  bat- 
teries at  Grand  Gulf  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.     The  gun- 
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boats  were  to  engage  and  silence  the  batteries  on  shore,  and 
we  were  then  to  land  under  cover  of  their  fire,  and  carry  the 
place  by  assault.  It  was  a  clear,  bright  day,  and  the  enemy's 
works  were  clearly  visible  from  where  we  lay.  The  gunboats 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  dropped  down  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously upon  the  enemy's  works.  The  enemy  was  the  first  to 
open  the  ball.  One,  two,  three,  four  wreaths  of  smoke,  and 
as  many  bright  jets  of  water  spring  into  the  air.  Still  the  sul- 
len  turtles  deigned  no  reply,  as  the  enemy's  missiles  failed  to- 
reach  their  advance.  Another  roll  of  thunder,  more  bright 
jets  of  water  start  up.  This  time  discloses  the  approaching  foe, 
yet  still  they  were  silent.  But  now  the  leading  vessel  began  to 
leave  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  bearing  off  to  the  left  of  their 
works,  followed  by  the  others.  Having  formed  a  line  imme- 
diately in  front  and  to  the  right  and  left  of  their  works,  they 
squared  across  the  mighty  current,  and  then  came  the  loud  re- 
sponse to  the  enemy's  taunts. 

The  compliments  of  the  Admiral  and  his  men  having  thus 
been  presented  to  the  enemy,  the  vessels  separated  and  each 
began  the  battle  on  its  own  account.  Some  running  directly 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort  and  delivering  their  heavy  broadsides 
at  pistol  range,  others  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre  anchored 
out  in  the  river,  as  if  for  target  practice,  settled  themselves 
quietly  to  the  work.  The  air  seemed  alive  with  a  thousand 
devils,  screeching,  howling  and  hissing,  while  the  roar  of  dis- 
charging cannon  and  bursting  shells  was  loud  and  incessant. 
Through  the  black  clouds  of  smoke  lifting  from  the  scene  of 
the  battle  could  be  seen  the  meteoric  pathway  of  fuse  shells, 
which  either  bounded  harmlessly  from  the  iron  mail  of  the  tur- 
tles or  went  skipping  over  the  smooth  waters  miles  away  from 
their  intended  object.  An  occasional  discharge  of  grape  shot 
would  make  the  water  boil  around  the  approaching  vessels. 

Meanwhile  parties  were  detailed  on  board  our  vessels  and 
sent  to  the  holds  with  tow  and  cotton,  and  carpenter's  tools  were 
in  readiness  to  stop  any  unlucky  perforation  of  the  enemy's 
balls  in  that  region  when  it  should  come  our  turn  to  meet 
their  fire.  Guns  were  all  loaded  and  officers  and  men  at  their 
posts,  in  momentary  readiness  for  an  order  to  advance.     The 
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Steamers  stood  out  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  slowly  paddling 

the  water  to  prevent  their  floating  too  near  the  scene  of  action- 

for  safety  before  the  gunboats  had  accomplished  their  mission. 

We  could  see  there   was   great  danger  to  be  encountered  in 

getting  there,  but  knowing  something  of  the  indomitable  will 

and  perseverance  of  our  leader,  we  did  not  doubt  for  a  n)oment 

but  that  it  would  be  done.     It  were  needless  then  to  be  fearful 

of  consequences,  and  each  braced  himself  with  a  determination 

to  do   his  best,  for   in  speedy  victory  alone   there   appeared 

safety.     For  four  hours  the  battle  had  raged  and  the  enemy's 

position  had  been  raked  from  every  quarter.     Still  the  saucy 

guns  from  the  fort  belched  forth  their  fire  and  smoke  and  storms 

of  missiles.     They  could  not  be  silenced.     The  brave  tars  had 

done  all  in  their  power  to  accomplish  the  purpose.     Meanwhile 

our  interest  had  become  so  great  as  to  forget  all  else  around  us. 

The  steamers  drew  up  to  the  landing  at  Hard  Times,  which 

had  the  appearance  of  having  maintained  a  very  poor  family 

in  a  very  poor  way,  and  much  to  our  surprise  we  were  ordered  to 

disembark.     After  marching  down  the  levee  about  three  miles 

we  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  river.     We  were  now  very 

unexpectedly  several  miles  below   Grand  Gulf     So  sharp  was 

the  bend  of  the  river  to  the  right  of  Grand  Gulf  that  we  could 

not  perceive  its  direction  during  the  day.     We  then  for  the 

first  time  comprehended  the  full  strength  of  the  position  chosen 

by  the  enemy.     Soon  after  darkness  set  in,  the  gunboats  again 

opened    vigorously    upon    the   enemy.      The   enemy    replied 

slowly  but  determinedly.     The  transports,  which  had  already 

run   the  blockade  at  Vicksburg  without  serious  injury,  now 

under  cover  of  their  fire  sped  rapidly  by  the  rebel  fort,  followed 

by  the  fleet  of  ironclads.     The  bold  adventure  was  as  speedily 

and  successfully  accomplished  as  it  had  been  planned,  without 

further  injury  than  the  killing  of  a  few  battery  horses  on  board 

the  transports  and  cutting  the  hog  chain  of  one  of  the  rams. 

The  return  of  daylight  revealed  the  entire  fleet  anchored  near 

the  encampment. 

The  divisions  of  Carr  and  Osterhaus  and  Hovey  embarked 
on  board  the  transports  and  gunboats,  landing  at  Bruinsburg, 
about  12  miles  below,  about  noon.     Here  three  days'  rations 
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of  hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee  and  salt,  were  issued  as  quickly  as 
they  could  be  landed  from  the  vessels,  and  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
the  column  was  en  route  for  the  rear  of  Grand  Gulf  About 
9  o'clock  the  column,  having  reached  the  highlands  of  Missis- 
sippi, were  halted  for  supper.  An  hour  later,  it  was  again  in 
motion.  The  divisions  of  Carr  and  Osterhaus  were  in  advance, 
followed  closely  by  that  of  Hovey.  Not  knowing  at  what 
point  to  expect  the  enemy,  the  advance  moved  forward  cau- 
tiously and  slowly.  Every  soldier  has  cause  to  remember  that 
this  feeling  for  the  enemy  in  the  dark  is  by  far  the  most 
laborious  and  fatiguing  duty  that  can  be  imposed  on  an  army. 
It  is  a  movement  that  requires  constant  readineis  and  cautious 
dealing,  while  the  drowsy  powers  are  busy  in  their  efforts  to 
weigh  down  the  eyelids  during  the  intervals  of  its  many  halts. 
Occasional  shots  far  in  advance  will  create  murmurs  among 
the  massed  hosts  in  the  rear  like  that  of  a  dreamer  disturbed 
by  familiar  sounds  in  his  slumbers.  By  daylight  the  skirmish- 
ing in  front  had  become  quite  brisk,  announcing  the  presence 
of  the  enemy  in  force.  Halting  at  the  foot  of  Thompson's 
Hill,  the  troops  were  rapidly  preparing  their  breakfast.  The 
General,  riding  along  the  line,  put  a  sudden  stop  to  fhese 
operations  by  orders  to  fall  in  immediately.  Cannon  were 
booming  on  the  hill,  the  divisions  of  Osterhaus  and  Carr  being 
already  partially  engaged.  The  column  moved  rapidly  up  the 
hill,  and  were  immediately  formed  in  two  lines  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Magnolia  Church,  the  first  brigade,  under  command  of 
Gen.  McGinnis,  in  advance.  Although  within  rifle  range  of 
the  enemy's  position,  the  thick  foliage  and  dense  undergrowth 
completely  hid  his  lines.  The  country  was  exceedingly 
broken,  there  being  a  continuous  succession  of  knobs  and 
precipitate  hillsides,  while  almost  impenetrable  canebrakes 
choked  up  the  deep,  narrow  ravines.  An  effort  to  turn  the 
enemy's  right  resting  on  Bayou  Pierre  had  failed,  and  by 
means  of  posting  small  bqdies  of  men  on  the  knobs  he  was 
enabled  to  develop  a  long  line  to  the  left.  From  these  knobs 
then  he  must  be  driven.  Small  parties  of  skirmishers  were 
now  sent  out  to  discover  his  position  and  practicable  routes 
leading  to  it  on  our  right,  while  our  left  held  the  enemy  in 
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check,  preventing  any  effort  that  might  be  made  to  assail  and 
turn  it.  By  this  means  the  several  knobs  were  successfully 
charged,  and  the  enemy's  left  made  to  retire.  The  enemy 
stubbornly  resisted  every  advance,  and  would  abandon  his 
position  only  when  forced  to.  To  the  regiment  or  brigade 
nearest  the  most  practicable  route  would  be  assigned  the  duty 
of  charging  the  enemy  from  his  position.  During  the  day 
there  was  considerable  strife  among  field  and  staff  officers  as 
to  which  regiments  or  brigades  should  have  the  honor  of 
assailing  the  enemy's  positions  when  more  than  were  required 
were  at  hand.  Aii  amusing  incident  of  this  nature  occurred 
about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  The  line  in  struggling  forward  through 
a  canebrake  had  become  much  confused  and  broken  up,  the 
men  of  the  28th  and  2^th  Iowa  regiments  becoming  mingled. 

Lieut.  Col.  Wilds,  presuming  Col.  Byam  to  be  at  the  center 
of  the  regiment  and  regulating  the  line  there,  mistook  the 
colors  of  the  28th  Iowa  for  our  own  and  followed  them  with 
the  four  right  companies.  But  it  was  afterwards  ascertained 
that  Col.  Byam  had  left  the  field,  having  become  sick  and  faint, 
and  much  to  his  own  injury  had  failed  to  have  the  fact  report- 
ed to  Col.  Wild,  upon  whom  the  command  now  devolved. 
Major  Wright  on  the  left,  with  the  colors  and  the  six  remain- 
ing companies,  bore  to  the  left  in  order  to  pass  around  the 
canebrake,  thus  dividing  the  regiment.  A  similar  accident 
happened  to  the  34th  Indiana,  of  the  first  brigade. 

The  six  companies  under  Major  Wright  and  five  companies 
of  the  34lh  Indiana  arrived  first  in  an  open  space  beyond  the 
canebrakes. 

Here  General  Hovey  ordered  Col.  Cameron  of  the  34th 
Indiana  to  charge  a  battery  which  the  enemy  had  planted  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill.  Col.  Cameron  remarked  that  there  were 
but  five  companies  present,  but  that  he  would  charge  it  if  the 
General  so  ordered. 

Col.  Slack,  commanding  our  brigade,  proposed  uniting  the 
two  parts  of  regiments.  To  this  the  General  objected, 
desiring  that  our  regiment  should  do  it.  Col.  Slack  then 
eagerly  responded :  **  Then  let  the  24th  Iowa  go  in.  Six 
companies  can  do  it.     The   Hawkeyes  will   do  it."     But  the 
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General  refused,  and  the  remaining  five  companies  of  the  34th 
arriving  soon  after,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  advance  to 
the  charge.  About  this  same  time  two  regiments  of  Carr's 
division,  the  8th  and  i8th  Indiana,  charged  the  same  point 
from  another  direction,  the  three  regiments  carrying  the  point. 
and  each  claiming  the  honor  of  the  victory.  The  battle  con- 
tinued in  this  way  until  nearly  nightfall,  no  regiment  on  either 
side  being  exposed  to  fire  at  any  one  time  very  long,  owing  to 
the  broken  nature  of  the  ground.  At  intervals  a  deep,  sudden 
roll  of  musketry  and  artillery,  followed  soon  after  by  a  shout 
of  triumph,  announced  the  capture  of  some*  advanced  position 
by  our  forces.  Then  a  lull,  during  which  the  enemy  took  a 
new  position,  while  our  artillery  and  infantry  were  advanced. 
One  point  after  another  was  gained  in  this  way  on  the  right, 
until  the  enemy  began  to  entertain  fears  of  being  cut  off  from 
the  Port  Gibson  road.  The  entire  right  of  this  line  had  been 
forced  back  until  it  was  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  line  on 
the  left.  The  retreat  soon  after  began  in  good  earnest.  The 
victory  was  won.  Several  hundred  prisoners,  part  of  his  train 
and  much  of  his  artillery  fell  into  our  hands.  The  primary 
object  of  the  battle  was  accomplished.  Grand  Gulf  was 
evacuated.  The  whole  loss  in  the  24th  Iowa  was  but  one 
killed  and  seven  wounded.  It  was  a  hard  battle,  but  bloody 
only  at  intervals.  The  difficulties  of  approaching  the  enemy's 
several  positions  were  almost  insurmountable.  The  field  upon 
which  the  battle  was  fought  is  exceedingly  picturesque  and 
beautiful.  The  many  knobs  are  crowned  with  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  all  trees,  the  magnolia.  Their  rich,  polished  green 
leaves  glisten  brightly  in  the  sunshine,  as  if  always  bathed  in 
dew,  while  their  large,  fine  white  flowers  load  the  air  with 
sweet  fragrance. 

This  battle  is  memorable  as  the  first  in  that  brilliant  series 
of  conflicts  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  As  it  was 
the  first  battle  in  which  most  of  the  troops  enlisted  in  '62  had 
participated,  the  Generals,  whose  reputation  rested  upon  their 
success,  preferred  that  the  veteran  troops  of '61  should  lead  the 
charges,  supported  by  the  less  experienced  in  battle ;  a  dis- 
tinction, however,   that   was   never   repeated.      The    courage 
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displayed  by  them  on  this  day,  whenever  opportunity  offered, 
convinced  them  that  this  distinction  would  hereafter  be  wholly 
unnecessary. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  Col.  Byam  in 
this  engagement.     It  is,  perhaps,  fair  to  presume  that  what  he 
said  of  himself  was  true.    He  was  sick  and  faint,  or,  as  the  boys 
would  have  it,  sun-struck  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  reporting 
at  the  hospital,  two  miles  away,  for  medical  assistance.     As  for 
the  rest,  both  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  the 
customary  valor  of  Iowa's  sons,  receiving  their  just  meed  of 
praise  in  their  brigade  commander's  report  of  the  engagement. 
Wearied  almost  to  exhaustion  by  the  day's  labors,  and  suffer- 
ing  for  want  of  sleep,  the  men  lay  down  on   their  arms,  in 
support  of  a  battery  planted  on  a  hill  above  us.     It  not  being 
certain  that  the  enemy  had  gone,  and  fearing,  too,  lest  he 
might  be  re-enforced  during  the  night,  everything  was  in  mo- 
mentary readiness  for  an  attack.     All  around  was  silent  until 
midnight,  when  the  pickets  in  front  were  falsely  alarmed  by 
some  means,  and  discharged  their  pieces.     A   moment  later 
and  the  line  was  in  complete  readiness  to  repel  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  should  he  come.     But  the  alarm  proving  to  be  a 
false  one,  we  lay  down  again,  and  rested  without  any   further 
disturbance  until  daybreak.     Learning  soon  afterwards  that 
the  enemy  had  evacuated  Grand  Gulf,  and  were  flying  towards 
Vicksburg,  we   took  up  our  line  of  march  for   Port  Gibson, 
about  four  miles   distant,  where  we  arrived  about  noon,  and 
encamped   in    the   streets.     The   town  is  situated  on  Bayou 
Pierre.     It    is   tastefully   and    regularly    laid    out,   containing 
originally  perhaps  four  thousand  inhabitants.     It  had  no  de- 
fenses, and  our  visit  was  evidently  a  very  unexpected,  as  well 
as   unwelcome   event.     It  had   never  been  occupietl  by  any 
troops  of  either  army  before',  and   had  a  neat,  cleanly  appear- 
ance.    Preparations  were  being  made  for  a  grand  ball  to  come 
off  the  evening  of  the  2d,  in  honor  of  the  victory  gained  over 
our  fleet  at  Grand  Gulf,  but  alas !  the  intended  guests,  such  as 
had  passed  unscathed  the  ordeal  of  battle  on  the  previous  day, 
were  tripping  the  "light  fantastic  toe "  towards  some  distant 
point  of  safety  from  the  "  Yankee  vandals."     A  vast  amount  of 
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provender  had  been  prepared  for  the  anticipated  regalement, 
much  of  which  had  been  distributed  among  the  forlorn  guests, 
as  they  hurried  through  the  town.  The  remainder  was  claimed 
as  the  spoils  of  battle  and  was  appropriated  without  further 
ceremony. 

We  crossed  Bayou  Pierre,  on  the  3d,  on  a  floating  bridge, 
and  marched  to  Willow  Springs.  Here  the  column  was 
halted  for  three  days  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  15th  and  17th 
Army  Corps.  Foraging  parties  were  sent  out  to  procure 
supplies.  There  being  no  transportation  with  us,  and  all 
private  horses  being  left  behind,  the  parties  were  instructed  to 
forage  teams  and  horses  for  mounted  officers,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  All  the  mills  in  the  vicinity  were  im- 
mediately set  in  motion.  By  this  means  a  sufficient  supply  ot 
meal  was  obtained  There  were  plenty  of  cattle  in  the  country 
for  beef,  and  the  smoke-houses  were  full  of  pork.  Bacon,  salt, 
sugar  and  molasses  were  abundant,  besides  an  abundance  of 
poultry  and  many  other  luxuries  not  known  in  the  govern- 
ment ration. 

Foraging  parties  usually  returned  to  camp  mounted  on 
mules  or  horses,  or  in  fine  carriages,  to  which  were  hitched 
horses  or  mules,  or  one  of  each  as  circumstances  favored,  set 
off  with  plow-harness  or  silver-mounted  harness,  again  gov- 
erned by  circumstance.  The  riders  sat  in  the  midst  of  a  heap 
of  poultry  and  sacks  of  provender,  while  the  elegant  vehicles 
were  freighted  with  all  kinds  of  delicacies.  Where  the 
people  remained  at  home  private  property  was  seldom  dis- 
turbed, but  the  greater  portion  of  the  planters  having  hastily 
abandoned  their  homes,  thus  furnishing  direct  proof  of  dis- 
loyalty, everything  valuable  or  sweet  to  the  taste  was  forth- 
with appropriated.  No  dwelling,  however,  was  burned  during 
this  march,  nor  cotton  destroyed.  Forage  of  all  kinds  was 
found  in  abundance,  and  the  army  fared  sumptuously.  It  was 
a  wealthy  cotton-growing  region,  and  the  accumulation  of  a 
two  or  three  years'  crop  had  piled  their  cotton  sheds  full  of 
that  coveted  article. 

On  many  plantations  from  one  to  three  hundred  bales  were 
thus  stowed  away  in  complete  readiness  for  market.     None  of 
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this  was  disturbed  by  the  passing  troops.  The  dwellings  of  the 
planters  were  large-sized,  airy  mansions  surrounded  by  mag- 
nificent flower  gardens  and  groves  of  evergreens,  in  the  latter 
of  which  flourished  pines,  cedars  and  magnolias,  wreathed 
about  with  tall  thick  rose  hedges,  which  were  just  beginning 
to  bloom.  The  dwellers  in  these  Arcadian  abodes,  when 
found  at  home,  seemed  to  possess  all  the  pride  and  culture 
usual  among  the  Southern  aristocracy,  and  presided  over  their 
dusky  harems  with  much  the  same  dignity  that  would  become 
a  Turkish  prince.  In  most  cases  they  were  masters  of  the 
situation,  and  although  evincing  much  chagrin  at  our  unweU 
come  visits,  from  motives  of  policy  usually  treated  us  with  a 
gentlemanly  dignity  becoming  their  station.  The  women  were 
less  guarded  in  their  manners  and  language,  and  frequently 
treated  us  to  a  torrent  of  abuse,  unequalled  since  the  days  of 
Shakespeare's  Queen  Margaret  of  Lancaster.  A  hearty  laugh 
was  the  usual  response  to  these  tragic  outbreaks  of  indigna- 
tion, but  they  seldom  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  capture 
of  favorite  carriage  horses,  and  the  driving  away  of  live  stock. 
About  this  time  an  important  capture  was  effected  by  Captain 
Smith,  of  Company  G,  while  in  charge  of  a  foraging  party. 
The  party  came  to  the  abode  of  a  wealthy  planter,  who  had 
departed  with  all  else  valuable,  except  a  favorite  carriage 
horse,  left  for  the  use  and  in  charge  of  his  wife.  Without 
provocation,  the  good  lady  began  reviling  the  captain  and  his 
band  before  any  seizures  were  made.  Accidentally  coming 
upon  the  horse,  one  of  the  band  concluded  it  would  be  easier 
riding  than  walking  into  camp,  and  having  the  means  at  hand, 
made  preparations  accordingly.  The  vigilant  keeper  objected 
seriously,  by  intermingling  passionate  entreaty  with  the  most 
bitter  invectives.  But  plea,  however  eloquent,  was  of  no  avail, 
and  the  animal  sacred  to  -the  household  was  ridden  off"  in 
triumph.  He  was  immediately  purchased  from  the  Govern- 
ment by  Col.  Wilds,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  faithful  and 
constant  member  of  the  regiment  He  passed  through  all  the 
battles  up  to  Cedar  Creek  unscathed.  Here  he  was  seriously 
wounded,  at  the  same  time  with  his  master.  Having  con- 
ceived a  strong  affection  for  Brownie,  a  mare  brought  into  the 
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service  by  Major  Wright,  he  was  immediately  purchased  by 
him  after  the  death  of  his  lamented  master,  and  having 
recovered  from  his  wound,  although  deprived  of  the  use  of  his 
caudal  extremity  in  consequence  thereof,  is  still  performing 
duty  in  the  regiment.  There  is  something  remarkable  in  the 
fact  that  although  these  parties,  during  the  entire  campaign, 
were  constantly  wandering  away  from  camp,  and  scouring  the 
country  for  a  distance  of  7  or  8  miles  from  its  limits,  they  were 
never  attacked  or  in  any  way  disturbed.  We  broke  camp  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  and  reached  Rocky  Springs  early  in 
the  same  day,  a  very  small  village,  having  originally  but  one 
trading  store  and  few  dwellings.  Here  about  one  and  one- 
lialf  days'  rations  were  issued,  the  first  that  had  been  received 
by  the  command  since  leaving  Bruinsburg.  Next  day  we 
were  advanced  about  three  miles  to  a  place  called  Big  Sandy, 
and  took  position  in  readiness  for  an  attack,  which  it  was 
rumored  would  soon  be  made.  Next  day  the  troops  were 
reviewed  by  Gen.  Grant  in  person.  A  few  more  rations  were 
issued  while  at  this  point,  the  last  we  were  to  receive  until 
after  the  capture  of  Haines'  Bluff.  We  remained  here  until  the 
lOth,  foraging  as  usual,  and  saving  rations  for  a  march  by 
this  means. 

We  moved  near  to  a  small  town  on  the  loth,  called  Cayuga. 
Here  we  were  joined  by  the  corps  of  McPherson  and  Sherman, 
which  were  formed  on  our  right.  The  evening  was  clear,  plea- 
sant and  beautiful.  Here  for  the  first  time  was  assembled  the 
grand  army. 

Miles  away  to  our  right  gleamed  the  bright  camp-fires  of 
more  than  50,000  armed  men,  while  hill  and  dale  rang  with 
the  inspiring  chorus  of  national  airs  being  discoursed  by  more 
than  a  score  of  brass  bands.  How  strong  we  felt !  How 
unimportant  we  thought  our  enemy !  We  no  longer  enter- 
tained any  fears  concerning  the  result. 

We  moved  out  again  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  encoun- 
tering the  advance  cavalry  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  Fourteen 
Mile  creek. 

The  columns  were  wheeled  into  line,  skirmishers  thrown 
out,  and  the  advance  began.  An  open  field  intervened  between 
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the  place  at  which  the  lines  were  formed  and  a  narrow  strip 
of  woods    along  the  bank  of  the  creek  in  which  the  enemy 
were  posted.     A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  when  a  charge  was 
ordered.      Without  waiting  to  give  or  receive  a  volley,  the  en- 
emy withdrew  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.    We  encamped 
on  the  ground  which  the  enemy  had  occupied  and  halted  for 
the  night.     Next  morning  we  crossed  the  creek  and  discovered 
the  enemy's  pickets  about  two  and  one-half  miles  beyond  Our 
division   (Hovey's)  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  threw  out  a 
skirmish   line  nearly  two   miles   in   length  and   drove   in  the 
enemy's  pickets.     The  remainder  of  the  force  withdrew  in  the 
direction  of  Raymond.     Skirmishing  continued  until  noon,  at 
times  very  severe,  there  being  several  wounded  in  the  division. 
Meanwhile  the   Pioneer  Corps  were  busily  engaged  in  cutting 
a  road   through  the  woods  to  the  right.     The  whole  force  of 
the   enemy,  probably  25,000  strong,  were  not  more  than  two 
miles  in  advance  of  our  line.     Had  they  been  apprised  of  our 
position    and  number,  they  might  very  easily  have  captured, 
or  at  least  utterly  routed,  our  little  force  of  4,000  men.    About 
I    o'clock  an  order  was  received  to  move  out  by  the   right 
flank  through  the  road  cut  out  by  the  pioneers.     When  the 
column  had  gotten  finely  in  motion  the  long  line  of  .skirmish- 
ers  was   withdrawn,  and  followed  quickly   after.     This   feint 
which  resulted  so  successfully  was  made  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  sending  reinforcements  towards  Jackson,  in  which  direc- 
tion the  columns  of  McPherson  and  Sherman  were  pressing. 
Marching  rapidly,  we  encamped  about  dark  in    a   corn-field 
about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  where  we  had  been  menacing 
the  enemy.     Scarcely  had  we  broken   ranks   when  a  terrible 
rain-storm  set  in,  flooding  the  ground  and  drenching  us  com- 
pletely.   We  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  lack  of  softness 
in  our  beds  that  night      The  wet  and  newly  ploughed  ground 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  tired  limbs  rather  more  readily  than 
was  desirable.     Still  there  was  no   help  for  it,  and  each  com- 
prehending the  necessity  submitted  to  the  soft  embrace  of  his 
muddy  couch  without  a  murmur.  Resuming  the  march  on  the 
following  morning,  we  reached  Raymond  about  noon  of  the 
same  day.     Halting  about  an  hour,  we  had  time  to  inspect  the 
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battle  field  of  the  12th,  where  a  portion  of  our  forces  under 
McPherson  had  routed  two  brigades  of  the  enemy  under  Gen- 
erals Gregg  and  Walker.  We  there  saw  the  prisoners  captured 
by  General  McPherson.  The  citizens  here  talked  ominously 
of  an  overpowering  force  which  the  enemy  would  hurl  against 
us  if  we  advanced  any  nearer  their  stronghold,  Vicksburg. 
By  the  aid  of  this  force  they  expected  Divine  Providence  would 
utterly  destroy  and  annihilate  General  Grant  and  his  army. 
They  seemed  anxious  to  prevent  so  great  a  disaster,  and  kindly 
advised  us  to  be  warned  and  retire  in  time.  Raymond  was 
something  smaller  and  less  neatly  built  than  Port  Gibson. 
Having  been  occupied  by  Confederate  troops  for  some  time 
previous,  it  had  that  untidy  appearance  which  the  occupation 
of  a  small  place  always  presents.  It  was  defended  by  a  single 
line  of  rifle  pits  from  which  the  enemy  were  dislodged  on  the 
1 2th,  with  considerable  difficulty.  Taking  the  road  leading  to 
Clinton  from  this  place,  the  column  moved  out  (bur  or  five 
miles  and  encamped  for  the  night.  During  this  march  another 
Mississippi  flood  descended  upon  us.  The  roads  were  flooded 
with  water  in  some  places  for  a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile,, 
from  10  to  12  inches  in  depth.  This  time  we  encamped  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  and  had  wet  leaves  for  our  beds.  Here  a 
plentiful  supply  of  beef,  bacon  and  mutton  was  obtained,  and 
also  sweet  potatoes,  but  no  meal,  from  the  surrounding  country. 
Advancing  on  the  14th  to  Clinton,  a  very  scanty  supply  of 
meal  was  obtained  and  issued.  The  negroes  were  able  to  fur- 
nish us  with  a  very  moderate  supply  of  corn  bread  as  we 
marched  along,  and  upon  these  we  were  mainly  dependent  for 
this  very  essential  article  of  subsistence  until  the  opening  of 
communication  via  Haines'  Bluff.  The  negroes  everywhere 
exhibited  the  most  extravagant  joy  upon  our  approach,  and 
were  ever  ready  to  impart  all  the  information  concerning  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  that  they  possessed,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country.  Although  instructed  by  their  masters  to 
flee  lo  the  woods  when  we  should  approach,  and  told  that  they 
would  be  plundered  and  butchered  by  our  soldiers,  they,  so  far 
from  having  any  fear  of  us,  hailed  our  coming  as  the  certain 
dawn  of  the  ''year  of  jubilee."     They  readily  exchanged  their 
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combread  for  a  littlg  bacon  from  their  masters'  smokehouses, 
which,  although  they  had  not  dared  to  touch  it  themselves, 
they  considered  safe  to  take  from  us  in  this  way. 

Clinton  is  a  small  dilapidated  village  composed  mainly  of 
small  wooden  buildings,  although  possessing  a  few  elegant 
residences  in  its  outer  limits.  The  next  morning  our  division 
was  placed  in  advance  on  the  main  road  leading  to  Vicksburg. 
Skirmishers  were  kept  well  in  advance  of  the  column  and  a 
few  shots  exchanged,  the  enemy's  cavalry  prowling  in  our 
front.  Marching  slowly,  we  reached  a  point  about  one  mile 
to  the  left  of  Bolton  Station. 

During  the  day's  march  a  tall  Lieutenant  of  the  regiment,  in 
search  of  what  he  might  find,  stumbled  on  what  appeared  to 
be  an  abandoned  wagon-maker's  shop,  and  finding  it  locked, 
became  convinced  in  his  own  mind  that  it  must  contain  some- 
thing very  valuable.  Calling  for  some  assistance  from  our 
passing  column,  a  sturdy,  raw-boned,  two-hundred-pound 
Dutchman  volunteered  his  assistance.  Having  arranged  that 
there  should  be  an  equal  distribution  of  the  supposed  spoils, 
they  proceeded  to  break  open  the  doors.  The  carefully  con- 
cealed treasure  welcomed  their  entrance  with  a  hoarse  bray 
that  seemed  to  awaken  the  echoes  of  the  forest  for  miles 
around.  They  brought  forth  their  captured  prey  in  triumph — 
an  ass  of  ponderous  proportions,  and  declared  by  the  lucky 
captors  to  be  worth  J>2,ooo  anywhere  on  the  continent  but 
in  the  particular  vicinity  of  his  seizure.  A  loud  shout  of 
laughter  from  the  column  was  immediately  answered  by  a 
louder  bray.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  He  was  too  valuable 
to  leave  behind,  and  it  was  determined  the  brawny  Dutch- 
man should  lead  him.  Advancing  to  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn, the  sequestered  prize  treated  the  field  officers  to  a  length- 
ened operatic  flow  of  original  music,  assisted  by  the  jubilant 
Dutchman,  the  burden  of  whose  song  was  **  Wo,"  "  Wo  dare," 
••\^at  you  means?"  Half  an  hour  of  this  was  all  the  weak 
nerves  of  the  Colonel  could  endure,  and  declaring  the  seizure 
illegal,  he  ordered  it  to  be  taken  to  the  rear  and  released, 
charging  the  long  Lieutenant  with  the  execution  of  the  order. 
{Conclusion  in  next  number) 
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THE  SEARCH  FOR  A  SHILLING. 


A  True  Story  of  Territorial  Days  in  Iowa. 


BY  ALLIE  M.  LETTS. 


One  bright  November  morning  in  1844,  a  family  group 
stood  at  the  door  of  a  little  log  cabin  in  southern  Iowa,  bid- 
ding good-bye  to  the  eldest  son  and  brother. 

He  was  a  big,  strong  fellow,  larger  than  his  father,  but  a 
glance  at  his  face  showed  you  that  he  was  only  a  boy.  not 
more  than  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  his  lips  quivered  a  little 
as  he  tried  to  say  "  good-bye"  bravely. 

"  My  son,"  said  the  father,  *'  you  are  young  to  go  out  alone 
in  the  world  to  earn  your  own  li^  ing,  even  for  a  short  time, 
and  you  know  it  is  not  what  I  had  planned.  In  fact,  all  our 
plans  have  failed,  or  you  would  be  starting  to  school  now  in- 
stead of  going  out  in  search  of  work." 

The  boy  answered  cheerfully,  "  I  know,  father,  but  it  is  all 
right,  or  will  be  as  soon  as  I  get  work  ;  as  I  have  partly  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  I  will  get  work  with  some  carpenter,  and 
as  soon  as  I  can  earn  enough  to  buy  clothes  and  books,  I  will 
start  to  school,  probably  in  Burlington.  I  will  go  every  day  1 
can  till  spring,  and  when  you  want  to  go  back  to  our  own  farm 
I  will  go  with  you,  if  you  need  me." 

"  No  doubt  it  is  the  best  thing  you  can  do,"  said  the  father, 
'*  but  I  am  sorry.  I  wanted  you  to  have  a  good  education ;  it 
is  the  only  thing  you  cannot  possibly  lose.  It  is  not  like  riches, 
that  sometimes  take  wings  and  fly  away.  You  are  starting 
empty  handed,  too,  but  many  great  and  good  men  have  done 
the  same.  Nothing  can  harm  you  if  you  do  right.  Be  indus- 
trious; shun  evil  companions;  be  a  good,  honest,  true  man,  and 
all  will  be  well.  Farewell,"  and  the  tenderness  of  his  heart 
spoke  forth  in  the  Quaker  ''farewell"  learned  from  his  boy-* 
hood's  companions. 

The  mother  had  .said  her  parting  words  the  night  before  and 
only  added,  "  You  will  write  soon,  my  son."     She  did  not  say 
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"  every  day  or  week,"  as  mothers  do  now-a-days,  for  there  was 
only  a  weekly  mail,  and  the  postage  was  a  shilling  on  each 
letter,  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  route  by  the  receiver.  In 
that  new  country,  in  those  hard  times,  letters  were  either  lux- 
uries or  necessities,  not  every-day  affairs,  by  any  means. 

*'  Yes.  I  will  write,  but  you  may  be  sure  I  am  all  right  if  you 
do  not  hear." 

"  But  you  will  write  if  you  are  sick  ?  Promise  me,  my  son, 
you  will  let  me  know  if  anything  goes  wrong  with  you,"  anx- 
iously urged  the  mother,  never  dreaming  that  her  request 
would  be  the  cause  of  anxious  hours,  and  a  sleepless  night,  but 
the  boy  gave  the  desired  promise,  kissed  her,  and  the  little 
children,  and  went  on  his  way. 

James  Maine,  the  father,  and  his  wife  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  and  removed  to  Pennsylvania  with  their  parents 
while  young,  married,  and  remained  there  till  they  had  a  large 
&mily,  mostly  sons.  The  fabulous  reports  of  the  rich  prairie 
lands  of  the  Great  West  attracted  Mr.  Maine's  attention,  and 
heso  longed  for  better  opportunities  for  a  start  in  life  for  his 
sons  than  had  fallen  to  his  own  lot,  that  he  made  a  prospecting 
tour  through  several  western  States.  He  entered  land  in  Iowa 
and  removed  thither  in  1842,  taking  with  him  lumber  to  build 
a  frame  house  on  his  new  farm. 

Several  other  families,  relatives  and  neighbors,  went  with,  or 
followed  them,  and  a  little  colopy  settled  on  the  prairie,  with 
high  hopes  and  bright  anticipations. 

Hastily  constructed  log  houses  and  board  shanties  did  duty 
for  shelter  the  first  summer,  while  they  were  breaking  the 
prairie  sod  and  putting  in  their  crops;  but  with  the  summer's 
heat  came  .sickness.  Ague  and  malarial  fevers  were  prevalent, 
and  often  there  was  scarcely  one  well  person  in  the  little 
colony. 

First   settlers   in   the  western   States  had  to  contend  with  a 

great  deal  of  sickness  from  several  causes  :     First,  the  change 

•  of  climate  was  great  from  the  hills  and  woods  of  the  East  to 

the  sun-scorched,  wind-swept  prairies  of  the  West.     Secondly, 

they  always  settled  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  and  built  their 
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houses  near  a  spring  or  creek,  probably  in  memory  of  the  cool 
springs  and  pebbly  brooks  of  their  native  states. 

But  the  little  streams  and  springs  were  near  marshy  ground, 
and  the  decaying  vegetation  there,  as  well  as  that  caused  by 
the  turning  of  the  prairie  sod  by  the  breaking  plow,  caused 
sickness,  and  often  death.  More  than  once  that  first  season 
the  prairie  sod  was  broken  for  a  grave!  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maine 
laid  their  eldest  child,  a  beautiful  daughter  of  eighteen  bright 
summers,  beneath  the  prairie  flowers,  that  first  autumn. 

The  little  colony  was  broken  up.  Some  returned  to  their 
eastern  Homes,  but  Mr.  Maine  struggled  along  the  second  year 
amidst  all  sorts  of  discouragements,  finished  building  his  frame 
house,  moved  in,  and  raised  a  crop,  but  the  long-continued 
sickness  of  the  mother  and  the  little  ones  forced  them  to  leave 
their  new  home  and  go  into  an  older-settled  part  of  the  State, 
rent  a  small  farm,  and  await  the  further  development  of  the 
country,  while  they  were  recovering  their  health. 

So,  here  we  find  them,  thirty-five  miles  from  their  own  home, 
in  a  little  log  cabin  not  far  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  mother  and 
children  rosy  with  health  again,  the  crops  gathered,  and  the 
eldest  son,  Lafayette,  leaving  home  in  search  of  work,  and  an 
education. 

One  afternoon,  a  few  weeks  later,  the  mother  and  younger 
children  were  alone  in  the  cabin,  the  father  having  returned  to 
the  farm  on  business.  The  boys  were  in  school,  and  cis  the 
short  afternoon  began  to  wane  the  mother  laid  aside  her  work, 
and  set  about  preparing  the  evening  meal  for  her  little  flock. 

Suddenly  a  clatter,  and  chattering  outside,  announced  that 
the  boys  were  home  from  school,  and  unusually  excited  about 
something.  The  mother  met  the  noisy  trio  at  the  door  with  a 
smile.  Judson,  the  eldest,  a  dark-eyed,  manly  boy  of  fourteen, 
said  hurriedly : 

"  Mother,  there  is  a  letter  in  the  postoffice  for  father."  "And," 
piped  in  Franklin,  "  the  postmaster  wouldn't  let  us  have  it  be- 
cause we  didn't  have  any  shilling  to  give  him.  He  called  it  a 
*  bit,'  "  added  the  little  fellow,  contemptuously. 

**  Give  us  the  bit,  mother,"  urged  Emmett,  the  youngest  of 
the  three,  proud  of  the  new  western  word,  "  and  let  us  go  right 
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back  for  it,"  for  even  the  children  knew  how  the  homesick 
parents  longed  to  hear  from  the  old  home  and  old  friends. 

"  Softly,  boys,"  said  the  mother,  still  smiling ;  "don't  all  talk 
at  once ;  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  late  to  go  back  to-night,  and," 
after  a  moment  s  pause,  *'  I  don't  know  as  there  is  a  shilling  in 
the  house ;  Fll  see,"  and  she  dusted  the  corn  meal  from  her 
hands,  and  left  the  mush  to  boil,  while  she  went  in  search  ot 
the  shilling. 

She  looked  carefully  through  an  old  leather  wallet  of  the 
father,  felt  of  an  old-fashioned  bead  purse,  searched  carefully 
though  the  many  compartments  of  the  "  India  box,"  where 
precious  things  were  kept,  only  finding  a  few  tarnished  pennies 
that  had  belonged  to  "  the  little  boy  that  died"  ;  sighed  a  little, 
put  them  back,  and  went  on  with  the  preparations  for  the  sim- 
ple supper,  saying,  "  Your  father  has  taken  the  little  money  he 
had  with  him;  we  must  wait  for  the  letter  till  he  comes  home." 

A  little  later,  Judson  came  in  with  his  pail  of  new  milk,  and 
while  he  was  straining  it,  said,  "  I  asked  the  postmaster  to  give 
me  the  letter,  and  I  would  bring  the  money  in  the  morning, 
but  he  said  he  couldn't  do  it,  but  he  said,  *Tell  your  folks  the 
letter  is  from  Burlington.'  " 

Then  indeed  did  the  mother's  face  flush,  and  her  eyes  look 
troubled,  as  she  exclaimed:  **  Burlington  !  Why !  Judson,  it  is 
from  your  brother,  Lafayette.  I  did  not  expect  a  letter  so  soon 
again.  I  do  wish  that  postmaster  had  sent  it  out.  Perhaps 
your  brother  is  sick,"  and  her  mother's  heart  grew  more  and 
more  anxious. 

Judson,  wise  beyond  his  years,  said,  "  Don't  worry,  mother. 
It  is  some  good  news  likely ;  and  if  he  is  sick  you  couldn't  go 
to  him  till  father  comes ;  he  has  the  team,  you  know." 

**  Why !  Yes,  I  could,  Judson.  I  could  borrow  a  side  saddle 
and  ride  Dolly.  I  used  to  ride  on  horseback  a  good  deal  when 
I  was  young."  **  But  the  children,  mother?"  and  he  looked  at 
the  little  sister  and  rosy  four-year-old  baby  brother,  and  his 
face  took  on  a  puzzled  look.  Then  the  mother  laid  her  hand 
fondly  on  his  shoulder  and  said,  "  I  could  trust  you  with  the 
children.  Judson  !  you  took  good  care  of  them  more  than  a 
year  ago,  while  I  was  sick.    You  would  be  just  as  faithful  now 
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if  need  be,"  and  the  two  pairs  of  eyes,  one  so  fond  and  proud, 
the  other  so  trustworthy,  looked  into  each  other  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  it  was  settled. 

"  It  is  too  late  to  do  anything  to-night,  but  in  the  morning 
we  must  find  some  way  to  get  that  letter,"  but  there  was  little 
sleep  for  the  anxious  mother  that  night. 

The  family  was  astir  early  the  next  morning.  The  younger 
boys  were  sent  to  school,  and  though  Judson  tried  to  hasten 
his  morning's  work,  his  faithful  hands  found  so  much  to  do  in 
his  father's  absence  that  it  was  not  very  early  when  he  set  out 
in  search  of  his  shilling. 

Mrs.  Maine  sent  him  to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  wealthiest  man  in 
the  neighborhood,  to  borrow  the  money  until  the  father's 
return. 

Mrs.  Ingersoll  met  him  at  the  door,  and  gave  him  a  warm 
welcome,  for  he  was  a  favorite  of  hers.  She  asked  cordially 
after  the  family,  but  when  he  made  his  errand  known,  her  face 
took  on  almost  as  much  of  a  troubled  look  as  his  mother's  had. 

**  I  am  awful  sorry,  Judson,  but  I  declare  I  haven't  a  *  bit'  in 
the  house.  I  wish  to  goodness  I  had  ;  you  should  have  it 
this  minute.  I  know  Mr.  Ingersoll  hasA't,  either,  so  there  is 
no  use  to  hunt  for  him.  I  don't  know  where  in  the  land  of  the 
living  you'd  find  a  cent  around  here,  either."  Good  woman  ! 
no  wonder  she  was  puzzled ;  they  were  the  rich  folks  of  the 
neighborhood,  owned  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  horses, 
cattle,  and  grain  in  plenty,  but  not  a  cent  in  money. 

What  could  be  done  ?  They  could  not  send  potatoes,  or 
butter,  or  eggs  to  the  postoffice,  as  they  did  to  the  store,  and 
she  looked  pityingly  at  the  boy,  who  was  just  starting  home 
with  a  disappointed  look  on  his  face. 

A  *'  Hello  !"  from  the  gate  called  Mrs.  Ingersoll  to  the  door, 
and  a  man  on  horseback  said,  "  Good  morning  !  Mrs.  Inger- 
soll, can  you  give  me  an  early  dinner  ?  I  have  been  riding 
since  daylight,  and  my  horse  is  tired,  and  I  want  to  travel  a 
good  many  miles  yet,  before  night." 

"  Yes,"  she  answered  ;  "  come  right  in.  Judson,  won't  you 
take  the  horse  around  to  the  barn  and  water  and  feed  him,  and 
then  come  in  again  before  you  go  home  ?" 
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This  was  not  the  first  time  Judson  had  done  little  chores  for 
this  good  neighbor  and  he  did  not  think  strange  of  her  i  equest, 
but  as  he  came  back  to  the  kitchen  door  Mrs.  Ingersoll  rushed 
out,  caught  him  by  the  arm,  and  whispered  eagerly,  **  Wait 
till  this  man  pays  for  his  dinner  and  then  I  will  have  the  money 
for  you,  don't  you  see  ?  I'll  charge  him  two  *  bits'  for  his  din- 
ner and  horse  feed,"  and  the  pleasure  in  her  face  leaped  like  a 
flash  of  light  to  his,  and  she  flew  back  to  the  kitchen,  and  he 
went  in  and  waited  as  patiently  as  possible. 

How  long  that  hour  seemed  to  the  boy  while  he  waited ! 
knowing  his  mother  was  wondering  at  his  delay  ;  and  although 
Mrs.  Ingersoll  was  not  slow  in  preparing  the  meal,  the  stranger 
took  his  own  time  in  despatching  it ;  how  very  deliberate  he 
was,  and  how  much  he  talked  while  eating. 

He  told  his  hostess  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
going  to  Iowa  City — then  the  capital — to  take  his  seat  at  the 
assembling  of  that  honorable  body,  a  day  or  two  later. 

It  was  w^th  no  little  interest  that  the  boy  looked  at  the  man. 
He  wore  "  store  clothes,"  and  no  doubt  had  a  full  purse  and 
a  very  wise  head. 

When    the  honorable  member  from county  began 

preparations  for  his  departure,  Judson  ran  to  the  barn  for  the 
horse,  brought  him  around  to  the  gate,  and  as  the  stranger  had 
not  made  his  appearance,  he  tied  him  to  the  post  and  went  to 
the  door  to  say,  *'  The  horse  is  ready,"  just  in  time  to  hear  him 
make  the  following  explanation  : 

***Mrs.  Ingersoll,  I  am  sorry — perhaps  I  ought  to  have  told 
you  before — ^but  I  was  sure  it  would  not  make  any  difference 
with  you,  but  I  cannot  pay  my  bill  this  morning,  but  I  will  be 
along  this  way  as  I  return  and  stop  with  you  again  and  pay 
both  bi  Is  at  once.  In  the  meantime  I  am  under  obh'gations 
to  you  for  your  kind  entertainment.  Good  morning,"  and  he 
walked  briskly  to  his  horse,  mounted,  bowed  and  rode  away 
just  as  cheerily  as  if  he  had  not  left  disappointment  and  dis- 
may in  his  wake. 

"  Well !  I  declare !  If  that  ain't  too  bad,  Judson  !"  said  Mrs. 
Ingersoll.  "  Why!  I  was  just  as  sure  of  that  money,  as  if  I'd  a 
had  it  in  my  hand !     But   I   couldn't  say  a  word,  could  I  ?     If 
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he  didn't  have  the  money  he  couldn't  pay  me,  you  know.    Oh 
dear !"  and  the  good  woman,  who  did  not  think  of  her  own 
profits  for  a  moment,  was  much  cast  down  for  the  boy's  sake. 

Judson's  heart  was  heavy,  but  he  spoke  as  cheerfully  as  pos- 
sible to  his  kind  friend,  and  started  hurriedly  homeward.  The 
forenoon  was  gone  and  yet  he  had  not  found  the  much  needed 
shilling,  and  it  was  a  sad  face  that  looked  up  into  his  mother's 
as  she  met  him  at  the  door. 

"  We'll  have  to  wait  till  father  comes  home,"  he  said  after  he 
had  tpld  his  story.  *'  If  Mr.  Ingersoll  hasn't  any  money,  it  isn't 
likely  any  of  the  other  neighbors  have,"  and  he  paused  discon- 
solately. 

"  No,"  said  the  mother,  musingly;  "but  really  I  can't  wait 
days  for  that  letter.     Is  there  nothing  we  can  sell  for  money  ?" 

"  We  have  some  corn,  but  none  to  spare,  and  they  don't  buy 
corn  at  the  postoffice,  and  the  stores  pay  for  everything  peo- 
ple have  to  sell  in  trade." 

"  The  postmaster  keeps  a  drug  store,  I  believe,"  said  the 
mother,  and  a  little  light  began  to  dawn  in  her  face,  and  she 
rose  and  went  to  a  neat  medicine  chest,  carefully  filled  by  their 
doctor  before  they  left  their  old  home. 

As  she  looked  meditatively  over  the  case  her  eye  fell  on 
some  bottles  in  one  compartment,  with  the  red  sealing  wax  yet 
unbroken.  As  she  lifted  them  from  the  case  her  quick  eye 
read  the  labels,  "  Wintergreen  Essence,"  and  she  gave  a  little, 
glad  gasping  cry  and  exclaimed,  *'  O  Judson !  Look  !  Here 
are  a  number  of  bottles  of  wintergreen  essence  that  your  father 
took  with  that  lot  of  mixed  goods,  on  a  bad  debt.  The  post- 
master will  take  these,  I  know.  Get  ready  quick  and  go,"  and 
she  hastily  packed  the  bottles  into  a  little  basket,  helped  him 
brush  his  hair  and  coat,  for  no  hurry  ever  made  her  forget  to 
help  her  little  man  to  be  neat  and  clean. 

How  fast  Judson  flew  over  the  ground,  how  the  postmaster 
willingly  took  his  bottles  and  gave  him  his  letter,  and  how 
quickly  he  ran  home  and  placed  the  letter  in  his  mother's 
hands,  is  needless  to  tell. 

That  dear  mother's  fingers  trembled  a  little  as  she  broke  the 
seal,  and  the  eager  children  around  her  knee  watched  her  face 
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in  breathless  interest  as  she  read,  and  when  she  laughed  a  rip- 
pling little  laugh,  and  then  half  sobbed,  and  her  eyes  ran  over 
with  tears  as  she  laughed  again,  they  could  only  look  on  in 
wonder.  And  this  is  the  letter  she  read,  written  in  a  big, 
sprawling,  boyish  hand,  interspersed  with  many  capitals  : 

"Burlington,  Iowa, 1844. 

Dear  Father  &  Mother  : 

I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  let  you  know  I  am  well  and 
hope  you  are  enjoying  the  .same  great  Blessing,  I  sent  you 
word  that  I  got  here ^11  Right  and  will  now  tell  you  how  lam 
getting  along. 

I  could  not  get  any  Carpenter  work.  It  was  too  late  in  the 
Season ;  I  tried  two  days,  then  I  bought  an  Ax,  I  gave  one 
Dollar  and  Fifty  cents  for  it,  and  it  was  all  the  money  I  had ; 
Then  I  went  to  a  woodpile  and  got  a  Hickory  stick  and  made 
an  Ax  helve  and  was  ready  for  work.  I  got  a  Job  right  away. 
Got  a  job  of  cutting  15  cords  of  4  foot  wood  for  a  pair  of 
Boots,  good  heavy  ones.  I  am  cutting  for  a  suit  of  Clothes 
now.  As  soon  as  I  get  them  and  some  Books  I  will  start  to 
school,  I  can  pay  for  my  Board  chopping  nights,  and  morn- 
ings, and  Saturdays.  Tell  Jud  and  Doc  to  be  good  Boys  and 
little  Sister  not  to  forget  me,  and  when  I  come  Home  I  will 
bring  her  and  the  little  boys  some  Candy.  Don't  worry  about 
me  mother,  I  am  doing  First  Rate. 

Your  Obedient  Son, 

Lafayette  E.  Maine." 

The  mother  read  this  letter  to  the  children,  then  gave  Judson- 
a  warm  dinner  and  sent  him  back  to  school,  re-read  the  letter 
and  then  went  about  her  work  with  a  glad  smile  on  her  lips 
the  rest  of  the  day. 

Strange !  that  she  should  wear  a  smiling  face  here  in  this 
strange  new  land,  almost  a  thousand  miles  from  the  old  home 
and  friends,  driven  from  the  new  home  by  sickness,  living  in  a 
log  cabin  with  only  one  room  and  a  loft,  on  rented  land,  her 
eldest  son  out  in  the  world  earning  his  own  living  by  cutting 
fifteen  cords  of  wood  for  a  pair  of  coarse  boots,  not  a  shilling 
in  her  purse,  and  money  so  scarce  that  the  richest  man  in  the 
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neighborhood,  and  even  the  law-makers  of  the  land,  were  no 
better  off,  and  yet  her  heart  sang  for  joy. 

For  right  down  in  her  warm  mother's  heart  she  knew  that 
this  discipline,  these  trials  and  hard  struggles,  were  making  a 
man  of  her  boy ;  that  poverty  could  not  harm  him,  but  would 
train  him  to  habits  of  economy  and  industry;  that  few  bad 
habits  grow  without  money  as  a  fertilizer ;  that  he, 

♦•  By  poverty  kept  to  his  daily  task, 
And  by  his  daily  task  to  virtue  kept," 

would  grow  up  an  honorable,  upright,  useful  man ;  and  so 
with  health  and  hope  and  faith  in  the  'dear  F'ather  over  all, 
caring  for  His  own,  why  should  she  not  smile  and  be  glad  ? 

LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF  THEODORE  GUELICH. 


BY    B.    F.    (iUfe. 


Theodore  Guelich,  who  died  at  Burlington,  on  the  27th  of 
January,  1893,  has  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  one  of  the 
notable  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein, 
January  29th,  1829.  He  began  the  usual  thorough  course  of 
education  common  to  the  ambitious  German  youth,  and  was 
preparing  for  entrance  into  one  of  the  best  Universities  when 
the  revolution  of  1848  began.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
revolutionists  with  all  the  ardor  of  a  freedom-loving  young 
student,  entered  the  army  and  served  with  great  gallantry  for 
three  years.  He  was  several  times  wounded  in  the  heroic 
struggles  which  his  countrymen  were  making  for  freedom 
from  their  oppressors,  and  when  defeat  finally  came,  he  with 
many  others  sought  a  new  home  in  the  American  Republic, 
beneath  the  protection  of  the  stars  and  stripes  that  Baron 
Steuben  and  other  gallant  German  patriots  had  fought  under  in 
the  dark  days  of  the  Revolution  of  1776. 

He  settled  at  Davenport  in  185  i,  and  soon  after  established 
Der  Democrat,  a  weekly  journal  which  took  high  rank  among 
the  German  papers  of  the  West.  While  publishing  his  paper, 
Mr.  Guelich  found  time  to  study  the  English  language  and 
law,  and  in    1856  he  had  made  such  progress  that  he  was 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE   AND    DEATH    OF   THEODORE   GUELICH.  47 

admitted  to  the  bar,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  new 
profession  while  still  editing  and  publishing  his  paper. 

He  at  once  took  strong  ground  against  American  slavery, 
and  was  earnest  and  outspoken  in  denunciation  of  the  outrages 
perpetrated  upon  the  early  settlers  in  Kansas  by  the  organized 
bands  of**  Border  Ruffians,"  who  sought  to  establish  slavery 
in  that  new  Territory. 

Although  he  had  advocated  the  election  of  F^ranklin  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  he  fearlessly  condemned  his  admin- 
istration when  it  sought  to  extend  slavery  into  the  free  western 
Territories.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  anti-slavery 
movement  in  the  West,  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party. 

When  the  great  rebellion  of  1861  threatened  to  overthrow 
the  American  Republic,  which  had  long  been  the  refuge  of 
the  oppressed  of  the  old  world,  and  President  Lincoln  issued 
his  first  call  for  volunteers  to  preserve  the  Union,  Theodore 
Guelich,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  enlisted  in  the  ist 
Iowa  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  on  the  day  the  President's 
proclamation  appeared. 

He  was  chosen  1st  Lieutenant  of  Company  *' G,"  and  the 
regiment  was  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  May  9th,  1861. 
On  the  1 6th  Mr.  Guelich  was  promoted  to  Quartermaster. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Wilson  Creek,  Belmont,  and  other 
fierce  engagements,  was  a  gallant  soldier  and  an  accomplished 
and  efficient  officer. 

Shortly  before  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  Mr.  Guelich 
had  removed  to  Burlington  and  established  the  loiva  Tribune, 
a  German  paper,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  that  city  and  resumed  his 
work  in  both  professions  with  marked  success.  Mr.  Guelich 
was  not  only  an  able  editor  of  his  own  paper,  but  was  a  fre- 
quent contributor  to  some  of  the  leading  journals  of  the 
State,  upon  topics  in  which  he  felt  a  deep  interest.  He  was  a 
writer  of  the  best  style  of  English,  and  a  powerful  antagonist 
in  the  numerous  discussions  that  he  had  on  subjects  of  legis- 
lation, upon  which  he  held  decided  opinions.  He  always 
maintained  his  views  with  rare  vigor  and  ability.     He  was  a 
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scholar  and  a  gentleman  in  all  his  controversies,  and  in 
solid  argument  and  close  reasoning  he  had  few  equals  among 
Iowa  journalists. 

When  the  Republican  party  was  organized  in  Iowa  for  the 
union  of  all  citizens  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  Mr. 
Guelich  was  one  of  the  most  determined  and  eloquent  advo- 
cates of  leaving  out  of  its  declaration  of  principles  all  minor 
issues  upon  which  the  anti-slavery  people  were  divided  in 
opinion.  He,  with  Hon.  James  Thorington,  Nicholas  J. 
Rusch,  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  and  other  wise  and  patriotic  lead- 
ers, insisted  upon  the  adoption  of  the  national  platform,  which 
had  consolidated  into  one  party  all  who  held  the  paramount 
issue  to  be  opposition  to  the  aggressions  of  the  slave  power. 
Many  earnest  and  sincere  men  in  Iowa  strongly  urged  upon 
the  first  Republican  State  Convention  the  endorsement  of  pro- 
hibition of  the  liquor  traffic,  which  was  then  a  live  issue  in 
State  legislation,  and  a  large  body  of  the  anti-slavery  wing  of 
the  old  Whig  party  as  strongly  urged  a  declaration  for  a 
protective  tariff.  But  it  was  urged  by  Guelich,  Thorington, 
Kirkwood  and  others,  that  upon  the  one  broad  principle  of 
opposition  to  the  aggressions  of  the  slave  power,  a  powerful 
and  invincible  party  could  be  organized,  embracing  men  of 
diverse  views  on  tariffs,  national  banks,  Know  Nothingism, 
prohibitionism,  etc.  But,  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  incorpo- 
rate such  minor  issues  in  the  platform,  union  was  impossible, 
and  defeat  of  the  one  great  cause  of  national  freedom  would 
be  inevitable. 

There  were  no  more  earnest  opponents  of  human  slavery  in 
America  than  the  thousands  of  Germans  who  had  left  their 
native  land  to  make  new  homes  in  a  foreign  country,  to  enjoy 
the  larger  freedom  which  a  republican  government  guaranteed 
to  its  citizens ;  and  their  opposition  to  prohibition  was  as  nearly 
universal  as  was  their  love  of  freedom  and  hatred  of  human 
bondage.  The  founders  of  the  Republican  party  in  Iowa 
wisely  held  the  minor  issues  in  abeyance,  and  organized  on 
the  broad  national  platform,  upon  which  all  anti-slavery  people 
could  stand  and  work  together  with  hope  and  enthusiasm.  So 
long  as  Iowa  Republicans  stood  on  the  old  national  platform 
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alone,  Mr.  Guelich  was  one  of  its  ablest  leaders  and  most 
devoted  supporters.  [But  when  it  indorsed  prohibition  his 
opposition  to  such  encroachments  upon  "  personal  liberty,"  as 
he  termed  it,  was  so  decided  that  he  left  the  party  with 
thousands  of  his  German  fellow-citizens,  and  united  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  a  crusade  against  the  Iowa  prohibitory 
law.  However  much  his  old  friends  and  associates  in  anti- 
slavery  days  may  have  differed  with  Mr.  Guelich  in  later 
years,  none  of  them  ever  questioned  his  sincerity  or  motives. 

He  was  the  soul  of  honor,  but  an  independent  thinker,  and 
had  the  courage  to  go  where  his  judgment,  reason  andi 
extreme  love  of  personal  liberty  led  him,  as  in  youthful  days; 
he  risked  his  life  in  two  wars  for  freedom  from  oppression. 

Although  a  wise  counselor  and  trusted  leader  in  the 
Republican  party  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  never  sought 
office,  always  preferring  to  work  in  the  ranks.  Later  in  life^ 
when  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
he  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee,  and 
served  with  marked  ability. 

Last  year  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Colum- 
bian Commission,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Edward  Johnstone. 

On  the  morning  of  January  27th  he  dropped  dead  in  his^ 
home  from  heart  disease,  without  any  previous  sickness.  He 
was  stricken  down  in  the  meridian  of  life,  in  the  full  vigor  of 
his  strong  manhood,  passing  instantly  from  a  career  of  great 
usefulness  and  all  of  its  varied  responsibilities,  into  the  life 
beyond. 

I  have  known  him  well  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  in 
the  early  days  of  the'  anti-slavery  movement,  was  often  inti- 
mately associated  with  him  in  political  affairs  and  contests. 
I  remember  him  as  a  young  man  endowed  with  strong  intel- 
lectual powers,  always  cool  and  self-possessed,  of  excellent 
judgment,  a  vigorous  writer  and  courageous  leader,  a  manly, 
conscientious  worker  for  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 

He  never  truckled  to  power  or  wealth,  but  maintained  a 
sturdy  independence,  that  won  for  him  the  respect  of  all 
honest  people.     He  was  not  hasty  in  reaching  conclusions. 
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He  carefully  weighed  th^  reasons  for  or  against  a  proposition, 
and  when  he  had  finally  made  his  decision  and  mapped  out  his 
path  of  duty,  he  pursued  it  with  an  iron  will  that  no  consider- 
ations of  personal  benefits  could  swerve. 

An  intimate  friend  writes  of  him  in  the  Burlington  Hcnvkeye: 
"  He  was  a  representative  of  the  highest  type  of  citizenship. 
Public  spirit  was  strong  in  him  at  all  times,  strong  even  to  the 
sacrifice  of  self  on  many  occasions  when  the  necessity  came  to 
chose  between  the  performance  of  what  he  considered  a  duty 
to  the  public,  or  the  furtherance  of  personal  interest.  On 
more  than  one  occasion  the  writer  has  known  him  to  turn  his 
back  upon  his  private  professional  work  for  weeks,  even 
months  at  a  time,  suffering  not  inconsiderable  losses,  when  he 
had  engaged  in  an  undertaking  of  a  public  character,  political 
or  otherwise.  And  all  this  without  the  thought  of  personal 
reward,  simply  from  a  sense  of  dut>%  that  permitted  him  not  to 
rest  until  the  self-imposed  task  was  completed.  He  would 
gratefully  and  kindly  accept  a  pleasant  word  in  recognition  of 
his  services,  but  as  to  accepting  any  recompense  of  a  sub- 
stantial character  for  himself,  he  spurned  such  an  idea  with 
scorn.  He  was  ever  ready  to  help  a  friend,  and  insist  that 
others  get  their  dues,  but  he  was  too  high-minded  to  give  any 
one  the  smallest  occasion  to  think  that  for  his  work  in  behalf 
of  the  public,  he  could  possibly  have  looked  forward  to 
compensation.  Indeed,  had  Theodore  Guelich  done  as  most 
men  think  proper  to  do,  and  had  he  demanded,  as  he  had 
a  right  to  demand,  and  accepted  that  recognition  for  his 
political  services  which  they  merited,  he  would  have  made  a 
remarkable  career  indeed. 

To  his  public-spiritedness,  to  his  many  virtues  as  a  model 
citizen,  the  press  of  Burlington  has  unitedly  taken  occasion  to 
pay  glowing  tributes  since  the  hour  of  his  death,  and  every 
word  of  encomium  that  has  been  said  in  honor  of  his  memory 
is  finding  a  responsive  echo  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
All  feel  that  by  his  sudden  departure  to  the  other  shore 
they  have  sustained  a  loss.  Yet  how  much  greater  is  this 
Joss  to  the  limited  number  of  those  who  stood  in  close  relation 
to  him.     For,  known  by  all,  friendly  to  everybody,  accessible 
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at  all  times  to  any  one  seeking  his  kind  counsel  or  assistance, 
it  is  nevertheless  true  that  but  very  few  really  intimately  knew 
the  remarkable  character  of  this  man.  The  tumultuous 
period  in  which  he  passed  those  years  of  his  youth,  during 
which  the  character  of  the  coming  man  is  formed,  had  left  an 
imprint  on  his  nature,  and  disappointments  in  later  years  had 
served  to  give  him  a  certain  reserve  and  reticence  of  manner 
which  often  led  those  who  did  not  know  him  well,  to  consider 
him  proud,  or  harsh  and  austere.  But  he  was  neither.  He 
did  not  care  to  unfold  the  innermost  sides  of  his  disposition  to 
everyone.  That  was  all — and  it  was  not  everybody,  therefore, 
who  was  privileged  to  know  his  charming  nature.  Far  from 
lacking  in  courtesy — he  was  really  the  most  courteous  of 
gentlemen,  one  who  did  not  indulge  in  studied  phrases, 
but  found  it  absolutely  impossible  to  do  or  say  anything  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  others  or  make  them  feel  ill  at  ease  in 
his  presence.  A  story  of  grief,  or  suffering,  or  sorrow,  always 
found  him  a  willing  listener.  The  needy  ever  found  him 
ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand. 

A  leading  trait  of  his  character  was  the  love  of  right  and 
justice.  In  pursuance  of  what  he  considered  right,  he  spared 
not  himself  nor  others.  He  rigidly  followed  the  path  of  duty, 
as  he  saw  it,  turning  neither  to  the  right  nor  left. 

When  he,  the  enthusiastic  Republican  leader,  left  the  party 
that  he  had  grown  up  in,  whose  principles  he  had  dearly 
loved,  it  was  not  without  many  pangs,  and  only  after  months 
of  anxious  meditation.  It  took  a  long  and  bitter  struggle 
with  himself  before  he  came  to  the  conviction  that  it  was  his 
dut}'  as  a  believer  in  personal  liberty,  to  associate  himself 
with  the  other  party  which  he  had  opposed  so  long  and 
bitterly.  But  having  once  made  the  change,  he  became  just  as 
earnest,  just  as  loyal  in  his  defense  of  the  new  political 
connection,  as  he  had  been  in  that  of  the  old. 

His  ability  as  a  writer  is  too  well  known  to  need  any 
special  mention.  A  thinker  by  nature,  he  had  the  faculty  of 
expressing  his  thoughts  in  forcible  and  convincing  language, 
marked   by   brevity   and  elegance.     There   are    few    of    his 
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nationality  who  acquire  so  complete  a  mastery  of  Elnglfsh  as 
he  possessed. 

He  was  a  man  whom  it  was  an  honor  to  know,  and  a 
privilege  to  count  as  a  friend.  He  would  have  achieved 
greatness  had  he  sought  it.  His  life  was  memorable  and 
successful,  as  he  always  tried  to  be  helpful  to  others." 


Of  the  members  of  the  United  States  Senate  in  that  memo- 
rable long  session  of  1850, 1  have  as  yet  been  able  to  trace  but 
one,  as  still  living  and  voting  in  this  weary  world.  I  have  fol- 
lowed some  quite  fresh  tracks  quite  hopefully  till  they  sud- 
denly brought  up  before  a  barrier  of  granite  or  marble,  a  closed 
gateway,  shaded  by  yews,  and  flanked  by  inverted  torches. 
Senator  and  General  George  Wallace  Jones,  of  Iowa,  a  hero  of 
the  Black  Hawk  War  and  several  affairs  of  honor,  who  must 
be  pretty  far  down  on  the  sunset  side  of  fourscore,  was  a 
notable  and  gallant  figure  here  during  the  Grand  Army  En- 
campment, and  is  again  visiting  the  Capital,  where  he  impresses 
all  who  meet  him  by  his  wonderful*  vigor,  physical  and  mental. 
In  1850  he  was  a  handsome,  elegant  man,  very  dark,  and  with 
an  abundance  of  tightly  curling,  black  hair,  yet  no  abolitionist 
for  all  that.  He  has  still  his  manly  beauty,  his  tall,  erect  figure^ 
his  elastic  step,  the  charm  of  his  smile  and  conversation.  He 
has  even  kept  his  pretty  curls ;  but  he  wears  them  powdered 
now. — Grace  Gteenwood,  in  The  N,  V.  Independent, 


In  early  days  there  was  a  paper  town  by  the  name  of  Win- 
field,  near  the  mouth  of  Duck  Creek,  in  Scott  county,  which 
was  one  of  Davenport's  competitors  for  the  county  seat.  The 
Winfield  people  offered  to  donate  ninety  acres  of  ground  and* 
$825  to  the  county  if  their  prospective  town  was  chosen.  But 
Davenport  raised  the  bid  to  $1,200  and  numerous  town  lots, 
and  won  the  county  seat.  The  "  Winfield  corn  field"  thus 
narrowly  escaped  becoming  a  city. 
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EDITORIAL      DEPARTMENT. 


A  PRELIMINARY  NOTE. 


In  the  field  of  historical  collections  and  historical  work  our 
State  has  been  very  peculiarly  situated.  About  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  Capital  to  Des  Moines,  a  State  Historical 
Society  was  organized  at  Iowa  City,  in  the  belief,  no  doubt, 
that  it  would  flourish  under  the  shadow  of  our  great  University. 
Possibly  it  might  have  done  so  to  the  extent  that  brilliant  suc- 
cess has  attended  like  efforts  at  the  capitals  of  Wisconsin, 
Kansas  and  other  Western  States,  but  one  single  and  simple 
element  always  necessary  in  every  such  undertaking  was  lack- 
ing. That  there  were  brains  enough  and  culture  enough  in 
the  Iowa  Historical  Society  to  secure  magnificent  success,  no 
man  of  information  will  for  a  moment  doubt.  The  only  thing 
lacking  was  money  adequate  to  its  support  and  the  fair  and 
logical  development  of  its  aims.  This  w^.s  "^n^vir  granted  by 
the  Legislature.  Why  not,  we  will  not  ntiXv  'attempt  to  set 
forth.  Suflfice  it  to  say,  that  "the  sinews  of  war"  were  withheld. 
As  a  result  of  this  lack  of  support  the  State  Historical  Society 
has  only  accomplished  what  the  hard  work,  personal  gen- 
erosity and  self-sacrifice  of  a  few  of  its  individual  members, 
none  of  them  wealthy,  brought  to  pass.  For  this  they  deserve 
unstinted  praise,  for  they  kept  alive  that  element  of  patriotism 
which  manifests  itself  in  seeking  to  preserve  the  annals, 
memories  and  personal  relics  and  mementoes  of  ancestors — 
those  who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  State  and  later  defended 
the  integrity  of  the  nation  on  bloody  fields.  Then,  in  their 
contributions  and  collections,  more  than  any  others — far  more 
than  those  who  enjoyed  the  emoluments  of  office — have  they 
preserved  nearly  all  of  our  early  written  and  printed  records 
now  in  existence.  For  these  excellent  and  fruitful  labors  they 
deserve  and  should  ever  receive  the  gratitude  of  our  State. 
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So  far  as  publications  are  concerned  the  record  of  these  men 
is  one  to  which  those  who  come  afterward  can  always  point 
with  pride.     In  1862  they  founded,  and  continued  until  1875, 
''The  Annals  of  lowar    This  was  a  quarterly  magazine  of  dis- 
tinguished merit,  and  within  its  pages  may  be  found  more  fects 
relating  to  early  Iowa  than  can  now  be  gleaned  from  all  other 
existing  sources.    Its  contents  were  made  up  for  the  most  part 
of  the  recollections  of  leading  men  who  had  borne  a  part  in  the 
transactions  which  their  pens  delineated  or  who  had  known 
the  men  and  women  of  whose  good  deeds  they  therein  made 
a  record.     The  regular  publication  of  this  very  excellent  work 
was  suspended  in  1875,  solely  for  lack  of  adequate  support. 
It  was,  however,  revived  in   1882.  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Howe,  and 
continued  until  the  close  of  1884.      Hon.  A.  R.  Fulton,  of 
this  city,  was  associated  with  him  in  its  editorial  management 
in  1883-84.      Typographically  ''The  Annals''  was  a  beautiful 
magazine.     It  was  plainly  but  very  neatly  printed,  and  for  the 
most  part  each  number  contained  a  fine  steel  portrait  of  some 
distinguished  Iowa  man.     Volumes  of  this  work  have  become 
very  scarce  and  command  high  prices.     Many  of  the  numbers 
are  now  difficult  to  obtain.     Some  of  them,  indeed,  are   in 
demand  at  SSJO^)  ^ach.     As  it  looks  now,  the  policy  which 
cramped  and.finajfy  let  die  so  excellent  a  work  is  not  to  be 
commended.     It  is  one.  however,  which  quickly  consigns  its 
own  authors  to  the  oblivion  in  which  they  would  bury  the 
memories  of  all  who  have  gone  before.   Finally,  in  the  year  1 885 
a  new  publication,  appearing  quarterly  and  called  the  '"Iowa 
Historical  Record^  was   projected  by  the   Historical   Society. 
It  is  carefully  edited  by  Dr.  Frederick  Lloyd,  and  is  a  publica- 
tion which   eminently  deserves  a  remunerative  support.     Each 
number  contains  fifty  pages,  and  is  illustrated  with  a  portrait 
of   some    distinguished    lowan.     But    its    outside   support    is 
unfortunately  most  meager  and  the  State  has  done  very  little 
to  keep  it  in  existence. 

But  while  pecuniary  support  must  be  had  to  insure  the 
development  and  continuance  alike  of  historical  magazines 
and  historical  collections  anywhere,  it  would  '  seem  that 
this  can  be  secured  more  easily  and  naturally  at  the  Capital 
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than  at  any  other  point.  At  Iowa  City  the  great  University 
constantly  needs  and  demands  appropriations.  What  it  asks 
is  really  a  necessity  of  the  times  and  of  our  theories  and  systems 
of  public  education.  But  such  large  demands  in  one  direction 
tend  almost  invariably  to  silence  those  in  every  other.  This 
we  believe  to  have  been .  the  prime  reason  why  the  State  has 
not  adequately  supported  the  State  Historical  Society  and  its 
meritorious  work.  It  is  a  result  of  circumstances  and  not  one 
to  call  for  the  censure  of  any  man  or  men.  We  believe  no  one 
will  deny  that  the  Capital  is  the  proper  place  for  a  historical 
collection.  People  are  daily  arriving  here  from  all  parts  of 
our  State.  They  naturally  expect  to  see  a  great  library,  works 
of  art  throughout  the  edifice,  collections  illustrating  our 
growth  and  progress,  relics  and  mementoes  of  our  pioneers 
and  the  heroes  and  heroines  of  all  our  wars.  Nothing  more 
delights  the  average  tax-payer  than  a  magnificent  Capitol 
building  well  filled  with  collections  in  these  various  directions. 
Evidence  of  this  is  a  matter  of  every-day  occurrence. 

The  collections  in  our  Capitol  were  started  in  1884  in  a 
very  unpretentious,  humble  way.  They  were  continued  wholly 
at  private  expense  until  1890.  True,  two  cases  for  their  pres- 
ervation had  been  furnished  out  of  the  funds  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Capitol,  and  in  1888,  the  Legislature  appropriated 
$1,000,  from  which  two  other  cases  were  built.  In  1890  the 
sum  of  $3,000  was  appropriated  for  this  work.  In  1892  the 
present  law  was  passed  under  which  the  sum  of  $7,500  was 
appropriated  for  the  present  and  next  year.  After  that  the 
appropriation  is  at  the  rate  of  $6,000  per  year.  Under  this 
law  collections  are  rapidly  accumulating.  There  is  a  constant 
necessity  for  some  means  of  communication  with  the  people  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  of  interchange  with  other  States  and  Soci- 
eties. Offers  of  **Our  Publications  in  Exchange  for  Yours," 
are  constantly  coming  to  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa; 
and  unless  some  work  like  this  should  be  promptly  issued  the 
State  would  be  in  the  end  greatly  the  loser.  Through  its 
pages,  and  by  reason  of  its  influence  under  proper  manage- 
ment, it  is  believed  that  additions  in  value  far  exceeding  its 
cost  can  be  easily  and  regularly  secured.     These  views  were 
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presented  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  last  meeting.  That 
body  by  a  unanimous  vote  decided  that  this  effort  should  be 
made,  and  the  first  number  is  now  before  the  reader. 

It  was,  however,  deemed  judicious  to  retain  the  name, 
"Annals  of  Iowa,"  and  accordingly  the  right  to  use  it  was 
secured  from  the  owner  of  the  copy-right  at  Iowa  City.  In 
reviving  the  publication  it  will  be  our  aim  not  only  to  fill  its 
pages  with  the  best  articles  we  can  obtain  upon  all  topics  of 
Iowa  history,  but  to  render  it  as  useful  as  possible  in  building 
up  the  Department  of  History  now  in  the  first  year  of  its 
organization  in  our  Capitol.  We  enter  upon  this  work  with 
much  misgiving — with  the  deepest  regret  that  this  work  had 
not  been  commenced  under  able  and  zealous  management  forty 
years  ago — but  with  the  determination  to  make  our  labors  as 
valuable  as  possible  to  the  State. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Allusion  has  elsewhere  been  made  to  this  subject,  but  it  has 
seemed  to  be  a  very  proper  thing  to  present,  in  the  initial  num- 
ber of  the  new  "Annals,"  a  brief  history  of  this  work.  In 
the  year  1884,  Mrs.  Aldrich  and  I  presented  to  the  State, 
through  the  trustees  of  the  State  Library,  a  simple  Autograph 
Collection,  proposing,  if  it  should  be  placed  in  cases  in  th^ 
Library,  and  properly  cared  for,  to  make  further  additions  to 
.  its  contents,  as  well  as  to  illustrate  it  with  portraits  of  the 
celebrities  represented,  adding  also  sufficient  biographical  data. 
This  offer  was  accepted.  In  due  time  a  case  was  made,  and 
later  on  another,  from  funds  appropriated  to  furnishing  the 
edifice.  But  no  one  else  was  willing  to  undertake  to  arrange 
the  materials  in  the  cases.  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  come 
to  Des  Moines  and  do  this  work  myself,  or  let  the  enterprise 
fall  to  the  ground.  We  also  continued  to  make  additions  to 
the  Collection,  both  by  purchase  and  solicitation.  In  1888 
the  two  cases  were  filled  to  overflowing,  and  two  more  were 
needed.      The  Legislature  that  session  put  an  item  in   the 
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general  appropriation  bill,  allowing  ;$i,cxx>  to  be  expended  for 
the  care  and  preservation  of  objects  in  literature,  art  and 
science,  which  should  be  presented  to  the  State.  Of  this 
amount  ^900  were  used  in  building  two  more  cases.  The 
work  of  collecting  went  right  along,  quite  at  our  own  expense. 

But  when  the  Pioneer  Law  Makers*  Association  held  their 
second  reunion,  in  the  winter  of  1890,  the  Collection  was 
made  the  subject  of  commendatory  resolutions,  in  which  the 
Legislature,  then  in  session,  was  earnestly  requested  to  sustain 
the  work.  A  committee  from  that  body  visited  the  two  houses 
and  presented  the  resolutions.  As  a  result  of  this  action  a  bill 
was  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  branches  of  the 
General  Assembly,  appropriating  $3,000  for  this  purpose,  with 
a  provision  directing  the  collection  of  documents,  papers,  etc., 
*•  relating  to  the  earlier  days  of  our  Territory  and  State." 
Upon  its  approval  I  was  appointed  by  the  trustees  of  the  State 
Library  to  continue  the  work,  with  an  allowance  of  $100  per 
month,  during  the  years  1890  and  '91.  I  made  every  effort  in 
my  power  to  increase  and  strengthen  the  original  collection, 
as  well  as  to  collect  data  for  State  history. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Pioneer  Law  Makers*  Associa- 
tion this  work  was  made  the  subject  of  a  further  appeal  to  the 
State  Legislature.  Many  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
State  had  kindly  commended  it,  urging  the  founding  of  a  per- 
manent Historical  Department  in  the  State  House.  Governor 
Larrabee  spoke  of  our  work  very  kindly  in  his  biennial  mes- 
sage of  1890,  as  also  did  Governor  Boies  in  1892.  As  a  result 
of  this  agitation  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Colonel 
C.  H.  Gatch,  of  Polk  county,  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Historical  Department,  and  making  the  original  "Aldrich 
Collection  "  a  part  of  the  work.  This  bill  passed  the  Senate 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  the  House  by  67  yeas  to  14  nays. 
It  also  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Curator,  who  should 
hold  his  office  six  years.  The  three  lower  southeast  rooms 
in  the  Capitol,  originally  designed  for  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, were  set  apart  for  this  purpose.  The  work  is  placed 
under  the  authority  of  the  eight  trustees  of  the  Iowa  State 
Library.     At  a  meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
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Dq>artment,  the  writer  was  appointed  Curator,  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Trustees  I  appointed  Hon.  B.  F.  Gue  as  my 
assistant  and  secretary.  The  new  rooms  were  opened  on  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1892. 

While  there  have  been  detentions  and  delays,  arising  from 
the  finishing  of  the  new  rooms,  and  the  building  of  the  neces- 
sary furniture,  the  business  of  collecting  has  steadily  pro- 
gressed, and  with  results  which  I  believe  are  wholly  satisfec- 
tory  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  those  set  in  authority  over  the 
work.  It  was  predicated  upon  a  small  collection  which  we 
began  more  than  forty  years  ago,  and  continued  six  years  at 
our  own  private  expense.  The  only  reason  in  the  world  why 
I  am  engaged  in  it  is,  that  no  one  else  would  do  the  work. 
The  Keokuk  Gate  City  sometime  since  asserted  that  when  I 
gave  away  the  Collection,  I  gave  myself  with  it! 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  at  our  Capital  the  State 
should  build  up  and  fairlymaintain  a  great  Historical  Museum, 
wherein  should  be  secured  as  large  collections  as  practicable 
in  State  and  National  History,  Literature,  Art,  Military  Relics 
and  Mementos,  Natural  History,  Geology,  Archaeology,  Numis- 
matics, etc.,  as  it  is  practical  to  bring  together.  Such  an  insti- 
tution should  be  kept  growing,  for  in  the  language  of  Prof.  G. 
Browne  Goode,  "a  finished  museum  is  a  dead  museum." 
There  is  apparently  no  end  to  the  amount  of  materials  which 
may  be  readily  obtained  for  this  purpose.  The  great  need  is 
a  place  in  which  they  can  be  safely  kept  and  conveniently  ex- 
hibited. Such  work  has  been  in  progress  at  the  Capitals  of 
Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Kansas  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  with  the  heartiest  approval  of  their  people. 
Why  not  here  ? 

Having,  as  above  stated,  become  connected  with  this  enter- 
prise, my  only  ambition  is  by  earnest  effort  to  deserve  the 
approbation  of  the  people  of  iQwa. 

Charles  Aldrich. 


Indian  tradition  says  that  the  plat  now  covered  by  the  city 
of  Davenport  was  the  site  of  a  large  and  populous  Indian 
village ;  that  it  was  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  Indian  towns  on 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EDITORIAL   DEPARTMENT.  59^ 

the  Mississippi  was  believed  by  the  red  men  who  lived  there 
when  the  first  white  trappers  and  traders  visited  them.  These 
traditions  were  corroborated  by  Black  Hawk,  who  stated  that 
for  many  centuries  this  had  been  one  of  the  chief  villages,  as 
far  back  as  tradition  reached. 


A  MONUMENTAL  WORK. 


Capt.  Frank  E.  Landers,  of  Webster  City,  has  become  quite 
well  known  to  people  who  have  transactions  at  our  Capitol 
involving  action  by  the  Executive  Council,  of  which  body  he 
has  been  the  clerk  for  the  past  five  years.  As  such  officer  it 
is  his  duty  not  only  to  arrange  all  papers  and  documents  to 
be  acted  upon  by  the  Council,  but  to  keep  the  record  of  its 
proceedings,  check  over  and  record  and  transmit  to  the  Audi- 
tor of  State  the  original  copies  of  claims  allowed,  and  per- 
form innumerable  other  duties  as  may  be  required.  This  work 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  fully  employ  all  the  powers  and 
capacities  of  an  ordinary  man ;  for  in  his  way  he  must  have  to 
do  with  questions  of  revenue  and  assessments,  as  well  as  of  all 
incidental  State  expenditures.  He  must  know  pretty  much 
everything  that  pertains  to  the  business  of  the  State.  In  fact, 
it  would  .seem  that  such  a  busy  man,  such  an  untiring 
worker,  would  have  little  time  to  devote  to  any  '*  hobby." 
But  such  a  conclusion  would  be  far  from  correct.  *'  At  the 
close  of  the  day's  occupations,"  the  passer-by  may  see  "a  light 
in  the  window"  of  his  den  on  the  west  side  of  the  Capitol, 
where  it  often  burns  until  the  small  hours  of  the  night.  This 
state  of  things  has  existed  for  some  years,  and  his  task  will 
most  likely  occupy  these  "spare  hours"  for  a  year  to  come. 

The  special  work  which  is  thus  occupying  the  thoughts  and 
so  much  of  the  time  of  Capt.  Landers  is  the  preparation  of  a 
Historical  Geographical  Atlas  of  our  entire  country.  It  is 
known  to  well-informed  people  that  the  boundaries  of  Colonies, 
Territories  and  States,  have  undergone  numberless  changes. 
Boundaries   have  been  thus  fixed   or  changed  by  grants  from 
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European  potentates,  treaties  of  foreign  governments  in  early 
times,  conquests,  negotiations  with  Indian  tribes,  laws  of  Con- 
gress and  enactments  by  State  Legislatures.  Information 
concerning  these  ancient  boundary  lines  is  to  be  found  in  a 
multiplicity  of  books  and  maps,  most  of  which  have  been  long 
out  of  print,  and  only  to  be  found  in  large  public  libraries.  In 
some  instances  it  has  been  a  work  of  months,  involving  much 
correspondence,  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of  some  book  con- 
taining desired  and  indispensable  information.  It  is  ver>' 
amusing  to  see  the  shapes  of  some  of  these  old  boundaries. 
For  instance,  South  Carolina  at  one  time — with  a  frontage  on 
the  ocean  not  essentially  differing  from  that  of  to-day — termi- 
nated on  the  west  in  a  strip  about  thirty  miles  wide,  and  this 
strip  extended  to  the  Pacific  Ocean!  The  territory  now 
comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  our  own  State  was  under 
the  jurisdiction  or  claim,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  England, 
France  and  Spain,  before  its  final  cession  to  the  United  States. 
From  that  time  until  its  creation  into  a  State,  it  was  under  no 
less  than  eight  different  jurisdictions.  With  each  of  these 
changes  of  jurisdiction  there  was  a  change  of  boundary  lines 
of  the  territory  of  which  it  formed  a  part.  The  work  of  Capt. 
Landers  consists  of  making  a  series  of  maps  showing  all  the 
political  features  and  changes  of  boundaries  of  the  present 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Every  grant  or  patent,  whether 
made  by  some  foreign  government  or  king  or  by  proprietary 
authority,  and  every  district,  territory  or  state  of  the  United 
States,  is  clearly  shown,  its  boundary  traced,  and  the  history 
of  its  origin  given.  The  explanatory  text  is  to  be  printed  upon 
the  margins,  and  will  be  full  enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes 
of  reference.  Besides  the  marginal  notes,  a  more  extended 
history  is  given  by  means  of  reference  notes.  Much  care  is 
being  taken  to  preserve  the  true  text  of  all  patents,  legal 
enactments  and  descriptions  of  boundaries. 

This  work  will  comprise  something  like  fifty  maps,  which 
will  exhibit  the  political  features  of  the  country,  in  every  stage 
of  its  growth.  These  maps  present  the  boundaries  or  political 
divisions  and  the  rivers,  but  no  effort  is  made  to  show  towns, 
cities  or  other  physical  features,  the  object  being  clearly  and 
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correctly  to  delineate  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  States.  As 
an  historical  text-book  in  schools  and  colleges,  it  will  be 
invaluable  and  indispensable — a  work  which  will  at  once  be 
unique  in  scope  and  character.  When  it  is  completed  and 
published  it  will  become  one  of  those  standard  authorities 
which  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  set  aside  or  supersede.  The 
work  has  already  been  copyrighted  under  the  title  of"  Histori- 
cal Geographical  Atlas  of  the  United  States  of  America,  etc." 


THE  HISTORICAL  DEPARTMENT  IN  LEGISLATION. 


It  is  deemed  a  matter  of  public  interest,  as  well  as  of  con- 
venient reference,  to  present  in  these  pages  all  enactments 
which  refer  to  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa.  The  first 
provision  relating  to  anything  now  contained  in  this  Depart- 
ment occurs  in  section  20  of  the  general  appropriation  bill  of 
1888,  and  reads  as  follows : 

Section  20.  For  a  contingent  fund  to  be  used  by  the  Executive  Council  in 
liquidating  such  expenses  as  may  arise  from  the  acceptance  by  said  Council  of  val- 
uable gifts  to  the  State,  in  the  domain  of  literature,  science  and  art,  for  exhibition 
in  the  Capitol,  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the  biennial  period,  being  $500  per  annum. 

We  print  the  law  of  1890  in  full : 

HISTORICAL  RECORDS. 

AN  ACT  providing  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  historic  records  and 
other  valuable  material  pertaining  to  the  history  of  Iowa  and  making  an  ap- 
propriation therefor. 

Whereas,  The  Aldrich  Collection  of  autc^raph  letters,  manuscripts  and  por- 
traits, now  in  the  State  Library,  is  of  great  value  to  the  State,  and  it  is  important 
that  it  shall  be  increased — 

And  Whereas,  The  time,  labor  and  money,  necessary  to  this  work  are  more 
than  any  individual  can  afford  to  give  without  compensation — 

And  Whereas,   Also,  it  is  believed  that  many  valuable  documents,  relating  to 
the  earlier  days  of  our  territory  and  state  have  been  destroyed,  mislaid  or  mis- 
placed, or  are  in  danger  of  destruction  or  loss— Now  therefore — 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa  : 

Section  i.  That  there  bt  and  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  the  State  Library,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  work  of  adding  to  said  Aldrich  Collection,  and  that  of  searching 
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for,  restoring  and  safely  preserving  the  papers  and  documents  aforesaid.  Said 
trustees  of  the  Iowa  State  Library  shall  solicit  contributions  to  said  collection,  re- 
ceive and  properly  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  same,  and  they  shall  have  the 
power  to  appoint  and  employ  all  persons  necessary  for  the  work  aforesaid,  to  fix 
their  compensation,  and  do  all  other  things  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purposes  of  this  act.  All  accounts  and  expenditures  under  this  act  shall  be  au- 
dited by  the  Executive  Council  and  warrants  therefor  drawn  by  the  Auditor  of 
State:  Provided,  that  not  to  exceed  one-half  the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  drawn  during  the  year  1890;  and  that  in  no  event  shall  there  be  more  expend- 
ed under  this  act,  for  the  year  1890  and  1 891  than  the  said  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved  April  10,  1890. 

The  organization  of  the  Historical  Department  was  finally 
provided  for  by  Chapter  56,  Laws  of  the  24th  General  Assem- 
bly.    It  is  presented  entire: 

TO  PROMOTE  A  HISTORICAL  COLLFXTION. 
AN  ACT  to  promote  historical  collections  in  the  Capitol  of  the  State. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa  : 

Section  i.  That  the  three  southeast  rooms  in  the  basement  story  of  the  Cap- 
itol building  be  and  they  are  hereby  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  containing  the 
historical  collections  specified  in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  The  trustees  of  the  Iowa  state  library  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  appoint  one  person  to  be  designated  and  known  as  curator  of  historical  collec- 
tions, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  six  years  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed and  qualified,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  and  by  the  direction  and 
authority  of  said  board  of  trustees,  to  collect  and  arrange  books,  maps,  charts, 
public  documents,  manuscripts  and  other  papers  and  materials;  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  Iowa  in  particular  and  of  the  west  generally;  to  procure  from  early 
pioneer  settlers  narratives  of  their  experiences,  exploits,  perils  and  adventures  ;  to 
procure  facts  and  statements  relative  to  the  history,  progress  and  decay  of  the  In- 
dian tribes,  so  as  to  exhibit  faithfully  and  as  far  as  practicable,  the  antiquities  of 
the  past ;  to  procure  books  relating  to  the  history  and  natural  history  of  this  state 
and  of  the  central  region  of  the  continent  of  which  it  forms  a  part ;  to  subscribe 
for  and  preserve  files  of  at  least  two  papers  in  each  county  of  this  stale  containing 
the  official  publications,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  bound  at  the  end  of  every  four 
years ;  to  thoroughly  catalogue  all  such  collections  for  convenient  reference,  and 
biennially  to  prepare  for  publication  a  report  of  all  collections  made  under  author- 
ity of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  curator,  with  the  approval  of  the 
said  trustees,  to  collect  memorials  and  mementos  of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa  and  the 
soldiers  of  all  our  wars,  including  portraits,  specimens  of  arms,  clothing,  army  let- 
ters, commissions  of  officers,  and  other  military  papers  and  documents. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  curator  to  receive  and  arrange  in 
cases  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  objects  illustrative  of  the  ethnology  and  pre- 
-historic  archivology  of  this  and  surrounding  states.     All  duplicate  specimens  to  be 
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divided  as  equally  as  possible  between  the  Iowa  State  University,  Iowa  Agricul- 
tural College  and  State  Normal  School. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  custodian  of  the  Capitol  building  to  proceed, 
DDder  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  the  state  library,  to  prepare  and  furnish  the 
rooms  named  in  section  one,  for  the  purpose  herein  set  forth,  and  then  to  remove 
to  said  rooms  the  cases  and  materials  known  as  the  "Aldrich  Collection"  which, 
together  with  such  additions  as  may  be  made  to  it,  shall  thenceforth  form  a  part  of 
the  collections  herein  contemplated. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  curator  to  keep  said  rooms,  with  the  collec- 
tions herein  specified,  open  to  the  free  inspection  of  the  people  during  such  hours 
eveiy  day—  excepting  legal  holidays  and  Sundays — as  the  trustees  of  the  state 
library  may  order  and  direct,  provided  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  exclude  visitors  to  said  rooms  on  Sunday  afternoons  during  the  sessions  of  the 
legislature. 

Sec.  7.  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  there  be 
and  is  hereby  appropriated  from  any  funds  in  the  state  treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  the  pres- 
ent biennial  period  and  thereafter  annually  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  out  of 
which  annual  appropriations  shall  be  paid  all  of  the  expenditures  contemplated  by 
section  eight  hereof.  All  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  the  executive  council  after 
being  approved  by  the  trustees  of  the  state  library. 

Sec.  8.  The  curator  shall  be  paid  the  annual  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dollars 
and  allowed  such  assistance,  postage,  stationery  and  incidental  expenses  as  the 
trustees  may  authorize  and  approve,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section. 

Approved  April  8,  1892. 


CERTAIN  HISTORICAL  ACQUISITIONS. 


More  interesting  probably  than  any  other  item  yet  acquired 
by  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa  is  the  bound  volume  of 
Tk€  Dubuque  Visitor,  the  first  newspaper  ever  printed  in  the 
State.  It  is  an  old,  dilapidated  affair,  but  as  the  first  loiva 
newspaper,  it  will  always  possess  a  deep  interest,  justifying  the 
long  and  earnest  effort  to  obtain  it.  The  Visitor  was  started 
on  the  I  ith  day  of  May,  1836,  by  John  King.  He  was  a  very 
good  editor  and  made  a  most  readable  paper  for  that  day  and 
generation.  Every  number  contains  articles  and  items  which 
throw  much  light  upon  the  history  of  our  early  settlements. 
This  old  book  cost  the  "  long  price"  of  $100,  though  when  it 
passed  into  the  ownership  of  the  State  it  was  "redeemed" 
from  "a  business  place"  where  it  had  been  left  as  "security" 
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for  a  debt.  It  has  doubtless  been  pawned  more  than  once.  It 
is  always  shown  to  people  who  ask  to  see  it,  but  otherwise  it 
is  kept  under  lock  and  key  as  a  most  precious  souvenir  of  the 
past. 

The  most  valuable  gifts  the  Department  has  yet  received  are 
unquestionably  the  bound  volumes  of  The  Dubuque  Herald, 
presented  by  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Ham  &  Carver.  These 
go  back  about  28  years.  Previous  to  their  time,  the  Depart- 
ment was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  The  Express  and  Herald 
during  the  time  it  was  published  by  Mahony  &  Dorr,  W.  H. 
Merritt  and  J.  B.  Dorr,  the  gift  of  the  widow  of  the  gallant 
Colonel  Dorr  and  her  son.  Back  of  these  were  bound  volumes 
of  the  paper  previously  published  by  Colonel  Dorr  in  Jackson 
county.  Here  we  thus  have  an  almost  continuous  file  of  one  of 
the  leading  papers  of  Iowa  for  quite  forty  years.  Every  in- 
telligent person  will  agree  that  the  real  value  to  the  State  of 
such  gifts  would  far  exceed  any  reasonable  estimate.  This 
value  is  further  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  even  one  other  such 
continuous  file  of  a  really  leading  paper  can  scarcely  be  made 
up  in  our  State.  These  volumes  are  very  interesting,  aside 
from  their  great  historical  value,  and  are  often  consulted  by 
visitors.  Messrs.  Ham  &  Carver  and  the  survivors  of  Colonel 
Dorr  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  State. 

One  of  the  first  to  give  an  encouraging  word  to  the  founda- 
tion of  this  work  was  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson,  of  this  city,  who 
predicted  in  1887  that  the  little  Collection,  which  could  then 
be  carried  in  a  small  grip-sack,would  grow  into  one  of  far  greater 
proportions.  Since  that  time  he  has  made  some  most  valuable 
donations  to  the  work,  aside  from  his  own  commissions  signed 
by  four  of  the  Presidents.  Among  his  contributions  are  letters 
by  Lincoln,  Jefferson,  Hayes,  Arthur,  Harrison,  Greeley,  Poe, 
1  ,ongfellow,  Bancroft,  Lowell,  Whittier,  Seward,  Chase,  Conk- 
ling,  Lord  Lyons,  Herbert  Bismarck,  and  many  other  illustri- 
ous persons  at  home  and  abroad.  His  friendship  for  the  work 
has  not  ended  with  his  own  precious  gifts,^but  he  has  exerted 
himself  to  secure  gifts  in  addition,  and  with  the  best  results. 
He  also,  in  response  to    urgent   requests,  presented  his   own 
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full-length  portrait  in  oil,  by  one  of  the  first  of  contemporary' 
artists. 

General  G.  M.  Dodge,  one  of  the  few  surviving  great  sol- 
diers of  the  Civil  War,  in  answer  to  requests  and  the  wishes 
of  his  old  comrades-in-arms,  presented  a  nearly  full-length  oil 
portrait  of  himself  This  was  from  the  easel  of  George  H. 
Yewell,  an  Iowa  boy,  who  has  attained  one  of  the  first  places 
among  American  artists.  General  Dodge  has  also  deposited 
in  the  Collections  his  commissions,  and  many  other  papers  of 
great  value.  His  commission  as  Brigadier  General  was  deeply 
stained  with  fiis  own  blood,  when  he  fell  almost  mortally 
wounded  before  Atlanta.     As  a  military  relic  it  heads  the  list. 

Geo.  P.  A.  Healy,  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  American 
artists,  in  response  to  a  request  for  his  photograph,  painted  his 
portrait  in  oil  and  made  it  a  free  gift  to  the  Collection.  It  is  a 
work  of  art  which  easily  requires  four  figures  to  express  its 
actual  value,  while  as  a  gift  to  the  State  it  is  priceless. 

The  Protestant  Episcopalians  of  this  State  lately  presented  a 
magnificent  portrait  of  their  first  Bishop,  Right  Reverend 
Henry  W.  Lee,  one  of  the  great  names  in  the  ecclesiastical 
history  of  the  West.  This  was  painted  by  David  J.  Gue,  an 
Iowa  artist,  who  is  represented  in  our  Capitol  by  several  valu- 
able works  of  art. 

Hon.  William  B.  Allison,  our  distinguished  senior  Senator, 
has  been  instrumental  in  securing  a  large  collection,  of  abo- 
riginal pottery,  casts,  map  models,  minerals,  prehistoric  stone 
implements,  valuable  public  documents,  etc.,  from  the  great 
scientific  depositories  at  Washington.  These  are  not  only  soon 
to  be  increased,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Histori- 
cal Department  will  ere  long  receive  a  magnificent  gift  from 
the  Senator  himself,  of  which  we  hope  to  speak  hereafter. 

U.  S.  Senator  James  F.  Wilson  procured  for  the  Department 
an  entire  set — now  most  difficult  to  obtain — of  the  War  Rec- 
ords, by  far  the  most  exhaustive  compilation  of  American  his- 
torical data  in  existence. 

Hon.  J.  A.  T.  Hull  and  Mrs.  Hull,  of  Des  Moines,  are  not 
only  represented  in  the  collections  by  a  most  valuable  set  of 
photographs  of  distinguished  Iowa  people,  but  Mr.  Hull  has 
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placed  the  Department  under  many  obligations  for  kindly 
efforts  and  favors  at  Washington. 

Hon.  S.  G.  Matson,  of  Viola,  Linn  county,  has  presented 
many  scarce  and  valuable  Iowa  books  and  documents,  and  has 
been  most  earnest  and  energetic  in  securing  gifts  from  other 
people,  of  which  we  shall  have  something  to  say  hereafter. 

There  are  scores  of  other  contributions  of  which  we  would 
be  delighted  to  make  mention,  did  time  and  space  permit.  Our 
object  at  this  time  is  merely  to  name  a  few  of  the  most  note- 
worthy, and  to  show  that  the  tide  is  finally  coming  in.  It  has 
for  quite  two  generations  tended  in  other  directions,  carry- 
ing away  from  Iowa  much  of  the  data  for  her  own  history,  as 
well  as  the  memorials  of  the  races  which  preceded  ours.  That 
sort  of  thing  has  ceased.  Howevei*  much  our  State  has  lost 
in  the  past,  the  outlook  is  very  encouraging  for  securing  what- 
ever remains. 


PRESERVE  THE  HISTORIC  PLACES. 


Every  true  American  rejoices  over  the  growing  disposition 
of  the  present  generation  to  preserve  historic  relics  of  great 
events.  When  the  association  was  formed  many  years  ago,  by 
some  patriotic  ladies,  for  the  purchase  of  Washington's  old 
home  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  the  preservation  unchanged  of  the 
plantation  and  modest  house  where  the  great  American  General 
and  President  lived  and  died,  they  did  a  most  commendable 
work,  which  has  served  as  an  example  for  others  who  have  the 
public  spirit  to  inaugurate  similar  movements. 

The  general  efforts  of  late  years,  on  part  of  the  survivors  of 
the  great  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  to  erect  monuments,  tablets 
and  statues,  at  different  points  of  interest  where  heroic  strug- 
gles took  place  during  the  three  days  of  terrific  fighting  on 
that  historic  field,  meets  with  general  approval.  In  this  way 
there  can  be  perpetuated  for  all  future  generations  a  most 
graphic  tableau  of  the  hundreds  of  thrilling  episodes  of  that 
gigantic   battle  between   American   soldiers.     As   ages    pass 
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away  and  the  great  conflict  between  freedom  and  slavery  is 
known  only  in  history,  every  monument  on  the  field  of  Gettys- 
burg will  bear  witness  to  the  valor  of  American  volunteer 
soldiers,  and  become  a  sacred  memento  of  the  sublime  courage 
and  loyalty  of  the  thousands  who  there  gave  their  lives  as 
martyrs  to  their  convictions  of  duty. 

Recently  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Georgia,  has 
purchased  the  forty  acres  upon  which,  in  1864,  was  enacted, 
on  one  side,  the  most  fiendish  inhumanity  that  ever  disgraced 
a  civilized  government,  and  on  the  other  the  most  heroic 
endurance  of  torture  and  lingering  death  of  thousands  of  mar- 
tyrs who  ever  gave  their  lives  for  a  sacred  cause.  The  very 
name  of  .Andersonville  is  associated  with  horrors  so  dark  and 
demon-like  that  it  becomes  a  synonym  for  cruelty  in  its  most 
ghastly  form.  The  thirteen  thousand  graves  of  victims  of  the 
Andcrsonville  stockade  are  each  marked  with  a  marble  slab  to 
perpetuate  the  name  and  memory  of  the  heroic  dead  who  per- 
ished in  that  "  hell  upon  earth.'*  The  Government  has  beauti- 
fied the  sacred  ground  with  well  kept  lawns  and  grateful  shade 
above  the  graves  of  its  immortal  martyrs,  who  sleep  calmly 
now,  tenderly  witched  over  by  trusted  officials.  The  old  flag 
they  followed  in  the  weary  march,  and  the  bloody  charge  on 
many  a  battle  field,  waves  its  folds  unceasingly  from  a  lofty 
staff"  in  the  lonely  cemetery.  But  now  the  sloping  hill-sides 
where  they  were  once  herded  like  cattle,  unsheltered  from 
winter*s  fierce  storms  and  summer's  tropical  heat,  until  life  was 
slowly  tortured  out  of  their  emaciated  bodies,  is  to  be  rescued 
from  the  neglect  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  forevermore 
held  sacred  to  their  memory  by  loyal  comrades  and  grateful 
countrymen.  The  field  once  inclosed  within  the  old  stockade 
will  be  visited  in  all  the  years  to  come  by  thousands  of  the 
descendants  of  those  who  were  victims  of  its  horrors,  and  others 
who  revere  their  memory ;  and  it  is  well  that  it  should  be  res- 
cued from  the  careless  cotton  and  corn  planters,  and  beautified 
as  a  tribute  to  the  heroes  whose  unparalleled  sufferings  have 
made  it  sacred  ground. 

There  is  a  growing  sentiment  among  thoughtful  people  in 
feivor  of  marking  historic  localities  and  buildings  by  monu- 
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ments  or  tablets,  with  appropriate  inscriptions  to  preserve  the 
record,  and  connect  it  permanently  with  the  spot  thus  made 
historic. 

A  memorial  association  has  recently  been  organized  at  the 
National  Capital  with  Chief  Justice  Fuller  at  its  head,  having 
for  its  purpose  the  preservation  of  historic  buildings  in  Wash- 
ington, which  have  been  the  scene  of  memorable  events,  and 
inscribing  upon  them  in  durable  tablets,  a  brief  record  of  the 
facts  which  have  made  them  of  ever-increasing  interest  to  the 
people.  Such  tablets  will  tend  to  cultivate  a  historic  spirit 
among  our  people  and  inspire  a  reverence  for  the  memory  of 
the  founders  and  leaders  in  the  formation  and  development  of 
our  republic. 

Our  own  State  has  been  sadly  deficient  in  preserving  its  his- 
tory, marking  the  localities  made  memorable  by  its  heroic  and 
historic  achievements.  But  two  or  three  of  its  ninety-nine 
counties  bear  the  names  of  notable  Iowa  men,  and  very  few  of 
its  cities  or  chief  towns ;  while  scores  of  each  have  been 
named  for  Indian  chiefs,  national  and  foreign  notables,  and 
cities  so  often  duplicated  in  name  as  to  become  tiresome  from 
long-continued  repetition.  One  tablet  in  the  Court  House  of 
Hamilton  county,  secured  by  the  efforts  of  one  man,  is  all  that 
commemorates  the  achievements  of  as  heroic  a  little  band  of 
volunteers  as  ever  risked  their  lives  to  save  other  lives,  and 
bury  the  victims  of  a  massacre  as  horrible  as  that  of  VVyoniing^ 
or  Deerfield. 

A  few  localities  have  erected  monuments  or  tablets  in  honor 
of  soldiers  of  the  Union  Army,  whose  graves  were  thickly 
strewn  in  every  village  and  country  cemetery  in  Iowa  thirty- 
years  ago.  No  memorial  halls  have  been  built  in  which  to 
preserve  the  relics  of  the  greatest  of  wars  and  the  records  of 
unsurpassed  valor  and  sacrifice.  It  will  be  one  of  the  missions 
of  the  Annai^  of  Iowa  to  urge  upon  the  living  the  sacred  duty 
of  commemorating  the  virtues,  the  achievements  and  heroisms 
of  the  dead.  We  have  many  historic  localities  and  buildings 
in  so  new  a  State  as  Iowa;  let  us  mark  them  with  suitable 
monuments  and  tablets  that  will  in  all  ti»ic  to  come  enlighten 
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the  growing  generations,  and  stimulate  the  acquirement  of  his- 
toric knowledge. 

A  few  venerable  forms,  here  and  there,  are  the  sole  survivors 
of  the  earliest  pioneers,  who  pressed  close  upon  the  retreating 
footsteps  of  the  Iowa  Indians,  as  they  looked  for  the  last  time 
upon  their  '*  beautiful  land"  of  virgin  prairie,  sheltering  groves 
and  winding  rivers. 

The  present  generation  of  young  men  and  women,  who  are 
now  taking  the  places  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  society, 
business  and  government, vacated  by  the  pioneers,  must  acquire 
most  of  their  knowledge  of  the  first  settlers  who  possessed  the 
State  in  its  original  wildness,  their  privations,  their  heroisms 
and  their  achievements,  from  history.  They  can  only  contrib- 
ute to  the  work  of  preserving  the  records  of  the  past  by  help- 
ing to  rescue  all  that  is  not  lost  beyond  recovery.  No  citizen 
of  Iowa  need  fear  to  know  all  that  has  gone  before  his  recol- 
lection, for  it  is  an  unwritten  record  of  the  fortitude,  the  energy, 
the  wisdom  and  the  virtues  of  a  generation  that  laid  the  founda- 
tions upon  which  one  of  the  greatest  States  of  the  Union  is 
growing  up.  State  pride,  and  respect  for  the  pioneers  who 
**  builded  so  wisely  and  so  well,"  should  impel  the  present  gen- 
eration to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  notable  achievements, 
and  mark  with  enduring  tablets  and  monuments  the  historic 
places.  B.  F.  G. 


It  is  impossible  for  the  citizens  of  prosperous  Iowa  of  to-day 
to  realize  the  privations  of  the  early  settlers  who  came  to  make 
homes  on  the  vast  wild  prairies  that  stretched  from  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Missouri  fifty  years  ago.  The  dearth  of  money 
e\en  among  the  most  thrifty  farmers  in  those  days  was  almost 
absolute,  and  the  law-makers  in  territorial  times  often  started 
on  horseback  for  the  Capital  without  money  to  pay  traveling 
expenses.  "  The  Search  for  a  Shilling,"  so  graphically  told  in 
another  place  by  Allie  M.  Letts,  is  a  most  touching  realistic 
picture  of  frontier  life  in  Iowa  in  the  **  forties,"  and  shows  how 
bravely  the  women  and  children  met  and  endured  the  count- 
less privations. 
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MRS.  MARTHA  J.  LAMB. 


This  distinguished  woman  died  at  her  residence  in  New 
York  City,  on  the  2d  day  of  January  last.  Few  persons  are 
able  to  win  such  proud  literary  distinction,  or  confer  such  sub- 
stantial service  upon  the  historical  annals  of  their  day  and 
generation,  as  resulted  from  her  labors.  Mrs.  Lamb  was  born 
in  Plainfield,  Mass.,  August  13,  1829.  She  was  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  higher  English  branches,  especially  distin- 
guishing herself  in  mathematics.  After  her  marriage  to 
Charles  A.  Lamb,  in  1852,  she  resided  a  few  years  in  Chicago, 
where  she  became  well  known  from  her  abounding  and  sym- 
pathetic charities,  as  well  as  from  the  fact  that  she  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sanitary  Fair  of  1863,  the  success  of  which 
enterprise  was  largely  due  to  her  management.  In  1866  she 
settled  in  New  York  City,  thenceforth  devoting  her  attention 
chiefly  to  historical  literature,  though  she  wrote  some  short 
stories  and  novels.  Her  most  voluminous  as  well  as  most 
successful  work  was  the  "  History  of  New  York  City,"  which 
was  published  in  two  ponderous,  copiously  illustrated  octa- 
vos, in  1877-81.  This  was  a  new  departure  in  that  field  of 
literature.  It  was  a  wholly  original  work  and  the  most  com- 
plete history  of  a  city  ever  published.  In  the  language  of  one 
of  its  reviewers — *'  a  marvel  for  a  man,  a  miracle  for  a  woman." 
It  took  the  highest  rank  of  any  local  history  wheresoever  pub- 
lished. 

In  another  direction  her  labors  were  quite  as  distinguished 
and  more  generally  known  to  the  public.  We  refer  to  the 
*'  Magazine  of  American  History,"  of  which  she  became  the 
editor  in  1887.  This  work,  under  her  management,  became  a 
marked  success,  and  is  known  in  every  State  in  the  Union. 
Not  only  had  she  secured  a  corps  of  able  contributors 
throughout  the  Union,  but  in  every  number  of  the  magazine, 
for  months  in  succession,  the  leading  article  was  from  her  own 
pen.  These  writings  were  either  in  history  or  biography.  Her 
articles  not  infrequently  ran  up  to  twenty  or  thirty  pages,  aside 
from    her  other  editorial    work    in    the   preparation   of  each 
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monthly  number.  Her  useful  life  was  no  doubt  shortened  by 
overwork.  In  her  list  of  contributors  she  counted  Hon.  T.  S. 
Parvin,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  the  late  Hon.  A.  R.  Fulton,  of  this 
city,  Hon.  Irving  B.  Richman,  of  Muscatine,  and  others  in  our 
State.  She  was  a  capital  converser,  bright  and  witty  when  she 
chose  to  be — a  person  who  left  the  pleasantest  impressions 
upon  all  who  met  her — a  rare  woman,  "  of  her  gentle  sex  the 
seeming  paragon.**  She  lived  in  the  New  York  Hotel,  and 
though  proprietors  had  come  and  gone,  she  retained  the  same 
rooms — surrounded  by  her  rare  and  precious  books — from  the 
time  she  settled  in  that  city,  until  her  lamented  death. 


THE  EVOLUTION  OF  A  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT. 


There  has  been  placed  upon  our  table  a  bright  and  beautiful 
Iowa  book  of  208  pages,  which  seems  to  deserve  appreciative 
notice  in  these  pages.  We  refer  to  the  **  Iowa  Official  Regis- 
ter, 1893."  An  effort  was  made  as  long  ago  as  i860  to  secure 
the  publication  of  a  legislative  manual,  largely  a  book  of 
statistics,  after  the  style  of  many  of  the  older  States,  but  the 
Legislature  declined  to  print  the  booklet,  even  though  its  prep- 
aration was  to  cost  nothing  whatever  !  That  this  determina- 
tion was  a  mistake,  we  do  not  believe  any  well-informed  per- 
son would  to-day  question.  But  the  initial  point  in  this  work 
was  attained  in  1864,  when  Hon.  James  Wright,  then  Secre- 
tary' of  State,  printed  upon  cards  or  loose  sheets  of  paper  the 
vote  for  the  heads  of  the  State  tickets,  giving  also  the  popula- 
tion of  the  different  counties.  Only  a  limited  number  of  cop- 
ies, however,  went  into  circulation.  Succeeding  Secretaries 
pursued  much  the  same  plan  up  to  1886,  when  the  "Official 
Register"  began  to  appear  in  its  present  form,  though  much 
smaller  in  size.  In  1881  Hon.  J.  A.  T.  Hull,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  had  issued  a  very  diminutive  pamphlet  of  32  pages, 
containing  lists  of  the  Executive  and  Judicial  Officers  of  the 
State  and  the  Trustees  of  public  institutions.  The  size  of 
the  printed  pages  was  but  2  54^  by  4  inches.  Possibly  in  length 
it  was  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  longer.     It  was  a  very  small 
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affair  to  be  issued  as  a  State  document.  But  it  was  eagerly 
sought,  and  copies  are  now  very  scarce.  It  served  an  excel- 
lent purpose,  however ;  not  alone  in  the  information  presented, 
but  as  a  step  in  the  evolution  of  the  beautiful  book  which  we 
are  now  considering.  In  1882  Mr.  F.  D.  Reed,  of  Oskaloosa, 
prepared  and  published  a  Legislative  Manual,  a  neat  little  vol- 
ume of  194  pages,  containing  lists  of  public  officers,  rules  of 
the  House  and  Senate,  and  a  variety  of  other  information.  It 
was  really  a  very  creditable  work,  but  if  our  recollection  is 
correct  he  had  a  rather  hard  time  in  getting  any  pay  for  the 
compilation.  In  1881  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Fairall,  of  The  Iowa 
City  Republican,  began  an  annual  publication  called  "  The 
Manual  of  Iowa  Politics,"  with  the  design  of  making  it  what 
the  "Official  Register"  has  since  become;  but  he  discontinued 
it  after  a  few  years,  owing,  we  presume,  to  the  growing  import- 
ance of  the  work  at  Des  Moines,  and  the  superior  facilities 
for  obtaining  information  at  the  Capital.  While  it  appeared 
regularly  it  was  received  as  an  important  and  most  useful 
annual,  and  copies  are  now  in  demand  and  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  present  form  was  adopted  in  1886,  during  the  Secretary- 
ship of  Hon.  Frank  D.  Jackson.  It  was  much  smaller  than  at 
present,  containing,  in  fact,  but  92  pages.  From  that  time  for- 
ward it  has  steadily  increased  in  size  and  the  amount  of  useful 
information  it  contains.  During  this  period  of  its  growth,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Byrkit,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  has  had  editorial 
charge  of  the  publication.  It  is  but  just  to  say,  that  this  work 
has  met  with  the  heartiest  approval  of  the  press  and  people 
throughout  the  State.  In  everything  but  size  it  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  best  Annual  Registers  or  Manuals  pub- 
lished by  any  of  the  older  States.  But,  curiously  enough,  up 
to  the  last  session  ot  the  General  Assembly,  the  work  had  no 
official  sanction,  the  Secretaries  of  State  having  published  it 
because  it  was  so  obviously  needed — a  real  necessity — relying 
upon  the  Executive  Council  to  pay  for  each  successive  issue. 
But  at  the  last  session,  Hon.  W.  M.  McFarland,  Secretary  of 
State,  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  members,  asking 
that  the  publication  be  duly  authorized  by  law  and  made  per- 
manent.    A  law  was  therefore  passed  which  provides  for  the 
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publication  and  distribution  annually  of  ten  thousand  copies. 
And  thus  this  useful  and  beautiful  annual  volume  has  grown 
up  from  the  smallest  beginnings  to  its  present  solid  foundation. 

This  eighth  volume  contains  several  new  features  of  great 
interest.  The  frontispiece  is  a  fine  portrait  of  Gov.  James  W. 
Grimes.  There  are  several  cuts,  including  those  of  the  differ- 
ent Iowa  Capitol  Buildings  from  the  first.  These  will  always 
possess  much  historic  interest,  and  it  has  been  a  matter  of 
some  effort  to  obtain  them.  The  Old  Capitol  in  this  city  is 
shown  as  it  appeared  in  its  best  days,  and  again  after  the  fire 
of  last  autumn  had  converted  it  into  a  ruin.  There  is  abun- 
dant information  relating  to  the  elections,  the  tickets  and  State 
and  National  party  platforms,  analytical  statements  of  the  vote 
in  Iowa  in  1892,  by  precincts  and  by  congressional  districts. 
Lists  are  given  of  State  and  county  officers,  and  of  the  public 
institutions,  with  such  further  information  as  may  properly  be 
included  in  a  work  so  largely  statistical.  The  reader  is  also 
presented  with  information  concerning  the  times  of  holding  our 
courts,  the  Columbian  Commission,  the  Military,  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  States  and  Territories,  the  Public  Schools,  Libra- 
ries, etc. 

This  work,  as  stated,  now  stands  upon  a  permanent  founda- 
tion in  law,  but  possibly  better  than  this  is  the  fact  that  it  has 
met  with  such  heart>'  approval  by  the  people.  Its  apprecia- 
tion is  shown  by  the  frequent  demands  for  the  early  numbers, 
which  are  out  of  print.  As  the  State  increases  in  interests  and 
population  the  "  Official  Record  "  will  no  doubt  increase  in 
size.  The  Ninth  annual  volume,  the  initial  steps  in  the  prep- 
aration of  which  have  already  been  commenced,  will  be  ready 
upon  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature.  We  do  not  doubt 
that  it  will  contain  new  and  useful  features,  as  has  each  of  its 
predecessors. 


**  Recollections  of  Iowa  Men  and  Affairs,"  by  Hon.  Hiram 
Price,  published  in  this  number,  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
old-time  citizens  of  our  State.  Few  public  men  have  wielded 
a  more  powerful  personal  influence  in  shaping  the  policy  and 
advancing  the  material  interests  of  our  State  than  Hiram  Price. 
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PREHISTORIC   IOWA. 


Prof.  Samuel  Calvin,  State  Geologist  of  Iowa,  in  December,. 
1891,  delivered  a  very  interesting  lecture  before  the  State  His- 
torical Society  on  Prehistoric  Iowa,  which  has  but  recently 
been  published.  The  following  extracts  show  what  Iowa  was 
according  to  geological  teachings  in  the  most  remote  ages  of 
its  existence : 

**  These  records,  untampered  with  and  unimpeachable,  de- 
clare that  for  uncounted  years  Iowa,  together  with  the  whole 
great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  lay  l)erieath  the  level  of  the  sea> 
and  so  far  as  it  was  inhabited  at  all,  marine  forms  of  animals  and 
plants  were  its  only  occupants.  During  these  long  years  of 
submergence,  the  rocky  strata  of  Iowa,  as  well  as  of  all  of  the 
adjacent  States,  were  successively  accumulated  as  soft  sedi- 
ments on  the  sea  bottom.  Omitting  the  small  area  of  Sioux 
quartzite  in  Lyon  county,  the  oldest  strata  in  the  State  are 
the  limestones  and  sandstones  of  northeastern  Iowa.  These 
contain  the  record  of  a  period  of  duration  altogether  incompre- 
hensible. Myriads  of  years,  if  not  myriads  of  centuries,  pass 
again,  and  in  the  meantime  the  light-colored  limestones,  sa 
well  represented  at  Anamosa,  grow  by  imperceptible  sedimen- 
tary accretions.  Other  ages  of  similar  duration  drag  on  slowly 
into  the  lengthening  past,  but  bring  us  only  to  the  point  at 
which  the  limestones  and  shales  represented  in  Johnson  county 
are  completed.  About  this  time  a  small  portion  of  Iowa  irt 
the  northeast  becomes  dry  land,  but  all  the  region  south  and 
west  was  still  under  the  all-pervading  sea.  ^  *  *  Another 
of  those  ages,  to  human  comprehension  limi^ess,  wends  slowly 
by,  and  the  agents  of  sedimentation  build  up  in  slow  succes- 
sion the  great  crinoidal  beds  at  Marshalltown^  Burlington  and 
Keokuk,  together  with  tbe  coal  measures  and  associated  strata 
of  central  and  southern  Iowa.  Still  Iowa  and  the  rest  of  the 
world  are  without  human  occupants.  *  *  *  Soon  after  the 
completion  of  the  coal  measures,  the  sea  left  our  whole  State 
as  a  part  of  the  growing  continent.  *  =»=  *  But  after  long 
ages  the  sea  again  took  possession  of  at  least  the  northwestern 
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part  of  the  State  and  another  geologic  period  goes  by  before 
the  upward  movement  of  the  land,  by  which  Iowa  is  at  length, 
permanently  disenthralled  from  the  dominion  of  the  sea. 
Forests  take  possession  of  the  surface.  Animals  related  to  the 
dog,  wolf  and  panther,  as  well  as  to  the  deer,  the  camel,  the 
ox  and  the  horse,  unite  with  lizards,  birds,  bats  and  monkeys 
to  impart  a  modern  aspect  to  the  assemblage  of  animals  that 
occupied  this  latitude.  The  climate  was  that  of  southern  Loui- 
siana. The  conditions  were  not  inconsistent  with  the  possi- 
bility of  man's  existence,  and  yet  the  records  show  that  man, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  new  period,  was  not  only  absent  from 
Iowa,  but  was  absent  still  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe." 


LEWIS  AND  CLARK. 


It  is  well  known  that  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  within 
a  year  after  the  acquisition  of  '*  Louisiana"  by  the  United 
Stages,  Captains  Lewis  and  Clark  conducted  an  expedition  for 
purpo.ses  of  exploration  of  this  vast  territory  which  extended 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  route  lay 
across  an  unbroken  wilderness,  through  what  is  now  Missouri, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  South  and  North  Dakota,  Montana, 
Idaho,  Oregon  and  Washington.  No  white  man  up  to  that 
time  had  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  north  of  the  Spanish 
and  south  of  the  British  possessions.  The  Missouri  River  had 
not  been  visited  much  above  Bismarck,  nor  was  the  Columbia 
River  known  above  tide-water.  This  vast  field  of  exploration 
was  fresh  and  new.  The  Indian  tribes  which  have  since  so 
sadly  melted  away,  were  in  their  best  days,  in  happy  ignorance 
of  the  white  man  and  the  contaminating  influences  of  that 
"  civilization  "  which  has  nearly  swept  them  from  the  face  of 
the  earth.  The  plants  and  animals  over  that  vast  area  were 
almost  entirely  unknown  to  science.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no 
explorers  were  ever  so  favored  with  "fresh  fields  and  pastures 
new,"  and  they  were  equally  favored  in  results,  for  they  made 
the  long  journey  of  over  7,000  miles  *'with  scarcely  a  casualty." 

After  the  return  of  the  expedition  Mr.  Nicholas  Biddle,  of 
Philadelphia — the  "Nick  Biddle"  who  figured  so  largely  in  the 
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financial  history  of  our  country  in  later  days — wrote  its  his- 
tory. This  appeared  in  1 814,  in  two  octavo  volumes.  It  was 
afterward  published  in  England;  in  fact,  three  of  the  best 
editions  we  have  ever  seen  were  printed  abroad.  The  work 
seemed  from  the  start  to  have  made  a  profound  impression 
upon  the  world.  There  was  an  irresistible  charm  about  it, 
reminding  the  reader,  possibly,  of  White's  "  Natural  Histor>^ 
of  Selbourne."  We  believe  that  no  less  than  thirty-five  editions 
(counting  mere  reissues)  have  been  published,  many  of  which 
have  been  garbled  and  imperfect  or  greatly  abridged  and  in 
some  cases  spurious  and  fraudulent.  For  many  years  the 
work  has  been  out  of  print  and  perfect  copies  very  scarce  and 
expensive.  There  has  never  been  a  perfect  reprint  in  the 
United  States.  But  a  new  edition  is  to  appear  this  spring,  and 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices.  Mr.  Francis  P.  Harper, 
an  enterprising  young  publisher,  has  lately  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  17  East  Sixteenth  street,  New  York  city.  He  has  sig- 
nalized his  advent  into  the  guild  of  bookmakers  by  announcing 
a  new  edition  of  "  The  History  of  the  Expedition  of  Lewis 
and  Clark."  Most  fortunately,  indeed,  he  secured  the  services 
of  Dr.  Elliott  Coues,  as  editor.  This  gentleman,  in  many 
directions,  is  one  of  the  profoundest  of  American  scholars,  dis- 
tinguishei  1  as  the  author  of  various  works,  each  of  which,  as  it 
leaves  his  facile  pen,  becomes  an  authority,  if  not  a  classic. 
As  a  general  ornithologist  he  easily  takes  his  place  **  on  the 
front  seat."  In  some  departments  of  natural  history  his  studies 
are  recognized  as  the  highest  authority  of  our  day.  He  is  the 
author  of  a  dozen  books,  either  of  which  would  have  made  him 
famous  in  science.  His  crowning  achievement,  no  doubt,  is 
his  work  in  the  preparation  of  the  great  "  Century  Dictionary." 
Upon  this  immense  undertaking  he  was  employed  seven 
years,  having  charge  of  the  departments  of  General  Biology  and 
Natural  History,  which  include  all  the  terms  in  the  many 
branches  of  zoology,  comparative  anatomy  and  related  sub- 
jects. The  wholly  successful  manner  in  which  Dr.  Coues  per- 
formed these  extended  researches  will  give  him  permanently 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  places  in  the  literary  and 
scientific  history  of  the  United  States.     In  addition  to  his  wide 
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range  of  scholarship,  Dr.  Coues  is  himself  an  explorer,  and 
had  visited  most  of  the  regions  traversed  by  the  Expedition,  as 
an  Army  officer  and  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey. 
He  thus  entered  upon  his  work  with  elements  of  special  fitness 
which  it  is  but  simple  justice  to  say  could  not  be  equaled  by 
any  other  American. 

When  Dr.  Coues  came  to  consider  the  subject,  he  learned 
that  the  original  manuscript  journals,  field  note-books  and 
other  records  of  the  expedition,  in  the  handwritings  of  Captains 
Lewis  and  Clark,  were  still  in  existence.  (It  affords  us  some 
pride  to  know  that  they  were  discovered  through  a  clue  which 
came  from  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa,  though  such  an 
indefatigable  searcher  as  Dr.  Coues  would  no  doubt  have 
found  them  in  any  event.)  The  only  surviving  son  of  Captain 
Clark,  who  still  lives,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  St  Louis,  desired 
that  Dr.  Coues  should  have  the  use  of  these  precious  treasures 
— some  three  thousand  pages  of  manuscript — which  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  at  Phila- 
delphia. Dr.  Coues  speedily  obtained  this  concession,  by  vote 
of  the  Society,  thus  acquiring  an  inexhaustible  wealth  of  fresh 
and  extensive  materials  from  which  to  prepare  this  new 
edition.  In  this  work  he  scrupulously  retains  the  original 
text  of  Mr.  Biddle,  but  also  copies  largely  from  these  original 
manuscripts  with  copious  commentaries.  In  fact,  there  will 
scarcely  be  a  page  which  is  not  enriched  either  with  hitherto 
unpublished  extracts  from  the  writings  of  the  explorers  or 
with  notes  by  Dr.  Coues,  at  least  doubling  the  amount  of  mat- 
ter in  the  first  edition.  The  present  editor  is  so  familiar  with 
the  general  subject,  with  the  geology,  natural  history,  eth- 
nology, archeology  and  botany,  of  the  regions  traversed  that 
his  critical  determinations  and  identifications  will  be  simply 
invaluable.  One  result  of  his  investigation  tends  to  the  almost 
certain  conclusion  that  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis  was  mur- 
dered for  his  money,  though  it  has  been  supposed  that  he  com- 
mitted suicide.  But  in  numberless  ways,  Dr.  Coues  has  been 
able  to  throw  light  upon  points  of  history  and  biography 
hitherto  but  little  understood.  As  the  work  comes  from  his 
pen  it  would  seem  that  he  has  left  nothing  to  be  done  by  any 
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future  editor.  Having  been  privileged  to  see  these  precious 
manuscripts  of  Captains  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  to  examine 
some  of  the  proof-sheets  of  the  forthcoming  work,  we  believe 
it  will  contain  **  the  final  word  "  in  regard  to  those  illustrious 
American  explorers.  It  is  to  be  issued  in  four  octavo  volumes, 
with  numerous  illustrations,  portraits,  maps,  etc.  There  will 
be  two  editions  from  the  same  plates,  one  of  which  will  be 
sold  for  $12.50  and  the  other  for  $25.00.  The  whole  number 
to  be  issued  is  limited  to  one  thousand  copies  This  publica- 
tion is  certain  to  be  one  of  the  foremost  literary  events  of 
1893,  if  not  of  this  decade.  It  will  revive  and  greatly  increase 
the  interest  with  which  that  famous  Expedition  has  been 
regarded  both  at  home  and  abroad. 


LOAN  COLLECTIONS. 


During  the  past  winter,  Mr.  A.  J.  Johnson,  of  this  city, 
loaned  to  the  Historical  Department  a  fine  case  of  mammals, 
one  of  eggs,  and  five  of  birds.  All  of  these  had  been  very 
carefully  preserved  and  finely  mounted.  They  are  at  this  date 
t( April  i)  on  exhibition,  and  attract  many  visitors  to  the  new 
rooms.  Speaking  of  loans  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition,  the 
writer  was  quite  surprised  to  see  what  a  large  feature  they  present 
.in  the  National  Museum  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Hundreds  of  the 
most  interesting  objects  in  that  vast  and  well  filled  edifice  have 
been  placed  there,  simply  as  loans,  by  their  owners.  The  pub- 
lic are  thus  given  the  benefit  of  seeing  a  great  variety  of  most 
precious  objects,  a  fact  which  we  know  to  be  very  gratifying  to 
most  collectors.  There  are  very  few  men  who  make  collec- 
tions with  the  idea  of  hiding  them  away  from  sight.  Nothing 
suits  an  old  collector  more  than  to  have  good  listeners  and 
opportunities  to  exhibit  and  expatiate  upon  his  treasures.  This 
brings  us  to  what  we  wish  to  state  in  this  place,  \  iz. :  That  the 
Historical  Department  is  the  best  place  in  Iowa  to  exhibit 
collections  of  such  objects  as  books,  maps,  documents,  coins, 
specimens  in  natural  history,  paintings,  engravings,  and  other 
objects  having  literary  or  historical  value.  So  fer  as  museums 
4ire  concerned,  this  becomes  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


EDITORIAL    DEPARTMENT.  79 

additions,  for  scores  of  collectors,  once  seeing  their  "  hobbies'* 
carefully  housed  and  appreciated  by  visitors,  choose  to  let  them 
remain  permanently.  Just  now  the  Department  would  espe- 
cially appreciate  collections  of  stone  implements,  coins  and 
ancient  books,  old  fire  arms  or  other  weapons  which  have 
come  down  from  long  ago. 


NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Judge  S.  C.  Hastings,  the  third  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa,  died  on  the  19th  of  February,  1893,  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  He  was  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  came  to  Iowa  when  a  young  man, 
settling  at  Muscatine  about  the  year  1838.  He  was  one  of 
sixteen  young  lawyers  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
Court  at  its  first  term  in  1 838.  The  veteran  T.  S.  Parvin  is 
now  the  only  survivor  of  the  sixteen.  Mr.  Hastings  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  the  first  and  second  Territorial 
L^slatures,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  fifth,  sixth 
and  seventh.  In  1846  he  was  elected  to  Congress  with  Shep- 
herd Leffler,  the  first  Representatives  after  the  admission  of 
Iowa  as  a  State,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1846.  His  term 
expired  March  4th,  1847. 

In  January,  1848,  Governor  Briggs  appointed  Mr.  Hastings 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  position  he  held 
one  year.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  Judge  Hastings 
moved  to  California,  and  has  been  Chief  Justice  and  Attorney 
General  of  that  State. 

Dr.  Nathan  G.  Sales,  who  recently  died  at  his  liome  in 
Anamosa,  Jones  county,  was  a  notable  pioneer  law-maker, 
politician  and  physician.  He  was  born  October  i8th,  1813. 
in  Ohio;  came  to  Iowa  in  1845,  ^"^  located  at  Iowa  City.  He 
was  an  active  Democratic  politician,  and  in  1848  was  elected 
to  the  lower  house  of  the  Second  General  Assembly.  Upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  from 
the  district  comprising  the  counties  of  Jones  and  Jackson.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  senatorial  term  he  was  appointed  Receiver 
of  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Chariton.     Dr.  Sales  was  a  leader 
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in  the  Democratic  party  for  many  years,  and  was  personally 
acquainted  with  nearly  all  of  the  public  men  who  administered 
the  State  government  as  long  as  the  Democratic  party 
remained  in  control. 

Hon.  E.  J.  BowDOiN,  of  Floyd  county,  died  at  his  home  in 
Rockford.  on  the  24th  ot  January  last,  at  the  age  of  72.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  settling  in  Floyd  county.  He  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  law,  and  in  1859  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  to  represent  the  district  composed  of  Floyd, 
Cerro  Gordo,  Worth,  Hancock  and  Winnebago  counties  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  Eighth  General  Assembly.  He  was 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  schools,  serving  with 
marked  ability.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  House  in  1862,  and 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means.  In 
i860  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention,  which  met  at  Chicago  and  nominated 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  President. 


It  really  seems  to  prolong  the  life  of  a  man  to  elect  him 
Governor  of  our  magnificent  State !  It  is  a  singular  fact,  and 
one  which  we  do  not  believe  has  a  parallel  in  any  other  State 
of  the  Union,  that  every  Iowa  Governor  elected  since  1857  is 
still  living.  **  The  Old  War  Governor,"  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood, 
first  chosen  in  1859,  has  at  times  seemed  very  nearly  called 
upon  to  go  "over  to  the  majority;"  but  he  still  lives  at  his^ 
home  in  Iowa  City,  and  of  late  his  health  has  appeared  to  be 
improved.  If  he  remains  with  us  until  December,  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  will  be  able  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  such  an  announcement  will  be  hailed  with 
delight  in  every  part  of  Iowa.  Our  later  Governors  are  all  liv- 
ing, and  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
excellent  health.  In  the  order  of  succession,  the  list  is  as  fol- 
lows: William  M.Stone,  Samuel  Merrill,  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter, 
John  H.  Newbold,  John  H.  Gear,  Buren  R.  Sherman,  William 
Larrabee  and  Horace  Boies.  Governor  Kirkwood  was  elected 
to  a  third  term  next  after  Governor  Carpenter,  in  1875,  but 
resigned  to  take  his  place  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  to  which  he  was 
chosen  in  1876. 
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GENERAL  NATHANIEL  B.  BAKER. 


BY  B.  P.  GUE. 


During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  two  Iowa  men  who- 
remained  in  the  State,  each  in  a  sphere  to  which  he  had  been 
called,  achieved  national  reputation  for  patriotic  services  of  the 
highest  character.  I  refer  to  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was 
one  of  the  foremost  of  the  "War  Governors"  of  the  loyal 
States,  ranking  easily  as  the  peer  of  Morton  of  Indiana, 
Andrew  of  Massachusetts,  and  Curtin  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
Nathaniel  B.  Baker,  whom  he  selected  in  that  stupendous 
emergency  for  the  arduous  duties  of  Adjutant  General  of  Iowa. 
Each  was  the  natural  adjunct  or  complement  of  the  other. 
Kirkwood,  though  he  did  not  see  a  day  in  school  after  he  was-^ 
fourteen  years  of  age,  had  become  a  profound  lawyer,  possess- 
ing wide  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  although  he  had  spent 
many  of  his  mature  years  in  rural  life.  In  "the  summers  of 
long  ago"  he  was  a  barefoot  boy  on  a  Maryland  farm.  He 
therefore  understood  as  one  "to  the  manner  born"  the  works 
and  ways,  the  inner  life,  the  instinctive  patriotism  of  the 
masses  of  his  countrymen.  He  went  about  his  work  coolly 
and  steadily,  making  few  mistakes,  always  meeting  emergen- 
cies, and  never  failing  to  gain  and  retain  the  confidence  of 
the  people. 

Baker,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  man  of  action,  whose  im- 
pulses were  as  prompt  and  instant  as  they  were  patriotic. 
Whatever  the  exigency,  or  however  suddenly  it  arose,  he  saw 
at  once,  as  by  intuition,  the  course  to  be  pursued.  To  a  na- 
ture at  once  kindly  and  generous,  for  he  was  a  born  philan- 
thropist, a  lover  of  his  race,  he  united  the  highest  type  of  the 
executive  officer.    His  equal  in  the  management  of  the  largest 
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affairs,  or  the  smallest  details,  has  never  appealed  in  our  State, 
and  but  seldom  in  the  nation.  On  one  occasion  the  writer 
«aw  him  hurriedly  paying  out  coin,  early  in  the  war,  when 
hard  money  was  still  plenty,  to  a  dozen  different  men,  appar- 
ently without  memoranda.  He  had  such  ways  of  transacting 
business,  with  little  of  red  tape,  and  yet  he  never  made  mis- 
takes, or  failed  to  account  for  the  last  cent.  His  accounts 
remain  models  of  system  and  accuracy.  It  is  of  the  career  of 
this  large-brained,  large-hearted,  patriotic  man  that  I  shall 
speak  in  the  following  pages,  and  only  incidentally  of  the 
illustrious  War  Governor  who  had  the  sagacity  to  select 
Baker  for  the  great  work  of  that  eventful  time. 

General  Baker  was  born  at  Hillsborough,  Merrimack 
county,  in  the  *'01d  Granite  State,"  September  29, 1818.  He 
received  a  liberal  education,  his  preparatory  at  the  Phillips 
Exeter  Academy,  afterward  taking  a  full  course  and  graduat- 
ing at  Harvard,  the  college  which  has  been  the  Alma  Maier 
of  a  long  and  brilliant  array  of  America's  most  eminent 
statesmen,  jurists,  authors,  scientists  and  clergymen. 

He  was  but  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he  finished  his 
college  course,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Franklin  Pierce. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  always  a  clear,  forcible  and 
able  writer,  and  for  three  years  was  one  of  the  editors  of  The 
New  Hampshire  Patriot,  In  1845  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  1846  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  1851  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  from  Con- 
<5ord.  He  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  served  with 
distinction  for  two  terms.  He  was  at  this  time  one  of  the 
most  popular  men  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1852  when  the 
Democrats  were  disposed  to  take  their  Presidential  candidate 
from  New  Hampshire,  N.  B.  Baker  was  one  of  the  men  fre- 
quently spoken  of  for  the  place,  while  Franklin  Pierce,  his 
warm  friend,  had  also  a  host  of  supporters  for  the  position. 
When  Baker  learned  that  his  former  instructor  was  a  candi- 
date, in  the  generosity  of  his  abiding  friendship,  he  stood  aside 
and  used  his  influence  to  help  bestow  the  great^  honor  upon 
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Pierce,  who  received  the  nomination,  and  as  all  know,  was 
elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Baker  was  chosen  one 
of  the  Preaidential  Electors,  and  had  the  s  xtiaf action  of  helping 
to  give  the  vote  of  his  State  to  his  old  friend  for  President. 
Although  a  young  man  at  this  time,  not  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  N.  B.  Baker  had  become  one  of  the  most  influential  lead- 
ers of  the  Democratic  party ;  he  was  especially  popular  with 
the  young  men  of  his  State  and  in  1854  was  nominated  for 
Governor.  The  great  conflict  which  was  now  going  on  over 
the  enactment  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  the  persistent  efforts  to  force  slavery 
into  Kansas,  had  resulted  in  a  wide-spreading  Free  Soil  move- 
ment in  the  Northern  States,  and  the  organization  of  a  new 
political  party.  This  party  drew  its  strength  from  the  Anti- 
Slavery  element  of  both  the  old  parties,  and  before  the  next 
Presidential  election,  united  in  a  strong  organization  known  as 
the  Republican  party.  In  New  Hampshire,  the  Free  Soil 
party,  led  by  John  P.  Hale,  put  a  candidate  in  the  field  for 
Governor;  the  Whigs  nominated  a  strong  man  also,  and  the 
contest  in  this  hitherto  stanch  Democratic  State  became  warm, 
with  the  result  in  doubt.  Baker  entered  into  the  campaign 
with  great  spirit,  and  his  personal  popularity  enabled  him  to 
secure  a  majority  over  both  of  his  competitors,  but  he  was  the 
last  Democratic  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  as  the  growing 
anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  people  left  his  party  in  a  minori- 
ty  in  that  State  permanently.  But  Governor  Baker  made  an 
able  and  popular  executive,  adding  to  his  already  well  estab- 
lished  reputation. 

In  1856  he  removed  to  Iow«t  and  settled  at  Clinton,  a  small 
but  ambitious  young  city,  from  which  point  the  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad  was  then  being  constructed  toward 
the  Missouri  River.  A  grant  of  public  lands  had  been  made 
by  the  General  Government  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  four 
trunk  lines  of  railroads  through  Iowa,  from  east  to  west. 
Clinton  county  was  deeply  interested  in  the  disposition  of  lands 
granted  to  aid  one  of  these  roads,  and  Gov.  Baker  was  elected 
one  of  its  representatives,  in  1859,  in  view  of  the  great  influ^  I 
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ence  he  would  have  in  the  Legislature  in  isecuring  the  resump* 
tion  of  the  grant  of  land  made  to  the  Iowa  Central  Air  Line 
Company,  which  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  im- 
posed. The  citizens  of  Clinton  were  working  to  secure  this- 
forfeited  land  grant  for  the  new  company,  and  they  counted 
largely  upon  the  powerful  aid  that  Gov.  Baker  could  bring  to 
a  measure  in  which  their  city  and  county  were  so  deeply  in- 
terested. They  were  not  disappointed.  Under  Baker's  lead- 
ership the  land  grant  was  resumed  by  the  Legislature  and  re- 
granted  to  the  new  company,  thus  securing  the  completion  of 
its  road  through  to  the  Missouri  River,  and  making  the  east- 
ern outlet  for  the  Union  Pacific,  through  the  heart  of  Iowa,  in 
advance  of  all  competitors.  The  early  opening  up  of  thi& 
great  through  line,  traversing  the  beautiful  and  fertile  prairies 
of  central  Iowa,  was  one  of  the  most  important  public  works- 
ever  accomplished  in  our  State.  It  gave  to  thousands  of  trav- 
elers their  first  sight  and  knowledge  of  the  limitless  resources 
of  our  magnificent  State,  and  brought  into  its  border  thous- 
ands of  thrifty  home-seekers  to  aid  in  its  development  and 
add  to  its  population  and  capital.  The  pioneers  whose  energy, 
foresight  and  influence  thus  early  secured  to  Iowa  what  is  now 
the  great  Northwestern  Railway,  deserve  permanent  recogni- 
tion  in  Iowa  history,  and  N.  B.  Baker,  John  Weare,  G.  M. 
Woodbury,  W.  W.  Walker  and  John  I.  Blair,  are  names  that 
should  be  ever  remembered. 

One  who  was  officially  connected  with  the  General  Assembly 
of  1860  has  written  as  follows  of  Gov.  Baker  as  a  legislator: 

While  he  serrecl  but  one  regular  session,  that  of  1860,  in  the  Iowa  House 
of  Representatiyes,  he  took  a  yery  high  position  as  an  able,  wide-awake^ 
yigilant  and  efficient  law-maker.  He  always  knew  what  was  going  on,  what 
measures  were  before  the  body,  when  they  were  likely  to  be  reached,  and 
how  to  secure  the  most  favorable  action  upon  all  in  which  he  took  an  in- 
terest. Not  only  was  heian  exceUent  manager,  though  not  strictly  speak- 
ing, a  parliamentarian,  but  he  knew  how  to  appeal  to  men,  how  to  secure 
their  friendship  and  support.  He  used  to  be  spoken  of  in  those  old  stage- 
coach days  as  one  of  the  "wheel-horses^*  of  legislation.  The  Speaker,  Hon. 
and  "Honest"  John  Edwards,  was  an  excellent  presiding  officer  when  every- 
thing went  weU,  but  when  "storms  arose'*  on  Hhe  floo\''  as  he  called  it  in  his 
Southern  yernacular,  he  was  only  too  glad  to  "call  the  gentleman  from 
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'Clinton**  to  the  chair.  As  soon  as  Baker  took  np  the  gavel  order  came  ont  of 
xshaos  and  the  business  was  pushed  aloDg  rapidly,  and  as  easily  as  though 
all  the  machinery  had  been  freshly  oiled.  As  a  presiding  officer  he  had 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  James  Q.  Blaine.  He  was,  no  doubt,  some- 
what arbitrary,  as  every  good  speaker  must  be;  but  he  had  an  instinctive 
borror  at  seeing  time  wasted.  He  was  especially  useful  as  the  session  wore 
along  toward  the  close.  If  he  believed  that  a  bill  should  be  passed,  he 
could  expedite  it  on  its  way  to  the  third  reading  more  rapidly  than  most 
speakers  would  care  to  do.  He  never  spoke  for  mere  **buncombe,*'  in  fact, 
his  remarks  were  generally  very  brief,  in  a  sort  of  conversational  way,  and 
almost  wholly  confined  to  explanations,  or  the  tersest  setting  forth  of  rea- 
eoDs.    He  was  always  ready  and  armed  for  emergencies — full  of  resources. 

On  one  occasion  the  important  portion  of  one  of  the  manuscript  journals 
-of  the  House  had  been  stolen.  The  fact  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  a  few 
members,  there  was  talk  of  '^investigation,**  and  the  affair  seemed  likely  to 
grow  into  a  scandal.  But  coming  to  Governor  Baker^s  knowledge,  he  coun- 
selled those  who  knew  the  facts  to  keep  quiet.  Meantime,  he  learned  that 
the  Chief  Clerk  would  be  able  to  reproduce  the  journal  almost  word  for 
word  from  his  rough  notes  of  the  day*8  proceedings.  The  next  morning, 
as  soon  as  the  journal  was  read.  Governor  Baker  rose  in  his  place  and  stated 
the  whole  case  very  quietly,  making  a  motion  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to 
reproduce  that  part  of  the  journal  which  had  been  abstracted  and  have  it 
ready  for  approval  the  next  day.  The  motion  was  adopted  and  the  whole 
-affair  was  thus  settled  without  a  ripple  of  any  sort. 

At  the  extra  session  in  May,  1861,  he  was  the  leading  spirit.  As  a  war 
Democrat  he  had  the  fuU.confidence  of  his  own  party,  while  the  Republi- 
cans trusted  him  implicitly.  Both  House  and  Senate  contained  many  able 
men,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  mauter  hand  shaped  the  legislation 
of  that  most  important  war  session. 

Governor  Baker  was  ever  the  friend  of  young  men  and  always  met  them 
upon  equal  terms.  Even  in  his  latest  years,  when  his  hair  was  becoming 
white,  he  appeared  naturally  to  seek  the  association  of  young  men.  When 
he  was  chosen  to  the  Legislature  in  1860,  he  was  a  Democrat.  The  officers 
of  the  House  were  Republicans,  feeling  at  the  start  a  degree  of  backward- 
ness in  making  his  acquaintance.  He  had  been  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  New  Hampshire  and  Governor  of  that  State,  and  came 
to  Des  Moines  with  almost  a  national  reputation.  But  he  was  not  long  in 
making  the  acquaintance  and  winning  the  friendship  of  everybody.  He 
was  not  burdened  with  that  species  of  dignity  which  only  makes  a  man  re- 
pellant  in  his  manners.  The  House  had  elected  for  Chief  Clerk  a  young 
man  who  had  never  seen  a  legislative  body  in  session  two  days  in  his  life, 
and  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  not  over-confident  of  his  power  to  dis- 
cliarge  its  complicated  and  onerous  duties.  When  the  session  was  about 
four  days  old.  Baker  came  to  the  desk,  immediately  after  an  adjournment, 
saying  rather  sternly:  "See  here,  young  man,  I've  got  something  to  say  to 
70a,"  and  the  clerk  stopped  to  listen;  **I  sit  right  there,**  pointing  to  his 
desk,  ''where  I  can  see  you  from  head  to  foot,  and  I  notice  when  you  are 
reading  or  calling  the  roll,  that  your  knees  tremble.    I  want  to  say  to  you 
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that  that  is  all nonsense,  and  I  don^t  want  to  see  any  more  of  itf 

You  needn't  stand  in  awe  of  anybody  in  this  House!  Tou  are  going  to  make 
a  good  clerk,  and  we  all  like  yon!  Brace  right  np,  my  boy,  and  you  are  all 
right.''  Tumingrupon  his  heel  he  walked  rapidly  away.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  Qeneral  Baker  and  the  clerk  were  eyer  afterward  the  closest  of 
friends.  He  had  said  an  enoonraging,  kindly  word,  just  at  the  time  that  it 
was  needed,  and  in  such  a  way  that  it  was  never  forgotten. 

The  year  1860  closed  amidst  the  most  intense  excitement 
throughout  the  country.  When  it  became  certain  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  the  Republican  candidate,  had  been  elected 
President,  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  provided  for  a 
State  Convention  to  secure  the  secession  of  that  State  from 
the  Union.  On  the  20th  of  December  an  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  the  declaration 
was  made  that  "the  Union  now  subsisting  between  South 
Carolina  and  the  other  States  is  hereby  dissolved." 

Before  the  inauguration  of  the  new  President,  five  more  of 
the  Southern  States  had  seceded  from  the  Union,  seizing  forts, 
arms  and  other  United  States  property.  The  gravest  appre- 
hensions everywhere  prevailed,  as  a  terrible  civil  war  seemed 
inevitable.  The  expiring  administration  of  James  Buchanan 
had  ofiFered  no  resistance  to  the  seizure  of  the  forts,  arms  and 
other  government  property  by  the  foes  of  the  Union,  and 
intense  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  new  administration  and  its 
supporters,  to  know  what  the  attitude  of  the  Northern  Demo- 
crats would  be  in  the  coming  conflict. 

When  the  war  began  by  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  and  the 
call  for  75,000  volunteers  was  made  by  President  Lincoln,  the 
test  of  loyalty  came.  Every  citizen  must  decide  whether  he 
would  in  this  hour  of  supreme  danger,  stand  loyally  by  his 
country  and  its  government,  or  by  indifference,  or  sympathy 
with  its  enemies,  contribute  to  its  destruction.  A  united  North 
could  speedily  crush  out  the  rebellion,  while  division  on  party 
lines  might  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Government.  The 
fate  of  the  Republic  seemed  to  hang  upon  the  attitude  and 
action  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North.  Some  of  its^ 
great  leaders  hesitated  not  a  moment.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,. 
John  A.  Dix,  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Joseph  Holt,  Benjamin  F. 
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Bntler,  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  Lewis  Cass  and  others,  promptly 
arrayed  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  Government  while 
many  others  openly  opposed  coercion  of  the  seceding  States. 
In  Iowa,  Gov.  Baker,  Wm.  W.  Belknap,  Marcellus  M.  Crocker, 
J.  M.  Tattle,  Cyrus  Bussey,  R.  D.  Kellogg,  and  other  Demo- 
cratic leaders,  directed  the  loyal  wing  of  their  party  into  a 
cordial  support  of  the  Government,  while  a  large  minority 
held  aloof.  The  younger  generation  of  to-day  can  hardly 
realize  how  much  the  restored  country  owed  to  the  superb 
loyalty  of  the  "War  Democrats"  of  1861. 

In  the  meantime  a  proclamation  had  been  issued  by  Gover- 
nor Kirkwood,  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  Iowa  Legisla- 
ture, to  make  provision  for  raising  and  equipping  the  regi- 
ments that  our  State  would  be  called  upon  to  furnish.  The 
Legislature  assembled  on  the  16th  of  May,  and  in  the  House 
all  partisan  contests  were  put  aside,  by  the  harmonious  elec- 
tion of  oflScers  for  the  session  from  both  political  parties. 

The  first  business  that  came  before  the  House  was  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  offered  by  Gov.  Baker: 

Reaolvedy  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honse  there  shall  be  enacted  at  this 
session,  a  law  providing  for  the  payment  of  all  volunteers  who  enter  the  ser- 
vice of  the  General  Government,  or  of  the  State,  from  the  date  of  their  enlist- 
ment to  the  time  of  their  mustering  into  service,  and  also  providing  for  their 
pay  from  the  date  of  their  discharge  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  their 
respective  homes. 

By  common  consent  N.  B.  Baker  at  once  became  the  leader 
of  the  House.  Governor  Kirkwood  had  promptly  responded 
to  the  President's  call  for  volunteers,  and  without  waiting  for 
legislative  authority,  appropriations  of  money,  or  the  aid  of 
any  efficient  military  laws,  had  issued  a  call  for  volunteers. 
The  people  had  nobly  responded,  and  with  the  aid  of  such 
patriotic  private  citizens  as  Hiram  Price,  J.  K.  Graves,  Ezekiel 
Clark,  William  T.  Smith  and  others,  the  means  had  been  fur- 
nished to  put  two  regiments  in  the  field,  before  a  special 
session  of  the  Legislature  could  be  convened. 

It  devolved  upon  the  Legislature  now  assembled  to  enact 
laws  for  the  organization  of  the  military  forces  to  be  called 
into  service,  and  to  provide  money  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
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•expenses  that  must  be  incurred.  Iowa  was  a  border  State, 
and  must  take  prompt  measures  to  repel  invasions  which  were 
threatened  from  Missouri,  where  thousands  of  troops  were 
being  mustered  into  the  Confederate  service. 

Provision  must  also  be  made  for  the  support  of  the  families 
of  volunteers  who  had  hurried  to  the  front.  Without  money 
in  the  treasury,  or  military  organization,  or  experienced  oflS- 
cers,  it  was  a  herculean  task  that  confronted  the  General  As- 
sembly. But  the  emergency  fortunately  developed  men  who 
were  qualified  to  meet  it.  In  the  House,  Baker  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs,  and  H.  C. 
Caldwell  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and,  in  co-operation  with  the  strong  leaders  in  the  Sen- 
ate, framed  the  bills  required  to  put  the  State  on  a  war  foot- 
ing. Persistent  efforts  were  made  by  a  minority  to  embarrass 
and  defeat  radical  war  measures,  but  the  loyal  majority  had 
little  patience  with  the  obstructionists,  and  in  a  session  of  but 
thirteen  days  enacted  all  the  legislation  needed  to  enable 
Iowa  to  do  its  full  share  in  furnishing  its  quota  of  the  grand 
Union  Army,  then  gathering  from  all  the  loyal  States. 

N.  B.  Baker  had  in  this  brief  session  shown  such  marked 
executive  ability,  that  he  was  in  July  appointed  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  State.  He  entered  at  once  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  soon  demonstrated  his  superior  qualifications  for 
the  great  work  before  him.  He  proceeded  to  organize  that 
department  upon  thorough  business  principles,  to  gather  as 
his  assistants  a  most  efficient  corps  of  clerks,  adopting  a  plan 
of  records  that  preserved  a  concise  history  of  every  private 
and  officer  who  entered  an  Iowa  regiment,  or  any  branch  of 
the  service.  As  the  war  progressed,  increasing  in  magnitude 
from  year  to  year,  additional  duties  devolved  upon  him,  as  he 
was  also  made  Inspector  General,  Quarter  Master,  Paymaster 
and  Commissary  General.  The  amount  of  labor  and  responsi- 
bility devolving  upon  him  in  these  various  positions  was  enor- 
mous, and  proved  a  great  tax  even  upon  his  wonderful  powers 
of  endurance.  As  the  years  of  the  long  and  bloody  war  rolled 
on,  call  after  call  was  made  by  the  President  for  volunteers  to 
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«well  the  size,  and  fill  up  the  depleted  ranks  of  the  Union 
Army.  General  Baker  in  Iowa  had  organized  fifty-seven  regi- 
ments and  four  batteries,  besides  sending  thousands  of  recruits 
to  the  various  regiments,  until  a  vast  army  of  nearly  80,000 
men  had  gone  from  our  State  before  the  war  closed.  No 
State  in  the  Union  had  been  more  prompt  than  Iowa  in  re- 
sponding to  the  calls  of  the  President  for  troops,  and  no  one 
ofiScial  in  Iowa  contributed  so  largely  to  make  this  possible 
as  General  N.  B.  Baker. 

The  eight  large  volumes  of  Adjutant  General's  Reports, 
carefully  compiled  from  the  records  of  that  office,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war  up  to  1867,  by  General  Baker,  make  up 
a  most  complete  and  reliable  history  of  all  Iowa  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  It  will  be  the  official  rec- 
ord and  the  roll  of  honor  in  all  the  years  to  come.  Every 
name  is  there;  and  every  soldier's  record  is  briefly  given, 
just  as  he  made  it,  in  a  few  lines,  pathetic  in  their  brevity. 

Here  is  one  copied  at  random  from  these  volumes:  "Ward, 
Willey,  29  years  of  age,  residence  Inland,  Cedar  county,  Iowa, 
native  of  Ohio,  enlisted  as  a  private  August  8,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany C,  24th  Iowa  Volunteers,  died  May  16, 1863,  in  hospital 
at  St.  Louis,  of  small  pox."  Four  brief  lines  make  the  official 
record  of  one  of  Iowa's  80,000  strong,  brave  men  who,  in  the 
morning  of  life,  marched  away  to  Southern  battle  fields,  of 
whom  12,000  never  returned. 

This  record  does  not  tell  of  the  young  wife  and  two  little 
girls  left  in  the  lonely  farm  home  by  the  banks  of  Rock  Creek, 
to  wait,  in  dread  suspense  as  the  weeks  and  months  go  slowly 
by,  for  tidings  from  the  husband  and  father;  nor  of  the  despair 
of  the  young  widow  and  the  fatherless  girls  when  the  fatal  let- 
ter came  to  them,  on  that  bright  spring  morning,  wrecking  all 
their  hopes  and  forever  desolating  their  home.  The  war  years 
-were  filled  with  such  tragedies,  all  over  the  land,  and  these 
volumes  so  carefully  prepared  under  General  Baker's  direction 
will  forever  preserve  the  record  of  the  humblest  private  as  well 
as  the  highest  officer.  It  is  a  cyclopedia  of  wonderful  accu- 
racy and  of  priceless  value;  and  so  long  as  Iowa  has  an  exist- 
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ence,  it  will  be  consulted  by  the  descendants  of  soldiers  of 
the  Union  Army  and  the  students  of  Iowa  history. 

Few  States  have  such  complete  records,  and  the  following 
correspondence  will  throw  some  light  upon  the  obstacles  met 
and  overcome  by  General  Baker,  in  gathering  the  material 
embraced  in  his  records. 

General  Johnson  issued  at  one  time — 

GENERAL  ORDERS  NO.  6,  ) 

HD.  QRS.  SIXTH  DIVISION  CAVALRY  CORPS,  M.  D.  M. ) 

Edobvisld,  Tbnm.,  Deo.  28, 1864. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Commanding  General,  that  in  the- 
lowa  regiments  serving  in  this  division,  and  perhaps  in  those  from  other 
States,  it  has  been  customary  nnder  the  supposed  authority  of  some  regu-^ 
lation  or  order  from  Headquarters  of  the  so-caUed  "Army  of  Iowa,"  or  other 
authority  of  lilse  character,  to  furnish  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  and  other  States,  copies  of  the  monthly  return,  list  of  casualties,, 
reports  of  operations,  and  other  reports.  Not  only  military  propriety,  but 
the  danger  of  such  papers  falling  into  the  hands  of  improper  persons,  for- 
bids this  practice.  It  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  in  future  no  such  reports,, 
returns  or  others  of  like  character,  or  copies  thereof,  be  furnished  to  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  or  any  other  State,  or  any  person, 
persons,  or  authority,  except  as  now  required  or  as  may  be  hereafter  re- 
quired by  orders  from  the  War  Department,  or  Department  Headquarters. 

The  time  of  the  officers  of  this  command  is  too  precious  to  be  devoted  to 
the  preparation  of  official  documents  for  the  satisfaction  or  curiosity  of 
civilians  at  home.  This  must  be  left  to  the  newspaper  correspondents. 
Officers  will  understand  that  they  and  their  troops  are  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  their  military  capacity  have  no  relations  whatever  to> 
the  State  from  which  they  come,  or  the  Executive  thereof. 

By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson. 

£.  T.  Wells,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral, 

Official  copy  for  the  information  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  Iowa. 

E.  T.  Wells,  Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 

General  Baker  was  justly  indignant  at  this  arbitrary  and 
insulting  "order,"  and  at  once  forwarded  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  the  following  endorsement: 

Gemebal  Johnson: — 

The  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  Iowa  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  extraordinary  ^'General  Orders,  No.  6.''  The  State  officials  have  asked 
nothing  improper,  and  the  Adjutant  General  cannot  comprehend  the 
motives  of  Brigadier  General  Johnson  in  issuing  the  ^'General  Orders^  of 
which  the  within  is  a  copy. 

The  State  wishes  to  keep  up  the  records  of  the  volunteers  sent  from  this 
State. 
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No  other  General,  that  this  Department  is  aware  of,  has  heretofore  attempt* 
ed  to  prevent  the  completion  of  said  records.  These  records  are  absolutely 
essential  for  the  protection  of  soldiers  and  their  families  here  at  home. 
[Signed]  N.  B.  Baxbb,  Adjutant  Otneral  of  Iowa. 

The  War  Department  promptly  revoked  the  "order"  of 
General  Johnson  in  the  following: 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  NO.  58. 
WAR  DEPARTMENT,  ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
(Extract)    .  Washinqton,  D.  C,  Febraary  2, 1866. 

40.  So  mnch  of  General  Orders  No.  6,  December  28, 1864,  from  Head- 
quarters 6th  Division  Cavalry  Corps,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  forbids  the  rendition  of  certain  returns  and  reports  called  for  by  the 
Adjutant  General  of  Iowa,  is  hereby  revoked,  it  being  improper  in  its  tone, 
and  disrespectful  to  the  authorities. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  E.  D.  Towmsbnd. 

General  Baker  was  thoroughly  informed  as  to  his  powers 
and  daties  in  his  official  capacity,  and  would  not  submit  to 
officious  interference  from  any  quarter.  His  system  contem- 
plated the  securing  of  all  information  relating  to  Iowa  soldiers 
in  the  service  that  might  at  any  time  be  required  to  make  up 
the  elaborate  records  of  his  office,  and  protect  the  interests 
of  the  State,  its  soldiers,  and  their  families.  No  State  in  the 
Union  was  better  served  in  that  department.  But  General 
Baker's  interest  in  Iowa  soldiers  did  not  by  any  means  end 
with  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  He  was  untir- 
ing in  his  efforts  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  soldiers  in  the 
camp,  field  and  hospital,  and  in  rendering  aid  to  their  families. 
One  of  the  many  instances  of  his  watchfulness  over  them  is 
related  in  a  case  of  a  railroad  accident  in  Indiana,  where  many 
Iowa  soldiers  were  killed  and  wounded.  He  issued  a  public 
order  giving  notice  to  the  friends  of  the  victims  not  to  settle 
with  the  company,  as  it  was  a  case  of  criminal  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  officials,  and  pledging  himself  to  secure  ample 
reparation  as  far  as  in  his  power — and  he  did  it. 

When  the  war  closed  and  the  survivors  returned  to  their 
homes,  every  soldier  found  a  life-long  friend  in  General  Baker. 
As  long  as  he  lived  he  spoke  of  them  invariably  as  "my 
boys."  His  heart  and  purse  were  always  open  to  all  Iowa 
soldiers  in  trouble  or  in  want. 
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As  the  Iowa  regiments  were  disbanded  Gen.  Baker  gathered 
into  the  State  Arsenal  the  old  battle  flags  torn  by  shot  and 
shell,  representing  nearly  every  Iowa  regiment  and  most  of 
the  great  battles  of  the  war.  Some  of  them  are  stained  with 
the  life-blood  of  those  who  bore  them  aloft  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight. 

Major  R.  D.  Kellogg  was  intimately  connected  with  Gen. 
Baker  in  the  Legislature  of  1860-1,  and  also  in  his  military 
work  as  a  prominent  officer  of  an  Iowa  regiment  during  the 
war.  In  an  address  delivered  before  the  Pioneer  Law  Makers' 
Association  in  1890  he  gives  his  estimate  of  Gen.  Baker  ^s  a 
legislator,  and  as' an  executive  officer,  as  follows: 

He  was  largely  instrumental  in  shaping  the  legislation  of  this  eventful 
session.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  frame,  a  giant  mind,  an  iron  will  and  a 
voice  and  manner  that  commanded  attention  and  respect.  He  moved  and 
thought  and  wrote  and  acted  with  such  force  and  rapidity  that,  to  those  of  a 
different  type,  his  methods  savored  of  recklessness.  But  his  public  acts  and 
records  are  a  standing  refutation  of  such  a  charge  and  declare  him  to  have 
possessed  a  master  executive  mind.  While  with  my  best  efforts  I  should  fall 
short  of  doing  full  justice  to  his  great  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  yet  I 
would  not  canonize  him.  Ho  was  not  perfect.  He  had  sufficient  faults  to 
assert  kinship  to  humanity,  but  he  was  a  manly  man.  He  was  gifted  with  a 
sound  j  udgment  and  perception  of  the  right  thing  to  be  done  when  matters  of 
the  greatest  moment  waited  upon  his  decision,  that  seemed  like  intuition. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  Gen.  Baker,  in  conjunction  with 
many  officers  of  the  late  war,  planned  a  great  reunion  of  Iowa 
soldiers  to  be  held  at  the  Capital  of  the  State.  The  proposi- 
tion met  with  universal  favor  and  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm  by  the  "boys  in  blue."  Gen.  Baker  at  once  en- 
tered upon  the  work  of  making  all  needful  preparations  for 
the  transportation,  care  and  comfort  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
citizen-soldiers  that  was  sure  to  gather  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
State.  Through  his  influence  the  railroads  were  persuaded  to 
give  free  transportation,  and  Gen.  Sherman  and  Gen.  Bel- 
knap, Secretary  of  War,  came  from  Washington  to  greet  the 
Iowa  soldiers. 

The  date  fixed  for  the  reunion  was  August  31.  It  continued 
through  two  days,  and  fifty  thousand  people  came  together,  of 
whom  more  than  twenty  thousand  were  Iowa  soldiers.  It 
had  been  five  years  since  they  were  mustered  out  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  this  meeting  again  and  for  the  last  time  of  thousands 
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of  comrades  who  had  marched,  camped  and  fought  together 
in  so  many  trying  campaigns,  was  an  event  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. No  such  reunion  had  occurred  since  the  grand 
review  at  Washington  in  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Most  of  the  distinguished  Iowa  officers  who  survived  were 
present,  and  took  part  in  the  services,  and  again  greeted  their 
old  companions  in  arms.  It  was  the  proudest  day  in  General 
Baker*s  life,  as  he  was  continually  reminded  of  the  warm 
affection  entertained  for  him  by  "his  boys."  Every  soldier 
wanted  to  take  him  by  the  hand.  It  was  the  first  and  last 
great  reunion  of  Iowa  soldiers,  an  event  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  Iowa  history. 

General  Baker's  love  of  newspaper  work  clung  to  him 
through  life.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Press  Association,  and  at  one  of  its  annual  meetings  delivered 
the  principal  address.  It  was  a  paper  of  rare  interest  to  the 
fraternity,  filled  with  hints  of  especial  value  to  the  younger 
members.  No  man  in  Iowa  probably,  in  his  day,  sustained 
such  cordial  relations  with  the  publishers  of  the  leading  pa- 
pers. Their  editorial  columns  were  always  open  for  his  con- 
tributions, and  for  years  he  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  his 
comments  on  current  topics  of  the  day  to  a  dozen  or  more 
State  papers,  where  tbey  were  uniformly  "appropriated." 
When  he  thought  of  something  that  in  his  judgment  ought  to 
be  said,  he  wrote  it  out  in  the  best  English  and  always  sent  it 
to  the  right  place.  He  seemed  to  have  an  intuitive  knowledge 
of  men  that  guided  him  unerringly  in  making  his  selection. 
No  one  besides  these  editors,  and  General  Baker,  ever  knew 
how  many  of  the  best  leaders,  or  paragraphs,  in  the  Iowa 
papers  for  the  twenty  years,  from  1856  to  1876,  were  from  the 
pen  of  the  old  editor  of  The  New  Hampshire  Patriot, 

In  1872  northwestern  Iowa  was  visited  by  immense  swarms 
of  grasshoppers,  which  destroyed  the  crops  over  a  wide  area 
of  country.  Great  destitution  prevailed  in  some  fifteen  coun- 
ties where  the  devastation  had  been  greatest.  As  winter  ap- 
proached thousands  of  the  new  settlers  found  themselves  and 
families  on  the  verge  of  starvation.     When  their  situation 
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became  known  to  the  State  at  large,  the  generous  people  in 
more  favored  regions  were  willing  to  contribute  out  of  their 
abundance  for  the  relief  of  their  unfortunate  fellow  citizens. 
But  some  one  was  needed  to  take  charge  of  the  collection, 
transportation  and  equitable  distribution  of  the  vast  amount 
of  supplies  freely  tendered  to  the  suflferers.  General  Baker  at 
once  stepped  forward  and  volunteered  to  superintend  this  great 
humane  work.  He  procured  from  the  railroad  companies 
greatly  reduced  rates  of  transportation,  organized  an  efficient 
corps  of  assistants,  and  entered  upon  the  work  with  his  accus- 
tomed promptness  and  energy.  For  months  he  labored  unceas- 
ingly in  collecting,  forwarding  and  distributing  provisions  and 
seed-grain  to  the  destitute  farmers  of  the  famine-stricken 
region,  until  the  greatest  destitution  was  relieved,  and  the  set- 
tlers enabled  to  raise  a  crop.  The  fact  that  General  Baker  was 
at  the  head  of  the  relief  movement,  was  a  guarantee  to  both 
contributors  and  suflFerers  that  the  great  work  would  be  per- 
formed with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  efficiency,  and  the  people 
of  all  parts  of  the  State  contributed  generously  until  the  needy 
were  supplied.  General  Baker,  who  was  first  appointed  Adju- 
tant General  in  July,  1861,  was  successively  reappointed  by 
each  succeeding  Governor  for  fifteen  years.  He  also  held  the 
offices  of  Inspector,  Quartermaster,  Paymaster  and  Commis- 
sary General,  continuously  to  the  day  of  his  death,  performing 
all  official  duties  with  strict  fidelity  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

Death  came  to  him  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  on  the 
morning  of  September  13, 1876.  The  following  account  of  the 
sad  event  is  from  The  State  Register  of  the  next  morning: 

,  A  year  ago  last  winter  while  in  northwestern  Iowa  looking  after  the  grass- 
hopper sufferers,  he  exposed  himself  in  a  storm  of  snow,  sleet  and  rain, be- 
ing ont  in  it  a  whole  day,  which  exposure  seemed  to  fasten  upon  him  the 
fatal  results  which  now  have  followed.  But  the  lion-like  strength  of  the 
General  bore  it  without  apparent  great  injury,  until  last  fall,  when  a  cough 
set  in  which  from  the  first  had  in  it  the  sound  of  death.  This  quietly  and 
insidiously  wrought  upon  him  through  the  winter  months,  and  when  spring 
had  come,  the  man  of  such  former  great  strength,  was  worn  to  a  man  of 
weakness,  and  glorious  Nat  Baker,  as  his  friends  always  called  him  in  their 
hearts,  had  little  left  of  him  and  his  pride  of  strength  but  his  heart,  thai 
grew  larger  to  the  last,  and  constantly  tenderer. 
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Through  long  weeks  and  months  of  suifering  the  man  once  so  strong,  so 
impulsiTe,  always  so  impatient  of  restraint,  bore  with  patience,  cheerfulness 
and  courage  his  lot,  frequently  rising  to  the  point  of  jovialty,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  sinking  hearts  of  those  around  him.  Even  pain  and  torture  could 
not  wring  complaint  from  his  lips,  and  although  the  failing  body  was  on  the 
rack,  the  intrepid  spirit  preserved  constantly  the  martiality  of  its  heroism. 
Those  who  were  about  him  in  these  last  days  saw  revealed  in  all  its  beauty  the  • 
gentle  inner  nature  which  had  always  been  the  soul  and  the  stay  of  a  charac- 
ter that  ever  had  in  it  an  element  of  the  impetuous  and  the  stormy — saw 
thesungodown  from  the  spanning  sky  of  pride,  valor,  strengthand  majesty, 
totbepeace,thetwilightand  the  submission  of  the  expiring  day.     *     *     * 

At  one  o'clock  Wednesday  morning  death  came  on  as  a  sleep.  Almost  im- 
mediately there  came  into  the  face  that  perfect  peace  which  is  seen  on  earth 
only  in  the  face  of  the  dead,  the  noble  head  with  its  crown  of  iron-gray  hair, 
the  classical  face  as  clearly  cut  and  as  nobly  featured  as  any  ever  on  Roman 
bronze,  set  about  with  a  beard  which  age  had  spun  into  silver,  showed  that 
Nathaniel  B.  Baker  had  from  nearly  sixty  years  of  incessant  activity  lain 
down  in  death,  and  lain  down  in  peace.  Could  all  who  have  ever  felt  the 
warmth,  or  shared  the  bounty,  or  been  kindly  held  in  the  shelter  and  the  love 
of  that  stilled  heart,  come  to  it  now  and  lay  their  hands  upon  it  with  a  bless- 
ing, the  world  would  know  what  it  little  knows  now,  of  the  numberless 
deeds  of  kindness,  succor  and  help,  performed  so  quietly  that  only  God 
knew  of  them  to  remember  them. 

When  death  came  to  General  Baker,  Governor  Kirkwood, 
who  had  fifteen  years  before  first  commissioned  him  Adjutant 
General,  was  again  in  the  executive  chair.  As  soon  as  the 
sad  news  reached  him  he  issued  the  following: 

EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 
Stats  of  Iowa,  Exioutive  Office,  September  13, 1876. 
It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  Governor  announces  the  death  at  one 
o^clock  this  morning  of  Brigadier  General  Nathaniel  Bradley  Baker,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General  of  Iowa  since  1861,  and  acting  Quartermaster 
and  Paymaster  General,  and  at  one  time  Governor  of  his  native  State,  New 
Hampshire.  The  Governor  anticipates  the  universal  regret  this  event  will 
awaken,  throughout  the  entire  State,  and  even  beyond  its  borders.  To  his 
skill,  his  indomitable  energy  and  his  tireless  industry,  our  State  owes  not 
a  little  of  the  high  reputation  her  military  record  has  made  for  her.  To 
the  soldiery  of  Iowa,  of  whose  deeds  he  was  ever  proud,  and  whose  history 
he  did  so  much  to  preserve,  he  was  especially  dear;  and  so  long  as  that  his- 
tory shall  be  read,  will  the  memory  of  Iowa's  great  Adjutant  General  \)e 
perpetuated.  More  recently,  during  seasons  of  great  destitution  in  the 
newer  parts  of  our  own  and  adjoining  States,  the  same  characteristics  that 
had  distinguished  his  services  in  the  department  of  arms,  were  of  measure- 
less value  in  securing  relief  to  the  impoverished  and  starving  settlers;  and 
the  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  labors  of  this  faithful  officer  in  this  work 
will  ever  constitute  one  of  the  bright  pages  in  the  State's  annals.   The  Gov>  j 
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ernor  himself,  long  intimately  associated  officially  with  the  deceased,  feel» 
that  the  popular  estimate  of  this  distingnished  man  is  a  just  one,  and  realizes 
that  in  his  death  the  State  has  lost  a  Taluable  public  officer,  the  public  a 
servant  of  spotless  integrity,  and  society  a  useful  member. 
It  is  therefore  ordered, 

1.  That  proper  military  honor  be  rendered  the  illustrious  dead,  by  the 
,  Third  Regiment  of  the  Iowa  State  Militia. 

2.  That  upon  Friday,  the  15th  inst.,  the  day  of  the  funeral,  minute  guns 
be  fired  from  noon  until  sunset. 

8.  The  detachment  of  artillery  attached  to  the  Olmstead  Zouaves  will  re- 
port for  duty  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  command- 
ing officer. 

4.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend,  Third  Regiment  I.  S.  M.,  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  these  orders. 

5.  The  national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-mast  from  the  various 
public  buildings  belonging  to  the  State. 

SAMUEL  J.  KIRKWOOD. 

The  funeral  was  the  most  imposing  ever  known  in  Iowa. 
Ex-Governors,  veteran  army  officers  and  prominent  citizens 
from  distant  parts  of  the  State,  came  to  pay  the  l^t  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  honored  dead.  Among  the  organizations  that 
formed  a  vast  procession  was  a  detachment  of  the  2d  Iowa 
bearing  the  flag  thiey  so  gallantly  upheld  at  Shiloh.  Riddled 
with  shot  and  shell,  the  old  banner  as  borne  by  them  was  but 
a  remnant  of  the  silken  folds  that  first  floated  in  the  breeze  on 
that  eventful  day.  A  scant  dozen  of  the  gallant  men  who 
then  held  it  aloft  remained  and  carried  it  in  honor  and  sad- 
ness to  the  grave  of  the  noble  officer  who  had  been  so  firmly 
and  constantly  their  friend. 

No  man  in  Iowa  knew  Gen.  Baker  better  than  J.  S.  Clark- 
son,  at  that  time  editor  of  The  State  Register.  The  day  after 
his  death  he  wrote  of  him  as  follows : 

His  work  as  Adjutant  General  during  the  war,  his  organization  of  the 
Iowa  troops,  his  care  of  Iowa  soldiers,  his  matchless  records  with  which  he 
has  handed  the  achievements  of  Iowa  valor  and  the  names  of  Iowa  heroes 
over  to  history,  his  well  earned  plaudiis  from  the  General  Government,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  the  General  of  the  Army,  as  having  been  the  most  effic- 
ient, accurate  and  painstaking  Adjutant  General  of  all  the  States,  his  un- 
faltering devotion  to  the  soldiery  of  the  Union  and  his  unwearying  care  for 
their  interests,  his  proud  record  of  good  deeds  as  a  public  officer,  the 
unstinted  charity  of  his  private  hand,  his  heart  of  warm  sympathy  and  his. 
hand  of  quick  help  to  the  many  thousands  stricken  by  the  plague  of  locusta 
in  Iowa,  his  constant  position  at  the  front  in  every  matter  of  public  charity 
or  private  generosity  in  our  State  for  twenty  years,  his  8a^rt^<^|^^}f  own 
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fortune,  hie  forgetfulness  of  his  own  needs  in  his  readiness  and  anxiety  to 
relieve  the  distress  of  others — the  unselfishness,  the  great-heartedness,  the 
rainous  generosity  of  the  man,  are  known  to  all,  honored  by  all,  while  thou- 
sands of  his  acts  of  kindness  and  sacrifice  stand  as  good  angels  around  his 
coffin  to-day,  not  talked  of  in  the  speech  of  man  nor  recorded  on  earth. 

There  was  probably  never  a  man  in  whose  heart  children  lived  more  SU' 
preme  than  in  Gen.  Baker's.  Many  are  the  children  who  have  been  taken 
barefooted  from  the  paving  stones  of  Des  Moines  into  the  stores  and  clothed 
and  warm  shoes  put  upon  them,  and  Gen.  Baker  was  always  the  name  of  the 
kind  man  when  they  could  find  it  out.  Older  people,  mothers  in  poverty 
and  fathers  in  difficulty,  knew  of  one  door  which  never  closed  on  them. 

We  mention  these  things  not  to  benefit  Gen.  Baker  now  nor  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  eulogy.  Benefit  cannot  reach  him,  nor  eulogy  add  to  his  fame.  We 
write  them  because  as  we  write  of  him  the  countless  noble  and  good  things 
in  his  record  come  trooping  up  to  our  mind  so  forcibly  that  they  fairly 
crowd  their  way  into  this  article.     Nobody  will  ever  tell  all  of  them. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Gen.  Baker  will  go  cruelly  throughout  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  Iowa.  No  man  in  the  State  had  so  wide  and  so  uni- 
versal a  personal  acquaintance,  and  no  man  in  the  State  had  so  many  per- 
sonal friends.  They  were  in  all  classes  and  societies,  and  the  most  devoted 
are  found  among  the  unlettered  and  the  plain.  All  the  Union  soldiers  will 
feel  as  though  a  brother  or  father  had  died.  They  were  all  his  **boy8,**  and 
for  them  he  would  have  suffered,  gone  hungry,  starved  or  even  died.  At 
the  great  Iowa  reunion  of  soldiers,  in  Des  Moines  in  1870,  neither  the  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  nor  the  Secretary  of  "War  received  the  attention  that  Gen, 
Baker  did.  He  was  the  man  who  was  most  entirely  in  their  hearts  and 
whom  they  cheered  and  lionized  most. 

To  every  soldier  and  to  every  home  with  a  soldier  in  it,  or  a  soldier's  va- 
cant chair,  this  tidings  of  death  will  strike  hard  and  sharp.  To  snch  and 
all  who  knew  him  best  this  article  will  be  none  too  warm  in  its  tribute  and 
none  too  cordial  in  its  praise.  We  ask  no  apology  for  it,  for  we  feel  that 
the  dead  is  our  dead,  too;  and  feel  in  the  valley  of  this  sorrow  that  a  heart 
which  made  this  world  warmer  for  us,  now  is  cold ;  that  the  strong  hand  which 
80  often  took  our  own  weaker  one  in  its  grasp  to  cheer  and  strengthen  it  is 
never  to  thrill  our  blood  again;  that  the  familiar  form  which  has  so  often 
glided  into  a  seat  by  our  side  in  dark  days,  and  in  darkest  days  the  often- 
e«t,  whether  to  be  there  just  then  was  popular  or  unpopular — to  say  that 
he  was  there  as  a  friend — will  never  come  again;  all  this  in  the  shadow  of 
this  hour  we  feel,  and  God  pity  us  if  in  such  a  time  we  do  not  speak  the 
truth  of  the  unselfish,  faithful,  noble  man  as  we  knew  it.  We  write  not 
with  sharpened  inspection  of  such  dead.  We  would  bury  him,  faults  and 
all,  as  tenderly  as  we  would  bury  a  child  of  our  own  home  and  heart. 

♦  ♦  *  Wherever  sterling  patriotism  is  prized  throughout  this  broad 
land  his  name  is  revered  and  honored.  Brave  men  died  on  Southern  battle- 
fields blessing  the  great  heart  that  was  so  full  of  tenderness  for  them.  Gen- 
tle women  and  children  will  mourn  him  as  a  friend  whose  generosity  and 
manliness  lived  only  to  do  good  to  those  about  him.  The  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  where  he  lived  so  long  will  ever  bear  him  in  kindliest  memory. 
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man  without  a  stain,  an  official  whose  every  act  was  born  of  probity  and 
justice,  a  friend  whose  charity  of  heart  impoyerished  his  purse,  and  a  citi- 
zen whose  public  spirit  was  ever  enlisted  in  good  deeds  for  his  fellows,  Gen. 
Baker  fills  an  honored  grave.  Sunshine  and  shadow  where  he  lies  will  rest 
on  a  tomb  inclosing  a  heart  that  beat  ever  for  the  good  of  others.  In  his- 
tory he  will  fill  a  place  accorded  to  those  who  worthily,  bravely,  honestly 
fill  their  stations  in  life  and  who  left  behind  them  records  of  good. 

Soon  after  his  death  leading  citizens  of  the  State  organized 
the  Baker  Memorial  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Gen.  Baker.  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  Iowa's  great  War  Gover- 
nor, was  elected  president  of  the  Association,  which  proceeded 
at  once  to  organize  a  plan  for  raising  the  funds  required.  An 
appeal  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  was  issued,  and  contri- 
butions in  small  sums  were  made  by  thousands  of  ''his  boys," 
who  regarded  it  a  privilege  thus  to  testify  to  the  high  regard 
they  entertained  for  one  who  had  ever  been  their  most  help- 
ful friend. 

A  sufficient  sum  was  thus  raised  to  erect  a  granite  column 
that  marks  the  last  resting-place  of  the  honored  dead.  Hon. 
George  W.  McCrary,  the  distinguished  Secretary  of  War  and 
an  Iowa  man,  secured  from  Congress  an  act  authorizing  him  to 
furnish  four  brass  field-pieces  to  the  Monument  Association  to 
be  permanently  stationed  around  the  lot  in  Woodland  Ceme- 
tery where  rest  the  remains  of  N.  B.  Baker.  But  more  endur- 
ing than  granite  is  the  priceless  work  he  did  for  Iowa  soldiers 
and  Iowa  history.  The  superb  records  he  so  wisely  devised 
are  more  enduring  monuments  than  brass  or  stone  and  will  be 
sacredly  preserved  long  after  the  others  have  crumbled  into 
dust.  As  the  years  go  by  in  the  onward  march  of  time,  gen- 
erations yet  to  come  will  turn  to  these  pages  to  trace  the  glo- 
rious record  of  their  ancestry,  whose  deeds  will  forever  illumin- 
ate the  pages  of  American  history.  When  "a  thousand  years" 
will  have  rolled  away  in  the  life- time  of  our  now  young  State 
these  records  of  its  early  glory  will  be  treasured  as  among  its 
most  valued  possessions,  and  every  name  thereon  inscribed 
will  be  embalmed  in  the  memory  of  the  remotest  generations. 
In  the  old  world  the  youth  are  proud  to  trace  their  ancestry 
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to  dnkes  and  earls.  In  America  the  badge  of  honor  will  be  in 
the  distant  future  to  trace  an  ancestry  back  to  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Union. 

It  is  a  matter  deeply  regretted  by  the  friends  of  General 
Baker  that  there  is  not  in  existence  a  good  oil  portrait  of  him, 
painted  when  he  was  in  his  prime,  as  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
great  civil  war.  The  engraving  which  precedes  this  article, 
however,  is  a  fairly  good  likeness.  It  was  engraved  from  a 
somewhat  faded  photograph  which  has  been  preserved  by 
"The  Aldrich  Collection"  in  the  Historical  Department. 


THE   CHARGE   ON  BATTERY  ROBINET. 


BY  EX-GOVERNOB  CYRUS  C.  CABPENTEB. 


The  reminiscences  of  the  great  Rebellion  are  becoming 
more  interesting  as  they  recede  into  history.  This  fact  alone 
could  induce  me  to  repeat  the  story  of  one  of  the  events  of  the 
war  with  which  I  was  personally  familiar.  Time  can  never 
efface  from  the  memory  of  those  who  saw  it,  the  desperate 
charge  made  by  the  rebels  upon  Battery  Robinet  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  October  4, 1862.  And  I  sometimes  think  that  the 
battle  of  Corinth  has  not  been  fully  appreciated  by  the  histo- 
rian ;  as  it  was  really  one  of  the  important  events  of  the  war. 
The  little  town  of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  was  neither  large  nor 
attractive,  but  it  was  one  of  the  strategic  points  in  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  rebel  armies.  Itwas  at  the  junction  of 
the  Memphis  &  Charleston,  and  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroads. 
The  one  extending  east  and  west  from  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
through  the  heart  of  the  rebel  territory  to  Charleston,  South 
Carolina;  and  the  other  running  north  and  south  from  the 
Ohio  river  to  Mobile  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  To  obtain  pos- 
session of  Corinth  had  cost  the  bloody  battle  of  Shiloh  (Pitts- 
burg Landing)  and  the  subsequent  long  campaign  by  regular 
approaches  of  the  armies  of  the  Tennessee,  of  the  Ohio  and  of 
the  Mississippi,  under  General  Halleck.  Prior  to  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  the  Union  forces  in  northern  Mississippi  and  west^- 
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ern  Tennessee  were  scattered  at  various  points  on,  or  near,  the^ 
Mobile  &  Ohio  and  Memphis  &  Charleston  Railroads.  Gen- 
eral  Grant,  commanding  the  department,  was  at  Jackson,  Ten- 
nessee; General  McPherson  at  Bethel,  Tennessee,  a  station 
between  Jackson  and  Corinth;  General  Sherman  was  at  Mem- 
phis; General  Hurlbut  at  Bolivar;  and  General  Rosecrans  at 
Corinth.  After  Price  had  attacked  the  Union  forces  at  luka, 
from  which  point  he  retreated  precipitately  to  Tupelo,  there 
was  an  ominious  silence  for  some  weeks.  Finally  the  rebel 
forces,  commanded  by  Van  Dorn,  Price,  Villipigue,  Lovelland 
Rust,  began  to  concentrate  in  the  vicinity  of  Ripley.  The 
combined  forces  constituted  an  army  of  about  40,000  men. 
The  purpose  of  Van  Dorn,  who  was  chief  in  command,  was 
not  easy  to  divine,  but  it  was  believed  he  contemplated  an 
attack  either  upon  Corinth,  Jackson,  Bolivar  or  Bethel.  After 
a  few  days  of  maneuvering,  in  which  his  cavalry  demonstrated 
against  all  these  points,  it  was  found  that  he  was  massing  his 
entire  command  on  the  roads  leading  to  Corinth.  General 
Grant  immediately  began  to  draw  forces  from  other  points  with 
orders  to  reinforce  Corinth,  where  General  Rosecrans  was 
then  in  command  of  about  20,000  men. 

On  October  3,  Van  Dorn  having  driven  in  the  outposts  of 
Corinth,  moved  upon  the  place  in  force  and  with  great  deter- 
mination. He,  of  course,  knew  that  the  moment  he  had  fully 
unveiled  his  purpose,  reinforcements  would  be  hurried  forward 
from  Bolivar,  Jackson  and  Bethel,  and  that  his  success  de- 
pended upon  his  ability  to  overwhelm  Rosecrans  before  these 
reinforcements  could  reach  the  battlefield. 

The  town  of  Corinth  lies  in  a  sort  of  a  basin,  the  ground  grad- 
ually rising,  especially  on  the  north,  northeast  and  northwest, 
encircling  the  town  from  these  points  of  the  compass  with  a 
low  but  well  defined  ridge.  Corinth  had  been  strongly  forti- 
fied by  General  Beauregard  when  occupied  by  the  rebels.  Our 
army  had  the  advantage  of  these  fortifications,  and  the  interior 
line  of  rebel  defenses  had  been  strengthened  and  perfected  by 
the  Union  forces.  The  outer  line  of  entrenchments  were  com- 
paratively impracticable  of  defense,  as  they  had  been  planned 
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and  built  for  a  much  larger  force  than  that  commanded  by 
General  Rosecrans.  The  interior  defenses,  of  which  Batteries 
Williams,  Robinet  and  Powell  were  salients,  were  not  more 
than  from  six  to  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  town.  It  was 
the  plan  of  General  Rosecrans,  as  the  rebel  forces  moved  upon 
his  command,  to  make  a  demonstration  of  defense  at  the  outer 
works,  more  or  less  obstinate,  as  circumstances  might  seem  to 
determine  as  wise,  but  to  withdraw  gradually  to  the  support 
of  these  interior  batteries,  thus  shortening  his  lines  and  bring- 
ing into  play  the  guns  of  the  batteries  upon  the  enemy. 

The  first  day  of  the  battle  (October  3)  the  Second  Division 
of  the  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Brigadier 
General  Thomas  A.  Davies,  held  a  position  across  the  Che- 
walla  road  and  in  the  northwest  angle  of  the  two  railroads. 
In  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier 
General  Hackleman,  were  five  Iowa  regiments,  the  2d,  7th, 
8th,  12th  and  14th  Infantry.  In  the  Sixth  Division  of  the 
Army  of  West  Tennessee,  commanded  by  General  T.  J.  Mc- 
Xean,  there  were  four  Iowa  regiments,  the  11th,  12th,  15th  and 
16th  Infantry,  brigaded  together  and  called  the  Iowa  Brigade, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Marcellus  M.  Crocker.  In  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral David  S.  Stanley,  was  the  2d  Battery  of  Iowa  Light 
Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Nelson  T.  Spoor,  which 
received  honorable  mention  by  Colonel  Joseph  Mower,  com- 
manding the  brigade  to  which  it  was  attached,  and  also  by 
General  Stanley,  commanding  the  division,  for  its  splendid 
work  during  the  battle.  In  the  Third  Division  of  the  Army 
of  the  Mississippi,  commanded  by  General  Charles  S.  Hamil- 
ton, were  the  5th,  10th  and  17th  Regiments  of  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  in  the  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mizner,  was  the 
2d  Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry. 

The  brunt  of  the  battle  during  the  3d,  fell  upon  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  commanded  by 
General  Thomas  A.  Davies.  It  held  a  position  in  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  and  Mobile  &  Ohio 
railroads,  and  across  the  Chewalla  wagon  road,  upon  which 
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General  Loveirs  division  of  the  rebel  army  was  advancing. 
.  Although,  as  has  been  said,  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  General 
Bosecrans  to  risk  the  results  of  the  day  by  making  a  final  and 
decisive  stand  at  the  outer  defenses,  as  he  knew  it  would  too 
greatly  lengthen  his  lines  for  the  number  of  men  he  had  as 
compared  to  the  enemy,  and  that  it  would  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  aid  from  the  forts  near  the  town.  But  this  splendid  divi- 
sion clung  to  its  position  at  these  outer  defenses  with  great 
tenacity,  and  when  finally  obliged  to  fall  back,  did  so  obsti- 
nately and  in  good  order.  Night  found  it  between  a  half  and 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Corinth,  in  line,  between  and  in 
front  of  Batteries  Williams  and  Robinet.  The  division  had 
suffered  serious  losses — especially  in  officers — General  Hack- 
leman,  commanding  a  brigade,  had  fallen  mortally  wounded,, 
and  died  during  the  night;  General  Oglesby  was  also  severely 
wounded;  Colonel  Baker  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mills,  of 
the  2d  Iowa  Infantry,  were  wounded,  both  of  whom  died  a 
few  days  later. 

During  the  night  this  division,  being  greatly  exhausted,  was^ 
moved  farther  to  the  right,  and  the  line  which  they  had  held 
was  occupied  by  the  division  of  General  Stanley.  In  this  re- 
arrangement of  forces,  the  so-called  Ohio  Brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  John  W.  Fuller,  of  the  27th  Ohio,  occupied  the 
line  to  the  right  and  left  of  Battery  Robinet. 

In  order  that  the  disposition  of  General  Stanley's  division 
in  relation  to  the  rebel  forces  may  be  fully  understood,  the 
ground  they  occupied  should  be  described.  As  I  have  said. 
Battery  Robinet  was  but  little,  if  any,  more  than  a  half  mile 
from  the  town.  It  was  between  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  and  the 
Memphis  &  Charleston  railroads — not  more  than  200  yarda 
east  of  the  latter,  and  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Che  walla  wagon 
road.  It  was  perhaps  two-thirds  of  the  distance  from  the  foot 
of  the  gradual  slope,  which  rose  north  and  northeast  of  the 
town  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  Beyond  the  crest  of  the  ridge 
was  a  forest.  Originally  the  timber  had  extended  consider- 
ably south  of  the  ridge  between  the  Chewalla  road  and  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad,  coming  down  nearly  to  Fort  Rob- 
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inet.  But  the  trees  had  been  felled  with  the  tops  outwardly 
from  the  fort  up  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  many  of  the  limbs 
had  been  sharpened,  and  as  the  ground  was  thickly  strewn 
with  brush  and  logs,  they  formed  a  tolerably  eflfective  abattis. 
The  railroads  in  crossing  this  ridge  passed  through  deep  cuts, 
both  cuts  being  quite  deep  at  their  nearest  approach  to  Bat- 
tery Robinet. 

The  afternoon  of  the  3d  had  been  exceedingly  warm,  and 
as  there  was  no  living  water  in  any  part  of  the  field  covered 
by  the  operations  of  the  army  during  the  day,  the  men  were 
nearly  famished  for  water.  The  Quarter  Master,  Captain  J.  K. 
Wing,  was  putting  forth  every  effort  possible  to  have  water 
hauled  out  to  the  front  by  teams,  but  it  was  a  slow  and  diflB- 
eult  process.  I  knew  that  there  was  a  switch  engine  lying  just 
behind  one  of  the  warehouses  near  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
roads, with  steam  up  and  manned  by  an  engineer  and  fireman. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  used  to  get  water  out  to 
our  lines.  When  the  attention  of  General  Rosecrans  was 
called  to  it,  he  ordered  it  sent  immediately.  I  went  to  the 
engineer  and  told  him  what  was  required  of  him.  "Well," 
said  he,  "it  is  a  pretty  dangerous  experiment,  but  here  goes." 
As  I  had  been  somewhat  instrumental  in  securing  an  order  > 
for  this  business,  I  determined  to  go  with  him  and  take  the 
chances  of  the  experiment.  I  will  never  forget  the  expression 
of  face  with  which  he  turned  to  me  and  said:  "You  better 
stand  on  the  rear  end  of  the  flat  car;  if  the  Johnnies  should 
happen  to  shoot  a  hole  into  the  boiler,  there  is  no  use  in  all  of 
us  being  scalded  to  death !"  The  water  tank  was  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  Corinth.  Taking  a  flat  car  and  a 
number  of  empty  pork  barrels,  he  ran  down  to  the  tank,  tilled 
the  engine  tank  and  the  barrels,  then  ran  back  up  through  the 
town  and  up  the  track  into  one  of  the  deep  cuts  of  the  railroad 
just  in  the  rear  of  our  lines.  The  news  ran  along  the  lines  of 
thirsty  soldiers,  who  were  lying  flat  on  the  ground,  that  there 
was  water  in  the  railroad  cut  to  their  rear.  Immediately  they 
began  to  crawl  down  over  the  embankment  to  fill  their  can- 
teens.    Each  soldier  who  left  the  lines  would  bring  about  a 
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dozen  canteens — his  own  and  those  of  several  of  his  com- 
rades— and  when  he  had  filled  them,  crouching  and  hugging 
the  ground,  would  crawl  back  to  his  place  in  the  lines. 

Between  three  and  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
the  rebels,  having  moved  a  battery  into  position  under  cover 
of  the  woods,  some  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  lines, 
began  to  shell  the  town.  This  was  kept  up  with  more  or  less 
spirit  until  daylight,  when  the  oflScers  of  our  batteries,  being 
able  to  see  the  position  and  get  the  range  of  this  daring  in- 
truder, soon  silenced  and  drove  him  away.  The  morning  was 
occupied  in  skirmishing  and  more  or  less  desultory  fighting 
along  our  entire  lines.  About  ten  o'clock  I  had  gone  with  the 
engineer  up  into  the  cut  in  the  rear  of  the  Ohio  Brigade,  with 
another  car  load  of  water.  For  some  time  there  had  been  an 
ominous  silence,  indicating  that  the  enemy  in  the  woods  be- 
yond the  ridge  were  preparing  for  some  new  and  desperate 
move.  The  engine  remained  in  the  cut  until  the  entire  com- 
mand in  the  vicinity  seemed  to  have  been  supplied  with  water, 
when  it  slowly  moved  back  to  the  railroad  junction  and  ran 
behind  one  of  the  warehouses.  On  arriving  at  the  warehouse, 
I  started  up  the  railroad  track  with  the  view  of  crossing  over 
towards  the  right  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Rosecrans. 
I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  there  seemed  to  be  a 
fierce  engagement  on  our  right  and  east  of  the  town.  I  heard 
at  the  same  time  an  unusual  commotion  on  the  street  which 
ran  parallel  with  the  railroad.  Running  to  the  top  of  the  rail- 
road embankment,  I  saw  what  seemed,  for  a  moment,  to  be  a 
panic.  Men,  wagons,  ambulances  and  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery,  were  flying  pell  mell  down  the  street.  Several  offi- 
cers, among  them  conspicuously  General  Rosecrans  himself, 
were  trying  to  stop  the  wild  rush.  I  had  not  fully  taken  in 
the  situation,  when  a  regiment,  in  perfect  order,  swung  into 
the  street  and  swept  everything  before  it  on  a  double  quick  to 
the  front.  This  slight  reverse  was  the  result  of  a  sudden  onset 
of  the  enemy  on  our  right,  in  which  they  had  captured  a  part 
of  one  of  our  batteries,  and  in  the  attempt  of  the  company 
manning  it  to  get  away  with  a  part  of  the  guns,  they  had  run 
through  a  regiment,  throwing  it  into  confusion,  leaving  the 
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flanks  of  two  other  regiments  unprotected  and  making  a  break 
in  our  lines.  Through  this  break  a  part  of  a  rebel  regiment 
had  penetrated  under  the  impression  that  they  had  captured 
the  town.  They  were  met  by  the  5th  Minnesota  Regiment,  as 
I  have  described,  whilst  General  Davies'  division  soon  recov- 
ered the  lost  ground,  reformed  his  lines  and  made  a  counter 
charge,  supported  by  General  Hamilton's  division,  by  which 
they  recaptured  the  battery  and  drove  the  enemy  in  confusion 
back  into  the  woods  on  our  right  and  east  of  the  town.  In 
all  this  the  5th  Minnesota  Infantry  and  the  17th  Iowa  were 
conspicuously  gallant. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  this  movement  the  guns  in  Bat- 
teries Williams  and  Robinet  began  to  pour  forth  volley  after 
volley  in  startling  and  deafening  chorus.  At  first  I  thought 
they  were  shelling  the  rebel  lines  on  our  right  to  aid  the  move- 
ment just  described,  but  on  looking  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge 
north  of  the  town  and  beyond  Fort  Robinet,  I  saw  four  col- 
umns of  the  rebel  army  emerging  from  the  woods  and  com- 
ing over  the  ridge.  At  first  they  seemed  to  be  in  line,  forming 
almost  a  solid  front  from  the  column  on  the  right  to  that  on 
the  left.  The  column  advancing  in  the  road,  however,  moved 
faster  and  was  soon  considerably  in  advance  of  the  others,  as 
the  two  columns  on  the  right  of  the  road,  especially,  were 
impeded  by  the  fallen  trees  and  brush.  The  batteries  were 
pouring  into  these  approaching  columns  a  terrific  fire  with 
deadly  aim.  But  aside  from  the  men  manning  the  guns  of  the 
batteries,  and  here  and  there  an  oflBcer  walking  back  and  forth 
on  the  flanks  and  in  the  rear  of  Robinet,  not  a  man  could  be 
seen  to  confront  and  repel  this  portending  charge.  In  face  of 
the  fearful  slaughter  of  the  batteries,  the  rebel  columns  had 
approached  within  less  than  one  hundred  yards  of  Robinet, 
when,  with  the  common  impulse  of  the  veteran  soldier,  the 
entire  Ohio  Brigade  and  the  11th  Missouri  Infantry  sprang  to 
their  feet  and  in  quick  succession  poured  volley  after  volley 
into  the  oncoming  columns.  Where  but  a  moment  before  no 
Uving  man  was  to  be  seen,  there  seemed  to  come  up  out  of  the 
earth  a  swarm  of  men  extending  nearly  across  the  angle  from 
one  railroad  to  the  other,  and  for  a  few  moments  the  iB|C|^sj%n^QQQ{^ 
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fire  from  their  muskets  had  the  appearance  of  one  unbroken 
flame  of  fire,  covering  the  whole  field  with  an  impenetrable 
cloud  of  smoke.  It  was  more  than  human  courage  could 
withstand,  the  rebel  columns  wavered  and  recoiled,  and  then  a 
retreat  began,  and  when  the  11th  Missouri  and  27th  and  63d 
Ohio  rushed  forward  with  fixed  bayonets,  it  became  a  rout. 
Many  threw  down  their  arms-  and  surrendered  rather  than 
take 'the  chances  of  a  retreat,  exposed  to  the  fearful  fire  in 
passing  over  the  open  space  back  to  the  cover  of  the  timber. 
Some  of  the  officers,  however,  even  after  the  first  recoil  from 
the  blaze  of  musketry,  were  conspicuous  in  an  attempt  to  rally 
their  broken  lines  and  renew  the  charge.  In  this  last  vain 
endeavor  Colonel  Rogers,  of  the  2d  Texas  Infantry,  com- 
manding a  brigade,  fell  mortally  wounded,  after  having  abso- 
lutely reached  the  ditch  in  front  of  the  battery.  This  was  the 
final  death  struggle  of  the  battle  of  Corinth. 

The  writer  of  this  article  disclaims  any  attempt  to  give  a  full 
account  of  the  battle  of  Corinth.  It  was  begun  with  the  single 
purpose  of  relating  some  of  the  incidents  connected  with  the 
charge  on  Battery  Robinet.  In  order  to  do  this  it  seemed 
necessary  to  describe  some  of  the  movements  which  led  to  this 
final  supreme  eflfort  of  the  rebels,  and  incidentally  to  relate  how 
the  writer  happened  to  be  in  position  to  have  a  full  view  of 
this  heroic  charge  and  no  less  heroic  defense. 
{Conclusion  in  next  member,) 


LOST  IN  A  SNOW  STORM. 


BY   EX-GOVERNOB    WILLIAM    LABRABEE. 


The  winter  of  1856-7  was  unusually  severe  in  the  north- 
west— in  fact,  none  ever  equalled  it  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
settler.  Snow  fell  to  an  enormous  depth,  and  the  mercury  not 
infrequently  ranged  from  20^  to  40°  below  zero  for  several  days 
in  succession.  A  series  of  great  storms — now  called  "bliz- 
zards'*— from  the  boreal  regions — swept  the  prairies,  whirling 
the  dust  of  the  powdery  snow  in  a  wild  dance  and  piling  up 
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large  banks  wherever  natural  or  artificial  obstacles  interrupted 
their  turbulent  course.  During  that  long  and  severe  winter 
nearly  all  the  deer  in  northern  Iowa  were  destroyed,  some 
freezing,  others  starving  to  death,  still  others  getting  fast  in  the 
deep,  crust-covered  snow,  and  being  killed  by  the  paerciless 
settlers  while  in  this  helpless  condition.  Few  of  the  frontier 
people  were  prepared  for  such  a  winter,  and  certainly  none  had 
anticipated  it.  Thousands  suffered  for  want  of  suflBcient  cloth- 
ing and  fuel,  and  many  a  man,  overtaken  by  a  blinding  storm, 
or  tired  out  wading  through  the  deep  snow,  froze  to  death  on 
the  prairie,  perhaps  only  a  stone's  throw  from  home. 

Such  winters  are  fortunately  a  rare  occurrence,  even  in  the 
Northwest.  Moreover,  the  people  of  this  region  have  learned 
to  provide  for  cold  weather,  and  probably  keep  now  as  com- 
fortable and  get  as  much  enjoyment  out  of  the  cold  season  as 
their  countrymen  east  or  south. 

During  the  month  of  December,  1856,  with  my  year's  earn- 
ings in  my  pocket,  I  journeyed  through  the  southeastern 
part  of  Minnesota  with  a  view  to  select  a  good  quarter  section 
of  government  land.  I  finally  made  my  choice,  and  then,  to 
enter  the  land,  set  out  for  Winona,  where  the  land  office  was 
located. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  December,  I  left  Mantorville 
and  walked  to  Rochester,  a  distance  of  about  seventeen  miles, 
where  I  arrived  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  had  com- 
menced snowing  before  I  reached  that  town,  but  anxious  to 
make  a  few  more  miles  before  dark,  and  hoping  to  find  an  inn 
on  the  road,  I  took  lunch  at  Rochester  and  again  pursued 
my  journey. 

As  night  approached  a  fierce  wind  arose  and  inwrapped  me 
in  blinding  eddies  of  snow.  The  road  followed  a  ridge  between 
the  Zumbyo  and  Root  rivers.  There  was  no  house,  no  fence 
or  other  landmark  in  sight.  At  first  a  well- beaten  track  served 
as  my  guide,  but  this  was  soon  obliterated  by  the  drifting 
snow.  I  found  that  I  had  lost  the  road  and  was  forced  to  rely 
ti{>on  the  wind  to  indicate  my  course.  The  snow  was  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  feet  deep  and  was  covered  with  an  icy 
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crust.  Having  already  walked  more  than  twenty  miles,  I  plod- 
ded wearily  through  the  sea  of  snow. 

The  wind  increased  in  severity  as  the  night  wore  along,  and 
every  new  gust  seemed  to  be  ushered  in  by  a  more  furious 
howl.  The  high,  treeless  prairie  presented  no  obstacles  to  the 
icy  wave.  As  the  blasts  swept  by  me  they  seemed  to  penetrate 
every  pore  of  my  body.  I  was  but  thinly  clad.  Like  other 
new  comers,  I  had  not  yet  learned  to  properly  protect  myself 
against  the  severity  of  the  western  winter.  I  wore  neither 
overcoat  nor  overshoes,  a  pair  of  stockings  and  cowhide  boots 
forming  my  sole  foot-gear.  For  a  few  steps  the  snow  would 
bear  my  weight  and  then  give  suddenly  way  below  me;  and 
as  I  fell  headlong  upon  the  snow  or  broke  through  its  crust, 
the  fine  crystals  worked  into  my  boots  and  gradually  melting 
there,  chilled  my  feet  till  their  numbness  reminded  me  that 
they  were  beginning  to  freeze.  My  body,  however,  w€is  per- 
spiring freely  from  the  severe  physical  exercise,  and  perhaps 
also  in  consequence  of  the  fear  occasioned  by  the  thought  of 
freezing  to  death. 

I  had  probably  traveled  eight  or  nine  hours  and  was  from 
ten  to  twelve  miles  out  from  Rochester  before  I  fully  realized 
the  desperateness  of  my  situation.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing 
how  far  I  had  strayed  from  the  high  road;  I  had  walked  mile 
after  mile  without  discovering  the  least  trace  of  a  settlement, 
and  the  chances  of  finding  a  human  habitation  during  the 
remainder  of  the  night  were  small  indeed.  The  whole  land- 
scape seemed  to  be  wrapped  in  a  cloud  of  white  dust,  and 
unless  the  glimmer  of  a  light  happened  to  penetrate  the  snow- 
filled  air,  I  was  almost  as  likely  to  step  upon  a  mile  stone 
below  the  snow  as  to  find  a  human  residence  while  groping 
my  way  through  the  blinding  storm. 

It  could  not  be  far  from  midnight,  and  as  I  was  well  aware 
that  farmers  are  wont  to  retire  early,  the  hope  of  being  rescued 
by  a  guiding  light  appeared  to  me  extremely  slight. 

Somewhat  discouraged,  I  paused  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  turning  around  to  find  my  way  back  to  Rochester,  but  a 
moment's  reflection  convinced  me  of  the  utter  impracticability 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LOST  IN  A  SNOW  STOBM.  109 

of  such  an  undertaking.  I  had  but  little  chance  to  successfully 
retrace  my  steps.  Besides  this,  it  would  have  been  an  all 
night's  journey,  and  I  was  too  much  exhausted  for  such  a  task. 
The  growing  numbness  of  my  feet  and  the  drowsiness  which 
was  gradually  stealing  upon  me,  made  me  realize  more  and 
more  the  extreme  danger  into  which  I  had  placed  myself. 
Feeling  that  possibly  I  had  but  a  very  few  hours,  at  the  far- 
thest, during  which  I  could  hope  to  use  my  lower  extremities, 
I  determined  to  make  the  best  of  my  time  and  pushed  on. 

The  rage  of  the  storm  seemed  to  increase  from  minute  to 
minute.  Toward  midnight,  with  a  temperature  of  from  20°  to 
40"  below  zero,  the  wind  blew  at  a  rate  of  from  thirty  to  fifty 
miles  an  hour.  Overpowered  by  the  conviction  that  I  could 
not  hold  out  much  longer,  I  occasionally  halloed  as  loud  as 
my  strength  would  permit,  in  the  hope  of  making  myself  heard 
by  some  one.  But  the  maddened  winds  only  seemed  to  mock 
my  efforts. 

With  death  staring  me  in  the  face,  I  could  not  help  specu- 
lating upon  the  probable  fate  of  my  body.  It  flashed  through 
my  mind  that  the  wolves  would  be  likely  to  pick  my  bones, 
and  that  when  my  skeleton  would  be  found  in  the  spring  .and 
my  identity  discovered  or  surmised,  the  newspapers  would  con- 
tain an  item  to  the  effect  that  I  had  been  found  dead  on  the 
prairie  between  Rochester  and  Winona,  that  presumably  I  had 
partaken  too  freely  of  strong  liquor,  and  straying  from  the 
road,  had  frozen  to  death.  As  I  had  never  even  tasted  of 
liquor,  this  thought  worried  me  greatly  and  seemed  to  revive 
'my  flagging  energies.  From  that  day  to  this  I  have  been  care- 
ful not  to  ascribe  any  serious  accident  to  intoxication,  unless 
indications  clearly  justified  such  a  charge. 

While  these  and  similar  thoughts  were  still  engaging  my 
mind,  I  came  to  a  partially  constructed  pioneer  cabin.  The 
structure  consisted  only  of  four  walls  of  roughly  joined  logs. 
It  had  neither  roof  nor  door,  nor  window,  and  the  logs  were 
not  even  chinked.  Some  one  had  probably  commenced  build- 
ing this  cabin  on  his  claim  late  in  the  fall  but  had  been  com- 
pelled by  the  approach  of  winter  to  abandon  it. 
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The  discovery  of  this  symbol  of  pioneer  civilization  in  the 
snowy  desert  greatly  encouraged  me  and  I  at  once  resolved  to 
make  it  my  headquarters  for  further  explorations.  A  short 
survey  of  this  airy  resort  fully  convinced  me  that  to  rest  here 
was  to  surrender  to  grim  death  without  a  struggle.  Remem- 
bering that  there  is  a  well  marked  disposition  among  pioneers 
to  settle  in  clusters,  I  determined  to  walk  in  a  wide  circle 
around  this  embryo  cabin  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  human 
habitation  near  it. 

Taking  a  radius  of  about  sixty  or  eighty  rods,  I  proceeded 
to  carry  out  my  plan.  I  had  passed  not  much  more  than  half 
around  the  circle,  when,  after  surmounting  a  long  swell  in  the 
prairie,  I  discovered  a  small  grove  in  the  distance.  I  at  once 
abandoned  my  former  base  and  quickened  my  steps,  fully 
assured  that  if  there  was  a  house  anywhere  upon  that  wide 
prairie,  it  would  be  found  in  the  shelter  of  the  grove  before  me. 
I  had  not  advanced  very  far  when  I  espied  a  faint  glimmer  of 
light  proceeding,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  from  a  snow  bank  across 
a  small  ravine.  Flying  in  the  direction  of  this  light  as  fast  as 
my  benumbed  feet  would  carry  me,  I  presently  found  myself 
before  a  small  log  cabin,  which  was  half  buried  in  a  snow 
drift.  It  had  but  one  little  window,  of  which  the  lower  por- 
tion was  hidden  by  the  snow,  while  its  upper  panes  were  so 
thickly  covered  with  frost  that  they  scarcely  permitted  the 
light  to  pass  through  them. 

The  joy  which  I  experienced  at  the  sight  of  this  lowly  cabin 
may  be  imagined,  but  cannot  be  described.  I  rapped  loudly 
on  the  door  and,  when  it  was  opened,  did  not  even  wait  for  an 
invitation  to  enter,  but  boldly  stepped  in.  The  house  was 
occupied  by  a  Mrs.  Foot,  with  her  three  sons.  After  they  had 
listened  to  the  brief  story  of  my  cold  adventure,  the  young 
men  pulled  off  my  boots  and  then  brought  in  a  pail  of  water 
to  thaw  out  my  frozen  feet.  They  gave  me  a  warm  supper 
and  a  bed  on  the  floor  of  the  small  attic.  I  slept  close  to  the 
stovepipe  and  had  a  good  night's  rest.  Never  shall  I  forget 
the  hospitality  which  I  received  at  the  hands  of  these  kind- 
hearted  people.   From  them  I  learned  that  theirs  was  the  only 
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liouse  within  one  mile  of  the  main  road  for  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  and  that  several  persons  had  frozen  to  death  on  that 
road  the  previous  winter. 

The  next  morning,  with  the  mercury  hovering  about  the 
point  of  congelation,  I  walked  fifteen  miles  to  St.  Charles,  and 
on  Christmas  morning  I  proceeded  from  there  to  Winona. 
The  wind  had  given  away  to  a  complete  calm,  and  as  I  came  in 
sight  of  that  city  a  most  beautiful  spectacle,  only  to  be  seen  in 
such  a  climate,  presented  itself  to  my  eyes.  The  smoke  from 
hundreds  of  chimneys  rose  in  almost  perpendicular  columns 
until  it  seemed  to  vanish  in  the  azure  sky.  Beyond  the  city 
lay  the  crystallized  level  of  the  majestic  Mississippi,  bordered 
by  the  snow-covered  bluffs  of  the  Wisconsin  shore. 

I  went  to  the  land  oflBce  and,  after  paying  a  premium  of  five 
per  cent  for  exchange  of  my  wild-cat  money  for  gold,  entered 
my  quarter  section  of  land,  and  then  turned  my  face  toward 
my  Iowa  home,  which  I  reached  a  day  or  two  before  the 
close  of  the  old  year,  after  having  walked  more  than  600 
miles  in  the  midst  of  the  severe  weather  of  that  extraordin- 
ary winter. 


THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 


From  Muscatine  to  Winchester. 


BYTHAD.   L.  SMITH. 
(Continued  from  April  number.) 


Battle  of  Champion  Hill. 

The  column,  Hovey's  division  in  advance,  reached  Bolton 
Station  about  4  p.  M.  on  the  15th.  Here  our  advance  guard 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued. 
Having  driven  the  pickets  about  a  mile,  the  skirmishers  were 
withdrawn,  a  position  chosen,  the  line  of  battle  formed,  our 
own  pickets  put  out,  arms  stacked,  and  the  men  ordered  to 
remain  close  to  their  guns. 

A  few,  however,  paid  a  hurried  visit  to  Bolton  Station,  cap- 
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turing  a  supply  of  meal,  bacon,  sugar,  etc.,  with  something  a 
little  new  in  the  line  of  captures — a  few  gallons  of  excellent 
brandy,  which  even  the  men  of  the  '^Temperance  Regiment" 
could  not  resist  tasting  although  none  partook  freely  enough 
to  render  their  joints  limber  or  their  steps  unsteady.  The 
troops  had  become  accustomed  to  coming  in  contact  with  the 
enemy's  pickets,  and  thought  little  about  the  force  in  front. 
A  battle  was  one  of  the  things  liable  to  occur  any  day.  and 
anticipating  it  was  neither  profitable  nor  pleasant.  Yet  after 
darkness  set  in  there  was  an  unusual  quietude  in  camp,  as  if 
inspired  by  a  presentiment  of  the  terrible  ordenl  of  the  morrow. 
It  was  not  a  fear  that  occasioned  this,  but  a  conjecture  of  a  pos- 
sible occurrence  in  the  event  of  a  battle,  and  thence  a  turning 
of  the  mind  towards  the  loved  ones  of  the  lionu*  circle.  Morn- 
ing came:  still  all  was  silent  in  front.  The  sun  rose  clear  and 
warm.  The  advance  moved  out  about  <>  o'clock,  going  cau- 
tiously and  slowly  in  the  direction  of  the  foe.  About  8  o'clock 
the  line  of  battle  was  formed  some  three  miles  from  the  encamp- 
ment of  last  night.  General  Hovey's  division  took  position  on 
t^  right  of  the  main  road  leading  to  Vicksburg  via  Champion 
Hill.  The  lines  were  formed  in  the  edge  of  the  timber  skirting 
the  hill.  Skirmishers  were  immediately  thrown  out,  and  the 
enemy  discovered  to  be  posted  on  the  ridge  of  the  hill  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  jxnnt  at  which  the  road  begins 
its  winding  ascent.  A  thick  growth  of  timber  beginning  at 
the  base  and  extending  over  and  beyond  the  narrow  ridge 
rendered  it  very  diflicult  to  discover  his  exact  position.  The 
country  was  much  broken  by  deep,  narrow  ravines,  which 
inade  the  advance  extremely  exhausting  and  difficult.  Hovey's 
division  being  foremost,  it  devolved  upon  him  to  bring  on  the 
engagement.  Skirmishing  had  been  progressing  more  or  less 
briskly  for  nearly  two  hours.  At  10  o'clock  the  skirmishers 
were  withdrawn,  and  an  advance  ordered.  Then  came  the  lull 
that  precedes  the  storm.  The  first  brigade  led  oflF,  bearing 
towards  the  right  gradually,  and  covering  the  main  road. 
Upon  reaching  the  crest  of  the  first  line  of  hills  they  received 
and  gave  a  terrible  volley.    The  second  brigade,  pressing  for- 
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ward  as  rapidly  and  in  as  good  order  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  permit,  arrived  a  moment  later  and  were  simi- 
lariy  greeted  and  similarly  responded.  The  first  line  of  the 
enemy  retired  a  short  distance  to  their  main  line,  their  batteries 
continuing  to  play  mercilessly  on  their  advancing  foes  who 
were  loading  and  firing  as  they  went.  An  open  field  interven- 
ing on  the  left  of  the  road  between  the  enemy's  main  line  and 
the  second  brigade,  he  was  observed  to  be  posted  on  the  rise 
of  ground  just  beyond,  a  position  from  which  he  would  be 
able  to  rake  with  a  withering  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  the 
entire  space.  Two  regiments  of  the  second  brigade,  the  28th 
Iowa  and  the  56th  Ohio,  were  ordered  to  move  to  the  left  of 
the  open  space,  and  take  a  position  in  a  ravine  near  the  center 
of  the  field.  The  24:th  was  ordered  to  move  up  on  the  left  of 
the  first  brigade,  which  advanced  at  double  quick  on  the 
enemy's  lines,  the  right  swinging  round  and  partially  flank- 
ing the  enemy's  line,  and  compelling  it  to  retire.  The  24th 
was  then  ordered  to  cross  the  upper  right-hand  comer  of  the 
field,  which  it  did  under  a  severe  discharge  of  grape  and  can- 
ister from  a  battery  located  on  an  eminence  near  the  opposite 
comer  of  the  field,  and  in  a  position  commanding  the  main 
road  winding  around  the  right,  and  a  by-road  which  leading 
up  on  the  left,  intersected  the  main  road  near  the  point  of  its 
location.  The  main  road  making  a  sharp  turn  to  the  left,  the 
regiment  passed  over  it,  and  leaving  the  line  of  the  first  brigade 
lying  down,  halted  in  a  shallow  ravine  a  short  distance  in  ad- 
vance. The  battery  on  the  immediate  left  and  the  musketry 
in  front  kept  the  air  full  of  deadly  missiles,  most  of  them  pass- 
ing harmlessly  over  them.  But  the  gunners  perceiving  that 
the  line  was  not  advancing,  quickly  became  more  accurate  in 
their  aim,  and  the  regiment  was  losing  men  every  moment. 
Capt.  Martin,  of  Company  I,  discovering  the  exact  position  of 
the  battery,  pointed  it  out  to  Col.  Byam,  who  after  consulting 
a  moment  with  Lieut.  Col.  Wilds,  ordered  it  to  be  charged. 
Glad  of  the  opportunity  to  escape  from  their  present  dangerous 
position,  where  they  were  receiving  fire  without  being  able  to 
return  it,  the  men  rose,  fixed  bayonets,  and  rushed  to  tha 
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charge.  The  din  around  them  was  deafening.  Grape  and 
canister  from  five  pieces  was  poured  into  them  as  rapidly  as 
the  guns  could  be  loaded  and  discharged,  but  with  that  fierce 
and  burning  enthusiasm  which  the  hope  of  victory  and  the 
shame  of  defeat  can  only  inspire  in  the  man  of  true  courage, 
alone  and  unsupported,  they  pressed  forward  rapidly  in  good 
order,  closing  up  the  gaps  in  the  line  as  fast  as  they  were  made. 

Fortunately,  the  distance  to  be  passed  over  was  not  very 
great,  and  the  way  comparatively  smooth.  But  the  men  at  the 
guns  were  brave  and  determined,  and  it  was  not  till  they  were 
shot  down  at  their  posts  and  captured,  or  driven  back  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  that  they  yielded  up  their  destructive 
weapons.  The  regiment  of  Georgians  in  support,  however, 
were  less  brave,  and  seeing  the  battery  captured,  and  that  their 
volley  did  not  for  a  moment  check  their  advancing  foe,  pre- 
cipitately fled.  Lieut.  Col.  Wilds  being  close  up  with  the  right, 
seized  one  of  the  guns  and  attempted  to  turn  it  upon  the  enemy, 
at  the  same  time  calling  upon  the  men  to  halt. 

About  the  time  the  battery  fell  into  our  hands.  Major  Ed 
Wright,  who  was  at  his  post  on  the  left,  received  a  severe 
wound,  compelling  him  to  quit  the  field.  Captain  Henderson, 
of  Company  A,  heard  the  order  given  to  halt  and  succeeded  in 
checking  the  right,  but  the  left  continuing  in  pursuit  of  the 
fleeing  foe,  Col.  Wilds  ran  down  the  line  and  succeeded  with 
great  diflSculty  in  getting  those  on  the  left  to  halt,  but  not  until 
they  had  advanced  more  than  one  hundred  yards  beyond  the 
battery,  and  extended  the  line  to  more  than  double  its  orig- 
inal length  by  reason  of  the  halt  on  the  right. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy's  left  was  still  unbroken,  a  fresh 
line  of  troops  had  appeared  in  front,  and  a  strong  force  dis- 
patched to  operate  on  the  right  flank.  The  regiment  retired 
by  order,  slowly  at  first,  returning  the  concentrated  fire  upon 
it  with  a  spirit  and  energy  which  showed  how  loath  they  were 
to  yield  up  their  hard-earned  prize.  Could  they  have  had 
support  on  either  flank  at  that  critical  moment,  the  fortunes  of 
the  day  might  have  been  decided  then  and  there.  But  the 
enemy  perceiving  the  paucity  of  the  number  opposed  to  them, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


THE  TWENTT-FOUBTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS.  115 

and  the  stubbornness  with  which  they  fooght,  attempted  to 
sarronnd  and  capture  them.  In  this,  however,  they  were 
detected,  and  while  the  center  was  withdrawn,  the  flanking 
companies,  A  and  G,  stubbornly  resisted  any  approach  in  the 
rear. 

Failing  in  this,  the  enemy  advanced  his  whole  line  on  the 
double  quick,  driving  back  at  the  same  time  the  entire  division. 
Left  without  any  means  of  support  whatever,  the  only  means 
of  avoiding  death  or  capture  was  instantaneous  flight.  A 
spirited  race  ensued  for  more  than  half  a  mile.  It  was  during 
this  retreat,  and  the  period  of  its  attempt  to  retain  the  battery, 
that  the  regiment  incurred  its  severest  loss.  Had  they  been 
sensible  of  the  full  danger  of  their  situation  and  the  hopeless- 
ness of  retaining  their  prize  without  support  when  assailed  on 
three  sides  by  more  than  five  times  their  number,  they  might 
have  escaped  better,  but  so  terrible  and  close  was  the  contest  on 
front  and  flank,  that  each  thought  his  own  the  only  position 
assailed.  Then,  too,  not  more  than  twenty  minutes  were  occu- 
pied in  the  whole  adventure.  It  reflected  great  credit  upon  both 
officers  and  men  that,  though  so  many  fell,  there  were  but  thir- 
teen captured.  Being  driven  beyond  the  open  field,  about  100 
rallied  under  shelter  of  the  same  hill  where  they  had  first  met 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  having  refilled  their  cartridge  boxes,  were 
again  advanced  to  assist  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until 
reinforcements  could  be  brought  up.  Soon  after  this,  a  division 
of  McPberson's  corps,  under  command  of  Brigadier  General 
M.  M.  Crocker,  came  to  their  relief.  The  gallant  charge  of  the 
5th,  10th  and  17  th  Iowa  regiments  quickly  sent  the  rebels  back 
to  their  former  main  line.  Logan's  division,  striking  them  in 
the  rear,  and  threatening  to  cut  off  their  escape  to  Vicksburg, 
decided  the  contest  at  once.  The  bliss  of  that  moment  re- 
paid them  for  all  their  past  toil,  suffering  and  danger.  The 
faces  begrimed  with  powder  and  dust  relaxed  their  stolid  and 
determined  expression,  and  shout  answering  shout  went  ring- 
ing through  the  forest  aisles. 

Then  came  the  lull  after  victory,  and  the  hurried,  anxious 
inquiries  concerning  the  fate  of  absent  comrades.    A  few  only 
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were  allowed  to  go  to  the  aBsistance  of  the  wounded,  while 
the  remainder  were  marched  over  the  same  road  where  they 
had  fought  so  stubbornly  during  the  day,  and  upon  either  sida 
of  which  were  scattered  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades. 
Reaching  Baker's  creek  about  dark,  the  division  went  into 
camp.  Never  can  the  aspect  of  the  regiment  on  that  night  be 
effaced  from  memory.  Nearly  one-half  the  number  engaged 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  survivors  clustering 
around  their  log  fires  carefully  described  to  one  another  the 
incidents  of  the  day,  where  a  comrade  had  fallen  and  the  char- 
acter and  location  of  his  wounds.  The  proud  joy  of  victory 
had  been  mellowed  down  to  soberness  by  the  memory  of  the 
sacrifice  of  smoking  blood  upon  the  field,  the  pale  still  forms 
of  the  dead,  the  agonized  features  of  the  wounded,  and  the 
thoughts  of  sorrowing  hearts  at  home.  Deeply  did  the  soldiers 
of  Companies  C  and  H  lament  the  fall  of  their  gallant  captains. 
Captain  Silas  D.  Johnson  had  fallen  near  the  battery  just  after 
its  capture.  In  the  retreat  an  attempt  was  made  to  assist  him 
off  the  field  by  Captain  Martin.  Making  a  determined  effort 
he  bounded  to  his  feet,  and,  with  the  assistance  at  hand,  walked 
about  ten  steps,  when  his  muscles  relaxed,  his  eyes  grew  dim, 
and  he  dropped  like  a  withered  leaf.  He  was  carried  about 
thirty  yards  further,  when  the  enemy  coming  up,  killed  Captain 
Huey  of  his  company,  thus  compelling  the  others  to  abandon 
him.  He  had  been  an  earnest,  efficient  and  gallant  officer.  In 
additioil  to  these  qualities  of  the  soldier  he  possessed  a  social, 
humorous  disposition  which  rendered  his  appearance  in  the 
circle  about  the  camp-fire  always  welcome.  He  had  fallen  in 
the  hottest  of  the  fray  while  leading  his  men  forward  before  the 
tide  had  turned  against  us.  Captain  William  Carbee  had  fallen 
far  in  front  of  the  battery,  at  the  moment  of  checking  the  fur- 
ther advance  of  his  company.  Above  the  ordinary  height, 
erect  and  well  formed,  his  fine  appearance  had  made  him  the 
mark  of  some  rebel  sharpshooter.  Modest,  social,  brave  and 
earnest,  the  community  at  home  lost  a  valuable  citizen  and  our 
country  a  model  soldier.  Lieutenant  Chauncey  Lawrence  was 
killed  at  the  outset  of  the  charge.    Possessing  a  weak  constitu- 
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tion,  he  had  struggled  long  and  well  to  peform  his  whole  duty 
to  his  country,  and  fell  while  gallantly  advancing  to  meet  its 
common  foe.  The  closeness  and  severity  of  the  contest  is  at- 
tested by  the  long  list  of  casualties  and  the  mortal  character 
of  the  wounds  received.  Of  55  oflBcers  and  men  in  Company 
A,  31  were  killed  and  wounded.  But  6  of  the  31  men  even 
so  far  recovered  as  to  return  to  the  company.  Of  the  regi- 
ment 45  fell  dead  upon  the  field,  39  were  never  removed  from 
the  field  hospital,  except  as  they  were  transferred  to  their 
graves,  28  were  crippled  for  life.  Thus  112  were  dropped  from 
the  rolls  by  reason  of  this  one  engagement.  Besides  these  there 
were  40  severely  wounded,  20  more  slightly,  and  12  captured, 
making  in  the  aggregate  193.  The  appended  list  contains  the 
entire  loss  to  each  company.  The  whole  number  of  men  and 
officers  engaged  was  417,  as  ascertained  just  before  the  engage- 
ment began.  All  the  Companies  were  engaged  except  Com- 
pany B,  which  had  been  previously  detailed  as  provost  guard 
at  corps  headquarters. 

An  incident  connected  with  the  wounding  of  Major  Ed 
Wright  is  worthy  of  mention.  As  previously  mentioned,  im- 
mediately after  the  capture  of  the  battery,  the  Major  was  se- 
verely wounded  across  the  thighs,  rendering  it  necessary  for 
him  to  quit  the  field.  While  the  regiment  was  yet  advancing, 
one  of  the  gunners  who  had  been  "playing  possum,"  a  mode 
frequently  employed  to  escape  capture,  discovering  how  short 
the  line  was,  rose  up  in  its  rear  and  attempted  to  escape  cap- 
ture by  passing  around  the  left  flank.  The  Major,  being  too 
severely  wounded  to  get  off  the  field  without  assistance,  al- 
though able  to  stand,  was  still  at  the  place  where  he  had  re- 
ceived his  wounds  and  observed  the  rebel  coming.  Although 
unarmed  himself,  he  called  out  to  the  man  in  gray  to  halt  and 
surrender.  The  peremptory  manner  in  which  this  was  done 
led  the  startled  rebel  to  suppose  that  the  summons  was  not  with- 
out the  means  to  enforce  a  halt  should  he  refuse.  Concluding 
therefore  that  "prudence  was  the  better  part  of  valor,"  he  sur- 
rendered. Having  thus  brought  him  to  and  finding  him  with- 
out arms,  the  Major  passed  his  arm  around  his  neck,  and  lean-^^^j^ 
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ing  upon  him  for  support,  was  enabled  to  reach  the  fielct 
hospital  and  turn  over  his  quondam  captive  to  the  guards- 
stationed  there. 

The  evening  following  the  first  hard  battle  is  a  well  remem^ 
bered  era  in  the  history  of  every  military  organization.  In 
the  heat  of  battle,  victory  is  the  ruling  passion  and  thoroughly^ 
absorbs  all  the  thoughts.  All  men  more  or  less  dread  the 
fiery  ordeal  before  the  storm  comes  on,  but  in  its  midst  the 
most  timid  will  struggle  manfully  for  victory.  He  who  has^ 
formed  a  resolution  that  he  will  not  fight  before  the  contest 
opens  must  not  follow  his  comrades  to  the  breach  if  he  would 
not  break  it.  The  horrors  presented  on  the  field  scarcely  re- 
ceive a  passing  notice  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence.  The 
whole  attention  is  engaged  in  the  one  object  of  defeating  the 
foe.  But  when  the  contest  is  once  decided,  in  the  first  mo- 
ment of  reflection  the  memory  passes  quietly  back  over  the 
scenes  of  the  day,  and  the  pictures  of  blood,  of  wounds,  and 
the  dead,  and  the  sounds  of  battle,  the  war  of  musketry  and 
artillery,  the  whistling  of  balls,  the  shouts  of  victory,  the  groans 
of  the  wounded  and  the  dying — all  come  thronging  upon  the 
mind,  kindling  emotions  never  felt  before.  Imagination  leads 
the  troubled  soul  homeward  for  relief.  Visions  of  happiness 
there  float  in  upon  this  present  sea  of  blood.  How  anxiously 
friends  will  scan  the  list  of  casualties.  It  is  with  a  sigh  of 
relief  that  the  soldier  feels  able  to  lift  ofP  the  burden  of  their 
anxiety,  a  thrill  of  joy  that  he  can  tell  of  victory  now,  and  a 
saddened  heart,  more  sad  than  others  may  suppose,  that  he 
recounts  the  names  of  the  brave  who  have  fallen  by  his  side. 
Assembled  about  the  log  fires,  the  scenes  of  the  day  are 
repeated  as  each  saw  them — where  a  comrade  fell  and  where 
wounded ;  where  the  enemy  retired,  and  where  he  stubbornly 
resisted,  and  in  fine  all  the  incidents  of  the  tumultuous  fray  are 
there  repeated  with  the  interest  of  their  first  production.  The 
wounded  are  being  speedily  collected  in  the  field  hospital  im- 
mediately in  the  rear  of  the  battle-ground  by  the  ambulance 
corps.  There  might  be  seen  busy  surgeons  and  attendants 
dressing  wounds,  amputating  limbs,  extracting  balls,  feeding 
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and  caring,  as  circamstances  best  afforded,  for  the  unfortunate 
in  battle.  The  chaplains,  too,  were  busy,  for  one  after  another 
the  mortally  wounded  are  passing  to  eternity.  It  is  a  quiet, 
busy,  bloody  scene.  Scarcely  a  moan  is  heard  from  the  hun- 
dreds of  suffering,  dying  men,  strewn  around.  In  low,  sad 
accents  the  message  to  friends  at  home  is  whispered  to  the 
chaplain,  and  the  dying  prayer  reaches  across  the  stream  of 
time  and  murmurs  the  arrival  of  another  heroic  soul  to  the 
spirit  world.  The  dead  are  being  buried  by  the  pioneer  corps. 
The  graves  of  forty-five  of  the  24th  are  upon  the  crest  of  the 
hill  on  either  side  of  the  road,  near  the  spot  where  they  fell. 
Let  those  who  would  doubt  the  severity  of  the  conflict  visit 
the  spot  where  they  sleep.  If  the  ax  does  not  invade  their 
cemetery,  the  oaks  many  centuries  hence  will  stand  as  living 
monumentsof  the  heroes  who  fell  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1863. 
The  memorial  of  their  valorous  deeds  is  inscribed  upon  a 
thousand  trunks  by  the  death-dealing  missiles  of  Mars,  less 
graceful,  indeed,  but  more  thrilling  and  truthful  than  the 
happiest  efforts  of  the  chisel  of  Canova. 

According  to  the  oflScial  report  of  General  Grant^the  burden 
of  the  battle  had  fallen  upon  General  Hovey's.division.  Its 
loss  exceeded  half  the  entire  loss  of  all  the  troops  engaged. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  division  was  allowed  a  few  days  for 
f est,  while  the  remainder  of  the  army  followed  rapidly  in  the 
track  of  the  retreating  foe.  The  division  left  Baker's  Creek 
upon  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  and  went  into  camp  near  Ed- 
wards Station.  Here  our  troops  had  captured  a  train  loaded 
with  ammunition  and  commissary  stores.  The  enemy  had  set 
fire  to  it  and  succeeded  in  partially  destroying  it,  but  there 
remained  a  quantity  of  sugar,  molasses,  meal  and  bacon,  unin- 
jured, which  proved  very  acceptable  to  our  hungry  boys.  The 
village  of  but  five  or  six  buildings  had  been  turned  into  a 
hospital  for  the  rebel  wounded.  All  the  buildings  were  crowded 
and  the  commons  were  strewn  over  with  cotton  upon  which 
they  had  been  placed.  Many  of  them  had  been  removed  to 
Vicksburg  by  the  cars,  which  doubtless  accounted  for  our  cap- 
ture of  the  loaded  train  of  supplies.     The  prisoners,  2,000, 
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were  brought  up  the  next  morning,  and  having  received  a 
share  of  our  captured  meal  and  bacon,  were  marched  on  to- 
wards Vicksburg.  The  division  again  moved  out  at  4  p.  m.  on 
the  19th,  and  the  regiment  encamped  on  the  west  bank  of 
Black  River  near  the  charred  skeleton  of  what  had  been  the 
magnificent  railroad  bridge.  The  river  here  is  a  deep,  narrow, 
muddy  stream.  There  were  three  piers,  one  upon  either  side 
and  one  in  the  center  of  the  stream.  The  center  pier  could 
not  have  been  less  than  forty  feet,  and  may  have  reached  fifty 
feet  in  height.  There  is  more  than  a  mile  of  trestle  work  lead- 
ing up  to  the  bridge  from  the  east  side,  while  the  railroad 
passes  out  upon  level  ground  on  the  west  side.  Beyond  the 
trestle  work  the  enemy  had  constructed  a  low,  irregular  line  of 
earth -works,  with  a  narrow,  deep  bayou  in  front  facing  an 
open  level  strip  of  land.  From  these  works  the  gallant  charge 
of  the  22d  and  23d  Iowa  regiments  had  routed  the  demoralized 
foe.  The  charge  was  made  on  the  left  of  the  works  and  near 
the  railroad,  and  must  have  been  very  sudden  and  resolute  to 
have  succeeded  so  admirably.  That  they  might  be  enabled  to 
fire  more  rapidly,  the  enemy  had  prepared  their  cartridges  and 
laid  them  before  them  on  the  works,  where  many  of  them  still 
remained  unused.  Another  line  of  works  had  been  constructed 
upon  the  brow  of  the  abrupt  bluff  rising  on  the  west  side  of 
the  stream.  From  these  works  a  flank  movement  of  the  15th" 
Corps  under  General  W.  T.  Sherman  had  driven  the  enemy  iu 
hot  haste  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  Immediately  below  the 
bridge  were  the  wrecks  of  three  steamers  burned  by  the  enemy 
to  prevent  capture.  We  could  now  hear  the  booming  of  cannon 
in  the  direction  of  Vicksburg.  The  first  brigade  moved  on  di- 
rectly from  Edwards  Station  to  Vicksburg.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  to  proceed  about  three 
miles  up  the  river  to  guard  a  bridge  which  had  been  thrown 
over  it  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  another  flanking  column. 
About  4  p.  M.  orders  were  received  to  destroy  the  bridge,  and 
return  where  orders  awaited  us  to  go  forward  towards  Vicks- 
burg. The  column,  setting  out  about  dark,  dragged  slowly 
through  the  darkness  for  seven  miles,  where  a  halt  ensued  until 
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morning,  when  it  was  again  ordered  back  to  the  bridge.  Some- 
body had  been  ordered  back  to  guard  the  crossing  at  Black 
River,  and  somebody  had  countermanded  the  order.  The  loss 
of  a  night's  rest  and  a  march  of  eighteen  miles  was  the  sum  of 
our  casualties.  There  was  a  little  grumbling,  but  no  matter. 
'•It  all  goes  in  three  years."  Having  settled  down  to  our  old 
camp,  foraging  parties  were  sent  out  to  secure  such  articles  of 
subsistence  as  the  country  afforded.  Meal,  beef,  bacon,  poul- 
try and  sugar  were  forthcoming;  these,  with  blackberries  for 
dessert,  and  we  lived.  The  muddy  waters  of  Black  River  were 
made  more  muddy  by  hundreds  of  hands  mingling  with  them 
the  accumulated  dirt  of  a  month's  campaign  from  their  bodies 
and  clothing.  It  was  a  noisy,  busy,  tumultuous  scene,  and 
many  lives  were  doubtless  sacrificed  in  the  operation. 

The  news  of  Sherman's  success  at  Haines  Bluff  on  the  18th, 
reached  us  on  the  morning  of  the  20th.  We  did  not  antici- 
pate the  immediate  capture  of  Vicksburg,  and  hardly  dared 
hope  for  an  immediate  opening  of  our  long  severed  communi- 
cations, but  the  news,  accompanied  by  a  mail,  we  were  by  no 
means  disposed  to  doubt.  From  that  hour  all  felt  that  the 
campaign  was  destined  to  be  successful.  Vicksburg,  if  not 
already  fallen,  must  soon  fall.  Our  wagons  were  immediately 
started  to  the  new  base  for  supplies.  If  there  had  been  any 
doubting  circumstances  before,  there  were  none  now.  Mean- 
time the  cannon  continued  to  roll  back  their  thunders  from  the 
besieged  city,  announcing  the  steady  progress  of  the  fight. 
The  terrible  assault  of  the  22d  was  heralded  to  our  ears  by  a 
louder  and  more  continuous  roar  of  artillery.  When  it  died 
away  we  thought  the  victory  won,  but  the  same  heralds  an- 
nounced a  continuance  of  the  fight  on  the  following  morning. 
On  the  24th  inst.  we  again  set  out  for  Vicksburg.  Arriving 
about  sundown,  the  regiment  went  into  camp  about  a  mile 
below  the  Vicksburg  &  Jackson  railroad,  which  at  that  time 
was  the  extreme  left  of  the  line. 

It  was  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  here  to  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  our  base  of  supplies.  The  camp  was,  as  were  all  the 
others,  in  a  deep  ravine.     The  batteries  on  the  hill  above  us 
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were  firing  at  the  time,  and  many  were  very  anxious  to  look 
over  at  our  friends  in  gray.  Going  heedlessly  up  over  its- 
brow,  they  were  first  discovered  by  their  friends,  who  sent  them 
a  few  leaden  signals  of  welcome,  which  caused  them  to  return 
with  somewhat  wiser  notions  of  the  uncertainty  of  life.  The^ 
lesson  of  caution,  however,  was  not  valueless,  for,  being  or- 
dered to  move  to  the  ravine  in  front  on  the  following  day,  they 
took  good  care,  as  the  circumstances  required,  to  elude  the 
vigilant  eyes  of  the  foe.  The  batteries  protected  by  earth- 
works and  trenches  at  the  base  of  the  hill  occupied  by  the 
rebel  forts  were  already  in  progress.  The  crests  of  the  hills 
frowning  with  forts  and  artillery  occupied  by  the  opposing^ 
forces  were  but  little  more  than  half  a  mile  from  one  another, 
not  so  far  but  that  the  gunners  were  obliged  to  keep  well  con- 
cealed to  elude  the  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  who  were 
concealed  in  gorges  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  the  works. 
The  rebel  artillery  seldom  replied.  When  one  did  have  the 
audacity  to  fire  a  shot,  not  less  than  twenty  guns  would  be 
turned  upon  their  fort,  raking  it  from  every  quarter  except 
its  immediate  rear.  The  work  in  the  trenches  was  performed 
principally  at  night.  At  dark  pickets  were  thrown  out  by 
both  sides,  and  all  musketry  firing  suspended  until  daylight 
returned.  The  pickets  were  within  speaking  distance  of  one 
another,  and  at  first  were  inclined  to  be  social  and  communi- 
cative, but  the  rebels  soon  discontinued  this.  The  trenches 
were  used  during  the  day  for  rifle  pits.  They  were  advanced 
at  acute  angles  with  the  rebel  line  of  works,  the  dirt  being^ 
thrown  upon  the  side  next  to  the  enemy.  They  were  from  two 
to  four  feet  deep,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In 
exposed  places  they  were  deep,  and  in  small  ravines  and  partial- 
ly covered  places  were  shallower.  Bales  of  cotton  and  bundles 
of  cane  were  used  in  advancing  them  to  cover  the  working  par- 
ties. Once  or  twice  onl;^  during  the  siege  did  they  fire  upon  the 
parties.  At  such  time  they  were  compelled  to  first  withdraw 
their  pickets,  and  thus  give  the  alarm  to  those  at  work.  These 
uniting  with  the  pickets  at  such  times  were  prepared  to  return 
the  compliment.    The  enemy  being  compelled  to  appear  upon 
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the  parapets  of  tbe  forts,  were  first  permitted  to  fire  into  the 
harmless  cotton  bales,  while  they  were  greeted  with  a  shower 
of  balls  from  the  trenches  at  the  same  instant.  After  a  few  les- 
sons of  this  kind,  they  resorted  to  no  more  dangerous  means 
of  preventing  our  near  approach  to  their  works  than  by  threats 
and  remonstrances.  Thus  the  work  went  forward  steadily 
until  each  principal  work  of  the  enemy's  fortifications  was 
environed  with  a  net- work  of  safe  approaches  from  almost 
every  direction  in  their  front.  There  are  miles  of  trenches 
there  that  cost  many  weary  nights'  labor.  For  more  than  a 
week  previous  to  the  surrender  conversation  could  be  carried 
on  without  any  very  great  eflfort  between  those  in  the  trenches 
and  those  in  the  forts.  Thus,  in  the  very  heat  of  contest, 
when  each  was  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  of  shooting 
the  other,  taunts  were  bandied  back  and  forth  between  foes. 
"Hello,  Yank,  have  you  got  any  hard  tack  to  spare?"  "Yes, 
look  out!"  and  over  would  go  a  hard  tack  into  the  rebel  fort. 
*'Hello,  reb,  how  do  you  like  Champion  Hill?"  Back  would 
come  the  response:  "How  do  you  like  the  22d  of  May?" 
"How  are  you,  mule  steak?"  The  enemy  were  very  anxious 
to  obtain  news  from  the  outer  world,  and  generally  came  on 
picket  prepared  to  exchange  Vicksburg  papers  for  Northern 
papers.  The  traffic  in  tobacco  and  hard  bread  was  carried 
on  briskly  while  it  was  permitted,  but  this  was  stopped 
in  consequence  of  other  less  harmless  articles  being  con- 
veyed within  the  enemy's  lines  by  persons  less  loyal  than 
money-loving. 

It  had  been  ascertained  that  the  enemy  lacked  a  sufficient 
supply  of  caps,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  had  received  them 
from  our  soldiers,  or  those  professing  to  be  soldiers,  at  the  rate 
of  $40  per  canteen  full.  Notwithstanding  the  impossibility  of 
exposing  the  smallest  portion  of  the  body  without  experienc- 
ing that  unpleasant  sensation  produced  by  the  whizzing  of  a 
minie  ball  in  close  proximity  to  the  exposed  part,  there  were 
but  few  casualties  resulting  from  this  during  the  entire  siege. 
There  were  more  wounds  received  from  pieces  of  shells  torn 
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oflf  by  our  rifled  gans  and  their  premature  explosions,  than 
from  any  other  source. 

As  the  infantry  were  far  in  advance  of  the  artillery,  the 
howling  of  these  monster  shells  overhead  was  at  times  terrific. 
At  night  the  scene  was  especially  grand.  The  mortars,  which 
were  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city,  would  then  join  their 
hoarse  roar  to  the  conflict.  These  monster  shells  from  the 
east  would  join  them  in  their  work  of  destruction  in  the  city. 
First  was  seen  a  flash  like  a  distant  flash  of  lightning,  lighting 
up  the  whole  western  horizon;  then  the  bright  light  of  the 
burning  fuse  ascending  at  an  angle  of  45°.  Having  reached 
an  altitude  of  perhaps  a  mile,  it  would  begin  its  descent,  which 
was  announced  by  the  deep  roar  of  the  mortar,  and  followed 
up  by  the  hoarse  howl  of  the  shell  through  the  air.  When 
within  a  hundred  feet  of  the  ground,  the  shell  would  usually 
burst  with  a  bright  flash,  scattering  its  two  hundred  pounds  of 
fragments  in  every  direction  and  making  a  noise  equal  to  the 
discharge  of  a  six-pound  gun.  This  display  of  fireworks,  al- 
though beautiful  to  our  eyes,  could  not  have  been  very  enter- 
taining to  the  besieged.  Our  camp  was  well  protected  from 
the  ingress  of  balls  except  in  one  direction.  There  was  a  bat- 
tery stationed  on  a  hill  above  the  camp  and  when  firing  at  the 
gunners  the  rebel  bullets  dropped  in  our  camp.  There  were 
three  wounded,  one  mortally,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to 
change  camp.  A  very  slight  change  in  its  location  was  nec- 
essary to  render  the  camp  a  safe  one. 

On  the  8th  of  June  Col.  Byam,  who  had  done  but  little  duty 
during  the  entire  campaign,  having  received  a  leave  of  absence, 
again  left  the  regiment.  Had  it  been  his  resignation  all  would 
have  been  satisfied.  As  it  was,  there  was  great  dissatisfaction 
among  the  officers  and  men.  During  the  ten  months  of  service 
he  had  not  been  with  the  regiment  much  above  two  months. 
This  fact,  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  an  indisposi- 
tion overtaking  him  at  the  outset  of  the  battle  of  May  1,  and 
incapacitating  him  for  further  duty  during  the  day,  had  oper- 
ated disastrously  to  his  reputation  in  the  regiment.  This  had 
occasioned  the  worst  of  the  conflicting  accounts  of  his  conduct 
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at  Champion  Hill  to  be  acjcepted  as  true  by  a  great  many. 
His  own  account  of  his  conduct  there  is  certainly  somewhat 
extraordinary.  He  says  he  led  his  men  to  the  battery  swinging- 
his  hat,  and  called  out  to  the  men  to  come  on,  and  that  while 
doing  this  his  hat  was  blown  to  atoms  in  his  hand,  and  that 
he  oflPered  a  reward  of  live  dollars  for  a  piece  as  large  as  his 
hand.  Now  this  is  his  own  account.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  any  one  who  saw  him  in  the  advance  of  the  line  at  any 
time  during  the  day,  much  less  at  that  moment.  Neither  was 
any  one  able  to  discover  the  coveted  piece  of  shattered  felt. 
What  Col.  Byam  might  have  been  had  not  his  health  failed 
him  we  cannot  determine,  but  certain  it  is  that  Vicksburg  after- 
wards fell  without  his  being  present.  If  born  to  command,  he, 
as  a  sick  man,  is  certainly  entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  his 
name  enrolled  among  the  illustrious  successors  of  Esau. 

Remnants  of  our  baggage,  which  had  been  stored  upon 
barges  at  Millikin's  Bend,  began  to  come  up  early  in  June. 
Nearly  all  that  was  valuable  had  been  stolen,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  camp  equipage  lost.  But  the  weather  was  warm,, 
and  all  that  was  required  for  comfort  was  a  shelter  from  the 
sun  and  rain.  The  water  in  ravines  was  easily  obtained  by 
digging  and  was  tolerably  good.  Still,  the  severe  duty  of  one 
day  and  night  in  the  trenches,  together  with  the  duties  out 
every  three  days,  caused  considerable  sickness  among  the  men, 
although  not  of  a  very  fatal  character.  Occasional  rumors  of 
a  heavy  force  under  Johnston  approaching  our  rear  were  cir- 
culated, but  the  worst  he  could  do  would  be  to  assist  the  be- 
leaguered garrison  to  escape  capture,  and  but  few  entertained 
any  uneasiness  on  that  score.  All  became  accustomed  to  their 
daily  routine  of  danger  and  duty,  and  labored  cheerfully  and 
fearlessly  with  a  view  to  its  early,  glorious  c6nsummation. 
Scaling  ladders  were  being  prepared  and  placed  in  the  advance 
pits  by  the  first  of  July,  and  it  became  rumored  about  that  a 
charge  would  be  made  on  the  enemy's  works.  The  prospect  of 
cutting  a  route  through  wire  fences  and  a  line  of  sharpened 
stakes,  leaping  ditches  and  then  mounting  the  works  by  means 
of  a  ladder,  in  the  face  of  a  vigorous  resistance,  was  not  very 
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pleasant,  surely.  Nor  is  it  likely  that  such  was  the  intention 
of  Gen.  Grant,  unless  hardly  pressed  in  the  rear  by  a  superior 
force.  Every  preparation,  however,  which  could  be  employed 
to  secure  success  was  made.  Happily,  however,  hunger  was 
accomplishing  more  than  skill  and  gallantry  could  eflfect. 

Their  long  expected  relief  by  the  forces  under  Johnston  had 
failed  them,  and  the  lean  finger  of  famine  pointed  to  capitula- 
tion or  death  by  starvation.  It  was  not  diflScult  to  determine 
the  nature  and  cause  of  the  flag  of  truce  on  the  3d  inst.  Yet 
we  did  not  anticipate  the  extraordinary  pleasure  of  witnessing 
the  transfer  of  our  glorious  banners  from  our  own  to  the  rebel 
works  on  the  coming  morning  of  our  national  birthday,  as  well 
as  the  imposing  surrender  of  30,000  men,  together  with  the 
immense  munitions  of  war  collected  there  to  resist  our  ap- 
proach. Such,  however,  was  the  case.  Let  those  who  can,  if 
any  such  there  be,  fittingly  represent  in  words  the  spectacle  of 
joy  presented  among  the  bronzed  heroes  of  that  memorable 
campaign.  Three  months  had  elapsed  since  the  inauguration 
of  this  last  successful  campaign  for  the  capture  of  that  rebel 
stronghold,  the  key  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the  bolt  which 
held  firmly  together  the  states  east  and  west  of  its  mighty  flood. 
The  long,  weary  days  of  danger,  toil  and  exposure,  the  bloody 
conflicts  of  Grand  Gulf,  Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson, 
Champion  Hill,  Black  River  Bridge,  Millikin*s  Bend,  and  the 
fearful  charge  of  May  22,  had  not  been  in  vain.  What  won- 
der that  the  heroes  of  these  battles  and  marches  greeted  the 
white  emblems  of  submission  with  mighty  cheers,  as  one  after 
another  they  took  the  places  of  the  rebel  banners  upon  the 
principal  works  of  their  line.  What  wonder  that  tears  of  joy 
should  start  into  eyes  unused  to  weeping,  as  the  loved  old  ban- 
ner of  freedom  supplanted  these !  Who,  of  all  the  mighty  host 
that  witnessed  it,  will  ever  forget  it?  The  soldiers  of  the  two 
armies  forgot  past  animosities  and  mingled  freely  together 
wherever  permitted.  Our  boys  cheerfully  shared  their  rations 
with  their  half -famished  foes.  Many  a  high-born  Southerner 
will  remember  the  zest  with  which  he  partook  of  his  dinner  on 
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that  Fourth  of  July,  although  it  consisted  of  nothing  more 
than  hard  tack,  pork  and  coffee. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  siege  Johnston  had  been  hover- 
ing about  our  rear,  threatening  an  attack  for  the  relief  of  the 
beleaguered  garrison.  His  headquarters  were  at  Jackson,  about 
fifty  miles  eastward,  where  it  was  said  he  had  collected  a  force 
of  30,000  men.  Accordingly  in  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings  on 
the  4th  came  the  order  to  be  prepared  to  march  against  him 
at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  force  under  command  of 
General  Sherman  consisted  of  the  9th,  13th  and  15th  corps. 
Our  corps,  the  13th,  was  now  under  command  of  Grenerpl  E.  O. 
C.  Ord,  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand  having  been  removed  for 
misconduct  during  the  progress  of  the  siege.  The  immediate 
cause  of  his  removal,  it  was  said,  was  the  issuance  of  a  con- 
gratulatory order  to  his  troops  of  the  13th  corps,  without  hav- 
ing submitted  it  for  approval  to  General  Grant,  in  which  he 
arrogated  to  himself  and  command  more  of  the  glory  of  the 
preceding  successes  than  rightfully  belonged  to  him  and  them. 
He  was  undoubtedly  ambitious,  and  perhaps  jealous  of  the 
successful  advancement  of  his  superiors  in  command.  But  he 
was  well-esteemed  by  his  troops,  and  his  removal  was  the 
occasion  of  some  dissatisfaction  among  both  officers  and  men.  • 
Gen.  Ord,  however,  was  accounted  an  able  officer  and  the  dis- 
satisfaction soon  died  away.  The  column  moved  out  in  the 
morning  and  proceeded  by  easy  marches  toward  Jackson,  where 
Johnston  had  collected  his  forces,  and  having  repaired  and 
strengthened  the  defenses,  promised  a  second  siege.  The 
lines  were  closed  in  about  the  defenses  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th.  The  troops,  having  laid  on  their  arms  the  night  before, 
were  ordered  to  advance  in  the  morning  as  near  to  the  ene- 
my's works  as  possible,  without  incurring  any  great  danger 
by  reason  of  their  proximity.  Gen.  Hovey's  division  was 
posted  second  from  the  right  on  the  line,  the  24th  being 
formed  across  the  Jackson  &  Raymond  road. 

The  line  advanced  in  good  order,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  and  halted  within  long  rifle  range  of  their  works.  By 
reason  of  some  terrible  blunder  the  4th  division  on  our  rieht,        j 
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under  command  of  Gen.  Lauman,  immediately  charged  the 
works.  There  was  a  well-constructed  abattis  in  front  of  the 
earthworks  for  several  hundred  yards.  The  attempt  was  mad- 
ness. No  line  of  infantry  could  have  passed  through  it  if 
unopposed,  much  less  could  they  do  it  in  the  face  of  a  terrible 
fire  from  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  the  forts.  About  2,000 
fell  without  having  been  able  to  injure  the  enemy,  who  were 
well  protected,  at  least.  This  tragic  scene  on  the  right  having 
passed  over,  firing  along  the  lines  was  confined  to  an  occa- 
sional duel  between  batteries  and  skirmishers.  In  consequence 
of  the  musket  balls  and  occasional  discharges  of  grape  and 
canister  reaching  camp,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  construct 
earthworks  for  protection.  These  were  completed  on  the 
13th,  but  not  until  two  in  the  regiment  had  been  wounded, 
one  mortally. 

Preparations  were  immediately  begun  for  crossing  the  9th 
corps  over  Pearl  river,  and  thus  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  but 
Johnston  discovering  this,  suddenly  evacuated  on  the  17th  inst. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  our  pickets  seeing  no  enemy 
went  over  into  the  city.  By  6  o'clock  they  had  returned, 
loaded  with  tobacco.  Gen.  Hovey  soon  afterward  riding  up 
the  road  over  which  our  regiment  was  posted,  and  observing 
things  somewhat  lax,  as  he  supposed,  began  in  his  impetuous 
manner  the  delivery  of  sundry  orders  and  rebukes. 

A  broad  grin  was  visible  on  the  countenances  of  all  gathered 
around  him.  Orders  and  rebukes  only  came  faster  and  thicker, 
until  one  of.  our  officers  interrupting  him  informed  him  that 
our  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  had  just  returned  from 
the  city  and  had  found  no  enemy  there.  "Orderly !  Orderly ! 
go  and  inform  Gen.  Ord  that  my  skirmishers  now  occupy  the 
enemy's  rifle  pits.  Be  quick."  Then  there  was  a  rattling  of 
sabres  flashing  in  the  bright  rays  of  the  morning  sunlight, 
and  the  General  and  his  staff  rapidly  disappeared  down  the 
road.  The  information  had  doubtless  given  them  all  an 
excellent  relish  for  breakfast. 

Concluded  in  next  number. 
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A  PIONEER  OF  TERRITORIAL  TIMES. 


Reminiscences  op  Kishkekosh  County. 


BY  B.  p.  GUE. 

James  Hilton,  one  of  the  notable  pioneers  of  southern  Iowa, 
who  is  a  fair  type  of  our  young  men  who  came  west  fifty  year& 
ago,  visited  the  Historical  Rooms  at  the  Capitol  in  April.  He^ 
was  born  in  Columbia  county,  New  York,  in  1816.  In  1824, 
when  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  took  him  to  Newburg  to 
see  the  great  French  patriot  and  nobleman.  General  LaFay- 
ette,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  was  then  making  his  last  visit 
to  the  United  States.  Young  Hilton  was  one  of  the  few  boys 
who  shook  hands  with  that  friend  and  companion  in  arms  with 
Washington,  who  was  loved  and  revered  by  all  Americans. 
When  a  young  man  Hilton  opened  a  drug  store  in  New  York 
City  near  Bond  street.  The  upper  story  of  the  building  was 
occupied  by  George  Catlin,  the  famous  Indian  writer,  traveler 
and  portrait  painter.  In  Catlin's  studio  Mr.  Hilton  often  met 
Black  Hawk  and  other  noted  Indian  chiefs,  who  frequently^ 
visited  this  friend  and  historian  of  their  race.  A  warm  friend- 
ship sprang  up  between  the  young  druggist  and  the  great 
artist,  and  Mr.  Catlin  secured  for  Mr.  Hilton  a  position  in  the 
American  Fur  Company  then  fitting  out  an  expedition  at  St. 
Louis  to  go  to  the  Yellowstone  River.  Mr.  Hilton  started 
west  in  1840  to  join  the  expedition,  but  met  with  so  many 
delays  that  he  reached  St.  Louis  too  late,  it  having  got  off  sev- 
eral weeks  before  his  arrival.  He  had  formed  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  the  new  Territory  of  Iowa,  but  remained  in  Mis- 
souri until  the  treaty  was  concluded  with  Keokuk,  by  which 
the  Indian  claim  to  the  west  part  of  the  Territory  was  relin- 
quished at  Agency  City  in  1842.  Mr.  Hilton  went  up  into  the 
new  purchase  and  took  a  claim  in  May,  1843,  about  six  miles 
south  of  where  Albia  now  stands.  On  this  claim  he  made  his 
first  home  in  Iowa,  and  opened  a  farm  where  he  has  lived  for 
fifty  years.     During  the  first  year  after  he  came  to  lowa^he         t 
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often  met  Keokuk,  Appanoose,  Hardfish  and  other  Indian 
Chiefs. 

In  February,  1843,  the  County  of  "Kishkekosh"  was  estab- 
lished and  named  after  a  chief  of  the  Fox  Indians.  Wareham 
O.  Clark,  in  1844,  laid  out  a  town  two  miles  northwest  of 
where  Albia  is  located,  and  named  it  Clarksville.  Here  the 
first  court  in  the  new  county  was  held. 

James  Hilton,  who  was  quietly  working  on  his  farm,  was 
surprised  one  day  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Charles  Mason, 
one  of  the  Territorial  Judges,  a  copy  of  which  we  here  present: 

Ottumwa,  September  19, 1846. 
Mr,  James  Hilton^ 

Sir: — Enclosed  you  will  receive  an  appointment  as  Clerk  of  Eishkekosh 
-county.  You  are  authorized  to  use  the  eagle  side  of  the  American  half  dol- 
lar as  the  seal  of  your  county,  until  fiirther  arrangements  shall  be  made. 
I  should  have  made  an  appointment  sooner,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  three 
weeks  since  I  first  saw  the  law  organizing  your  county,  and  authorizing 
me  to  make  the  appointment,  It  will  be  wholly  impossible  for  me  to  hold 
court  in  your  county  this  fall.  I  shaU  endeavor  to  find  time  during  the 
spring  to  visit  you  for  that  purpose.  Yours  Truly, 

CHARLES  MASON. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPOINTMENT. 
By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  I  hereby  appoint  James  Hilton, 
-of  the  county  of  Eishkekosh,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  to  hold  his  office 
from  this  date  till  the  end  of  the  first  term  of  the  District  Court  in  and  for 
said  county. 

Dated  this  19th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1845. 

CHARLES  MASON, 
Judge  of  the  1st  Judicial  District j  Iowa  Territory. 

Mr.  Hilton  had  not  been  an  applicant  for  the  place  and  was 
very  much  surprised  when  notified  of  his  appointment,  as  he 
was  not  even  acquainted  with  Judge  Mason. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  a  "one-horse"  lawyer  at  Keokuk 
was  the  only  candidate  working  for  the  appointment,  and  he 
had  secured  the  indorsement  of  a  large  number  of  his  Demo- 
cratic neighbors.  Armed  with  these  documents,  he  called  upon 
Judge  Mason,  presented  his  credentials,  and  urged  his  claims 
most  eloquently.  The  Judge  listened  patielitly  to  the  young 
man,  carefully  read  the  letters  of  indorsement  from  his  kind 
neighbors,  and  remarked  that  he  would  consider  the  matter. 
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After  the  visitor  had  departed  he  inquired  of  a  friend  from  Van 
Buren  county  if  he  knew  of  a  good  man  for  Clerk  over  in  the 
new  county  of  Kishkekosh.  "Why,  yes/'  he  replied;  "there 
is  a  young  farmer,  James  Hilton,  who  will  make  a  good  one/' 
*'Well,"  says  the  Judge,  "I  don't  know  Mr.  Hilton,  but  I  do 
know  this  young  fellow  from  Keokuk,  who  is  the  only  candi- 
date for  the  place — and  I  shall  appoint  Hilton." 

John  Clark,  who  was  the  Sheriflf  of  Kishkekosh  county,  had 
put  up  a  log  cabin  in  the  newly  laid  out  town  of  Clarksville, 
eariy  in  the  spring.  It  had  no  floor,  and  no  door,  but  there 
was  an  opening  on  one  side  for  an  entrance.  In  April,  1846, 
when  Judge  Mason  came  to  open  his  first  term  of  court,  the 
horses  ridden  by  the  Judge  and  lawyers  were  put  in  the  log 
building  for  want  of  a  stable.  In  the  morning  they  were 
taken  out  and  hitched  to  the  trees,  while  the  Sheriff  fixed  up 
a  rude  table  and  some  benches  in  the  cabin  thus  vacated,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  cou,rt.  There  was  but  one  case  on 
the  docket,  and  that  was  soon  disposed  of,  when  the  court 
adjourned. 

Edward  Johnstone,  then  a  young  man  just  entering  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  was  among  the  lawyers  in  attend- 
ance at  this  primitive  court.  He  is  described  by  Mr.  Hilton 
as  a  very  tall,  fine-looking  youth,  "six  feet  four,"  with  long 
white  hair  falling  about  the  brow  of  one  of  the  most  majestic 
heads  ever  seen  in  Iowa.  Several  other  young  lawyers  were 
present  who  in  later  years  became  eminent  in  their  profes- 
sion, and  held  important  oflSces. 

But  alas!  the  first  county  seat,  Clarksville,  was  beaten  in  a 
contest  with  Princeton,  two  miles  away  (now  Albia),  and  soon 
after  disappeared  from  the  map  of  Iowa  as  a  town.  The  first 
court  house  became  a  farm  house,  and  even  the  name  of  the 
county  vanished  forever  a  year  later,  when  the  Legislature 
<;hanged  it  to  Monroe.  "Kishkekosh"  county  and  its  first  seat 
of  government,  "Clarksville,"  exist  now  only  upon  here  and 
there  an  early  map,  or  in  the  memory  of  the  old  pioneers. 

The  original  letter  of  Judge  Mason,  and  the  commission 
sent  to  Mr.  Hilton  fifty  years  ago,  written  with  a  quill  pen 
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on  foolscap,  faded  and  yellow  with  age,  are  now  deposited  in 
the  Historical  Department  at  Des  Moines.  There  is  little 
besides  now  in  existence  to  remind  the  present  and  future 
generations  that  Iowa  once  had  a  county  named  after  the  for- 
gotten Fox  Chieftain,  Kish-ke-kosh. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCHES— NORTHWESTERN  IOWA 


BY   MAJOR   WILLIAM  WILLIAMS. 


[In  the  year  1866,  Major  WiUiam  WiUiams,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Fort 
Dodge,  contributed  to  The  Iowa  North  Westy  a  weekly  paper  published  at 
that  place  by  Hon.  B.  F.  One,  a  series  of  very  interesting  and  valuable  histor- 
ical sketches  which  were  continued  through  several  months.  He  was  a  man 
of  rare  intelligence,  and  had  distinguished  himself  as  the  commander  of  the 
relief  expedition  which  went  to  Spirit  Lake  immediately  after  the  inhuman 
massacre  of  the  settlers  by  the  Sioux  Indians,  in  the  spring  of  1857.  He 
saw  the  first  settlements,  when  that  portion  of  the  frontier  was  still  under 
military  protection,  and  lived  long  enough  to  see  the  country  quite  thickly 
populated.  Wielding  a  ready  pen,  and  having  been  an  active  participant  in 
public  affairs,  his  articles  possess  permanent  interest.  From  the  first  and 
second  we  copy  the  following:] 

Fort  Des  Moines,  situated  at  the  junctiou  of  the  Des  Moines 
and  Raccoon  rivers,  was  established  in  May,  1843,  and  contin- 
ued to  be  the  outpost  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Iowa  until 
the  11th  of  October,  1845,  when  it  was  abandoned.  At  that 
time  the  territory  lying  north,  northeast  and  northwest  of 
Fort  Des  Moines  was  comparatively  an  unexplored  region  of 
country,  the  habitation  of  the  wild  Sioux  Indians,  and  ranges 
for  buflfalo  and  elk.  The  only  exploration  of  the  country 
north  of  the  Raccoon  Forks  (Fort  Des  Moines)  that  was  pre- 
viously attempted,  was  by  Captain  Boone  of  the  U.  S.  Dra- 
goons, who  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  marched  with 
his  company  from  Old  Camp  Des  Moines,  formerly  a  station 
of  the  U.  S.  dragoons,  situated  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
now  called  Montrose. 

In  1848  the  government  surveys  of  the  land  purchased  north 
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of  the  Baccoon  Forks  was  commenced.  Mr.  Marsh,  of  Du- 
buque, set  out  from  that  place  with  his  company  to  run  the 
correction  line  from  a  point  on  the  Mississippi,  near  Dubuque, 
to  the  Missouri  river.  He  progressed  with  his  work  without 
molestation,  until  he  and  his  company  crossed  the  Des  Moines. 
On  the  west  bank  of  the  river  he  was  met  by  a  party  of  Sioux 
Indians,  under  the  lead  of  a  chief  named  **Si-dom-i-na-do-tah," 
who  told  him  that  that  country  belonged  to  them,  and  he 
should  proceed  no  farther,  and  ordered  him  to  "puc-a-chee" 
(be  off  or  clear  out) .  After  they  had  left  him,  on  consultation, 
Mr.  Marsh  concluded  to  proceed.  They  had  not  proceeded  a 
mile  from  the  river,  however,  when  they  were  attacked  at  a 
point  near  the  head  of  a  large  ravine  (south  of  the  south  line 
of  section  No.  30,  T.  89,  R.  28),  by  a  large  force  of  Indians 
who  surrounded  him  and  his  party  and  robbed  them  of  every- 
thing. They  took  off  their  horses,  destroyed  their  wagons 
and  surveying  instruments,  pulled  up  his  stakes,  tore  down 
his  mounds,  and  forced  him  and  his  party  back  across  the 
river,  to  find  their  way  home  as  best  they  could.  This  out- 
rage, with  others  committed  on  families  who  had  ventured  up 
the  Des  Moines,  and  made  claims  north  of  the  Raccoon  forks, 
in  the  fall  of  1849,  caused  the  Government  to  determine  on 
establishing  a  frontier  post,  and  station  troops  to  keep  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  check.  In  1850,  a  portion  of  the  6th  U.  S. 
Infantry  was  stationed  at  Fort  Dodge.  After  the  troops  ar- 
rived emigrants  felt  secure  in  settling  in  this  northern  por- 
tion of  the  State,  and  in  the  years  of  1849  and  1850  several 
families  settled  in  Boone  Forks,  which  is  embraced  in  Web- 
ster county.  Four  or  five  pioneers  came  in  as  early  as  the 
faU  of  1849. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  during  the  session  of 
1850-51,  arranged  and  laid  out  all  the  north,  northwestern 
and  northeastern  territory,  in  Iowa,  into  counties,  and  gave 
them  names  (this  was  done  before  the  treaty  was  ratified  that 
extinguished  the  Indians'  title  to  the  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Des  Moines  river).  In  naming  the  counties  what  is  Webster 
-county  was  named  Yell  county,  and  what  is  Hamilton  county 
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was  named  Risley,  in  honor  of  two  colonels  who  fell  in  the 
Mexican  War. 

.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1852-53,  the  settlers 
then  in  Boone  Forks,  at  the  mouth  of  Boone  river,  the  only 
settlement  then  in  Yell  or  Risley  county,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  central  point  for  themselves,  as  they  discovered 
that  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  counties  ran  through 
their  settlement  numbering  then  about  fifty  persons,  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature,  and  induced  them  to  unite  the  two 
counties.  Yell  and  Risley,  into  one  county,  which  they  named 
Webster  county. 

In  1850,  previous  to  the  organization,  the  valuation  of  proper- 
ty returned  to  Polk  county  was  $40,000.  In  August,  1853,  tho 
population,  independent  of  the  troops  at  the  Fort,  was  about 
150  souls,  all  of  whom  were  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Boone 
Forks,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  miles  south  of  Fort  Dodge* 
They  were  composed  principally  of  emigrants  from  Missouri, 
North  Carolina  and  Indiana^  with  some  three  or  four  from 
New  York.  They  formed  a  republic  of  their  own.  Law  and 
justice  was  administered  in  their  own  way.  Every  one  read 
the  Code  of  Iowa,  and  expounded  the  law  to  suit  himself.  It 
was  not  long  Tintil  a  few  troublesome  characters  came  in  and 
trouble  commenced.  Quarrels  about  claims  and  all  kinds  of 
contentions  arose  amongst  them.  (It  was  the  privilege  of  all 
to  make  claims.  Every  man,  woman  and  child  had  a  claim 
to  sell  to  new  comers. )  Little  was  attended  to  but  quarrels 
and  litigation  with  one  another,  for  the  first  two  or  three 
years.  When  a  law  suit  was  to  be  tried,  all  the  settlers  would 
attend,  and  quite  an  array  of  men  with  their  rifles  in  their 
hands,  and  each  accompanied  by  from  two  to  three  half -starved 
dogs,  were  to  be  seen.  Lawing,  claim-jumping,  trapping  and 
hunting  appeared  to  be  the  height  of  th^ir  ambition.  Rev. 
J.  Johns,  who  settled  among  them,  preached  and  expounded 
the  Scriptures  for  them,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  when  he  was- 
not  too  busily  engaged  in  hunting  elk  and  deer — or  bee- 
hunting — or  trapping. 

The  site  of  Fort  Dodge  was  first  selected  for  a  military  post 
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by  Brevet  General  Mason,  then  Colonel  of  the  6th  Regiment  of 
U.  S.  Infantry.  The  object  in  establishing  the  post  was  to 
keep  in  check  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  it  was  placed  at  the 
extreme  western  part  of  what  was  called  the  neutral  ground 
between  the  Sioux  and  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  In  the  spring 
of  1850,  Major  Samuel  Woods  was  ordered  on  with  a  portion 
of  the  6th  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  established  the  post  which  wa& 
named  Fort  Clark.  The  officers  of  the  detachment,  under 
Major  Woods,  were  Brevet  Major  Lewis  A.  Olmstead,*  acting 
Commissary,  Lt.  L.  S.  Corley,  Lt.  Stubbs,  and  Surgeon  Dr. 
Chas.  Keeney.  But  it  was  found  that  another  detachment 
from  the  same  regiment  had  established  another  post  on  the^ 
frontier  west,  which  they  also  named  Fort  Clark.  To  prevent 
confusion  in  mail  matters  and  in  forwarding  supplies,  the  name 
was  changed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  Fort 
Clark  to  Fort  Dodge,  in  honor  of  Senator  Dodge  of  Wisconsin. 
After  establishing  Fort  Dodge,  some  time  was  spent  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1851  in  reconnoitering  and  examining 
the  country,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  location  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  determine  on  the  best  route  for  roads  as  well 
as  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  streams  and  the  country  generally. 
We  found  many  remains  of  ancient  fortifications  and  mounds, 
which  had  evidently,  from  their  location  and  construction,  been 
(at  some  very  remote  period)  raised  for  defense  and  positions 
of  observation,  giving  evidence  that  this  northern  country  was 
inhabited  by  a  race  of  people  long  before  the  present  race  of 
Indians  inhabited  it.  On  viewing  the  location  and  tracing  the 
lines  we  found  them  arranged  with  some  judgment.  Others 
evidently  were  burial  places.  On  directing  the  attention  of 
the  Indians  to  them,  we  were  unable  to  find  any  among  the 
oldest  Sioux  who  had  any  knowledge  of  them  either  by  tradi- 
tion or  otherwise;  they  all  asserted  that  they  were  here  when 
their  people  first  came  into  the  country.  The  most  distinct  of 
these  ancient  works  will  be  found  in  the  forks  of  Boone,  on 

♦Major  Olmstead  served  through  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  one  of  the 
"forlorn  hope"  that  made  the  assault  upon  the  stronghold  of  Chapoltapec. 
He  was  afterwards  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Rebel  army,  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
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and  in  the  neighborhood  of  L.  Mericle's  place,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Des  Moines,  near  where  Mr.  Beam  lives,  also  on 
Indian  creek,  about  twelve  ipiles  north  of  Fort  Dodge,  on 
Lizard  rivers,  and  at  Fort  Dodge.  Some  of  the  mounds  at 
Fort  Dodge  have  been  removed,  and  in  digging  into  them  they 
were  found  to  contain  the  remains  of  human  beings;  such  as 
parts  of  skulls,  teeth,  thigh  bones,  etc.,  and  along  with  them 
pieces  of  burnt  or  charred  wood  and  coals.  From  their  loca- 
tion on  high  and  dry  ground,  covered  with  sand  and  gravel, 
together  with  the  appearance  of  the  bones,  their  color,  etc., 
physicians  and  all  who  examined  them  were  of  opinion  that  a 
great  length  of  time  had  elapsed  since  they  had  been  depos- 
ited there,  perhaps  two  hundred  years  or  more;  the  ancient 
mound  builders  were  in  the  habit  of  burning  their  dead, 
which  is  not  the  custom  of  any  of  the  Indians  of  whom  we 
have  any  knowledge. 

In  the  fall  of  1851,  the  Fort  being  established,  roads  laid 
out,  and  streams  bridged  on  the  east  side  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  to  enable  the  wagon  trains  to  pass  and  repass  to  Keokuk, 
where  all  supplies  for  the  Fort  were  delivered  from  St.  Louis, 
suitable  stopping  places  were  much  wanted,  as  the  escorts  and 
teamsters  had  to  encamp.  Major  Woods,  Major  Armistead, 
Wm.  Williams,  and  Barlow  Granger,  of  Des  Moines,  in  com- 
pany, determined  upon  laying  out  a  town  and  building  a  com- 
pany hotel  in  the  forks  of  Boone  river,  and  for  that  purpose 
took  in  D.  B.  Spaulding,  and  enclosed  his  claim,  eighty  acres, 
in  the  town  plat.  Mr.  Spaulding  was  to  keep  the  hotel  when 
finished.  We  went  on  and  surveyed  and  laid  out  the  town, 
which  looked  exceedingly  well  on  paper,  and  named  it  Dako- 
tah.  This  raised  a  great  commotion  among  the  natives. 
Claim-jumping  commenced  at  once,  and  high  prices  for  claims 
were  demanded.  Mr.  Spaulding  sold  out  his  interest  to  Wm. 
Pierce.  We  had  all  made  claims  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
town  site,  and  each  of  the  company  commenced  improvements, 
and  after  expending  from  $75  to  $150  each  in  cash,  some  of 
the  very  men  employed  jumped  our  claims.  Rather  than  be 
mixed  up  with  such  a  crowd,  we  abandoned  our  projects  and 
left  them  in  their  glory. 
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EDITORIAL     DEPARTMENT. 


THE  CHAIN  OF  TITLE  TO  IOWA. 


In  these  times  of  careful  business  methods  every  prudent 
man  who  purchases  a  piece  of  real  estate  requires  of  the  ^antor 
an  "abstract  of  title."  These  abstracts  carry  titles  back  from 
one  to  another  to  the  patent  issued  to  the  pioneer  owner  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  In  rare  instances  even 
the  validity  of  a  patent  has  been  questioned,  and  in  such  cases 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington  determines  whether  the 
Government  itself  had  the  right  at  the  time  to  convey  title. 
It  has  sometimes  happened  that  the  General  Government  has 
never  owned  some  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  "situate, 
lying  and  being"  within  its  own  domains — by  reason  of  its 
having  been  granted  or  sold  by  some  former  jurisdiction 
which  had  owned  it;  or,  possibly,  it  may  have  been  previously 
■conveyed  by  the  Government  itself.  Such  instances  have 
been  fruitful  of  litigation,  as  well  as  laying  the  foundation 
for  interesting  and  complicated  historical  disputes. 

In  like  manner,  every  State  and  Territory  has  a  chain  of 
title  running  back  to  the  days  of  Columbus  or  the  Cabots. 
These  chains  of  title,  not  only  to  the  general  reader,  but  even 
to  the  precise  and  accomplished  scholar,  are  often  exceedingly 
<!omplex  and  difficult  to  find  and  follow.  We  partially  ex- 
plained this  proposition,  or  rather  made  it  a  subject  of  reason- 
able inference,  in  an  article  in  our  first  number,  upon  the 
^'Historical-Geographical  Atlas,"  which  has  been  compiled 
after  years  of  most  careful  and  patient  research,  by  Captain 
Frank  E.  Landers,  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this 
State.  From  the  original  manuscript  of  the  work,  we  are 
privileged  to  present  to  our  readers  the  following  abstract  of 
the  titles  to  the  region  now  included  within  the  boundaries  of 
Iowa.    We  leave  out  all  questions  connected  with  the  Indians, 
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presenting  only  such  historical  facts  and  dates  as  are  recorded 
here  and  there  in  books,  official  documents,  or  patents  granted 
to  civilized  adventurers  or  discoverers.  As  soon  as  it  began 
to  be  dreamed  or  known  in  the  Old  World  that  there  was  "a 
land  beyond  the  sea"  inhabited  by  savages,  the  greed  of  gold, 
the  lust  of  power,  and  the  desire  to  spread  the  gospel,  or  a 
powerful  combination  of  these  impulses,  led  various  potentates 
to  take  steps  to  secure  a  lion's  share  of  these  rich  possessions. 
The  first  one  to  act  was  Pope  Alexander  VI.  We  gather  the 
following  data  from  the  maps  of  Captain  Landers. 

GRANT  TO  THE  KING  AND  QUEEN  OF  SPAIN. 

1493.  Pope  Alexander  YI  granted  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella^  King  and 
Queen  of  Aragon  and  Castile — Spain — all  the  continents  inhabited  by  infi- 
dels, which  they  had  discovered,  extending  the  assignment  to  their  heirs^ 
and  successors,  the  kings  of  Castile  and  Leon.  The  boundary  between  the 
grants  to  Spain  and  Portugal  was  fixed  on  a  line  drawn  from  pole  to  pole, 
one  hundred  leagues  west  of  the  Azores.  All  countries  east  of  that  merid- 
ian not  actually  possessed  by  any  Christian  prince  were  to  belong  to  Por- 
tugal; all  to  the  west,  to  Spain.  Owing  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  Portugal^ 
as  to  the  boundary  fixed  in  the  grant  to  that  country  and  Spain,  a  commis- 
sion was  appointed,  which,  on  July  2,  1493,  agreed  on  a  line  two  hundred 
and  seventy  leagues  farther  west.  In  the  first  assignment  Portugal  only  se- 
cured the  title  to  what  was  found  to  be  a  vast  ex  pause  of  ocean,  and  the  change 
of  meridian  was  made  in  the  belief  that  she  would  thereby  acquire  some  por- 
tion of  terra  Jirma.  But  in  this  she  was  also  doomed  to  disappointment. 
THE  CABOT  PATENTS. 

1496.  Henry  VII,  King  of  England,  granted  to  John  Cabot  and  his  sons, 
Lewis,  Sebastion  and  Sancius,  a  patent  of  discovery,  possession  and  trade. 
This  was  to  include  all  lands  they  might  discover,  of  which  they  were  to 
take  possession  in  the  name  of  the  English  Crown.  England  laid  claim  in 
1498  to  all  of  North  America,  through  the  discoveries  of  the  Cabots. 
THE  PLYMOUTH  COMPANY'S  CHARTER. 

1620.  James  I,  Ki  ng  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  granted  to  the 
Council  at  Plymouth,  England,  all  that  part  of  America  lying  between  the 
fortieth  and  forty-eighth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  extending  from 
"Sea  to  Sea."  This  grant  included  within  its  limits  the  whole  of  Iowa,  and 
challenged  any  rights  Spain  may  have  received  from  the  Pope. 

THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  COMPANY'S  CHARTER. 

1628.  The  "Council  established  at  Plymouth,"  England,  granted  to  Sir 
Henry  Roswell  and  others,  all  that  part  of  New  England  in  America,  extend- 
ing along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  three  miles  north  of  the  Merrimac  to 
three  miles  south  of  the  Charles  river,  and  westward  between  the  latitude 
of  42°,  2'  and  a  point  three  miles  north  of  the  most  southerly  bend  of  the 
Merrimac,  to  the  South  Sea.     This  grant  gave  to  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
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pany  that  part  of  Iowa  lying  between  parallels  passing  through  the  north 
edge  of  Clinton  county  and  the  south  part  of  Clayton  county.  Charles  I, 
King  of  England,  granted,  March  4, 1629,  to  Sir  Henry  Roe  well  and  twenty 
others,  a  charter  similar  to  that  of  1628,  with  the  exception,  that  no  part  of 
the  lands  therein  granted  were,  on  the  8d  day  of  November,  1620,  inhabited 
by  any  other  Christian  prince  or  within  the  limits  of  the  Southern  Colony 
of  Virginia.  The  adsociates  were  made  "one  body  corporate  and  politic  in 
fact  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  in  New  England.'' 

THE  WARWICK  GRANT. 

1630.  The  Council  at  Plymouth  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  a  tract 
of  country  south  of  Massachusetts.  The  Earl  on  the  19th  day  of  March, 
1631,  transferred  the  grant  to  Lords  Say  &  Sele,  Brooke  and  others.  The 
country  was  defined  in  the  transfer  as  lying  south  of  Massachusetts,  and  west 
of  Narragansett  river,  extending  westward  120  miles  along  the  coast,  and 
thence  west  to  the  Pacific.  The  Warwick  grant  embraced  that  part  of  Iowa 
lying  between  latitude 41"  and  42"*,  2',  parallels  passing  through  near  the 
center  of  Henry  county  and  the  north  edge  of  Clinton  county. 
THE  PLYMOUTH  COMPANY'S  CHARTER. 

1635.  The  charter  of  the  Plymouth  Company  was  surrendered  to  the 
Crown  of  England,  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  the  respective  rights  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Company.  The  grant  was  divided  into  twelve  parts, 
and  distributed  by  lot.  No  territory  was  partitioned  lying  west  of  forty 
miles  west  of  the  Hudson.  The  Province  of  Virginia,  on  the  surrender  of 
the  Charter  of  the  Plymouth  Company,  extended  its  jurisdiction  to  the 
forty-first  parallel,  the  south  line  of  the  Warwick  grant.  The  territory  of 
Iowa  was  then  claimed  by  Virginia,  the  assignees  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  Massachusetts,  to  the  north  line  of  Massachusetts,  and  from  thence 
north  by  the  Crown  of  England. 

THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  COMPANY. 

1652.     The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  extended  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  province  to  three  miles  north  of  the  head  of  the  Merrimac — lat- 
itude 43",  43',  12" — and  west  to  the  Pacific.     This  extension  of  boundary 
placed  all  of  northern  Iowa  under  the  claim  of  Massachusetts. 
THE  CONNECTICUT  CHARTER. 

1662.  Charles  II,  King  of  England,  Scotland  and  France,  granted  a  char- 
ter to  John  Winthrop  and  other  associates,  to  the  country  included  in  the 
Warwick  grant  of  1639,  the  colonists  having  purchased  the  rights  of  the 
patentees  in  1644. 

THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  COMPANY. 

1677.  The  Crown  of  England  ordered  that  the  northern  bounds  of  Mas- 
sachusetts be  restored  to  within  three  miles  of  the  Merrimac,  thereby  leav- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  the  north  part  of  Iowa,  subject  to  the  direct  con- 
trol of  the  King,  as  it  was  previous  to  1652.  The  colony,  however,  still 
claimed  to  the  northern  limits. 

LA  SALLE'S  PATENT. 

1678.  Louis  XIV,  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  granted  a  patent  to  Rob- 
ert de  la  Salle,  permitting  him  to  endeavor  to  discover  the  western  part  of 
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New  France.  April  9, 1682,  La  Salle,  having  descended  the  Mississippi  and 
•explored  the  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  westward,  took  formal  pos> 
session  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France,  "from  the  month 
of  the  Ohio;  also  along  the  Mississippi  and  the  rivers  discharging  them- 
-selves  thereinto  from  its  source  beyond  the  country  of  the  Nadouessioux  as 
iar  as  its  mouth  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico/' 

THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  COMPANY'S  CHARTER. 

1684.    The  Court  of  Chancery  of  Westminster,  England,  decreed  that  the 
patent  of  Massachusetts  should  be  brought  into  court  and  cancelled. 
THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  COMPANY'S  CHARTER. 

1691.     William  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of  England,  granted  a  charter 

uniting  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts,  New  Plymouth  and  others  under  the 

name  of  '^Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England."  This  charter  in- 

•cluded  the  same  territory  in  Iowa  as  did  that  of  the  charters  of  1628  and  1629. 

CROZAT'S  PATENT. 

1712.  Louis  XIV,  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  granted  a  patent  to  An- 
thony Crozat,  for  fifteen  years,  with  the  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  in  the 
country  between  Carolina  and  New  Mexico.  The  country  was  to  retain  the 
name  of  Louisiana  and  be  annexed  as  a  dependent  of  New  France.  The 
laws  of  France  were  extended  to  the  province. 

THE  WESTERN  COMPANY'S  PATENT. 

1717.  Crozat  surrendered  his  patent  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  King 
Louis  XV  granted  to  the  Western  Company,  for  twenty-five  years,  the  ex- 
•clusive  commerce  of  Louisiana,  and  the  right  of  beaver  trade  with  New 
France.  The  charter  gave  rights  of  civil  and  military  jurisdiction.  It  was 
'Surrendered  to  the  Crown  in  1730. 

THE  ACT  OF  FONTAINBLEAU. 

1762.  A  preliminary  treaty  was  signed  between  England,  France  and 
Spain,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  boundary  between  the  provinces  of 
England  and  France  should  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  line  drawn  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  its  source  to  the  Itferville,etc.  Louis  XV, 
King  of  France,  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain.  The  province  was  formally 
taken  possession  of  August  18, 1769.  By  this  treaty  the  territory  comprised 
in  the  bounds  of  the  State  of  Iowa  was  definitely  placed  in  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  rights  of  the  English  claimants  terminated. 

THE  TREATY  OF  PARIS. 

1763.  A  definite  treaty  was  signed  between  England,  France  and  Spain, 
confirming  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of  England  and  France 
as  agreed  upon  by  the  Act  of  FontainbUan,  of  1762. 

THE  TREATY  OF  ILDEFONSO. 

1800.  A  secret  agreement  was  entered  into  by  which  the  King  of  Spain 
"was  to  re-cede  the  Province  of  Louisiana  to  France,  upon  a  fulfillment  of 
certain  considerations  to  be  performed  by  the  French  Republic. 

The  agreement  of  the  Treaty  of  Madrid,  made  the  following  year,  pro- 
vided that  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana  as  provided  in  the  Treaty  of  Ilde- 
f  onso  should  be  carried  out. 
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THE  TREATY  OF  PARIS. 

1803.  France  ceded  the  Proyince  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  The* 
treaty  was  ratified  and  proclaimed  October  1,  1808.  The  Province  com- 
prised ail  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  north  and  east  of  the  Spanish  pos- 
sessions, with  the  Island  of  Orleans. 

DISTRICT  OF  LOUISIANA. 

1804.  That  part  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana  south  of  the  thirty-third 
parallel  was  detached  to  form  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  act  of  Congress, 
and  the  residue  named  "District  of  Louisiana,"  and  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Goyernor  and  Judges  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

TERRITORY  OF  LOUISIANA. 

1805.  A  territorial  government  was  established  by  Congress  in  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Louisiana,  and  the  name  changed  to  "Territory  of  Louisiana." 

TERRITORY  OF  MISSOURI. 

1812.     The  government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  was  re-organized 
and  the  name  changed  to  "Territory  of  Missouri." 
TERRITORY  OF  MISSOURI. 

1821.  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a  State,  and  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  territory,  that  part  north  and  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  left  with- 
out any  form  of  government. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

1834.  The  boundaries  of  Michigan  Territory  were  extended  by  act  of 
Congress  westward  to  the  Missouri  river.  This  act  again  placed  Iowa  among 
the  governments  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Michigan  Territory  extend- 
ed from  Lake  Huron  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  from  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri  north  to  the  British  possessions. 
WISCONSIN  TERRITORY. 

1836.     Michigan  Territory  was  divided  by  act  of  Congress  April  20, 1886,. 
and  the  western  part  established  as  "Wisconsin  Territory." 
IOWA  TERRITORY. 

1838.  Wisconsin  Territory  was  divided  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  12, 
1838,  and  the  western  part  given  a  territorial  government  and  named  "Iowa 
Territory."  This  Territory  embraced  the  territory  of  the  present  State  of 
Iowa,  North  and  South  Dakota  east  of  the  Missouri  and  White  Earth  riv- 
ers, and  Minnesota  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  a  line  drawn  from  its 
source  to  the  British  possessions. 

STATE  OF  IOWA. 

1834.  Application  was  made  to  Congress  Feb.  12, 1844,  for  admission  of 
Iowa  as  a  State.  On  the  first  day  of  November  of  that  year  a  Constitution 
was  adopted  by  a  Territorial  Convention.  An  act  of  admission  was  passed 
by  Congress  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1845.  but  at  the  election  held  on  the 
4th  of  August  following  the  people  rejected  it.  The  reason  for  this  action 
is  given  below.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1846,  another  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed by  a  second  convention,  called  for  that  purpose.  The  Constitution 
proved  acceptable  to  the  people  and  was  adopted  at  an  election  held  Aug. 
3,  of  the  same  year.  On  the  following  day,  Aug.  4, 1846,  Congress  passed 
an  act  repealing  the  law  of  March  8, 1845,  and  accepting  the  boundaries  of 
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the  State  as  defined  in  this  last  constitution  and  as  they  exist  to-day.  On 
the  28th  day  of  December,  1846,  Congress  passed  an  act  admitting  Iowa  as 
a  State  in  the  Union.  The  boundaries  were  set  forth  in  the  act  as  follows: 
"Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
at  a  point  due  east  of  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Des  Moines  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said 
Des  Moines  river  to  a  point  on  said  river  where  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Missouri — as  established  by  the  Constitution  of  that  State, 
adopted  June  12, 1820 — crosses  the  said  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
said  Des  Moines  river;  thence  westerly  along  the  said  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  established  at  the  time  aforesaid,  until  an 
extension  of  said  line  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mis* 
souri  river;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Missouri 
river  to  a  point  opposite  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Big  Sioux 
river,  according  to  Nicollett*s  map;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 
nel of  the  Big  Sioux  river,  according  to  the  said  map,  until  it  is  intersected 
by  the  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  north  latitude; 
thence  east  along  said  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes, 
until  said  parallel  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

Reference  is  made  above  to  the  fact  that  the  first  constitu- 
tion and  act  of  admission  of  Iowa  Territory  as  a  State  were 
rejected  by  the  people.  How  and  why  this  was  done,  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs  fully  disclose.  They  are  copied  from  an 
address  by  Hon.  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  before  the  Iowa  Associ- 
ation of  Pioneer  Law  Makers,  February  10,  1892.  These 
sentences  are  especially  valuable,  also,  on  account  of  the  de- 
served tribute  which  they  contain  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Lieutenant  Governor  Enoch  W.  Eastman: 

It  may  not  be,  and  doubtless  is  not,  known  to  the  majority  even  of  the 
Pioneer  Law  Makers'  Association  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Iowa  are 
indebted  more  to  Enoch  W.  Eastman  for  her  present  boundaries  than  to 
any  other  man,  living  or  dead.  When  the  constitution  of  1844,  prescrib- 
ing substantially  the  same  boundaries  as  now,  was  adopted  by  the  Conven- 
tion and  sent  to  Congress  for  ratification  before  being  submitted  to  the 
people  for  their  approval,  Congress  struck  out  the  boundary  and  in  lieu  of 
that  adopted  by  the  Convention,  and  since  established,  provided  that  the 
western  boundary  should  be  a  line  drawn  from  near  the  intersection  of  the 
Little  Blue  Earth  river  with  the  Minnesota  river  south,  pasering  about  thirty 
[really  forty]  miles  west  of  the  Raccoon  Forks,  or  the  present  city  of  Des 
Moines,  to  the  Missouri  line,  thus  cutting  us  off  from  the  western  half  of 
the  State,  known  in  later  years  as  the  "Missouri  Slope,"  and  directed  that 
the  boundaries  as  prescribed  be  submitted  to  the  people. 

All  the  office-holders  and  office-seekers  were  anxious  for  the  adoption  of 
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the  constitutioD  to  the  end  that  they  might  secure  the  preferment  they  de- 
sired. Mr.  Eastman,  then  a  young  lawyer  recently  arrived  at  Burlington 
from  Mew  Hampshire,  where  he  was  born  in  1810,  united  with  the  late  Cap- 
tain Mills,  who  lost  his  life  during  the  Mexican  war,  and  also  a  prominent 
attorney  of  the  same  place,  to  defe/it  the  measure  before  the  people.  They 
undertook  to  stump  the  Territory,  but  finding  the  job  too  large  a  one,  they 
inyited  myself  to  relieve  them  in  the  Second  Judicial  District  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, which  I  did,  taking  as  a  text  of  my  discourse  before  the  people  the 
famous  distich  of  Bishop  Berkley,  '*  West  ward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its 
way,'*  and  from  that  I  proceeded  to  urge  the  people  to  insist  that  inasmuch 
as  emigration  followed  the  parallel  lines  of  latitude,  we  should  insist  upon 
our  State  extending  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  that  the  only  way  to  accom- 
plish this  would  be  the  rejection  of  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  Congress. 
Our  efforts  in  the  First  and  Second  Districts  were  successful  and  the  Con- 
stitution [of  1844]  was  defeated  by  some  400  votes,  and  but  for  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Eastman  in  organizing  that  effort  and  combination  against  its  adop- 
tion, the  Congressional  boundaries  would  have  been  imposed  upon  our  peo- 
ple and  there  would  now  be  two  states  where  there  is  but  one — Iowa. 

The  setting  forth  of  the  boundary  of  the  proposed  State,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Parvin,  seems  to  be  a  little  indefinite,  and  not 
to  include  all  the  territory  which  the  people  asked  for  in  the 
(^Constitution  of  1844.  The  Constitution  included  all  that  part 
of  the  present  State  of  Minnesota  south  and  east  from  a  line 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sioux  or  Calumet  river  to  the 
southerly  bend  of  the  St.  Peters — now  the  Minnesota — river, 
and  thence  by  that  river  to  the  Mississippi,  and  excluded  that 
part  of  the  present  State  of  Iowa  northwest  of  the  Sioux  river. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  1845  provided  as  the  boundary  a  par- 
allel passing  through  the  mouth  of  the  Mankato  or  White 
Earth  river,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  meridian  of  17°  30' 
west  from  Washington,  and  thence  due  south  to  the  bounda- 
ry  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IOWA  GEO- 
LOGICAL SURVEY. 


The  first  official  report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Iowa,  fcr 
which  the  last  General  Assembly  made  provision,  has  just  left 
the  hands  of  the  printer  and  is  now  ready  for  distribution. 
Two  attempts  have  been  made  already  to  investigate  the  mate- 
rial resources  of  Iowa;  one  in  the  fifties  and  the  other  more 
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than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Unfortunately  for  the  State 
both  were  cut  off  before  they  had  fairly  begun  work.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  third  attempt  will  be  more  successful  and 
that  the  work  be  permitted  to  continue  to  its  finish — work 
that  should  have  been  done  a  score  of  years  ago.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Geological  Survey  to  make  a  complete  examin- 
ation, as  the  law  specifies,  "Of  the  natural  resources  of  the 
State  in  all  their  economic  and  scientific  aspects;  including  the 
determination  of  the  order,  arrangement,  dip  and  comparative 
magnitude  of  the  various  formations;  the  discovery  and  exam- 
ination of  all  useful  deposits,  their  richness  in  mineral  con- 
tents, and  their  fossils;  and  the  investigation  of  the  position, 
formation  and  arrangement  of  the  many  different  ores,  coals, 
clays,  building-stones,  glass-sands,  marls,  peats,  mineral  oils, 
natural  gas,  mineral  and  artesian  waters,  and  such  other  min- 
eral materials  as  may  be  useful,  with  particular  regard  to  the 
value  of  these  substances  for  commercial  purposes  and  their 
accessibilities;  also  the  careful  noting  of  the  characters  of  the 
various  soils,  and  their  capacities  for  agricultural  purposes ;  the 
growth  of  timber,  and  other  scientific  or  natural  history  mat- 
ters that  may  be  of  practical  importance  and  interest." 

Although  the  organization  of  the  Survey  was  not  effected 
until  late  in  July,  1892,  when  the  field  season  was  fully  two- 
thirds  over,  considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  year  that  could  be  devoted  to  out-door 
work.  Of  course  all  subjects  cannot  be  taken  up  at  once. 
Among  the  special  and  important  lines  of  inquiry  that  are 
already  being  worked  out  are  the  coals,  clays,  building-stones, 
and  cement  rocks.  The  artesian  and  mineral  waters  will  be 
reported  upon  soon.  The  soils  of  the  State  will  receive  full 
consideration;  their  properties  and  capacities  are  now  being 
studied  by  the  most  advanced  methods  known  to  agricultural 
geologists  and  chemists.  Particular  attention  will  also  be  paid 
to  ores  of  zinc,  iron  and  other  minerals.  As  stated  by  one  of 
our  State's  most  eminent  engineers:  "One  noteworthy  feature 
of  the  present  Survey  is  the  number  of  competent  investigators 
who  are  giving  their  service  without  pay.     It  is  expected  that 
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there  will  be  at  least  one  such  local  assistant  in  each  county, 
so  that  no  geological  facts  of  scientific  or  economic  interest  will 
fail  to  be  recorded.  The  gratuitous  service  that  the  State  will 
receive,  if  the  work  is  completed  according  to  present  plans, 
will  amount  to  many  thousands  of  dullftrs  aimuFill)'.  All  that 
is  needed  is  time  and  moderate  annual  approprialions  to  make 
for  Iowa  one  of  the  most  conjplete,  most  valuabks  tuid  at  tlie 
flume  time  least  expensive  of  alt  the  geoloy^ical  survey ii  thus 
far  undertaken  by  any  of  the  States," 

■  The  First  Annual  Report  is  a  large  royal  octavo  volume  of 
Alxiut  400  pages,  ^with  a  colored  genlngicnl  nmj>  and  sl^c- 
tion  of  the  State,  and  a  dozen  or  more  of  full -page  engrav- 
ings^ besides  a  number  of  cuts  and  eections* 

III  addition  to  the  administrativr  reports  uf  Profeasar  Sam- 
uel Ctdvin,  State  Geoiogistj  and  Dr.  Oharlei^  K-  K*^yos»  Assist- 
imt State  Geologist,  there  are  a  iiumlier  of  pa]H.'rs  in  which  spe- 
cial topics  are  discussed.  The  first  is  a  succinct  act'uunt,  or 
utimmnry,  of  the  C-reological  Form  at  ion  w  (tf  Iowa,  by  Dr. 
Keyea.  It  embraces  140  pagefl  and  is  illustrated  l>y  a  number 
of  plates  showing  some  of  the  more  typii;»[  mvk  oiUvrops, 
Thf*  followtugis  the  elassifieatiun  of  the  gee i log! ml  f()rniation}4 
which  occur  in  the  State  i 
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Among  the  more  important  geological  features  described 
are  a  number  which  exhibit  the  lines  of  separation  between  the 
several  different  geological  formations.  One  of  the  most 
marked  is  in  soatheastern  Iowa,  where  the  hard  Burlington 
limestone  forms  overhanging  cliffs  above  the  soft  Einderhook 
shales.  Wherever  the  small  streams  cross  this  line,  rapids  and 
water-falls  are  formed.  One  of  the  latter  near  Burlington  is 
called  the  "Cascade."  ,  It  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  plate. 

Professor  Samuel  Calvin  has  a  "Preliminary  Report  on  the 
Cretaceous  Deposits  of  Woodbury  and  Plymouth  Counties, 
with  Observations  on  their  Economic  Uses,"  in  which  are 
described  valuable  deposits  for  the  manufacture  of  Portland 
cement  and  materials  for  various  kinds  of  clay  goods.  Inci- 
dental references  are  made  to  certain  deposits  of  lignite,  or 
brown  coal,  which  are  now  being  investigated  farther. 

Professor  S.  W.  Beyer  gives  a  scientific  account  of  "Some 
Lava  Flows,'*  which  occurred  long  ago  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State.  This  old  volcanic  eruption  will  be  reported 
upon  farther  in  due  time.  In  "The  Distribution  and  Relation 
of  the  St.  Louis  Limestone  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,"  Mr.  H. 
F.  Bain  gives  some  very  important  conclasions  in  regard  to 
the  mining  of  coal  along  the  east  margin  of  the  Iowa  coal 
field.  If  the  suggestions  offered  are  duly  considered  in  the 
prospecting  for  coal  in  that  part  of  the  State,  it  will  doubtless 
save  the  citizens  of  Mahaska  and  neighboring  counties  many 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year. 

"An  Annotated  Catalogue  of  Minerals,"  by  Dr.  C.  R.  Keyes, 
gives  brief  notes  on  all  the  minerals,  whether  of  economic 
importance  or  not,  which  are  known  at  present  to  occur  within 
the  limits  of  the  State.  It  was  prepared  in  response  to  a  large 
number  of  inquiries  from  all  parts  of  Iowa  in  regard  to  the 
occurrence  and  location  of  the  various  kinds  of  minerals. 

Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Houser  describes  the  localities,  value,  accessi- 
bility and  the  properties  of  the  lime-burning  dolomites  and 
building-stones  of  certain  parts  of  northwestern  Iowa.  It 
forms  a  preliminary  account  of  a  more  extensive  report  on  the 
subject  to  appear  soon.     The  concluding  article  of  the  report 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BDITOBIAL  DEPABTMBNT.  147 

is  a  "Biblic^aphy  of  Iowa  Geology,"  by  Dr.  Charles  R. 
Keyes.  It  embraces  over  200  pages,  and  is  practically  a  dic- 
tionary catalogue  of  all  references  pertaining  to  Iowa  geol- 
ogy.    It  includes: 

1.  An  author's  list,  in  which  is  given  the  full  title,  volume, 
pages  and  illustrations  of  the  book  or  serial  in  which  each 
article  appeared,  place  of  publication  and  date.  Each  entry  is 
followed  by  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  contents  of  the  work. 

2.  A  title  index  in  which  the  name  of  each  article  appears 
under  each  of  its  leading  words.  Then  comes  the  name  of  the 
author  and  an  abbreviated  reference  to  its  place  of  appearance. 

3.  Subject  entries  and  cross  references.  These  embrace 
under  each  topic  all  references  to  any  particular  subject,  as  to 
county  geology,  geological  formations,  zoological  groups, 
special  subjects,  etc. ;  also,  those  writings  referring  to  Iowa  in 
general  The  names  of  authors  and  abbreviated  references  to 
place  and  time  of  publication  are  given  in  all  cases.  When- 
ever additional  information  is  wanted  reference  can  be  made 
readily  to  the  name  of  the  author.  For  convenience  the 
whole  is  arranged  alphabetically. 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  features  connected  with  the  bib- 
liographical index  is  the  fact  that  the  literature  is  so  widely 
scattered  and  now  largely  inaccessible  to  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  last  of  the  two  earlier  geological  reports  was 
issued  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  They  were  rather 
sparingly  distributed,  and  during  the  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  their  publication  most  of  the  copies  have  been  lost,  de- 
stroyed or  passed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  State.  In  the 
meantime  the  population  has  largely  increased,  so  that  if  the 
reports  were  all  at  hand  the  supply  would  be  inadequate.  A 
goodly  number  of  references  have  appeared  in  the  publications 
of  leading  societies  and  have  had  a  limited  distribution,  a  large 
share  of  which  have  been  foreign.  Many  of  the  papers  referring 
to  the  geological  phenomena  as  presented  in  Iowa  are  found  in 
the  reports  of  other  states;  still  others  are  scattered  far  and  wide 
through  various  journals  and  serials  both  in  English  and  for- 
eign languages;  besides  there  are  many  short  articles  and 
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more  or  less  lengthy  allusions  included  in  the  long  list  of 
publications  printed  by  the  Federal  Government.  A  large 
majority  of  these  descriptions  are  unknown  to  the  people  of 
the  State,  who  consequently  know  not  where  to  look  for  the 
information  desired. 

Yet  all  these  have  to  be  gone  over,  involving  so  much  time 
and  labor  that  considerable  hesitancy  arises  before  the  prepa- 
ration of  indices  of  this  kind  is  entered  upon  finally. 


MESSRS.  BYERS  AND  RICHMAN. 


It  is  doubtless  known  to  our  readers  that  Col.  S.  H.  M. 
Byers,  of  Oskaloosa,  has  for  the  past  two  years  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Consul-General  at  St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Harrison.  It  was  announced  in 
the  public  journals  about  the  middle  of  May  that  he  had  been 
recalled  by  President  Cleveland,  and  that  Hon.  Irving  B.  Rich- 
man,  of  Muscatine,  had  been  appointed  to  fill  his  place.  As 
both  gentlemen  are  widely  known,  the  present  is  deemed  a 
fitting  occasion  to  make  mention  of  their  merits  and  distin- 
guished public  services,  and  especially  because  of  the  excel- 
lent work  they  have  done  in  the  direction  of  Iowa  history. 

Mr.  Byers  was  bom  in  Pulaski,  Pa.,  July  23,  1838.  The 
family  came  to  Iowa  in  1851,  and  settled  in  Oskaloosa  in  1853. 
After  his  school  days  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  When  the  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry  was  raised,  young  Byers 
enlisted  as  a  private.  He  was  immediately  appointed  Quarter- 
master's Sergeant.  A  little  later  he  was  commissioned  as  First 
Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  of  the  regiment.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  until  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  where  he  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Confederates.  He  was,  first  and  last,  in  six  differ- 
ent  prisons,  including  the  Libby  at  Richmond,  and  was  one  of 
the  Union  officers  who  were  placed  under  the  tire  of  our  own 
guns  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  During  this  long  imprisonment  of 
one  year  and  four  months  he  escaped  three  times,  but  was  as 
often  recaptured.  While  in  prison  he  wrote  his  well-known 
song  of  "Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,"  thus  winning  national 
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fame  and  giving  a  name  to  that  great  expedition.  A  few 
hours  after  he  had  again  escaped  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  the  city 
fell  before  the  attack  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  the  long  sojourn 
in  the  enemy's  country  ended.  He  was  at  once  appointed  to 
a  place  on  the  staflf  of  the  commanding  General,  receiving  also 
kindly  attentions  from  Gen.  Grant,  and  thenceforward  his  lines 
fell  in  pleasant  places,  although  his  health  was  ruined.  In  fact, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  military  service  he  was  a 
physical  wreck.  It  was  several  years  before  he  regained  any- 
thing like  even  a  tolerable  degree  of  health,  and  from  the 
effects  of  his  sufferings  while  in  prison  he  has  never  fully  recov- 
ered. No  sooner  was  he  out  of  the  army  than  he  was  com- 
pelled to  set  about  earning  a  livelihood,  though  he  was  a  fitter 
subject  for  a  hospital  than  for  any  active  employment.  He 
had,  indeed,  acquired  a  national  reputation  by  his  popular 
^ongof  "Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,"  but  even  that  availed 
him  little  in  the  "struggle  for  existence"  which  at  once  con- 
fronted him.  After  some  years  at  home  he  was  appointed  U. 
S.  Consul  to  Zurich,  Switzerland,  where  he  served  with  such 
distinguished  credit  that  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Con- 
sul-General  at  Rome,  from  which  he  was  recalled  at  the  be- 
ginning of  Mr.  Cleveland's  first  administration. 

Coming  home,  he  resided  in  Oskaloosa  during  the  succeed- 
ing four  years,  much  of  the  time  engaged  in  writing  his  excel- 
lent and  well-known  book,  "Iowa  in  War  Times."  He  had 
long  before  published  a  thrilling  little  volume  which  will  one 
of  these  days  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold,  entitled,  "What  I 
saw  in  Dixie;  or  Sixteen  Months  in  Rebel  Prisons."  Presi- 
dent Harrison  made  him  Consul- General  at  St.  Gall,  some  two 
years  ago,  where  he  is  now  to  be  superceded  by  Mr.  Rich  man. 

In  addition  to  his  oflicial  services,  which  have  always  been 
as  acceptable  to  the  Government  as  they  have  been  popular 
with  the  multitude  of  Americans  who  have  met  him  abroad. 
Col.  Byers  has  found  time  to  perform  considerable  literary 
labor.  He  has  contributed  many  very  able  illustrated  articles 
to  the  best  magazines  of  the  country,  as  well  as  published  two 
or  three  volumes  of  poetry.     His  official  and  special  reports 
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have  been  cyclopedic  in  the  amount  and  value  of  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  them.  During  all  the  years  he  has  been 
abroad  his  thoughts  have  constantly  been  upon  his  native  land^ 
and  he  has  striven  to  the  utmost  of  his  powers  to  benefit  his- 
countrymen.  Among  other  good  deeds,  he  is  collecting,  at 
his  own  expense,  a  gallery  of  fine  paintings  in  oil,  for  Penn 
College,  Oskaloosa.  He  deserves  all  the  honors,  all  the  con- 
sideration, which  can  come  to  the  good  and  faithful  servant. 
While  Mr.  Richman  has  attained  his  present  honorable  posi- 
tion without  the  terrible  "storm  and  stress"  entailed  upon 
"Adjutant  Byers"  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  is  a. 
young  man  whose  merits  may  well  be  deemed  of  the  first 
order.  He  was  born  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  October  27,  1861. 
He  graduated  at  the  Iowa  State  University  in  1883,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  two  years  later.  In  1889  the  citizens  of 
his  county  elected  him  to  the  lower  house  of  our  State  Legis- 
lature, where  he  served  two  terms.  With  his  party  ticket  he 
was  defeated  for  Presidential  Elector  in  1892.  A  fine  speaker 
and  debater — always  ready,  cool,  dignified  and  judicious — he 
took  and  maintained  a  very  high  position  from  the  beginnings 
of  his  legislative  service.  Like  Col.  Byers,  he  has  won  much 
distinction  in  literature,  having  published  elaborate  articles  in 
"The  Atlantic  Monthly,'*  "Political  Science  Quarterly''  and 
"The  Magazine  of  American  History.'*  He  has  also  achieved 
considerable  success  in  the  domain  of  State  History,  having 
given  especial  attention  to  the  career  of  "John  Brown  in 
Iowa,"  "Mormonism  in  Iowa,"  "The  Spirit  Lake  Massacre,"^ 
"The  Indian  Chiefs  Keokuk  and  Black  Hawk,"  and  many  other 
topics.  Some  of  his  monographs  have  been  published,  though 
the  greater  portion  have  not  yet  seen  the  light.  He  has  it  in 
contemplation  to  issue  a  book  before  many  months.  Witk 
youth  and  health,  high  culture,  literary  tastes  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law,  he  goes  forth  to  his  new  duties  splen* 
didly  equipped.  His  future  career  would  seem  to  be  full  of 
promise. 
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OUR  WAR  GOVERNOR'S  PORTRAIT. 


On  a  certain  Sunday  morning  during  the  session  of  the  last 
Legislature,  one  of  the  Des  Moines  daily  papers  had  an  edi- 
torial article  urging  that  it  would  be  "a  most  graceful  thing" 
for  the  Legislature  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Horace 
Boies,  $1,000,  with  which  to  give  some  artist  of  high  repute  a 
commission  to  paint  a  portrait  for  the  Capitol,  of  our  illustrious 
War  Governor,  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood.  The  next  morning  a  bill 
to  that  eflfect  was  promptly  introduced  into  the  Senate.  With 
but  little  friction,  and  the  slightest  possible  opposition,  it  was 
speedily  and  "gracefully"  passed  by  both  houses  and  approved 
by  the  Governor,  though  the  amount  was  reduced  to  $800. 
Really,  the  act  seemed  to  be  endorsed  by  everybody. 

When  it  came  within  the  province  of  Governor  Boies  to 
"execute"  this  law,  two  thoughts  seemed  to  be  uppermost  in 
his  mind:  1st,  To  secure  an  artist  whose  name  should  be  a 
guaranty  of  the  highest  success;  2d,  To  select  one  who  would 
be  entirely  acceptable  to  Governor  Kirkwood  and  his  friends. 
He  was  not  long  in  deciding  that  Mr.  George  H.  Yewell,  N. 
A.,  formerly  of  Iowa,  but  now  a  resident  of  New  York,  would 
meet  both  requirements.  Mr.  Yewell  soon  after  came  here, 
pursuant  to  an  invitation,  and  entered  into  an  engagement  to 
paint  the  portrait.  He  had  known  the  aged  War  Governor 
many  years,  but  he  nevertheless  spent  two  or  three  months  in 
Iowa  City,  studying  his  subject  from  every  possible  standpoint, 
even  painting  a  preliminary  portrait,  in  addition  to  securing 
many  photographs.  It  was  fully  a  year  before  he  finished  the 
painting,  for  Mr.  Yewell  is  one  of  the  most  painstaking  artists, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  severest  critics  of  his  own  work.  The 
portrait  was  finished  in  May.  It  was  sent  to  Iowa  City  about 
the  1st  of  June,  where  it  was  placed  upon  exhibition  for  a 
couple  of  weeks.  It  was  often  and  carefully  examined  by  Gov- 
ernor and  Mrs.  Kirkwood,  as  well  as  by  the  citizens  generally, 
and  the  verdict  was  on  all  hands  most  favorable.  Everybody 
agreed  that  the  artist  had  achieved  a  distinguished  success. 
The  portrait  was  then  forwarded  to  the  Capitol. 
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At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  several  of  Governor  Kirk- 
wood's  friends  in  Des  Moines  determined  that  the  painting 
should  be  unveiled  at  a  public  meeting,  with  simple  but  appro- 
priate ceremonies.  Tickets  of  invitation  were  issued  and  sent 
to  the  War  Governor's  old  friends  throughout  the  State.  The 
time  fixed  was  Tuesday,  June  20,  at  2:80  p.  m.  The  portrait 
had  been  placed  upon  the  north  wall  of  the  Executive  Recep- 
tion Room,  and  draped  with  two  American  flags.  At  the  time 
fixed  Ex-Chief  Justice  George  G.  Wright,  of  Des  Moines,  took 
the  chair.  Seated  on  his  right  hand  were  Governor  Horace 
Boies  and  Ex-Governor  John  H.  Gear;  on  his  left  Hon.  Peter 
A.  Dey,  the  friend  and  representative  of  the  artist.  The  chair 
introduced  Judge  Dey,  who  paid  a  brief  but  eloquent  tribute 
to  Mr.  Yewell,  leaving  others  to  speak  of  Governor  Kirkwood. 
We  do  not  copy  from  this  very  excellent  address,  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  hope  to  present  it  in  full  hereafter.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  remarks  the  Stars  and  Stripes  fell  gracefully 
away  from  the  portrait,  and  the  form  and  features  of  Governor 
Kirkwood  were  revealed  to  the  audience  amid  hearty  applause. 
Judge  Dey  added:  *'In  the  name  of  the  artist,  I  present  to 
your  Excellency  this  picture,  and  ask  you  if  the  contract  for 
painting  the  portrait  of  Governor  Kirkwood  has  been  satis- 
factorily executed?" 

In  well  chosen  words  Governor  Boies  accepted  the  portrait, 
paying  a  tribute  to  the  great  qualities  and  patriotic  services  of 
his  illustrious  predecessor.  Brief  addresses  were  made  by  ex- 
Governor  Gear,  Judge  C.  C.  Cole,  Judge  Charles  C.  Nourse, 
Hon.  H.  W.  Lathrop  (Governor  Kirk  wood's  biographer),  and 
Hon.  W.  T.  Smith.  In  closing  the  exercises.  Judge  Wright 
took  occasion  to  express  the  high  sense  of  appreciation,  enter- 
tained by  the  friends  of  Governor  Kirkwood,  of  the  action  of 
Governor  Boies  in  the  selection  of  the  artist,  who  had  exe- 
cuted this  great  work. 

The  portrait  shows  Governor  Kirkwood  as  he  appeared 
about  the  time  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  the  full 
vigor  of  health,  and  before  age  had  begun  to  tell  upon  him. 
He  is  seated  at  a  table,  with  such  accessories  as  books,  docu- 
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ments,  library  shelves,  etc.  That  it  is  a  most  faithful  likeness, 
is  the  opinion  of  all  who  have  known  Governor  Kirkwood.  It 
shows  him  as  he  was,  in  splendid  physical  health,  a  man  of 
great  mental  power,  to  whom  firmness  and  decision  would  be 
easy  and  natural,  but  who  was  withal  kind  and  benignant  in 
the  highest  degree — one  whom  the  humblest  citizen  could 
meet  on  equal  terms.  As  an  artist,  Mr.  Yewell  has  achieved 
more  than  national  fame,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
this  is  his  master-piece,  the  crowning  work  of  his  life. 


TWO  VISITORS. 


In  one  of  the  early  days  in  May,  the  Historical  Department 
was  honored  by  a  call  from  the  venerable  widow  of  Mr.  N.  H. 
Parker.  Possibly  very  few  of  our  readers  will  recall  the  name, 
but  Mr.  Parker  was  a  man  whose  memory  should  be  preserved 
in  the  Annals  of  Iowa  as  one  who  "did  the  State  some  service" 
long  ago.  Away  back  in  1856  he  wrote  a  little  book  entitled 
*'Iowa  as  It  Is."  This  volume  gave  only  a  partial,  but  yet  a 
very  just  statement  of  the  resources  of  our  State.  So  far  as  it 
went,  the  account  was  a  glowing  one.  The  book  was  widely 
advertised,  and  well  known  at  the  time,  and  without  doubt  was 
the  means  of  inducing  thousands  of  people  te  settle  within 
our  borders.  This  was  at  a  time  when  every  Western  State, 
by  reason  of  necessities  real  or  imagined,  needed  immigration. 
Mr.  Parker's  book  had  a  large  circulation  in  the  East,  and  in 
its  time  was  productive  of  much  good.  But  it  soon  went  out 
of  print,  and  at  present  copies  are  only  found  in  the  houses  of 
pioneer  settlers,  or  in  second-hand  book  stores.  At  one  time 
the  author  edited  a  paper  in  Davenport,  but  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  attempted  to  issue  a  work  relating  to  Missouri, 
similar  to  his  Iowa  venture.  But  from  a  combination  of  un- 
foreseen circumstances,  it  did  not  prove  a  success.  He  died 
probably  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  well  nigh  forgotten  in  this 
State,  where  his  labors  were  most  useful.  Mrs.  Parker  came  to 
Des  Moines  to  visit  old  friends,  with  whom  she  remained 
several  weeks.    She  is  apparently  upwards  of  seventy  years  of 
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age,  bat  still  in  vigorous  health,  and  a  lady  of  high  cultaro 

and  intelligence. 

Another  caller  was  the  venerable  ex-U.  S.  Senator,  Gen. 

Geo.  W.  Jones,  of  Dubuque,  who  was  in  attendance  upon  the 

Supreme  Court,  in  which  he  appeared  as  a  party  to  a  suit. 

He  was  bom  in  1804,  and  is  close  upon  ninety  years  of  age. 

But  he  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health,  and  is  as 

fastidious  regarding  the  polish  of  his  boots,  the  twist  in  his 

mustache,  and  the  ringlets  in  his  hair,  as  deferential  in  his 

treatment  of  ladies,  as  kind  to  little  children,  as  breezy  and  full 

of  good-fellowship  when  meeting  old  friends,  as  when  the 

writer  saw  him  gliding  about  the  floor  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  in 

1852,  and  throwing  salutations  to  the  beauties  in  the  gallery. 

At  that  time  we  also  saw  Henry  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  and 

A.  C.  Dodge,  of  Iowa — father  and  son — Senators  from  their 

respective  States.     But  the  Dodges  are  dead  and  gone,  and 

aside  from  Gen.  Jones,  few,  if  any,  who  were  in  the  Senate  in 

those  days  of  compromise  and  pro-slavery  rule,  remain  alive. 

Our  aged  ex-Senator  has  led  a  useful,  active  life,  but  he  must 

be  one  of  that  class  of  men  whom  Dryden  had  in  mind  when 

he  wrote  these  lines: 

**Some  few,  by  temperance  taught,  approaching  slow, 
To  distant  fate  by  easy  Journeys  go." 

With  his  habitual  care  of  his  health,  the  aged  statesman  may 
still  be  spared  through  many  happy  years.  While  in  the  His- 
torical Rooms  he  sat  down  and  quickly  wrote  a  letter,  holdings 
his  pen  with  a  firm,  steady  grasp,  finishing  the  page  without 
blot  or  erasure,  and  producing  a  fine  piece  of  manuscript.  He 
signed  his  name  very  handsomely  over  a  set  of  flourishes^ 
almost  as  elaborate  and  much  neater  than  those  which  always- 
accompanied  the  autograph  of  Charles  Dickens. 


SAVE  THE  PAMPHLETS. 


Among  the  various  materials  for  hifetory  which  accumulate- 
in  libraries  or  general  collections,  pamphlets  are  always  valued 
very  highly.     This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  each  one- 
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is  in.  itself  a  complete  publication — at  least  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  author.  One  side,  certainly,  of  a  question  is  apt 
to  be  exhaustively  treated;  and  then  farther  than  this,  they 
almost  invariably  point  the  way  to  other  sources  of  infdrma* 
tion.  Here  and  there  an  individual  makes  a  specialty  of  col- 
lecting them.  It  is  by  no  means  infrequent  that  such  collec- 
tions run  up  into  the  thousands,  becoming  very  valuable  his- 
torically, and  commanding  high  prices. 

Such  accumulations  are  occasionally  offered  for  sale  by  the 
dealers  in  second-hand  books.  A  large  price  could  no  doubt 
be  very  readily  obtained  for  a  complete  collection  of  pam- 
phlets issued  in  our  State.  But  useful  and  valuable  as  they 
are  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  there  is  any  considerable 
Iowa  collection  in  existence.  Probably  Bishop  Perry  has 
saved  up  more  in  his  large  private  collections  in  Davenport 
than  can  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  other  public  or  pri- 
vate library  in  the  State.  It  is  the  fate  of  these  publications  to 
be  considered  as  ephemeral,  and  scattered  and  destroyed  like 
the  issues  of  the  daily  press.  We  remember  many  of  these 
Iowa  publications,  issued  years  ago,  but  of  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  find  a  single  copy  at  this  time. 

These  thoughts  bring  us  to  what  we  desire  to  say,  more 
especially  to  our  newspaper  friends  throughout  the  State.  The 
Historical  Department  of  Iowa  is  now  making  every  possible 
effort  to  gather  up  copies  of  all  Iowa  pamphlets  of  the  present 
and  the  past.  If  our  friends  of  the  press  who  receive  this 
publication  will  kindly  aid  us  in  this  matter,  not  only  by  set- 
ting forth  our  desires  in  this  direction  through  their  columns,, 
but  by  a  little  personal  effort  themselves,  as  opportunities  occur, 
a  great  deal  can  yet  be  accomplished.  No  pamphlet  is  so 
trivial  as  not  to  be  valuable  in  a  State  collection.  Especially 
desirable  are  catalogues  of  colleges  and  schools,  proceedings 
of  religious  or  secular  bodies,  important  law  cases,  premium 
lists  of  agricultural  societies,  addresses,  sermons,  those  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  making  business  interests  known,  and  all 
relating  to  the  history  of  towns,  counties,  or  particular  regions 
— in  short,  every  species  of  publications  in  this  direction. 
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There  are  hundreds  of  pamphlets  no  doubt,  in  the  offices  of 
lawyers  andin  editorial  rooms,  of  no  use  to  their  present  own- 
-ers,  at  present  left  to  gather  accumulations  of  dust,  but  which 
would  be  regarded  as  prizes  by  the  Historical  Department.  In 
fact,  we  have  assisted,  during  the  past  three  years,  in  extract- 
ing from  such  "innocuous  desuetude"  a  large  number  of  very 
valuable  publications.  Some  of  these  same  pamphlets — Iowa 
pamphlets,  too — are  worth  $50  each,  and  yet  they  might  almost 
any  day  have  been  sacrificed  in  kindling  a  fire,  or  have  been 
destroyed  in  a  conflagration.  Especially  precious  are  most  of 
the  reports  and  other  public  documents  published  by  the  State 
prior  to  1860.  We  shall  prize  gifts  of  all  such  publications, 
and  feel  deeply  grateful  to  those  who  assist  us  in  obtaining 
them. 


A  GOLDEN  WEDDING. 


We  are  sure  that  thousands  of  Iowa  people,  as  well  as  many 
far  beyond  our  borders,  were  heartily  rejoiced  to  learn  that 
Hon.  Theodore  S.  Parvinand  his  excellent  wife  were  spared  to 
celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  on  the  17th 
day  of  May  last.  It  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  two  such  useful 
and  harmonious  lives  are  spared  to  each  other  for  half  a  cen- 
tury after  their  union  in  marriage.  That  Mr.  Parvin,  in  many 
directions,  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful,  as  he  has  been  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  distinguished  men  in  Iowa,  goes 
without  saying.  This  is  a  truth  known  to  everybody.  His 
reputation  rests  upon  his  own  personal  merits — his  own  hard 
work — and  has  not  risen  from  any  adventitious  aids,  as  of  pol- 
itics, wealth  or  social  surroundings.  He  has  hewed  out  his 
own  career,  and  it  has  been  as  remarkable  in  point  of  success 
as  it  is  unique  in  character.  He  is  pne  man  among  a  million. 
We  know  not  where  another  could  be  found  capable  of  becom- 
ing so  distinctly  useful  in  the  highly  intellectual  paths  which 
he  has  pursued,  ,  From  the  day  that  he  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  Private  Secretary  to  Robert  Lucas,  the  first  Governor 
of  Iowa  Territory,  until  now,  the  man's  head  has  been  full  of 
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wise  plans  for  benefiting  his  fellow  man,  while  his  busy  hands 
are  never  idle.  His  pluck,  energy  and  endurance  are  remark- 
able. Even  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  his  frame  seema 
as  flexible  and  wiry,  his  mental  powers  as  bright,  as  when  we 
first  began  to  know  something  of  him,  almost  forty  years  ago. 
It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  set  forth  some  of  his  more  useful 
labors,  but  they  are  known  and  appreciated  by  every  intelli* 
gent  citizen  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Theodore  S.  Parvin  and  Miss  Agnes  McCuUy  were  mar- 
ried at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1843,  by  the 
Reverend  Samuel  Stocker,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman.  Of  the 
witnesses  of  this  event,  but  one,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Parvin,  is  now 
living.  Very  few,  indeed,  of  the  residents  of  Muscatine  at 
that  time  have  survived  to  see  this  day.  Mrs.  Parvin  has 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-four.  During  all  these  years  no 
Iowa  woman  has  enjoyed  a  wider  acquaintance  or  been  more 
thoroughly  respected.  In  the  direction  of  unobtrusive  and 
unheralded  charity,  as  a  life-long  member  of  the  church  of  her 
choice,  and  in  the  social  circle  in  which  she  has  moved,  this 
quiet,  undemonstrative  woman  has  won  the  highest  measure 
of  respect  and  esteem.  Many  a  poor  student  at  our  great 
University,  during  the  years  that  Mr.  Parvin  was  one  of  the 
professors,  found  friends  in  the  day  of  need  in  this  kind  and 
benevolentandalways-thoughtful couple.  From  many  of  these 
students,  long  since  established  as  prosperous  members  of  dis- 
tant communities,  have  come  the  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  well  remembered  aid  when  they  were  struggling 
alone  and  unfriended  to  obtain  an  education. 

The  occasion  was  an  especially  happy  one  to  Mr.  and  Mrs^ 
Parvin.  Letters  and  tasteful  presents  were  received  from  dear 
old  friends  in  and  out  of  the  State.  In  the  evening  the  beau- 
tiful Masonic  Library — that  great  institution  founded  by  the 
Parvins — was  brilliantly  lighted  up,  and  music  and  pleasant 
greetings  fitly  rounded  out  the  day.  That  the  parties  may 
"still  live''  for  many  and  many  a  happy  year  is  the  earnest 
hope  of  troops  of  friends. 
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NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Jesse  C.  Allen  died  at  his  home  in  Des  Moines,  May  7, 
1893,  aged  fifty.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  Eighth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  four 
years.  He  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  in  the  great  battles 
of  Fair  Oaks,  Savage  Station,  South  Mountain  and  Antietam, 
and  many  other  engagements  of  less  note.  He  served  with 
detachments  on  the  staffs  of  Gen.  Sumner  and  Gen.  Keyes. 
He  was  on  Gen.  Buford's  front  line  at  the  opening  of  the  great 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  On  the  last  day  of  that  terrible  conflict 
he  saw  his  commander.  Earns  worth,  fall  while  leading  a  desper- 
ate charge  against  Longstreet's  right  near  Round  Top,  which 
helped  to  defeat  the  last  superhuman  attempt  of  Lee's  army  to 
pierce  the  center  of  the  Union  lines  on  Cemetery  Ridge.  Mr. 
Allen  remained  with  that  famous  regiment  to  the  close  of  the 
war,  sharing  in  all  its  heroic  achievements  and  dangers. 


Lieut.  Chables  Wiokware,  who  recently  died  at  Webster 
City,  was  a  heroic  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
•entered  as  a  private  in  the  6th  Vermont  Infantry,  near  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  He  was  shot  through  the  body  at  the 
battle  of  Savage  Station,  and  lay  all  night  on  the  battle  field, 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  was  taken  to  Libby 
prison,  but  soon  after  exchanged,  and  under  skillful  treatment 
at  the  hospital  in  Philadelphia,  finally  recovered  so  far  as  to  be 
«ible  to  rejoin  his  regiment  in  the  field.  In  the  terrible  battles 
in  the  Wilderness  he  lost  an  arm.  He  was  promoted  to  Lieu- 
tenant in  a  colored  regiment  and  served  gallantly  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  settled  at  Webster  City  in  1868,  and  held 
many  important  oflSces  in  the  city,  county  and  district,  serv- 
ing with  the  utmost  fidelity.  He  was  an  active  and  honored 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Hon.  Nicholas  Baylies  died  in  Des  Moines  on  the  15th  of 
May,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.    He  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
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mont  and  in  his  younger  days  traveled  extensively,  visiting 
Brazil  and  other  southern  countries.  In  1836  he  settled  at  St. 
Helena,  Louisiana,  where  he  remained  many  years,  holding 
several  important  public  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged with  ability  and  fidelity.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1858, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Des  Moines.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  House  of  the  Tenth  General  Assembly  and 
was  one  of  the  influential  members  of  that  body.  He  was 
always  a  man  of  influence  in  the  communities  where  he  lived, 
enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Nixon,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Boone  county, 
died  at  his  home  in  Boone  on  the  21st  of  May.  He  was  a  gal- 
lant officer  of  the  Union  Army  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
serving  in  the  33d  Ohio  Infantry.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  removed  to  Boone  county,  Iowa,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  He  was  Mayor  of  Boone  two  terms,  and  in  1873  was 
appointed  by  President  Grant,  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  the  Sixth  District,  which  embraced  about  one-fourth  of 
the  counties  in  the  State.  He  was  an  able  and  faithful  officer, 
and  an  excellent  and  highly  esteemed  citizen. 

Mbs.  Wm.  Salteb,  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  William  Salter,  of  Bur- 
lington,  was  instantly  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  upon  the 
carriage  in  which  she  was  riding  with  her  husband  and  some 
friends,  on  June  12.  The  Burlington  Hawkey e  says  of  her: 
"She  was  an  active,  cheerful  and  courageous  worker  in  the 
church  and  its  related  societies,  during  the  almost  half  century 
of  her  husband's  long  ministry.  By  nature  intellectual,  she 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  keep  pace  with  her  scholarly 
husband  in  all  his  theological  studies  and  writings,  and  his 
literary  ventures  into  the  field  of  history  and  biography, 
which  he  has  cultivated  with  such  great  success.  Her  richest 
legacy  is  the  memory  she  leaves  of  a  faithful,  loving  wife, 
afiFectionate  mother  and  true  woman." 


Judge  J.  M.  Beck,  late  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa, 
died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Fort  Madison  on  the  30th  of 
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May.  He  was  born  at  Clermont,  Ohio,  April  2,  1823,  and 
removed  to  Iowa  in  1847.  In  1867  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  and  repeatedly  re-elected,  serving- 
twenty -four  years.  He  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  popu- 
lar Judges  the  State  has  ever  had.  His  decisions  extended 
through  forty-seven  volumes  of  the  Iowa  Reports.  Besides 
being  an  able  lawyer  and  eminent  Judge,  he  was  a  scholar  of 
wide  research  and  extensive  reading,  and  there  are  few  subjecta 
upon  which  he  could  not  converse  with  profit  and  pleasure  to 
his  listener.  He  was  an  especial  friend  of  library  development 
in  our  State.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  present  his  portrait,  with 
a  sketch  of  his  life  and  public  services,  at  some  future  time. 

General  John  M.  Corse,  who  recently  died  in  Boston, 
was  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  notable  of  all  the  heroic  Iowa 
soldiers.  His  old  home  was  Burlington,  where  he  had  lived 
from  the  time  he  was  six  years  old  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  entered  the  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion, 
and  was  appointed  Major  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry.  Dur- 
ing "Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,"  Gen.  Corse,  with  a  small 
force,  held  the  pass  at  Allatoona,  which  was  of  vital  importance 
to  the  Union  army.  He  was  assailed  by  the  rebel  army  in 
overwhelming  numbers.  Sherman  signaled  to  him  across  the 
mountains  to  hold  the  pass  at  all  hazards.    He  signaled  back, 

"I  will  hold  it  till freezes  over !"    And  he  held  it.    It  was 

one  of  the  most  heroic  achievements  of  the  war.  Moody's  cele- 
brated hymn,  "Hold  the  Fort  for  I  am  Coming,'*  was  sug- 
gested to  its  author  by  this  episode.  We  shall  endeavor  to 
procure  a  biography  and  portrait  of  this  gallant  Iowa  Gen- 
eral  for  publication  in  The  Annals  at  an  early  day. 

On  a  farm  about  four  miles  north  of  Manchester,  in  Dela- 
ware county,  lives  Christian  Coonrad,  who  is  113  years  old. 
He  heard  Washington  make  a  speech,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  is  still  a  well  preserved  old  man.  One  day's 
talk  with  him  will  teach  a  history  class  more  about  early 
United  States  history  than  they  will  learn  from  books  in  a 
week. — Spencer  Herald, 
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MAJOR-GENERAL  G.  M.  DODGE. 


BY    EXGOV.    CYBUS    C.    CARPENTER. 


One  of  the  firsj;  responses  to  the  patriotic  impulse  inspired 
by  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter  was  from  a  young  civil  engineer 
of  Council  Bluffs.  He  was  probably  as  well  equipped  for  the 
business  of  war  as  any  man  who  entered  the  service  from 
Iowa.  He  was  an  earnest  patriot.  He  was  thoroughly  in 
sympathy  with  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln.  He 
possessed  the  industry  and  tenacity  of  a  New  England  an- 
cestry. He  had  a  taste  for  military  studies,  and  love  for  mili- 
tary drill  and  tactics.  He  had  graduated  at  a  school  of  civil 
engineering,  and  subsequently  at  a  private  military  academy. 
He  had  been  employed  in  the  location  of  railroad  lines,  and 
in  the  construction  of  railroads.  He  had  a  trained  eye, 
capable  of  taking  in  a  strategic  situation  at  a  glance.  He 
had  been  engaged  in  freighting  upon  the  western  plains^ 
until  he  was  physically  hardened  and  prepared  for  the  depri- 
vations of  the  camp  and  the  hardships  of  the  march.  He  was 
self-reliant  when  intrusted  with  discretionary  power,  and  had 
the  instinct  of  military  subordination  when  acting  under  the 
immediate  command  of  a  superior  oflScer.  He  was  a  disciplin- 
arian, and  yet  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  democratic 
instincts  of  the  volunteer  soldiery.  He  was  alert,  active,  en- 
terprising and  untiring.  Such  are  the  attributes  which  con- 
stitute the  ideal  soldier,  and  these  were  elements  in  the 
character  of  General  GrenvilleMellen  Dodge,  of  whose  career 
the  following  pages  are  an  imperfect  recital. 
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He  was  bom  at  Putnamville,  Danvers,  Massachusetts, 
April  12,  1831.  When  but  ten  years  old  an  ambition  to  ob- 
tain an  education  became  the  ruling  passion  of  his  life.  To 
secure  advantages  beyond  those  offered  by  the  common  school, 
which  he  had  been  able  to  attend  during  the  winter  months 
only — with  the  same  force  of  character  which  distinguished 
him  in  after  life — he  for  a  time  drove  a  butcher's  cart;  thenfcr 
three  years  had  charge  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  farm  of  Mrs. 
Edward  Lander,  the  products  of  which  he  marketed  in  Salem. 
During  the  time  that  his  summers  were  occupied  in  this  severe 
toil,  he  was  engaged  in  the  winter  months  as  a  clerk  in  a  small 
store  at  South  Danvers,  to  which  the  postoflBce  was  attached, 
and  where  his  father  was  the  postmaster.  Even  whilst  his 
time  was  thus  occupied,  he  found  occasional  leisure  hours, 
especially  during  the  long  winter  evenings,  to  devote  to  study. 

In  the  winter  of  1845-6  he  attended  the  academy  at  Dur- 
ham, New  Hampshire,  and  in  1846  entered  Norwich  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  in  the  scientific  department.  In  1850  he 
graduated  from  this  school  as  a  civil  engineer;  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  from  Captain  Partridge's  Military  Academy.  Im- 
mediately after  his  graduation,  armed  with  his  diploma  as  a 
civil  engineer,  he  left  for  the  West  and  located  in  Peru,  Illinois. 
Here  he  was  engaged  for  a  few  months  in  city  and  land  sur- 
veys; and  during  the  closing  weeks  of  1851  was  employed 
by  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  in  making  a  sur- 
vey for  that  road  between  Dixon  and  Bloomington. 

Following  this,  he  secured  a  position  as  civil  engineer  under 
Peter  A.  Dey,  at  Tiskilwa,  Illinois,  on  the  Chicago  and  Rock 
Island  Railroad;  and  was  entrusted  with  the  survey  of  the 
Peoria  Branch.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Dey,  with  head- 
quarters at  Iowa  City,  until  the  final  location  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Missouri  River  Railroad  across  the  State  from  Dav- 
enport to  Council  Bluffs,  and  was  the  assistant  engineer  during 
the  construction  of  this  road  from  Davenport  to  Iowa  City. 
Early  in  his  connection  with  these  surveys  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  home  in  Massachusetts  prophesying  the  building  of  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  indicating  the  very  route  upon  which 
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eighteen  years  afterwards  he  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  locat- 
ing it.  The  Pacific  Railroad  enterprise  grew  to  be  an  ever 
present  project  in  his  active  and  restless  mind.  So,  in  1853, 
he  made  a  reconnaissance  west  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  up 
the  Platte,  with  a  view  of  determining  its  probable  location. 
And  from  1853  to  1861,  as  he  could  secure  the  leisure  from 
his  other  exacting  business  enterprises,  he  continued  these  ex- 
plorations. Whilst  they  were  largely  the  voluntary  pastimes 
of  his  projective  mind,  yet  he  was  always  aided  and  encour- 
aged by  Mr.  Henry  Farnham  and  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Durant, 
who  were  his  early  and  constant  friends. 

November  11,  1854,  he  settled  in  Council  Bluffs,  and  in 
addition  to  his  engineering  projects,  engaged  in  the  business 
of  freighting  across  the  plains,  in  which  he  was  more  or  less 
interested  up  to  1860;  having  visited  in  connection  with  his 
business,  and  for  traffic  with  various  Indian  tribes,  the  valley 
of  Cherry  Creek,  at  the  very  point  where  Denver  now  stands, 
and  many  of  the  settlements  of  New  Mexico.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  banking  house  of  Baldwin  & 
Dodge,  which  was  afterwards  merged  into  the  Pacific  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  which  he  became  president.  It  is  now  the 
Council  BluflFs  Savings  Bank,  of  which  his  brother,  N.  P. 
Dodge,  is  the  president.  With  all  these  enterprises  engag- 
ing his  attention,  he  found  time,  in  1856,  to  organize  and 
drill  a  military  company,  known  as  the  Council  BluflFs  Guards, 
of  which  he  was  elected  Captain,  and  which  maintained  its 
organization  until  1861. 

When  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  and  the  call  for  75,000 
troops  was  issued  by  the  President,  he  immediately  tendered 
his  own  services,  and,  with  the  approval  of  his  men,  that  of  his  ^ 
independent  company,  to  the  Governor.  His  services  were 
declined,  as  the  Governor  did  not  deem  it  wise  at  that  time  to 
draw  any  military  forces  from  the  western  border  of  the  State. 
Oovernor  Kirkwood,  however,  appointed  him  to  a  position  on 
his  staff,  and  sent  him  to  Washington  to  obtain  arms  and  am- 
munition with  which  to  arm  the  independent  companies  of  the 
iState,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  repel  any  attempted  inva- 
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sion  upon  the  Missouri  border.  Notwithstanding  the  failure 
of  the  Congressional  delegation  to  secure  these  arms,  upon 
his  representation  to  the  authorities  of  the  dangers  threaten- 
ing the  southern  border  of  the  State,  and  of  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  committing  its  defense  to  the  State,  he  pro- 
cured an  order  for  6,000  stand  of  arms  and  the  required 
anrmunition. 

The  military  judgment  and  resolute  persistency  with  which 
he  pursued  his  purpose  while  at  Washington  convinced  the 
War  Department  that  he  possessed  the  characteristics  to  make 
a  useful  officer  in  a  military  command.  He  was  accordingly 
tendered  a  Captaincy  in  the  Regular  Army.  This  he  declined, 
not  because  the  offer  was  not  a  flattering  recognition  of  his  zeal 
and  ability,  but  because  he  had  tendered  his  services  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  had  been  entrusted  with  an  impor- 
tant mission  which  he  regarded  as  binding  him  in  honor  to 
cast  his  lot  with  the  military  fortunes  of  Iowa.  U{X)n  his 
declining  the  Captaincy,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  so  impressed 
with  his  natural  military  capacity  that  he  suggested  by  letter 
to  the  Governor  that  it  would  advance  the  public  interest  to 
give  him  the  Colonelcy  of  a  regiment.  Immediately  upon 
his  return  from  Washington  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the? 
Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  adopting  his  independent  com- 
pany, of  Council  Bluffs,  as  the  nucleus  of  the  organization,  he 
entered  upon  the  duty  of  recruiting  and  organizing  a  regi- 
ment. To  comprehend  fully  the  difficulties  that  confronted 
him  in  this  undertaking,  it  must  be  understood  that  the  regi- 
ment was  recruited  after  the  first  flush  of  enthusiasm  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  had  abated,  and  was  largely  drawn  from 
the  Missouri  Slope,  then  but  sparsely  populated,  by  pioneers 
who  had  just  begun  the  struggle  of  laying  the  foundations  of 
new  homes  in  a  new  country.  But  the  military  service  had  now 
become  the  absorbing  thought  of  his  intense  mind ;  and  night 
and  day  he  pursued  the  one  purpose  until  he  was  ready  to 
mount  his  horse  and  give  the  command  to  march.  Before  he 
had  assembled  the  entire  command  and  had  fully  completed 
the  organization,  with  his  natural  alertness  and  enterprise  he 
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began  to  look  about  for  somebody  to  whip.  During  the  sum- 
mer Colonel  Poindexter,  a  Confederate  partisan,  had  been 
hanging  about  the  northwestern  border  of  Missouri,  threaten- 
ing  the  settlements  in  southwestern  Iowa,  and  particularly 
breaking  into  the  traffic  of  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Rail- 
road. So  Colonel  Dodge  took  such  of  his  Regiment  as  were 
available,  drove  him  into  southwestern  Missouri,  and  for  the 
time  being  broke  up  his  command.  He  then  returned  to 
Council  Bluffs  and  completed  the  organization  of  his  regi- 
ment. His  success  in  recruiting  had  secured  the  enlistment 
of  a  larger  number  of  men  than  was  necessary  for  a  single 
regiment;  so  he  asked  and  obtained  authority  to  organize  in 
connection  with  it  a  battery  of  artillery,  known  as  Dodge's 
Battery,  but  appearing  in  the  Iowa  Roster  as  the  Second  Iowa 
Battery.  As  the  time  approached  for  moving  with  his  com- 
mand to  report  for  duty,  difficulties  thickened  and  annoying 
delays  resulted  from  the  apparent  impossibility  of  securing, 
in  presence  of  the  overwhelming  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, the  necessary  equipments  and  supplies  for  his  regi- 
ment and  batterv.  These  obstacles,  however,  he  overcame 
by  pledging  his  own  credit  for  their  necessary  outfit. 

In  August,  1861,  he  reported  with  his  regiment  and  bat- 
tery to  General  Fremont,  at  St.  Louis,  and  was  ordered  to 
RoUa,  Missouri. 

He  had  now  reached  a  position  where  the  unwearying 
activities  of  his  mind  could  find  employment.  His  fitness  for 
independent  discretion  was  soon  recognized,  and  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Post.  Missouri  at  this  time 
was  a  harvest  field  of  partisan  border  warfare.  While  the 
State  did  not  attempt  by  formal  action  to  secede  from  the 
Union,  a  large  minority  at  least  of  its  population  were  Seces- 
sionists. It  supplied  to  the  Confederate  Government  a  good- 
sized  army,  and  a  convention  of  Secessionists  in  some  remote 
hiding-place  had  even  adopted  a  rebel  constitution  and  had 
put  in  operation  a  traveling  State  government.  George  G. 
Vest,  one  of  the  present  United  States  Senators,  was  sent  as  a 
Senator  to  Richmond.      The  hostile  septiment,  dividing  the 
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population  which  remained  at  home,  made  the  State  a  ricb 
recruiting  ground  for  active  rebel  fugitives  who  possessed  too- 
much  brigandism  to  enter  the  regular  rebel  service,  in  which 
to  some  extent  the  principles  of  civilized  warfare  were  en- 
forced. They,  therefore,  remained  in  the  State  and  called 
around  them  adventurous  followers  who  sympathized  with  the 
Rebellion,  and  whom  tney  organized  into  semi-mililary  com- 
mands with  which  they  went  trooping  through  the  country 
preying  upon  any  of  the  population  known  to  have  Union 
proclivities.  And  whenever  they  could  fall  upon  a  small  de- 
tachment of  Union  soldiers,  remote  from  military  support, 
they  would  if  possible  lead  them  into  an  ambush,  where,  in 
the  language  of  the  day,  they  could  '^bushwhack"  them.  The 
social  condition  of  the  State  is  illustrated  by  a  circumstance 
related  to  me  by  a  neighbor  of  mine  in  Fort  Dodge.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war  he  lived  in  Missouri.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  he  went  with  his  brother-in-law  to  hunt  cattle  which 
they  supposed  had  strayed  into  a  rough  and  unsettled  portion 
of  the  State,  and  were  absent  from  home  when  Fort  Sumter 
was  fired  upon.  Whilst  returning,  they  met  a  man  from  the 
settlements  who  had  heard  the  news  and  who  told  them  that 
the  President  had  called  for  75,000  men  with  which  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion.  "Well,*'  said  my  neighbor's  brother- 
in-law,  *'if  that  is  the  case, I  am  going  with  the  South."  The 
other  said,  "I  shall  stay  by  the  old  flag  and  the  old  Govern- 
ment." And  without  dismounting  they  shook  hands,  bade 
each  other  good-bye  and  parted,  not  to  meet  again  until  after 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  spirit  of  treason  and  ruffianism 
had  been  schooled  and  hardened  by  six  years  of  turmoil  in 
the  vain  attempt,  by  armed  interference  and  invasion,  to  force 
slavery  upon  Kansas.  Colonel  Dodge  was  of  the  right  mould 
to  deal  with  a  population  composed  of  these  chaotic  elements. 
He  had  the  judicial  mind  which  enabled  him  icr  weigh  and 
balance  causes;  and  yet  he  was  firm  and  unbending  in  his 
devotion  to  the  Union  and  its  friends. 

In  war  as  in  other  avocations  men  are  fitted  by  temperament 
and  character  for  the  various  requirements  of  the  service.     A 
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man  may  be  competent  to  command  a  regiment  or  a  brigade, 
and  as  part  of  a  larger  command  would  be  a  most  gallant  and 
reliable  oflScer.  But  give  that  very  oflBcer  an  independent  com- 
mand, and  be  might  have  neither  the  enterprise  nor  alertness 
to  discover  and  guard  the  exposed  points  of  his  command,  to 
explore  the  roads  which  should  be  picketed,  or  to  meander 
the  streams  and  sound  the  fords  which  should  be  watched. 
Bat  the  man  who,  when  a  civil  engineer  of  the  Mississippi 
&  Missouri  Railroad,  had  found  time  to  explore  the  unsettled 
and  Indian-haunted  region  between  the  Missouri  River  and 
the  summits  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  impelled  solely  by  the 
activity  and  energy  of  his  nature,  was  not  the  kind  of  a  man 
to  be  caught  napping  in  an  enemy's  country.  He  could  divine 
the  purpose  of  an  enemy  because  he  knew  what  he  would  be 
doing  himself,  if  he  was  in  the  place  of  that  enemy.  Col. 
Dodge's  command  at  Rolla  illustrates  his  metal.  By  personal 
inspection,  and  through  his  scouts,  he  explored  every  road 
and  meandered  every  stream  for  miles  around;  acquainted 
himself  with  the  geography  of  the  country;  knew  the  move- 
ments of  every  partisan  guerrilla  chieftain ;  and  was  informed, 
and  furnished  information  to  the  commander  of  the  Depart- 
ment, of  the  various  movements  connected  with  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Rebel  army  in  southwestern  Missouri.  During 
the  time  he  was  in  command  at  Rolla  he  brought  order  out 
of  chaos  in  the  territory  over  which  his  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended. 

When  General  Samuel  R.  Curtis  organized  the  army  of  the 
southwest.  Col.  Dodge  was  assigned  to  command  the  First 
Brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division,  commanded  by  Acting  Briga- 
dier General  Eugene  A.  Carr.  In  the  movement  to  drive  Price 
and  his  army  from  Missouri,  which  resulted  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge,  he  led  the  advance  upon  Springfield,  where  it  was 
supposed  Price  would  offer  battle.  In  this  connection  General 
Carr,  in  his  report,  relates  a  somewhat  amusing  incident.  On 
the  morning  of  the  day  the  command  marched  into  Spring- 
field, his  division,  with  Dodge'3  brigade  in  advance,  arrived  at 
a  point  about  five  miles  from  the  town  before  daylight,  where 
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he  ordered  a  halt,  to  give  time  for  the  other  divisions  to  come 
up  and  deploy.  But  one  company  of  the  Fourth  Iowa,  which 
had  been  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  did  not  get  the  or- 
der and  pushed  forward  into  Springtield,  which  had  been 
evacuated  during  the  night,  capturing  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores. 

The  Army  of  the  Southwest  scarcely  halted  at  Springtield, 
but  pushed  on  into  northwestern  Arkansas,  whither  Price  had 
fled.  As  Price  fell  back  he  was  joined  by  various  detachments 
from  Arkansas;  and  as  his  army  was  augmented  bv  these  re- 
enforcements,  he  would  half  resolve  on  giving  his  pursuers 
battle.  Finally,  at  Sugar  Creek,  he  made  quite  a  determined 
stand,  but  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  led  by  the  Fourth  Division, 
in  which  Col.  Dodge's  brigade  took  a  prominent  part,  a  cavalry 
charge  was  ordered,  when  the  enemy  again  retreated.  Price 
now  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Boston  Mountains  where  he  was 
joined  by  General  McCuUoch  with  eleven  regiments,  and  by 
General  Pike  with  five  regiments;  which  gave  him  an  army  of 
30,000  troops.  To  oppose  these,  all  told,  General  Curtis  had 
but  12,095  men.  With  these  he  had  to  protect  his  long  line  of 
communications  by  leaving  garrisons  at  Marsh  field,  Spring- 
field,Cassville,and  Keetsville;  thus  reducing  his  force  to  barely 
10,500  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  which  to  meet  and  repel  this 
enemy.  General  Van  Dorn  was  in  command  of  the  combined 
Rebel  army.  General  Curtis  had  necessarily  spread  his  com- 
mand over  quite  a  wide  territory  in  order  to  secure  forage  and 
supplies.  His  first  and  second  divisions,  commanded  by  Sigel 
and  Asboth,  were  four  miles  from  Bentonville.  The  fourth 
division  was  at  Cross  Hollow,  where  also  was  the  headquarters 
of  General  Curtis,  and  Col.  Vandever  with  his  brigade  of  the 
fourth  division  was  at  Huntsville.  On  the  5th  of  March  the 
commanding  General  learned  that  the  entire  Rebel  force  was 
marching  from  his  rendezvous  near  Boston  Mountains  to 
oflFer  battle.  General  Curtis  immediately  dispatched  couriers 
to  the  division  commanders  with  orders  to  march  to  Sugar 
Creek,  where  Colonel  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  in  command  of  the 
third  division,  was  in  position.     The  fourth  division,  at  Cross 
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Hollow,  twelve  miles  from  Sugar  Creek,  immediately  took 
up  the  line  of  march  at  6  o'clock  p.  M.,  and  arrived  on  the 
chosen  battle-field  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  The  field  selected  by 
General  Curtis  was  on  the  bluffs  and  projecting  points  over- 
looking Sugar  Creek,  a  stream  running  through  quite  a  wide 
valley,  along  which  ran  the  main  roads  from  Fayetteville  by 
Bentonville  to  Keetsville,  and  also  from  Fayetteville  by  Cross 
Hollow  to  Keetsville.  In  the  rear  was  a  somewhat  broken 
plain  called  Pea  Ridge,  extending  back  in  the  direction  of 
Cross  Hollow.  About  three  miles  to  the  rear  of  this  position 
was  a  road  running  nearly  parallel  with  Sugar  Creek  and 
with  the  proposed  line  of  battle. 

General  Curtis  anticipated,  as  did  his  subordinate  oflScers, 
thfft  the  rebels  would  be  likely  to  march  across  his  flank,  with 
the  view  of  reaching  this  road  in  his  rear.  He  therefore  ordered 
Colonel  Dodge  to  proceed  to  this  road,  and  by  falling  the  tim- 
ber in  reach  of  it,  obstruct  as  far  as  possible  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  in  this  direction.  As  was  his  habit  this  order  was 
performed  thoroughly.  His  command  worked  unceasingly 
until  long  after  midnight,  cutting  every  tree  available  to 
make  a  thorough  obstruction.  As  was  anticipated,  daylight 
found  the  Rebel  force  making  a  flank  movement  to  gain  this 
road.  This  necessitated  a  change  of  front,  which  was  accom- 
plished about  half  past  ten  a.  m.,  of  the  7th.  The  advantage  to 
our  army  of  the  work  of  General  Dodge  and  his  command  in 
obstructing  this  road  is  thus  told  subsequently  by  General  Van 
Dom,  in  hisoflScial  report:  **I  halted  the  head  of  my  column 
near  the  point  where  the  road  by  which  I  proposed  to  move 
diverges,  threw  out  my  pickets,  and  bivouacked  as  if  for  the 
night.  But  soon  after  dark  I  marched  again,  moving  Price's 
division  in  advance,  and  taking  the  road  by  which  I  hoped 
before  daylight  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Obstructions, 
which  he  had  hastily  thrown  in  the  way,  so  impeded  our 
inarch  that  we  did  not  gain  the  Telegraph  road  until  near  ten 
A,  M.,  of  the  7th."  Immediately  after  the  changes  which  this 
disposition  of  the  enemy  necessitated,  the  new  right  (which 
before  the  change  of  tft>nt  had  been  the  left)  near  Elk  Horn 
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Tavern  was  fiercely  assailed.  This  was  the  position  occupied 
by  General  Carr;  and  the  extreme  right,  near  Elk  Horn  Tavern 
and  beyond,  was  the  position  of  Colonel  Dodge's  brigade.  Here 
ensued  and  continued  with  little  cessation  for  seven  long  hours 
a  most  fearful  engagement.  At  times,  as  the  enemy  would 
attempt  some  new  movement  in  his  endeavor  to  turn  the  flank 
of  Dodge's  brigade,  it  would  become  a  desperate  conflict. 
But  here  the  Division  stood  with  its  face  to  the  foe ;  Dodge, 
being  on  the  extreme  right,  was  in  the  exposed  position,  really 
occupying  the  objective  point  of  the  enemy.  General  Carr 
asked  for  re-enforcements  early  in  the  day,  immediately  upon 
his  discovering  that  with  some  2,500  men  he  was  holding  at 
bay  10,000  or  12,000  of  the  enemy.  But  as  a  severe  conflict  was 
in  progress  in  the  center,  where  General  Jeff  C.  Davis  was 
in  command,  most  of  the  re-enforcements  that  were  available 
were  diverted  to  the  center,  whilst  General  Curtis  sent  his  aid 
to  Carr,  with  a  message  which  in  its  brevity  and  almost  de- 
spairing tone  was  absolutely  pathetic:  "I  can  only  ask  you 
to  persevere/'  And  Curtis  says  in  his  report :  "He  did  perse- 
vere, and  the  sad  havoc  in  the  Ninth  and  Fourth  Iowa  regi- 
ments and  Phelps'  Missouri  and  Weston's  Twenty-fourth  Mis- 
souri, and  all  the  troops  in  that  division,  will  show  how  earnest 
and  continuous  was  their  perseverance."  Finally  at  2»o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  he  learned  that  the  left,  occupied  by  Sigel  and 
Asboth,  had  not  been  under  fire  during  the  day,  whilst,  in 
the  language  of  his  report,  "the  enemy  had  melted  away  in 
the  brushy  center;"  and  he  says:  "I  had  now  resolved  to 
bring  up  the  left  and  center  to  meet  the  gathering  hordes  at 
Elk  Horn  Tavern."  General  Curtis  himself  accompanied  Gen- 
eral Asboth.  It  was  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when 
the  advance  of  General  Asboth 's  column  reached  the  vicinity. 
The  Fourth  Division  was  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  and  was 
slowly  falling  back,but  fiercely  contesting  every  inch  of  ground. 
General  Curtis  says  in  his  report  "that  the  Fourth  Iowa  was 
falling  back  for  cartridges,  in  line,  dressing  on  their  colors 
in  perfect  order."  He  says:  "Colonel  Dodge  came  up  ex- 
plaining the  want  of  cartridges,  but  being  informed  of  the 
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reinforcements  at  band,  and  that  General  Asboth  was  planting 
his  batteries  in  the  road,  from  which  he  soon  opened  fire,  the 
Fourth  and  Ninth  regiments,  with  fixed  bayonets,  though 
without  cartridges,  made  a  charge,  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  front."  And  he  says:  "These  two  regiments  won  imper- 
ishable honors  on  that  day."  The  batteries  continued  a  tre- 
mendous fire,  but  their  ammunition  was  finally  exhausted,  and 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  The  infantry  lay  on  their 
arms  during  the  night  with  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades 
scattered  about  them,  and  the  following  morning  the  conflict 
was  opened  with  renewed  force.  General  Curtis  had  read- 
justed his  lines  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  he  con- 
fronted the  enemy  with  a  continuous  line  on  open  and  com- 
paratively unbroken  ground,  which  admitted  easy  evolutions 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  exposed  points.  The  enemy  occupied 
the  broken  ground -and  gorges  at  the  head  waters  of  Sugar 
Creek.  The  ground  he  occupied  was  not  suited  to  movements 
to  the  right  or  left  to  reinforce  points  of  attack.  Our  troops 
felt  their  advantage.  The  extreme  right  was  occupied  as  the 
day  before,  by  Dodge's  brigade.  After  the  contest  had  been 
continued  for  some  time,  the  right  and  left  wings  had  so  far 
advanced  as  to  threaten  an  enfilading  fire  upon  the  flanks  of 
the  enemy,  when  he  broke  and  fled  from  the  field,  seeking 
safety  in  precipitous  flight  through  gorges  of  the  hills. 

The  losses  tell  the  story  of  the  battle.  Loss  of  the  First 
Division  (Sigel's),  144:;  the  Second  (Asboth's),  119;  the  Third 
(Davis'),  329;  the  Fourth  (Carr's),  701.  I  have  always  thought 
— and  reviewing  these  reports  thirty  years  after  the  battle  has 
passed  into  history,  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion — that  Sigel's 
efforts  to  reach  and  reinforce  the  Fourth  division,  after  two 
o'clock  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle,  were,  to  say  the  least, 
not  very  enthusiastic.  He  took  a  circuitous  route  and  made  a 
leisurely  march  when  he  knew  that  the  right  of  the  army  was 
holding  its  ground  against  fearful  odds  and  at  fearful  cost. 
General  Curtis  in  closing  his  report,  after  commending  the 
division  commanders,  says :  "I  also  again  present  commanders 
of  brigades,   Colonels  Dodge,  Osterhaus,  Vandever,  White, 
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Shaefer,  Patterson  and  Greusel.  The  three  first  named  I  espec- 
ially commend."  Gtpneral  Carr  says,  speaking  of  the  fierce 
contest  on  the  right,  the  second  day:  "During  all  this  time 
Colonel  Dodge  had  sustained  a  constant  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  He  placed  himself  on  the  hither  side  of  the  field 
near  demon's  house,  and  though  immediately  outnumbered 
and  in  point  blank  range  of  grape,  held  his  position  until 
his  ammunition  gave  out,  when  he  retired  a  short  distance, 
waited  for  the  enemy's  approach,  gave  him  a  last  volley, 
which  checked  and  turned  him,  and  then  marched  oflF  the  field 
with  colors  flying,  and  bringing  his  wounded  men  along.  Colo- 
nel Dodge  had  three  horses  shot  under  him,  one  of  them 
being  struck  with  twenty  balls,  and  was  wounded  himself, 
though  not  so  severely  as  to  leave  the  field." 

Thus  closed  with  a  complete  victory  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge.  It  was  Colonel  Dodge's  first  "b&ptism  of  fire,"  and 
fixed  his  place  in  the  army  as  a  coof- headed  and  level-headed 
fighter.  For  his  service  in  this  battle,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  General  Halleck,  he  was  appointed  Brigadier  General. 
Owing  to  his  wound  and  hard  service,  after  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge,  he  was  compelled  to  take  a  short  respite  from  the  duties 
of  the  camp  and  the  hardships  of  the  campaign.  As  soon, 
however,  as  he  had  recovered  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at 
Columbus,  Kentucky.  Here  he  had  before  him  a  task  suited 
to  his  genius.  The  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  had  been  greatly 
impaired,  a  large  number  of  the  bridges  destroyed,  and  much 
of  the  rolling  stock  had  been  burned  and  made  way  with 
during  the  campaigns  in  western  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
When  Corinth  was  finally  occupied  by  General  Halleck's 
army,  this  railway  as  a  line  of  supply  became  a  necessity.  To 
its  reconstruction  General  Dodge  brought  his  experience  as 
a  railroad  engineer  and  railroad  builder.  Whilst  thus  engaged 
he  found  employment  for  his  military  skill  in  guarding  the 
entire  line  from  the  constantly  threatened  raids  of  the  guer- 
rillas. In  these  efforts  he  met  and  captured  General  Faulkner, 
near  Island  No.  10,  and  whipped  Villipigue  on  the  Hatchie 
river.     And  finally  overcoming  all  obstacles,  on  the  26th  of 
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Jane,  1862,  trains  were  running  continuously  from  Columbus 
to  Corinth. 

On  November  15,  1862,  General  Grant  assigned  him  to  the 
command  of  the  Second  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, then  stationed  at  Corinth,  Mississippi.  This  division 
originally  was  organized  by  General  Grant  at  Cairo,  and  had 
remained  under  his  personal  command  during  the  earlier 
months  of  his  great  career;  and  it  was  with  this  division  he 
proved  to  the  country  his  metal  as  a  soldier.  Some  time  after 
this  General  Dcnlge  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
District  of  Corinth.  July  7,  1863,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  with 
headquarters  at  Corinth. 

Whilst  in  command  at  Corinth  he  perhaps  rendered  service 
to  the  Government  more  far-reaching — combining  his  military 
and  executive  duties — than  any  other  corps  commander  dur- 
ing that  period.  He  held  the  important  strategic  position 
which  Corinth  then  was  from  a  military  standpoint;  being  at 
the  junction  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  and  the  Memphis  & 
Charleston  railroads.  It  was  midway  between  the  great  armies 
commanded  by  Grant,  which  were  thundering  at  the  gates  of 
Vicksburg,  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  commanded 
by  Rosecrans,  with  Chattanooga  as  the  objective  point.  This 
gave  General  Dodge  a  wide  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of 
his  versatile  and  inexhaustable  resources  as  a  commanding 
oflBcer.  He  was  engineer  and  railroad  manager.  He  organ- 
ized  a  corps  of  observation,  and  a  system  of  scouts,  through 
which  he  kept  himself  informed  of  all  the  movements  of  the 
various  Rebel  cavalry  commands  which  hibernated  in  northern 
Mississippi  and  western  and  middle  Tennessee.  Through 
these  sources  he  collected  news  which  he  furnished  both 
Grant  and  Rosecrans,  and  which  was  acknowledged  by  both 
of  them  to  be  of  inestimable  value.  On  three  occasions  these 
Rebel  cavalry  commanders  came  so  near  Corinth,  in  their  ex- 
cursions through  the  country  to  replenish  their  supplies  and 
pick  up  a  relay  of  fresh  horses — with  the  ulterior  purpose  of 
capturing  any  weak  and  unsupported  detachments  which  they 
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might  chance  to  surprise  in  an  unwary  hour — that  he  marched 
out  to  meet  and  drive  them  out  of  the  country.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  moved  up  into  Henderson  county,Tennessee,  and  drove 
out  the  combined  forces  of  Forrest  and  Ferguson,  who  were 
threatening  Gen.  Sullivan  at  Jackson,  driving  them  with  loss 
of  men  and  material ;  they  barely  escaping  capture  by  fleeing 
east  of  the  Tennessee  river.  Again,  marching  up  the  Tus- 
cumbia  valley,  he  drove  back  Forrest,  Van  Dorn  and  Roddy, 
keeping  them  employed  and  diverting  their  attention  until  Col. 
Straight  got  fairly  oflF  upon  his  raid  into  northern  Georgia. 
Then  pushing  the  enemy  to  Town  creek,  he  swept  them  from 
his  front.  In  this  expedition  he  again  illustrated  his  unselfish 
interest  in  the  entire  military  service,  and  in  a  brother  officer. 
When  Col.  Straight  arrived  at  Tuscumbia,  after  a  long  march 
from  middle  Tennessee,  many  of  his  horses  were  broken 
down  and  disabled,  so  General  Dodge  stripped  his  own 
cavalry,  and  his  transportation  teams,  of  every  horse  he  could 
spare,  and  turned  them  over  to  Colonel  Straight,  trusting  to 
his  diminished  transportation  to  supply  his  command.  He 
also  marched  up  the  Tennessee  river  in  the  rear  of  Bragg's 
army,  going  as  far  as  Decatur,  and  laying  waste  the  country, 
to  aid  Gen.  Rosecrans  in  his  Chattanooga  campaign;  and  on 
returning  from  this  campaign  he  was  followed  by  several  hun- 
dred  refugees,  white  and  black.  Whilst  thus  constantly  em- 
ployed in  keeping  his  military  fences  in  repair,  he  originated 
an  enterprise  which  could  only  occur  to  an  officer  of  his  prac- 
tical mind.  In  northern  Alabama,  especially  in  the  mountain- 
ous counties,  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  were  loyal 
to  the  Government.  Many  of  these  people,  when  the  attempt 
was  made  to  draft  them  into  the  Rebel  service,  fled  from  their 
homes,  and  hiding  in  swamps  and  among  the  mountains,  were 
fed  by  trusted  friends  not  subject  to  military  duty,  thus  elud- 
ing the  Rebel  authorities  for  weeks,  and  some  of  them  for 
months.  But  late  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1862,  the  system 
of  espionage  by  the  Rebel  government  became"  so  thorough 
that  they  knew  their  hiding-places  would  be  discovered  and 
that  they  would  be  forced  into  a  service,  for  a  cause,  which 
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they  hated.  So  thousands  of  these  people  fled  to  the  Union 
lines,  and  hundreds  were  sent  north,  where  they  either  found 
employment,  or  were  cared  for  by  the  Union  people  until  the 
war  closed.  Several  hundred  came  into  the  Union  lines  at 
Corinth.  A  great  many  fell  in  with  Gen.  Dodge's  command 
when  making  its  various  campaigns  to  meet  and  repel  Rebel 
raiders.  Some  of  these  refugees  were  people  of  social  stand- 
ing in  the  South,  many  of  them  were  illiterate,  but  all  of  them 
had  the  instinct  of  loyalty,  and  a  love  of  liberty  born  of  the 
mountain  air  in  which  they  had  lived.  Among  those  who 
came  into  Corinth  were  three  brothers  named  Smith.  The 
elder,  Wm.  H.  Smith,  had  been  a  Judge  of  the  court  in  north- 
ern  Alabama,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war,  was  for  two  years 
Governor  of  the  State.  From  these  refugees  Gen.  Dodge 
determined  to  raise  a  cavalry  regiment.  Procuring  authority 
from  the  War  Department,  he  secured  the  enlistment  of  such 
as  were  willing  to  serve  in  the  army,  then  at  Corinth ;  and  as 
fast  as  others  came  into  our  lines,  able-bodied  and  of  suitable 
age,  he  gave  them  the  choice  of  enlisting  or  going  north. 
Thus  he  raised  a  full  regiment  which  he  oflScered  largely  from 
trained  soldiers  who  had  been  either  privates  or  oflScers  in 
northern  regiments.  For  the  colonel  he  took  Captain  Geo. 
E.  Spencer,  who  was  his  assistant  Adjutant  General.  For  the 
lieutenant  colonel  he  selected  George  L.  Godfrey,  the  Adju- 
tant of  the  Second  Iowa  Infantry,  who  had  proved  himself  a 
most  gallant  and  reliable  officer.  For  many  of  the  company 
oflicers  he  selected  privates  from  northern  regiments  who 
had  proved  their  qualities  as  soldiers.  After  he  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  a  corps  in  the  field,  Col.  Spencer  was  de- 
tailed as  his  Chief  of  Staff,  leaving  Lieutenant  Colonel  God- 
frey in  command  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  which  be- 
came a  most  effective  and  gallant  regiment. 

He  also  while  at  Corinth,  and  during  his  occupancy  of  mid- 
dle Tennessee,  organized  and  put  into  service  five  regiments  of 
colored  soldiers.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  organization  of  col- 
ored troops,  and  pushed  forward  the  experiment,  even  while 
the  proposition  to  arm  the  colored  men  was  unpopular  in  the 
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army.  There  was  a  large  number  of  able-bodied  colored 
refugees  within  our  lines  at  Corinth,  and  of  course  a  practical, 
common-sense  officer  like  General  Dodge  would  begin  to  con- 
sider how  he  could  utilize  able-bodied  people  whom  he  had  to 
feed  and  yet  were  of  no  service  to  the  Government.  So  he 
organized  a  regiment  of  laborers  to  be  used  in  loading  and 
unloading  cars,  in  working  on  the  railroads,  as  repairers,  in 
policing  the  camp,  etc.  He  officered  them  and  organized  them 
into  a  command  similar  to  a  regiment.  And  as  soon  as  the 
authority  to  enlist  and  arm  them  as  soldiers  was  granted,  it 
was  not  twenty-four  hours  until  General  Dodge  had  them 
equipped  and  in  readiness  for  the  muster  and  the  drill.  The 
writer  remembers,  at  the  beginning  of  the  experiment  in  rais- 
ing colored  troops,  hearing  General  Dodge  talk  with  an  officer 
who  was  skeptical  in  regard  to  the  wisdom  of  enlisting  the 
colored  man  as  a  soldier.  Of  course  this  opponent  of  arming 
the  negro  argued  that  he  would  not  fight — that  putting  arms 
into  his  hands  was  equivalent  to  ^turning  them  over  to  the 
rebels,  because  the  rebels  would  eventually  capture  the  colored 
soldier  and  his  musket.  The  reply  of  GeuQral  Dodge  will 
never  be  forgotten,  as  it  was  so  emphatic  and  complete.  Said 
he:  *'You  need  not  tell  me  the  negro  will  not  fight.  His 
nature  is  to  fight.  The  African  tribes  in  their  native  barbarism 
are  in  a  constant  state  of  war.  Occasionally  one  village  or 
tribe  will  swoop  down  upon  another  and  literally  wipe  out  the 
inhabitants  at  the  cost  of  more  than  half  the  lives  of  the  com- 
batants on  both  sides.  Give  these  people  the  confidence 
which  the  drill  and  the  use  of  fire-arms  inspire,  and  put  at 
their  head  brave  and  intelligent  officers,  and  I'll  take  the 
chances  on  their  fighting."  How  literally  true  was  this  diag- 
nosis  of  the  negro  soldier.  There  was  not  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  a  more  heroic  charge  than  that  made  by 
Col.  Shaw  at  the  head  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts 
Colored  Infantry  upon  Fort  Wagner. 

There  was  another  branch  of  the  military  service  at  Corinth 
which  was  perhaps  more  important  and  difficult  of  proper  per- 
formance than  anything  else  with  which  General  Dodge  had 
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to  deal.  It  was  the  sort  of  semi-civil  government  he  had  to 
administer  over  the  citizens  in  the  hostile  territory.  This 
authority  he  exercised  with  unbending  firmness,  and  yet  was 
careful  to  refrain  from  an  unnecessary  and  harassing  show  of 
military  interference  with  the  individual.  In  this  connection 
one  of  the  most  embarrassing  matters  which  came  under  his 
jurisdiction  was  the  Treasury  permits  to  certain  civilians  to 
deal  in  cotton,  paying  to  the  Government  a  royalty  on  pur- 
chases. General  Dodge  had  so  much  trouble  with  these 
Treasury  agents,  by  the  information  the  enemy  were  constantly 
securing  through  their  employes  and  agencies,  and  the  whole 
business  withal  was  so  demoralizing  in  its  tendency,  that  he 
finally  determined  to  ignore  all  Treasury  permits.  These 
recommendations  for  permits  would  come  from  the  Treasury 
Department  to  General  Grant,  and  he  would  send' them  on  to 
Dodge,  who  would  refuse  to  let  the  agents  pass  through  our 
lines.  Then  complaints  would  be  made  to  Washington, 
whence  they  would  be  sent  back  to  Grant,  who  in  turn  would 
send  them  to  Dodge,  without  suggestion  or  recommendation. 
Finally'the  speculators  undertook  to  influence  General  Dodge 
himself;  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  foundation  for  the 
story  that  he  wrote  Grant  asking  to  be  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand, as  he  was  afraid  the  cotton  speculators  would  reach  his 
price. 

Another  incident  illustrates  the  character  of  General  Dodge 
and  his  manner  of  intercourse  with  his  officers  and  men.  He 
had  a  habit,  when  considering  any  proposition,  of  picking  up 
a  piece  of  paper  from  his  desk  and  slowly  tearing  it  in  strips ; 
and  as  his  mind  worked  towards  a  conclusion  the  faster  lie 
would  tear  oflF  the  strips  of  paper.  In  the  autumn  of  1863, 
after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  there  was  something  of  a  lull  in 
military  activity  in  northern  Mississippi,  and  of  course  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  did  not  foresee  the  campaign  to  middle 
Tennessee,  and  Chattanooga,  became  somewhat  restless  and 
anxious  for  furloughs  and  leaves  of  absence.  Among  others 
Captain  Farran,of  the  regular  army,  who  was  then  serving  on 
General  Dodge's  staff,  was  anxious  to  get  a  leave.     He  told 
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the  writer  thatheintended  to  apply  for  a  leave,  and  afterwards 
that  he  had  done  so;  but  without  avail.  Upon  being  asked 
why  he  did  not  argue  the  matter  with  the  General,  "Oh!''  he 
says,  '*!  did  try  to  convince  him  that  it  was  the  projier  thing 
to  do;  and  he  listened  patiently  for  a  few  minutes,  but  after 
awhile  he  began  to  tear  paper,  and  I  knew  the  jig  was  up." 

Finally,  in  the  fall  of  1863,  General  Dodge,  with  the  left  wing 
of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  bade  adieu  to  Corinth  and  the 
surrounding  country,  over  which  he  had  marched  and  counter- 
marched  for  more  than  a  year.  He  followed  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps,  which  had  gone 
forward  to  Chattanooga  to  take  part  in  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant achievements  of  the  war,  resulting  in  raising  the  siege  of 
Chattanooga  and  putting  Bragg  and  his  army  to  flight. 
General  Dodge's  command,  on  leaving  Corinth,  of  course  sup- 
posed their  destination  was  Chattanooga.  But  on  arriving  in 
middle  Tennessee  he  was  halted  by  an  order  of  General  Grant, 
and  making  his  headquarters  at  Pulaski,  stretched  his  com- 
mand along  the  railroad  extending  from  Nashville  to  Decatur. 
Here  General  Dodge  was  given  the  opportunity  to  bring  into 
play  the  marvelous  versatility  of  his  mind.  General  Grant 
with  his  immense  army  in  and  about  Chattanooga  had  but 
one  line  of  communication  with  the  rear,  and  but  one  line  of 
supply  for  this  army ;  and  that  was  the  Nashville  &  Chatta- 
nooga Railroad — a  single  slender  thread.  This  road  was 
greatly  overworked,  and  there  was  the  constant  dangerof  raids 
by  the  enemy  which  might  interrupt  even  this  line  of  supply  for 
some  days.  So  General  Grant  determined  to  open  another  line, 
by  rebuilding  and  re-equipping  the  railroad  from  Nashville 
to  Decatur,  where  it  formed  a  junction  with  the  Memphis  & 
Charleston  Railroad,  over  which  communication  could  be  con- 
tinued east  to  Stevenson,  where  the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
and  Memphis  &  Charleston  railroads  formed  a  junction. 

Whilst  General  Dodge  was  engaged  it  this  work  he  had  to 
protect  the  country  from  the  invasions  of  raiders,  and  supply 
the  subsistence  for  his  army  from  the  country.  The  land  be- 
tween Nash  ville,Tennessee,  and  Huntsville,  Alabama,  although 
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<}aite  broken  and  cat  up  with  small  streams,  is  a  most  beau- 
tiful and  fertile  country.  The  farmers  along  the  valleys  of 
these  streams  were  more  thrifty  than  in  any  portion  of  the 
South  the  writer  had  ever  seen.  They  raised  corn  and  hay 
and  oats,  had  extensive  orchards,  and  many  of  them  had 
<juite  large  herds  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs.  Every 
few  miles  there  was  a  grist  mill ;  and  as  General  Dodge  had  to 
supply  his  army  of  8,000  men,  and  their  necessary  horses,  from 
the  country,  the  resources  of  these  farms  were  seriously  taxed. 
The  mills  were  run  night  and  day;  corn  and  wheat  were 
gathered  and  brought  to  the  mills,  whilst  cattle,  hogs  and 
sheep  were  driven  together  and  slaughtered.  For  all  these 
supplies,  vouchers  were  issued  to  the  owners,  leaving  the 
question  of  loyalty  to  be  settled  afterwards.  Thus  General 
Dodge  supplied  his  army  from  the  resources  of  the  country ; 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  rebuilt  and  re-equipped  the 
railroad,  General  Grant,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  a  most  vivid 
and  appreciative  description,  which  I  know  the  reader  will 
thank  me  for  here  inserting : 

Sbermao*8  force  made  an  additional  armj,  with  cavalry,  artillery  and 
trains  aU  to  be  supplied  by  the  single-track  road  from  Nashville.  All  indi- 
"CatloDS  pointed  also  to  the  probable  necessity  of  supplying  Bumside's 
command  in  east  Tennessee,  twenty-five  thousand  more,  by  the  same  route. 
A  single  traclc  could  not  do  this.  I  gave,  therefore,  an  order  to  Sherman 
to  bait  General  G.  M.  Dodgers  command  of  about  8,000  men  at  Athens,  and 
subsequently  directed  the  latter  to  arrange  his  troops  along  the  railroad 
from  Decatur  north  toward  Nashville  and  to  rebuild  that  road.  The  road 
from  Nashville  to  Decatur  passes  over  a  broken  country,  cut  up  with  in- 
numerable streams,  many  of  them  of  considerable  width  and  with  valleys 
far  below  the  road  bed.  AU  the  bridges  over  these  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  rails  taken  up  and  twisted  by  the  enemy.  All  the  cars  and  locomotives 
not  carried  off  had  been  destroyed  as  effectually  as  they  knew  how  to  de- 
stroy them.  All  bridges  and  culverts  had  been  destroyed  between  Nash- 
viUe  and  Decatur  and  thence  to  Stevenson,  where  the  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton and  the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  roads  unite.  The  rebuilding  of  this 
road  would  give  us  two  roads  as  far  as  Stevenson  over  which  to  supply  the 
army.  From  Bridgeport  a  short  distance  further  east  the  river  supple- 
ments the  road. 

General  Dodge,  besides  being  a  most  capable  soldier,  was  an  experienced 
railroad  builder.  He  had  no  tools  to  work  with  except  those  of  the  pioneers 
— axea,  picks  and  spades.  With  these  he  was  able  to  entrench  his  men  and 
protect  them  against  surprises  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy.    As  he  liad  j 
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no  base  of  sapplies  until  the  road  should  be  completed  back  to  Naahville,. 
the  first  matter  to  consider,  after  protecting  his  men,  was  the  getting  in  of 
food  and  forage  from  the  sarrounding  country.  He  had  his  men  and  teams 
bring  in  all  the  grain  thej  could  flad,  or  all  thej  needed,  and  all  the  cattle 
for  beef,  and  such  other  food  as  could  be  found.  Millers  were  detailed  from 
the  ranks  to  run  the  mills  along  the  line  of  the  army.  When  these  were 
not  near  enough  to  the  troops  for  protection  they  were  taken  down  and 
moved  up  to  the  line  of  the  road.  Blacksmith  shops  with  all  the  iron  and 
steel  found  in  them  were  moved  up  in  like  manner.  Blacksmiths  were  de- 
tailed and  set  to  work  making  the  tools  necessary  in  railroad  and  bridge 
building.  Axmen  were  put  to  work  getting  out  timber  for  bridges  and 
cutting  fuel  for  locomotives  when  the  road  should  be  completed.  Car 
builders  were  set  to  work  repairing  the  locomotives  and  oars.  Thus  every 
branch  of  railroad  building,  making  tools  to  work  with,  and  supplying  the 
workmen  with  food  was  all  going  on  at  once,  and  without  the  aid  of  a  me- 
chanic or  laborer  except  what  the  command  itself  furnished.  But  ran» 
and  cars  the  men  could  not  make  without  material,  and  there  was  not 
enough  rolling  stock  to  keep  the  road  we  already  had  worked  to  its  full 
capacity.  There  were  no  rails  except  those  in  use.  To  supply  these  defi- 
ciencies I  ordered  eight  of  the  ten  engines  General  McPherson  had  at  Vicks- 
burg  to  be  sent  to  Nashville,  and  all  the  cars  he  had  except  ten.  I  also 
ordered  the  troops  in  west  Tennessee  to  points  on  the  river  and  on  the 
Memphis  &,  Charleston  road,  and  ordered  the  cars,  locomotives  and  rails- 
from  all  the  roads  except  the  Memphis  &  Charleston  to  Nashville.  The 
military  manager  of  railroads  also  was  directed  to  furnish  more  rolling 
stock  and,  as  far  as  he  could,  bridge  material.  General  Dodge  had  the  work 
assigned  him  finished  within  forty  days  after  receiving  his  orders.  The 
number  of  bridges  to  rebuild  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-two,  many  of 
them  over  deep  and  wide  chasms.  The  length  of  road  repaired  was  one 
hundred  and  two  miles. 

{To  he  concluded  in  January  number,) 


THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 


From  Muscatine  to  Winchester. 


BY  THAD.  L.  SMITH. 
(Concluded  from  July  number.) 

After  the  Siege  op  Vicksburg. 
There  is  one  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  thi& 
brief  siege,  viz.,  while  within  35  miles  of  Black  River,  whither 
the  cars  were  running,  and  having  an  almost  unobstructed 
communication  to  the  rear,  at  no  time  were  we  supplied  with 
half  rations  by  the  Government.  The  Fifteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth C!orps  had  passed  through  this  region  .while  en  route 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  TWENTY-POUBTH  IOWA  VOLUNTBEB8.  181 

for  Vicksburg,  and  left  but  little  in  the  country.  The  army 
had  to  be  supplied  with  green  com  from  the  fields,  and  upon 
this  and  fresh  beef  it  was  principally  subsisted.  At  least  this 
was  true  with  regard  to  our  twelfth  division.  The  water,  ex- 
cept where  it  could  be  obtained  from  springs,  was  exceedingly 
bad.  The  enemy  in  compliance  with  an  order  from  General 
Johnston  had  killed  their  stock  and  thrown  it  into  the  lagoons, 
in  the  first  instance  to  prevent  its  capture  by  our  forces,  and 
in  the  next  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  the  water.  Although 
this  did  not  operate  as  successfully  as  he  had  hoped,  owing  to 
the  hot  dry  weather,  and  the  scarcity  of  water,  it  was  the 
means  of  great  annoyance,  and  in  many  instances  may  have 
operated  disastrously  to  the  health  of  the  command.  Jackson 
contained  but  very  few  munitions  of  war,  Johnston  having 
succeeded  in  destroying  or  carrying  away  all  that  was  valuable. 
Several  hundred  prisoners  too  sick  to  travel,  or  tired  of  the 
contest,  fell  into  our  hands.  The  Government  works  of  the 
city  had  been  partially  destroyed  by  General  Sherman  in  May. 
General  Johnston  having  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of 
supplies  which  he  was  compelled  to  store  in  the  business  build- 
ings of  the  city  and  could  not  get  away  with  him,  had  set  fire 
to  them,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  its  principal  busi- 
ngs blocks.  The  destruction  thus  commenced  ended  in  the 
almost  complete  devastation  of  the  city,  leaving  it  a  mass  of 
charred  and  blackened  ruins.  The  capitol  buildings  and  others 
were  burned  by  our  soldiers  in  revenge  for  the  torpedoes 
scattered  about  the  streets,  resulting  in  the  murder  of  several 
of  our  men.  The  were  usually  placed  under  the  ground  in 
the  streets  and  sidewalks,  with  wires  attached,  and  a  very  slight 
jerk  would  suffice  to  explode  the  concealed  infernal  machine. 
It  was  the  first  general  destruction  of  private  property  during 
the  campaign  by  our  troops,  for  which  the  losers  may  feel 
grateful  to  the  inventors  and  abettors  of  this  unrecognized, 
cowardly  and  barbarous  mode  of  warfare.  The  want  of  sup- 
plies and  the  heat  and  drouth  rendered  the  pursuit  of  John- 
ston impracticable,  and  the  forces  prepared  to  return  to  Vicks- 
burg as  orders  indicated.     The  division  set  out  on  the  mom-^  . 
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ing  of  the  2l8t  by  slow  and  easy  marches,  returning  by  the 
Kaymond  road.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot  and  sultry^ 
the  Vater  bad  and  the  dust  deep. 

In  direct  disobedience  of  orders,  the  troops  were  marched 
rapidly  along,  and  in  all  their  marches  never  before  suffered  so 
severely  from  heat  and  fatigue.  Fifty  miles  were  passed  over 
in  the  latter  part  of  July  in  less  than  two  and  a  half  days.  Five- 
or  six  from  our  regiment  alone,  men  who  had  participated  in 
all  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  fell  down  as  they  marched 
along,  utterly  overcome  by  heat  and  fatigue,  some  of  whom 
never  fully  recovered  from  its  eflPects.  It  was  cruel  and  hearts 
less,  because  useless. 

The  regiment  reached  its  former  camp  in  the  rear  of  Vicks- 
burg  about  1  o'clock  A.  m.  of  the  23d,  and  marched  into  Vicks^ 
burg  on  the  following  morning,  encamping  on  the  river  bank 
about  a  mile  below  t^e  city.  The  city  itself  was  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition.  .  All  life  and  energy  had  been  swept  out 
of  it  by  the  terrible  ordeal  through  which  it  had  recently 
passed.  Of  the  citizens,  some  had  fled  North  seeking  peace 
and  rest,  while  others,  following  the  fortunes  of  the  Southern 
cause,  sought  relief  within  their  own  lines.  The  debris  of  a 
large  army  cooped  up  within  its  limits  for  47  days  had  ren- 
dered it  almost  uninhabitable.  Munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds 
were  lying  about  in  every  direction,  as  if  left  where  they  were 
last  used,  or  as  if  the  contents  of  some  mighty  arsenal  had 
been  suddenly  hurled  into  the  air  and  scattered  within  its 
Iimits,shattering  its  dwellings  and  spreading  destruction  every- 
where to  life  and  property.  Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of 
the  world  has  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  city  to  undergo  an  equal 
amount  of  bombardment  from  all  sides  for  so  long  a  period. 

Many  were  the  victims  reported  to  have  fallen  while  quietly 
walking  along  its  streets.  Upon  either  side  of  the  streets  and 
along  the  bluffs  were  to  be  seen  the  underground  dwellings 
whither  the  inhabitants  had  fled  for  safety.  Some  of  them 
were  floored  and  carpeted,  and  presented  a  tolerable  appear- 
ance of  comfort,  but,  having  only  one  narrow  door  for  the  in- 
gress  of  light,  must  have  been  very  dark  prisons.  Add  to  this 
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the  pangs  of  buDger  and  the  long  suspense,  and  we  have  a 
picture  of  physical  suflFering  scarcely  equalled  in  the  annals  of 
the  world.  Of  course  all  the  citizens  who  had  chosen  to  leave 
the  city  were  allowed  to  do  so  at  the  outset  of  the  siege. 
Those  who  remained  will  not  be  likely  so  to  elect  again.  The 
city  had  been  stubbornly  defended  to  the  last,  and  its  fall  was 
a  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  rebellion.  It 
dragged  down  with  it  Port  Hudson,  the  last  barrier  to  our 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River.  This  accomplished,  the 
scene  of  important  movements  shifted  immediately  to  east 
Tennessee,  and  thence  proceeded  until  the  Confederacy  was 
again  severed  by  the  legions  under  Sherman.  With  what  pride 
the  soldiers  of  that  army  gazed  upon  the  bosom  of  the  mighty 
river  freed  at  last  from  all  rebel  dominion  after  two  years  of 
bloodshed!  From  the  first  hour  that  the  sullen  boom  of  the 
cannon  on  the  bluffs  behind  us  had  announced  opposition  to 
its  free  navigation,  theyoung  West  had  dedicated  herself  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  presumptuous  enemy.  Her  sons  standing 
npon  the  river  bank  on  that  morning  felt  that  she  had  fulfilled 
her  pledge.  It  only  remained  to  destroy  the  foe  still  in  arms, 
and  its  waters  would  be  free  for  navigation  forevermore. 

The  work  of  refitting  the  army  after  its  long  and  arduous 
campaign  was  immediately  begun.  As  all  needful  supplies 
were  at  hand,  this  occupied  but  a  few  days.  Orders  were 
issued  allowing  five  per  cent,  of  the  command  to  visit  their 
homes  on  thirty  days'  furloughs. 

Orders  were  received  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  then  under  command  of  Gen.  Banks.  Embark- 
ing on  board  of  transports,  the  division  left  Vicksburg  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  August.  Proceeding  directly  to 
Natchez,  our  regiment  disembarked  on  the  4th  inst.  The 
city  was  almost  as  silent  and  lifeless  as  a  churchyard.  The 
wealthy  portion  of  the  late  inhabitants  had  fled  to  the  inte- 
rior, bearing  away  with  them  the  greater  portion  of  their 
slaves,  in  anticipation  of  its  early  occupation  by  our  forces. 
The  streets,  however,  were  very  clean,  as  it  had  never  suffered 
by   the  prefisence  of  any  large  force  within  its  limits.     All 
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places  of  business  were  closed  and  Sunday  seemed  to  prevail 
throughout  the  entire  week.  The  troops  were  encamped  im- 
mediately back  of  the  city.  Rest,  after  the  late  toilsome  cam- 
paign, was  here  promised  them.  The  arrangements  for  their 
comfort  were  still  incomplete  when  orders  were  again  re- 
ceived to  re-embark  on  the  11th  inst. — having  remained  but 
one  week.  Two  days  later  we  again  encamped  at  CarroUton, 
Louisiana.  Here  we  were  doomed  to  swelter  through  a 
month  of  laborious  rest  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  under  the  broiling  August  sun,  unrelieved  by  breeze  or 
shade.  Quitting  CarroUton  on  the  13th  of  September,  the 
command  proceeded  by  rail  from  Algiers  to  Brashear  City, 
one  hundred  miles  distant,  arriving  the  following  day.  Bra- 
shear  City  is  situated  on  Berwick  Bay,  and  is  about  thirty- five 
miles  inland.  It  is  an  inconsiderable  village,  surrounded  by 
swamps  and  infested  with  mosquitoes  from  January  to  Decem- 
ber of  each  year.  The  bay  is  less  than  a  mile  in  width  at  this 
point,  but  affords  an  excellent  harbor.  The  wharf  and  depot 
buildings  are  extensive  and  commodious.  An  enormous 
supply  of  Confederate  and  quarter-master's  stores  were  cap- 
tured by  a  few  daring  Texans  during  Gen.  Banks'  advance 
upon  Port  Hudson.  Upon  one  side  of  the  building  the  Rebels 
had  facetiously  posted  in  large  letters  the  following  words: 
"Major-Gen'l  Banks,  Chief  C.  S.,  Stonewall  Jackson's  army 
and  Chief  of  Ordinance  for  the  Rebel  Army  in  Louisiana!" 
Meanwhile  preparations  were  being  made  for  an  advance 
through  the  Teche  region,  one  of  the  finest  and  richest  in  the 
South.  Four  days  were  occupied  in  crossing  over  the  troops. 
The  army  set  out  from  the  imaginary  city  of  Berwick  on  the 
morning  of  October  3.  Strict  orders  were  issued  forbidding 
any  foraging,  except  by  details  organized  for  that  purpose; 
but  the  habit  of  living  oflF  the  country,  acquired  in  the  late 
campaign,  rendered  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  commanding  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
order  in  a  region  where  yams,  pork,  beef  and  poultry 
abounded.  A  natural  suspicion  that  the  Government  was  not 
being  benefited  by  the  vast  quantities  of  sugar  and  cotton 
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which  were  being  collected  and  forwarded  to  Brashear  City  by 
speculators,  doubtless  increased  the  desire  to  disobey  the 
order.  Gen.  Ord  expostulated,  threatened  and  punished,  but 
withal  effected  very  little.  He  then  increased  the  beef  ration 
to  two  and  a  half  pounds  per  day,  sent  out  yam  details,  but 
still  pork  and  poultry  found  their  way  into  camp.  An  order 
then  appeared  permitting  citizens  to  use  arms  in  defense  of 
their  property.  This  exasperated  the  troops  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  he  could  find  no  guard  who  would  molest  the  for- 
agers. The  corps  yielded  a  willing  obedience  to  all  other 
particulars,  although  the  General's  determination  in  this 
matter  had  rendered  him  exceedingly  unpopular. 

The  army  moved  forward  leisurely  and  uninterruptedly. 
The  1,500  troops  under  Gen.  Green  could  do  comparatively 
nothing  in  opposing  the  advance  of  the  two  corps,  the  13th  and 
19th.  Their  cavalry  would  occasionally  attack  a  foraging  party, 
but  seldom  inflicted  any  other  damage  than  to  facilitate  their 
return  to  camp.  The  advance  occupied  Vermillion ville  Octo- 
ber 10,  where  the  army  rested  until  the  21st.  The  weather 
now  began  to  grow  cooler,  and  many  suffered  from  an  insuf- 
ficiency of  proper  clothing  for  the  season.  A  cold,  drizzling 
rain  setting  in  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  continued  through- 
out the  day.  All  will  long  remember  that  day  as  one  of  the 
most  dismal  and  disagreeable  in  their  experience.  The  troops 
encamped  about  Opelousas  on  the  evening  of  this  day.  A 
few  only  advanced  beyond  here.     A  little  more  than  a  week  | 

was  occupied  in  eating  out  the  corn  stores,  to  give  place  to 
cotton  and  sugar  in  the  wagons,  when  the  conquering  army 
set  out  on  its  return. 

Thus  far  the  enemy  had  not  favored  us  with  a  skirmish. 
The  army  marched  to  Carencro  Bayou  November  1.  On 
the  following  day  the  19th  corps  continued  its  march  to- 
wards New  Iberia.  The  13th  corps  had  one  brigade  under 
Gen.  Bur  bridge  posted  about  three  miles  in  advance  of  the 
main  body  of  the  troops.  The  brigade  remained  thus  situated 
through  the  2d.  During  the  day  small  bodies  of  the  enemy 
were  observed  scouting  about  the  lines,  but  his  known  weak- 
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ness  dispelled  all  tears  of  his  being  able  to  cope  with  any  part 
of  our  force  so  situated.  During  the  day  a  lamentable  disas- 
ter occurred  to  the  24th.  A  foraging  party  was  sent  out 
under  command  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Gue,  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing sweet  potatoes.  They  were  not  more  than  two  miles  from 
camp  and  were  busily  engaged  in  loading  the  wagons,  when 
a  party  of  some  thirty  horsemen  were  observed  about  half  a 
mile  away,  but  apparently  dressed  in  blue,  and  created  no  fears 
among  the  foragers.  One  of  the  party,  appearing  to  be  an» 
officer,  leaving  his  companions,  rode  slowly  towards  the  fence, 
as  if  desirous  to  speak  with  those  within  the  field.  The  Cap- 
tain rode  out  to  meet  him  and  ascertain  his  business  there. 
The  horseman  rode  up  to  the  fence  about  sixty  rods  distant 
from  the  party  and  stopped.  It  is  somewhat  wonderful  that 
in  a  country  known  to  be  infested  with  guerrillas  the  Cap- 
tain should  have  advanced  so  far,  but  impelled  by  a  strange 
fatality  he  continued  until  within  ten  or  fifteen  rods  of  the 
man,  when  the  Rebel,  disguised  in  a  blue  uniform  of  the  U. 
S.  army,  drew  up  a  carbine  and  shot  him  through  the  left 
breast,  killing  him  almost  instantly.  It  was  but  the  work  of 
a  moment  for  him  to  leap  the  fence  and  rob  his  victim.  This 
done,  he  hastily  withdrew  with  his  booty.  The  detail  fired 
several  ineflFectual  shots  at  him,  and  hurried  rapidly  to  the 
Captain's  side.  One  of  the  party  was  dispatched  to  the  camp 
for  assistance  in  case  of  an  attack,  while  the  remainder  placed 
the  body  in  the  wagon  and  secured  the  Captain's  horse.  Com- 
pany C  was  immediately  sent  to  their  assistance.  Satisfied 
with  the  result  of  their  cowardly  exploit,  the  enemy  made  no 
further  attempt  upon  the  party  of  fifteen  men  with  the  wagon, 
and  all  soon  after  returned  in  safety  to  camp.  The  Captain 
was  a  gallant  and  able  young  officer,  and  his  tragic  death  was 
lamented  by  the  entire  regiment.  He  was  buried  on  a  little 
knoll  near  the  encampment  on  the  day  following.* 


*  Twenty-one  years  after  bis  burial  on  tbe  banks  of  Carencro  Bayon,  in  westernr 
Louisiana,  bis  grave  was  found  by  his  brother,  B.  F.  Que,  who  had  gone  south  for 
that  purpose.  By  order  of  the  War  Department  his  remains  were  removed  to  tb& 
great  National  Cemetery  at  Viclcsburg,  where  rested  hundreds  of  his  comrades  who- 
fell  at  the  battle  of  Champion  Hill.    Captain  Gue  had  been  severely  wounded  ia 
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The  work  of  paying  off  the  troops  nnder  command  of  Gen- 
eral Bnrbridge  was  begnn  on  the  following  morning.  While 
this  was  being  done,  the  enemy  made  a  sndden  and  unex- 
pected attack  upon  them  and  succeeded  in  routing  the  greater 
portion  before  they  were  prepared  to  meet  him.  Troops  were 
immediately  sent  to  their  assistance,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
beating  off  the  enemy,  but  not  until  he  had  killed  many  and 
secured  a  number  of  prisoners.  A  deserter  had,  no  doubt, 
reported  the  condition  and  situation  of  the  troops,  upon  which 
General  Green,  who  had  been  hovering  about  our  lines,  deter- 
mined to  make  the  assault  with  a  view  of  inflicting  whatever 
injury  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  He  succeeded 
but  too  well,  escaping  with  small  loss  to  his  command.  He 
is  the  same  general  who  afterwards  led  his  troops  in  a  charge 
upon  a  gunboat  above  Grand  Ecore  during  the  Red  River 
campaign,  losing  his  head  by  a  cannon  ball  as  a  result  of  his 
temerity. 

During  the  absence  of  the  troops  in  front,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  pillage  the  camp,  the  enemy  doubtless  supposing  it 
to  have  been  left  unprotected.  Companies  H  and  K,  under 
Major  Ed  Wright,  had  been  dispatched  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  camp,  and  arrived  just  in  time  to  frustrate  their  design. 
A  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  four  of  the  enemy  were 
killed  and  the  remainder  put  to  rout  without  any  damage 
whatever  to  our  boys.  The  19th  Corps  returned  during  the 
night  of  the  3d,  and  rumors  having  been  circulated  that  the 
enemy  had  been  greatly  reinforced,  an  attack  was  anticipated 
on  the  following  morning,  but  he  failed  to  make  his  appearance. 

The  army  resumed  its  march  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
inst.,  and  camped  on  Vermillion  Bayou,where  it  remained  with- 
out further  molestation  until  the  16th.  Proceeding  to  New 
Iberia,  it  remained  there  until  the  19th  of  December.  During 


that  battle  in  May,  while  leading  birs  company  in  the  desperate  charge  of  the  gal> 
lant  Twenty-fQurth  on  a  Rebel  battery*  The  regiment  lost  84  killed  and  100  wounded 
and  missing  in  that  charge.  Captain  Que  had  bnt  jnst  recovered  from  his  wound  at 
Champion  Hill,  and  thus  perished  in  the  first  service  he  was  able  to  undertake  after 
that  battle. 
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OUT  month's  stay  here,  vast  qnantities  of  sugar  and  cotton  were 
brought  in  from  the  surrounding  country  and  shipped  to  New 
Orleans.  It  was  estimated  that  one  hundred  teams  were  daily 
employed  in  this  business.  Two  a^giments  were  daily  sent 
out  as  guards  with  the  teams.  From  New  Iberia  these  pro- 
ducts  were  shipped  to  Brashear  City  upon  small  steamers 
navigating  Bayou  Teche.  The  country  about  is  exceedingly 
fine  and  thoroughly  cultivated.  The  immense  quantity  of 
sugar  stored  away  from  the  crops  of  three  previous  years 
seemed  almost  incredible.  Each  plantation  had  its  own  sugar 
mill,  in  which  were  stored  from  one  to  five  hundred  and  in 
some  cases  one  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar.  It  has  not  yet 
come  to  light  whether  "Uncle  Sam"  was  greatly  enriched 
from  his  share  of  this  property.  Had  he  procured  all  of  it, 
it  would  not  have  remunerated  him  for  the  expense  of  that 
useless  expedition. 

While  here  Col.  Slack,  our  brigade  commander,  went  home 
on  leave  of  absence,  and  the  command  of  the  brigade  fell  upon 
Colonel  W.  H.  Ray  nor  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  a  quiet,  gentle- 
manly oflScer.  Colonel  Wilds,  with  ten  men,  was  also  ordered 
home  on  recruiting  service,  leaving  the  regiment  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Ed  Wright.  The  troops  set  out  on  their 
return  to  New  Orleans  on  the  19th  of  December.  Marching 
to  Brashear  City,  they  were  transported  by  rail  from  there  to 
Algiers,  where  they  arrived  December  25.  We  were  paid  oflp 
the  day  of  our  arrival.  The  regiment  wallowed  about  in  the 
mire  of  this  camp  until  January  21,  1864,  when  our  brigade 
started  for  Madisonville,  where  it  arrived  the  23d.  During 
the  expedition  the  command  was  composed  of  the  19th  Army 
Corps  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Franklin,  the 
13th  Army  Corps  under  Major  General  Ord,  and  a  small  body 
of  cavalry  under  General  Lee — Major  General  Banks  being  in 
command  of  the  whole  army.  The  campaign  was  conducted 
in  the  most  approved  style.  The  soldiers  were  well  supplied 
with  rations,  transportation,  etc.  A  signal  corps  and  military 
telegraph  formed  a  part  of  its  ornamental  appendages,  and  if 
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the  expense  was  great  and  the  results  small,  we  were  at  least 
a  victorious  army,  with  "none  to  molest  or  make  us  afraid.*^ 

January,  1864. — The  regiment  was  now  in  the  2d  brigade, 
3d  Division,  13th  Army  Corps,  Colonel  W.  H.  Raynor,  56th 
Ohio,  commanding,  and  General  George  F.  McGinnis  com- 
manding the  division.  We  went  into  camp  at  Algiers,  Louisi- 
ana; the  weather  was  very  wet,  mud  and  water  rendering  the 
camp  almost  impassable  to  man  or  beast.  Frequently,  after  a 
heavy  rain,  the  water  would  raise  several  inches  on  the  floors 
of  the  tents.  We  remained  ia  this  condition  until  the  14th, 
when  General  McGinnis  procured  the  warehouses  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  immediately  below  town,  and  ordered  the  regiment 
moved  there.  These  warehouses  were  large  and  had  a  fine 
pier  in  front,  for  recreation.  Here  we  remained  and  enjoyed 
ourselves  hugely  until  the  21st,  when  the  division  was  assigned 
to  the  "District  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans,"  commanded 
by  Major  General  Reynolds,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Briga- 
dier General  Grover  at  Madisonvilie,  Louisiana,  a  small  town 
on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

The  regiment  left  Algiers  on  the  21st,  moved  by  railroad 
to  Lake  Port,  and  from  there  to  Madisonvilie  on  the  steamer 
N.  P.  Banks,  arriving  at  midnight  of  the  21st,  and  bivouacked 
in  the  streets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  we  went  into  camp  west  of  town 
on  a  sand  ridge.  We  were  ordered  to  make  our  camp  as 
pleasant  as  possible,  as  we  should  probably  remain  in  it  for 
some  months,  consequently  the  camp  was  laid  out  according 
to  the  latest  and  most  approved  style,  and  beautifully  decor- 
ated with  small  pine  trees  in  which  the  country  abounds.  We 
remained  in  this  camp  until  the  end  of  the  month,  spending 
the  time  pleasantly,  building  fortifications,  drilling,  etc.  This 
was  the  most  pleasant  camp  it  had  ever  been  the  privilege  of 
the  24th  to  enjoy  since  leaving  Camp  Strong  at  Muscatine. 
It  was  not  unusual  to  hear  the  remark  made  by  both  officers 
and  men  that  they  would  be  willing  to  spend  the  balance  of 
their  natural  lives  soldiering,  providing  they  could  do  it  in  a 
camp  like  that. 
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February  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Madison- 
yille,  Louisiana,  spending  the  time  in  the  usual  camp  duties, 
such  as  building  works,  doing  picket  duty,  drilling,  etc.  We 
remained  until  the  26th,  when  we  were  ordered  to  ship  on 
board  the  steamer  Kate  Dale  for  Lake  Port  and  thence  by 
railroad  to  New  Orleans.  We  left  Madisonville  at  sunset  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th  and  arrived  at  Lake  Port  at  10  o'clock. 
We  shipped  our  "traps"  from  the  boat  to  the  cars,  then  Jaid 
down  on  the  upper  side  of  the  depot  floor  and  slept  till 
morning. 

At  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  regiment 
started  for  New  Orleans,  and  arrived  in  due  time.  We  trans- 
ferred our  goods  from  the  cars  to  the  ferry  boat  and  from 
the  boat  to  the  camp  at  Algiers,  La.,  by  sunset  the  same  even- 
ing.     On  the  28th  we  arranged  camp  and  prepared  to  live. 

On  the  29th  we  were  mustered  for  pay. 

Margh  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Algiers,  La. 
We  received  notice  that  on  the  3d  of  the  month  a  review 
would  come  off  by  the  Commanding  General.  The  review 
passed  oflF  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  did  its  duty  well ;  was  especially  complimented  by  the 
General  for  the  beauty  of  its  marching  and  maneuvers  gener- 
ally. 4th. — We  were  ordered  to  ship  on  the  cars  for  Berwick 
Bay,  La.  We  transferred  all  our  "traps"  to  the  cars,  and 
vrere  ready  to  move  by  12  o'clock  M.,  when  we  received  a  tele- 
gram that  a  bridge  was  broken,  and  we  would  probably  have 
to  remain  at  Algiers  several  days,  consequently  everything 
was  again  transferred  to  camp,  the  tents  were  pitched  and 
matters  put  in  condition  for  living.  5th. — We  were  ordered 
to  load  on  the  cars  again  for  Berwick  Bay,  at  which  place  we 
arrived  at  midnight  on  the  6th,  and  went  into  camp  about  a 
mile  from  the  bay.  We  were  ordered  to  turn  over  all  camp 
and  garrison  equipage  that  could  be  dispensed  with  on  an  ex- 
pedition, send  back  to  New  Orleans  all  extra  baggage,  and 
prepare  for  a  lengthy  and  rapid  expedition,  which  we  obeyed 
io  the  letter.  Company  P  was  here  detailed  as  Provost  Guards 
-and  ordered  to  report  to  the  Division  Commander.     We  left 
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Berwick  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  forShreveport,La., 
on  what  is  generally  known  as  Banks'  Red  River  Expedition, 
Colonel  W.  H.  Ray  nor  commanding  brigade,  General  Cam- 
eron commanding  3d  Division,  and  General  Ransom  com- 
manding 13th  A.  C,  consisting  of  the  3d  and  4:th  Divisions. 
We  arrived  at  Franklin,  La.,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th; 
rested  one  day  and  drew  some  clothing  and  ammunition.  We 
left  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  and  arrived  at  Washington  on 
the  evening  of  the  20th.  Here  we  came  up  with  the  19th  A. 
C,  under  command  of  Major  General  Franklin.  Rested  on  the 
21st,  we  left  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  arriving  at  Alexandria 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th  and  went  into  camp  about  two 
miles  above  town  on  the  banks  of  Rapides  Bayou.  Resting 
the  27th,  we  commenced  the  march  again,  taking  the  ad- 
vance on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  arriving  at  Kane  river  on 
the  evening  of  the  29th,  where  we  had  to  build  a  bridge,  which 
was  completed  on  the  30th.  On  the  31st  we  resumed  the 
march,  arriving  at  Natchitoches  at  noon  on  the  1st  of  April, 
having  traveled  during  the  month  by  railroad  100  miles,  and 
marched  290  miles.  The  weather  had  been  fine  all  the  time, 
the  roads  were  good,  and  everything  passed  ofiF  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned. 

April  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Natchitoches  and 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when  we  took  up  our 
line  of  march  for  Shreveport.  We  arrived  at  Pleasant  Hill  on 
the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  found  the  cavalry  skirmishing  in 
front.  The  brigade  was  ordered  out  to  support  the  cavalry. 
We  marched  about  one  mile,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  left.  The  brigade  then  returned  to  camp  with 
orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  At 
daylight  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  the  4th  division  hav- 
ing the  advance.  Companies  A,  D,  I,  C  and  H  having  been 
detailed  as  escort  for  the  train,  were  left  back.  About  8  o'clock 
p.  M.  our  advance  came  up  with  the  enemy,  but  drove  him 
without  any  difficulty. 

Upon  arriving  at  St.  Patrick's  Bayou  the  3d  division  was 
ordered  into  camp  to  remain  until  the  19th  Corps  came  ujp^as 
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it  was  understood  we  had  found  the  enemy  in  force,  and  would 
make  a  grand  attack  the  next  morning.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  we 
were  ordered  forward,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Sabine 
Cross  Roads,  or  Mansfield.  After  the  battle  was  over  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Pleasant  Hill. 

Major  Wright  having  been  detailed  to  command  the  brig- 
ade, Captain  Martin  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.  We 
arrived  at  Pleasant  Hill  about  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  when  the  detachment  of  the  13th  Army  Corps,  under 
command  of  General  Cameron  (General  Ransom  having  been 
severely  wounded),  consisting  of  the  3d  and  4th  divisions,  was 
ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  trains  and  proceed  to  Grand 
Ecore  on  Red  River.  We  started  about  12  o'clock  M.  and 
arrived  at  Grand  Ecore  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  and  went 
into  camp.  We  remained  at  Grand  Ecore  until  the  22d,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  regiment  threw  up  strong  fortifications. 
Here  Major  Wright  returned  to  the  regiment,  having  been 
relieved  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilson  of  the  28th  Iowa,  as 
Brigade  Commander.  We  left  Grand  Ecore  on  the  morning 
of  the  22d  and  reached  Kane  River  about  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of 
the  23d,  where  we  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  contesting  our  crossing.  We  moved 
up  the  river  to  the  right,  waded  it,  and  by  making  a  circuitous 
march  flanked  him  and  drove  him  out,  put  down  a  bridge  and 
by  10  o'clock  next  day  Banks'  army  was  all  safe  across, 
when  we  again  took  up  the  march  for  Alexandria,  arriving 
thereon  the  evening  of  the  25th.  During  this  retreat  I  think 
we  had  some  of  the  most  tiresome  marches  we  ever  experienced, 
marching  all  day  and  all  night.  Men  would  go  to  sleep  walk- 
ing along  the  road.  We  remained  at  Alexandria  the  remainder 
of  the  month,  threw  up  some  slight  works  and  did  some  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  a  few  of  whom  followed  us  up.  Be- 
fore leaving  Grand  Ecore  Company  A  was  detailed  U>  guard 
the  steamer  Hetty  Gilmore  to  Alexandria.  During  the  trip 
the  guerrillas  made  an  attempt  to  capture  the  boat.  A  sharp 
fight  ensued  in  which  the  company  had  two  men  severely 
wounded.  Sergeant  Chas.  Wager  and  Private  R.  McKinley. 
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The  guerrillas  were  driven  ofiF,  and  the  company  returned  to 
the  regiment  upon  its  arrival  at  Alexandria.  We  were  mus- 
tered for  pay  on  the  30th.  Colonel  Slack  of  the  47th  Indiana 
returned  and  took  command  of  the  brigade,  General  Cameron 
of  the  Division,  and  General  Lawler  of  the  detachment  of  the 
13th  Army  Corps. 

Mat  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Alexandria;  the 
next  day  it  was  ordered  out  to  the  front,  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, driving  the  enemy  about  three  miles,  when  we  were 
ordered  back,  and  encamped  behind  a  briar  hedge,  two  miles 
north  of  Alexandria.  Here  Lieut.  Col.  Wilds  joined  the 
regiment,  having  been  absent  since  December  6,  on  recruiting 
service  in  Iowa.  We  remained  there  until  the  4th,  when  we 
were  ordered  forward  and  llrove  the  enemy  to  Middle  Bayou; 
then  fell  back  to  camp  again  and  remained  until  the  6th,  when 
we  were  ordered  forward  with  the  3d  and  4th  divisions  of  the 
13th  A.  C.  under  command  of  Gen.  Lawler.  We  drove  the 
enemy  to  Middle  Bayou  and  encamped  for  the  night.  We 
moved  forward  the  next  morning  and  drove  the  enemy  to  the 
bridge  across  Bayou  Rapides,  which  is  about  twelve  mileis 
north  of  Alexandria.  We  killed  a  major  and  wounded  a  few 
of  the  enemy  and  had  several  men  slightly  wounded.  The 
command  fell  back  that  night  and  encamped  on  Middle  Bayou 
until  the  13th,  when  Gen.  Banks  commenced  his  retreat  from 
Alexandria.  We  arrived  at  Simsport  on  the  evening  of  the 
17th,  and  remained  there  doing  picket  duty,  etc.,  whilst  a 
bridge  was  being  built  across  the  Atchafalaya  river.  Crossing 
the  Atchafalaya  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  we  arrived  at  the 
Mississippi  river  near  the  mouth  of  Red  river  on  the  morning 
of  the  21st,  and  at  Morganza  Bend  on  the  evening  of  the  22d. 
We  remained  at  Morganza  Bend  until  the  end  of  the  month. 
During  the  stay  at  Morganza  the  regiment  went  out  to  the 
Atchafalaya  on  a  reconnaissance  and  was  fired  into  by  a  small 
band  of  guerrillas  concealed  in  the  bushes,  killing  Captain  B. 
G.  Paul  of  Company  K  and  wounding  four  enlisted  men. 

June  1. — Regiment  went  into  camp  at  Morganza  Bend, 
between  the  levee  and  river,  with  but  very  little  protection.  j 
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from  the  rays  of  a  southern  sun,  which  caused  a  number  of 
cases  of  sickness.  We  left  Morganza  Bend  on  the  13th,  arriv- 
ing at  Carroliton  next  morning,  and  went  into  camp  at  Green- 
ville Station  on  the  New  Orieans  &  Carroliton  Railroad.  We 
remained  in  this  camp  until  the  2 1st,  when  we  moved  to  Kenner- 
ville,  a  small  town  on  the  New  Orleans  &  Jackson  Eailroad, 
about  sixteen  miles  from  New  Orleans.  We  remained  at 
Kennerville  until  the  26th,  when  a  **big  scare"  was  gotten 
up  at  Thibodeaux,  and  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  Cameron  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would 
admit;  consequently  we  immediately  started  for  Algiers, 
where  we  took  the  railroad  and  arrived  at  Thibodeaux  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  finding  everything  quiet  along  the  lines. 
We  went  into  camp  and  commence  preparing  the  rolls  to 
muster  for  pay,  which  we  did  on  the  30th,  without  further 
interruption. 

July  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Thibodeaux; 
had  a  "big  time"  on  the  4th — stars  shone  brightly,  eagles 
spread  their  wings — and  several  of  the  lesser  lights  tried  to 
display  their  oratorical  powers  in  proving  that  the  Rebellion 
was  near  its  end.  On  the  6th  we  received  orders  to  be  ready 
to  move  on  the  next  morning  for  Algiers  by  railroad,  where  we 
were  to  report  to  Major- General  Reynolds  for  embarkation  to 
some  unknown  point.  We  arrived  at  Algiers  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th  and  went  into  camp  near  the  railroad  depot,  where  we 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  22d.  During  our  stay  the 
regiment  was  supplied  with  an  entire  new  outfit  of  arms  and 
accoutrements,  turning  over  the  old  Enfield  rifles  which  had 
become  much  worn  by  service,  receiving  in  lieu  thereof  new 
Springfield  rifled  muskets  and  accoutrements.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  21st  orders  came  to  embark  on  the  transport  "Star 
of  the  South*';  obeyed  orders,  and  by  9  o'clock  next  morning 
everything  was  in  readiness  to  start  on  the  unknown  jour, 
ney.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  just  after 
dark,  we  could  not  cross  the  bar  till  morning.  Next  morn- 
ing about  sunrise  we  weighed  anchor  and  bade  adieu  to  the 
**Father  of  Waters."  After  passing  the  bar,  the  sealed  orders 
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irere  <^ned  and  read.  These  orders  directed  us  to  report  to 
ihe  commanding  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe.  After  passing 
Ihrongh  the  necessary  amount  of  sea  sickness  required  to 
make  a  sea  voyage  pleasant,  and  without  anything  having 
happened  of  particular  interest,  we  arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe 
on  the  evening  of  the  29th  and  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Halleck,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Reaching 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  where  we 
had  to  ship  all  our  goods  on  another  boat,  as  the  Star  of  the 
South  could  not  sail  up  as  far  as  Washington,  a  ferry  boat 
carried  us  to  the  "City  of  Magnificent  Distances"  about  12 
o'clock  the  same  night.  We  unloaded  our  goods  upon  the 
wharf,  made  down  our  beds  and  slept  until  morning.  The 
command  reported  to  Gen.  Halleck  the  next  day,  and  received 
orders  to  store  all  extra  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  extra 
baggage,  and  report  to  Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  Emory,  commanding 
19th  A.  C,  atMonocacy,  Maryland,  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
storing  was  all  attended  to  properly  and  at  dark  we  were 
going  for  Monocacy  as  fast  as  steam  could  carry  us.  We 
reached  Monocacy  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  August 

August  1. — The  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Monocacy, 
Maryland,  near  the  pike  leading  to  Frederick,  Col.  Wilds 
•commanding  the  brigade  and  Col.  Molineaux  commanding 
the  division.  We  remained  there  until  the  evening  of  the 
4th,  when  a  big  scare  occurring  at  Harper's  Ferry,  we  were 
ordered  on  board  the  cars  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Arriv- 
ing at  Harper's  Ferry  about  midnight,  we  moved  out  to  the 
works  on  the  Winchester  Pike  and  slept  on  our  arms.  Leav- 
ing Harper's  Ferry  on  the  6th,  we  moved  out  to  Halltown 
and  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  leading  to  Charles- 
lown,  a  place  rendered  historical  by  the  trial  of  old  John 
Brown.  We  left  Halltown  on  the  10th  in  search  of  Gen. 
Early,  who  was  reported  to  have  an  army  of  some  30,000 
men  endeavoring  to  make  another  raid  into  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  We  arrived  at  Cedar  Creek,  a  small  stream 
rising  west  of  Little  North  Mountain  and  emptying  into  the 
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north  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  near  Strasburg,  on  tha^even^ 
ing  of  the  12th.  Here  we  remained  until  the  15th,  when  it 
becoming  evident  that  Early  would  not  give  us  fight  in  that 
position,  we  fell  back  to  near  Charlestown,  arriving  there  on 
the  18th.  Here  Gen.  Grover  came  up  with  reinforcements 
from  Washington  and  a  reorganization  took  place.  The  24th 
was  assigned  to  the  4th  Brigade,  2d  Division,  19th  Army 
Corps,  Col.  D.  Shunk,  8th  Ind.  Vet.  Vols., commanding brig^ 
ade,  Gen.  Grover  commanding  2d  Division,  and  Brevet  Maj.- 
Gen.  Emory  commanding  19th  A.  C. 

The  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  now  consisted  of  two  divi- 
sions of  the  19th  A.  C,  Gen.  Emory  commanding — the  6th 
Corps,  Maj.- Gen.  Wright  commanding,  the  Army  of  Western 
Virginia  commanded  by  Gen.  Crook,  and  about  10,000  cavalry^ 
commanded  by  Gen.  Torbert — in  all  about  40,000  under  com- 
mand of  Maj. -Gen.  Sheridan.  Bemaining  at  Charlestown  until 
the  21st,  the  army  moved  to  Bolivar  Heights,  between  Hall- 
town  and  Harper's  Ferry,  and  entrenched.  On  the  28thit  waa 
moved  out  about  two  miles  southwest  of  Charlestown,  where 
it  entrenched.     Then  we  mustered  for  pay  on  September  1. 

NoTB. — Mr.  Smith's  history  of  the  Twenty- fourth  Iowa  Infantry  enda 
here.  He  did  not  live  to  complete  it.  There  is,  however,  a  oontinnation 
of  the  history  of  the  regiment  in  the  report  of  Gen.  Ed  Wright  to  the  Ad> 
jatant  General  of  Iowa,  in  1865.  This,  with  possibly  other  data,  wiU  be 
presented  in  an  early  nnmber  of  Thk  AMNAXiS,  completing  the  narrative 
down  to  the  close  of  the  war. 


WHO  WROTE  THE  POEM  "THERE  IS  NO  DEATH"  ^ 


A  letter  from  the  Author,  J.  L.  MoCbesbt,  an  Iowa  man. 


Deab  Sib:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  request  that  I  fumisb 
you  a  full  account  of  the  origin  of  the  verses  beginning, 
"There  is  no  Death";  of  the  circumstances  that  led  to  their 
being  ascribed  to  Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton;  and  of  the 
reasons  of  my  making  certain  changes  therein  upon  repub- 
lishing them  in  the  little  volume  of  my  poems  entitled^ 
"Songs  of  Toil  and  Triumph." 
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Not  foreseeing  the  notoriety  that  was  destined  to  attach  to 
these  verses,  I  did  not  mark  down  in  my  diary  (if  I  kept  one) 
the  exact  date  when  I  wrote  them  The  nearest  I  can  come 
to  it  is  to  say,  that  it  was  in  February  or  March  of  1863.  I 
was  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa.  One 
pleasant  Saturday  afternoon  I  was  riding  from  the  northwest- 
em  part  of  the  county,  by  way  of  Forestville  and  Manchester, 
to  my  home  at  the  then  county  seat — Delhi.  My  (borrowed) 
horse  could  go  no  faster  than  a  walk,  the  most  of  the  way,  as 
the  last  of  the  winter's  snow  was  thawing  from  the  ground, 
and  the  roads  were  very  muddy;  so  the  journey,  of  about 
twenty  miles,  was  not  finished  until  after  dark. 

My  early  education  had  all  been  with  a  view  to  the  (Metho- 
dist) ministry;  St.  Paul  and  John  Wesley  were  the  unap- 
proachable heroes  of  my  boyhood — and  I  have  lost  none  of 
my  admiration  for  them  yet.  But  I  had  become  skeptical  re- 
garding many  points  of  dogma  regarded  as  essential  by  ortho- 
dox churches.  My  mental  and  moral  make-up  was  such  that 
I  could  not  preach  what  I  did  not  believe ;  and  I  did  not  recog- 
nize in  myself  any  special  fitness  for  any  other  calling.  True, 
I  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  The  Dela- 
ware County  Journal,  but  the  prospect  was  that  the  mortgage 
I  had  given  for  the  purchase  money  of  the  office  would  be 
foreclosed  in  a  few  months;  it  was  doubtful  what  sort  of 
farmer  I  would  make,  and  it  was  certain  that  it  would  be  a 
long  time  before  I  could  earn  money  enough  to  buy  a  farm ; 
and  my  muscular  development  was  not  such  as  to  warrant  me 
success  in  sawing  wood.  In  short,  I  was,  as  respects  a  purpose 
in  this  life  or  a  theory  of  my  destiny  in  another,  adrift  without 
chart  or  compass  upon  a  boundless  sea  of  uncertainty.  The 
fundamental  question  as  to  whether  there  was  any  such  thing 
as  a  personal  existence  hereafter  was  one  upon  which  I  was 
bestowing  most  serious  consideration.  True,  I  had  read  what 
Emerson  says:  "Concerning  immortality  the  soul,  when 
properly  employed,  is  incurious."  But  I  had  not  reached  the 
Emersonian  altitude  of  altruism.  With  the  question  as  to 
personal  immortality  settled  in  the  affirmative,  I  felt  that  pretty^  ^  ^  ^T  ^ 
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mQch  everything  else,  in  this  world  or  any  other,  would  take- 
care  of  itself. 

I  was  yet  half  a  dozen  miles  from  home  when  nightfall  over- 
took me,  and  the  stars  began  to  shine  out,  one  after  another. 
The  splendid  constellation  Orion,  the  brightest  visible  in  our 
northern  latitudes,was  just  past  his  meridian,  riding  in  triumph 
down  the  western  sky.  The  subdued  and  tranquil  radiance  of 
the  "heavenly  host"  relieved  the  sombemess  of  my  medita- 
tions, and  imparted  a  more  serene  and  hopeful  tinge  to  my 
thoughts  and  feelings.  Just  at  this  juncture  the  first  four  lines 
of  the  poem  came  to  me  in  their  completeness.  I  say  "came 
to  me"  as  the  most  nearly  appropriate  manner  of  expressing; 
the  fact  that  the  first  I  knew  I  found  them  in  my  mind.  I 
certainly  had  not  the  least  idea  of  setting  myself  at  work  to 
make  a  poem  for  the  occasion.  It  would  be  equally  incorrect 
to  say  that  I  "heard  a  voice"  uttering  the  words  in  my  bod- 
ily or  spiritual  ear. 

By  this  time  it  was  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock ;  I  had 
reached  my  home;  and  the  duties  of  practical  everyday  life 
occupied  my  attention  to  the  exclusion  of  all  imaginative  or 
poetical  ideas. 

The  next  morning  I  sat  myself  about  making  some  more 
of  that  poem.  But  I  labored^-I  use  the  word  advisedly — I 
labored  at  a  disadvantage.  The  exalted  and  imaginative  mood 
of  the  evening  before  had  vanished.  The  "inspiration,"  though 
earnestly  invoked,  refused  to  inspire.  But  in  the  course  of 
the  forenoon  I  constructed,  in  a  mechanical  sort  of  a  way^ 
several  more  verses,  and  laid  them  aside  for  a  while,  to  dry. 

I  was  at  that  time  taking  ^^ Arthur's  Home  Magazine"  of 
Philadelphia.  It  had  previously  printed  three  or  four  of  my 
contributions.  It  gratified  my  vanity  more  to  have  an  article 
printed  in  a  down-east  magazine  than  to  print  it  myself,  in  my 
own  paper;  it  showed  that  some  one  else  thought  it  worth 
placing  before  the  public.  So,  sometime  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  I  sent  my  verses  to  Arthur's  Home  Magazine.  In  the 
course  of  three  or  four  months  they  appeared — in  the  num- 
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ber  for  July,  1863  (Vol.  22,  page  41).     The  following  is  the 
form  in  which  they  at  first  appeared : 

There  is  no  death:  the  stars  go  down 

To  rise  npon  some  other  shore; 
And  bright  in  heaven^s  jeweled  crown 

They  shine  for  evemore. 

There  is  no  death:  the  dust  we  tread 

Shall  change,  beneath  the  sammer  showers, 
To  golden  grain,  or  mellow  fmit, 

Or  rainbow-tinted  flowers. 

The  granite  rocks  disorganize 

To  feed  the  hungry  moss  they  bear; 
The  forest  leaves  drink  daily  life 

From  oat  the  viewless  air. 

There  is  no  death:  the  leaves  may  fall. 

The  flowers  may  fade  and  pass  away; 
They  only  wait,  throngh  wint^ry  hours. 

The  coming  of  the  May. 

There  is  no  death:  an  angel  form 

Walks  o*er  the  earth  with  silent  tread; 
He  bears  our  best-loved  things  away, 

And  then  we  call  them  dead. 

He  leaves  our  hearts  all  desolate,    , 

He  plucks  our  fairest,  sweetest  flowers; 
Transplanted  into  bliss,  they  now 

Adorn  immortal  bowers. 

The  bird-like  voice,  whose  joyous  tones 

Made  glad  this  scene  of  sin  and  strife, 
Sings  now  its  everlasting  song 

Amid  the  tree  of  life. 

Wherever  he  sees  a  smile  too  bright 

Or  soul  too  pure  for  taint  of  vice. 
He  bears  it  to  that  world  of  light. 

To  dwell  in  Paradise. 

Born  into  that  undying  life, 

They  leave  us  but  to  come  again: 
With  joy  we  welcome  them,  the  same 

Except  in  sin  and  pain. 

And  ever  near  us,  though  unseen, 

The  dear,  immortal  spirits  tread; 
For  all  the  boundless  universe 

Is  life: — there  are  no  dead! 

A  week  or  two  after  they  had  been  printed  in  the  Home 
Magazine  I  reprinted  them  in  the  Delaware  County  Journal 
— giving  credit  to  the  Home  Magazine, 

The  second  branch  of  your  inquiry  is,  how  the  verses  came 
to  be  attributed  to  Lord  Ly tton  ? 

I  learned  the  printer's  trade,  while  yet  in  my  teens,  in  the 
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office  of  the  Telegraph,  at  Dixon,  Illinois.  My  earliest  and 
greenest  literary  productions  were  printed  in  that  paper.  The 
foreman  of  the  printing  office  was  named  John  H.  Moore;  my 
best  friend  when  I  was  a  homeless,  destitute,  and  but  for  him, 
friendless  boy.  When  I  printQ,d  my  verses  in  the  Delaware 
County  Journal  I  sent  him  a  marked  copy.  I  am  not  certain 
but  by  that  time  he  had  become  employed  upon  another 
paper  in  Dixon;  you  must  remember  that  at  that  time  I  was 
not  expecting  to  go  down  to  posterity  very  far,  and  I  did  not 
charge  my  mind  with  all  sorts  of  unimportant  little  facts  and 
dates.  At  any  rate,  whatever  paper  he  was  working  on,  he 
had  in  part  (in  tha  absence  of  the  editor)  the  selecting  of  re- 
print copy.     And  he  printed  my  verses  in  that  paper. 

South  of  Dixon,  somewhere  in  Illinois  (I  have  forgotten 
the  exact  locality),  there  lived  somebody  by  the  name  of 
Eugene  Bulmer — or  else  he  took  that  for  a  pseudonym,  I  have 
never  known  to  a  certainty  which.  He  wrote  an  article  for 
the  Farmers'  J. dvocc^/e.  an  agricultural  paper  then  published 
in  Chicago.  For  some  reason,  undoubtedly  satisfactory  to 
himself,  instead  of  writing  on  the  silver  question,  the  sub- 
treasury  scheme,  the  cause  of  the  low  price  of  corn,  or  the 
best  method  of  dehorning  cattle,  he  essayed  a  more  modest 
role,  and  one  requiring  less  information  on  the  part  of  the 
writer,  and  indited  a  column  and  a  half  on  the  subject  of 
"Immortality.*'  His  article  concluded  with  my  verses.  The 
Farmers'  Advocate  exchanged  with  the  Dixon  paper;  my 
friend  Moore  saw  this  article,  and  sent  the  paper  to  me — at 
the  same  time  informing  me  that  he  had  written  to  the  Far- 
mers'  Advocate  setting  me  right  in  the  matter. 

But  it  was  too  late.  A  Wisconsin  paper  that  exchanged 
with  the  Farmers'  Advocate  cut  ofif  the  poetry  part  of  the 
article  on  Immortality,  and  printed  it,  with  the  name  attached, 
^*E.  Bulmer."  The  abbreviation  of  the  first  name  was  obvi- 
ously the  result  of  the  laziness  of  the  compositor.  Then 
another  Wisconsin  paper  printed  it,  just  to  fill  up  with,  and 
either  the  editor  or  the  compositor,  sagely  supposing  that  he 
had  discovered  a  typographical  error  in  the  name,  changed  the 
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"m"  to  a  "w,"  and  the  work  was  done!  "E.  Bulwer"  was 
now  of  record  as  tho  author  of  a  poem  that  the  distin- 
guished Lord  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton,  of  England,  had  never 
Been  nor  heard  of. 

I  never  saw  these  Wisconsin  papers.  It  was  a  long  time 
afterward  before  I  learned  of  these  facts.  Then,  being  in 
Chicago  one  day,  I  called  at  the  office  of  the  Farmers*  Advo- 
cate. The  editor  afforded  me  an  interview  of  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  in  the  course  of  which  he  furnished  me 
the  information  embodied  in  the  last  preceding  paragraph ; 
but  after  the  lapse  of  years  he  could  not  give  me  the  names 
of  the  papers — the  whole  affair  being  but  an  incidental  and 
very  minor  matter  in  his  busy  life. 

Meanwhile  the  poem  has  encircled  the  world.  I  have  re- 
ceived papers  containing  it  printed  in  nearly  every  state  of  the 
Union;  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales  and  Canada; 
and  even  one  from  Australia.  It  has  gone  into  dozens  of 
school  books,  and  been  incorporated  in  scores  of  miscellane- 
ous collections  of  poetry.  It  has  been  quoted,  in  full  or  in 
part,  five  times  that  I  know  of  in  Congress;  on  the  last  day 
of  January,  1880, 1  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  in  the  strangers' 
gallery  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  hearing  the  Hon.  Mr.  Coffroth,  member  of  Congress 
'  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  oration  on  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
Bush  Clark,  member  of  Congress  from  Iowa,  quote  a  portion 
of  it  (credited  to  Lord  Lytton,  as  usual),  which  thus  became 
embalmed  in  the  Congressional  Record.  (See  46th  Congress, 
2d  session,  part  1,  page  638.) 

About  1870,  Harper  Brothers,  of  New  York  city,  publishers 
of  school  books  (among  other  things),  printed  the  verses  in 
their  United  States  Fifth  Reader,  page  242 — crediting  them  to 
Lord  Lytton.  My  attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  by  Mr. 
John  Kennedy,  in  his  earlier  years  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa, 
who  afterward  became  agent  for  these  publishers.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  well  for  me  to  present  evidence  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  firm  that  I  was  the  author  of  the  verses, 
and  he  would  do  the  best  he  could  to  have  the  credit  changed 
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from  Bulwer  to  myself.  I  furnished  the  evidence,  and  he 
brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  publishers.  About 
a  year  later  he  wrote  me  as  follows: 

Fbamklim  Squabs,  N.  Y.,  March  27, 1875. 
Friend  McOreery: — I  send  you  herewith  a  page  of  the  table  of  contenta 
of  one  of  our  school  readers,  ia  which  you  will  find  the  poem  accredited  to 
you.  The  plates  have  recently  been  changed.  This  is  an  advance  sheets 
As  soon  as  the  books  are  out  I  will  send  you  a  copy.  You  haye  no  idea  of 
the  amount  of  form  through  which  such  a  question  of  change  has  to  pass. 

From  that  time  until  the.  present,  every  year  or  two  the 
question  has  been  publicly  raised  by  some  leading  newspaper 
or  magazine;  but  all  who  have  taken  the  pains  to  make  a 
thorough  investigation  have  arrived  at  the  same  result.  A 
few  years  ago  LipjnncoWs  Magazine  (Philadelphia)  printed 
"One  Hundred  Questions'*  regarding  disputed  literary  mat- 
ters, offering  a  prize  to  the  person  who  should  answer  the  great- 
est number  of  them.  Question  No.  80  was  in  regard  to  the 
authorship  of  this  poem;  answers  were  made  implicating,  as 
usual,  Lord  Lytton  and  myself;  and  the  Magazine  decided 
(June,  1889,  pages  918-9  ),  that  I  was  the  author.  In  the  Iowa 
Masonic  Annual  Souvenir  for  1890-1,  Hon.  T.  S.  Parvin, 
Grand  Librarian  for  Iowa,  printed  the  verses,  over  my  name; 
for  this  he  was  taken  to  task  by  ihe  Masonic  Tyler  of  Detroit; 
this  led  Mr.  Parvin  to  make  an  exhaustive  investigation,  which 
confirmed  him  in  his  original  opinion.  The  editor  of  the  Tyler ^ 
however,  remained  obstinate  and  refused  to  be  converted^ 
until,  when  he  directly  challenged  me  personally  to  prove  my 
claim,  I  wrote  to  him  offering  him  a  thousand  dollars  if  he 
would  produce  the  verses,  or  any  of  them,  written  by  Lord 
Lytton  or  any  one  else,  printed  in  any  book,  magazine,  news- 
paper, or  in  any  other  shape,  prior  to  their  publication  under 
my  name  in  Arthur's  Home  Magazine,  for  July,  1863;  there- 
upon, in  the  Tyler  for  April  15, 1893,  he  acknowledged  that 
he  had  been  misled.  The  thousand-dollar  argument  is  not 
a  very  dignified  one,  but  it  has  thus  far  proved  effective. 

Finally,  you  ask  me  to  explain  how  it  has  come  about 
that  there  are  different  versions  of  the  poem  afloat. 
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Some  of  these  changes  have  been  made  by  the  publishers 
of  the  different  volumes  in  which  it  has  appeared.  Thus 
where  I  originally  wrote,  in  the  first  verse,  "The  stars  go  down 
to  rise  upon  some  other  shore,*'  Messrs.  Ivison,  Blakeman, 
Taylor  &  Co.,  in  their  "American  Educational  Reader,  No.  5,*' 
page  321,  changed  it  to  "some /atrer  shore*';  and  made  half 
a  dozen  other  changes  of  equally  slight  importance.  The 
greatest  changes,  however,  have  been  made  by  myself. 

In  the  summer  of  1883  I  received  a  proposition  from  Put- 
nam's Sons,  of  New  York  city,  relative  to  publishing  some  of 
the  poetry  I  had  written  up  to  that  time.  At  their  suggestion 
I  separated  the  serious  and  sentimental  from  the  humorous, 
leaving  the  former  in  their  hands,  to  an  amount  that  they  esti- 
mated they  could  afford  to  print  and  sell  at  retail  for  one  dol- 
lar. These  they  printed  in  a  neatly  bound  volume  of  a  little 
over  150  pages,  under  the  title,  "Songs  of  Toil  and  Triumph." 
A  few  years  later  I  "bought  in"  so  much  of  the  edition  as 
remained  unsold,  and  thus  acquired  a  library  of  several  hun- 
dred volumes. 

In  preparing  this  little  work  for  publication,  I  carefully  re- 
vised every  poem  printed  therein ;  among  them  the  one  now 
under  consideration.  During  the  twenty  years  since  it  was 
written  I  have  matured  (somewhat)  in  judgment;  and  the  more 
the  public,  bewildered  by  the  glamour  of  Bulwer's  name  at- 
tached to  it,  saw  surpassing  beauties  in  it,  the  more  glaring 
in  my  own  eyes  became  its  defects.  For  instance,  the  lines 
originally  written 

"  The  granite  rocks  disorganize 

To  feed  the  hungry  moss  they  bear," 

seemed  to  intimate,  by  negation,  that  other  kinds  of  rock, 
except  granite,  do  not  disorganize.  To  say  the  least,  "granite" 
was  surplusage;  and  every  needless  word  weakens  a  sentence. 
So  I  remodeled  the  verse  by  dropping  the  "granite." 
The  last  couplet  of  the  same  verse, 

**  The  forest  leaves  drink  daily  life 
From  out  the  yiewless  air," 

was  very  awkward.     In  the  last  line,  "out"  was  worse  than 
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surplusage.  It  may  have  been  good  Greek  idiom,  as  shown 
in  Matthew,  7th  chapter,  5th  verse :  "First  cast  out  the  beam 
out  of  thine  own  eye;  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out 
the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye";  but  certainly  it  was  not 
good  English.  Both  sense  and  euphoiiy  demanded  that  I  cast 
out  the  "out"  out  from  out  of  that  sentence;  and  I  settled 
the  matter  by  casting  out  the  verse. 

Again,  in  the  couplet  that  at  first  said  of  the  flowers, 

"  They  only  wait,  through  wintry  hours, 
The  coming  of  the  May," 

it  was  manifest  to  the  dullest  comprehension  that  "the"  was 

forced  in  before  "May"  simply  to  fill  out  the  meter.     It  was 

as  inappropriate  as  it  would  be  to  assert  that  Independence 

day  is  celebrated  on  the  "Fourth  of  the  July."     So  I  gave 

that  line  a  twist  that  would  in  part  rectify  its  awkwardness: 

"  The  warm,  sweet  breath  of  May." 

Again,  in  the  verse, 

"  Where  he  sees  a  smile  too  bright 
*      *      *      *      for  taint  of  vice. 
He  bears  it  to  that  world  of  light, 
To  dweU  in  paradise," 

the  simile,  or  metaphor,  or  whatever  syntactical  figure  of 
speech  it  may  be,  did  not  delight  me  when  I  came  to  look  at 
it  critically.  I  tried  to  imagine  how  "he"  (whoever  "he" 
was)  went  at  it  to  bear  away  that  "smile."  Possibly  he  ran 
a  pole  through  it  and  carried  it  oflF  on  his  shoulder.  Possibly 
he  folded  it  up  flat  and  packed  it  in  his  valise?  I  inclined 
to  the  latter  hypothesis,  for  the  longer  I  listened  to  it  with 
my  mental  ear,  the  flatter  it  sounded.  I  decided  to  omit  that 
verse. 

"  The  birdlifce  voice,  whose  joyous  tones 
Made  gUid  this  scene  of  sin  and  strife, 
Now  sings  its  everlasting  song 
Amid  the  tree  of  life," 

is  not,  I  frankly  confess,  wholly  original.  So  far  as  the  rhyme 

is  concerned,  while  I  concede  that  "life"  might  be  made  to 

rhyme  with  "rife,"  or  "wife,"  or  "knife,"  or  in  a  pinch  even 

with  "fife,"  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  ever  seen  it  rhymed 

with  anything  except  "strife."    And  I  have  seen  it  rhymed  so 
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often  daring  the  thirty  years  that  have  elapsed  since  I  wrote 
the  poem,  that  I  have  become  as  tired  of  it  as  the  man  is 
reported  to  have  become  of  qaail,  after  having  eaten  a  quail  a 
day  for  thirty  days.  My  impression  is  that  eve#  before  I 
wrote  that  verse  somebody  had  rhymed  "life'*  with  "strife." 
Therefore  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  distinctly  disclaiming 
any  originality  as  to  the  rhyme.  As  to  the  idea  before  writing 
that  verse  I  had  listened  to  a  funeral  sermon  in  which  the 
preacher  asserted  that  the  deceased  sister,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  soprano  singer  in  the  church  choir,  was  now  singing 
the  song  of  the  redeemed  beside  the  river  of  life,  I  could  not 
work  into  the  poem  anything  about  the  "Wver  of  life,'*  on 
account  of  the  meter;  but  I  got  along  very  well  by  making 
use  of  the  "tree  of  life.**  Then,  the  meter  and  the  "woman** 
would  not  agree;  besides  I  had  my  doubts  as  to  whether 
"poetic  license**  would  allow  me  to  represent  a  "woman**  up 
atree.  So  I  put  the  "voice'*  in  the  tree:  ^%'oxetpreterea  nihil.** 
But,  as  intimated  above,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  do  not 
build  my  hopes  of  literary  immortality  on  the  surpassing 
ingenuity  manifested  in  making  "life**  rhyme  with  "strife," 
or  in  getting  a  voice  "amid**  a  tree.  So  I  took  out  the  "tree.*^ 
The  verse, 

^  Bom  into  that  undying  life,  « 

They  leave  xis  but  to  come  again; 
With  joy  we  welcome  them — the  same 
Except  in  sin  and  pain," 

is  ambiguous,  because  of  the  elision  in  the  last  line,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  the  meter.  It  might  mean,  as 
easily  as  anything,  that  when  they  return  they  are  the  same  as 
when  they  left,  "except**  (that  they  return)  "in  sin  and  pain.** 
Besides,  the  statement  carries  with  it  a  suggestion  of  Mate- 
riality and  coarseness  that  is  unpoetic,  unspiritual,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  my  actual  thought.  It  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  much  more  delicacy  and  elegance  in  the  verse  as 
reconstructed. 

"  We  feel  upon  our  fevered  brow 

Their  gentle  touch,  their  breath  of  balm,**  etc. 

Perhaps  too  much  ought  not  to  be  expected  of  poetry,  in 
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the  way  of  common  sense  and  logic;  yet  certainly  if  it  pur- 
ports to  enforce  any  given  lesson,  and  is  apparently  written  for 
that  especial  purpose,  it  would  seem  that  it  ought  not  forth- 
with to  proceed  to  argue  something  directly  the  contrary.  But 
while  I  start  out  to  assert  that  "there  is  no  death,"  I  proceed  to 
state  that  the  rocks — do  what?  continue  in  existence  forever? 
On  the  contrary,  quite  the  reverse;  they  disorganize,  they 
become  moss,  but  never  again  rock — certainly  not  that  identi- 
cal rock.  The  forest  leaves  drink  life  from  the  air ;  in  autumn 
they  fade  and  pass  away;  do  those  leaves  that  fade  and  pass 
away  come  up  fresh  and  blooming  with  the  coming  of  the 
ensuing  May,  or  is  it  some  other  leaves  that  succeed  those  that 
have  perished  ?  If  these  illustrations  illustrate  anything,  they 
illustrate  precisely  the  opposite  hypothesis  from  that  for  which 
I  called  them  into  being;  for  if  I  do  what  the  rock  does,  what 
the  leaf  and  flower  do,  what  the  bird  and  its  voice  do,  I  shall 
disintegrate,  perish  as  an  individuality,  and  be  transmuted  by 
the  forces  of  nature  into  something  else.  In  the  light  of  reason 
and  common  sense,  what  is  there  admirable  in  the  logic  or 
illustrations  of  a  poem  which  succeeds  in  enforcing  a  lesson 
directly  contrary  from  that  which  its  author  intended? 

I  know  you  will  excuse  me  from  going  over  each  verse 
iJbriatim,  and  explaining  just  why  it  was  unsatisfactory  to  me. 
SuflSce  it  to  say  that  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  some  of  the 
objections  I  have  mentioned  (and  others  that  I  have  not  men- 
tioned), I  altered  some  of  the  verses;  some  I  entirely  omitted; 
and  I  added  several,  with  the  purpose  of  making  the  thought 
more  connected  and  coherent  than  it  originally  was.  There 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  little  more  sense,  a  little  less  absurdity, 
and  jilbt  as  much  poetry,  in  the  f  ersion  as  printed  in  "Songs 
of  Toil  and  Triumph": 

There  is  no  death!  the  stars  go  down 

To  rise  upon  some  other  shore, 
And  bright  in  heaven's  jeweled  crown 

They  shine  for  evermore. 

There  is  no  death!  the  forest  leaves 

Convert  to  life  the  viewless  air; 
The  rocks  disorganize  to  feed 

The  hungry  moss  they  bear. 
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There  is  no  death!  the  dust  we  tread 

Shall  change,  beneath  the  summer  showers, 

To  golden  grain,  or  mellow  fruit, 
Or  rainbow-tinted  flowers. 

There  is  no  death!  the  leaves  may  fall. 

The  flowers  may  fade  and  pass  away — 
They  only  wait,  through  wintry  hours. 

The  warm,  sweet  breath  of  May. 

There  is  no  death!  the  choicest  gifts 

That  heaven  hath  kindly  lent  to  earth 
Are  ever  first  to  seek  again 

The  country  of  their  birth. 

And  all  things  that  for  growth  or  joy 

Are  worthy  of  our  love  or  care. 
Whose  loss  has  left  us  desolate. 

Are  safely  garnered  there. 

Though  life  become  a  dreary  waste, 

We  know  its  fairest,  sweetest  flowers, 
Transplanted  into  paradise, 

Adorn  immortal  bowers. 

The  voice  of  bird-like  melody 

That  we  have  missed  and  mourned  so  long 
Now  mingles  with  the  angel  choir 

In  everlasting  song. 

There  is  no  death!  although  we  grieve 

When  beautiful,  familiar  forms 
That  we  have  learned  to  love  are  torn 

From  our  embracing  arms. 

Although  with  bowed  and  breaking  heart. 

With  sable  garb  and  silent  tread. 
We  bear  their  senseless  dust  to  rest. 

And  say  that  they  are  "dead." 

They  are  not  dead!  they  have  but  passed 

Beyond  the  mists  that  blind  us  here 
Into  the  new  and  larger  life 

Of  that  serener  sphere. 

They  have  but  dropped  their  robe  of  clay 

To  put  their  shining  raiment  on; 
They  have  not  wandered  far  away — 

They  are  not  "lost"  nor  "gone." 

Though  disenthralled  and  glorified, 

They  still  are  here,  and  love  us  yet; 
The  dear  ones  they  have  left  behind 

They  never  can  forget. 

And  sometimes,  when  our  hearts  grow  faint 

Amid  temptations  fierce  and  deep, 
Or  when  the  wildly  raging  waves 

Of  grief  or  passion  sweep. 

We  feel  upon  our  fevered  brow 
•  Their  gentle  touch,  their  breath  of  balm; 
Their  arms  enfold  us,  and  our  hearts 
Grow  comforted  and  calm. 
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And  ev^  near  us,  though  unseeo, 

The  dear,  immortal  spirits  tread; 
For  all  the  boundless  universe 

Is  life: — there  are  no  dead. 

I  have  answered  your  questions;  hut  will  add  one  or  two 
more  facts,  which  you  may  print  or  omit,  as  you  choose. 
This  little  poem  has  had  considerable  influence  on  my  career. 
In  the  fall  of  1868,  shortly  after  General  Grant's  election 
to  the  Presidency,  he  returned  to  his  formei  home  in  Galena, 
Illinois.  I  was  not  at  that  date  reclining  upon  a  bed  of 
roses,  metaphorically  speaking  or  otherwise ;  and  at  my  sug- 
gestion a  friend  of  mine  in  Galena,  in  high  position,  conferred 
with  the  President  elect  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  my  ob- 
taining the  appointment  of  his  official  stenographer  when  he 
should  enter  upon  his  duties  at  the  White  House.  My  friend 
was  so  enthusiastic  in  his  advocacy  of  my  merits  that  the 
General  showed  unmistakable  indications  of  being  disposed 
to  make  the  appointment — in  case  upon  trial  I  should  be 
found  competent.  But  in  a  moment  of  indiscretion  my  friend 
said  a  little  too  much.  As  a  *'clincher"  to  his  highly-colored 
account  of  my  literary  abilities,  he  pulled  from  his  pocket  a 
copy  of  "There  is  No  Death,"  and  read  it  to  Gen.  Grant. 
When  he  had  finished  he  looked  up  into  the  General's  face, 
and  at  once  saw  that  he  had  blundered.  The  General  said  the 
poetry  was  very  good — no  doubt — he  did  not  pretend  to  be  a 
judge  of  poetry;  when  he  became  President,  what  he  should 
need  about  him  were  men  who  understood  puBlic  business, 
and  whose  minds  would  be  on  their  business;  and  so  far  as 
his  experience  and  observation  went,  a  man  that  was  good  at 
making  poetry  generally  was  not  good  for  much  of  anything 
else.  I  was  not  appointed  official  stenographer  to  the  Presi- 
dent. What  my  life  thereafter  would  have  been  if  my  friend 
had  not  read  that  poem  to  him  it  is  impossible  to  conjec- 
ture. 

But  it  has  influenced  my  career  in  another  and  widely  dif- 
ferent manner.  The  tendency  has  been  to  do  away  with  all 
ambition  to  write  poetry  for  the  public — an  ambition  that  I 
acknowledge  I  cherished  in  my  early  days.     The  '*Song8  of 
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Toil  and  Triumph"  contain  a  number  of  poems  written  in 
eariy  life, before  my  literary  ambition  waned;  and  a  number 
of  more  recent  date,  pertaining  to  purely  personal  and  family 
matters;  but  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  I  have  written 
nothing  for  the  public,  J.  L.  McCbeeby. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  15,  1893. 


CHIEF  JUSTICE  CALEB  BALDWIN, 


BY   EX-CHIEF   JUSTICE   GEOBGE   G.    WEIGHT. 


Among  the  best  and  warmest  friends  I  have  ever  had,  per- 
sonally, professionally,  politically  and  officially,  was  the  strong, 
able  and  true  man  whose  name  h^ads  this  article.  He  was 
from  Pennsylvania,  born  in  that  county  (Washington)  which 
has  sent  out  so  many  grand  men  to  the  West  and  the  Nation, 
and  a  graduate  of  that  school  (Washington  College)  which 
has  given  as  much,  if  not  more,  good  and  educated  brains  to 
the  world  than  any  institution  East  or  West.  Jji  cpllege  with  - 
such  men  as  Blaine  and  others  of  national  reputation,  he  was 
ever  admired  by  his  old  schoolmates,  and  hone  others  rejoiced 
more  in  his  successes  and  triumphs.  From  such  a  locality, 
he  was  naturally,  by  influence  and  association,  a  Presbyterian. 
A  brief  epitome  of  his  life,  private  and  public,  would  be  this: 

Bom  April  3, 1824;  graduated  in  1842^,  moved  to  Iowa  in 
1846,  and  was  married  to  Jane  Barr  at  J^airfidd  in  1848.  To 
this  union  there  were  born  eleven  children,  six  now  living: 
Laura,  Lizzie  (now  Mrs.  W.  S.  Amen t,  of  Denver),  Thomas, 
John  N.,  Susan  (now  Mrs.  Jason  Walker,  of  Kentucky)  and 
Janie.  He  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Jeflferson  county  for 
three  successive  terms — in  1856  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  by  Governor  Grimes,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  W.  H.  Seevers — moved  to  Qouncil 
Bluffsjit-JrSa?,  and  in  1859  was  elected  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Iowa,  at  the  first  election  under  tTie  present  Constitution — 
in  1862, became  Chief  Justice;  declining  a  re-election,  he  re*         t 
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sumed  his  practice  in  1804 — -m,1865  wasappointed  by_Presi- 
dent  Lincoln  United  States  District  AttoniejLior  Iowa,andln 
1874  became  by  appointment  one_^f_theJjidgea^Jhe Court 
of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims,  which  office  he  held  at 
the  time  of  his  death  at  his  home  in  Council  BlufPs,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1876. 

Settlmg  in  Fairfield  where,  ns  now,  there  was  a  large  and 
influential  Pennsylvania  colony,  he  entered  at  once  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  and  was  soon  recognized  as  a  lead- 
ing lawyer  and  prominent  citizen.  He  took  a  most  active 
interest  in  the  organization  of  the  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, becoming  one  of  its  first  officers.  He  was  alike  active 
in  the  organization  of  the  County  Society;  and,  indeed,  there 
were  few  persons  in  that  then  n«w  county  who  were  more 
trusted  or  relied  upon  in  any  and  all  public  matters,  educa- 
tional, benevolent  or  otherwise,  than  Judge  Baldwin. 
-'"He  was  a  man  of  immense  stature  (weighing  in  his  prime 
430  pounds) — and  yet  of  proportions  admirable  and  most 
commanding  and  impressive — among  the  largest,  if  not  the 
largest  man  ever  in  public  life  in  Iowa  or  elsewhere.  This 
was  to  him  a  cause  of  constant  sensitiveness  and  embarrass- 
ment; and  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied  th^t  often  therefrom  he 
<;ommanded  the  most  profound  respect  and  attention.  (Not 
at  all  for  the  purpose  of  depaonstrating  this,  but  as  a  pleasing 
incident,!  relate  that  when  the  meeting  was  closed  at  which 
the  State  Agricultural  Society  was  organized,  the  attendance 
not  being  very  large.  Dr.  Shaffer,  the  Secretary,  said  to  Judge 
(then  Colonel)  Clagett,  the  first  President:  "What  shall  I 
say.  Colonel,  about  the  meeting  through  the  press  ?"  ** Well," 
said  the  Colonel,  in  his  ever  impulsive  manner,  "publish  to 
the  world  that  at  a  large  and  respectable  meeting,  etc."  "Why," 
said  the  doctor,  "isnH  that  stretching  it  a  little  ?"  "Not  at  all," 
said  the  Colonel,  "for  Baldwin  makes  it  large  and  you  and  I 
make  it  respectable,**     And  it  was  announced  accordingly. ) 

For  one  of  his  attainments,  splendid  bearing,  knowledge  of 
men,  and  ability  to  care  for  himself,  he  was  among  the  most 
timid  and  modest  men  I  ever  knew.     I  do  not  mean  by  this 
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that  he  was  wanting  in  manly  courage,  for  he  was  as  bold  as  a 
Uoi^andasjefiant  of  opposition  as  any  man  you  would  meet, 
when  occasion  demanded;  but  rather  that  he  was  distrustful 
of  himself  and  modest  in  pressing  his  views  or  provoking  con- 
troversy, though  he  was  exceedingly  ten^qi^us  when  once  he 
had  reached  his  conclusion,  and  could  and  always  did  sustain 
himself  if  the  combat  was  forced.  He  was  as  tender-hearted 
as  a  child,  and  as  gentle  in  manner  and  in  his  association 
with  the  world  as  the  most  retined  lady  in  the  land.  And 
yet,  strangely  enough,  he  was  an  acknowledged  leader  of 
men,  followed  bvpoliticians  and  people  as  few  others  ever 
were  in  our  conventions  and  political  contests,  whether  in 
nominations,  platform,  legislative  assemblies  or  elsewhere. 
He  was  my  chosen  friend  and  leader  when  I  received  my 
nomination  for  the  Senate  in  1870,  as  he  was  after  that  of 

Senators  Allison  and  Kirkwood. Judge  R.  P.  Lowe,  who 

with  Judge  Baldwin,  was  my  associate  on  the  bench,  from 
June,  1860^  until  the  expiration  of  Judge  Baldmn's  term, 
WM_ajnpst  credulous  man,  taking  every  man  to  be  honest 
and.  true  until  conviiiced  oihefw5e7wherea8i  Judge  Baldwin 
took  nothing  in  politics  or  the  aflfairs  of  life  for  granted — 
was  not  in  the  least  credulous,  but  read  men — had  the  power 
of  analyzing,  scrutinizing  and  combining,  with  wonderful 
tact  in  bringing  others  to  his  views,  and  without  oflFense  or 
provoking  unnecessary  antagonisms.  His  judgment  of  men 
was  intuitive  and  almost  uniformly  correctj  few  deceiving 
him,  and  I  remember  very  well  that  more  than  once  in  the 
contest  of  '70,  above  referred  to,  though  I  thought  I  knew  my 
friends  and  supporters,  he  often  satisfied  me,  after  a  seemingly 
most  casual  meeting  of  some  supposed  friend,  that  I  was  mis- 
taken. Instead  of  taking  doubtful  or  unknown  things  for 
granted,  he  counted  them  against  us  and  organized  for  and 
upon  the  certain;  and  if  this  did  not  portend  success,  he  was 
prepared  for  defeat.  With  marked  ability  to  judge  men,  he  was 
always  ready  to  accommodate  himself  in  speech  and  manner 
to  their  varied  dispositions  and  positions.  He  was  as  much 
at  home  with  the  plain  farmer  as  with  the  learned  ^t^prnej;:^^^Tp 
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with  the  humblest  mechanic  as  the  man  of  largest  means; 
with  the  "hale  fellow  well  met"  as  with  the  most  accomplished 
and  fastidious  divine.  All  this  with  him  was  not  a  matter  of 
study,  but  a  part  of  his  nature;  and  whatever  his  surround- 
ings he  was  ever  true  to  himself,  and  never  other  than  the 
dignified  gentleman.  In  society  he  was  a  favorite,  for  he  was 
so  kind,  so  gentle,  so  cordial,  and  in  the  evening  circle,  for 
instance,  could  with  other  affable  qualities,  so  deftly  touchjfche 
lightest  kej8^f_the  piano,  with  his  immense  hands,  that  he 
was  sought  for  and  always  in  demand.  (He  could  bring  music 
also  out  of  other  instruments,  for  in  the  old  band  of  Fairfield,, 
say,  in  1850, 1  remember  that  he  blew  the  largest  French  horn, 
and  with  wonderful  effect.  With  that  he  fairly  made  "the 
very  hills  to  tremble.") 

He  had  the  keenest  sense  of  the  humorous;  and  whether 
the  incident  bore  upon  himself  or  otherwise,  it  was  alike  en- 
joyed, unless  some  stranger,  or  one  for  whom  he  had  little 
respect,  made  his  size  the  occasion  or  excuse  for  the  story  or 
joke;  and  then  his  whole  manner  changed  and  the  offender 
was  but  too  glad  to  escape  his  presence.  Some  man  who,  in 
his  judgment,  had  no  right  to  propound  the  inquiry,  once  asked 
him,  "How  much  do  you  weigh?"  "I  weigh  a  ton,  sir!'* 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  said  it  closed  the  conversatioa 
at  once.  His  big  sunny  face  when  bright  with  laughter  made 
mirth  contagious,  and  one  could  no  more  resist  than  stand 
before  a  cyclone.  Indeed,  he  laughed  all  over;  and  whenhia. 
whole  430  pounds  joined  the  whirlwind  it  was  indeed  a  cyclone 
of  good  humor,  and  you,  nolens,  volenSy  got  into  the  way. 

As  a  judge  he  was  almost  unilormly^ifitcustf ul  of  his  owa 
conclusions.  He  was  so  anxious  to  do  right,  to  declare  the 
very  law,  so  fearful  that  he  would  make  a  mistake  or  give 
reasons  for  his  conclusions  which  attorneys  would  criticise  or 
deem  insuflScient,  that  he  would  hesitate  and  turn  the  question 
over  and  over  in  his  own  mind  and  with  his  associates;  not 
because  he  did  not  have  his  own  views,  but  because  he  wanted 
to  be  sure  that  he  was  in  no  danger  of  doing  something  wrongs 
or  reaching  an  untenable  conclusion.     His  perceptions  were 
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unuBaally  qaick — his  first  conclusions  perhaps  as  correct  as 
those  reached  after  reading  and  investigation;  and  yet  in  all 
cases  alike  he  desired  and  coarted  support.  He  talked  more 
reaSily  than  he  wrote.  In  a  few  sentences,  when  in  consulta- 
tion, I  have  known  him  to  state  with  admirable  clearness  his 
views  on  the  question  in  hand,  but  upon  going  to  his  table  to 
commit  it  to  paper,  would  labor  sometimes  long  and  earnestly 
to  give  a  like  clear  expression  of  what  we  all  well  understood, 
but  which  he  had  difficulty  in  saying  with  the  pen.  Often  I 
liave  known  him  to  hold  his  pen,  hesitate,  get  up  and  look 
around;  when  asked  to  state  the  connection  and  the  word  sug- 
gested to  him,  confused  as  a  little  girl  he  would  say,  "Cer- 
tainly, I  knew  that  all  the  time,  and  why  couldn't  I  get  it?'* 
He  believed  in  good,  plain  Anglo-Saxon,  without  much  polish 
or  amplification;  and  when  he  was  done,  quit.  What  a  rare 
virtue  this  is,  whether  in  lawyer  or  judge !  His  opinions,  I 
think,  give  abundant  evidence  of  this.  And  yet  notwith- 
standing his  timidity  and  hesitation  in  reaching  results,  he 
was  a  very  tower  of  positiveness  when  the  conclusion  was 
settled  and  the  work  over.  Of  such  a  man  I  need  not  say 
that  he  was  among  the  most  pleasant,  affable  and  genial  in 
the  consultation  room;  for  while  he  had  his  views  he  was 
equally  tolerant  of  those  of  others,  never  dogmatically  insist- 
ing upon  his  own  conclusions,  knowing,  as  an  intelligent 
lawyer  and  judge,  that  others  might  be  right  and  he  wrong. 
Few  men  had  warmer  friends  or  were  more  reliable  as  a 
friend.  He  had  the  most  absolute  contempt  for  the  shyster  or 
quack  or  pretender,  and  avoided  and  decried  them  in  every 
way  in  his  power.  Young  men  he  loved,  and  the  worthy  he  was 
<ever  ready  to  help.  He  had  not  much  ability  in  acquiring 
property,  caring  more  for  a  happy  home,  the  comforts  of  life 
and  the  education  of  his  children  than  for  great  wealth.  As 
a  lawyer,  he  was  successful  from  preparation,  the  confidence 
of  court  and  jury,  which  he  had  beyond  most  men,  and  the 
absence  of  all  tediousness  on  the  trial,  whether  in  taking  tes- 
timony or  argument  rather  than  much  argument  or  the  force 
of  some  others  in  presenting  his  case.     He  did  have  success 
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and  a  very  excellent  business;  for,  differing  from  many  oth- 
ers of  more  show^Ji^grasped  the  main  question  and  took  no 
time  with  non-essentialsT^  ,. 

Iowa  has  had  fe'w  men  taken  in  all  the  relations  of  life — ^he 
home  circle,  church,  at  the  bar,  his  connection  with  state  in> 
stitutions,  filling  as  he  did  so  many  positions  and  the  very 
highest ;  and  indeed  in  all  his  life-work — of  whom  the  State,  hia 
friends  or  his  family  (the  latter  among  the  best  and  most  hon- 
ored in  Iowa  or  elsewhere)  should  be  more  justly  proud» 
When  the  work  of  frescoing  the  ceiling  of  the  magnificent 
Hall  of  Representatives  in  our  new  capitol  was  in  progress,  it 
was  deemed  most  appropriate  to  include  among  the  portraits 
of  State  and  National  worthies  that  of  one  of  our  Iowa  jurists. 
Whan  this  was  suggested  no  other  name  was  mentioned  except 
that  of  Caleb  Baldwin.  Notwithstanding  this  portrait  wa& 
copied  from  another,  it  is  a  very  correct  likeness  of  the  man 
to  whose  precious  memory  it  most  appropriately  stands  as  an 
imperishable  monument. 


THE  CHARGE  ON  BATTERY  ROBINET. 


BY   EX-GOVEBNOB   OYBUS   O.    CABPENTEB. 


(CoDoluded  from  July  number.) 

It  is  perhaps  fitting  in  this  connection  that  I  should  give  a 
summary  of  the  casualties  and  of  deeds  which  received  special 
mention,  in  the  Iowa  regiments  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Corinth.  The  10th  Regiment  belonged  to  the  Second  Brig- 
ade, Third  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi.  It  was 
commanded  by  Major  Nathaniel  McCalla.  In  his  report, 
Captain  N.  A.  Holson,  acting  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Captain 
Jackson  Orr,  acting  Major,  and  the  Adjutant,  William  Man- 
ning, were  specially  mentioned  for  coolness  and  courage. 
Ninety-six  enlisted  men  and  one  officer  were  wounded  and 
three  enlisted  men  were  killed.  The  17th  Regiment  was  con- 
spicuous, especially  during  the  second  day's  battle,  charg- 
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ing  apon  the  left  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  capturing  prisoners 
and  a  battle  flag.  Lieutenant  Garrett  of  Company  A,  and 
Lieutenant  Morris  of  Company  P,  were  severely  wounded. 
Sixteen  enlisted  men  were  wounded  and  one  killed. 

The  2d  Iowa  Infantry,  which  belonged  to  the  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  suffered  severely, 
especially  in  its  officers.  Major  James  B.  Weaver,  who  was  in 
command  at  the  close  of  the  battle,  reported:  Killed  on  the 
first  day,  three  officers.  Lieutenants  John  G.  Huntington  of 
Company  B,  Thomas  Snowden  of  Company  I,  and  Alfred  Bing 
of  Company  C ;  enlisted  men,  Corporal  Wesley  H.  Henderson ; 
privates,  John  W.  Dunn,  Marion  French  and  James  C.  Mans- 
well ;  wounded,  Colonel  Baker,  mortally,  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant V.  P.  Twombly,  severely ;  enlisted  men,  31  and  two  miss- 
ing. In  the  engagement  of  the  second  day,  Second  Lieutenant 
George  W.  Neal  of  Company  H  and  Corporals  Henry  A.  Sei- 
berleich,  A.  Stevenson  and  Jacob  M.  Males,  and  privates  John 
W.  King,  John  A.  K.  Klough,  W.  W.  K.  Harper,  W.  M. 
Summers,  Charles  E.  Walker,  John  W.  Dows  and  Franklin 
Prouty  were  killed.  Wounded,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Noah  W. 
Mills,  mortally;  Captain  N.  B.  Howard,  Company  I,  First 
Lieutenant  C.C.  Parker, Company  F,  severely;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant George  Blake,  Company  K,  dangerously;  Second 
Lieutenant  Frank  M.  Suiter,  Company  B,  severely,  and  44 
enlisted  men.  This  makes  the  aggregate  of  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  during  both  days'  engagements — killed,  commis- 
sioned officers,  four;  enlisted  men  thirteen;  wounded,  commis- 
sioned officers  seven  (two  mortally) ;  enlisted  men  seventy- 
five  ;  missing,  five ;  constituting  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Major  Weaver  says:  "In  tliis  protracted  and  desperate 
engagement,  in  many  respects  the  most  desperate  of  the  war, 
the  officers  and  men  displayed  the  most  laudable  gallantry  and 
heroism.  Colonel  Baker  fell  mortally  wounded  on  the  first 
day,  at  the  very  time  his  regiment  was  charging  upon  the 
retreating  rebels  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  fury.  He 
remarked  as  he  was  being  borne  off  the  field:  "Thank  God ! 
when  I  fell  my  regiment  was  victoriously  charging."    Lieu- 
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tenant  Colonel  Mills  was  wounded  in  the  second  day's  engage- 
ment, while  fighting  with  the  most  conspieaoas  courage  and 
coolness.  He  was  loath  to  leave  the  field.  Better  and  truer 
oflScers  never  fought.  He  says:  "Lieutenants  Huntington, 
Bing,Snowden  andNeal  fell  at  their  posts  fighting  like  heroes." 
Speaking  of  Adjutant  George  L.  Godfrey,  he  says :  **He  could 
be  seen  riding  along  the  lines,  and  heard  shouting  to  the  men 
to  be  steady  and  cool.'*  Of  Captains  Cowles,  McCuUough, 
Mastick,  Howard,  Ensign  and  Davis  he  says:  "They  were 
marked  instances  of  bravery  and  efficiency  upon  the  field." 
Conspicuous  for  bravery  were  Lieutenants  Parker,  Duffield, 
Marsh,  Wilson,  Tisdale,  Suiter,  Hall,  Blake,  Duckworth,  Bull- 
inger,  Twombly  and  McCoid.'*  He  continues:  "After  Lieu- 
tenants Parker  and  Twombly  of  Company  F  were  wounded 
Sergeant  James  Terry  took  charge  of  the  company  and  dis- 
played marked  efficiency  and  courage.  So  after  the  fall  of 
Lieutenants  Huntington  and  Suiter,  of  Company  B,  Sergeant 
Lewis  took  charge  of  the  company  and  rendered  most  satis- 
factory service."  He  also  speaks  in  high  praise  of  Assistant 
Surgeon  Elliott  Pyle  and  the  Quartermaster,  Lieutenant  John 
Lynde;  and  then  says:  "Sergeant  Major  Campbell  distin- 
guished himself  throughout  the  battle  for  coolness  and  brav- 
ery. Color  Sergeant  Harvey  Doolittle  while  supporting  the 
colors  was  again  wounded  and  Color  Corporals  Henry  A.  Sei- 
berleich,  G.  C.  Phillips,  G.  B.  Norris,  J.  C.  Wise  and  John 
Stewart  were  all  wounded  while  supporting  the  old  flag." 

The  7th  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  was  commanded  during  the 
two  days'  engagement  by  Colonel  Elliott  W.  Rice;  and  formed 
a  part  of  the  first  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  West 
Tennessee.  Its  loss  was  122  in  the  two  days'  battle.  One  ofli- 
cer  and  twenty  enlisted  men  were  killed ;  and  seven  officers 
and  eighty  enlisted  men  were  wounded.  One  officer  and  thir- 
teen enlisted  men  were  missing.  Colonel  Rice  speaks  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Parrott  with  unstinted  praise ;  and  mentions  oth- 
er individuals  as  follows:  Of  Major  McMullen  he  says:  "He 
did  efficient  service  until  he  was  wounded  and  disabled  on  the 
evening  of  the  3d."  "Captain  Coun  though  wounded  remained 
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^th  his  command  through  both  days'  battle."  "Captains 
Hedges  and  Mahon,  left  in  camp  sick,  left  their  beds  and  came 
on  the  battle-field  on  Saturday ,and  did  efficient  service.  Their 
companies  were  well  commanded  Friday  by  Lieutenants  Dillin 
-and  Sergent. "  "Lieutenant  Gale  displayed  great  gallantry , and 
was  very  severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  4th,  after  which 
the  company  was  bravely  led  by  Lieutenant  Morrison.  Cap- 
tains Irvin  and  Reiniger  also  performed  their  duties  nobly.  I 
must  also  mention  Lieutenants  Hope,  Longbridge,  Irwin,  Mc- 
Oormick,  Bennett  and  Bess."  "Captain  Benton  K.  Smith, who 
was  killed  in  the  last  hour  of  the  battle  of  the  4th,  was  one  of 
the  most  promising  young  officers  of  the  service.  Color  Ser- 
geant Aleck  Field  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  3d;  after- 
wards the  colors  were  borne  by  William  Akers  of  Company 
O,  who  was  also  wounded.  They  were  then  carried  by  George 
Craig  of  Company  B.  All  the  color  guard  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  being  either  killed  or  wounded.  Sergeant  Major 
Cameron,  severely  wounded,  must  not  escape  favorable  men- 
tion for  his  bravery  and  valuable  duties  upon  the  field."  And 
of  Surgeon  Lake  he  says:  "He  and  his  assistant  labored 
<iay  and  night  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded." 

The  Union  Brigade  was  composed  of  detachments  of  the 
8th,  12th  and  14th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  under  the  command 
-of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  P.  Coulter  of  the  12th  Iowa  In- 
fantry. In  the  two  days'  battle  it  constituted  a  part  of  the 
Pirst  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  West  Tennessee.  In 
the  engagement  the  8th  lost  in  killed  one  officer  and  two  enlist- 
^  men ;  wounded,  two  officers  and  thirty-two  enlisted  men,  and 
missing,  seven  enlisted  men;  making  a  total  loss  of  thirty- 
seven.  The  12th  lost  in  killed^  four  enlisted  men;  wounded, 
five  officers  and  twenty-three  enlisted  men ;  missing,  seven  en- 
listed men.  Total  loss,  thirty-nine.  The  14th  lost  in  wounded 
^eleven  enlisted  men  and  three  missing,  total  fourteen.  Colonel 
Coulter  says  in  speaking  of  the  first  day's  battle:  "The  day 
was  one  of  the  hottest  of  the  season;  many  of  the  men 
were  completely  exhausted."  "We  lost  this  day  Lieutenant 
Tichenor,  a  meritorious  young  officer  of  the  8th  Iowa,  who 
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was  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Palmer  of  the  12th,  shot  through 
the  chest  and  left  for  dead  on  the  field.  He  is,  however^ 
likely  to  recover." 

The  Third  Brigade,  Sixth  Division  of  the  Army  of  West 
Tennessee  (called  the  Iowa  Brigade),was  composed  of  the  llth, 
13th,  15th  and  16th  Regiments  Iowa  Infantry;  commanded 
by  Colonel  Marcellus  M.  Crocker.  In  these  regiments  the 
following  casualties  occurred.  In  the  11th  one  enlisted  man 
was  killed;  two  officers  wounded  and  eight  enlisted  men,  and 
ten  enlisted  men  were  missing.  Total  loss,  twenty-one.  In  the 
13th  Iowa  one  enlisted  man  was  killed,  one  officer  and  thirteen 
enlisted  men  were  wounded,  making  a  total  loss  of  fifteen.  In. 
the  15th  Iowa  three  officers  were  killed  and  eight  enlisted  men. 
Three  officers  were  wounded  and  sixty-four  enlisted  men. 
Eight  enlisted  men  were  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  eighty- 
six.  In  the  16th  Iowa  one  enlisted  man  was  killed,  two  offi- 
cers and  eighteen  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  and  six  enlisted 
men  were  missing,  making  a  total  loss  of  twenty-seven. 

Colonel  Crocker,  in  his  report,  speaks  of  the  following  indi- 
vidual instances  of  signal  bravery.  He  says:  "I  deem  it  my 
especial  duty  to  particularly  mention  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bel- 
knap, who  commanded  the  15th  Regiment.  This  regiment 
was  under  the  hottest  fire,  and  Colonel  Belknap  was  every- 
where  along  the  line,  mounted,  with  sword  in  hand,  encour- 
aging by  voice  and  gesture  his  men  to  stand  their  ground.'^ 

^^Lieutenant-Colonel  Addison  H.  Sanders,  who  commanded 
the  16th,  is  entitled  to  great  praise.  He  rode  along  the  lino 
of  his  regiment  amid  the  storm  of  bullets,  encouraging  his 
brave  boys  who  had  so  lately  suffered  at  luka  to  remember 
their  duty,  and  although  soierely  wounded,  remained  witb 
his  regiment  until  it  marched  oflE  the  field." 

"Majors  Cunningham  of  the  15th  and  Purcell  of  the  16tli 
did  their  whole  duty  and  conducted  themselves  with  great 
bravery.  Two  companies  of  the  13th  Iowa,  Company  A,  in 
command  of  Captain  Kennedy,  and  Company  G,  in  command 
of  Captain  Walker,  had  before  the  engagement  commenced 
been  deployed  as  skirmishers.     The  advance  of  the  enemy 
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drove  them  in.^  They  were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of 
the  15th  Iowa.  They  formed  in  order,  fighting  like  veter- 
ans,  retiring  under  their  brave  commanders  without  confu* 
sion,  when  ordered  to  do  bo." 

The  15th  Iowa  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
William  W.  Belknap  (Colonel  Reid  being  sick  and  unable  to 
command  the  first  day  of  the  battle),  who  says  in  his  report: 
"The  three  oflScers  killed  (First  Lieutenant  Eldridge  of  Com- 
pany K,  and  Second  Lieutenants  Kinsman  of  Company  C 
and  Cathcart  of  Company  G)  were  among  the  best  in  the  ser- 
vice. Though  young — dauntless  in  fight  and  devoted  to  duty 
— their  loss  can  hardly  be  overcome.  Personally  witnessing 
their  conduct  on  the  field,  I  can  truly  say  they  did  their  duty 
well;  none  could  have  done  it  better."  He  further  says :  "The 
officers  whose  gallant  conduct  came  under  my  official  obser- 
vation were  Major  Cunningham  and  Adjutant  Pomutz;  Cap- 
tain Kittle  and  Lieutenant  Whitenack,  of  Company  A;  Lieu- 
tenant Wilkinsof  Company  B;  Captain  Seevers  of  Company 
C;  Captain  Madison  and  Lieutenant  Throckmorton  of  Com- 
pany F;  Captain  Hanks  of  Company  G  and  Lieutenants 
Miller  and  King  of  Company  I.  Others  doubtless  did  as  well^ 
but  those  referred  to  were  noticed  by  myself.  Major  Cun- 
ningham throughout  the  contest  rallied  the  men  and  cheered 
on  the  regiment,  and,  though  quite  severely  wounded,  re- 
mained with  the  regiment  to  the  close." 

"Of  the  staff  officers  Assistant  Surgeon  Gibbon  and  Quar- 
termaster Higley,  and  of  non-commissioned  staflF,  Sergeant- 
Major  Brown,  who  was  wounded,  and  Commissary  Sergeant 
Elliott,  have  my  thanks  for  services  promptly  rendered  in 
their  departments.  Color  Corporal  Black  of  Company  E  had 
charge  of  the  colors,  and  commanded  applause  by  his  great 
gallantry.  Clinging  to  the  standard,  he  only  gave  it  up  when 
severely  wounded,  at  which  time  Color  Corporal  Wells  of 
Company  I  took  the  flag  as  it  was  falling  and  bore  it  bravely 
through  the  remainder  of  the  fight." 

"During  the  action  of  the  4th  (or  second  day)  the  regi- 
ment, under  command  of  Colonel  Reid,  was  placed  in  position 
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to  support  the  fort  from  which  the  artillery  of  Captain  Phil- 
lips was  served  with  sach  terrible  effect,  and  while  there  had 
two  men  wounded." 

The  16th  Regiment  at  the  close  of  the  battle  was  under  the 
command  of  Major  Wm.  Purcell.  In  his  report,  after  describ- 
ing the  movements  of  the  regiment  at  the  beginning  of  the 
engagement,  and  subsequent  change  of  front  in  consequence 
of  the  maneuvers  of  the  enemy,  he  says:  "During  the  fight 
this  day  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sanders  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  thigh  and  had  his  horse  shot  in  several  places,  but  retained 
command  until  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  inner  line  of 
fortifications,  when  he  retired  to  have  his  wounds  dressed,  and 
the  command  devolved  upon  me.**  He  says  of  the  entire 
regiment':  "Permit  me  to  say  while  at  this  point  that  the 
officers  and  men  are  entitled  to  great  credit,  and  their  superior 
officers  and  their  State  may  well  be  proud  of  them,  They  did 
their  whole  duty  in  the  engagement  of  Friday.  They  dis- 
played great  courage  in  reforming  the  regiment  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy  and  seemed  willing  to  engage  them  again. 
I  noticed  with  pleasure  the  courage  and  bravery  displayed  by 
the  Color  Sergeant,  Samuel  Duffin,  Company  F.  He  stood 
waving  the  colors  and  encouraging  the  men  both  by  actions 
and  words.  He  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field,  and  bore  the 
colors  away  with  him  while  missiles  of  death  flew  thick  and 
fast  around  him.  The  Color  Corporals,  McEIhany  of  Com- 
pany E,  H.  B.Eighnoy  of  Company  H,and  J.  Kuhn  of  Com- 
pany C,  also  deserve  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct.** 

It  had  not  been  my  purpose  in  preparing  this  article  to  go 
into  their  details  respecting  the  meritorious  conduct  and  the 
losses  of  Iowa  regiments  in  the  battle.  But  as  I  began  to 
review  these  events  to  refresh  my  mind  for  its  preparation,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  a  simple  recital  of  how  officers,  wounded 
and  bleeding,  remained  on  the  field  with  their  boys  during 
these  two  memorable  days;  and  of  how  the  brave  boys  who 
bore  the  colors,  torn  and  bleeding  with  wounds,  stood  at  their 
posts  waving  the  flag  and  shouting  their  comrades  to  the  con- 
test; and  how  when  one  fell  another  was  ready  to  snatch  up 
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this  dangerous  mark  for  rebel  bnlletB  and  bear  it  forward 
nearer  the  enemy — would  recall  to  the  grasping,  money-get- 
ting,  bloodless  ingrates  of  this  generation  the  spirit  of  heroic 
consecration  that  animated  the  country  in  those  days  of  pat- 
riotic fervor.  The  contrast  will  also  in  some  measure  illus- 
trate the  supreme  littleness  and  meanness  of  men  who  took 
no  part  in  the  contest,  who  are  now  higling  about  the  pension 
list  with  the  hope  of  reversing  the  policy  so  solemnly  en- 
joined  by  Lincoln  in  his  last  inaugural  address:  ^'To  care 
for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow 
and  his  orphans." 

The  Musquakies. — The  census  of  the  Musquakie  Indians  ia 
Tama  county  was  taken  the  other  day.  There  were  389  per- 
sons living,  a  decrease  of  four  during  the  year.  There  were 
twenty  deaths  and  sixteen  births  during  the  year.  Males  195, 
females  194.  Two  Indians  have  crossed  the  100-year  line — 
one  being  112  years  of  age  and  the  other  an  even  100,  ac- 
cording  to  the  best  obtainable  authority.  The  Musquakies 
were  never  a  great  tribe,  but  in  aboriginal  days  they  were 
greater  as  a  nation  than  they  are  now.  The  occasional  brawls 
in  which  individual  members  of  the  tribe  became  embroiled 
with  one  another  and  with  white  men  were  most  invariably  to 
be  traced  to  the  fire  water  supplied  by  the  latter.  The  women 
and  occasionally  the  men  are  seen  here  once  in  a  while  selling 
some  articles  of  native  handiwork.  They  are  slowly  and 
steadily  growing  less  in  number. — Cedar  Rapids  Republican, 


Dubuque's  Grave. — There  was  no  mausoleum  or  even  a 
slab  of  marble  there.  A  stone  wall,  enclosing  a  space  about 
six  feet  long  and  three  wide,  two  feet  high,  and  covered  by  a 
light  roof,  contains  his  bones.  ...  At  the  head  of  the  grave 
stands  a  cross  of  red  cedar,  about  ten  feet  high,  on  the  arms  of 
which  are  inscribed  his  name,  the  time  of  his  death,  and  age. 
The  following  is  the  inscription:  '*Julien  Du  Buque,  Mineur 
de  la  Mine  Espagne,  mourait  le  24  mars,  1810:  age  de  45^ 
annees." — Cor,  Dubuque  Visitor,  August  10 ^  1836. 
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EDITORIAL     DEPARTMENT. 


ANENT  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  IOWA. 


In  the  copies  of  this  important  document  as  generally  pub- 
lished, whether  in  the  Codes  or  elsewhere,  there  have  from  the 
very  beginning  been  more  or  less  clerical  errors.  These  errors 
have  not  imperilled  the  rights  of  any  person  or  persons,  but 
they  have  not  been  pleasing  to  the  critical  sense.  Then,  at 
various  times  since  its  adoption  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  amendment.  For  instance,  in  1868,  by  a 
vote  of  the  people,  after  a  contest  not  free  from  acrimony,  the 
word  "white"  was  stricken  from  five  of  its  sections;  and  in 
1880  the  words  "free  white"  were  in  like  manner  eliminated 
from  section  four  of  article  three.  Other  amendments  have 
also  been  adopted — notably  one  prohibiting  "the  manufacture 
for  sale,'*  etc.,  of  "intoxicating  liquors,"  which  was  held  by  the 
Supreme  Court  not  to  have  become  a  part  of  the  constitution. 
(Koehler  &Langevs,  Hill,GOthIowR'Rei)..p.  543.)  Ithaving 
become  very  desirable  that  correct  copies  of  this  instrument 
should  be  readily  accessible  at  the  Capitol,  as  well  as  in  libraries 
and  county  seats,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  caused  a  tran- 
script to  be  made  from  the  original  rolls  in  his  office.  This 
is  now  printed  in  a  neat  pamphlet  of  36  pages,  and  copies 
may  be  had  on  application  at  his  office.  In  addition  to  the 
original  instrument,  the  amendments  are  all  presented  by 
themselves  in  a  supplement,  and  also  duly  incorporated  in 
the  text  where  they  properly  belong. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  our  readers,  we  do  not  doubt,  to 
see  the  vote  by  counties,  upon  the  question  of  the  adoption 
or  rejection  of  this  New  Constitution.  Here  is  the  table,  as 
compiled  originally,  which  is  both  interesting  and  valuable, 
and  well  worth  preserving  in  these  pages: 
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Ad  abstract  of  the  rotes  cast  in  the  seyeral  counties  in  the  State  of  Iowa 
at  the  Aognst  Election,  A.  D.  1857,  for  and  against  the  adoption  of  the 
New  Constitution. 
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This  unique  edition  of  the  Constitution  presents  reduced 
fac  similes  of  the  signatures  of  the  men  who  made  it.  Some- 
of  them  are  living,  but  the  majority  have  passed  away.  They 
wrote  their  names  as  follows: 


/  ^,  /f  «-<o 


^^^^    ^eJ^/&^i^>^ 


We  had  an  election  in  those  days  in  August,  which  waa 
afterwards  abolished.  It  was  at  this  election  that  the  vote  waa 
taken  "for  and  against"  its  adoption.  After  all  the  votes  were- 
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received  and  canvassed,  Gov.  James  W.  Grimes  issued  a  Proc- 
lamation declaring  the  instrument  adopted,  and  ^Ho  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  State."  This  is  a  reduced /oc  simile  ot 
that  announcement: 


^^    ''^y  i-*/^      //./  >*       ^^     iR**-i      ^A^««»«^   </t      -^g^  tf^sT^^^ 
se-M    ^t^,d.^a^c/t.    *r-%^t£    4^.<^%^      "Z^cQ^    <#j. 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  everybody  accepts  our  Constitution- 
as  a  very  excellent  one — no  demand  having  ever  arisen  for  a 
new  one — the  very  small  majority  of  1,630  by  which  it  w^s- 

Vol.  1—15. 
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adopted  seems  almost  unaccountable.  The  facts  were — as  we 
are  informed  by  an  eminent,  we  might  well  say  illustrious, 
member  of  the  Convention — that  it  was  "the  product  of  a 
Republican  body,"  and  hence  largely  opposed  by  the  Demo- 
crats, as  the  vote  by  counties  fully  indicates.  It  "anchored'* 
the  State  Capital  at  Des  Moines,  and  hence  aroused  the  op- 
position of  ambitious  rivals  for  that  high  distinction.  It  also 
made  a  radical  change  in  the  law  of  evidence — Sec.  4,  Art.  1 
— and  this  was  distasteful  to  many  voters. 

The  seal  is  a  good  copy — though  its  small  size  detracts 
somewhat  from  its  clearness — of  the  first  seal  of  the  State, 
concerning  which  there  has  been  some  controversy.  The 
originals  from  which  these  copies  were  made  are  in  the  oflSce 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  through  whose  courtesy  we  are  able 
to  present  them  here. 


THE  IOWA  DOG  LAW  OP  1862. 


The  writer  hereof  had  the  honor  of  serving  as  Chief  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  the  winter  of  1862,  as  well  as  at  the  extra 
session  of  the  same  body  in  the  following  September.  Very 
soon  after  the  regular  session  opened  petitions  began  to  come 
in,  seemingly  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  praying  for  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  "providing  for  the  registry  of  dogs,  and  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  township  officers  in  certain  cjises."  It  was 
undoubtedly  true,  as  was  afterward  charged,  that  some  one  or 
more  individuals  interested  in  raising  sheep  had  started  this 
movement  and  given  it  very  systematic  direction.  That  there 
was  good  management  behind  the  eflFort  can  not  be  doubted. 
A  full  head  of  steam  was  kept  up  from  start  to  finish.  So 
many  petitions  came  in  and  kept  coming,  that  it  seemed  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  were  determined  that  Iowa 
should  have  not  only  a  "well-regulated,**  but  most  stringent 
"dog  law."  This  apparent  unanimity  of  sentiment  resulted  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  which  was  introduced  by  Mr.  White  of 
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Scott  county  on  the  4th  day  of  February.  During  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  measure  there  was  no  end  of  merriment,  and 
all  sorts  of  humorous  and  whimsical  amendments  were  offered, 
but  for  the  most  part  not  recognized  by  the  chair.  So  that  a 
hearty  laugh  was  evoked,  the  mover  was  fully  satisfied.  The 
acknowledged  wag  of  the  House  was  the  Hon.  Thomas  Har- 
die,  of  Dubuque,  who  saw  many  opportunities  for  the  display 
of  his  incisive  wit  upon  this  measure,  both  at  the  regular  and 
extra  sessions.  He  improved  his  opportunities  to  the  best 
of  his  well  known  and  acknowledged  ability  in  that  direction. 
There  were  many  Members  and  Senators  who  would  not  have 
voted  for  the  bill  but  for  the  fact  that  it  seemed  to  be  so 
unanimously  demanded  by  their  constituents,  Various  efforts 
were  made  to  secure  a  modification  of  what  were  regarded  as 
too  severe  provisions — substitutes  were  offered  for  it — but  all 
to  no  effect.  A  vote  was  reached  in  the  house  on  the  7th  day 
of  March.  This  resulted  in  its  passage,  though  it  received 
only  51  ayes — just  the  least  number  by  which  it  could  be 
passed  under  our  constitution.  But  it  is  probable  that  more 
votes  could  have  been  secured  had  they  been  necessary. 
There  were  ten  "not  voting,''  most  of  whom  were  doubtless 
near  at  hand  at  the  time  of  the  roll-call. 

The  bill  was  duly  approved  by  Governor  Kirkwood,  and 
went  into  effect  upon  its  publication  in  the  Des  Moines  Regis- 
ter ^  Des  Moines  Times  and  Iowa  Homestead  and  Farmer.  It 
contained  twelve  sections  besides  the  publication  clause,  and 
was  at  once  most  specific  and  severe  in  its  provisions  and  pen- 
alties. It  compelled  owners  of  dogs  to  register  them  each 
year  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  township,  the  fee  being 
from  $1  to  $3.  There  were  heavy  penalties  for  false  registries 
of  dogs,  and  for  killing  dogs  lawfully  registered.  Marshals, 
police  officers  and  constables  were  enjoined  to  kill  any  dog 
at  large  without  his  collar,  as  provided  by  law. 

While  the  measure  was  pending  before  the  Legislature  it 
seemed  to  be  wanted  by  almost  everybody.  As  is  said  of  cer- 
tain quack  medicines,  one  might  almost  believe  that  "children 
<5ried  for  it!"     But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  a  more  unpop.- 
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ular  enactment  was  ever  placed  upon  the  statute  books  of 
our  State.  The  nature  of  the  measure  can  best  be  shown  by- 
cop  jing  one  of  its  sections: 

'*  Sbotion  1.  Be  it  tnactedy  e(c.,  That  every  owner  or  keeper  of  a  do^ 
shaU  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  May,  1862,  and  each  year  thereafter^ 
cause  it  to  be  registered,  numbered  and  described,  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Township  where  said  owner  or  keeper  resides,  and  shall  pay  to  said 
clerk  for  said  registry,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  every  male  dog,  and  three 
dollars  for  every  female  dog,  and  shall  receive  from  said  clerk  a  certificate 
of  registry,  number  and  description  of  said  dog,  which  certificate  shaU  be 
prima  fcusU  evidence  of  the  proper  registry  of  said  dog  in  any  township 
of  the  State.  The  Township  Clerk  shall  receive  for  every  certificate  so 
issued  twenty  cents,  from  the  funds  accruing  under  this  section.'' 

Many  of  the  newspapers  treated  it  with  contemptuous  deri- 
sion, as  did  thousands  of  the  people.  While  no  data  is  acces- 
sible to  the  writer,  it  is  pretty  safe  to  say  that  it  was  in  most 
places  "a  dead  letter."  Members  and  Senators  who  voted  for 
it  innocently  enough,  because  of  the  apparent  popular  de- 
mand for  such  an  enactment,  were  simply  horrified  at  the 
storm  of  indignation  which  greeted  them  as  soon  as  its  provi- 
sions became  known  in  their  counties.  Here  and  there  commun- 
ities seemed  to  favor  the  law  and  endorsed  the  action  of  their 
representatives  in  voting  for  the  bill  and  against  its  repeal. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  general  sentiment  in  regard  to  it. 

But  on  the  3d  day  of  September  the  Legislature  was  con- 
vened  by  Gov.  Kirkwood  in  extra  session — for  the  purpose  of 
providing  ways  and  means  to  aid  the  Government  in  suppress- 
ing the  Rebellion.  "Father  Abraham"  had  called  for  "300,^ 
000  more."  It  was  often  and  widely  claimed  and  published 
that  this  extra  session  was  held  for  the  sole  purpose  of  repeal- 
ing the  dog  law !  This  assertion  was  purely  a  fiction.  But  it 
is  nevertheless  true,  that  no  sooner  was  the  House  organized 
than  a  dozen  members  sprang  to  their  feet  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  either  bills  or  resolutions  for  the  repeal  of  the  ob- 
noxious statute.  Mr.  Van  Anda,  of  Delaware,  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Speaker,  his  resolution  merely  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  to  report  a  bill  repealing  the  dog 
law.  Various  efforts  were  made  by  Messrs.  Bowdoin,  Fergu- 
son and  others  to  amend,  but  the  resolution,  after  some  de- 
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bate — and  evidently  with  the  determination  that  no  man  should 
be  allowed  to  steal  a  march  on  any  other  as  a  champion  re- 
pealer— was  laid  upon  the  table.  On  the  next  day,  Mr.  Knoll, 
of  Dubuque  county,  quietly  introduced  House  File  No.  2,  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  law.  There  was  more  dignity  and  less  hurry 
and  rush  in  the  Senate;  still,  Mr.  Neal introduced  a  bill  (S.  P. 
No.  1)  to  the  same  purport.  It  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  "with 
instructions  to  report  at  an  early  day." 

It  really  looked  ridiculous  and  absurd  to  see  the  Legisla- 
ture, called  together  in  one  of  the  gravest  public  emergencies 
that  ever  arose  in  the  State  or  Nation,  wholly  unwilling  to 
enter  upon  the  great  business  of  that  extraordinary  session, 
until  steps  had  been  taken  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  for  the  reg- 
istry and  taxation  of  dogs !  But  if  there  was  any  particular 
question  more  than  another  upon  which  a  majority  of  the 
Members  and  Senators  united,  it  was  upon  the  abrogation  of 
what  had  proved  to  be  a  most  irritating,  vexatious  and  obnox- 
ious statute.  The  measure  for  repeal  was  several  times  under 
discussion,  but  was  quickly  passed  and  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. One  of  the  provisions  only  of  the  original  act  was 
retained,  viz. :  that  making  owners  responsible  for  damages 
done  by  their  dogs.  While  the  law  existed  it  created  a  world 
of  acrimonious  discussion.  Votes  in  its  favor  no  doubt  sealed 
the  fate  of  quite  a  number  of  budding  statesmen  who  had  cher- 
ished aspirations  for  higher  places  of  honor  or  profit.  Some 
of  them  paid  very  dearly  for  what  they  attempted  to  do  for 
the  people  in  thus  meddling  with  their  canine  friends.  The 
old  saying,  "Love  me,  love  my  dog,"  seemed  just  as  pertinent 
as  ever. 

A  LITERARY  QUESTION  SETTLED. 


For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  question  of  the 
authorship  of  that  beautiful  and  oft-quoted  poem,  "There  is 
no  Death,"  has  been  in  dispute.  The  writer  attempted,  fully 
twenty  years  ago,  to  induce  his  friend,  the  author,  Mr.  J.  L. 
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McCreery,  a  well  known  Iowa  man,  to  take  steps  to  settle  the 
question  in  a  manner  which  should  thenceforth  admit  of  no 
doubt.  He  did  not  do  this,  and  his  poem  has  continued  to  go 
"the  rounds  of  the  press"  and  to  be  quoted  in  funeral  oratory 
as  the  work  of  the  late  Lord  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton,  the  dis- 
tinguished author  of  "The  Last  Days  of  Pompeii"  and  other 
great  novels.  True,  within  the  past  two  or  three  years,  Hon. 
Theodore  S.  Parvin  and  others,  in  the  interest  of  justice,  have 
undertaken  to  set  the  matter  right — in  fact,  have  well  ni^h 
dissipated  all  doubt  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  McCreery  also  had 
written  one  or  more  letters  relating  to  it,  which  seemed  to  be 
fairly  conclusive.  But  nevertheless  there  were  points  which 
might  be  raised  in  the  future,  and  tend  to  throw  doubt  upon 
these  attempts  to  set  the  matter  right.  The  principal  diflSculty 
in  this  direction  was*  the  fact  of  there  being  more  than  one 
version  of  the  poem  in  circulation.  We  therefore,  earnestly 
urged  Mr.  McCreery  to  consider  all  these  points  and  present 
to  our  readers  the  history  of  his  great  poem,  making  every- 
thing relative  to  it  clear  and  authoritative.  This  he  has  done. 
It  afFords  us  great  pleasure  to  present  his  statement  in  our 
pages,  accompanied  by  a  fairly  good  reproduction  of  his  por- 
trait. We  are  spared  the  necessity  of  saying  more  concern- 
ing the  poem,  for  his  own  account  is  full  and  graphic  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  and  will  be  found  exceedingly  interesting. 


*FIT  TO  COMMAND   AN    INDEPENDENT   ARMY.' 


That  General  Marcellus  M.  Crocker  had  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  aflPections  of  the  people  of  Des  Moines  is  evinced  by 
the  facts  that  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  city  schools,  a  street, 
a  public  park,  a  post  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  a  railroad  sta- 
tion near  by,  all  bear  his  honored  name.  His  old  brigade, 
which  won  imperishable  renown  under  his  command,  also 
holds  a  reunion  every  two  years  and  publishes  reports  of  its 
transactions.  Many  people  still  reside  here  who  knew  him 
intimately  and  well,  the  writer  of  this  item  among  the  num- 
ber.    He  was  two  years  at  West  Point,  but  had  to  leave  the 
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school  in  consequence  of  the  necesBities  of  his  family  at  home. 
He  was,  therefore,  possessed  of  much  military  knowledge. 
Before  the  war,  he  had  attained  a  conspicu^s  position  as  a 
lawyer,  and  was  known  throughout  the  State  as  a  shrewd  and 
most  active  Democratic  politician.  He  was  a  wide-awake,, 
breezy,  large-hearted,  "good  fellow,"  possessing  great  personal 
popularity.  He  entered  the  service  in  very  feeble  health,  but 
rose  rapidly  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  and  but  for  his 
untimely  death  would  very  soon  have  been  made  a  Major- 
General,  with  a  lower  rank  in  the  regular  army.  Some  day 
we  hope  to  present  a  sketch  of  his  most  brilliant  career.  Jusi 
now  we  simply  place  on  record  the  fact  that  his  friends,  Messrs. 
P.  M.  Casady,  J.  S.  Polk,  Geo.  G.  Wright,  Barlow  Granger, 
Isaac  Brandt,  Geo.  Whitaker,  J.  W.  Cheek,  E.  L.  Marsh,  R. 
S.  Finkbine,  Hoyt  Sherman,  B.  F.  Gue  and  Charles  Aldrich, 
have  caused  to  be  cut  upon  his  monument  in  Woodland  Ceme- 
tery the  famous  words  which  General  Grant  wrote  in  his 
book — '*General  Crocker  was  fit  to  command  an  independent 
army'' — than  which  one  hero  could  not  more  highly  compli- 
ment another.  These  words  cut  in  the  marble  block  are  duly 
credited— *'U.  S.  Grant." 


RIVER  LAND  INVESTIGATION. 


Under  direction  of  Hon.  Hoke  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, an  agent  of  the  Department  has  been  engaged  during 
the  past  summer  in  investigating  the  claims  of  settlers  upon 
the  Des  Moines  River  lands.  The  end  in  view  is  to  secure 
from  Congress  indemnity  for  their  losses.  The  great  case  in 
their  behalf,  which  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Attorney  General  of  Iowa,  having  failed,^ 
this  course  is  the  only  one  left.  However,  it  does  not  vary  in 
any  material  respect  from  that  instituted  and  ably  prosecuted 
by  Hon.  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter  in  his  first  term  as  Governor. 
Hon.  John  F.  Duncombe  was  then  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
House  of  Representatives,  and  earnestly  supported  the  mea- 
sure.    Under  the  law  which  was  passed,  with  little  or  no  oppo- 
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sition,  three  CommiBsioners  were  appointed,  who  after  a  pro- 
tracted investigation,  submitted  their  report  July  25, 1872,  "on 
the  extent  of  l^ses  of  settlers  upon  Des  Moines  River  lands 
by  reason  of  failure  of  title."  This  was  printed  in  a  pam- 
phlet, now  very  scarce,  of  about  60  pages.  On  the  3d  of 
Jdarch,  1873,  Congress  passed  an  act  providing  for  another 
Oommission,  which  also  submitted  a  report  November  20, 1873, 
covering  substantially  the  same  ground.  As  a  result  of  these 
efforts  a  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Hon.  Jackson  Orr,  then  in  Congress 
from  the  Ft.  Dodge  District,  under  which  the  settlers  would 
have  received  something  over  $400,000 — but  it  failed  in  the 
Senate,  owing  doubtless  to  the  powerful  opposition  of  Senator 
Pratt,  of  Indiana.  This  new  effort  is  based  upon  the  idea  of 
fair  indemnity,  precisely  as  it  was  advocated  by  Governor 
Carpenter  and  Mr.  Duncombe  in  1872.  It  is  certainly  to  be 
hoped  that  the  action  of  Congress  will  be  more  propitious  to 
the  settlers  than  that  of  twenty  years  ago. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  times  we  copy  the  following 
notice — August  17, 1893 — to  the  settlers  by  the  special  agent 
of  the  Interior  Department: 

BIYKB   liAND    INTESTIOATIOM. 

To  Whom  it  May  Concern: 

All  parties  interested  are  hereby  notified  that  the  commission  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act 
of  March  8, 1893,  touching  the  Des  Moines  River  Land  Grant,  will  hold  its 
flitting  at  Fort  Dodge  on  the  16th.  The  sitting  will  begin  at  9  a.  m.  and 
continne  from  day  to  day.  The  object  of  the  investigation  is  to  asoertain 
the  sum  or  sums  paid  by  the  holders  of  certificates  or  patents  to  said  lands, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  to  purchase  the  paramount  title  as  settled  by  the 
decisions  of  the  courts;  and  also  the  value  of  such  paramount  title  in  case 
ivhere  the  purchase  has  not  been  made  by  any  of  the  holders  of  such  eerti- 
flcates  or  patents,  and  to  ascertain  such  other  facts  as  are  necessary  to 
enable  the  United  States  to  properly  and  equitably  adjust  the  claims  of 
persons  who  entered  upon  such  lands  receiving  from  the  proper  officers 
written  evidence  of  such  entry  or  settlement  upon  any  of  said  lands.  The 
inquiry  will  cover  the  original  holders  of  certificates  and  patents  and  also 
the  present  owners  holding  such  original  certificates  and  patents.  Parties 
will  facilitate  the  inquiry  by  presenting  with  their  titles  an  abstract  of  the 
same.  After  completing  the  work  at  this  point  the  commission  will  hold 
sittings  in  the  counties  where  the  lands  are  situated,  of  which  notice  will 
be  given.  Robebt  L.  Bbbmxb,  Special  AgenL 

Mr.  Bemer  will  visit  Stratford  previous  to  coming  to  Rort  Dodge. 
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The  Fort  Dodge  Messenger  of  August  17  spoke  of  this 
-effort  as  follows: 

On  Tuesday  Hon.  Robert  L.  Bemer,  accompanied  by  his  secretary,  Mr. 
T.  E.  Fletcher,  and  his  stenogprapher,  Mr.  A.  M.  Speer,  arrived  in  this  city 
and  registered  at  the  Dnncombe  House.  Mr.  Berner  ip  the  special  com> 
missioner  appointed  by  Hon.  Hoke  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to 
investigate  the  claims  of  the  bona  Jide  settlers  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Des  Moines  River  Land  Grant.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  bill  was 
passed  providing  for  this  investigation,  the  object  being  to  ascertain  the 
sum  or  sums  paid  by  the  holders  of  certificates  or  patents  to  said  land, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  to  purchase  the  paramount  title  as  settled  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  courts;  and  also  the  value  of  such  paramount  title  in  cases 
where  the  purchase  has  not  been  made  by  any  of  the  holders  of  such  certi- 
ficates or  patents,  and  to  ascertain  such  other  facts  as  are  necessary  to  en- 
able the  United  States  to  properly  and  equitably  adjust  the  claims  of  per- 
sons who  entered  upon  such  lands,  receiving  from  the  proper  officers  writ- 
ten evidence  of  entry  or  settlement  upon  any  of  said  Lands.  The  inquiry 
will  cover  the  original  holders  of  certificates  and  patents,  and  also  the 
present  owners  holding  under  such  original  certificates  and  patents.  Par- 
ties wiU  facilitate  the  inquiry  by  presenting  with  their  titles  an  abstract 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  Berner's  report  will  contain  a  fuU  history  of  the  claims  against  the 
Government  by  the  settlers,  so  that  the  Government  can  make  an  appro- 
priation to  repay  the  settlers  the  amounts  originally  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  land,  averaging  about  $1.50  per  acre.  He  also  wants  informa- 
tion concerning  the  improvements  made  and  all  transfers.  The  report  is 
to  be  submitted  at  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress.  Mr.  Berner  de- 
sires that  aU  parties  in  this  county  who  are  interested  should  caU  on  him 
during  his  stay  in  Fort  Dodge  this  week  and  next.  His  headquarters  wiU 
be  at  the  Buncombe  House,  but  his  work  wiU  be  carried  on  in  the  office  of 
the  County  Recorder  in  the  court  house. 

Mr.  Berner  has  a  list  of  about  two  hundred  claims  in  this  county  against 
the  Government,  on  land  to  which  the  United  States  Government  gave  the 
settlers  a  title.  He  is  not  authorized  to  investigate  any  other  cases.  Mr. 
Berner  states,  however,  that  he  will  hear  any  claims  in  which  he  considers 
there  is  any  considerable  amount  of  equity  and  present  them  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Berner  expects  to  remain  in  Fort  Dodge  until  Friday,  August  25, and 
hopes  to  hear  from  every  settler  who  has  a  claim  against  the  Government 
daring  that  time.  He  stopped  at  Stratford  yesterday  and  investigated 
several  cases  but  found  he  could  make  no  progress  without  the  county  re- 
cords. The  commission  was  in  session  at  Boone  for  a  week  and  in  that 
time  heard  all  but  two  cases  scheduled  there. 


AN  INTERESTING  SPECIMEN  OF  COPPER. 


Col.  Warren  S.  Dungan,  of  Chariton,  has  sent  to  the  His- 
torical  Department  a  specimen  of  Iowa  copper,  which  has  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  It  was  on  exhibition  at  the 
New  Orleans  Exposition  of  1883-4,  and  for  some  time  in  the 
museum  of  the  State  University.     It  was  found  by  Mr.  John 
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Clowser,  while  digging  a  well  on  the  divide  between  the 
waters  of  the  White  Breast  and  Cedar  creeks,  in  Lucas  coun- 
ty, at  the  depth  of  32  feet.  It  weighs  36  pounds.  It  is 
what  is  known  as  a  "drift  specimen" — having  been  carried 
far  from  its  original  resting  place. 

Native  copper  has  been  found  in  the  drift  at  a  number  of 
places  in  our  State.  It  usually  occurs  in  small  irregular 
masses,  varying  from  a  few  ounces  to  thirty  or  more  pounda 
in  weight.  These  masses  are  more  or  less  flattened  and 
rounded,  and  frequently  covered  on  one  or  more  sides  with 
small  parallel  striations  like  the  glacial  scratches  of  the  gran- 
ite boulders  which  are  associated  with  them.  At  Des  Moines, 
Chariton  and  elsewhere,  fragments  of  this  description  have 
been  found  from  time  to  time,  awakening  considerable  inter- 
est. Frequently,  time  and  money  have  been  expended  in  dig- 
ging and  prospecting  for  this  mineral  in  places  where  these 
masses  have  been  obtained.  Careful  examinations  show  that 
these  pieces  of  native  copper  found  in  the  drift  are  merely  er- 
ratics of  northern  origin,  like  the  boulders  of  granite  and 
other  igneous  rocks  whose  native  place  is  also  far  to  the 
northward,  beyond  the  borders  of  Iowa.  These  erratics  have 
been  transported  southward  by  the  glaciers,  which  once  spread 
out  over  the  upper  Mississippi  valley  and  brought  down  from 
the  north  mixed  masses  of  clay,  gravel,  sand  and  boulders, 
which  collectively  are  called  drift.  In  seeking  the  origin  of 
this  copper  it  must,  therefore,  be  looked  for  somewhere  near 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  believed  that  most,  if  not  all  of  the  native  copper 
which  has  been  found  in  the  drift  of  this  region  has  come 
from  the  well-known  copper  district  of  Lake  Superior.  The 
party  who  found  this  specimen  tried  to  chop  it  in  two  with 
an  ax,  and  it  bears  a  deep  indentation  on  one  of  its  sides. 
Both  sides  are  flattened  and  smoothed,  and  these  planed  sur- 
faces bear  deep  striations  or  glacial  scratches,  showing  how  it 
was  compressed  under  the  great  ice-plow.  Altogether,  it  is 
a  very  interesting  specimen. 
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NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Ex-GovEBNOB  William  M.  Stone  died  at  his  home  in  Okla- 
homa on  the  18th  day  of  Jaly  last,  at  the  age  of  66.  He  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  settling  at  Knox- 
ville,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1855,  he  established  the  Knoxville  Journal,  and  became 
its  editor.  He  was  a  delegate  from  Marion  county  to  the 
convention  which  assembled  at  Iowa  City  (then  the  capital  of 
the  State),  on  the  22d  of  February,  1856,  and  organized  the 
Kepublican  party  in  Iowa.  He  was  nominated  by  that  con- 
vention for  Presidential  Elector,  and  was  elected  in  November 
following.  In  1857  he  was  chosen  District  Judge,  and  under 
the  new  constitution  which  took  effect  the  next  year  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  new  Sixth  District.  When  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  in  1861,  he  raised  a  company  which  went  into  the 
Third  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which  regiment  Captain  Stone  was 
appointed  Major.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  was  held  at  Richmond  several 
months.  Soon  after  he  was  released  by  exchange.  Gover- 
nor Klirkwood  appointed  him  Colonel  of  the  22d  Infantry. 
He  was  slightly  wounded  at  one  of  the  battles  before  Vicks- 
burgjin  1863,  and  came  home  on  furlough.  He  attended  the 
Republican  State  Convention,  made  an  eloquent  war  speech 
(with  his  arm  in  a  sling ),  the  night  before  the  ballot  was  taken 
for  a  candidate  for  Governor,  where  most  of  the  delegates  were 
present.  A  warm  contest  had  been  going  on  for  months  be- 
tween the  supporters  of  General  Fitz  Henry  Warren  and 
Elijah  Sells.  But  the  thrilling  eloquence  of  the  wounded  sol- 
dier in  blue,  captured  a  majority  of  the  delegates,  and  Colonel 
William  M.  Stone  was  nominated  for  Governor.  He  was 
elected  over  General  J.  M.  Tuttle,  the  Democratic  candidate, 
by  a  majority  of  nearly  30,000.  He  was  re-elected  in  1865 
over  Colonel  Thomas  H.  Benton  by  a  majority  of  about  17,000. 
In  1888  Governor  Stone  was  chosen  Presidential  Elector 
over  Judge  Grant  of  Davenport,  who  had  been  his  competitor 
for  the  same  position  in  1856.     In  1889,  Governor  Stone  was 
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appointed  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice at  Washington,  and  near  the  close  of  President  Harri- 
son's term,  was  promoted  to  Commissioner.  Upon  retiring 
from  that  position  he  settled  in  Oklahoma,  where  he  resided 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  leaves  a  widow,  Caroline  M.,a 
daughter  of  the  late  Professor  James  Matthews  of  Knoxville. 


Majob  GfiNEBAL  WiLLiAM  Vandeveb  died  at  Buena  Ven- 
tura, California,  July  23,  at  the  age  of  77.  He  was  born  at 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  March  31,  1817.  He  came  west  in 
1839,  when  but  22  years  of  age,  and  settled  at  Rock  Island, 
Illinois.  He  was  a  surveyor  in  early  days,  and  surveyed  large 
tracts  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.  In 
1846  he  became  editor  of  the  Rock  Island  Advertiser  and  for 
many  years  conducted  that  journal  with  rare  ability.  In  that 
capacity  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  untiring  advo- 
oates  of  the  building  of  a  line  of  railroad  from  Chicago  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  which  enterprise  was  finally  accomplished, 
giving  to  the  country  the  first  division  of  the  great  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  system.  In  1847  he  married  Miss 
Williams  pf  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  in  1851  settled  in  Dubuque. 
In  partnership  with  Ben.  M.  Samuels  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  the  law,  and  in  1855  became  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa.  In  1858  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republi- 
<5ans  for  Congress  in  the  Second  District,  which  then  embraced 
the  north  half  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
2,739  over  Wm.  Leffingwell  of  Clinton  county.  He  served 
with  marked  ability  and  was  re-elected  in  1860,  over  his  old 
law  partner,  Ben.  M.  Samuels,  by  a  majority  of  9,599.  When 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  Vandever  resigned  his 
seat  in  Congress  and  entered  the  Union  army.  He  was  ap- 
pointed  Colonel  of  the  9th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  with 
distinguished  ability  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  the  Vicksburg 
campaign.  Lookout  Mountain  and  Sherman's  ^'March  to  the 
Sea."  For  gallant  services  in  these  great  campaigns  and  bat- 
tles, he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General  and 
brevet  Major  General.     After  the  close  of  the  war  General 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT.  237 

Vandever  returned  to  Dubuque,  where  he  resided  for  many 
years,  esteemed  as  one  of  the  foremost  public  men  in  Iowa. 
Several  years  ago  he  removed  to  California,  where  his  ability 
was  soon  recognized,  and  he  was  again  elected  to  Congress, 
serving  that  far  western  state  with  such  marked  ability  that 
at  the  close  of  his  term  he  was  re-elected.  The  Dubuque 
Times  says  of  him:  "General  Vandever  was  a  man  of  ster- 
ling qualities,  brainy,  prompt  to  act,  and  always  efficient.  He 
was  an  effective  debater,  a  loyal  citizen,  and  a  man  beloved  by 
his  friends  and  respected  by  his  political  opponents.  He  was 
an  ideal  legislator,  and  an  able,  brave  and  faithful  soldier.'^ 


Chancellor  George  T.  Carpenter,  of  Drake  University, 
died  in  Des  Moines  on  the  29th  day  of  July.  Professor  Car- 
penter was  bom  in  Nelson  couilty,  Kentucky,  March  4,  1832. 
He  graduated  at  Abingdon  College,  Illinois,  in  1859.  He 
soon  after  entered  the  Christian  ministry,  preaching  for  two 
years  at  Winterset,  Iowa.  Later,  he  accepted  a  professorship 
in  Oskaloosa  College,  where  he  served  for  twenty  years,  the 
most  of  the  time  as  president.  He  was  for  a  long  time  editor 
of  the  Christian-Evangelist.  In  1863  he  married  Henrietta 
L.  Drake,  who  survives  him.  In  1873  Professor  Carpenter 
was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  World's  Fair  at  Vienna. 
He  was  an  influential  leader  among  the  prohibitionists,  and 
in  1879  was  nominated  by  them  for  Governor,  but  declined. 
In  1881  Professor  Carpenter,  Elder  D.  R.  Lucas  and  General 
F.  M.  Drake  founded  Drake  University.  From  this  time  as 
long  as  he  lived.  Chancellor  Carpenter  gave  his  best  energies 
to  the  building  up  of  this  educational  institution,  which  largely 
through  his  excellent  work  and  influence  has  become  one  of 
the  great  colleges  of  the  State. 


Hon.  Joseph  Dysart  died  at  his  home  in  Tama  county, 
on  the  8th  of  September,  at  the  age  of  73.  He  was  born 
in  Huntington,  Pennsylvania,  July  8,  1820,  and  first  came 
to  Iowa  in  November,  1839.  But  he  did  not  make  a  perma- 
nent settlement  in  this  State  until  April,  1856,  when  he  located 
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at  Vinton.  He  bought  an  interest  in  the  Vinton  Eagle,  which 
he  edited  with  ability  for  two  years.  He  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  to  the  State  Senate,  to  represent  Benton 
and  Tama  counties,  in  1861,  filling  a  vacancy  for  one  session. 
In  1869  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  for  a  full  term  from 
Tama  and  Poweshiek  counties.  In  1873  he  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Governor.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  Agricultural 
College,  and  in  his  official  capacity  as  President  of  the  Sen- 
«ate,  rendered  it  valuable  service  when  a  vindictive  warfare 
was  waged  against  it  before  the  Legislature.  In  1884  he 
was  chosen  one  of  the  trustees  of  that  institution  for  the  term 
of  four  years.  The  town  of  Dysart,  in  Tama  county,  was 
named  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Governor  Dysart,  and  was  for  many 
years  his  home,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  Through- 
out his  long  life  in  Iowa  he  rendered  valuable  public  service 
to  his  town,  county  and  State,  and  was  honored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him. 


Judge  W.  H.  MoHenby,  of  Des  Moines,  died  at  his  home 
September  9, 1893.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at  old 
Fort  Des  Moines,  coming  there  in  1848.  He  was  the  first 
Mayor  of  the  Capital  city.  In  1878  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Fifth  Judicial  District  and  was  re-elected  in  1882,  serving 
until  1887.  He  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  77  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  sturdy,  self-reliant,  western  pioneer. 


Senator  R.  S.  Smith  of  the  Thirty-ninth  District,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Butler  and  Bremer,  died  at  his  home  at 
Parkersburg,  on  the  27th  of  August,  after  a  very  short  illness. 
Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1858,  settling  on  a  farm.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
in  the  fall  of  1891,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  by  his  colleagues  in  the  last  General  Assembly,  as 
well  as  by  his  constituents  of  all  parties  at  home.  He  was  a 
man  of  sound  judgment,  excellent  business  ability,  and  became 
an  influential  member  of  the  Legislature.     His  sudden  death 
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in  the  prime  of  life  is  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 


William  W.  Walkeb,  one  of  the  pioneer  railroad  buildeiB 
of  Iowa,  died  in  Chicago,  September  22.  He  was  born  in 
Cooperstown,  New  York,  in  1834,  and  was  educated  for  a 
civil  engineer.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  was  soon  after 
chosen  chief  engineer  of  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  R.  R., 
then  being  located  and  constructed  from  Chicago  via  Clinton, 
Iowa,  to  Council  BluflFs.  After  the  completion  of  that  road 
he  became  chief  engineer  and  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in 
building  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific  and  Elkhom  Valley  rail- 
roads. He  was  an  active  promoter  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &N.  R.  R., 
and  for  many  yearfe  its  superintendent.  He  afterwards  built  a 
road  south  from  Hannibal,  Missouri,  and  in  later  years  built 
an  important  line  in  Arizona.  He  was  the  first  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was  also  for 
many  years  one  of  the  owners  and  editors  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Republican.  He  was  widely  acquainted  with  the  leading  men 
of  Iowa  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  whole  life  was  one  of  great  use- 
fulness, and  his  name  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
pioneer  railroad  builders  of  Iowa,  commencing,  as  he  did, 
when  the  great  system  that  now  traverses  every  county  in 
our  State  was  in  its  infancy. 


Hon.  J.  Wilson  Williams  of  Des  Moines  county,  died  at 
his  home  near  Burlington  on  the  29th  of  August,  at  the  age  of 
77.  He  was  bom  in  1816,  at  Charlotte,  Vermont,  and  was 
educated  for  a  civil  engineer.  In  1836  he  came  west  to  Chi- 
cago, ^d  settled  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  where  for  twelve 
years  he  was  county  surveyor.  He  was  engaged  in  making 
the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between  Iowa  and  Missouri. 
In  1850  he  settled  at  Huron,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  to 
live  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1852  he  was  first  elected  to 
the  Legislature  and  waarepeatedly  chosen,  serving  five  terms 
in  the  House  and  two  sessions  in  the  Senate..  During  his  first 
term  in  the  House  he  was  a  colleague  of  James  W.  Grimes, 
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afterward  Governor  and  United  States  Senator.  He  was  first 
a  Whig,  and  afterwards  a  Republican  in  politics,  from  the 
organization  of  the  latter  party  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Agricultural  College  during^ 
the  years  of  its  organization  and  the  erection  of  the  main 
building.  In  1847  he  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Robinson  of 
Burlington.  Mr.  Williams  had  a  very  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  the  State,  and  was  esteemed  as  a  genial,  honor- 
able and  true  man  in  every  relation  of  life. 


The  Mississippi's  Oldest  Boat. — The  Le  Claire  Naviga- 
tion Company,  of  Davenport,  has  just  sold  the  steamer  Iowa. 
The  price  is  not  given,  but  it  is  not  a  large  figure.  The  Iowa  ia 
the  oldest  boat  on  the  river.  She  was  built  at  Burlington  in  1862. 
She  was  used  on  the  rapids  below  here  for  a  transfer  at  timea 
of  low  water,  when  larger  boats  were  not  able  to  get  up  or 
down  over  that  sticking  point.  Later,  she  was  in  service  as  a 
ferryboat  at  some  point  on  this  river  now  forgotten.  She  was 
originally  a  side  wheeler,  but  was  altered  after  her  term  of  ser- 
vice as  a  ferry  to  a  stern- wheeler.  During  all  these  thirty -one 
years  she  has  been  hard  at  it.  She  has  had  her  share  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  river  life,  and  has  done  her  share  of  carrying 
and  towing  on  the  river,  and  still,  after  an  unusually  long  term 
of  service,  she  is  a  fair  steamer  yet. — Burlington  Gazette, 


Hon.  Henby  W.  Lathbop's  "Life  and  Times  of  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood"  will  appear  about  the  same  time  as  this  number  of 
The  Annals.     It  promises  to  be  a  very  popular  book. 


Without  doubt  the  greatest  book  written  by  an  Iowa  maa 
is  Bishop  W.  S.  Perry's  History  of  the  P.  E.  Church  in  this 
country;  but  through  the  failure  of  his  publishers  and  a  dis- 
astrous fire,  it  caused  the  author  a  loss  of  several  thousand 
dollars.  His  friends  hope  it  may  yet  be  republished,  and 
the  Bishop  himself  has  it  in  contemplation  to  bring  it  out  in 
a  cheaper  edition. 
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JUSTICE  SAMUEL  FREEMAN  MILLER. 


BY    HON.    HENRY   STRONG. 


[Daring  the  past  year  Mr.  Strong,  formerly  of  Burlington,  but  now  of 
Wisconsin,  gave  a  commission  to  Mr.  Charles  Noel  Flagg,  a  distinguished 
artist  of  New  York* City,  to  paint  a  portrait  of  Justice  Miller,  who  resided 
in  Keokuk  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the 
year  1862,  to  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  United  States.  On  the  2l8t  of 
November,  Mr.  Strong  presented  this  portrait  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  the 
Execative  rooms  of  our  Capitol.  It  was  expected  that  His  Excellency 
Governor  Horace  Boies  would  be  present  to  accept  this  portrait,  but  he  was 
at  that  time  confined  to  his  home  in  Waterloo,  through  serious  illness.  The 
portrait  was  therefore  received  by  Hon.  William  M.  McFarland,  Secretary 
of  State.  Ex-Governor  Lucius  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin,  Hon.  Messrs.  John 
Mahin,  John  F.  Lacey.  W.  T.  Shaw,  E.  H.  Conger,  A.  L.  Swalm,  D.  N.  Rich- 
ardson, Sam.  M.  Clark,  C.  H.  Gatch,  Tac  Hussey,  W.  T.  Smith,  Judges 
Given  and  Granger,  of  our  Supreme  Court,  Judge  John  S.  Woolson,  of  the 
United  States  District  Court,  and  many  other  distinguished  citizens,  were 
present.  Ex-Chief  Justice  George  G.  Wright  took  the  chair  at  2;30  p.  m. 
After  brief  tributes  to  his  old-time  friends.  Justice  Miller  and  Henry 
Strong,  Judge  Wright  introduced  the  last-named  gentleman  to  the  audi- 
ence.    Mr.  Strong  spoke  as  follows:] 

When  Mr.  Charles  Aldrich,  the  intelligent  and  enterprising 
curator  of  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa,  whose  zeal  in 
promoting  this  interesting  and  most  important  branch  of 
State  education,  and  thus  stimulating  a  just  and  commenda- 
ble State  pride,  must  enlist  the  sympathy  and  command  the 
earnest  support  of  all  good  citizens,  wrote  me  saying  that  he 
wished  to  procure  for  the  State  a  portrait  of  Justice  Miller 
to  place  by  the  side  of  those  of  the  other  men  who  have 
largely  contributed  to  make  her  history,  though  so  brief,  yet 
so  honorable,  and  bespeaking  my  aid  in  this  behalf,  it  re- 
quired no  argument  to  convince  me  of  my  duty  to  the  young 
commonwealth  that  had  been  always  kind  to  me,  and  where 
I  had  laid  the  foundation  of  whatever  small  measure  of  suc- 
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<5e88  I  may  have  attained  in  professional  and  business  life; 
and  to  the  mercy  of  him,  her  most  distinguished  citizen,  who 
had  permitted  me  to  be  "the  Roman  friend  of  Rome's  least 
mortal  mind'' — a  friendship  cemented  by  nearly  forty  years, 
on  the  one  side,  of  unfailing  kindness  and  unmerited  appre- 
ciation, on  the  other,  of  ever  increasing  affectionate  admiration. 

There  is  so  little  personal  incident  in  the  life  of  an  Ameri- 
can jurist,  however  eminent,  even  though  it  might  justly  be 
said  of  him  as  Bacon  said  of  Coke,  "Without  Lord  Coke  the 
law  by  this  time  would  have  been  like  a  ship  without  bal- 
last," that  his  career  necessarily  presents  but  little  to  catch 
the  popular  eye  or  interest  the  ordinary  reader.  And  yet,  in 
American  governments,  both  Federal  and  State,  limited  as 
they  are  by  written  constitutions  defining  the  powers  of  the 
several  departments — legislative,  executive  and  judicial — and 
under  these  constitutions  the  judiciary  department  having 
the  authority  to  determine  what  their  respective  limits  are, 
the  decisions  of  the  highest  State  and  Federal  courts  upon 
constitutional  questions  must  of  necessity  have  to  do  with 
many  quasi-political  problems,  and  cover  more  or  less  of 
National  history. 

In  no  other  country,  ancient  or  modem,  is  there  to  be 
found  any  parallel  in  political  consequence  and  profound 
public  interest  to  the  constitutional  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  quite  impossible  under  a  system  of  federa- 
tion, embracing  so  many  States  that  are  wholly  independent 
of  each  other  and  of  the  General  Government,  except  as  that 
independence  is  limited  by  the  National  Constitution,  that 
there  should  exist  such  entire  harmony  of  opinion  upon  a 
multitude  of  questions  affecting  State  authority  and  the 
political  and  commercial  rights  of  the  citizens,  as  not  very 
often  to  call  for  the  intervention  of  the  Federal  judiciary  in 
their  decision.  Possessing,  as  it  does,  a  sort  of  veto  power 
over  both  National  and  State  legislation,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  is  the  most  unique  tribunal  in  political 
history.      Clothed  with  an  authority  which  Jefferson  and 
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other  eminent  statesmen  of  the  early  period  regarded  as 
despotic  and  dangerous  and  wholly  incompatible  with  popu- 
lar government,  it  is  the  constitutional  arbiter  in  all  those 
controversies  of  a  mixed  political  and  judicial  character  aris- 
ing under  a  written  constitution,  which  in  other  countries  are 
determined  by  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of 
the  government.  It  has  a  right  to  decide  what  Congress 
may  or  may  not  do,  and  how  far  the  authority  of  the  Execu- 
tive extends.  It  adjudicates  every  legal  question  arising 
under  an  act  of  Congress,  whatever  its  character.  It  goes 
farther,  and  defines  its  own  powers  derived  under  the  Con- 
stitution. Therefore,  a  Judge  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
the  United  States  is  never  wholly  removed  from  the  sphere 
of  National  and  State  politics,  and  his  character  and  talents 
are  known  and  appreciated  by  those  who  have  the  conduct  of 
public  affairs.  Nevertheless,  as  a  whole,  his  career  is  too 
exclusively  professional  to  interest  the  general  reader,  and  it 
is  almost  sad  to  reflect  how  little  is  known  of  the  truly  great 
men  who  have  sat  upon  the  Supreme  Court  bench,  and  whose 
talents,  learning  and  foresight  have  so  greatly  contributed  to 
the  wonderful  success  of  the  political  experiment  embodied 
in  the  Federal  C^onstitution,  the  wise  adaptation  of  which,  for 
•the  government  of  the  American  people,  a  century's  experi- 
ence has  confirmed.  Only  the  really  intelligent  student  of 
political  history  knows  that  the  patriotic  services  of  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  and  Webster  have  had  their  equally  important 
counterpart  in  those  of  Marshall,  Story  and  Miller.  The 
public  ear  caught,  and  the  public  mind  has  treasured  the  ut- 
terances from  the  early  political  forum,  while  the  profound 
discussions  of  the  jurist,  confined  of  necessity  to  the  consul- 
tation room  of  the  court,  can  never  be  known,  except  as  they 
find  expression  in  the  written  opinions  of  that  court,  which 
few  persons  are  qualified  to  value  or  understand.  Even  the 
names  of  many  of  the  Judges,  whose  unappreciated  talents 
have  acquired  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
its  reputation  as  the  greatest  judicial  tribunal  in  the  world, 
are,  alas!  forgotten. 
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It  has  been  often  said  that  the  most  valuable  service  the 
elder  Adams  rendered  to  the  Nation  was  the  appointment  of 
the  young  Virginia  lawyer,  John  Marshall,  to  the  Chief  Jus-, 
ticeship  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Him- 
self an  extreme  Federalist,  passing  over  men  eminent  at  the 
bar  of  his  own  Federal  New  England,  he  went  to  the  home 
of  Jefferson,  his  political  enemy,  who  had  just  been  elected 
his  successor  to  the  Presidency,  and  chose  for  by  far  the 
most  important  office  in  his  gift  the  man  wh6  became  one  of 
the  greatest  judicial  magistrates  the  world  has  ever  known — 
the  judge  whose  profound  and  just  analysis  of  the  powers  in- 
vested by  the  Constitution  in  the  three  estates  constituting 
the  Federal  Government,  has,  ever  since,  and  almost  without 
question,  been  accepted  as  their  political  chart  by  the  execu- 
tive, the  legislature  and  the  judiciary.  When  President 
Lincoln  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  appointed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  bench  a  lawyer  of  whom  few  persons  outside  of  his 
State  had  ever  heard,  he  wrought  better  than  he  knew,  and 
chose  the  man,  of  all  others,  fitted  by  nature  for  that  high 
office  and  for  the  great  responsibilities  that  were  soon  to  de- 
volve upon  him  and  his  associates. 

Among  the  eminent  men  who  have  adorned  the  American 
bench,  I  may  say  there  have  been  none,  except  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  Whose  opinions  have  been  more  potent  in  their  in- 
fluence upon  the  judicial  history  of  the  country,  especially 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  than  those  of  Justice  Miller. 
That  influence  has  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  his  asso- 
ciates upon  the  bench,  and  is  generally  recognized  by  the 
public.  Called  to  the  bench  at  a  time  when  the  most  formid- 
able attempted  revolution  in  history  was  in  progress,  and 
nearly  2,000,000  of  men  were  under  arms  to  destroy  and  to 
defend  the  American  Union,  Justice  Miller  lived  to  witness 
the  overthrow  of  that  rebellion,  and  to  take  a  leading  part  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  authority  of  the  States  in  the  Federal 
Government,  under  the  broader  theory  of  personal  liberty 
and  civil  rights  declared  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, securing  citizenship  to  five  millions  of  emancipated 
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slaves,  and  hardly  less  important,  in  the  new  industrial  era, 
in  establishing  apon  a  liberal  and  secure  basis  the  limits  of 
municipal  authority  in  relation  to  individual  and  corporate 
enterprises.  For  it  has  become  almost  dangerously  apparent 
that  in  consequence  of  the  wonderful  development  of  such 
enterprises,  so  complex  and  far-reaching,  boldly  entering  by 
means  of  the  combination  of  capital  under  corporate  forms, 
upon  undertakings  which  would  drain  an  imperial  treasury, 
and  affecting  interstate  commerce  and  state  authority,  the 
highest  courts  have  been  called  upon  to  solve  the  most  diffi- 
cult problems,  involving  mixed  questions  of  commercial  law 
and  political  power,  in  a  hitherto  largely  unexplored  region, 
full  of  uncertainty  and  danger,  and  requiring  the  first  order 
of  judicial  ability  for  their  solution.  The^  equally  profound 
€ind  lucid  reasoning,  carrying  with  it  at  once  admiration  and 
conviction,  to  be  found  in  the  opinions  of  the  court  in  Mar- 
bury  V8.  Madison,  Gibbons  vs,  Ogden,  McCullough  vs.  State 
of  Maryland,  and  in  the  Dartmouth  College  case,  finds  a 
parallel  in  the  opinions  of  Justice  Miller  in  Buck  vs.  Col- 
bath,  the  United  States  vs.  Lee,  Hepburn  vs.  Griswold,  the 
Loan  Association  vs.  Topeka,  the  so-called  slaughter  house 
<;ases,  and  others  I  may  not  stop  to  name.  The  most  im- 
portant judgments  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  we  all  hope 
may  stand  as  a  guide  alike  of  statesman  and  jurist,  so  long  as 
the  Government  shall  endure.  They  imbue  the  mind  with 
the  soundest  principles  of  political  action,  while  they  delight 
the  intellect  with  the  simple  logic  of  their  argument.  They 
are  judicial  corollaries  of  the  demonstrations  of  The  Feder- 
alist^ maintaining  the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  authority  of 
the  State,  as  embodied  by  Washington,  Hamilton,  Madison 
and  their  associates  in  a  written  constitution,  an  harmonious 
system  of  federation,  preserving  alike  National  supremacy 
and  State  independence.  Many  of  the  opinions  of  Justice 
Miller,  by  their  comprehensive  statement  of  personal  rights 
and  governmental  control,  at  once  recall  the  great  Chief 
Justice,  so  that  now,  in  reading  the  judgments  of  either,  we 
almost  distinctively  associate  the  two  great  jurists  in  our  minds. 
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It  has  been  fortunate  for  the  country  that  the  eminent 
Judges,  whose  duty  it  is  to  interpret  the  National  Constitu- 
tion, almost  without  regard  to  their  early  party  affiliations^ 
have  recognized  the  necessity  of  unquestioned  authority  in 
all  government.  The  importance  of  this  historical  fact  be- 
comes every  day  more  increasingly  apparent  under  the  obvi- 
ous tendency  to  unsound,  if  not  anarchical  theories,  in  all 
popular  governments.  The  naturally  conservative  temper 
of  the  judicial  mind  adds  immensely  to  the  value  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  its  influence  upon  political  administration. 
Even  the  young  and  ardent  JeflFersonian  Story,  had  not  been 
long  upon  the  Supreme  bench,  when  he  wrote:  "Let  us  ex- 
tend the  National  authority  over  the  whole  extent  of  power 
granted  by  the  Constitution;  let  us  have  great  military  and 
naval  schools;  an  adequate  regular  army;  an  ample  perma- 
nent navy;  a  National  bank;  *  *  judicial  courts  which 
shall  embrace  the  whole  constitutional  powers;  National 
notaries  public  and  National  justices  of  the  peace;  and  thus 
prevent  the  possibility  of  division  by  creating  great  National 
interests.''  Strange  language  this  to  come  from  the  mouth 
of  a  Federal  Judge,  appointed  by  JeflFerson's  successor  and 
disciple — the  Jefferson  who  was  listening  with  delight  to 
Marat  reading  the  Jacobinical  Koran  of  Rousseau  in  the 
streets  of  Paris  to  the  young  lawyers  of  France,  and  pro- 
claiming to  the  world  a  political  Utopia  based  upon  the 
"natural  contract,*'  formulated  by  the  son  of  the  watchmaker 
of  Geneva,  at  the  very  time  that  Hamilton,  with  his  mar- 
velous intellect  and  sleepless  energy,  was  moulding  the  weak 
and  wavering  Confederacy  of  the  States  into  the  glorious 
Union  of  the  people — the  Jefferson  who  inspired  the  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia  resolutions,  thus  paving  the  way  to  the 
nullification  of  1832  and  the  rebellion  of  1861,  and  who  said, 
"God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  be  twenty  years  without  a 
rebellion ;  if  the  people  take  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment,  let  them  be  set  right  by  facts;  pardon  and  pacify 
them" — the  Jefferson  whose  political  idiosyncrasy  led  him  to 
say,  "Those  societies,  like  the  Indians,  that  live  without  gov- 
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emment,  enjoy  an  infinitely  greater  degree  of  happiness  than 
those  who  live  under  any  European  government."  It  seems 
marvelous  strange,  I  say,  that  the  disciple  of  such  a  political 
leader  should,  having  been  elevated  to  the  Federal  bench, 
and  feeling  the  influence  of  that  high  tribunal,  so  soon  be- 
come the  wise  and  conservative  jurist,  the  illustrious  Judge 
Story,  of  American  history. 

The  young  statesmen  of  Iowa  may  not  all  worship  at  the 
shrine  of  Hamilton,  who  distrusted  the  extreme  democracy 
of  the  masses,  the  vox  populi,  vox  dei  maxim  of  the  dema- 
gogue, but  they  should  temper  the  sophisms  of  the  popular 
rostrum  with  the  saving  reason  and  judgment  of  the  judicial 
forum.  They  may,  and  they  should,  impress  their  minds 
with  the  sound  political  theories,  and  the  enlarging  and  en- 
lightening wisdom  to  be  found  in  the  constitutional  opinions 
of  their  great  fellow  citizen,  whose  memory  we  have  met  to- 
day to  honor. 

I  remember,  many  years  ago,  during  the  period  of  recon- 
struction, walking  down  the  avenue  in  Washington  with 
Chief  Justice  Chase.  We  were  speaking  of  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  bench,  past  and 
present;  their  judicial  tendencies  and  their  influence  upon 
the  court.  He  then  remarked:  *'Beyond  question,  the 
dominant  personality  now  upon  the  bench,  whose  mental 
force  and  individuality  are  felt  by  the  court  more  than  any 
other,  is  Justice  Miller,  who  is,  by  nature,  by  intellectual 
constitution,  a  great  jurist."  As  corroborating  this  estimate 
of  the  Chief  Justice,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  and  as  showing 
the  profoundness  of  his  reasoning,  and  the  far-reaching  in- 
fluence of  his  mind,  in  how  many  important  cases  the  dissent- 
ing opinion  of  Justice  Miller,  afterwards,  in  cases  involving 
the  same  constitutional  questions,  became  the  judgment  of  the 
court — notably  so  in  the  case  of  Hepburn  vs.  Griswold,  in- 
volving the  legal  tender  of  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  Reading  R.  R.  Co.  vs.  Pennsylvania, 
touching  the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  States.     His  always  clear  conception  of  the  situa- 
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tion  and  its  requirement,  his  foresight  of  results  and  conse- 
quences, his  fearless  statement  of  judicial  duty,  recall  the 
independence  of  Mansfield,  who  by  his  marvelous  judgments, 
then  often  questioned,  but  later  universally  approved,  antici- 
pating the  growth  of  English  commerce,  and  adopting  the 
juster  reasoning  of  the  civil  law,  made  possible  the  England 
of  to-day. 

But  I  may  not,  on  this  occasion,  and  in  this  presence,  refer 
at  greater  length  to  those  masterly  constitutional  expositions 
on  which  our  friend  reared  the  enduring  monument  of  his 
fame.  I  only  share  your  admiration  and  feel  your  apprecia- 
tion of  his  great  services  to  the  country,  and  your  just  pride 
that  this  fair  young  State,  then  so  recently  admitted  to  the 
Union,  furnished  to  the  Nation  its  most  distinguished  jurist, 
to  whom,  by  two  Chief  Justices  and  their  associates,  was 
more  often  assigned  the  responsible  duty  of  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  cases  involving  the  construction  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  than  to  any  other  Judge,  not  ex- 
cepting Marshall,  who  ever  sat  upon  that  bench. 

I  feel  to-day  as  I  know  you  must  feel,  that  no  common- 
wealth can  afford  to  let  such  a  citizen,  who,  when  living,  has 
conferred  most  honor  upon  the  State,  leave  forever  the  field 
of  his  great  achievements,  where  he  was  known  and  honored 
and  loved,  without  preserving,  as  best  she  may,  the  form  and 
features  of  his  living  presence.  Alas!  the  highest  art  can 
only  make  us  more  deeply  lament  the  inexorable  decree,  that 
not  genius  nor  virtue  nor  public  service  can  ward  off  death ; 
that  neither  "storied  urn  nor  animated  bust  can  back  to  its 
mansion  call  the  fleeting  breath.'* 

Distinguished  as  was  his  career:  valuable,  invaluable,  as 
were  the  services  of  Justice  Miller  to  the  Nation  at  large,  so 
as  to  rightfully  entitle  him  to  the  appellation  of  "the  John 
Marshall''  of  the  most  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic,  when  only  the  highest  statesmanship,  united  with 
the  soundest  judicial  learning,  might  safely  pilot  the  ship 
through  the  perils  incident  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Union,  after  four  years  of  disunion  and  war,  and  appreciating 
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as  we  do  these  services,  yet  to-day,  we,  his  friends,  in  plac- 
ing his  familiar  face  where  coming  generations  of  the  bar  of 
Iowa  may  look  upon  the  features  of  her  most  illustrious  ju- 
rist, are  imbued  with  such  personal  feeling  for  the  noble 
<*haracter  of  this  great  citizen,  that  in  our  hearts  we  adopt 
the  language  of  Cicero,  when  the  senate  voted  a  public  tab- 
let to  Sulpicius — "Not  to  Sulpicius  the  orator,  but  to  Sulpi- 
cius  the  man,  has  Rome  decreed  this  tablet." 

It  was  the  peculiarity  of  Justice  Miller's  character  that 
those  who  were  nearest  to  him  felt  as  much  the  greatness  of 
his  soul  as  of  his  mind.  There  was  a  sturdy,  invincible  friend- 
ship in  the  man  that  nothing  could  shake,  and  though  seem- 
ingly sometimes  almost  cruel  in  his  imperious  self-will  and 
hasty  expression,  yet  there  was  ever  present  a  tenderness 
that  made  you  love  him.  And  how  fine  the  moral  fiber  of 
that  great  character!  How  you  could  lean  upon  him  with- 
out thought  of  treason!  No  man,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
ever  had  a  truer  friend. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  great 
friend,  and  you  will  pardon  me  I  know,  without  one  word  of 
recognition  of  another  in  mind  and  character  like  him — his 
friend,  and  yours,  and  mine — in  whose  death  the  bar  of  the 
State  has  suflFered  a  personal  bereavement;  whose  long  and 
distinguished  career  upon  the  Federal  bench — nearly  forty 
years — has  made  his  honored  name  familiar  to  every  citizen 
of  Iowa;  whose  last  message  to  me,  written  in  pencil  on  his 
dying  bed,  I  shall  always  cherish  as  a  precious  memento. 
His  portrait,  also,  I  had  hoped  to  have  here  now,  to  be  placed 
by  the  side  of  that  of  his  illustrious  associate.  I  have  heard 
Justice  Miller,  in  the  confidence  of  the  fireside,  say  that  he 
never  sat  upon  the  bench  with  a  greater  Judge  than  James 
M.  Love.  I  have  heard  Judge  John  F.  Dillon  indorse  that 
estimate.  That  is  enough  to  say.  .  I  now  and  here  add  only 
this,  that  of  all  the  eminent  Judges  you  and  I  have  known, 
we  have  not  known  one  who  more  completely  united  the  ad- 
miration and  the  aflFection  of  the  bar  of  a  State  than  did 
-Judge  Love.  So  gentle  and  so  great !  And  these  men  were 
friends — par  nobile  fratrum!  Digitized  by  CjOOqIc 
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If,  indeed,  it  be  given  to  mortals  in  the  dim  hereafter  to 
visit  again  the  scenes  of  their  labors  and  their  triumphs  here 
below,  then  are  they  with  us  here  to-day,  in  this  their  most 
familiar  place.  Hail,  ye  noble  shades!  The  semblance  of 
the  forms  that  once  ye  wore  among  us,  our  love  would  seek 
to  preserve;  but  the  record  of  your  lives,  preserved  in  the 
history  of  your  country,  shall  be  your  imperishable  monu- 
ment to  inspire  us  and  the  generation  of  lawyers  who  shall 
come  after  us  with  veneration  for  your  character  and  just 
pride  in  your  achievements. 

[In  reoei  ving  the  portrait  Mr.  McFarland  made  a  brief  but  very  neat  and 
appropriate  speech,  diverging  a  little  from  our  report  to  narrate  an  anec- 
dote of  Justice  Miller.    His  remarks  as  reported  were  as  foUows:] 

Mr.  Chairman^  and  Ladies  and  GentlemeJi:  Through  the 
unfortunate  circumstance  of  the  sickness  of  our  Governor,  I 
have  the  distinguished  honor  in  these  ceremonies  to  represent 
the  great  Commonwealth  of  Iowa,  of  which  we  are  all  so 
justly  proud.  In  receiving  this  generous  donation  for  the 
State  from  the  hands  of  friendship  and  patriotism,  I  feel  very 
keenly  my  inability  to  fully  express  the  feelings  and  emotions 
which  I  know  must  exist  in  the  heart  of  every  one,  not  only 
in  this  presence  but  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  who  is  brought  to 
contemplate  this  gift  and  the  great  character  which  it  repre- 
sents. It  is  said  that  the  most  precious  and  resplendent 
jewels  of  a  commonwealth  are  those  of  its  children  who  have 
either  honored  its  origin,  illuminated  its  history,  or  added 
lustre  to  its  fame.  In  the  broadest  and  best  sense,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  gift  has  done  all  of  these. 

Coming  to  Iowa  almost  contemporaneous  with  its  Statehood, 
he  was  among  those  early  pioneers  who  gave  to  the  State  its 
almost  Puritanic  character  for  integrity,  devotion  to  liberty, 
and  profound  loyalty  to  the  National  Union.  For  nearly  two 
decades  after  settling  in  the  State,  he  adorned  the  private  walks 
of  citizenship,  seeking  neither  official  honors  nor  recognition. 

He  was  always,  however,  found  in  the  front  ranks  of  Iowa's 
distinguished  citizens,  who  in  those  early  days  so  grandly 
promoted  the  prosperity  of  the  State,  shaped  the  character^ 
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and  laid  the  foundation  of  its  magnificent  educational  sys- 
tem, all  of  which  have  made  of  it  the  particular  bright  star 
in  the  Union  of  States. 

In  the  meantime  in  his  chosen  profession,  the  law,  by  the 
right  use  and  cultivation  of  unusual  natural  endowments,  by 
habits  of  industry,  and  by  adherence  to  the  strict  rules  of 
moraliky,  he  not  only  adorned  his  profession  and  helped  to 
elevate  it  to  the  high  plane  which  the  profession  has  always 
occupied  in  the  States,  but  he  builded  himself  up  into  that 
strong,  clean,  rugged  and  fearless  personality  that  so  signally 
distinguished  his  later  career  as  an  almost  peerless  jurist. 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  upon  a  panegyric  of  this- 
^eat  man.  In  life  he  honored  his  State,  his  country  and 
his  age.  He  has  passed  away.  As  a  State  we  have  his  life, 
through  eminent  public  service,  preserved  to  us  in  enduring 
history,  and  his  example  will  be  a  benediction  and  a  bright 
inspiration  to  aspiring  youth,  while  virtue  and  ability  are 
honored  among  men. 

We  have  presented  to  us  to-day  in  this  great  work  of  art  a 
representation  of  the  physical  identity  of  this  distinguished 
fellow  citizen.  To  those  who  knew  him  in  life,  this  picture 
itself  speaks  in  more  eloquent  tones  than  I  can  command  of 
the  value  of  this  gift.  To  Hon.  Henry  Strong,  the  generous 
donor,  the  whole  State  is  under  lasting  obligation;  and  I  can- 
not accept  this  generosity  to  the  State  without  first  express- 
ing that  gratitude  which  I  know  is  universal  where  the  name 
and  virtues  of  Justice  Miller  are  known. 

Nor  can  I  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  noble  sentiments 
which  will  ever  be  associated  with  this  gift.  Friendship  in- 
spired the  desire  to  preserve  in  material  form  the  features  and 
memory  of  a  beloved  neighbor  and  friend.  Public-spirited 
generosity  and  patriotism  were  the  mainsprings  of  the  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  donor  to  place  in  the  possession  of  his  na- 
tive State  the  portrait  of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  citizens. 

The  people  of  Iowa,  I  am  sure,  will  accept  this  portrait 
with  gratitude  to  the  donor  and  love  and  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  Iowa's  greatest  jurist — aye,  of  the  world's  great- 
est jurist — of  whom  this  is  a  memorial.  Digitized  by  v^OOglC 
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[In  reponse  to  an  invitation  from  the  chair,  Hon.  Sam.  M.  Clark,  of  the 
Eeokak  Cfate  City^  paid  a  very  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his  towns- 
man, Justice  Miller,  as  did  also  ex-Gov.  Lucius  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin. 
Letters  were  receiyed  from  the  following  distinguished  gentlemen  who  were 
unable  to  be  present:  Hon.  John  A.  Easson,  Hon.  John  W.  Noble,  Hon. 
Francis  Springer,  Hon.  Frank  W.  Palmer,  United  States  Senators  Allison 
and  Wilson,  Hon.  James  Harlan,  Hon.  Theo.  S.  Parvin,  ex-Gov.  C.  C.  Car- 
penter, Hon.  W.  S.  Dungan,  Col.  H.  H.  Trimble,  Hon.  T.  S.  Wilson,  Hon. 
John  Russell  and  others.  We  copy  three  of  these  letters,  all  of  which  we 
deem  to  possess  historic  value:] 

FBOM   HON.   JOHN   A.   KASSON. 

Washington,  Nov.  10,  1893. — My  Dear  Mr,  Aldrich:  It  gave  me  great 
pleasure  to  receive  your  invitation  of  the  7th  instant,  and  to  know  that 
the  State  gallery  and  museum  were  to  be  enriched  by  a  portrait  of  that 
very  eminent  Justice  of  the  National  Supreme  Court,  Justice  Miller.  I  wish 
to  unite  with  you,  the  friends  and  promoters  of  the  Historical  Department, 
and  with  its  other  friends,  in  thanks  to  the  generous  donor. 

Justice  Miller  was  a  man,  a  citizen,  a  lawyer,  a  judge  of  whom  any  State 
in  the  Union  and  any  kingdom  of  the  world  might  be  justly  proud.  At  the 
time  of  his  much-lamented  death  he  was  by  the  bar  of  this  countryrecog- 
nized  as  the  greatest  constitutional  lawyer  of  that  distinguiaEed  tciSunS. 
The  court  itfielf  so  far  acknowledged  it  that  questiona-^ot-constitutional 
interpretation  were  with  few  exceptions  assigned  to  him  for  the  draft  of 
the  opinion.  The  civil  war  and  its  results -made  these  questions  very  nu- 
merous. The  Justice  himself  told  me  that  he  had  given,  duringjiis  term 
on  the  bench,  more^  opinions  construing  the  Constitution  than  all  which 
had  previously  been  announced  by  the  court  during  its  entire  existence. 
He  had  great  breadth  of  view,  combined  with  a  natural  power  of  clear  and 
simple  logical  statement. 

He  was  recommended  for  appointment  by  the  bars  of  several  States' 
in  the  Northwestern  circuit.  No  other  candidate  for  the  vacancy  was  so 
well  recommended.  At  that  time,  however^  he  was  little  known  outside  the 
bar,  and  had  little  fame  beyond  the  borders  of  his  own  State.  When,  at 
his  request,  I  called  upon  President  Lincoln  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  de- 
lay in  his  nomination,  I  found  that  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  bad  not  then, 
even  extended  so  far  as  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  for  the  President  asked  me 
if  be  was  the  same  man  who  had  some  years  before  made  a  frontier  race 
for  Congress  from  the  southern  district  of  Iowa,  and  had  trouble  about  the 
Mormon  vote.  Correcting  Mr.  Lincoln's  misapprehension  on  this  point,  I 
proceeded  to  give  the  President  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Miller's  career  and  charac- 
ter; and  now  recall  with  pleasure  my  opinion  then  expressed,  that  impar- 
tiality and  equanimity  were  essential  qualities  of  his  mind,  and  that  nature 
herself  had  fitted  him  for  the  administration  of  justice.  That  judgment 
was  verified  by  every  year  of  his  notable  public  service  in  the  National 
court  of  last  resort. 

My  great  personal  regard  for  Justice  Miller  has  never  wavered.    He  was 
not  only  attractive  by  his  great  intellectual  ability,  but  also  by  hisamiable  ^ 
and  kindly  manners.   His  mental  superiority  was  never  shown  in  arbitrary 
treatment  of  the  bar.     Few  judges  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  win  such 
uniform  respect  and  reverence  from  his  fellows  in  front  of  the  bench. 

So  much  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  in  response  to  your  note — all  that  need 
be  said  may  be  summed  up  in  the  declaration  that  an  Iowa  historical  gal- 
lery would  be  incomplete,  indeed,  if  it  did  not  show  the  broad  head,  the 
judicial  brow  and  tranquil  expression  of  Iowa's  great  representative  in 
that  exalted  tribunal  of  justice,  which  is  acknowledged  by  all  nations  to  be 
in  the  very  foremost  rank  of  judicial  authority.  May  this  memorial  of 
him  in  the  State  capitol  inspire  the  young  men  of  Iowa  with  ambition  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JUSTICE  SAMUEL  FBEEMAN  MILLER.  253 

reproduce  in  the  coming  generation  his  high  sense  of  justice,  his  intellec- 
tual culture  and  his  patriotic  devotion   to  our  American  Union. 

I  am  very  sincerely  yours,  .   John  A.  Easson. 

FBOM  GKN.  JOHN  W.  NOBLK. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  14, 1893. — Mr,  Charles  Aldrichy  Curator,  Des  Moines^ 
Iowa.  My  Deab  Sib:  It  is  with  great  regret  I  find  I  cannot  attend  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  portrait  of  Justice  Miller  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  on  the  21st  inst. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  known  Judge  Miller  from  1855  to  the 
close  of  his  life;  (indeed  I  think  I  was  the  last  person  to  whom  he  spoke), 
and  I  but  express  the  judgment  of  our  countrymen  in  saying  he  was  one 
of  the  most  able  lawyers  and  jurists  we  have  ever  had.  His  natural  pow- 
ers were  of  the  highest  order,  and  had  beeh  trained  by  great  study  and  the 
severest  discipline.  He  was  growing  stronger  and  broader  intellectually 
at  an  age  when  even  the  greatest  men  are  expected  to  abate  their  fires.  He 
met  some  of  the  most  trying  crises  of  our  political  life  with  a  courage  and 
wisdom  to  which  our  Government  to-day  owes  much  of  its  safety  and 
power.  He  moulded  important  departments  of  the  National  jurisprudence 
into  their  first  definite  and  stable  forms,  and  adorned  the  high  place  to 
which  he  was  called,  with  a  strength  of  reason  and  common  sense  united  to 
a  clearness  of  expression  and  warmed  by  a  patriotism  that  have  associated 
bis  name  forever  with  Marshall  and  Lincoln,  distinguished  as  they  are 
above  all  for  soundness  of  opinion,  foresight  and  love  of  country. 

But  the  people  of  Iowa  will  not  remember  Judge  Miller  any  more  for  his 
greatness  than  for  his  goodness.  His  heart  was  big.  He  had  the  great 
bravery  to  stand  by  and  up  to  his  friends.  I  doubt  if  there  ever  was  a  man 
possessed  of  more  unquestioning  physical  courage  than  he,  and  I  believe 
he  would  have  dared  more  for  a  friend  than  for  anything  else,  save  family 
and  country.^  He  seemed  sometimes  to  forget  even  that  other  men  might 
be  made  afraid.  But  wherever  he  was,  he  was  attended  by  charity.  His 
kindness  of  heart  was  as  an  ever-fiowiug  spring — abundant,  pure  and  con- 
stant.    Green  be  the  grass  above  him  and  his  soul  at  peace  with  God! 

But  you  wiU  have  his  character  displayed  by  others,  and  I  might  have 
kept  silent.  I  could  uot,  however,  send  you  a  cold  regret  on  an  occasion 
so  important  to  the  memory  due  our  great  and  good  friend.  Iowa  is  all 
the  dearer  to  me  because  Judge  Miller  was  one  of  its  citizens. 

Sincerely,  John  W.  Noble. 

FBOM  HON.  FBANCIS  8PBINGBB. 

Columbus  Junction,  Iowa,  Nov.  18,  1893. — Hon,  Charles  Aldrich,  State 
Historical  Department  of  Iowa.  My  Deab  Sib:  I  have  to  thank  you  for 
your  favor  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  presentation  of  a  portrait  of 
the  lamented  Judge  Miller,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  place  at  the  Capitol  on  Tuesday  the  21st  instant.  I  much  regret  that 
the  infirmities  of  an  octogenarian,  in  this  November  weather,  would  seem 
to  deny  me  the  gratification  I  would  have  in  being  present  at  a  ceremony 
so  interesting  and  appropriate.  Iowa  cannot  too  highly  honor  the  mem- 
ory of  the  great  jurist,  who,  by  the  grandeur  of  his  life  and  public  service, 
has  reflected  so  much  honor  upon  her  as  well  as  upon  the  public  at  large. 
The  portrait  is  a  valuable  thing  in  its  way,  so  far  as  it  goes,  and  reflects 
credit  on  its  generous  donor.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  the  State 
of  Iowa  would  more  appropriately  and  justly  honor  herself  and  delight  the 
great  body  of  her  intelligent  and  patriotic  people  by  causing  the  erection 
near  the  Capitol,  or  in  some  public  park  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  of  a 
monument  or  bronze  statue,  in  memorial  of  her  greatest  and  most  distin- 
guished son,  the  greatest  jurist  of  his  time  in  the  world.  Much  of  the  ex- 
pense would  doubtless  gladly  be  made  up  by  individual  contribution.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  first  step  in  this  direction  will  be  taken  by  the  next 
General  Assembly,  and  that  public  attention  may  be  called  to  the  subject 
by  the  press  of  the  State.  .  .  I 
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There  was  a  grandeur  in  the  death  of  Judge  Miller  as  in  his  life.  He  fell 
as  be  might  be  supposed  to  have  preferred  to  fall,  with  shield  and  buckler 
on  and  lance  at  rest,  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  great  faculties  and  in  the 
zenith  of  his  fame. 

And  even  in  death,  how  majestic  he  appeared,  as  seen  on  the  occasion  of 
his  funeral,  while  lying  in  state  in  the  Federal  court  building  in  Keokuk. 
It  was  a  theme  of  admiring  remark  among  the  crowds  who  had  come  to 
pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  beloved  fellow-citizen,  as  he  ap- 
peared "like  a  warrior  taking  his  rest,*'  in  a  calm,  natural  sleep. 

I  esteem  it  my  good  fortune  to  have  had  the  honor  of  Judge  Miller^s  per- 
gonal acquaintance  and  of  his  friendship  for  some  thirty  years  prior  to  his 
decease.  So  loved  and  admired  was  he  by  myself  and  my  sons  that  his 
death  was  felt  by  us  as  a  personal  bereavement. 

For  some  years  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  Supreme  bench  he  was  a 
member  of  the  bar  of  the  court,  (the  District  Court  of  the  First  Judicial 
District),  where  I  presided  as  judge.  That  his  rank  was  that  of  the  highest 
in  the  courts  of  Iowa  is  well  known — that  the  same  relative  rank  was 
achieved  by  him  in  his  career  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
foremost  and  greatest  among  great  Judges,  is  the  voice  of  history. 

How  gratifying  it  is  that  the  presentation  of  the  portrait  is  to  be  accom- 
panied by  an  address  by  the  distinguished  donor,  on  the  life,  character  and 
public  services  of  the  great  jurist;  for  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  country  better  equipped  than  he,  by  his  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with,  his  thorough  knowledge  of,  and  his  admiration  for  his 
great  friend,  for  the  preparation  of  an  address  of  higher  interest  and 
completeness  than  that  which  he  will  probably  give.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Truly  yours,  Fbanois  Spbinobb. 

[By  request,  and  supplementary  to  his  address  given  above,  in  present- 
ing the  portrait  of  Justice  Miller  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Strong  has 
furnished  for  The  Annals  the  following  biographical  sketch  of  the  great 
Judge,  ending  with  his  appointment  to  the  Supreme  Court  bench  of  the 
United  States  in  1862,  in  the  4:6th  year  of  his  age:] 

Of  the  ancestry  and  early  life  of  Samuel  F.  Miller  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  his  family  was  of  German  extraction,  first 
resident  in  this  country  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1812  his  father 
moved  to  central  Kentucky,  where  Justice  Miller  was  born 
April  5,  1816.  After  receiving  a  common  school  education, 
and  a  limited  academic  training,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of 
medicine  and  was  graduated  from  the  Transylvania  University, 
in  Kentucky,  in  1838.  He  soon  after  removed  toBarbours- 
ville,  in  the  same  State,  and  continued  the  practice  of  the 
profession  for  eight  years.  It  did  not  require  all  this  time, 
however,  to  convince  the  young  M.  D.  that  nature  had  in- 
tended him  for  a  different  vocation.  Taking  up  the  study 
of  the  law,  as  he  did,  it  may  well  be  surmised  that  for  the 
last  three  years  of  his  medical  practice  he  took  more  interest 
in  Coke  and  Blackstone  than  in  CuUen  and  Watson. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1847.      At  that  time  Iowa 
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liad  recently  come  into  the  Union,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
States,  abounded  in  wonderful  resources,  and  opened  the 
most  promising  field  for  an  enterprising  young  man.  Hun- 
dreds of  young  Kentuckians  had  already  come  here,  some  of 
'whom  had  taken  part  in  the  organization  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment in  1846.  John  C.  Breckinridge  was  settled  at  Burling- 
ton; Hendershott  at  Ottumwa;  Chambers,  afterward  Govern- 
or, was  also  an  emigrant  from  Kentucky.  Miller  was  among 
the  number,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Keokuk,  in  1850. 

Of  the  young  and  enterprising  cities  of  Iowa,  at  that  time, 
Keokuk  was  the  most  promising,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
first  rapids  of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  the  head  of  the  deep- 
water  navigation,  it  rivalled  even  Chicago  as  a  point  for  the 
distribution  of  merchandise,  as  far  west  as  Kansas  and 
Nebraska.  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  in  no  State  in  the 
Union  was  there  a  greater  proportion  of  young  lawyers  of 
high  character  and  ability.  Able  and  ambitious  young  men 
of  the  bar  flocked  here  from  every  part  of  the  country,  many 
of  whom  have  since  filled  the  highest  political  and  civil 
oflSces,  both  State  and  National.  It  was  an  embryo  empire  in 
itself,  of  untold  possibilities.  There  I  first  met  him  six  years 
later.  I  was  impressed  by  his  mental  vigor  and  originality, 
and  by  his  terseness  of  expression,  whether  in  written  plead- 
ings or  oral  arguments.  I  had  come  from  an  Eastern  law 
college  where  I  had  been  taught  to  practice  most  strictly  upon 
the  stare  decisis  theory  of  the  law,  and  to  yield  unquestion- 
ably to  the  weight  of  authority,  which  meant  the  doctrine  of 
the  majority  as  applied  to  court  opinions,  departing  only  far 
enough  to  admit  that  where  the  numbers  were  nearly  equal, 
the  judgments  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  such  as  he,  were 
entitled  to  special  consideration.  Miller's  method,  however, 
was  to  cite  few  cases,  but  to  impress  the  court  with  the  reason 
of  the  law.  As  already  stated,  his  terseness  in  pleading  par- 
ticularly impressed  me.  A  page  of  legal  cap  written  in  an 
open  hand  would  have  been  for  him  a  long  declaration  or 
answer.  One  of  his  bills  in  Chancery  was  a  marvel  of  con- 
densed statement,  and  yet  I  do  not  recall  a  successful  attack 
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upon  his  practice  in  this  regard,  by  demurrer  or  by  a  motion 
for  a  more  specific  statement.  He  grasped  at  once  the  theory 
of  the  code  of  practice  then  and  still  in  vogue  here,  and  in 
this  respect  his  court  papers  were  an  education  to  the  younger 
bar.  He  was  almost  invincible  in  argument  in  the  higher 
courts,  so  that  we  younger  men  were  inclined  to  feel  that  he 
appeared  before  the  Judges  audoritate  doctissimi^  who 
treated  his  utterances  as  responsa  prudimtum,  and  that  our 
learning  was  not  fully  appreciated. 

He  never  held  a  political  oflSce.  Once,  after  twice  declin- 
ing, he  was  nominated,  against  his  will,  for  the  State  Senate, 
but,  though  leading  his  ticket,  he  was  unable  to  overcome  the 
large  Democratic  majority  in  the  county.  His  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice  would  not  permit  his  accepting  a  position 
upon  the  State  bench.  The  only  office  I  ever  knew  him  to 
hold  was  that  of  President  of  the  State  Bank  at  Keokuk, 
which  indicated  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
business  men  of  the  community  in  which  he  resided. 

The  career  of  Justice  Miller  upon  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  has  been  no  surprise  to  those  who  knew  him  best  thirty 
years  ago.  Notwithstanding  that  he  admittedly  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  Iowa  bar,  and  had  no  superior  among  the  lawyers 
of  the  Western  States,  while  his  fitness  to  be  the  associate  of 
the  ablest  Judges  on  the  Federal  Bench  was  well  known  nt 
home,  yet  the  fact  that  he  resided  in  the  far  West,  in  a  new 
State,  away  from  the  centers  of  legal  influence  and  opportuni- 
ties for  wide  forensic  display,  made  his  appointment  to  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  somewhat 
of  a  surprise  to  the  country.  There  had  been  no  Queen 
Caroline  trial  or  Dean  of  St.  Asaph's  case,  in  connection  with 
which  the  young  lawyer  could  leap  into  National  fame,  as  did 
Erskine  or  Denman,  yet,  while  in  stately,  persuasive  argu- 
ment, there  had  been  but  one  Erskine,  no  competent  critic 
will  claim  that  in  original  judicial  reasoning,  either  Erskine 
or  Denman  was  the  superior  of  Miller  or  Matthews  or  other 
members  of  the  Federal  bench.  The  Western  man's  reputa- 
tion had  to  grow  by  gradual  accretion. 
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When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  Miller  took  an 
active  part  in  supporting  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Although 
brought  up  in  a  Southern  State,  the  postulate  of  his  political 
creed  was  the  inviolability  of  the  Union  of  the  States.  Ab- 
herring  any  concession  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  yet  recog- 
nizing the  gravity  of  the  situation,  he  was  willing  to  accept 
the  Crittenden  resolutions  as  a  compromise  and  escape.  L 
well  remember  his  reluctant  but  able  argument  in  their  sup- 
port before  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  called  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  to  give  expression  to  the  public  opinion.  When, 
therefore,  in  the  darkest  period  of  the  war,  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  the  Federal  Supreme  Court,  in  1862,  which  it  was  ex- 
pected would  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a  Western  law- 
yer. Miller  was  at  once  recognized  as  the  most  fitting  person, 
for  the  place.  He  was  not  only  unanimously  recommended 
by  the  bar  of  his  own  State,  but  his  appointment  was  urged 
by  most  of  the  leading  attorneys  in  the  adjacent  States,  and 
by  126  out  of  140  members  of  the  House,  and  28  out  of  34 
Senators  in  Congress.  President  Lincoln  said  that  he  had 
not  known  such  an  unanimous  recommendation  of  any  man 
for  any  office,  and  felt  that  he  could  not  err  in  making  the 
appointment  of  a  Federal  Judge  so  generally  approved  by  an 
intelligent  bar,  and,  not  less  important  in  such  a  crisis,  by  a 
patriotic  people. 

His  subsequent  career  is  a  part  of  our  national  history. 

Judge  Miller  was  in  every  way  an  ideal  citizen;  a  friendly 
neighbor,  a  genial  host,  an  affectionate  husband,  a  devoted 
father.  By  nature  skeptical,  yet  reverential,  almost  devout, 
he  realized  the  value  of  purely  religious  institutions,  and 
gave  to  them  his  most  cordial  support.  In  theology  he  was 
a  Unitarian,  which  church  he  attended  both  in  Iowa  and 
Washington.  His  benevolence,  his  natural  kindness  of 
heart,  his  charity  that  covered  all  errors  and  frequent  sins, 
his  big-souledness  (if  I  may  coin  a  word)  controlled  his 
judgment  and  conduct  all  through  life.  The  nearer  you  ap- 
proached, the  more  you  were  drawn  to  the  great  sweet  soul 
that  always  responded  to  the  cry  for  help. 
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THE    WORK   OF   THE    WISCONSIN   HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 


BY  REUBEN  GOLD  THWAITES,  SECRETARY. 


Wisconsin  had  an  historical  society  while  it  was  still  in  the 
Territorial  stage.  As  the  result  of  agitation  begun  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  Mineral  Point  D^'/wocra/,  in  October,  1845 — three 
years  before  Wisconsin  was  admitted  to  the  Union — a  society 
was  formed  at  Madison,  the  capital,  in  October,  1846,  by  dele- 
gates in  attendance  on  the  first  constitutional  convention. 
Most  of  the  principal  men  of  the  Territory  were  present  at  the 
initial  meeting  of  the  association,  the  purpose  of  which  was 
**to  collect  from  the  pioneers  then  alive,  such  facts  in  regard 
to  the  early  history  of  Wisconsin  as  they  might  possess,  as 
well  as  to  treasure  up  those  concerning  the  future." 

But  while  the  enthusiasm  at  this  meeting  was  great,  the 
participants  were  immersed  in  their  own  affairs  and  no  one 
gave  the  matter  any  further  attention ;  no  records  were  kept, 
no  money  was  paid  into  the  treasury,  no  work  was  performed. 
What  was  everybody's  business,  was  nobody's.  Thus  the  first 
organization  of  the  society  may  be  considered  as  having  died 
when  the  gavel  sounded  for  adjournment. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  January,  1849,  nineteen  days  after  the 
opening  of  the  first  session  of  the  State  Legislature  in  Madison, 
a  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  chiefly  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, held  a  meeting  at  the  American  House  and  formed  a 
State  Historical  Society,  the  previous  existence  of  the  old 
society,  now  defunct,  being  ignored.  Governor  Nelson  Dewey 
was  chosen  President  of  the  Society,  as  a  compliment  to  his 
oflScial  station.  The  list  of  vice-presidents  comprised  one 
from  each  county  in  the  State.  I.  A.  Lapham,  the  distin- 
guished scientist  and  antiquarian,  was  elected  Secretary,  but 
he  was  able  to  give  no  time  to  the  work.  Public  addresses 
were  given  before  the  Society,  in  1849,  1850,  and  1851,  by 
prominent  citizens  of  the  State ;  but  beyond  these  three  ad- 
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dresses,  nothing  of  importance  was  done  during  this  period. 
The  pamphlet  discourses  were  sent  out  to  perhaps  a  dozen 
other  learned  societies,  and  a  library  of  fifty  volumes  was 
slowly  accumulated — all  of  these  books  being  state  laws, 
legislative  journals,  miscellaneous  public  documents,  two 
volumes  of  the  "Transactions  of  the  American  Ethnological 
Society'*  and  a  volume  of  American  bibliography.  The 
meagre  collection  was  contained  in  a  «mall  glass-faced  case, 
kept  on  a  table  in  a  corner  of  the  Governor's  office,  and  this 
case  is  now  exhibited  as  a  curiosity  in  the  Society's  museum. 

It  was  evident  that  the  Society  would  never  amount  to  any- 
thing at  this  rate  of  progress.  Somebody  must  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  work,  becoming  personally  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  Society's  aflPairs,  and  giving  to  it  life  and 
individual  character.  The  man  for  the  place  was  imported 
to  Madison  in  October,  1852.  He  was  Lyman  C.  Draper,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  had  already  spent  about  fifteen  years  in  the 
accumulation  of  materials  for  Western  history,  achieving  such 
success  in  his  manuscript  and  book  collections,  in  a  time  when 
collectors  of  Americana  were  few,  as  to  attract  the  attention 
of  scholars  throughout  the  Eastern  States.  Draper  was  then 
thirty-seven  years  of  age;  full  of  vigor  and  push,  kindly  of 
disposition,  persuasive  in  argument,  devoted  to  his  life-task 
of  collecting,  self-denying  in  the  cause,  and  of  unimpeach- 
able character. 

For  various  reasons,  not  necessary  here  to  recite,  it  was  the 
eighteenth  of  January,  1854,  before  the  Society  was  thorough- 
ly reorganized  for  work  on  the  new  plan.  Draper  was  at 
that  time  chosen  Secretary  and  at  once  entered  with  joyous 
enthusiasm  upon  the  undertaking  of  accumulating  books  for 
the  library,  relics  and  curiosities  for  the  museum,  portraits  for 
the  gallery,  and  documents  for  publication  in  the  Wisconsin 
Historical  Collections,  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  little 
library  case  was  too  small.  By  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
Secretary  was  able  to  report  to  the  Society  the  acquisition 
of  a  thousand  volumes  and  a  thousand  pamphlets  and  docu- 
ments— certainly  a  remarkable  showing,  compared  with  the 
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fifty  books  which  had  been  the  product  of  the  five  years  pre« 
ceding  his  administration.  For  want  of  h'brary  space,  the 
greater  part  of  the  acquisitions  were  stored  in  Draper's  resi- 
dence until  in  August,  1855,  a  small  room  in  the  corner  of 
the  basement  of  the  local  Baptist  church  was  secured  for  the 
Society's  use.  On  the  first  of  January,  1856,  Daniel  S. 
Durrie,  a  bookseller,  formerly  in  business  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
was  chosen  Librarian,  and  held  this  useful  and  honorable 
position  for  over  thirty-six  years  until  his  death,  August  30, 
1892.  He  was  succeeded  by  Isaac  S.  Bradley,  for  seventeen 
years  his  chief  assistant. 

The  Society  soon  securing  legislative  aid,  the  collections 
grew  apace  until  nearly  the  entire  basement  of  the  church  was 
occupied.  This  place  was,  however,  dark,  damp  and  dingy, 
and  in  no  way  suited  to  library  purposes.  In  January,  1866, 
the  institution — library,  portrait  gallery  and  museum — was 
removed  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  to  quarters  especially 
prepared  for  it  in  the  then  new  south  wing  of  the  capitol.  It 
was  thought  that  there  was  now  ample  room  for  the  accessions 
of  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  century.  But  such  was  the  rate  of 
increase  that  in  less  than  ten  years'  time  these  quarters  were 
a  tight  fit.  By  1881  cords  of  volumes,  pamphlets,  and  relics 
were  piled  in  out-of-the-way  corners  and  rooms  throughout 
the  capitol,  there  being  no  space  to  shelve  or  display  them. 

Secretary  Draper,  as  the  executive  oflScer  of  the  Society, 
now  opened  a  vigorous  campaign  for  a  new  building;  he 
awakened  interest  in  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State,  and 
gained  the  unanimous  support  of  the  newspaper  editors.  But 
there  were  certain  complications  which  made  it  impossible  to 
carry  a  separate  building  scheme  through  the  Legislature..  A 
compromise  resulted  in  the  Society  being  given  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  floors  of  one  of  two  large  transverse  wings 
ordered  by  the  Legislature  of  1881  to  be  attached  to  the 
capitol.  In  December,  1864,  the  transfer  was  made  to  the 
new  and  greatly  enlarged  quarters — the  library  occupying  the 
second  and  third  floors  of  the  wing,  and  the  museum  and  por- 
trait gallery  the  fourth.    These  several  floors  are  reached  by  a 
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passenger  elevator.  Having  seen  the  Society  established  in 
its  new  rooms,  Secretary  Draper  resigned  his  position  on  the 
sixth  of  January,  1887,  with  a  record  of  thirty-three  years  of 
arduous  labor  in  behalf  of  the  State.*  It  was  Dr.  Draper's 
desire  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  forwarding  some 
private  literary  work,  but  he  was  prevented  by  ill-health  from 
accomplishing  his  long-cherished  plans  in  this  direction,  and 
died  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  1891.  The  Wisconsin 
Historical  Library,  which  he  practically  founded,  and  so  suc- 
cessfully managed  and  purveyed  for  through  a  third  of  a 
century,  will  remain  an  enduring  monument  to  his  tireless 
energy  as  a  collector  of  Americana;  while  the  first  ten  vol- 
umes of  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  attest  to  his  qual- 
ity as  an  editor  of  material  for  Western  history. f 

From  the  first,  the  Wisconsin  Legislature,  with  enlightened 
liberality,  looked  kindly  on  the  undertaking,  and  made  appro- 
priations with  which  to  purchase  accessions,  meet  the  greater 
part  of  the  running  expenses,  and  pay  the  salaries  of  Secretary 
and  Librarian.  The  relationship  of  the  Society  to  the  State  is 
not  generally  understood,  even  in  Wisconsin.  It  is,  however, 
easy  of  comprehension.  By  statute,  the  Society,  which  oper- 
ates under  a  legislative  charter  granted  in  1853,  is  the  trustee 
of  the  State,  and  holds  all  of  its  property  for  the  Common- 
wealth. It  can  neither  sell  nor  give  away  any  of  the  property 
it  thus  holds  in  trust,  nor  remove  any  of  it  from  the  capitol, 
without  special  consent  of  the  Legislature.  As  to  rooms, 
lights,  fires,  janitorial  service,  repairs,  mechanical  supplies, 
stationery,  printing,  and  postage,  the  Society  is  on  pretty 
much  the  same  footing  as  any  of  the  State  bureaus.  The 
machinery  of  the  Society  serves  to  remove  the  management 
of  this  enterprise  from  partisan  control;  the  members  are 
gentlemen  of  prominence  throughout  the  State,  of  all  shades 
of  political  opinion,  and  for  forty-three  years  there  has  not 
been  even  a  suspicion  of  "politics"  in  the  conduct  of  its  af- 

*fle  was  succeeded  by  the  writer  of  this  paper,  Mr.  Thwaites,  who  had  been  the  As- 
sifltant  Secretary  for  two  years  previous.— Ed. 

fSee  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  VoL  XII,  pp.  1-22,  for  Secretary  Thwaites's 
xnemoirs  of  Dr.  Draper. 
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fairs.  The  Historical  Society  is  an  institution  which  all  good 
citizens  unite  in  declaring  should  be  free  from  such  baneful 
influences.  The  work  is  thus  left  in  the  hands  of  those  hav- 
ing a  keen  interest  in  it,  and  trained  to  its  performance.  Afr 
for  the  official  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  they  are  looked 
after  by  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  and  State  Treas- 
urer, who  are  by  law  ex  officio  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  serve  on  its  most  important  sub-committees. 
The  fact  that  these  officers  have  the  power  to  report  upon  the^ 
Society's  operations,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  Legislature 
can  at  any  time  investigate  its  affairs,  tend  to  make  the  man- 
agement scrupulously  careful. 

The  Society  is  actively  engaged  in  several  departments  of 
research  and  accumulation,  has  a  fairly  equipped  historical 
and  ethnographical  museum,  and  a  portrait  gallery  of  Wiscon- 
sin worthies,  containing  about  two  hundred  portraits  in  oil,, 
about  a  hundred  crayons,  and  numerous  pieces  of  portrait 
statuary.  About  fifty  thousand  persons  visit  the  gallery  and 
museum  annually,  the  three  large  halls  devoted  to  these  de- 
partments being  possibly  the  best  patronized  exhibition 
rooms  in  the  State.  Yet,  whatever  reputation  the  Society 
may  have  won  among  scholars  has  been  chiefly  the  outgrowth 
of  its  library ;  in  this  it  takes'  great  interest  and  is  doing  its 
best  educational  work. 

In  1875  the  miscellaneous  books  in  the  State  Library,  at 
the  other  end  of  the  capitol,  were  transferred,  by  order  of  the 
Legislature,  to  the  Historical  Society's  library,  leaving  the 
former  purely  a  State  law  library,  under  the  control  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  while  the  latter  became,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  miscellaneous  State  Library  in 
charge  of  the  Historical  Society.  The  relations  between  the 
two  libraries,  both  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  are 
harmonious. 

The  Society  has  published  twelve  volumes  of  Wisconsin 
Historical  Collections^  averaging  five  hundred  pages  each ; 
the  Catalogue  of  its  library,  in  seven  volumes  of  seven  to 
eight  hundred  pages  each;  the  Proceedings  of  its  annual 
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meetings;  two  Special  Class  Catalogues,  one  containing  titles 
of  ''Books  on  the  United  States  Civil  War  and  Slavery,"  and 
the  other  an  exhaustive  * 'Bibliography  of  Wisconsin  Author- 
ship;" three  editions  of  its  Portrait  Oallery  Catalogue^  and 
nuaierous  historical  pamphlets. 

The  Wisconsin  Historical  Library  now  numbers  about 
95,000  volumes  and  75,000  pamphlets.  The  average  annual 
increase  is  3,500  volumes  and  3,000  pamphlets;  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  former  are  purchased,  but  not  over  ten  per  cent 
of  the  latter. 

In  the  West,  large  private  libraries  are  not  so  numerous  as 
in  the  East,  and  these  are  generally  in  the  possession  of 
young  or  middle-aged  men.  Thus  we  have  not  that  source 
of  supply  enjoyed  by  the  older  libraries  of  the  Atlantic  slope, 
in  the  receipt  of  books  by  bequest.  Only  once  have  we  had  a 
large  gift  of  this  character.  In  1866,  Mrs.  Otto  Tank,  of  Fort 
Howard,  gave  us  the  library  of  her  father,  a  scholarly  Amster- 
dam clergyman  named  Van  der  Meulen.  The  Tank  Library 
consists  of  5,000  old  and  rare  volumes,  mostly  in  the  Dutch 
language — probably  the  largest  collection  of  Dutch  books  ia 
the  United  States.  Nearly  half  of  them  are  richly  bound  in 
vellum,  and  many  are  profusely  illustrated  with  seventeenth 
century  copperplate  engravings;  in  the  collection  are  numer- 
ous Bibles,  atlases  and  charts,  old  editions  of  the  classics, 
early  lexicons  and  historical  works.  These  old  Dutch  books 
are  among  the  most  precious  of  our  treasures. 

The  principal  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  of  the  State, 
some  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  in  number,  are  sent  gratis 
to  the  library,  by  their  publishers,  for  binding  and  permanent 
preservation.  Some  two  hundred  and  fifty  stout  volumes  are 
annually  made  up  in  this  manner,  three  years  of  the  smaller 
weeklies  being  bound  in  a  volume.  These  files  generally 
reach  back  to  the  first  issues  of  the  journals  represented.  We 
find  that  the  State  papers  are  frequently  referred  to  by  judges, 
lawyers,  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  special  investigators 
of  every  sort,  while,  as  the  Society's  files  are  in  many  cases 
the  only  full  ones  in  existence,  editors  themselves  have  not 
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seldom  had  occasion  to  examine  them  in  the  library  or  write 
for  data  contained  in  early  issues.  Our  collection  of  bound 
newspaper  files  published  outside  the  State,  amounts  to  over 
7,000  volumes.  The  earliest  London  file  is  that  of  the  Public 
Intelligencer,  bearing  date  1656.  From  that  time  on,  there 
are  few  years  not  represented  by  some  prominent  English  or 
American  journal.  From  1750  forward  the  collection  is  un- 
usually strong,  especially  in  the  American  department. 
^Newspapers  are  a  fertile  source  of  historical  information,  and 
this  feature  of  the  library  we  regard  as  of  the  utmost  practical 
importance.  An  elaborate  catalogue  of  oiir  newspaper  files 
is  now  being  prepared  for  publication. 

Regarding  the  scope  of  the  Society's  library,  I  may  explain 
that  it  is  a  general  reference  library,  with  the  lines  of  local  and 
general  American  and  English  history,  economics,  and  de- 
scription, developed  with  especial  care.  On  account  of  the 
proximity  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin — a  mile  away — 
about  ninety  per  cent  of  our  readers  are  students  from  that 
institution,  and  in  purveying  for  the  State  Historical  Library 
their  wants  are  taken  into  consideration.  University  students 
doing  original  work  of  softie  importance  are  under  certain 
restrictions  allowed  access  to  our  shelves,  the  same  as  other 
special  investigators,  as  it  is  greatly  to  their  advantage  to  have 
in  sight  all  the  resources  of  the  library  on  a  given  subject. 
To  be  as  useful  as  possible  is  the  aim  of  the  library,  and  the 
attendants  are  instructed  to  grant  to  deserving  students  what- 
ever privileges  are  consistent  with  careful  management.  The 
University  seminars,  and  some  special  classes  in  that  line  of 
work,  are  given  the  use  of  rooms  adjoining  the  library.  The 
students  and  professors  are.  in  fact,  encouraged  to  use  our 
library  as  freely  as  they  would  that  of  the  University  itself. 
The  University  library,  of  some  30,000  volumes,  is  at  present 
more  especially  devoted  to  technical  works,  and  duplication 
of  books  already  in  the  State  Historical  Library  is  avoided 
so  far  as  possible;  the  students  appear  chiefly  to  rely  upon 
the  latter,  as  their  own  literary  laboratory. 

In  addition  to  the  University  students,  specialists  from  all 
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parts  of  the  West  may  be  found  in  the  State  Historical  Li- 
brary, especially  in  the  summer  months.  During  the  past  year 
historical  investigators  from  several  of  the  Atlantic  States, 
north  and  south,  have  sought  our  shelves  chiefly  to  consult 
our  manuscript  collection,  which  now  embraces  nearly  six 
hundred  stout  folio  volumes.  These  are  particularly  rich  in 
material  for  the  history  of  the  West  and  the  South  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  war  of  1812-15,  and  for  the 
history  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  Old  Northwest. 

The  Legislature  has  certainly  been  generous  to  the  Society; 
with  a  few  notable  exceptions,  the  latter's  relations  with  the 
governing  body  have  been  harmonious,  and  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  Society  could  not  have  been  successfully  main- 
tained in  this  State — far  removed  from  the  intellectual  cen- 
ters of  the  Nation,  and  thereby  laboring  under  peculiar  dif- 
ficulties— without  liberal  State  aid.  The  most  immediate 
need  of  the  Society  is  a  new,  commodious,  fire-proof  build- 
ing, designed  on  the  most  approved  models,  and  costing  not 
less  than  $400,000-.  The  present  quarters  in  the  State  capi- 
tol  are  quite  inadequate  in  extent,  badly  constructed  in  every 
way,  and  in  no  sense  fire-proof;  moreover,  the  State  Govern- 
ment needs  for  the  use  of  legislative  clerks  and  committees 
the  space  occupied  by  the  Society.  At  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Legislature,  in  1895,  we  shall  stoutly  urge  our  necessities 
in  this  regard,  and  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  they  will 
be  recognized  in  the  same  spirit  of  liberality  that  has  hith- 
erto marked  the  attitude  of  the  State  toward  this  now  im- 
portant factor  in  its  system  of  public  education. 
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BY  THE  HONORABLE  HIRAM  PRICE,  ONE  OF  ITS  FOUNDERS. 


Bacon  is  recorded  as  saying,  "let  there  be  no  bank,  orcom- 
mon  stock,  but  every  man  be  master  of  his  own  money."' 
But  Bacon's  management  of  his  own  financial  afFairs  was  not 
so  phenomenally  successful  as  to  induce  men  to  be  governed 
by  his  advice  on  questions  of  finance.  For,  if  the  history  of 
his  transactions  in  matters  of  this  kind  can  be  relied  upon,  he^ 
was  unable,  though  for  many  years  in  receipt  of  a  splendid 
income,  to  so  manage  his  own  money  matters  as  to  prevent 
being  arrested  for  debt — and  his  entire  career  as  a  financier  is 
only  useful  as  a  warning  to  avoid  both  his  example,  and  his^ 
teaching  on  that  subject. 

Bacon  may  or  may  not  have  written  what  are  known  as 
Shakespeare's  plays.  Ignatius  Donnelly  has  had  that  matter 
under  consideration,  and  the  public  seems  willing  to  leave  the 
settlement  of  that  question  in  his  hands.  It  is  not  the  purpose 
of  this  paper  to  discuss  that  question,  for  it  seems  very  similar 
to  an  inquiry  as  to  who  was  the  Father  of  Zebedee's  children. 
The  business  and  commercial  world  has  after  mature  delibera- 
tion decided  by  a  large  majority  that  banks  of  deposit  and 
banks  of  discount,  and  banks  to  facilitate  exchange  and  trans- 
fer of  funds  between  remote  parts  of  this  and  other  countries,, 
are  among  the  important  advantages  of  modern  civilization. 
It  is  not  necessary  now,  as  it  was  in  past  generations,  for  an 
individual  to  travel  on  horseback  hundreds  of  miles,  at  much 
expense  of  time  and  money,  with  the  cash  in  his  saddlebags, 
to  pay  a  debt  or  make  a  purchase.  Any  well  regulated  bank 
will  for  a  viery  small  compensation  transact  all  his  business  for 
him  in  a  few  minutes  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
And  if  it  be  true,  as  poor  Richard  says,  that  time  is  money, 
then  the  bank  transacting  this  business  has  saved  its  customer 
much  time,  and  consequently  much  money.  It  may  be  said 
that  banks  have  sometimes  been  managed  by  bad  or  incompe-^ 
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tent  men,  and  that  consequently  loss  has  resulted  to  honest 
people.  The  answer  to  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  such 
cases  are  the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  Christianity,  the 
highest  type  of  human  civilization,  has  had  and  possibly  will 
continue  to  have  counterfeit  members  in  its  folds,  but  thia 
only  proves  the  system  to  be  good,  for  men  do  not  counterfeit 
a  bad  article.  Among  all  the  banking  institutions  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  of  the  Union,  prior  to  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  although  among  the  youngest,  was. 
by  no  means  the  least  important.  The  provisions  of  the  law 
authorizing  its  organization,  and  providing  for  and  relating 
to  its  management,  were  of  such  a  wise  and  conservative 
character  that,  if  strictly  observed,  the  bill  holder  and  the 
general  public  were  safe  beyond  doubt  or  contingency.  Prior 
to  that  time  the  whole  country,  but  more  particularly  the 
Western  States,  had  suflFered  much  loss  and  embarrassment 
in  business,  on  account  of  a  spurious  and  depreciated  paper 
currency.  In  those  days  in  Iowa  the  two  most  important 
books  that  every  business  man  needed  were  a  Bible  and  a 
counterfeit  detector.  And  of  these  two  the  detector  seemed 
to  be  the  most  important  for  at  least  six  days  out  of  the 
seven,  and  most  men  in  business  seemed  to  act  as  though  it 
had  been  written  "six  days  shalt  thou  diligently  study  thy 
counterfeit  detector,  but  the  seventh,  which  is  the  Sabbath, 
thou  mayest  give  heed  to  thy  Bible.'* 

A  counterfeit  detector  in  those  days  was  the  best  safeguard 
that  was  available  or  obtainable;  but  business  men  were  not 
even  then  secure  against  imposition  and  loss  from  depreciated 
and  counterfeit  bank  paper,  because  a  bank  might  be  in  good 
condition  when  the  detector  was  published,  but  the  next  week 
afterward,  and  before  he  could  procure  a  new  edition,  showing 
the  standing  of  the  banks,  the  paper  which  he  had  taken  as 
good  would  have  depreciated  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent, 
and  sometimes  even  more.  I  have  now  in  my  possession 
some  bank  bills  taken  at  par  some  years  before  the  State 
Bank  of  Iowa  was  established,  and  proved  to  be  utterly 
worthless.     Money  in  those  days  in  Iowa  was  scarce,  and 
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much  of  what  there  was,  had  a  doubtful  value.  About  the 
only  silver  money  in  circulation  in  Iowa  in  those  days  that 
could  be  depended  upon  as  to  value  were  the  five-frianc  pieces 
and  the  12^  and  6J  ceht  pieces.  The  larger  of  this  silver 
fractional  currency  was  called  "eleven-penny  bit"  and  some- 
times "bits"  or  "levies,"  and  the  smaller  pieces  went  by  the 
Spanish  name  of  "picayune."  These  francs  and  bits  and  pica- 
yunes were  all  foreigners,  merely  abiding  on  American  soil, 
and  but  few  of  them  ever  became  naturalized  citizens^  and  if 
ever  naturalized  were  never  afterward  known  by  the  same 
name.  These  foreigners  were  not  only  tolerated  on  American 
soil,  but  actually  sought  after  and  courted  by  all  citizens  "to 
the  manner  born."  The  more  wealthy  people,  however, 
monopolized  to  a  great  extent  the  entertainment  of  these  visit- 
ors from  foreign  lands.  No  select  party  or  joyous  occasion 
was  considered  complete,  or  a  social  success,  unless  some  of 
these  aliens  were  present,  and  the  more  of  them  the  better. 
They  were  not  only  popular  and  influential  in  polite  society 
and  in  social  and  commercial  circles,  but  also  somewhat  im- 
portant in  the  political  field.  Candidates  for  office  who  could 
not  or  would  not  command  some  aid  from  this  source  found 
their  political  pathway  more  difficult  to  travel  than  it  other- 
wise would  have  been. 

Americans  all  remember,  of  course,  that  one  of  our  most 
able  and  venerated  statesmen  once  cautioned  his  countrymen 
against  "entangling  alliances  with  foreigners."  This  caution 
in  reference  to  these  silver  foreigners  was  sometimes  con- 
veniently forgotten  on  election  days.  But,  however  much 
may  be  said  against  the  foreign  silver  used  in  those  times,  it 
was  nevertheless  true  that  with  this  kind  of  money  a  person 
could  sleep  soundly  with  the  assurance  that  he  would  find  it 
as  good  in  the  morning  as  when  he  retired  the  night  before. 
The  much-abused  and  recently  legally-tabooed  silver  dollars 
of  this  day  were  not  then  troubling  people  very  much,  simply 
because  very  few  people  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  them, 
however  highly  prized  when  obtainable.  The  history  of  Iowa 
for  the  last  forty  years  in  reference  to  her  paper  money,  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  STATE  BANK  OF  IOWA.  269 

more  properly  speaking,  the  different  kinds  of  paper  which 
circulated  in  place  of  and  as  a  representative  of  money,  would 
be  Amusing  and  ought  to  be  instructive.  Almost  all  kinds  of 
all  systems  of  paper  issues  have  been  experimented  with,  and 
the  results  ought  to  be  useful  as  lessons  of  warning  to  the 
present  and  future  generations.  But  one  of  the  greatest 
troubles  which  confront  the  descendants  of  the  man  who 
would  not  be  satisfied  about  the  consequences  of  biting  that 
historic  apple  until  he  had  personally  experimented  with  it,  is 
that  each  seems  determined  to  try  for  himself,  and  so  Adam's 
children  continue  to  keep  on  experimenting,  each  feeling  that 
he  has  the  ability  to  succeed  where  others  have  met  disaster 
and  defeat.  The  ingenuity  of  man  has  left  but  few  (if  any) 
schemes  that  have  not  been  given  the  test  of  time  and  trial,  to 
evolve  some  Utopian  plan  by  which  everybody  could  have 
plenty  of  good  money,  and  at  the  same  time  have  it  at  cheap 
rates.  It  would  seem  from  the  history  made  by  all  civilized 
nations  in  the  past  that  sufficient  experiments  had  been  made 
in  that  line  to  prove  conclusively  that  the  terms  plenty  and 
cheap  do  not  as  a  rule  belong  in  the  same  family.  But  never- 
theless tbe  wild  chase  still  continues  in  search  of  the  philoso- 
pher's stone,  or  Aladdin's  lamp,  or  something  that  will  repeal 
or  neutralize  the  command,  "In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt 
thou  eat  bread."  In  searching  for  some  kind  oi  cheap  money 
which  would  act  as  a  panacea  for  the  cure  of  all  the  financial 
ills  that  "flesh  is  heir  to,"  all  kinds  of  "red  dog,"  "wild  cat," 
and  kindred  schemes  in  the  shape  of  paper  promises  to  circu- 
late as  money  have  been  resorted  to.  All  of  which  had  the 
same  object  in  view,  to- wit,  to  get  something  for  nothing;  and 
after  exhausting  all  the  old  and  familiar  subterfuges,  some 
new  and  heretofore  untried  plans  have  been  resorted  to,  such 
for  instance  as  bits  of  paper  called  in  common  parlance 
"shin  plasters"  (sometimes  issued  by  corporations  and  some- 
times by  individuals)  have  had  trial,  and  ever  and  again  fail- 
ure, defeat,  and  frequently  disaster,  have  been  the  result. 

During  the  days  of  which  this  record  speaks,  when  some 
people  conceived  the  idea  that  "every  man  could  be  his  own 
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banker,"  one  prominent  firm  in  Davenport,  operating  as 
merchants,  millers  and  pork  packers,  undertook  single  handed 
and  alone  to  supply  a  "long  felt  want"  in  the  financial  world, 
by  furnishing  a  paper  circulation.  I  have  a  very  distinct  rec- 
ollection of  seeing  the  chief  member  of  the  firm  carrying  in 
his  hat  (a  large  bell-crown,  such  as  our  Uncle  Samuel  is 
represented  as  wearing)  whole  printed  sheets,  resembling  bank 
bills,  of  what  was  called  the  money  of  the  firm,  and  in  his 
vest  pocket  a  pair  of  scissors,  so  that  whenever  and  wherever 
he  was  met  on  the  street  or  other  place  he  was  prepared  to 
pay  in  this  currency  for  wheat  or  pork,  or  any  other  legal 
claim,  by  simply  extracting  from  his  capacious  hat  a  sheet  of 
what  he  called,  and  what  for  the  time  being  passed  for, 
*'money,"  and  with  his  scissors  cutting  oflF  the  necessary  sum 
to  liquidate  the  claim ! 

Somebody  once  said  or  sung  that  he  dreamed  he  "dwelt  in 
marble  halls."  But  this  man  with  his  bank  in  his  hat  and  his 
scissors  in  his  pocket,  did  not  only  dream  about  the  splendor 
and  magnificence  of  his  abiding  place,  and  the  "pomp  and 
circumstance"  of  his  surroundings,  but  he  had  the  substan- 
tial evidence  also  daily  before  him,  in  his  palatial  residence 
with  pillars,  and  porticos  and  halls.  And,  having  heard  some- 
how, somewhere,  about  a  city  that  was  "set  on  a  hill,"  this 
gentleman  had  his  mansion  built  upon  a  no-mistake,  real  hill. 
So  that  from  his  elevated  position  he  could  look  down  and  upon 
the  more  humble  and  less  pretentious  domiciles  of  his  appar- 
ently less  fortunate  neighbors.  Nor  did  his  ambition  stop  here. 
He  did  not  propose  that  any  "pent-up  Utica"  should  limit  or 
confine  his  movements  or  his  power.  He  had  somehow  heard 
something  "said  or  sung"  about  Alexander  and  his  splendid 
horse  Bucephalus,  so  his  next  startling  surprise  for  his  more 
humble  neighbors  was  the  procurement  of  a  splendid  equipage. 
Other  people  might  trudge  along  life's  rugged  and  dusty  path- 
way on  foot,  or  perchance  in  common,  every-day  wheel  vehi- 
<jles,  but  "for  him  and  his  house"  he  provided  a  conveyance 
called  a  coach,  drawn  by  high-stepping  chargers  with  flowing 
manes,  caparisoned  with  splendid  trappings  and  adorned  with 
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trimmings  and  tinselry,  all  of  which  splendid  turnout  was 
under  the  special  care  and  management  of  what  ordinary 
mortals  call  a  driver,  but  this  was  presided  over  and  controlled 
by  no  less  a  personage  than  a  coachman.  The  owner  of  all 
this  magnificence  seemed  to  have  found  some  kind  of  substi- 
tute for  the  fabled  philosopher's  stone,  which,  if  it  did  not 
turn  to  gold  all  it  touched,  did  at  least  seem  to  turn  it  into 
something  which,  for  the  time  being,  appeared  to  answer  the 
same  purpose.  The  paste,  in  this  case,  seemed  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  a  diamond,  and  some  common,  every-day  people 
plodding  along  life's  steep  and  rugged  pathway,  began  to 
have  serious  doubts  as  to  the  reliability  of  some  things  which 
they  had  been  taught  to  believe  were  rock-ribbed  and  sub- 
stantial, and  that  the  time-honored  declaration  of  all  men  be- 
ing "created  equal,"  might  after  all  be  only  a  myth  of  high- 
sounding  phrases  and  "glittering  generalities."  But  time, 
that  tries  all  the  things  of  earth,  clutched  with  rude  and 
relentless  grasp  this  seemingly  solid  and  beautiful  structure 
of  wealth  and  all  its  surroundings,  and  it  crumbled  and  fell, 
and  then  the  common  people  made  the  discovery  that  all  that 
seems  to  glitter  may  not  be  gold,  and  that  in  the  language 
of  a  pious  colored  brother,  many  beautiful  and  substantial 
structures  may  be  built  upon  "foundy  sandations." 

And  so  it  has  ever  been  in  the  ceaseless  roll  of  years,  the 
line  which  divides  the  upper  ten  from  the  lower  million  is  ever 
changing,  and  as  a  consequence  he  who  occupies  a  palace  to- 
day may  have  his  domicile  in  a  cabin  to-morrow,  and  so,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  cabin  may  give  place  to  the  mansion. 
The  successful  on  life's  financial  battlefield  are  greeted  with 
plaudits,  and  the  unsuccessful  with  neglect.  Pope  wrote, 
*'Worth  makes  the  man,  the  want  of  it,  the  felloiv.''  But  the 
world  of  mankind  in  these  last  years  seems  to  act  as  though 
wealth  makes  the  man,  the  want  of  it  the  fellow.  Some  one  has 
said,  or  sung,  in  reference  to  possession  of  this  world's  goods: 

"  'Tis  virtue,  wit,  and  wealth,  and  aU 
Tliat  men  divine  and  social  call; 
For  what  is  worth  in  anything, 
Bnt  BO  much  money  as  'twill  bring?  ^,^,^,^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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What  makes  all  doctrines  plain  and  clear? 
About  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
And  that  which  was  proved  true  before, 
Proved  false  again  for  two  hundred  more." 

It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  in  what  is  here  recorded 
in  reference  to  this  case,  that  the  individual  referred  to  had  no 
good  qualities.  On  the  contrary  he  was  a  constant  attendant 
at  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  no  community 
ever  had  a  more  industrious  citizen.  The  object  had  in  view, 
in  referring  to  this  case,  and  the  lesson  to  be  learned  from  it, 
is  to  emphasize  the  fact,  that  while  a  man  may  be  a  good 
farmer,  or  a  good  mechanic,  or  a  good  lawyer,  or  a  good  phy- 
sician, or  a  good  preacher,  he  may  not  be,  and  in  a  multitude 
of  cases,  is  not,  a  very  good  financier.  There  are  thousands 
of  cases  on  record  to  prove  that  multitudes  of  men,  able,  ef- 
ficient, and  even  eminent  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life,  have 
been  utter  failures  as  financiers.  A  man  may  be  able  to  learn 
almost  anything,  but  no  man  ever  did  or  ever  will  leam 
everything,  because  life  is  too  short,  and  possibly  that  fact 
may  have  been  the  reason  for  the  homely  adage,  that  "the 
shoemaker  should  stick  to  his  last." 

Professional  financial  tinkers  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries 
have  succeeded  better  as  breakers  than  as  menders.  Books 
have  been  written  to  demonstrate  how  every  man  could  be  his 
own  lawyer,  or  his  own  doctor,  and  reasoning  from  these 
premises,  some  people  supposed  that  every  man,  without  any 
special  training  or  natural  adaptation,  could  be  a  skilled  finan- 
cier, with  the  right  and  ability  to  manufacture  something  and 
to  call  it  money.  Eventually,  however,  this  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  monetary  and  financial  matters  in  Iowa  aroused  to 
some  extent  the  sleeping  energies  of  the  people,  and  thought- 
ful men  of  all  parties  and  all  schools  of  finance  united  in  an 
honest  and  earnest  endeavor  to  devise  some  plan  or  some 
arrangement  of  governmental  policy,  by  which  a  sound  and 
stable  currency,  with  a  solid  coin  basis,  could  be  devised  and 
established,  which  would  be  safe  and  advantageous  to  the 
commercial,  manufacturing  and  agricultural,  as  well  as  to  the 
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laboring  classes.  All  profound  thinkers  on  questions  of 
money  or  finance,  from  the  days  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to 
the  present,  no  matter  how  widely  they  may  have  differed  a» 
to  details,  have  been  in  accord  as  to  the  wisdom  of  so  framing- 
our  financial  system  that  all  grades  of  society  should  be 
equally  benefited  and  protected.  Equal  rights  to  all  and  ex-  » 
elusive  privileges  to  none,  has  been  inscribed  upon  all  ban- 
ners of  all  parties.  "Money,'*  says  Hamilton,  "is  with  pro- 
priety considered  as  a  vital  principle  of  the  body  politic,  and 
enables  it  to  perform  its  most  essential  functions.'*  James 
Madison,  in  his  comments  on  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  prohibits  any  State  in  the  Union  from  issuing  bills  of 
credit  as  money,  says:  "The  loss  which  America  has  sus- 
tained from  the  pestilential  eflfect  of  paper  money  on  the  con- 
fidence between  man  and  man,  and  on  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
pie,  and  on  the  character  of  republican  government,  consti- 
tutes an  accumulation  of  guilt  which  can  be  expiated  in  no 
other  way  than  by  a  voluntary  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  power  which  has  been  the  instrument  of  it." 

The  same  author  further  says  on  this  subject:  "The  same 
reasons  which  show  the  necessity  of  denying  to  the  States  the 
power  of  regulating  coin,  prove  with  equal  force  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  substitute  paper  for  coin."  The 
use  of  the  words  "paper  money,"  by  Mr.  Madison,  is,  at  this 
day,  a  misnomer.  The  paper  issues  of  to-day  are  not  money, 
but  simply  promises  to  pay  money.  "Money,"  says  Locke, 
**diflfers  from  uncoined  silver  in  this:  that  the  quantity  of  sil- 
ver in  each  piece  of  money  is  ascertained  by  the  stamp  it  bears, 
which  is  a  public  voucher."  Our  lexicons  describe  money  a& 
being  "stamped  metal,  generally  gold,  silver  or  copper,"  never 
as  paper.  Banks  and  bank  paper  create  no  money,  but  under 
wise  laws  for  their  government,  and  when  properly  conducted, 
are  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  commerce  of  the  Nation,  and 
to  all  classes  of  people;  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  busi- 
ness of  the  world  could  be  successfully  conducted  without 
them.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  very  few  people  are  aware  of  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  by  banks  for  little  or  no  compen- 
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sation.  If  all  the  banks  in  the  Nation  were  closed,  and  all 
the  people  compelled  to  transact  their  business  without  the 
facilities  which  they  furnish,  for  thirty  days,  there  would  be 
such  a  stirring  up  of  the  business  community  as  has  not  been 
heard  of  since  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  upon  Fort  Sumter. 
The  law  creating  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  designated  Iowa 
City  as  the  place  of  its  location.  This,  however,  was  not  a 
bank  of  discount  and  deposit,  but  simply  an  oflSce  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  president  and  secretary,  where  all  the  business 
relating  to  all  the  branches  of  said  bank  in  the  State  was  trans- 
acted, and  where  all  the  circulating  notes  of  all  the  branches 
were  kept  and  delivered  to  the  several  branches,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  sums,  as  they  were  each  entitled  to.  All  the  worn 
out  or  mutilated  notes  of  any  of  the  branches  had  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  bank  at  Iowa  City  for  cancellation  and  destruc- 
tion,  and  new  notes  delivered  to  each  branch  in  lieu  of  the 
notes  so  destroyed.  The  provision  of  law,  for  the  destruction 
of  the  mutilated  currency  of  the  several  branches  of  the  State 
Bank,  required  it  to  be  burned  to  ashes  in  the  presence  of  the 
president  or  vice-president,  and  two  of  the  directors  of  said 
bank.  This  burning  was  done  in  a  large,  old-fashioned,  ten- 
plate  stove,  in  the  office  of  the  State  Bank  at  Iowa  City.  Some- 
times, in  warm  weather,  this  was  by  no  means  a  pleasant  job. 
The  door  of  the  stove  had  to  be  ke{)t  open  so  that  the  wit- 
nesses could  certify,  fiof  that  the  mutilated  currency  had  been 
put  into  the  fire  in  the  stove  and  burned,  but  that  the  burning 
was  done  in  the  presence  of  those  who  made  the  certificate. 
It  was  also  necessary  to  keep  the  door  of  the  stove  open,  so 
that  there  should  not  be  draft  enough  to  carry  any  of  the 
bills  only  partially  scorched  out  of  the  chimney;  and  it  was 
no  unusual  thing  for  one  of  the  committee  to  go  outside  oc- 
casionally to  see  whether  any  of  the  mutilated  notes  were  es- 
caping in  that  condition  through  the  flue.  .  For  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  certificate  had  to  state,  not  that  the  notes 
were  put  into  the  stove,  but  that  they  w^ere  burned  to  ashes. 
This  provision  of  law  made  it  necessary  for  the  committee  to 
see  them  burned;  and  it  was  necessary,  also,  to  do  consider- 
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able  stirring  up  of  the  charred  and  smouldering  paper  so  as 
to  make  it  certain  that  the  certificate  could  truthfully  state 
that  the  notes  were  burned  to  asheH  in  their  presence.  Those 
who  have  had  experience  in  this  kind  of  work  know  that 
greasy,  mutilated  bank  bills  make  a  very  hot  fire. 

This  particular  statement  is  given  in  detail,  to  show  with 
what  care  every  minutia  of  this  business  was  attended  to,  so 
that  no  chance  was  left  for  mistake  or  oversight,  and  the  result 
has,  I  think,  been  satisfactory  to  all  the  people  of  Iowa,  and  to 
all  who  were  officially  or  financially  associated  with,  or  inter- 
ested in  the  safe  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  Sub- 
sequent to  this  time,  and  for  some  years  after  the  passage  of 
the  National  bank  law,  the  act  of  Congress  required  the  de- 
struction of  all  mutilated  National  bank  notes  to  be  by  burn- 
ing. Now,  the  mutilated  National  bank  bills  are  macerated 
instead  of  being  burned.  Once  while  the  law  of  Congress 
required  the  burning  of  mutilated  notes,  I  was  requested  by  an 
Iowa  National  bank,  while  in  Washington  at  one  time,  to  wit- 
ness the  burning  of  some  of  its  mutilated  currency.  When  I 
presented  my  authority  at  the  Treasury  Department,  I  was 
shown  into  the  room  where  the  mutilated  currency  was  kept, 
and  a  couple  of  young  gentlemen  employes  detailed  to  witness 
with  myself  the  burning.  When  the  package  of  bills  to  be 
burned  was  handed  to  me,  I  took  a  seat  at  a  table  and  com- 
menced to  count  the  bills.  This  seemed  to  amuse  these  two 
gentlemen,  as  being  in  their  opinion  entirely  unnecessary, 
because,  as  they  kindly  informed  me,  these  bills  had  already 
been  counted.  To  which  I  replied,  *'That  may  be  sufficient  for 
you,  but  not  for  me,''  and  so  I  continued  counting  until  I  had 
verified  the  correctness  of  the  amount  to  be  burned.  Then  we 
three  proceeded  to  another  room  in  the  same  building,  where 
a  small  furnace,  which  seemed  to  be  enclosed  in,  and  part  of 
a  brick  wall,  was  located,  and  these  mutilated  notes  were 
thrown  into  the  tire  in  the  furnace.  One  of  these  gentlemen 
then  attempted  to  close  the  door  of  the  furnace,  which  I  pre- 
vented him  from  doing.  This  seemed  strange  to  these  govern- 
ment employes.  I  inquired  if  they  could  see  the  notes  burned 
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if  the  door  was  closed,  and  if  they  could  not,  how  could  they 
truthfully  certify  that  they  saw  the  notes  burned  to  ashes  ?  I 
refer  to  this  transaction  merely  to  show  a  sample  of  how  a 
great  deal  of  business,  both  public  and  private,  is  done,  and 
to  furnish  an  explanation  of  how  so  many  things  happen, 
which  are  called  unexpected  occurrences,  or  unavoidable  or 
unlooked  for  misfortunes,  when  in  fact  they  are  the  legitimate 
result  of  criminal  carelessness,  or  absolute  and  willful  neglect 
of  plainly  expressed  and  positive  duty.  It  may  not  be  possi- 
ble to  make  specific  provision  by  law  for  every  exigency  that 
may  arise.  Human  wisdom  does  not  reach  that  far,  and  con- 
sequently the  wisest  and  best  men  sometimes  make  mistakes. 
Good  laws,  administered  by  good,  careful  men,  would  mini- 
mize the  ills  of  life.  Bad  men  and  bad  laws  would  make  this 
world  a  howling  wilderness.  Scheming  men  with  evil  intent 
have  sometimes  over-reached  themselves  and  there  have  been 
some  instances  in  the  history  of  human  affairs  where  such 
men  have  succeeded  in  having  such  laws  passed  for  their 
personal  benefit  or  gratification,  but  sueh  laws  sometimes 
operate  against  the  author,  and  he  has  had  good  reason  to  ex- 
claim with  Dryden: 

"The  blow  recoils  and  hurts  me  while  I  strike!" 
Such  cases  serve  to  "point  a  moral,"  even  if  they  do  not 
"adorn  a  tale."  When  Daniel's  enemies  succeeded  in  procur- 
ing a  decree,  which,  from  a  human  standpoint,  looked  as 
though  they  were  certain  of  closing  forever  the  old  Prophet's 
career  on  earth,  they  made  what  proved  to  be  to  them  a  fatal 
mistake  in  the  specifications.  They  took  it  for  granted  that  if 
Daniel  could  be  safely  deposited  in  the  "den  of  lions,"  and 
no  appeal  or  change  of  venue  could  be  evoked  to  interfere 
with  or  defeat  their  designs,  his  case  would  be  closed.  But 
when  the  "Presidents  and  Princes"  framed  that  celebrated 
decree,  causing  Daniel  to  be  cast  into  a  den  with  those  sav- 
age wild  animals,  they  forgot  to  specify  that  he  should  re- 
main there,  and  this  omission  was  fatal  to  their  law,  and 
eventually  to  themselves.  These  "Presidents  and  Princes'^ 
simply  digged  a  pit  and  fell  into  it  themselves.  . 
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But  I  have  wandered  from  my  subject  all  the  way  from  a 
-city  on  the  sundown  side  of  the  "father  of  waters"  to  a  city 
built  by  Nimrod,  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  about  four 
thousand  years  before  Iowa  City,  or  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa, 
i^as  dreamed  of,  and  must  now  try  to  get  back  to  my  text. 
Sut  just  as  I  came  to  this  conclusion,  I  chanced  to  see  in  the 
Christian  Advocate^  of  New  York,  an  article  on  the  subject  of 
money,  written  by  a  gentleman  who  has  the  prefix  of  "Rev." 
to  his  name,  in  which  he  says:  "All  money  is  fiat  money. 
The  intrinsic  of  so  called  coin  is  sunk  in  the  fiat  value  of  the 
<5oin,  and  what  is  wanted  now,  is  for  the  creation  and  distribu- 
tion of  far  more  fixit  money.  Not  less,  but  more  fiat  money." 
And  immediately  after  reading  this  receipt  for  the  cure  of  all 
the  financial  "ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to"  a  preacher  in  Wash- 
ington city  one  Sunday  took  for  his  text  these  words,  "The 
Money  of  the  Nation,"  and  in  the  course  of  his  sermon  is  re- 
ported  in  the  newspapers  as  saying:  "The  remedy  in  this 
money  matter  lies  in  nationalizing  the  entire  currency  of  the 
country,  stripping  it  of  all  intrinsic  value;'^^  and  in  support  of 
this  theory  quoted  Dr.  Franklin  as  in  favor  of  issuing  "procla- 
mation money,"  to  be  loaned  to  the  people  in  sums  not  exceed- 
ing fiveiiundred  dollars,  payable  in  sixteen  years  and  secured 
by  real  estate.  Possibly  Dr.  Franklin  may  at  one  time,  while 
this  country  was  merely  an  English  colony,  have  advocated 
the  issuing  of  paper,  without  a  coin  basis,  to  be  used  as  a 
substitute  for  money.  But  when  he  did  this,  he  gave  as  the 
reason  for  such  an  opinion  the  following  words,  which  can  be 
found  on  page  443  of  volume  II  of  the  life  and  works  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin:  "Gold  and  silver  are  not  the  product  of 
North  America,  which  has  no  mines,  and  that  which  is 
brought  here  cannot  be  kept  here  in  sufficient  quantity  for 
-currency.  The  colonies  are  dependent  governments,  and  their 
people  having  naturally  great  respect  for  the  sovereign  coun- 
try, and  being  immoderately  fond  of  its  modes,  manufactures 
and  superfluities,  cannot  be  restrained  from  purchasing  them, 
because  such  law,  if  made,  would  be  repealed  as  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain."   Now,  if  we  are  still  a  colony 
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of  Great  Britain,  and  must  shape  our  laws  and  customs  as  she 
directs,  we  may  as  well  close  our  gold  as  w;b11  as  our  silver 
mines,  and  confine  our  financial  operations  to  such  plans  as 
she  may  decide  are  best  for  her  interests.  But  if  we  have  still 
any  faith  in  what  we  call  our  "Declaration  of  Independence,'* 
which  we  made  without  the  advice  or  consent  of  Great  Britain 
and  if  instead  of  not  producing  any  gold  or  silver,  as  was  the 
case  when  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  on  that  subject,  we  are  now  the 
largest  producers  of  these  metals  of  any  nation  in  the  world,, 
the  case  presents  an  entirely  diflferent  aspect.  It  is  certainly 
not  fair  to  quote  Dr.  Franklin  as  favoring  irredeemable,  fat 
money  at  this  day,  when  one  of  his  chief  reasons,  and  the  one 
on  which  all  his  others  are  based,  for  the  issuance  of  that 
kind  of  paper  promises,  is  that  this  country  at  that  time  pro- 
duced no  gold  or  silver,  and  was  entirely  dependent  on  for- 
eign countries  for  coin  money. 

If  Dr.  Franklin  had  known  that  this  country  in  the  years  of 
the  then  coming  future  would  be  a  very  large  producer  of  both 
gold  and  silver  it  is  safe  to  say  he  would  have  given  very  dif- 
ferent advice  on  the  money  question.  A  country  that  pro- 
duces no  gold  or  silver,  as  was  the  condition  of  this  country 
at  the  time  the  Doctor  made  his  statement,  occupies  a  very 
diflferent  position  in  the  commercial  and  financial  world,  from 
a  gold  and  silver  producing  country,  such  as  this  country  is 
now.  It  seems,  however,  to  be  the  fashion  in  these  days, 
when  an  individual  wishes  to  bolster  up  some  pet  theory  of 
his  own,  to  lug  in  the  words  of  some  man  for  w^hose  life  and 
character  the  world  has  great  respect,  and  in  doing  so,  very 
little  or  no  regard  is  paid  to  the  intention  of  the  writer. 
Sometimes,  while  what  is  told  is  true,  yet  the  whole  truth  is 
not  told,  and  that  is  why  it  has  been  asserted  that  half  a  truth 
is  in  many  cases  a  falsehood.  Our  laws  require  a  witness,, 
when  answering  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  not  ofily  to 
tell  the  truth,  but  also  to  tell  the  whole  truth.  If  the  whole 
truth  in  Dr.  Franklin^s  case  is  told,  he  cannot  be  fairly  counted 
on  the  side  of  an  irredeemable  paper  currency.  Dr.  Franklin 
has  also  been  represented  as  an  infidel,  by  some  who  possibly 
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wished  it  to  be.  so,  and  it  may  not  be  generally  known  that 
the  Doctor,  while  mentally  and  physically  in  good  condition, 
wrote  his  own  epitaph  to  be  placed  on  his  tombstone,  in  these 
words:  "The  body  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  Printer  (like  the 
cover  of  an  old  book,  its  contents  torn  out,  and  stripped  of  its 
lettering  and  gilding),  lies  here  food  for  worms.  Yet  the 
work  itself  shall  not  be  lost,  but  will  (as  he  believed)  appear 
once  more  in  a  new  and  more  beautiful  edition  corrected  and 
revised  by  The  Author."  In  quoting  Dr.  Franklin,  or  any 
other  of  the  great  names  of  former  generations,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  the  conditions  surrounding  the  commercial 
relations  of  a  gold  and  silver  producing  country,  and  those  of 
a  nation  producing  little  or  none  of  these  metals,  are  as  diflfer- 
ent  as  can  be  imagined.  The  reverend  gentleman  to  whom  I 
have  referred  as  quoting  Dr.  Franklin  as  being  in  favor  of 
"proclamation  money'*  is  reported  at  the  same  time  as  admit- 
ting that  he  was  himself  a  "Nationalist,  and  even  a  Socialist.'* 
One  hundred  years  ago  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  examine  and  rej)ort  "facts  relative  to  paper  money" 
said  in  their  report,  among  other  things:  "When  paper  was 
issued  in  lieu  of  money,  bankruptcy  followed,  and  creditors 
suffered  accordingly."  One  writer  of  some  prominence  as 
authority  in  financial  matters  says:  "Every  medium  of  trade 
should  have  an  intrinsic  value,  which  paper  money  has  not; 
gold  and  silver  are  therefore  the  fittest  for  this  medium,  as 
they  are  an  equivalent  which  paper  money  never  can  be." 
Now,  if  I  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word  fat,  as  applied 
to  money  by  the  writer  whose  words  I  have  quoted,  he  is 
preaching  a  very  dangerous  doctrine.  The  word  fiat  denotes 
a  decree,  or  an  order.  No  mere  order  or  decree  by  human 
authority  can  create  something  out  of  nothing.  That  is  an 
attribute  alone  of  Deity,  and  outside  of  and  beyond  the 
power  of  man.     Cowper  says: 

"Why  did  the  fiat  of  a  God  give  birth 
To  yon  fair  sun  and  his  attendant  earth?'* 

The  word  intrinsic,  used  by  one  of  the  writers  whose  words  I 
have  quoted  from  the  Christian  Advocate,  means  fixed  in  the 
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nature  of  things;  inherent,  internal,  genuine,  possessing  value. 
And  the  word  value  means  a  price  equal  to  the  worth  of  the 
thing  bought;  equivalent;  the  amount  of  labor  necessary  to 
produce  a  thing;  excellence;  a  given  quantity  of  labor.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  value  of  anything  depends,  not  entirely  but 
to  a  great  extent,  upon  the  amount  of  time  and  labor  required 
to  produce  it.  The  value  of  the  mainspring  of  a  watch  is 
more  than  one  thousand  times  greater  than  that  of  the  crude 
ore  out  of  which  it  was  produced,  and  labor  has  caused  all  the 
additional  value.  And  the  word  lahoi'  means,  exertion,  toil, 
task,  fatigue,  etc.  If  any  one  doubts  this  statement,  or  calls 
in  question  the  importance  which  is  here  given  to  the  word 
labor,  I  refer  him  to  1st  Thessalonians,  2d  chapter  and  9th 
verse.  Applying  the  labor  test,  it  becomes  very  clear  that  a 
mere  promise  to  pay  money  is  not  in  itself  money,  and  the 
value  of  the  promise  depends  entirely  upon  the  ability  and 
disposition  of  the  promiser  to  make  good  his  promise.  The 
financial  world  has  had  at  least  two  striking  proofs  of  this 
in  the  case  of  the  assignats  of  France  and  the  continental 
paper  of  this  country.  Fiat  money,  strictly  speaking,  is  a 
delusion  and  a  snare.  It  "keeps  the  promise  to  the  ear  (or 
more  properly,  to  the  eye)  and  breaks  it  to' the  hope.'*  It  has 
always  seemed  strange  to  me  that  this  Government,  when  it 
became  able  to  pay  the  continental  currency,  did  not  do  so, 
because,  in  the  line  of  even-handed  justice,  "no  time,  or  space 
or  roll  of  years"  should  have  prevented  this  from  being  done. 
An  honest  debt,  either  public  or  private,  in  the  hands  of  an 
honest  holder,  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  and  beyond  the  reach 
of  outlawry.  A  solemn  promise  given  for  the  performance 
of  a  sacred  duty  should  be  as  lasting  as  the  years. 

Paper  promises,  to  be  valuable  as  a  circulating  medium, 
must  have  behind  them  some  responsible  grantor  and  a  place 
of  as  well  as  a  time  for  redemption.  One  of  the  best  and  most 
important  features  of  the  National  Banking  System,  and  one 
which  is  not  appreciated  as  it  should  be,  is  the  fact  that  all 
the  notes  of  all  the  National  Banks  in  the  United  States  are 
furnished  by  the  Government  at  Washington,  so  that  the 
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-official  records  of  the  Comptroller  show  at  all  times  just  what 
^amount  and  to  whom  circulating  notes  have  been  issued.  And 
the  same  law  requires  all  mutilated  or  worn  out  notes  from 
all  National  banks  to  be  returned  to  Washington  for  can- 
cellation and  destruction,  so  that  the  official  records  at  all 
times  show  the  amount  of  outstanding  paper  circulation  of 
-each  bank  and  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States. 

Reference  to  this  feature  of  the  National  Banking  Law  is 
now  made  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  this  is  exactly  the 
system  upon  which  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  founded,  so 
far  as  furnishing  and  retiring  circulation  were  concerned.  And 
the  fact  ought  to  be  emphasized  and  never  forgotten  by  the 
citizens  of  Iowa,  that  while  the  systems  in  this  particular  were 
similar,  the  framers  of  the  Iowa  law  did  not  borrow  the  idea 
from  the  law  of  Congress  establishing  the  National  banks, 
because  the  law  creating  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  passed 
-and  the  Bank  in  operation  in  1858,  and  the  National  Bank- 
ing law  was  not  passed  until  about  five  years  after.      If  the 
law  creating  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  did  not  in  express  terms 
compel  the  several  branches  to  receive  at  par  the  notes  of  all 
the  other  branches,  the  same  thing  was  accomplished  by  the 
general  supervisory  power  given  in  Section  3,  for  the  inspec- 
tion, control  and  general  oversight  of  all  the  branches,  in  the 
following  words:    "The  Directors  shall  have  power,  by  them- 
selves or  by  a  committee  of  one  or  more  members  of  their 
-own  body,  or  by  a  special  agent  appointed  by  them  for  that 
purpose,  whenever  and  as  often  as  they  think  proper,  to  visit 
-any  branch,  inspect  its  books,  records  and  accounts,  and  all 
the  evidences  of  debt,  due  to,  and  securities  held  by  such 
branch,  examine  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  money  and  other 
property  held  by  such  branch,  examine  on  oath  the  President, 
Vice-President  and  Directors  and  Cashier,  and  all  other  officers, 
-clerks  or  servants  of  the  branch,  touching  its  condition,  means 
-and  liabilities.     They  shall  have  power  to  require  any  branch 
to  reduce  its  circulation  or  other  liabilities  within  such  limits 
as  they  shall,  after  full  inquiry  as  to  its  condition,  deem  neces- 
:sary  to  secure  from  loss  either  the  dealers  with  such  branch, 
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or  the  other  branches  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa."  This  pro- 
vision of  law,  with  the  additional  one  requiring  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  all  the  branches  every  ninety  days,  for  the 
purpose  of  consultation,  as  to  the  best  and  safest  measures  ta 
be  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  branches,  was  considered 
a  sufficient  safeguard  against  all  possible  danger,  and  the  re- 
sult has  proven  the  correctness  of  that  policy. 

The  records  of  the  State  Bank  at  Iowa  City  showed  at  all 
times  the  exact  amount  of  circulating  notes  and  the  date  of 
delivery  to  each  branch,  and  also  the  amount  of  mutilated 
notes  returned  for  destruction  by  each  branch,  so  that  the 
exact  amount  of  circulation  outstanding  of  each  branch,  and 
of  all  the  branches,  could  be  exactly  ascertained  at  any  time 
by  a  reference  to  these  records. 

In  the  case  of  the  National  banks  the  Government  holds  its 
own  bonds  to  secure  their  circulation.  In  the  case  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  the  President  of  the  State 
Bank  was  the  custodian  of  the  securities  of  all  the  branches, 
to  secure  their  circulation.  During  all  the  years  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  it  redeemed  its  circulation 
when  presented  for  redemption,  in  coin.  Its  history  as  a 
Bank  was  an  honorable  and  useful  one,  and  it  is  safe  to  say, 
that  the  men  who  were  connected  with  the  management  of 
the  Bank,  and  of  the  several  branches  in  any  part  of  the 
State,  have  reason  to  feel  an  honest  pride  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  institution  was  conducted. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  law  under  and  by  authority  of 
which  this  Bank  came  into  existence  was  neither  violent  nor 
arbitrary  in  any  of  its  provisions,  nor  was  it  of  any  force  or 
effect  until  it  had  passed  the  crucial  test  of  an  examination  by 
the  people  and  had  received  their  indorsement  and  approval 
at  an  election  held  for  that  special  purpose.  It  was,  therefore, 
in  a  double  sense,  a  law  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by 
the  people.  The  language  in  the  56th  Section  of  the  act 
creating  this  bank  provides  as  follows:  "This  act  shall  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  approval  by  a  majority 
of  all  the  electors  of  the  State,  voting  for  and  against  it  at  an 
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election  provided  by  law,  and  not  otherwise/'  And  the  law 
providing  for  the  government  of  this  system  of  banking,  directs 
that  there  shall  be  one  representative  from  each  of  the  branches 
in  the  State,  and  three  directors  on  the  part  of  the  State.  The 
language  of  the  law  on  this  point  is  in  these  words:  "It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  elect  three  directors 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  at  each  regular  biennial  session.*' 
These,  with  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Bank, 
were  required  to  meet  every  three  months  at  the  office  of  the 
State  Bank  in  Iowa  City,  for  the  transaction  of  such  business 
as  was  necessary  for  the  safe  management  and  best  interests 
of  the  general  public  and  the  banks.  At  each  of  these  meet- 
ings the  President  was  required  to  make  a  written  report  of 
all  matters  and  things  pertaining  to  the  business  and  opera- 
tions of  the  several  branches,  so  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
could  decide  what,  if  any,  action  was  necessary  in  reference 
to  any  branch.  This  constant  and  special  oversight  of  all  the 
branches,  enabling  all  to  know  what  each  was  doing,  and  each 
to  know  how  all  were  conducting  their  business,  was  at  once 
a  stimulus  to  correct  action  and  a  safeguard  against  loose  and 
careless  management.  In  short,  it  was  a  verification  of  the 
saying  that  "in  union  there  is  strength.'' 

In  order  that  the  President  might  be  able  to  make  the  report 
^  at  each  meeting  above  referred  to,  it  was  made  his  duty  to 
visit  and  examine  the  several  branches,  so  that  he  could  state 
from  personal  knowledge  the  true  condition  of  each  of  the 
branches.  The  safety  fund  held  by  the  President,  before  re- 
ferred to,  to  secure  the  circulating  notes  of  the  several 
branches,  consisted  of  State  bonds,  stocks  that  had  a  cash 
value,  and  cash.  The  law  under  which  this  bank  was  organ- 
ized, did  not  allow  any  branch  to  receive  any  circulating 
notes  until  it  had  made  the  required  deposit  to  secure  its  cir- 
culation. For  the  safe  keeping  and  proper  disposition  of  the 
bonds  so  deposited  with  the  President  of  the  State  Bank,  he 
was  required  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  bank  to  give 
a  bond  with  approved  sureties  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.    Section  4  of  the  act  authorizing  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  fixes  the  "compensation  of 
the  President  for  his  services  at  such  rate  as  said  bank  shall 
allow."  It  is  worthy  of  note  in  this  instance,  as  a  case  prob- 
ably without  parallel  in  the  history  of  banking  or  other  mon- 
eyed corporations,  that  the  President  of  this  State  Bank,  who, 
in  addition  to  all  his  other  duties,  was  personally  responsible 
for  the  safe  keeping  and  proper  disposition  of  the  large  sums 
of  cash  and  bonds  held  by  him  as  the  safety  fund  of  all 
branches  in  the  State,  was  expected  to,  and  did  perform  all 
these  duties,  and  shoulder  all  these  responsibilities  for  a  much 
less  pecuniary  compensation  for  his  services  than  an  ordinary 
clerk  receives  in  most  of  the  commercial  or  banking  houses 
of  the  country.  But  while  his  compensation  in  "filthy  lucre" 
was  very  small,  he  had,  when  his  work  was  faithfully  per- 
formed, the  better  and  more  valuable  pay,  from  all  his  asso- 
ciates and  all  others  who  were  interested,  of  "well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant."  All  persons  who  do  anything  in  this 
world  to  "smooth  the  rough  paths  of  peevish  nature,"  or  to 
accelerate  the  movements  of  the  business  wheels  of  progress 
in  the  right  direction,  are  good  servants,  and  it  speaks  well 
for  the  better  side  of  humanity  if,  in  judging  the  work  of 
such,  we  apply  the  language  of  one  who  said: 

'^Expect  not  more  from  eery  ants  than  is  just; 
Reward  them  well  if  they  observe  their  trust." 

Attention  has  already  been  incidentally  called  to  similarity 
between  the  law  under  which  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  was 
organized,  and  the  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the  National 
banks,  in  reference  to  the  distribution  and  cancellation  of 
circulating  notes,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  the  Iowa  law 
was  passed  some  five  years  prior  to  the  National  Banking 
law.  But  that  this  may  be  better  understood,  the  letter  of 
the  Iowa  law  is  here  given.  Section  3  of  the  Iowa  law  di- 
rects that  "the  officers  of  the  State  Bank  shall  procure  and 
furnish  each  branch  with  notes  for  circulation,  and  decide  on 
the  amount  to  be  furnished  from  time  to  time  to  each,  within 
the  limits,  and  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  restrictions  pre- 
scribed by  the  law."    And  in  Section  6,  it  is  directed  that  "all 
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notes  designed  for  circulation  by  the  branches  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  but  no  notes  shall  be  de- 
livered to  any  branch  until  they  are  numbered  and  counter- 
signed by  some  person  authorized  by  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa 
to  countersign  the  same  as  register.  And  all  such  notes  shall 
have  stamped  or  printed  on  their  face  the  words  'Registered 
by  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa.* "  And  in  the  same  section  of  the 
law  it  is  required  that  "all  notes  so  worn,  defaced  or  muti- 
lated as  to  unfit  them  for  circulation,  shall  be  returned  by 
the  branch  by  which  they  were  issued,  to  the  Bank,  and  an 
equal  amount  of  new  notes  received  therefor.  All  such  notes 
so  returned  by  a  branch  shall  be  credited,  and  all  new  notes 
delivered  in  their  stead  shall  be  charged  to  said  branch  on 
the  books  of  said  Bank,  and  the  notes  so  returned  shall  be 
burned  to  ashes  in  the  presence  of  the  President  or  Vice- 
President,  and  at  least  two  of  the  Directors  of  said  bank.'^ 
So  it  will  be  seen  that  the  law  of  Congress  authorizing  the 
creation  of  National  banks  followed  the  policy  adopted 
five  years  before  by  the  framers  of  the  Iowa  Banking  law,  so 
far  as  the  issuance,  retirement  and  cancellation  of  circulating 
notes  are  concerned. 

It  also  provided  in  express  terms  that  all  National  banks 
thereby  created  should  protect  the  issues  of  all  other  banks 
similarly  organized.  Section  5196  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
provides  as  follows:  "Every  national  banking  association 
formed  or  existing  under  this  title  shall  take  and  receive  at 
par,  for  any  debt  or  liability  to  it,  any  and  all  notes  or  bills 
issued  by  any  lawfully  organized  national  banking  associa- 
tion." This  5196th  section  of  the  law  is  the  keystone  of  the 
arch,  which  has  upheld  and  made  strong  and  complete  the 
entire  National  bank  structure.  Without  it  the  National  banks 
in  remote  parts  of  the  country  would  have  been  at  war  with 
each  other,  and  their  notes  circulating  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  miles  from  the  place  of  issue  would  not  in  many 
cases  have  been  received  at  par.  If  proof  of  this  is  desired, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  National  banks  no  bank  paper  in  the  United 
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States  ever  was  at  par  in  all  parts  of  our  domain.  Even  the 
old  United  States  Bank  bills,  that  came  the  nearest  to  it,  were 
always  at  a  discount  at  points  remote  from  the  place  of  issue. 
When  the  National  Banking  law  was  being  framed,  there  was 
an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  many  members  of  Congress 
to  make  some  provision  by  which  all  banks  organized  under 
it  should  be  placed  on  an  equality,  and  as  far  as  possible  be 
mutually  interested.  Among  those  who  took  an  active  part 
in  framing  that  law  may  be  named  James  A.  Garfield,  James 
G.  Blaine  and  Thaddeus  Stevens,  all  of  whom  had  much  abil- 
ity to  "govern  men  and  guide  the  State;"  and  all  these,  and 
many  others,  seemed  to  think  that  fixing  a  uniform  rate  of 
interest,  to  be  charged  by  all  these  banks,  would  be  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  desired  purpose,  and  six  yier  cent 
was  the  rate  which  was  most  generally  named  as  the  rate  of 
interest  beyond  which  no  bank  organized  under  that  law 
should  be  allowed  to  charge. 

My  experience  in  banking  in  Iowa  made  it  very  clear  to 
me  that  such  a  provision  as  that  would  not  only  not  accom- 
plish what  its  advocates  desired,  but  would  also  be  fatal  to  the 
law,  so  far  as  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  was 
concerned,  because  money  in  the  West  in  those  days  was  in 
demand  at  ten  per  cent.  Uniformity  in  the  rate  of  interest 
to  be  charged  upon  loans,  could  not  by  possibility  have  in- 
sured equality  of  value  to  the  circulation  of  National  Banks, 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  but  would  have  left  each  bank 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  at  liberty  to  say  at  what  rate 
of  discount  it  would  receive  the  bills  of  any  other  National 
bank.  This  would  have  been  like  Achilles'  heel,  the  vulnera- 
ble point  that  would  have  led  eventually  to  the  destruction  of 
the  system.  If  Achilles'  mother  had  tumbled  the  boy  into  the 
river  Styx,  and  then  fished  him  out  again,  he  would  have  been 
proof  against  the  weapons  of  his  enemies.  In  the  part  which 
I  was  allowed  to  take  in  the  discussion,  I  tried  to  show  that 
by  compelling  all  National  banks  to  take  the  notes  of  each  at 
par,  and  leaving  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the  law  of 
the  State  where  the  bank  was  located,  the  "greatest  good  to 
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the  greatest  number''  would  be  aecompliBhed.  This  policy 
was  finally  adopted  and  the  result  has  been  generally  satisfac- 
tory. It  ought  to  be  a  gratification  to  the  people  of  Iowa  that 
the  system  of  establishing  one  central  point,  from  which  all 
circulating  notes  of  National  banks  should  emanate  and  to 
which  they  should  be  returned  for  cancellation,  was  exactly 
the  system  upon  which  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  established 
Jive  years  before  the  National  Bank  law  was  thought  of. 

The  present  National  banks  are  to  the  Nation  what  the 
State  Bank  of  Iowa  was  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  with  this  diflfer- 
ence,  however,  that  all  National  bank  notes  lost  or  destroyed 
in  any  manner,  amounting  at  this  date  to  many  millions  of 
dollars,  is  a  clear  gain  to  the  Government,  the  banks  by  which 
such  notes  were  issued  deriving  no  benefit  of  any  kind  from 
such  loss.  But  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  circulating  notes  of 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  the  branch  of  the  bank  issuing  such 
notes  derived  the  benefit.  This  Iowa  system  of  State  bank- 
ing, where  all  the  branches  radiated  from  and  were  directed 
by  a  central  head,  gave  strength  and  power  to  as  well  as  con- 
fidence in  the  system,  and  the  public  felt  more  immediately 
identified  with  the  management  than  would  have  resulted 
from  any  other  system.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  money  is  the  "life 
blood  of  trade  and  the  wings  of  commerce,''  then  it  follows  as 
a  consequence  that  the  volume  of  money,  or  bank  bills  repre- 
senting and  redeemable  in  money  (and  no  other  bank  bills 
should  be  allowed),  is  an  important  factor  in  determining  the 
condition  of  the  financial  health  of  a  nation,  and  consequently 
of  every  State  in  the  Nation. 

If  a  certain  volume  of  currency,  based  on  coin,  is  essential 
to  the  prosperity  of  any  country,  then  it  follows  as  a  conse- 
quence that  a  reduction  of  that  volume  is  injurious  to  that 
country.  An  examination  of  the  books  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency  discloses  the  fact  that  on  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1882,  the  circulation  of  the  National  banks  then  outstanding 

and  in  circulation  was $362,889,134: 

and  on  the  10th  of  October,  1893,  it  was  only  .       208,659,520 

showing  a  reduction  in  eleven  years  of     .     .     $154,229,614       . 
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which  is  just  $14,020,874  of  a  reduction  of  the  circulating^ 
medium  for  each  year  of  the  eleven;  and  this,  too,  in  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  in  those  eleven  years  our  population  has  in- 
creased many  millions,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  an 
increase  rather  than  a  decrease  of  the  circulating  medium  is 
needed.  And  it  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  the  financial 
outlook  to-day  is  much  less  encouraging  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago.  An  increase  of  population  demands  (not  a  de- 
crease, but)  an  increase  of  something  as  a  circulating  medium 
based  on  coin,  to  facilitate  transfers  and  exchanges.  Recent 
National  legislation  seems  to  favor  strengthening  the  picket 
line,  to  prevent  an  onslaught  from  silver.  But  when  the  fact 
is  considered  that  it  would  require  about  five  years  for  our 
mints  to  coin  enough  silver  to  equal  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  National  bank  currency  the  danger  line  must  be 
somewhere  in  the  dim  distance.  In  addition  to  what  has 
been  already  said  in  reference  to  the  volume  of  currency,  the 
fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  this  is  only  a  j)(irf  of  the 
real  condition.  The  books  of  the  Comptroller  show  how 
much  has  been  issued  and  how  much  returned,  but  do  not  and 
cannot  show  how  much  has  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

Every  person  who  has  ever  had  any  personal  experience 
with  issuing  and  returning  bank  currency,  knows  that  no  bank 
ever  got  back  all  its  notes.  Losses  by  fire,  losses  by  flood, 
losses  from  accident,  misfortune  or  carelessness,  amount  in  the 
aggregate  to  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  these  losses  of 
National  bank  notes  are  all  clear  gain  to  the  Government  and 
also  a  reduction  of  the  volume  of  the  circulating  medium. 
Some  years  ago  the  Government  called  in  all  the  outstandings 
fractional  currency,  and  the  call  demonstrated  conclusively 
the  fact  that  some  ten  millions  of  that  currency  had  gone  to 
the  "tomb  of  the  Capulets,"  or  some  other  tomb,  and  the 
Government  was  just  that  much  richer,  and  the  general  pub- 
lic just  that  much  short  on  currency.  In  giving  these  facts 
and  figures,  to  show  the  reduction  of  the  volume  of  currency 
with  which  the  general  business  of  the  country  has  to  be 
transacted,  I  must  not  be  understood  as  viewing  the  question 
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from  any  Republican,  Democratic,  Populist  or  partisan  stand- 
point. The  intention  is  simply  to  "hold  the  mirror  up,''  not 
to  nature,  but  to  truth.  The  question  is  one  of  cold,  naked^ 
stubborn  facts  of  such  a  character  that  even  a  "wayfaring: 
man"  can  understand  them  and  need  not  err — and  so  plaim 
*'that  he  may  run  that  readeth  it"  (Habakkuk  2d  chap,  and' 
2d  verse),  run  doubtless  to  some  refuge  or  place  of  safety. 
What  and  where  that  city  of  refuse  is  in  this  case  is  left  en- 
tirely to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

The  State  Bank  of  Iowa  had  its  birth  in  the  days  when- 
peace  spread  her  white  wings  over  all  the  land,  including 
*'lake  and  ocean,"  unclouded  by  any  sign  of  "grim-visaged 
war,"  and  its  circulating  notes  seldom  traveled  far  beyond 
the  boundary  of  the  State. 

But  when  the  "dogs  of  war"  were  l^t  loose  and  the  bugle- 
call  to  arms  was  sent  ringing  through  the  land,  then  in  re- 
sponse to  that  call  the  farmer  left  his  plow,  the  merchant  his 
counter  and  his  trade,  the  lawyer  his  briefs  and  his  clients, 
and  the  preacher  his  pulpit  and  his  flock,  and  all  rallied  a& 
one  man  to  protect  and  preserve  a  united  nation.  But  when- 
all  this  grand  exhibition  of  patriotic,  unselfish  zeal  had  been 
demonstrated  by  the  people  from  all  the  peaceable  pursuits- 
of  life,  and  these  unbroken  ranks  of  freemen  stood  marshaled 
beneath  the  starry  banner,  the  unwelcome  fact  was  demon- 
strated that  neither  the  general  Government  nor  the  State  of 
Iowa  had  one  dollar  of  money  to  equip  or  to  subsist  these  pa- 
triotic volunteer  defenders. 

Then  it  was  that  some  individuals,  prominently  connected 
with  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  voluntarily  came  to  the  rescue,, 
and  from  their  own  private  means  and  without  authority  of 
law,  or  order  or  request  of  either  the  National  or  State  Gov- 
ernment, paid  to  the  three  Iowa  regiments  then  in  the  field,, 
thirty-three  thousand  dollars  ($33,000),  most  of  which  was- 
Iowa  currency,  and  thus  it  was  that  some  of  the  Hawkeye  cur- 
rency found  its  way  to  the  Sunny  South,  the  land  of  the 
orange  and  the  palm,  "away  down  South  in  Dixie."  So,, 
when  the  returns  are  all  in  and  the  accounts  are  all  mada  UR,^^!^ 
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it  will  be  found  that  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  in  addition  to 
its  other  good  qualities,  had  something  to  do  in  defeating 
rebellion  and  restoring  the  Union. 

The  history  of  the  different  systems  of  banking,  and  the 
laws  regulating  and  governing  the  same,  in  this  country,  fur- 
nish many  instructive  lessons  on  the  subject  of  finance  and 
financial  systems,  which  if  properly  heeded  will  be  of  immense 
advantage  in  the  future.  The  many  wrecks  of  financial  en- 
terprises and  Utopian  schemes  for  the  rapid  accumulation  of 
wealth,  which  are  strewn  along  the  shores  of  time,  are  object- 
lessons  which  teach  in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood  or 
mistaken  that  permanency  and  stability  are  generally  plants 
of  slow  growth.  The  rapid  growth  of  Jonah's  gourd  must 
have  been  a  surprise  to  the  slower-growing  plants  around  it, 
but  its  decay  was  equal  in  rapidity  to  its  growth.  It  is 
recorded  upon  authority  from  which  no  successful  appeal  was 
ever  taken,  that  "they  who  make  haste  to  be  rich  shall  not  be 
innocent,  and  shall  fall  into  divers  temptations  and  a  snare." 
1st  Timothy  6th  and  9th,  and  Proverbs  20th  and  28th. 

The  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  while  it  continued  in  existence, 
served  well  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  created.  But  there 
came  a  day  when  it  seemed  to  be  a  patriotic  duty  to  close  up 
its  business  as  a  State  institution  and  give  place  to  the  Na- 
tional banking  system,  based  upon  the  bonds  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  thus  accomplish  two  laudable  purposes,  to  wit: 
First,  furnishing  a  sound  and  reliable  currency,  not  to  one 
State  only,  but  for  all  the  States;  and  in  the  second  place,  to 
Aid  the  Government  in  disposing  of  its  bonds,  in  those  dark 
days  and  severe  trial  hours  of  the  Republic.  Those  Govern- 
ment bonds,  it  must  be  remembered,  were  not  as  popular  in 
the  financial  world  at  that  time  as  they  are  now,  and  a  market 
for  them  was  found  mainly  among  the  friends  and  supporters 
of  the  old  flag.  For  the  reasons  above  stated,  the  State  Bank 
of  Iowa  closed  up  its  business,  returned  the  safety  fund  to 
each  of  the  branches,  called  in  and  destroyed,  by  burning, 
the  circulation  of  the  branches,  and  left  a  clear  field  for  the 
National  banks. 
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In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  stated  in  these  pages, 
in  reference  to  the  law  regulating  and  controlling  the  man- 
agement of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa,  and  of  the  machinery 
which  the  law  provided  for  putting  it  in  working  order,  it 
may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  act  of  incorporation  provided 
for  a  board  of  Bank  Commissioners  whose  business  it  was  to 
make  the  necessary  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  com- 
mencement of  business  by  the  Bank.  The  first  meeting  of 
these  Commissioners  was  held  at  Iowa  City,  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1858,  and  the  following  persons  were  present  and  took 
the  oath  of  oflSce  as  said  Commissioners,  to  wit:  C.  H.  Booth, 
E.  H.  Harrison,  Ezekiel  Clark,  W.  J.  Gatling,  C.  W.  Slagle, 
Elihu  Baker,  Wm.  S.  Dart  and  Edward  T.  Edgington.  The 
oflScial  record  of  that  meeting  shows  that  the  board  organized 
by  appointing  Ezekiel  Clark  as  President  and  W.  J.  Gatling 
as  Secretary  |>ro  fern.  This  board  of  Commissioners  met  and 
adjourned  from  time  to- time,  at  the  same  place,  until  such 
business  as  had  been  intrusted  to  them  by  the  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  had  all  been  transacted,  and  then  on  the  9th 
of  October,  1858,  adjourned,  as  the  records  show,  to  "meet 
on  the  11th  of  November,  unless  sooner  called  together  ac- 
cording to  law."  But  the  records  fail  to  show  that  any  sub- 
sequent meeting  of  this  board  was  ever  held.  But  the  records 
do  show  that  on  the  27th  of  October,  1858,  just  eighteen 
days  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
the  representatives  of  the  several  branches  of  the  State  bank 
was  held,  and  organized,  by  the  "appointment  of  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood  as  President  pro  tern,  and  Hoyt  Sherman  as  Sec- 
retary pro  tem,,^'  and  the  following  persons  were  present  as 
representatives  from  the  several  branches,  to  wit:  William 
T.  Smith  of  the  Oskaloosa  branch,  Samuel  R.  Miller  of  the 
Keokuk  branch,  P.  M.  Casady  of  the  Des  Moines  branch, 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  of  the  Iowa  City  branch,  Chester  Weed 
of  the  Muscatine  branch,  Richard  Bonson  of  the  Dubuque 
branch,  Timothy  Whiting  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  branch, 
and  H.  Price  of  the  Merchants'  branch;  and  the  representa- 
tives on  the  part  of  the  State  were  Hoyt  Sherman  and  Benja- 
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min  Lake.  Subsequent  to  this  time,  seven  other  branches  sent 
their  representatives,  to  wit:  Washington,  Maquoketa^ 
Council  Bluffs,  McGregor,  Lyons,  Fort  Madison  and  Bur- 
lington,  making  the  whole  number  of  branches  in  the  State 
fifteen.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
eight  branches  first  named,  the  organization  of  the  State  Bank 
was  completed  by  the  election  of  Chester  Weed  as  President 
and  Elihu  Baker  as  Secretary.  Mr.  Baker  continued  as  Sec- 
retary during  all  the  years  of  the  existence  of  the  bank. 
Chester  Weed  retired  from  the  Presidency  at  the  end  of  one 
year  and  the  writer  of  this  article  was  elected  President,  and 
continued  as  such  until  the  closing  of  the  Bank  and  the  final 
winding  up  of  all  its  affairs  on  the  22d  of  November,  1865,  at 
which  time  all  the  currency  of  all  the  branches  then  remain- 
ing uncancelled  and  outstanding,  amounting  at  that  date  to 
$35,460,  was  destroyed,  by  burning,  in  the  presence  of  the 
following  persons  representing  several  of  the  branches:  R. 
E.  Graves,  H.  M.  Holden,  Samuel  Rand,  Col.  Samuel  Mer- 
rill, Otto  V.  Schrader,  S.  D.  Viele,  Wm.  T.  Smith,  O.  C. 
Hale,  Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  Lyman  Cook  and  H.  Price. 

From  the  books  and  records  of  the  State  Bank  it  will  be 
seen  that  its  life  was  seven  years  and  twenty-five  days. 
Counted  by  years  its  life  was  brief,  but  counted  by  its  act& 
and  influence,  seven  years  was  not  its  limit. 

"We  live  in  deeds,  not  years — in  thoughts,  not  breaths — 
In  heart  throbs,  not  in  figures  on  the  dial; 
He  most  lives,  who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best.^* 

As  a  financial  institution  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa  now  be- 
longs to  the  history  of  the  past  and  is  no  longer  a  factor  in 
the  business  aflFairs  of  the  world.  It  is,  however,  a  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  the  final  page  of  its  record  closed  with  the 
verdict  of  the  people — that  it  served  its  day  to  good  purpose 
and  performed  in  good  faith  all  its  promises.  The  holder  of 
an  Iowa  State  Bank  note  could  rely  implicitly  upon  its  being 
redeemed  at  its  face  value  on  demand,  in  the  lawful  coin  of 
the  realm.  The  promise  and  the  figure  on  the  face  of  every 
one  of  its  notes  meant  the  same  thing  at  all  times,  in  all  sea- 
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sons  and  to  all  people.  The  institution  was  at  no  time,  or 
nnder  any  circumstances,  either  the  tool  or  the  slave  of  any 
party  or  clique  or  faction.  Its  debt-paying  power  and  its 
purchasing  power  of  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life 
were  as  great  in  the  hands  of  the  poor  as  of  the  rich.  It  was 
every  man's  friend,  and  no  man's  enemy.  It  lived  and  op- 
erated to  benefit  and  to  bless,  and  it  died  to  give  place  to  the 
Nation's  favorite,  and  its  record  ought  to  be  an  inspiration 
and  a  benediction  in  the  world  of  commerce,  and  its  history 
a  beacon  star  in  the  firmament  of  honest  financiering. 

Most  of  the  men  who  helped  to  organize  this  bank  and 
were  active  in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  have  closed  their 
bank  accounts  on  the  time  side  of  the  "dark  river"  and  have 
reported  for  the  final  settlement  of  their  accounts  on  the 
"other  shore,"  where  let  us  hope  the  final  balance  sheet  kept 
in  the  main  office,  in  the  land  of  the  great  hereafter,  may 
show  the  largest  figures  in  the  credit  column  of  the  "general 
ledger"  of  eternity,  in  which  all  accounts  of  time  are  con- 
densed and  forever  closed.  The  record  which  men  make  in 
this  present  time  is  only  additional  testimony  to  that  of  the 
millions  who  have  preceded  them  in  life's  journey,  that 

"These  stmggling  tides  of  life  that  seem 
In  aimless,  wayward  coarse  to  tend, 
Are  eddies  of  the  mighty  stream 
That  rolls  to  its  appointed  end." 

If,  in  the  years  of  th^  coming  future,  State  banks  shall  be 
substituted  for  the  present  National  Banking  System,  it  will 
be  fortunate  for  the  country  if  the  new  banks  so  established 
shall  be  as  sound,  conservative  and  reliable  as  the  old  State 
Bank  of  Iowa. 

November^  1893, 
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GEOLOGICAL  MAP  OF  IOWA. 


BY  CHARLES  B.  KEYES. 


The  geological  map  of  to-day  is  a  mine  of  information. 
Aside  from  an  accurate  representation  of  the  geographical 
features  of  a  region,  as  in  the  best  atlases,  a  properly  con- 
structed geological  map  is  ever  so  much  more.  It  indicates- 
within  a  few  feet  the  elevation  above  the  sea-level  of  every 
point  within  the  area  of  the  map;  it  notes  all  the  drainage- 
basins  and  water  powers;  it  marks  the  distribution  and  limits 
of  the  geological  formations,  each  of  which  contains  different 
kinds  of  ores,  building  stones,  clays,  and  all  minerals  of  eco- 
nomic use;  it  locates  all  the  best  places  for  obtaining  these 
substances;  it  is  also  a  reliable  soil  map. 

Of  course  the  construction  of  a  map  of  this  kind  is  not  the- 
work  of  a  few  days  or  a  few  weeks,  but  the  labor  of  several 
years.  The  Iowa  Geological  Survey  has  undertaken  the  prep- 
artion  of  a  map  of  the  State  in  connection  with  its  work  on 
the  economic  resources.  It  will  appear  in  its  reports  on  the 
different  substances  which  go  to  make  up  the  mineral  wealth 
of  the  State.  According  to  the  plan  proposed  each  county  will 
have  a  detailed  map  on  which  is  indicated  all  the  information 
just  alluded  to.  Accompanying  each  will  be  a  report  with  an 
explanation  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  district,  embrac- 
ing  a  full  description  of  the  characters  of  the  different  soils, 
and  their  capabilities  for  agricultural  purposes;  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  various  deposits  of  coal  and  lead,  iron  and 
other  ores ;  the  distribution,  properties  and  uses  of  the  exhaust- 
less  beds  of  valuable  clays;  the  accurate  determination  of  the 
areas  for  artesian  waters;  the  analyses  of  the  many  mineral 
waters;  the  relative  value  and  durability  of  the  numerous 
kinds  of  building  stones;  and  many  other  kindred  subjects,, 
of  such  prime  importance  to  the  citizens. 

There  is  also  to  be  a  general  map  of  the  State.  A  small  copy 
of  the  preliminary  map  showing  the  approximate  boundaries 
of  the  different  geological  formations  is  shown  in  the  accom- 
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panying  colored  plate,  with  which  is  also  a  colored  geological 
section  of  the  rocks  represented  and  their  relative  thicknesses. 

In  considering  the  various  mineral  deposits  of  the  region 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  distribution  of  the  several  geo- 
logical formations  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Iowa  pos- 
sesses a  measurably  complete  sequence  of  strata.  The  PaU 
fiBozoic  beds  from  the  Cambrian  to  the  upper  Carboniferous- 
are  very  fully  represented.  The  Mesozoic  deposits,  of  Creta- 
ceous  age  chiefly,  are  found  in  considerable  thickness.  Over 
all  spreads  a  thick  mantle  of  drift,  or  glacial  debris.  Beneatb 
the  deposit  of  unconsolidated  drift  material  the  harder  rocks 
are  everywhere  exposed  through  erosion.  The  complete 
vertical  section  of  the  rocks  of  Iowa  indicates  a  thickness  of 
at  least  5,000  feet. 

Algonkian  Rocks.  These  are  the  hardest  rocks  found  in 
place  in  the  State  and  are  regarded  as  the  oldest  geologically. 
The  formation  called  the  Sioux  quartzite  or  Sioux  "granite'' 
is  well  exposed  in  the  extreme  northwestern  comer  of  the 
State.  It  is  everywhere  thoroughly  crystalline  in  its  structure, 
often  quite  vitreous,  not  unlike  red  jasper  in  its  general  appear- 
ance and  properties.  It  forms  one  of  the  most  durable  of 
building  stones  and  exhaustless  quantities  occur  in  Lyon 
county  and  the  adjoining  portions  of  Dakota  and  Minnesota. 

Cambrian.  In  Iowa  this  formation  includes  what  is  called 
the  Saint  Croix  sandstone  which  is  exposed  in  the  valleys  in 
the  extreme  northeastern  part  of  the  State.  Building  stone 
and  pure  sand  for  the  manufacture  of  glass,  constitute  its 
chief  economic  value. 

Silurian.  This  formation  occupies  a  large  portion  of  east- 
ern Iowa  from  Davenport  to  the  north  State  line.  It  is  sub- 
divided into  seven  minor  formations.  At  the  base  is  the 
Oneota  limestone  which  furnishes  an  excellent  quality  of 
building  stone  and  lime  and  also  some  lead  ore.  Overlying  it 
is  the  Saint  Peter  sandstone  which  supplies  large  quantities 
of  very  pure  sand  well  adapted  for  the  manufacture  of  glass. 
The  Trenton  limestone  comes  next.  These  rocks  form  a  very 
durable  building  material  and  are  largely  quarried.     A  very 
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good  quality  of  lime  is  also  manufactured  from  this  stone* 
The  clay  shales  separating  the  limestone  beds  afford  excelleni 
material  for  the  manufacture  of  light  colored  brick.  In  the 
•Galena  limestones  are  found  the  ores  of  zinc  and  lead  which 
have  been  so  extensively  mined,  since  the  earliest  settlemenil 
•of  the  Upper  Mississippi  valley.  The  Maquoketa  shales  maj 
be  utilized  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  pottery.  The 
Upper  Silurian  limestone,  comprising  the  Le  Claire  and  Nia^ 
gara,  supplies  in  unlimited  quantities  fine  building  stone 
and  also  furnishes  the  best  lime  in  the  world. 

Devonian,  West  of  the  Silurian  area  in  Iowa  there  is  a  J 
broad  area  extending  in  a  belt  thirty  to  forty  miles  in  width 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Iowa  to  the  Minnesota  line.  Wherever 
the  rock  is  exposed  good  building  material  can  be  readily 
obtained.  In  the  northern  part  a  fine  quality  of  plastic  clay 
exists,  forming  a  valuable  material  for  the  manufacture  of 
brick.  The  different  formations  represented  are  the  Inde- 
pendence shales,  the  Cedar  Valley  limestone,  Montpelier 
sandstone  and  the  Lime  Creek  shales. 

Lower  Carboniferous,  This  formation  is  made  up  chiefly 
of  limestone  and  extends  in  a  narrow  belt  from  the  southeast- 
ern corner  of  the  State  northwestward  into  Minnesota.  The 
limestone  furnishes  a  good  grade  of  building  stone,  and 
some  of  the  best  paving  bricks  in  the  West  are  made  from 
portions  of  the  shale.  There  are  three  different  formations, 
the  Kinderhook,  Augusta  and  Saint  Louis. 

Upper  Carboni/e)'ous,  The  chief  portion  of  this  formation 
18  made  up  of  the  productive  coal  measures  which  form  Iowa's 
greatest  source  of  mineral  wealth.  Besides  the  valuable  de- 
posits of  coal  there  are  exhaustless  beds  of  clay  capable  of 
supplying  the  whole  country  with  all  the  products  manufac- 
tured from  it  that  may  be  needed  for  ages  to  come. 

Cretaceous.  The  rocks  of  this  age  occupy  a  large  area  in 
the  northwestern  quarter  of  the  State.  The  different  forma- 
tions are  the  Nishnabotany  sandstone,  the  Fort  Dodge  beds, 
Woodbury  shales  and  the  Niobrara  chalks.  Besides  the  great 
gypsum  deposits  near  Ft.  Dodge  this  formation  contains  un- 
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limited  qaantities  of  good  clay  material  for  the  manafactare 
of  Portland  cement,  and  some  building  stone.  There  prob- 
ably exist  also  valuable  beds  of  brown  coal.  Some  of  the 
seams  are  known  to  be  upwards  of  four  feet  in  thickness. 

Pleistocene  or  Surface  Deposits.  This  formation  is  the 
mantle  of  loose  incoherent  material  which  spreads  over  all 
the  hard  rocks.  The  pure  clays  form  good  material  for  the 
manufacture  of  brick,  while  certain  portions  can  be  utilized 
in  glass  making. 

AN  IOWA  BENEFACTOR. 


Abraham  Slimer,  of  Waverly,  this  State,  is  not  understood 
to  be  millionaire,  but  according  to  his  means  he  deserves  the 
name  of  benefactor  quite  as  much  as  those  who  draw  checks 
for  larger  amounts.  He  is  devoting  his  fortune  to  objects 
of  charity,  and  what  is  even  better,  he  is  giving  his  time  and 
judgment  to  see  that  his  bounty  serves  its  intended  purpose. 
To  bequeath  money  after  it  can  be  no  longer  used  is  not  un- 
common, but  to  let  go  of  it  in  the  strength  of  health  is  far  more 
unusual.  This  Mr.  Slimer  has  done  repeatedly.  An  Asso- 
ciated  Press  dispatch  to  the  Democrat  states  that  this  good 
man  of  Waverly  had  presented  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Bremer  county  his  home  and  his  spacious  grounds  surround- 
ing it,  all  valued  at  $20,000.  The  condition  attending  the 
gift  is  that  the  house  shall  be  used  as  a  home  for  poor  peo- 
ple, and  Mr.  Slimer  takes  it  upon  himself  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses during  his  life.  This  grand  act  had  been  carefully 
thought  out.  Mr.  Slimer  had  taken  time  to  investigate  the 
good  done  by  such  institutions  as  the  Cook  home  for  women 
and  the  Fejervary  home  for  men  in  Davenport,  and  others  of 
similar  character  elsewhere.  About  a  year  ago  he  founded 
And  endowed  a  home  for  aged  and  unfortunate  Jews,  on 
Drexel  avenue,  in  Chicago,  and  in  other  ways  he  has  helped 
the  helpless.  Personally  Mr.  Slimer  is  one  of  the  most 
modest  and  unassuming  of  men,  one  who  prefers  not  to  be 
known.  He  seeks  to  avoid  rather  than  court  public  atten- 
tion.      He  is  thoroughly  business-like  in  all  that  he  does,         t 
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and  his  acts  are  characterized  by  the  highest  intelligence.  It 
makes  no  difference  what  his  creed  may  be,  or  his  political 
affiliation,  or  his  nativity.  He  is  one  of  Iowa's  benefactors, 
one  whose  deeds  will  make  his  memory  blessed. — Davenport 
Democrat, 

HISTORY  OF  THE  BAHAMA  EXPEDITION. 


BY  PBOF.  C.  0.  NUTTING,  OP  THE  IOWA  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 


The  Bahama  Biological  Expedition  from  the  State  Univer- 
sity  of  Iowa  was  largely  an  experiment  along  educational 
lines.  It  afforded  the  first  opportunity  ever  enjoyed  by^ 
students  to  engage  in  deep-sea  dredging  and  to  study  the 
animal  forms  thus  secured  fresh  from  their  native  element. 
The  enterprise  diflFered  from  its  predecessors  in  being  the 
first  attempt  to  do  scientific  dredging  at  any  considerable 
depth  without  the  use  of  steam  either  to  propel  the  vessel  or- 
to  work  the  dredge. 

The  vessel  chartered  for  the  occasion  was  the  "Emily  E. 
Johnson,"  a  two-masted  schooner,  tonnage,  116  net.  She  waB- 
chartered  for  three  months,  and  cheaply  yet  conveniently 
fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  by  flooring  over  the  hold  and  plac- 
ing comfortable  bunks,  tables,  etc.,  in  the  after  part.  A  con- 
venient laboratory  for  marine  biology  and  a  good  library  of 
reference  were  provided  by  the  University.  The  cabin  was 
furnished  with  all  necessary  comforts  for  the  ladies  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition.  A  cheap  and  effective  dredging^ 
equipment,  devised  by  Prof.  L.  G.  Weld,  furnished  a  mean& 
of  working  down  to  about  260  fathoms.  An  experienced  and 
entirely  satisfactory  sailing  master  was  secured  in  the  person 
of  Captain  Charles  Flowers,  who  is  an  expert  dredger  as  well 
as  sailor. 

The  following  persons  constituted  the  party  which  sailed 
from  Baltimore,  May  5,  1898:  Instructors — G.  L.  Houser 
and  H.  F.  Wickham  and  Professor  C.  C.  Nutting,  Executive 
Committee.  Mrs.  H.  F.  Wickham,  Mrs.  Gilman  Drew,  Dr. 
Leora  Johnson,  Miss  Margaret  Williams,  Miss  Bertha  Wilson, 
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Miss  Minnie  Howe,  Miss  Edith  Prouty,  Professor  M.  F.  Arey, 
of  the  State  Normal,  Professor  Stephen  Stookey,  of  Coe  Col- 
lege, Professor  Oilman  Drew,  of  Oskaloosa,  and  Messrs.  Wm. 
Larrabee,  Jr.,  E.  G.  Decker,  Henry  Ditzen,  A.  G.  Barrett, 
A.  M.  Rogers,  Wm.  Powell,  Edwin  Sabin  and  Webb  Ballord. 

After  a  most  enjoyable  sail  down  the  Chesapeake  the  out- 
ward passage  was  an  usually  rough  one.  Most  of  the  party 
suffered  severely  from  sea  sickness.  In  crossing  the  Gulf 
Stream  an  interesting  study  was  made  of  the  Gulf  weed  and 
its  numerous  animal  inhabitants. 

On  Friday  evening.  May  15,  the  first  anchorage  was 
reached  at  Egg  Island,  Bahamas.  The  next  day  was  spent 
in  exploring  this  interesting  place  and  in  collecting  natural 
history  specimens,  both  on  land  and  in  the  surrounding 
water.  Animal  life  was  encountered  in  profusion  and  the 
first  day's  work  resulted  in  large  collections. 

Next  the  Great  Bahama  Banks  were  crossed.  The  Banks 
are  immense  submerged  sandy  flats,  covering  thousands  of 
square  miles.  Here  the  dredging  equipment  was  tried, 
largely  for  practice.  The  trial  was  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
a  large  number  of  interesting  specimens,  particularly  large 
star  fish,  was  secured. 

Havana  was  reached  on  May  21st.  Three  days  were  spent 
in  visiting  "The  Queen  of  the  West  Indies"  and  in  transacting 
official  business.  The  Spanish  authorities  proved  extremely 
courteous  and  granted  every  concession  necessary  for  our  work. 

About  three  miles  from  Castle  Moro,  which  marks  the  en- 
trance to  Havana  harbor,  is  the  famous  "Pentacrinus 
grounds,"  where  the  United  States  vessels  "Blake"  and 
"Albatross"  made  their  famous  hauls  of  Pentacrinus^  a 
stalked  crinoid  or  sea  lily. 

The  S.  U.  I.  expedition  went  to  Havana  for  the  purpose  of 
dredging  for  these  rare  and  beautiful  animals.  This  was  the 
first  attempt  of  the  kind  without  expensive  equipment  worked 
by  steam.  At  the  very  first  haul  over  a  score  of  magnificent 
crinoids  came  up  on  the  tangles.  This  was  the  most  notable 
triumph  of  the  cruise,  and  demonstrated  the  practicability  of 
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our  plan  and  the  efficiency  of  our  equipment.  Dredging  was 
successfully  carried  on  at  a  depth  of  260  fathoms.  Aside 
from  the  Pentcvcrini  many  other  valuable  deep-water  speci- 
mens were  secured  during  the  week  spent  at  this  place. 

Bahia  Hunda,  about  thirty  miles  west  of  Havana,  was  the 
next  port.  Here  the  officials  were  extremely  suspicious,  evi- 
dently taking  our  party  for  filibusterers,  and  refused  to  let  any 
one  go  inland  more  than  thirty  yards  from  the  water's  edge. 
Fortunately  the  '*Hawkeye"  visitors  were  interested  mainly 
in  the  water,  where  a  rich  harvest  of  marine  forms  was  se- 
cured. The  mosquitoes,  however,  were  a  great  annoyance 
and  kept  most  of  the  party  from  sleeping  during  the  two 
nights  spent  at  Bahia  Hunda. 

Arriving  at  Key  West  on  June  5th,  the  exjiedition  was  re- 
fused permission  to  land,  because  yellow  fever  might  have 
been  brought  over  from  Cuba.  The  "Emily  E.  Johnson"  was 
ordered  to  the  Dry  Tortugas  to  be  fumigated.  Dr.  Robert 
Murray,  the  physician  in  charge  of  the  fumigating  plant,  ex- 
erted himself  to  make  our  enforced  quarantine  at  Fort  JeflFer- 
son  delightful.  The  party  was  given  full  run  of  the  old  fort, 
now  abandoned  as  a  military  post,  and  this  turned  out  to  be 
perhaps  the  pleasantest  part  of  the  whole  cruise.  The  Tor- 
tugas proved  a  splendid  place  for  the  collecting  and  study  of 
marine  forms  of  all  sorts.  Sharks,  sea  birds,  crustaceans, 
moUusks,  sea  urchins,  serpent  stars  and  corals  almost  with- 
out limit  gave  plenty  of  material  for  work  and  study.  For 
once,  at  least,  a  party  left  the  dreaded  quarantine  station  and 
its  yellow  flag  with  real  regret. 

Returning  to  Key  West  on  June  16,  our  stores  were  replen- 
ished and  preparations  made  for  two  weeks  of  hard  work  on 
the  "Pourtales  Plateau,"  a  submarine  shelf  stretching  out 
toward  the  gulf  stream  from  the  Florida  Keys.  While  dredg- 
ing over  this  plateau  an  accident  occurred  which  might  have 
resulted  in  a  tragedy.  The  dredge  caught  suddenly  on  the 
bottom  and  the  guys  and  lashing  of  the  dredging  spar  broke, 
the  spar  itself,  with  a  heavy  iron  block  at  its  end,  falling  to 
the  deck,  the  block  just  missing  a  young  lady's  head.      No 
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damage  was  done,  however,  that  could  not  be  promptly  mended. 
At  this  time  a  dead  calm  of  several  days'  duration  was  accom- 
panied by  almost  insufferable  heat.  The  tar  boiled  from  the 
deck,  and  awnings  gave  but  little  relief.  The  nights,  how- 
ever, were  delightful,  and  all  hands  secured  refreshing  sleep. 

The  quantity  of  valuable  material  dredged  on  the  Pourtales 
Plateau  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations.  Among 
other  things  were  several  species  of  crinoids,  many  rare  deep- 
sea  corals,  flexible  corals  of  novel  forms,  basket  fish,  sea 
urchins,  and  a  great  variety  of  exquisitely  graceful  plume- 
like hydroids,  marvels  of  delicate  beauty.  During  the  calm 
several  sharks  and  dolphins  were  added  to  our  collections.  A 
magnificent  series  of  madripore  coral  was  secured  and 
bleached  near  Sand  Key  light. 

On  July  1st  the  expedition  cleared  from  Key  West  for  Har- 
bor Island,  British  West  Indies.  The  "Fourth"  was  passed 
at  sea,  but  was  duly  observed  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

Arriving  at  Harbor  Island,  our  vessel  was  run  aground  by 
a  careless  or  ignorant  native  pilot.  She  floated  off,  hovever, 
the  next  day,  and  the  vessel  entered  the  port,  to  clear  the 
same  day  for  Spanish  Wells,  Eleuthera,  where  an  excellent 
opportunity  was  afforded  to  study  the  coral  reefs  with  all  their 
accompanying  forms  of  life  and  beauty.  Realizing  that  the 
time  approached  for  turning  homeward,  the  party  worked 
with  a  will  and  secured  probably  a  greater  quantity  of  ma- 
terial than  at  any  other  station,  particularly  of  corals,  of 
which  many  superb  specimens  were  collected. 

After  leaving  Spanish  Wells,  on  July  15th,  three* days  were 
spent  in  beating  around  to  the  southeastern  end  of  Eleuthera. 
One  day  was  spent  in  dredging  between  this  island  and  Little 
San  Salvador,  with  good  results. 

The  homeward  passage  of  eight  days  was  spent  in  pack- 
ing collections  and  equipment. 

The  expedition  landed  at  Baltimore  on  the  morning  of  July 
27th,  having  enjoyed  a  wonderful  immunity  from  storms, 
sickness,  accident  or  misfortune  of  any  kind.  As  an  educa- 
tional experiment  it  was  a  marked  success.      The  collections 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


302  ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 

secured  amoanted  to  a  car  load  and  all  arrived  safe  at  Iowa 
City.  This  was  probably  the  largest  amount  of  marine  nat- 
ural history  specimens  ever  shipped  at  one  time  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  United  States. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  G.  M.  DODGE. 


BY  EX-GOV.  OYBUS  0.  CARPENTER. 


(Concluded  from  October  Number.) 
During  the  progress  of  the  events  which  closed  the  chap- 
ter in  the  last  number  of  The  Annals,  General  Grant  wrote 
to  General  Sherman  a  letter,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract: 

*^It  is  not  my  intention  to  have  any  portion  of  your  army  to  guard  roads 
in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  when  an  advance  is  made,  and  par- 
ticularly not  Dodge,  who  has  been  kept  constantly  in  that  duty  since  he  was 
subject  to  my  orders.  He  is  too  valuable  an  officer  to  be  anywhere  except 
in  front,  and  one  that  you  can  rely  upon  in  any  and  every  emergency." 

In  conformity  with  this  opinion,  in  March,  1864,  he  wrote 
General  Halleck  suggesting  that  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Arkan- 
sas be  added  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  that  General 
Dodge  be  assigned  to  the  command,  with  a  view  of  increasing 
the  order  and  eflSciency  of  the  Department,  and  also  moving 
against  Mobile.  But  as  General  Sherman  was  about  to  begin 
the  Atlanta  campaign  he  was  unwilling  to  spare  him  from  the 
command  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  Accordingly  on  the  29th 
of  April,  General  Sweeney,  commanding  the  Second  Divi- 
sion, moved  from  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and  General  Veatch, 
commanding  the  Fourth  Division,  moved  from  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama, with  orders  to  concentrate  at  Huntsville.  From  Hunts- 
ville  the  two  divisions  marched  eastward  towards  Stevenson 
until  May  4,  when  they  embarked  on  the  cars  for  Chatta- 
nooga,  the  Second  Division  at  Larkinsville  and  the  Fourth  at 
Woodville.  The  transportation  and  artillery,  under  escort  of 
Colonel  J.  J.  Phillips,  9th  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  and  a 
portion  of  the  1st  Alabama  Cavalry  moved  by  the  wagon  road 
to  Chattanooga  via  Bridgeport.    General  Dodge  and  his  com- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAJOB-GENEBAL  G.  M.  DODGE.  303 

mand  reached  Chattanooga  May  5,  and  marched  out  and  biv- 
ouacked at  Gordon's  Mills,  on  Chickamauga  Creek.  The 
Kebel  army,  under  Johnston,  was  at  Dalton,  a  station  on  the 
railroad  connecting  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta,  about  thirty 
miles  southeast  of  Chattanooga.  Dalton  is  located  on  the 
:south  side  of  a  gap  in  a  spur  of  the  mountain  through  which 
the  railroad  passes.  As  a  military  position  it  is  almost  im- 
pregnable by  nature,  and  had  been  made  still  stronger  by  the 
art  of  the  engineer.  Against  this  position  General  Thomas, 
in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  of  45,000  men, 
inarched,  as  if  intending  an  assault  directly  from  the  front. 
General  Schofield,  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
inarched  east  of  the  railroad,  forming  the  left  wing  of  the 
entire  army. 

From  Gordon's  Mills  running  south  is  a  valley  between 
Missionary  Ridge  and  Chickamauga  Hill.  Along  this  valley, 
securely  veiled  from  the  observation  of  Johnston,  marched  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  General  Dodge  with  the  16th  Corps 
having  the  advance.  At  midnight  of  the  6th  of  May,  his 
Advance,  General  Sprague's  Brigade,  occupied  Ship's  Gap,  a 
narrow  defile  between  Taylor's  ridge  and  Chickamauga  Hill ; 
and  on  the  8th  arrived  at  Snake  Creek  Gap,  a  narrow  passage 
cutting  through  Chattanooga  Mountain,  another  spur  of  the 
main  ridge.  The  passage  through  ihis  gap  necessitated  a  left 
wheel  of  the  army  from  its  southern  course  to  the  east.  The 
xleboiiche  opened  into  the  valley  of  the  Oostenaula,  along  which 
ran  the  railroad  from  Dalton  south,  and  at  the  intersection  of 
the  road  with  the  river  was  the  town  of  Resaca.  This  gap 
was  found  almost  undefended,  so  that  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
jsee  had  nearly  reached  the  railroad,  twenty  miles  in  Johnston's 
rear,  while  his  attention  was  entirely  directed  to  guarding 
tigainst  Thomas  and  Schofield  in  his  front.  On  the  morning 
of  the  9th,  at  six  o'clock.  General  Dodge  moved  in  line  of 
battle  for  Resaca  and  the  railroad.  The  ground  over  which 
he  passed  made  the  distance  some  seven  miles.  He  advanced 
steadily  until  he  arrived  at  the  Calhoun  and  Dalton  cross 
roads,  one  mile  west  of  Resaca.     From  this  point  the  enemy 
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in  line  of  battle  could  be  distinctly  seen  on  a  bald  hill  west 
of  Resaca,  and  behind  his  defenses  in  the  town.  General 
Dodge,  with  the  Second  Division,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
position  and  took  possession  of  the  bald  hill.  Here  General 
McPherson  came  forward  and  ordered  him  to  hold  the  cross 
roads  and  Bald  Hill  with  the  Second  Division  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Fifteenth  Corps;  and  with  the  Fourth  Division,  which 
was  on  the  left,  feel  to  the  north  for  the  railroad.  He  had  sent 
Captain  DeHues,  with  eighteen  cavalry  troopers,  his  head- 
quarters scouts  and  his  only  available  cavalry,  to  the  left,  with 
orders  to  reach  the  railroad  if  possible ;  while  with  the  Fourth 
Division,  under  General  Veatch,  with  Fuller's  Brigade  in  ad- 
vance, he  crossed  Mill  Creek  north  of  Resaca,  moved  across  a 
field  in  plain  sight  of  the  town,  and  within  range  of  the  ene- 
my's guns,  gaining  the  woods  northeast  of  the  field,  his  skir- 
mishers being  in  plain  sight  of  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy 
opened  a  fire  immediately  upon  the  right  of  Fuller's  Brigade. 
General  Dodge  was  with  the  advance,  and  immediately  ordered 
Fuller  to  charge  this  battery.  Whilst  he  was  making  his  dis- 
positions to  execute  this  order,  General  McPherson  sent  an 
order  for  him  to  fall  back  across  the  field  and  to  the  west  side 
of  Mill  Creek.  By  the  time  this  order  was  executed,  under  a 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  it  was  dark.  General  McPherson 
now  ordered  a  countermarch  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  Creek 
Gap,  where  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  entrenching  its 
position.  The  following  quotation  from  General  Sherman's 
Memoirs  will  give  his  views  of  this  day's  operations: 

^^McPherson  had  startled  Johnston  in  his  fancied  security,  but  had  not 
done  the  full  measure  of  his  vork.  He  had  in  hand  twenty-three  thousand 
of  the  best  men  in  the  army,  and  could  have  walked  into  Resaca  (then  held 
by  a  small  brigade),  or  he  could  have  placed  his  whole  force  astride  the 
railroad  above  Resaca,  and  there  could  have  easily  withstood  the  attack  of 
aU  Johnston's  army,  with  the  knowledge  that  Thomas  and  Schofield  were 
at  his  heels.  Had  he  done  so,  I  am  certain  that  Johnston  would  not  have 
ventured  to  attack  him  in  position,  but  would  have  retreated  eastward  by 
Spring  Place,  and  we  should  have  captured  half  his  army  and  all  his  artil- 
lery and  wagons  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  campaign. 

''Such  an  opportunity  does  not  occur  twice  in  a  single  life,  but  at  the  crit- 
ical moment  McPherson  seems  to  have  been  a  little  timid;  still,  he  was  jus- 
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tified  by  his  orders,  and  fell  back  and  assumed  an  unassailable  defensiye 
position  in  Sugar  Valley,  on  the  Resaca  side  of  Snake  Creek  Qap.  As  soon 
as  informed  of  this,  I  determined  to  pass  the  whole  army  through  Snake 
Creek  Gap,  and  to  move  on  Resaca  with  the  main  army.** 

Of  course  the  events  of  this  day  were  freely  discussed  in  the 
army ;  and  in  this  connection  an  incident  occurred  at  General 
Dodge's  head-quarters  which  illustrates  his  loyalty  to  his  com- 
manding officer  and  his  fidelity  to  a  friend.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  he  thought  General  McPherson  had  missed  a  great  oppor- 
tunity, in  not  throwing  his  army  across  the  railroad,  intrench- 
ing, and  holding  it  against  all  comers.  But  observing  the  eti- 
quette of  a  soldier  he  said  nothing.  Colonel  Spencer,  his 
Chief  of  Staff,  however,  had  a  habit  of  criticising  freely  and 
profanely  all  officers  who  in  his  judgment  were  not  up  to  the 
standard.  And  on  this  occasion  he  was  rather  outspoken  in 
his  criticism,  including  General  McPherson  in  his  uncompli- 
mentary review  of  events.  General  Dodge  at  first  did  not 
seem  to  notice  the  Colonel's  remarks ;  but  finally  there  was  a 
little  more  than  he  could  stand,  and  he  said:  '*You  have  a 
free  way  of  criticising  every  officer  in  the  service  who  has  any 
enterprise;  who  the  devil  does  have  any  sense  in  your  estima- 
tion?" Spencer  hung  his  head,  with  a  sort  of  expression 
which  seemed  to  imply:  "I  give  it  up!''  but  after  a  moment's 
hesitation,  said:  "Old  Billy  Sherman."  "Well,"  says  Dodge, 
"I  am  devilish  glad  there  is  one  man  in  the  army  who  knows 
something  even  in  your  opinion."  This  ended  further  criti- 
cisms at  General  Dodge's  headqurters. 

In  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  army  in  the  vicinity  of 
Resaca  and  Lay's  Ferry,  across  the  Oostenaula,  General  Dodge 
and  his  command  were  actively  engaged,  most  of  the  time  in 
the  extreme  front,  or  on  the  exposed  flank.  The  Fourth  Divi- 
sion under  General  Veatch  was  engaged  in  the  final  movements 
on  Resaca.  The  Second  Brigade  under  Colonel  Sprague  made 
a  gallant  charge  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  First  Brigade  per- 
formed gallant  service  in  protecting  the  right  flank  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps.  At  Lay's  Ferry  the  Second  Division  under  Gen- 
eral Sweeney  crossed  the  river  and  laid  a  pontoon  bridge.    In 
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the  movements  connected  with  the  crossing  of  the  Oostenaula 
and  securing  possession  of  the  road  leading  to  Adairsville, 
which  really  led  to  the  evacuation  of  Resaca  by  the  enemy, 
the  brigade  of  Colonel  E.  W.  Rice  and  Colonel  P.  E.  Burke, 
who  fell  mortally  wounded,  of  the  Second  Division,  and  Colo- 
nel M.  M.  Bane,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division, 
performed  feats  of  valor  not  excelled  during  the  campaign.  In 
these  movements  they  were  under  the  eye  and  immediate  di- 
rection of  General  Dodge,  as  he  had  a  habit,  when  marching 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  of  keeping  near  the  skirmish  line. 
The  enemy  being  swept  from  his  front,  the  flank  movement 
continued,  and  after  two  nights  and  one  day  of  almost  con- 
stant marching  General  Dodge  with  his  command  entered 
Kingston.  Here  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  remained  until 
the  23d  of  May. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1864,  at  the  special  request  of  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherman,  General  Dodge  was  appointed  a  Major- 
General,  and  the  notice  of  his  promotion  reached  him  while  at 
Kingston.  During  the  time  he  commanded  at  Corinth  and 
Pulaski  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  execute  the  verdicts  of  more 
than  one  court  martial,  which  had  been  convened  to  try  per- 
sons captured  as  spies  and  guerrillas,  and  when  convicted  he  un- 
hesitatingly executed  the  orders  of  the  courts  martial.  There  is 
a  story  told  that  when  President  Lincoln  was  examining  the  rec- 
ommendations of  Dodge  with  the  view  to  promoting  him  to  be 
Major-General,  he  said:  "Let's  see;  this  is  the  General  who 
orders  men  shot  and  then  sends  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
martial  to  the  War  Department  for  my  approval."  Then  after 
a  moment's  reflection  he  said,  *'Well,  I  don't  know  as  that  dis- 
qualifies him  from  being  a  Major-General."  In  this  connec- 
tion it  might  not  be  out  of  place  to  relate  another  incident, 
although  it  anticipates  by  a  few  months  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence. After  General  Dodge  had  been  placed  in  command  of 
the  Department  of  Missouri,  he  captured  some  of  Quantrell's 
men  who  were  engaged  in  the  bloody  massacre  of  defenseless 
men,  women  and  children  at  Lawrence,  Kansas.  He  sum- 
moned a  court  martial  for  their  trial.     Of  course  the  Rebels 
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and  Copperheads  in  Missouri  were  greatly  exercised  at  these 
proceedings,  as  their  sympathies  were  with  the  marderers.  So 
they  sent  a  delegation  to  Washington  to  labor  with  Lincoln  to 
get  him  to  stop  the  proceedings.  It  resulted  in  leading  the 
President  to  write  a  friendly  letter  to  Dodge  commending  his 
vigorous  and  just  administration  of  the  Department,  and  sug- 
gesting that  inasmuch  as  these  men,  supposed  to  be  outlaws, 
were  being  tried  by  court  martial,  it  might  be  well,  if  they 
should  be  convicted,  before  shooting  them,  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  all  the  forms  and  of  any  doubts,  by  sending  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  for  review  to  the  War  Department. 
Returning  now  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  the  Six- 
teenth Army  Corps  moved  from  Kingston  towards  Dallas  on 
the  23d  of  May,  and  after  three  days  and  two  nights  of  almost 
constant  marching,  the  corps,  led  by  its  commander,  came 
promptly  into  position  on  the  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek,  from 
which  point  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  upon  Dallas. 
From  that  time  there  was  incessant  skirmishing  and  fight- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas  and  New  Hope  Church,  up  to  the 
1st  of  June.  Several  desperate  charges  were  made  upon 
Dodge's  lines,  and  upon  the  earthworks  behind  which  the  army 
lay  entrenched,  but  at  no  time  did  the  enemy  succeed  in  mov- 
ing Dodge  or  his  command  a  single  inch.  On  June  1  the  flank 
movement  was  continued.  The  Sixteenth  Corps  made  a  most 
difficult  and  dangerous  move  in  face  of  the  enemy,  to  Ack- 
worth,  from  which  point  it  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  army 
to  Big  Shanty.  The  enemy,  after  several  days  skirmishing 
And  one  or  two  quite  severe  engagements,  evacuated  their 
works  near  Big  Shanty  and  fell  back  to  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
This  position  was  by  nature  a  strong  line  of  defense,  and  had 
been  made  doubly  so  by  the  skill  of  the  military  engineer. 
Here,  after  several  days  heavy  skirmishing  and  various  mill- 
tary  maneuvers,  adopted  with  the  hope  of  drawing  the  enemy 
out  of  his  position.  General  Sherman  attempted  to  take  the 
enemy's  works  by  a  direct  charge  from  the  front.  It  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  was  one  of  the  movements  for  which  General  Sher- 
man, in  his  Memoirs,  criticises  himself.  In  this  final  charge  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


308  ANNALS  OP  IOWA. 

64th  Illinois  Infantry,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  were  particu-^ 
larly  heroic.  They  ascended  the  mountain  in  face  of  a  deadly 
fire,  and  against  almost  insurmountable  obstructions,  gained 
a  position  so  near  the  enemy's  works  as  to  be  unable  to  leave 
when  the  retreat  was  ordered  until  darkness  enabled  them  to 
creep  out  from  under  the  enemy's  guns  unobserved.  Three  or 
four  of  the  regiment  were  killed  upon  the  enemy's  works,  and 
several  within  a  few  yards  of  the  ditch  in  their  front.  On  the 
morning  of  July  2,  it  was  found  that  Johnston  had  evacuated 
his  works  on  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  again  the  old  story  was 
repeated.  The  army  pushed  forward  in  pursuit  to  find  him,  as 
usual,  a  few  miles  further  on,  strongly  intrenched.  Thus,  on 
July  4,  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  encountered  Hood's  entire 
corps  at  Ruff's  Mills,  on  Nick-a-Jack  Creek.  They  carried 
his  first  line  of  works,  capturing  some  one  hundred  prisoners^ 
Then  the  enemy  continued  his  retreat  to  the  Chattahoochie, 
whilst  skirmishing,  as  heretofore,  unceasing,  filled  the  air  with 
its  unwelcome  music.  On  the  9th  of  July,  General  Dodge,. 
with  his  command  moved  to  the  Sandtown  and  Marietta  road, 
passing  through  Marietta  en  route  for  Roswell.  The  march 
to  Roswell,  about  thirty-one  miles,  was  accomplished  in  less 
than  two  days  under  a  most  scorching  sun.  General  Sherman 
had  urged  celerity,  as  he  feared  the  enemy  might  occupy  the 
bluffs  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  from  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  dislodge  him.  The  energy  and  patience  of  the 
troops  on  this  march,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  in- 
trenched their  position,  after  gaining  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  was  a  fine  illustration  of  what  the  veteran  soldier  will 
accomplish  uncomplainingly  when  led  by  a  determined  and 
resolute  commander.  Here  in  the  space  of  two  days  General 
Dodge  built  a  bridge  710  feet  long,  spanning  the  Chatta- 
hoochie  River,  over  which  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  all 
its  trains  and  artillery  passed,  dry-shod,  a  day  or  two  after. 
The  command  remained  at  Roswell  until  the  morning  of  July 
17,  when  it  again  moved.  General  Dodge  was  ordered  to 
march  between  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-third  Corps. 
This  necessitated  one  of  those  achievements  which  frequently 
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iell  to  the  lot  of  portions  of  the  army  when  moving  in  sup- 
porting  distance  of  other  commands.  The  Seventeenth  Corps 
occupied  a  road  on  the  left,  and  a  few  miles  to  the  right  was 
another  road  running  almost  parallel,  upon  which  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  was  moving.  So  that  the  Sixteenth  Corps  had 
to  cut  its  own  road  through  heavy  timber,  bridge  streams  and 
corduroy  swamps.  It  steadily  worked  its  way,  of  course,  at 
the  cost  of  toil  and  eflFort,  which  no  man  can  estimate  who  has 
not  had  a  like  experience.  And  in  addition  to  this,  there  was 
the  constant  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  sometimes  necessitat- 
ing the  deployment  of  a  part  of  the  command  in  line  of  bat- 
tle and  bringing  the  artillery  into  play.  Finally,  on  the  19th 
of  July,  Decatur,  six  miles  north  of  Atlanta,  was  reached  and 
occupied.  The  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  moving  upon  an 
old  wagon  road,  and  the  Sixteenth  Corps  cutting  its  own 
road,  entered  the  town  of  Decatur  at  the  same  time.  About 
1  o'clock  p.  m.,  of  the  20th,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division, 
General  Sprague  commanding,  which  was  left  at  Decatur  to 
guard  trains,  moved  toward  Atlanta.  On  the  morning  of  the 
2l8t  General  Fuller,  with  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Fourth 
Division,  moved  to  a  position  near  the  left  and  in  the  rear  of 
the  Seventeenth  Corps,  as  a  reserve.  The  Second  Division 
confronted  the  enemy  with  its  right  connecting  with  the 
Twenty-third  and  its  left  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  During 
the  21st  it  advanced  its  lines  three-quarters  of  a  mile  nearer 
to  Atlanta,  and  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  22d  it  was  discovered 
that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  from  his  outer  defenses  and 
was  occupying  a  new  line  near  the  city.  On  this  discovery 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  made  an  advance,  which  so  short- 
ened the  lines  of  approach  to  the  city  that  the  Second  Di- 
vision, Sixteenth  Corps,  was  thrown  out  of  position.  General 
Dodge  was  therefore  ordered  to  move  to  the  left  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps,  which  then  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the 
army,  and  take  and  fortify  a  position  upon  the  left  flank. 
General  Fuller  with  a  portion  of  the  Fourth  Division  was 
then  in  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps.     The  Second 
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Division  moved  during  the  forenoon  along  a  road  which  fol- 
lowed a  ridge  almost  parallel  with  the  line  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  its  rear.  At  noon, 
the  head  of  the  column  halted  near  a  farm  house,  from  which 
the  road  gradually  descended  some  300  yards,  when  it  en- 
tered a  heavily  timbered  plat  of  low  ground.  Through  these 
woods  it  would  be  necessary  to  pass,  to  reach  the  position  the 
corps  was  to  occupy.  The  men,  as  usual  when  halting  at 
midday,  made  preparations  to  boil  coflfee  and  take  a  lunch. 
General  Dodge,  accompanied  by  General  Fuller  and  one  or 
two  staflf  officers,  had  gone  to  the  headquarters  of  General 
Blair  to  consult  about  the  position  the  Sixteenth  was  to  occu- 
py on  his  left,  and  had  also  ridden  over  the  ground  and  se- 
lected the  line  which  he  proposed  to  intrench.  As  General 
Blair,  however,  had  determined  not  to  make  the  changes  in 
his  line  which  were  contemplated,  until  the  next  day,  General 
Dodge  resolved  to  bivouac  with  his  command  on  or  near  the 
ground  it  then  occupied.  With  this  purpose  he  rode  back  to 
his  command.  When  passing  General  Fuller's  headquarters, 
as  a  lunch  was  just  prepared,  he  stopped  to  dine  with  Fuller. 
He  had  sent  word  to  General  Sweeney  to  select  proper  ground 
upon  which  to  bivouac  for  the  night.  He  was  scarcely  seated 
at  the  table  before  the  pickets  in  the  woods  a  short  distance 
in  front  began  a  brisk  skirmish  fire.  This  startled  the  entire 
command.  It  seemed  impossible  that  there  could  be  an 
enemy  so  far  in  the  rear  of  the  main  line  occupied  by  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps.  Between  the  ridge  along  which  the  Sixteenth 
Corps  had  been  marching  and  the  line  occupied  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps  was  a  narrow  valley  through  which  ran  a  small 
stream.  From  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  Sixteenth  Corpa 
down  to  this  stream  was  a  gradual  descent  through  an  open  field. 
Crossing  the  little  stream,  there  was  a  gradual  ascent  up  to  the 
bald  hill  occupied  by  Leggett's  division  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps.  The  surface  of  this  ascent  had  once  been  cleared,  but 
was  now  largely  grown  up  to  a  second  growth  of  pine  trees. 
In  the  little  valley  formed  by  the  stream  were  the  trains  of 
the  various  headquarters,  ambulances,  teams,  teamsters'  quar- 
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ters,  etc.  The  house  and  out-buildings  near  which  the  head  of 
the  column  had  halted,  occupied  the  most  elevated  ground  on 
which  the  Second  Division  were  resting  and  awaiting  orders. 
The  Rebels  so  completely  veiled  from  sight  in  the  timber  just 
in  front  of  this  column  were  General  Hardee's  corps  of  Hood's 
army.  Of  course  the  meeting  at  this  point  of  Dodge  and 
Hardee  was  a  mutual  surprise.  Hardee  had  made  suck 
progress  without  being  discovered,  that  he  hoped  to  sweep 
along  the  entire  rear  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee — destroy 
the  trains,  and  possibly,  to  some  extent,  demoralize  the  entire 
army.  Dodge  of  course  had  no  idea  that  the  Rebels  had 
made  a  night  march  around  Blair's  left  flank,  and  were  now 
well  advanced  in  his  rear.  As  soon  as  the  skirmish  firings 
commenced,  however.  General  Dodge  divined  the  situation. 
He  sprang  from  the  table,  called  for  his  horse,  saying:  *'There 
is  a  fight  on  hand";  and  to  Fuller,  *'Get  your  division  in 
position  for  action."  He  immediately  rode  to  the  Second 
Division,  talked  a  moment  with  Sweeney,  and  then  rode  along^ 
the  entire  line,  readjusting  it  in  places  where  his  quick  eye 
saw  ground  better  suited  to  defense  and  protection.  The  men 
in  less  than  twenty  minutes  were  in  position;  and  with  the 
instinct  of  veterans,  were  utilizing  every  rail  from  the  fences 
which  bounded  the  road,  and  were  tearing  down  the  out- 
houses and  negro  quarters,  mostly  built  of  logs,  at  the  adjoin- 
ing farm  house,  and  throwing  up  such  slight  defenses  as  were 
possible  in  the  short  time  and  with  the  limited  material  at 
command.  It  was  a  scene  of  wild  turmoil,  and  yet  there  was 
a  purpose  in  every  movement.  Men  were  carrying  rails  and 
logs  to  n^ake  their  rude  and  temporary  defenses.  Batteries 
were  being  hurried  into  position;  headquarter  teams  and  am- 
bulances were  being  driven  to  the  rear;  officers  were  riding 
along  the  line  and  directing  the  movement  of  the  men;  staff 
officers  were  riding  to  Dodge  and  reporting  the  situation  at 
different  points  on  the  field ;  and  occasionally  a  Rebel  shell  or 
solid  shot,  screeching  overhead,  was  giving  notice  of  the 
havoc  which  was  approaching.  In  such  a  time  as  this,  com- 
ing at  an  unexpected  moment,  the  commanding  officer  who 
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*'keeps  his  head,^*  unless  he  loses  it  legitimately  by  shot  or 
shell,  is  a  soldier  with  attributes  suited  to  his  business.  Gren- 
-eral  Dodge  kept'his  head.  He  seemed  to  comprehend  and 
have  in  mind  the  whole  situation.  He  knew  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground  that  his  right  would  not  extend  far  enough  to  unite 
with  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  and  that  a  gap  would 
intervene  between  the  two  corps.  At  the  very  outset  of  his 
preparations  for  battle,  }ie  sent  an  aid.  Lieutenant  Jonas,  to 
notify  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  who  commanded  the  division 
on  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  of  the  situation,  with  the 
suggestion  that  he  refuse  his  left  to  meet  Fuller,  who  com- 
manded the  right  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  He  ordered  the 
writer  to  go  with  haste  to  Decatur,  four  miles  in  the  rear, 
where  General  Sprague,  commanding  a  brigade,  was  guarding 
the  supply  train  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  tell  him 
that  the  enemy  was  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  army,  and 
would  be  after  him.  And  by  the  way,  this  is  the  same  Genetal 
Sprague  who,  as  Colonel  Sprague,  commanded  the  Sixty-third 
Ohio,  which  lay  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Kobinet  at  Corinth, 
and  who  in  view  of  the  impending  charge,  walked  along  the 
line  of  his  regiment,  telling  his  men  not  to  fire  until  he  gave 
the  command,  to  wait  until  the  Rebels  came  so  near  they 
could  see  the  white  in  their  eyes,  and  then  up  and  at  them; 
and  it  was  he  who  ordered  the  final  bayonet  charge  that  day, 
which  swept  the  Rebels  oflf  the  ground  and  back  to  the  timber. 
The  writer  started  to  obey  the  order,  but  had  not  ridden  two 
miles  before  he  was  convinced  by  the  fire  of  musketry  and 
artillery  at  Decatur  that  General  Sprague  had  been  notified 
that  the  Rebels  were  in  our  rear.  General  Wheeler  with  two 
divisions  of  Rebel  cavalry  had  ridden  straight  for  the  trains  at 
Decatur.  But  the  lion-hearted  hero,  Sprague,  drew  out  his 
little  brigade,  and  placed  it  in  front  of  the  trains,  and  for  three 
hours  held  the  Rebels  at  bay,  until  the  result  of  the  contest  in 
front  of  Atlanta  made  it  necessary  for  Wheeler  to  retreat. 

In  the  meantime  Hardee's  corps,  which  confronted  General 
Dodge,  moved  out  of  the  woods  and  pushed  forward  upon  the 
open  field  under  cover  of  the  Rebel  batteries,  which  were  con- 
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-cealed  in  the  edge  of  the  timber.  They  were  met  unflinchingly 
by  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  The  infantry  steadily  and  effectively 
poured  volley  after  volley  into  the  advancing  columns,  whilst 
the  Fourteenth  Ohio  and  Welker's  batteries,  in  position  on 
the  high  ground,  at  the  right  of  the  road,  mowed  down  terrible 
swaths  in  their  ranks.  One  assault  after  another  was  attempted 
until  from  sheer  exhaustion  they  fell  back  to  the  timber  and 
gave  up  the  battle.  When  Hardee  struck  the  Sixteenth  Corps 
the  remainder  of  Hood's  army  came  out  of  their  intrenchments 
at  Atlanta  an.d  attacked  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  corps 
in  their  intrenchments.  General  Giles  A.  Smith's  and  General 
Leggett's  divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  had  a  desperate 
hand-to-hand  fight.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  open  space 
between  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  corps  could  not  be 
filled  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  the  enemy  were  in  front 
and  rear  of  Smith  and  Leggett,  so  that  they  sometimes  fought 
from  one  side  of  their  earthworks,  and  sometimes  from  the 
other.  But  as  the  writter  does  not  pretend  to  give  a  full 
account  of  the  battle — only  that  part  taken  in  it  by  General 
Dodge — no  details  are  given  in  respect  to  the  other  corps. 

There  was  one  thing  which  tempered  the  rejoicing  that 
usually  follows  victory,  with  deep  and  lasting  sadness  in  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  And  that  was  the  death  of  General 
McPherson.  He  was  young.  He  was  handsome.  He  was 
genial.  He  was  brave.  And  he  was  patriotic.  He  was  an 
ideal  soldier.  His  death  brought  to  every  soldier  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  a  personal  sorrow.  In  some  respects  this 
was  the  most  remarkable  battle  fought  during  the  Rebellion. 
The  Rebels  had  the  advantage  which  comes  from  being  the 
attacking  force.  Hardee's  corps,  which  fought  Dodge,  was  at 
least  three  times  greater  than  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  They  had 
the  advantage  of  a  timber  covering  in  which  to  perform  their 
evolutions.  And  yet  the  Sixteenth  Corps  met  them  on  the 
open  field,  with  both  flanks  exposed  and  enveloped  by  the 
enemy,  and  with  no  protection  but  the  few  rails  gathered 
hastily  from  the  neghboring  fences,  and  swept  them  back  to 
cover,  severely  whipped.  For  a  desperate  stand  up  fight  it 
was  not  excelled  during  the  war.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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The  Sixteenth  Corps  again  on  the  26th  of  July  drew  out  of 
its  works  and  moved  toward  the  right  of  the  army.  This 
movement  was  continued  on  the  28th,  reinforcing  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  during  the  engagement  of  that  day.  From  this  time 
on  there  were  constant  movements,  feeling  further  and  further 
to  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  the  Macon  Railroad,  and 
drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  city.  Every  foot  of  ground 
gained  was  at  the  cost  of  skirmish  and  battle,  and  every  foot 
of  advanced  position  held  was  at  the  cost  of  throwing  up  new 
earthworks  and  erecting  new  fortifications.  Finally,  on  the 
19th  of  August,  while  General  Dodge  was  engaged  in  super- 
intending the  preparations  for  charging  and  taking  a  detached 
fortification  of  the  enemy,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
forehead.  He  had  gone  into  the  rifle  pits  some  distance  in 
front  of  the  fortifications,  where  he  could  get  a  closer  \aew  of 
the  enemy's  works.  Captain  H.  I.  Smith,*  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa  Infantry,  was  in  command  on  the  line  of  rifle  pits.  The 
General  was  looking  through  one  of  the  peep-holes  in  the 
works  when  the  ball,  striking  on  the  side  of  the  forehead  and 
ranging  upward  and  around  under  the  scalp,  came  very  near 
ending  the  career  of  as  earnest  and  as  true  a  man  as  the  war 
produced,  and  an  able  and  enterprising  officer.  The  feeling  in 
his  army  corps,  when  the  fact  of  his  being  wounded  was 
heard,  showed  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  and 
his  established  place  in  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the 
soldiers.  On  August  24, 1864,  he  was  removed  to  the  North. 
His  farewell  words  to  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  will  close 
this  part  of  his  military  career: 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  LEFT  WING,16TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Nbab  Atlanta,  Gboboia,  Augast  24, 1861. 
Soldiers:  It  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  relinquish  my  command  for  a 
short  time.  No  one  can  regret  this  more  than  I  do.  Upon  leaving  you  I 
cannot  refrain  from  extending  to  you  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  efficient 
and  brave  manner  in  which  you  have  supported  me  throughout  this  cam- 
paign. Whether  on  the  battle-field,  in  the  trenches,  or  on  the  march,  you 
have  given  that  earnest,  zealous  and  efficient  attention  to  your  duties  that 
always  insures  success. 

^Captain  Smith  resides  at  this  time  (1894)  at  Mason  City,  Cerro  Qordo  county^ 
Iowa.— Ed. 
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From  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  through  a  campaign  unparalleled  in  its 
severity  and  its  successes,  you  hare  done  your  full  share;  your  comrades- 
are  buried  on  every  field,  and  while  we  deeply  mourn*  their  loss  we  havethe- 
satisf action  of  knowing  that  they  fell  nobly  doing  their  duty.  I  leave  yon 
in  the  hands  of  able  and  tried  commanders;  give  them  the  same  cheerful 
support  you  have  always  given  me,  and  there  will  be  no  fears  of  the  result. 
I  shall  watch  your  course  with  the  same  interest;  your  victories  will  be 
mine.    May  God  bless  and  protect  you.  G.  M.  Dodgk, 

Major  General, 

The  enforced  absence  of  General  Dodge  from  his  command 
just  as  the  purpose  of  the  campaign  was  about  to  be  realized 
was  one  of  the  severe  disappointments  of  his  life.  He  remained 
at  his  home,  however,  only  long  enough  for  the  wound  to  heal, 
and  partially  to  recover  his  usual  strength,  when  he  was  again 
on  the  move.  At  the  invitation  of  General  Grant  he  visited 
his  head-quarters  at  City  Point.  Here  he  spent  several  days. 
This  was  his  first  really  intimate  association  with  General 
Grant,  and  with  that  prince  among  men — his  Chief  of  Staff — 
General  Rawlins.  At  the  suggestion  of  General  Grant  he  vis- 
ited the  headquarters  of  the  various  army  corps  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  And  after  spending  a  day  with  the  officers 
of  a  corps  he  would  return  to  City  Point  in  the  evening; 
where,  with  Generals  Grant  and  Rawlins,  he  would  sit  out  in 
front  of  their  quarters  until  late  at  night  talking  over  the 
afiPairs  of  the  country,  and  especially  discussing  the  probable 
movements  and  requirements  of  the  Western  armies.  During 
his  visit  at  City  Point  General  Butler  attempted  an  advance 
movement,  General  Dodge  being  present  and  witnessing  the 
engagement  which  followed.  Although  it  was  reported  in  the 
telegraphic  dispatches  as  a  successful  movement  General 
Dodge  dryly  remarked  that  "out  West  it  would  have  been 
regarded  as  a  defeat." 

On  leaving  City  Point  he  visited  Washington.  Here  at  the 
request  of  General  Grant  he  called  on  President  Lincoln,  with 
whom  he  spent  several  hours,  and  by  whom  he  was  plied  with 
questions  as  to  his  impressions  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  of  his  judgment  respecting  General  Grant's  final  success. 
He  replied  that  he  believed  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  the 
most  thoroughly  equipped  and  supplied  of  any  army  on  the 
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planet,  and  that  General  Grant  would  capture  Richmond  and 
overthrow  Lee  if  he  was  given  time  to  carry  out  his  plans. 

Whilst  at  City  Point  General  Grant  had  suggested  to  him 
that  if  it  was  agreeable  to  him  he  could  give  him  an  important 
command  in  the  East.  But  to  this  suggestion  Dodge  unhesi- 
tatingly replied  that  his  preferences  were  for  service  in  the 
West.  His  old  corps  (the  Sixteenth)  having  been  broken  up, 
after  he  left  it,  and  merged  into  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
corps,  General  Grant  had  determined  to  give  him  a  new  and 
independent  command.  In  subsequent  years  General  Sheri- 
dan, in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  N.  E.  Dawson,  who  was  the 
stenographer  and  private  secretary  of  General  Grant  on  his 
trip  through  Mexico,  told  him  that  Grant  had  in  mind  the 
purpose  of  putting  Dodge  in  command  of  a  strong  force  with 
the  view  of  penetrating  the  Rebel  States  and  pushing  to  the 
sea-coast  in  a  manner  somewhat  analogous  to  Sherman's  fam- 
ous  march  to  the  sea.  But  the  subsequent  movement  of  Hood 
in  the  direction  of  Tennessee,  and  Sherman's  consequent  plan 
to  divide  his  army  and  send  General  Thomas  into  Tennessee 
with  a  part  of  it  to  take  care  of  Hood,  whilst  he,  with  the 
remainder,  should  cut  loose  from  his  communications  and 
march  through  Georgia  to  the  sea,  precluded  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  purpose. 

From  Washington  he  went  directly  to  Nashville  and  report- 
ed by  telegraph  to  General  Howard,  commanding  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  In  response  he  received  an  order  from  General 
Sherman  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  to  combine 
such  troops  as  were  available  and  could  be  spared  from  the 
various  military  districts  along  the  Mississippi,  and  move  upon 
Mobile  from  the  rear ;  not  only  with  the  view  of  capturing 
that  important  seaport,  but  also  as  a  diversion  in  aid  of  Gen- 
eral  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea. 

On  arriving  at  Cairo,  however^  he  received  a  counter  order 
from  Secretary  Stanton  directing  him  to  repair  to  St.  Louis 
and  await  further  instructions  from  Washington.  Soon  after 
reaching  St.  Louis  he  received  an  order  directly  from  the 
President,  assigning  him  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
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of  Missouri  from  which  General  Rosecrans  was  relieved. 
Missonri  was  known  as  the  graveyard  of  Generals.  Here 
General  Lyon  had  fallen  in  one  of  the  most  desperate  pitched 
battles  of  the  war.  Here  General  Fremont  had  failed.  Gen- 
eral  Hunter  succeeded  to  the  command  and  left  it  without 
adding  to  his  fame.  General  Schofield  had,  to  say  the  least, 
fallen  short  of  success.  And  General  Rosecrans  had  made 
little  progress  toward  reducing  the  chaotic  elements  with 
which  he  had  to  deal  to  anything  like  order.  General  Dodge 
on  assuming  command  found  the  military  service  greatly  de- 
moralized and  the  entire  State  overrun  with  guerrillas  and 
marauders.  With  his  usual  activity  and  singleness  of  purpose 
he  at  once  set  to  work  to  reorganize  the  various  detachments 
of  troops  scattered  over  the  State,  into  something  like  military 
system,  and  re-inspire  them  with  something  like  military 
morale.  But  just  as  he  began  to  get  his  command  well  in 
hand  he  received  an  order  based  upon  the  following  request 

of  General  Grant: 

City  Point,  Virginia,  Dec.  8, 1864. 
To  General  Halleck,  Washington ^  D.  C: 

Please  direct  General  Dodge  to  send  all  the  troops  he  can  spare  to  Gen- 
eral Thomas.  With  such  an  order  he  can  be  relied  on  to  send  all  that  can 
properly  go. 

The  high  estimate  placed  upon  the  character  of  Dodge  by 
Grant  is  shown  in  the  foregoing  dispatch.  And  its  full  force 
is  better  appreciated  when  interpreted  by  a  letter  from  Grant 
to  President  Lincoln  of  about  the  same  date.  In  this  letter  he 
advises  that  the  departments  of  Missouri  and  Kansas  be 
merged  together.  And  he  says:  "This  is  advisable  from  the 
fact  that  as  a  rule  only  one  point  is  threatened  at  a  time,  and 
if  all  that  territory  is  commanded  by  one  man,  he  can  take 
troops  from  one  point  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  another.  With 
separate  department  commanders,  they  want  to  keep  all  they 
have  and  get  all  they  can.  This  will  not  be  the  case  with 
Dodge,  who  has  been  appointed  to  command  Missduri."  In 
accordance  with  the  order  of  General  Halleck,  notwithstand- 
ing the  disturbed  condition  of  the  department,  and  the  scarcity 
of  troops  for  effective  service,  he  immediately  sent  fourteen 
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regiments  of  infantry  and  four  regiments  of  cavalry  to  report 
to  General  Thomas  at  Nashville.  They  arrived  and  constituted 
a  pari;  of  the  force  with  which  Thomas  swept  Hood  from  the 
front  of  Nashville  and  very  nearly  swept  his  army  out  of  ex- 
istence. Upon  the  depariure  of  these  troops  Dodge  found 
those  remaining  constituted  but  the  skeleton  of  an  army.  As 
■soon  as  he  was  able  to  equip  and  mount  the  cavalry  which 
had  been  broken  into  small  detachments,  mostly  dismounted 
and  stationed  in  the  various  towns,  merely  to  repel  the  raids 
of  guerillas  and  marauders,  he  began  to  prepare  for  active 
operations. 

General  Dodge  adopted  a  new  policy.  He  was  not  the  man 
to  sit  down  and  order  a  disposition  of  troops  to  defend  a  few 
towns  and  cities  while  the  whole  country  outside  was  in  a 
state  of  turmoil  and  danger.  He  ordered  the  troops  out  of  the 
towns,  instructed  their  officers  to  go  into  the  brush  and  hunt 
down  and  exterminate  every  guerrilla.  This  change  of  tactics 
had  a  most  wholesome  eflfect.  The  guerrillas  were  now  on  the 
defensive  and  were  hunting  hiding-places  to  save  their  necks, 
while  the  troops,  inspired  by  the  intense  activity  of  their  com- 
mander, were  beating  the  bush  and  scouring  the  gorges  of  the 
hills  to  find  them.  As  a  complement  to  these  active  military 
operations  he  instructed  the  district  commanders  to  encour- 
age the  revival  of  civil  law  and  to  aid  in  the  establishment  and 
protection  of  civil  courts  throughout  the  State  wherever  loyal 
civil  officers  could  be  found  with  a  loyal  sentiment  back  of 
them  sufficiently  strong  to  enforce  order.  This  had  a  most 
salutary  effect.  He  also  found  the  prisons  overflowing  with 
political  prisoners,  with  Federal  soldiers  imprisoned  for  trivial 
offenses,  and  with  conscripts  who  haa  escaped  from  Price's 
army.  He  personally  investigated  thousands  of  individual 
cases,  and  when  he  was  satisfied  that  there  was  no  well- 
grounded  cause  for  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  these  per- 
sons  he  ordered  their  release.  In  this  manner  he  recruited 
his  own  depleted  regiments,  and  revived  a  spirit  of  confidence 
in.  the  justice  of  the  military  authorities  which  greatly  en- 
hanced a  spirit  of  social  order  throughout  the  State. 
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One  of  the  most  eflfective  methods  which  he  adopted  to  de- 
velop civil  order  was  by  the  encouragement  of  local  organi- 
-zations  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property.  He  sought 
:and  obtained  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  aid  the 
local  authorities  in  putting  into  the  service  several  regiments 
of  the  Missouri  State  Militia.  In  this  purpose  he  received  the 
active  co-operation  of  the  local  authorities  in  Missouri;  and 
on  the  26th  of  December,  1864,  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov- 
ernor Hall,  of  Missouri,  as  Major-General  of  the  Missouri 
State  Militia. 

An  incident  occurred  about  the  time  his  policy  of  active 
operations  against  the  guerrillas  began  to  develop,  which  illus- 
trates the  spirit  that  animated  many  of  those  who  sympathized 
with  the  Rebellion  in  Missouri.  General  Dodge  had  been  out 
riding  with  his  family  in  St.  Louis,  and  having  returned  to  the 
Lindell  Hotel  just  at  dark,  left  his  family,  and  told  the  driver 
to  proceed  to  his  headquarters.  H«  had  gone  but  a  short  dis- 
tance down  one  of  the  most  frequented  streets,  when  he  was 
aroused  by  the  sharp  report  of  a  gun  at  close  range.  The 
-driver,  who  sat  near  his  side  and  a  little  in  front  of  him,  fell 
against  him.  He  caught  the  reins,  and  driving  a  short  dis- 
tance, secured  help  and  medical  attention  for  the  driver,  who 
had  received  a  wound  from  which  he  died  a  day  or  two  after. 
General  Dodge  had  been  warned  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
assassination,  and  had  been  advised  not  to  drive  or  ride  with- 
out an  escort,  but  had  disregarded  these  warnings,  and  now 
oame  very  near  losing  his  life.  The  driver  had  stopped  the 
bullet  intended  for  the  Commander  of  the  Department  of 
Missouri. 

On  Februarys,  1865,  the  Department  of  Kansas  was  merged 
into  that  of  Missouri;  Major-General  Curtis  being  relieved. 
The  union  of  Missouri  and  Kansas  under  one  military  head 
-was  partly  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Senator  Lane,  of 
Kansas.  He  supposed  that  as  Curtis  was  the  senior  oflScer 
he  would  be  appointed  to  the  command,  but  General  Grant, 
whose  approval  of  the  project  finally  determined  the  War 
Office  to  merge  the  two  Departments  into  one,  recommended 
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the  appointment  of  Dodge.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this  was- 
the  fact  that  the  Indians  were  making  serious  trouble  on  the 
plains.  They  were  killing  and  driving  away  the  frontier  set- 
tlers, and  were  especially  active  in  robbing  the  mails,  killing 
the  passengers  and  plundering  and  destroying  the  stage  sta- 
tions on  the  overland  route  to  the  Pacific.  In  fact  the  Indians 
had  become  so  bold  and  aggressive  in  their  depredations,  that 
they  had  in  effect,  for  several  months,  levied  an  embargo  upon 
the  overland  commerce  between  the  States  and  California. 
Grant  had  suggested  to  Curtis  the  propriety  of  making  a  win« 
ter  campaign  against  these  hostile  Indians.  To  this  Curtis  had 
objected  and  argued  that  it  was  impracticable.  He  had  there- 
fore written  Dodge  asking  his  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
a  winter  campaign  on  the  plains.  To  this  Dodge  replied,  em- 
phatically approving  it,  as  he  well  knew  if  it  was  deferred  until 
the  grass  should  grow,  so  that  the  Indians  could  subsist  their 
horses  away  from  the  streams,  that  following  them  over  the 
plains  with  a  cumbersome  military  organization  would  be  a 
fruitless  chase.  This,  undoubtedly,  was  one  of  the  reasons 
which'influenced  General  Grant  to  urge  the  union  of  these  two 
Departments  under  one  commander,  and  that  the  commander 
should  be  Dodge.  Immediately  upon  his  being  assigned  to 
this  command  he  proceeded  to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  with  his 
usual  activity  and  enterprise  began  to  make  preparations  for 
opening  and  defending  the  stage  routes  to  California.  He 
found  the  troops  on  the  plains  facing  two  enemies — the  unpre- 
cedented cold  weather  and  the  hostile  Indians.  They  had 
therefore  cooped  themselves  up  in  block-houses  at  some  of  the 
stage  stations  and  at  other  points  where  they  could  find  wood, 
water  and  forage,  whilst  the  Indians  were  moving  along  the 
stage  lines,  murdering,  plundering  and  destroying  telegraph 
lines,  almost  unopposed  and  unrestrained. 

General  Dodge  immediately  began  to  concentrate  troops  and 
supplies  at  the  main  points  on  the  route,  and  cold  as  it  was, 
opened  a  campaign  against  the  Indians  which  in  thirty  days 
inspired  the  red  rascals  with  a  wholesome  fear  of  attempting^ 
raids  upon  the  stage  lines,  either  of  the  Platte  or  Smoky  Hill 
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routes,  and  enabled  the  stage  companies  to  renew  their  reg- 
ular trips  with  comparative  safety. 

The  hostility  of  the  Indians,  however,  did  not  cease.  The 
unrest  of  all  the  plains  tribes  seemed  to  have  culminated  in 
deadly  hostility  to  the  whites.  The  Arapahoes,  Cheyennes, 
Comanches,  Kiowas,  Pawnees  and  Sioux,  with  two  or  three 
other  small  tribes,  seemed  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  great 
overland  stage  lines,  extending  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pa- 
cific, with  their  attendant  outfits  of  men,  animals,  stations  and 
property,  were  but  the  vanguard  of  oncoming  throngs  of  civil- 
ized men,  to  be  followed  by  the  steam  engine,  the  railway,  the 
plow  and  the  seeder;  and  that  their  only  hope  of  turning  back 
this  advancing  tide  was  in  rendering  all  their  lines  of  travel 
and  supply  insecure  and  untenable.  With  this  purpose  in  view 
they  committed  barbarities  which  left  a  trail  of  blood  from 
Fort  Kearney  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  passes.  General  Dodge 
early  protested  against  any  attempt  to  make  terms  of  peace  with 
detached  portions  of  these  tribes;  for  while  negotiations  were 
in  progress  with  one  portion  of  a  tribe,  the  remainder  would 
very  likely  be  on  the  war-path  at  some  other  point.  He  advo- 
cated the  policy,  as  being  one  of  mercy  to  the  Indians  as  well 
as  to  the  whites,  of  following  them  with  relentless  purpose  and 
with  the  force  and  appliances  of  war,  until  they  felt  the  power 
of  the  Government  and  came  to  understand  that  their  only 
safety  was  in  maintaining  permanent  peace.  But  in  spite  of 
his  wishes  and  recommendations  the  Government  insisted 
upon  a  temporizing  policy  which  encouraged  constant  out- 
breaks all  along  the  line  from  the  British  Possessions  to  the 
Red  River  of  the  South. 

Whilst  carrying  on  his  operations  against  the  hostile  Indians, 
General  Dodge  was  not  indifferent  to  the  progress  of  events 
in  Missouri.  Now  that  Lee  had  surrendered  to  Grant,  and 
the  Southern  Confederacy  had  fallen  to  pieces,  he  felt  that 
every  armed  organization  which  could  be  induced  to  surrender 
in  form,  accepting  the  terms  given  by  Grant  to  Lee,  would 
tend  to  encourage  peaceful  citizenship  in  every  man  who  was 
included  in  the  terms  of  the  parole.     Accordingly  soon  after 

Vol.  1—21  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


322  ANNALS  OP  IOWA. 

the  surrender  of  Lee  he  sent  CJolonel  Davis  of  his  command, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  General  M.  Jeflf  Thompson  (Rebel), 
who  was  then  operating  along  the  border  between  Missouri 
and  Arkansas,  proposing  to  him  and  his  command  the  same 
terms  accepted  by  Lee.  On  the  24th  of  June,  1865,  Colonel 
Davis  returned,  having  accomplished  his  mission,  Thompson 
surrendering  with  636  officers  and  6,818  enlisted  men.  Large 
numbers  of  General  Kirby  Smith's  men  had  also  given  them- 
selves up,  and  all  the  organized  companies  of  bushwhackers 
surrendered  to  the  different  military  posts  in  Missouri;  and 
peace  and  order  once  more  reigned  in  this  rebel-ridden  and 
battle-stricken  State. 

General  Dodge  was  now  left  at  liberty  to  turn  his  entire 
attentionito  the  final  settlement  of  the  Indian  problem  on  the 
plains.  On  the  2l8t  of  July,  1865,  he  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  Kansas,  Colorado,  Utah,  Nebraska,  Montana,  and  all 
that  portion  of  Dakota  lying  west  and  south  of  the  Missouri 
River.  In  his  official  report  of  his  operations  in  this  extensive 
command  he  says:  "I  arrived  here  (Fort  Leavenworth)  and 
assumed  command  July  26, 1865,  and  in  a  few  days  thereafter 
started  on  the  plains  to  make  a  personal  inspection  and  exam- 
ination of  all  troops,  posts,  routes,  etc.,  within  my  command; 
to  direct  and  improve  on  the  ground  such  changes  and  dispo- 
sitions as  were  deemed  necessary;  and  to  give  my  personal 
attention  to  matters  generally.  I  proceeded  from  here  to  Fort 
Kearney,  thence  up  the  Platte,  taking  all  intermediate  posts 
and  stations  en  route  to  Fort  Laramie ;  thence  to  Powder  River ; 
thence  to  Denver  via  base  of  the  mountains;  and  returned 
along  the  Smoky  Fork  of  the  Kansas  River,  and  via  Forts 
Ellsworth  and  Riley;  reaching  here  on  the  18th  ultimo,  hav- 
ing traveled  with  escort  and  train  over  2,000  miles." 

On  the  18th  of  June  preceding  these  events  a  band  of  some 
300  Indians  had  attacked  the  stage  line  west  of  Fort  Halleck, 
killing  three  soldiers  and  two  citizens,  and  driving  off  the 
stock.  So  on  the  1st  of  July  General  Dodge  had  ordered 
General  Sanborn  to  move  into  the  enemy's  hiding  places  and 
fight  him  whenever  and  wherever  found;  to  observe  the  laws 
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of  civilized  warfare,  but  to  capture  their  villages  and  property 
and  compel  them  to  sue  for  peace.  On  the  29th  of  July  1,000 
Indians  attacked  Platte  Station.  General  Connor,  after  fight- 
ing them  two  days,  drove  them  off  badly  punished;  but  with 
the  loss  to  his  command  of  Lieutenant  Collins  and  twenty-five 
soldiers  killed.  And  the  singular  feature  of  this  business  was 
that  at  this  very  time  General  Sanborn  had  been  halted  in  his 
•campaign  by  an  order  from  General  Pope,  and  was  holding  a 
conference  with  representatives  from  the  Kiowas,  Comanches, 
Arapahoes,  Apaches  and  Cheyennes,  with  the  view  of  treat- 
ing for  peace.  The  conference  of  General  Sanborn  with  these 
southern  bands  of  Indians  resulted  in  an  agreement  for  a 
future  council  to  which  the  representatives  present  agreed  to 
bring  all  the  principal  Indians  of  their  tribes.  Finally,  on  the 
6th  of  November,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  south- 
ern Indians  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Government. 

As  part  of  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign,  at  the  same 
time  that  General  Sanborn  was  ordered  to  penetrate  the  Indian 
country  from  the  southern  border,  General  Patrick  E.  Connor 
was  ordered  to  move  north  in  three  columns,  to  meet  and 
punish  the  northern  tribes  in  their  chosen  hunting  grounds. 
From  delays  in  receiving  supplies  and  promised  reinforcements 
his  expedition  was  necessarily  deferred  several  weeks,  and 
finally  when  able  to  move,  on  reaching  the  Big  Horn  Moun- 
tains the  fall  storms  had  set  in,  impeding  his  march  and  in- 
creasing his  risks  and  diflSculties  from  inadequacy  of  forage 
and  supplies.  But  notwithstanding  all  these  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances he  fought  three  battles,  one  of  which,  on  Tongue 
River,  in  which  he  entirely  destroyed  an  Arapahoe  village, 
was  one  of  the  most  decisive  and  effective  victories  of  the  year, 
and  nearly  broke  the  backbone  of  the  Indian  war.  Colonel 
Cole,  who  commanded  one  of  the  columns  of  the  expedition, 
prevented  by  storms  and  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try from  forming  a  junction  with  the  main  command  under 
Connor,  turned  south  from  the  base  of  the  Big  Horn  Moun- 
tains, and  falling  in  with  the  Indians  fleeing  from  Connor, 
again  defeated  and  punished  them  most  effectively. 
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After  the  severe  punishment  which  the  Indians  received  itl 
this  campaign  of  General  Connor,  the  northern  Sioux  and 
Cheyenhes  sent  their  head  men  to  General  Dodge  to  ask  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  with  the  view  of  holding  a  council  and 
settling  terms  of  peace.  The  troops  having  discovered  gold  in 
the  Black  Hills,  Dodge  knew  that  no  earthly  power  could  pre- 
vent the  invasion  of  the  hills  by  the  adventurous  miner,  and 
that  unless  there  was  a  definite  understanding  as  to  boundaries,, 
and  a  line  established  which  would  detach  the  Black  Hills  from 
Indian  territory,  any  treaty  would  be  but  a  temporary  truce. 
He  therefore  tried  to  secure  an  agreement  to  the  Belle  Fourche 
Fork  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Indian  territory,  but 
they  insisted  upon  the  Platte  as  such  boundary,  to  which  Dodge 
would  not  agree  and  the  treaty  was  broken  oflF.  The  Laramie 
Commission  of  1866,  which  made  terms  of  peace,  agreed  to 
the  Platte  as  the  southern  boundary,  and,  as  General  Dodge 
had  foreseen,  the  Black  Hills  were  invaded  by  the  miner  and 
the  emigrant,  resulting  in  the  Sitting  Bull  war. 

Still  there  were  hostile  bands  and  small  tribes,  especially  the 
Ogalalla  Sioux,  against  whom  it  was  necessary  to  guard  the 
lines  of  travel.  And  when  we  consider  that  there  were  2,600 
miles  of  mail  and  telegraph  lines  to  protect,  besides  carrying- 
on  these  operations  against  the  enemy,  and  that  General  Dodge 
was  called  upon  to  send  an  escort  to  accompany  Colonel  Saw- 
yer and  his  party,  who  were  surveying  and  opening  a  wagon 
road  from  Sioux  City  up  the  Niobrara  via  Fort  Connor  and 
the  Big  Horn  Mountains  to  Virginia  City,  in  Montana,  which 
depleted  his  already  meagre  ranks  by  taking  from  them  the 
companies  of  the  5th  U.  S.  Volunteers  with  two  howitzers, 
and  their  necessary  transportation,  and  the  brave  and  experi- 
enced Captain  G.  W.  Williford  who  was  sent  in  command,  it 
gives  us  a  faint  idea  of  the  immense  field  and  various  enter- 
prises  which  demanded  constant  attention  and  oversight.  Gen- 
erals Heath,  Upton,  Wheaton  and  Col.  Fleming,  subordinate 
commanders,  were  kept  on  the  alert.  Platte  and  Alkali  stations 
were  attacked  during  the  month  of  November  before  the  ink 
upon  the  treaty  signed  by  the  southern  tribes  was  scarcely  dry. 
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"General  Dodge  had  felt  from  the  beginning  that  there  was  but 
one  course  to  follow  in  dealing  with  the  Indians  to  secure  per- 
manent peace,  and  that  was  to  whip  them  into  submission. 
And  when  some  of  the  southern  tribes  asked  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  and  proposed  to  meet  commissioners  to  negotiate 
for  peace,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  ruse  of  a  portion  of  these 
tribes  to  divert  attention  to  themselves  whilst  the  remainder 
were  still  robbing  and  plundering.  As  he  had  foreseen,  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  1865,  succeeding  the 
peace  negotiation  on  the  Little  Arkansas,  were  distinguished 
for  the  activity  of  the  hostile  bands  of  Indians.  In  one  instance 
on  the  Laramie  Plains  they  burned  the  soldiers  in  a  train 
belonging  to  a  Michigan  cavalry  company.  Dodge  himself 
accompanied  the  command  of  Major  North,  following  their 
trail  for  three  weeks  until  they  had  killed  and  captured  the 
whole  band.  And  whenever  a  raid  was  made  upon  the  stage 
line  or  stage  stations,  they  were  uniformly  followed  and  pun- 
ished. Heath  followed  a  marauding  party  south  to  the  Re- 
publican River  without  wood  or  water  for  three  days,  and  two 
days  without  rations,  overhauled  them  and  killed  twenty-five 
or  thirty  of  them.  General  Wheaton  fought  another  band  of 
marauders  at  Pole  Creek  Station  and  dispersed  them.  Colonel 
Fleming  fought  three  hundred  at  Alkali  Station,  whipping  and 
dispersing  them .  Eighty  Indians  attacked  twenty  of  the  United 
States  Volunteers  near  Downers'  Station  and  were  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  six  killed  and  several  wounded.  On  the  same 
^ay  another  band  attacked  two  stages  loaded  with  passengers 
and  escorted  by  a  company  of  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry,  fifteen 
miles  from  Bluffton.  The  Indians  were  repulsed,  and  on  the 
same  day  another  band  attacked  Lieut.-Colonel  Tamblyn  and 
fifteen  men,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss.  Some  who  came  into 
the  post  were  informed  of  the  recent  treaty  and  seemed  satis- 
fied, but  went  away  and  returned  with  reinforcements  and 
renewed  the  attack.  The  Indians  between  the  Arkansas  River 
and  the  Smoky  Hill  route  seemed  disposed  at  first  to  accept 
the  treaty,  but  soon  began  to  attack  the  stations  along  the 
Smoky  Hill  route  whenever  they  thought  they  could  destroy 
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them  or  drive  oflF  the  stock.  General  Elliott,  commanding  the 
District  of  Kansas,  was  ordered  to  follow  and  punish  them. 
General  Wheaton  led  an  expedition  gainst  the  Indians  along 
the  Republican,  Beaver,  Solomon  and  Saline  Rivers  in  face  of 
the  severe  weather  of  middle  December.  Colonel  Brown,  of 
the  12th  Missouri  Volunteers,  led  a  scouting  party  from  Cot« 
ton  wood  with  the  thermometer  18°  below  zero. 

These  details  of  active  campaigning  in  the  face  of  unmeas- 
ured difficulties  might  be  continued,  but  they  have  been  suffi- 
ciently extended  to  show  the  spirit  of  the  commanding  officer 
who  directed  and  inspired  them.  No  storm  could  dishearten 
him,  the  intensest  cold  never  appalled  him,  no  plain  was  too 
wide  or  too  bleak  or  too  deeply  piled  with  drifted  snow  to 
turn  him  back  from  a  pre-determined  purpose;  no  mountain 
was  too  high  for  him  to  scale,  and  no  foe  so  numerous  or 
well  equipped  as  to  deter  him  from  giving  battle.  They  alsa 
illustrate  to  the  traveler  of  to-day  who  rides  across  these 
plains  in  a  palace  car,  the  change  wrought  by  a  generation 
of  resolute  men. 

Finally,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1866,  the  Sioux  chieftains 
expressed  a  wish  to  confer  with  General  Dodge  respecting  a 
council  to  settle  terms  ojf  peace.  Whilst  there  were  a  few  col- 
lisions afterward  with  scattered  bands  the  majority  of  the 
Sioux,  including  all  the  principal  chiefs,  were  anxious  for  a 
final  settlement.  On  February  2,  1866,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
council  should  be  held  at  Fort  Laramie  on  the  30th  of  the- 
f ollowing  June  for  a  full  adjustment  of  all  unsettled  questions. 
Early  in  March  Red  Cloud  of  the  Sioux,  while  en  route  U> 
Laramie,  sent  couriers  to  General  Dodge  to  ask  permission  for 
the  northern  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  to  join  the  Sioux  in 
the  peace  council.  The  Indian  war  was  now  ended,  and  the 
Sioux  went  oflF  on  a  hunt  with  the  understanding  that  they 
were  to  return  to  Laramie  in  time  for  the  council.  All  that 
now  remained  to  be  done  by  the  military  authorities  was  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  Indian  council  at  Fort  Laramie,  and 
reduce  the  number  of  trooj)s,  serving  on  the  plains,  to  a 
peace  footing. 
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It  was  said  by  General  Fuller,  who  knew  the  man  he  was 
talking  about,  that  "he  (Dodge)  was  a  man  true  to  his  word, 
merciful  to  those  under  him,  and  hating  nothing  so  much  as 
idleness."  These  qualities  were  signally  illustrated  in  his  ser- 
vice on  the  plains.  He  was  ready  to  take  all  the  risks  and 
endure  all  the  hardships  and  deprivations  of  the  soldier  who 
carried  the  musket  or  wore  the  sabre.  And  he  did  more. 
Whilst  he  was  busy  with  the  thousand  details  necessary  to 
supplying  and  directing  all  the  detached  bodies  of  troops  scat- 
tered over  this  vast  field  of  operations,  guarding  long  lines  of 
travel,  fighting  battles,  and  establishing  military  posts,  he  occu- 
pied his  spare  time  in  making  a  map  of  the  territory  included 
in  his  command.  It  showed  the  political  subdivisions  of  these 
Territories,  the  streams  and  their  courses,  the  mountains  and 
their  trend,  the  fertile  valleys  and  the  arid  plains,  the  lines  of 
travel,  the  stage  stations,  and  the  military  posts.  This  re- 
quired patient  toil  and  the  comprehensive  knowledge  acquired 
by  personal  exploration. 

He  also  recommended  the  establishment  of  permanent  mil- 
itary posts  along  the  lines  which  he  foresaw  would  be  the 
highways  of  commerce  and  travel;  and  from  personal  observa- 
tion indicated  the  points  at  which  they  should  be  located. 
These  comprised  the  Platte  route,  to-day  the  line  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad;  the  old  Smoky  Hill  route,  to-day  the  railway 
line  from  the  Missouri  to  Denver;  the  Fort  Laramie  and  Yel- 
lowstone route,  a  natural  highway  from  Fort  Laramie  to  Mon- 
tana; and  also  the  Powder  river  route,  from  Denver  north  to 
a  junction  with  the  Platte  route.  All  this  being  done,  and 
the  Indian  war  being  over,  on  May  1,  A.  D.  1866,  he  resigned 
his  commission  as  Major- General  of  Volunteers  in  the  United 
States  Army. 

Although  this  closes  his  military  history  it  is  by  no  means 
the  end  of  his  career.  During  the  long  years  of  the  war,  and 
of  his  subsequent  command  upon  the  plains,  the  faith  in  the 
future  of  this  vast  region,  which  had  led  him  by  the  force  of  his 
own  intense  nature  to  devote  many  months  to  its  exploration, 
while  a  private  citizen  at  Council  Bluffs,  never  forsook  him. 
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To  be  connected  with  the  giant  enterprise  of  building  a  railway 
to  the  Pacific  was  still  the  dream  of  his  ambition.  On  leaving 
the  army  he  did  not  stop  to  be  boomed  and  banqueted  for  the 
service  he  had  rendered  in  aiding  to  conquer  the  Rebellion, 
but  immediately  enlisted  to  aid  in  conquering  the  wilderness 
which  separated  the  Mississippi  valley  and  the  Pacific  coast. 
He  became  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
and  a  chief  promoter  of  the  great  system  of  railways  which 
to-day  unites  all  sections  of  the  country  with  the  Pacific  States. 
Should  time  and  other  engagements  permit,  the  writer  pro- 
poses at  some  future  day  to  trace  the  career  of  General  Dodge 
as  a  railroad  engineer  and  railroad  builder. 


PRAIRIE   CHICKENS. 


BY  HAMLIN  OABLAND. 


From  brown-plowed  hiUocks, 
In  early  red  morning. 
They  woke  the  tardy  sower  with  this  cheerful  cry; 
A  mellow  boom  and  whoop 
That  held  a  warning — 
A  song  that  brought  the  seed-time  very  nigh. 

The  circling,  splendid  anthem 
Of  their  greeting 
Ran  like  the  morning  beating  of  a  hundred  mellow  drums— 
Boom,  boom,  boom! 

Each  hillock  kept  repeating. 
Like  cannon  answering  cannon  when  the  golden  sunset  comes. 

They  drum  no  more  — 

Those  splendid,  spring-time  pickets! 
The  sweep  of  share  and  sickle  has  thrust  them  from  the  hills. 
They  have  scattered  from  the  meadow 
Like  the  partridge  in  the  thickets; 
They  have  perished  from  the  sportsman,  who  kills,  and  kills,  and  kills! 

Often  now, 

When  seated  at  my  writing. 
I  lay  my  pencil  down  and  fall  to  dreamiug  still 
Of  the  stern,  hard  days, 

Of  the  old-time  Iowa  seeding. 
When  the  prairie  chickens  woke  me  with  their  war-dance  on  the  hill. 
Chicago,  III,  — Neiv  York  Independent  Oct  5,  1S93. 
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EDITORIAL      DEPARXMENT. 


THE  OUTGOING  AND  INCOMING  GOVERNOKS. 


We  are  sure  our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  receive  in  these 
pages  portraits  of  Horace  Boies,  who  in  this  month  of  January, 
1894,  retires  from  the  highest  oflSce  in  the  gift  of  the  people 
of  Iowa,  and  of  Frank  D.  Jackson,  who  takes  his  place.  So 
much  has  been  said  and  written  of  these  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen during  the  past  few  years,  that  their  names  and  the 
principal  events  in  their  lives  are  as  familiar  to  the  people  of 
Iowa  as  household  words. 

Horace  Boies  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Aurora,  Erie  county, 
N.  Y.,  eighteen  miles  from  Buffalo,  December  7,  1827.  His 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  future  Governor 
of  Iowa  was  brought  up  on  the  farm — though  he  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  after  he  reached  the  age  of  16,  "roughing  it" 
iiwhile  in  the  West,  then  returning  to  the  East,  and  acquiring 
his  education  as  a  lawyer  through  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
He  practiced  as  a  country  attorney  a  few  years,  finally  re- 
moving to  Buffalo.  He  was  elected  for  a  single  term  to  the 
lower  house  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  that  being,  we  be- 
lieve, the  only  office  he  has  ever  held  besides  that  of  Governor 
of  Iowa.  He  came  West  in  1867  and  settled  in  the  city  of 
Waterloo,  which  is  still  his  home.  He  gradually  built  up  a 
large  legal  practice  which  resulted  in  giving  him  a  State-wide 
reputation.  In  1889  he  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  Governor,  and  was  elected.  He  was  re-elected  in  1891. 
During  these  two  terms  the  quiet,  dignified  and  unobtrusive 
ways  of  Governor  Boies  have  differed  in  no  resipect  from  his 
well  known  habits  in  private  life.  Known  throughout  the 
State  for  many  years  as  one  of  its  ablest  lawyers,  he  has  al- 
ways been  singularly  free  from  any  ambition  for  mere  display. 
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Nothing  has  been  more  absolutely  foreign  to  his  nature^ 
With  a  character  unsullied  by  the  faintest  breath  of  suspic- 
ion or  distrust,  devoid  of  all  pretense,  his  phenomenal  sue- 
cess  was,  in  a  very  large  degree,  due  to  his  own  personal 
qualities.  Placed  at  something  of  a  disadvantage,  as  being- 
the  only  representative  of  his  party  in  the  Executive  Council^ 
his  relations  with  his  associates  have  always  been  marked  by 
great  kindness  and  cordiality.  It  has  been  made  evident  to 
all  that  his  only  ambition  has  been  to  render  the  best  service 
in  his  power  to  the  State.  In  retiring  to  private  life  he  car- 
ries with  him  the  abiding  respect,  the  hearty  good  will,  of 
those  who  have  known  him  best,  regardless  of  party  affilia- 
tions. He  will  always  be  regarded  as  one  of  our  best  gov- 
ernors, and  we  have  had  some  very  excellent  ones. 

The  last  three  months  of  Governor  Boies'  administration 
were  clouded  with  misfortunes  which  have  given  him  the 
deep  sympathy  of  the  people  of  Iowa.  He  was  himself  a 
stricken  invalid,  confined  to  his  room  for  many  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  time  a  beloved  daughter  was  steadily  fading  away. 
She  died  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year. 

Frank  Darr  Jackson  was  born  January  26,  1854,  at  Arcade^ 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  probably  not  more  than  a  dozen 
miles  from  the  birthplace  of  Governor  Boies.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents,  who  settled  at 
Jesup,  Buchanan  County.  When  he  left  the  village  school 
he  became  for  a  time  a  student  in  the  Iowa  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. Later,  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1874.  He  married  Miss 
Annie  F.  Brock  in  1877,  in  1880,  he  settled  in  Greene,  Butler 
County,  entering  into  a  law  partnership  with  C.  N.  Greene. 
He  was  chosen  Secretarv  of  the  Senate  in  1882,  and  re-elected 
in  1884.  In  this  laborious  position  he  won  very  distinguished 
credit.  Upon  an  Iowa  Legislative  chief  clerk  is  devolved 
more  hard  work,  more  care  and  responsibility,  during  his  term 
of  service,  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  public  officers  in  general. 
But  the  place  is  full  of  opportunities  for  acquiring  knowledge 
of  men  and  affairs,  of  rendering  the  State  excellent  service^ 
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and  of  making  friends.  In  this  field  of  usefulness  he  acquitted 
himself  so  well  that  he  was  nominated  in  the  summer  of  1884 
for  secretary  of  State,  the  next  place  below  that  of  Governor. 
In  this  wider  sphere  his  usual  good  fortune  attended  him. 
He  won  "golden  opinions,"  especially  from  the  young  men  of 
the  State.  He  was  three  times  elected  to  this  high  oflSce,  but 
no  sooner  was  his  successor  chosen,  than  he  entered  at  once 
into  an  active  business  career,  disconnected  altogether  from  the 
arena  of  politics.  His  nomination  and  election  to  the  govern- 
orship, which  seemed  quite  foregone  conclusions,  are  fresh  in 
the  public  mind.  He  comes  to  the  highest  office  in  the  State 
in  the  very  prime  of  life,  with  great  personal  popularity,  a 
wide  knowledge  of  men,  unusual  familiarity  with  the  affairs  of 
State,  and  with  hopes  on  every  hand  that  his  administration 
may  be  as  successful  as  that  of  any  of  his  predecessors.  Very 
few  men  of  his  age  have  been  so  remarkably  favored,  and  his 
future  would  seem  to  be  full  of  splendid  opportunities  and 
high  possibilities.  If  the  idea  can  be  true  that  some  men  are 
"men  of  destiny,"  then  Governor  Frank  D.  Jackson  must  in- 
deed  be  one  of  those  rare  favorites  of  fortunes.  Scarcely  an- 
other man  in  our  State  has  up  to  this  time  had  such  a  career 
of  uninterrupted  success. 


THE  STATE  BANK  OF  IOWA. 


In  response  to  our  request  Hon.  Hiram  Price — long  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa,  and  its  faithful  servant  in  many  public  capaci- 
ties, but  who  is  spending  his  last  years  at  the  National  Capital 
— has  prepared  a  historical  sketch  of  the  old  State  Bank  of 
Iowa  which  will  be  found  in  this  numb^  of  The  Annals.  It 
was  particularly  fitting  that  he  should  do  this,  for  he  was  not 
only  one  of  the  foremost  financiers  in  our  State,  but  he  was 
one  of  the  chief  actors  in  organizing  and  conducting  the  State 
Bank  and  its  various  branches.  People  who  were  in  active 
life  in  1858-9-60  too  well  remember  the  disturbed  conditions 
which  prevailed  in  money  matters.  With  the  panic  of  1857 
gold  and  silver  had  well  nigh  disappeared  from  circulation. 
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and  much  of  the  paper  money  was  of  dubious  value.  It  was 
called  "red-dog/'  **wild-cat''  and  "stump  tail"  currency,  and  so 
much  uncertainty  hung  over  it  that  those  into  whose  hands  it 
fell  did  not  care  to  keep  it  very  long.  Manyof  the  "banks" 
whence  it  was  issued  failed  after  thousands  of  dollars  of  the 
worthless  stuff  had  gone  into  circulation.  Times  were  very 
hard,  especially  in  1858,  when  the  crops,  from  long  continued 
rains  and  early  frosts,  were  nearly  as  poor  as  the  money. 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  untoward  state  of  things  the  Legis- 
lature of  Iowa  passed  one  of  the  best  banking  laws  that  ever 
found  their  way  into  the  pages  of  a  statute  book.  Hiram 
Price  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  organizing  the  State  Bank  and 
putting  the  machinery  of  the  law  in  running  order — succeed- 
ing Chester  Weed,  the  first  president.  Even  at  that  early 
day  he  had  acquired  a  character  for  business  capacity  and 
integrity  which  was  above  question.  Whatever  he  vouched 
for  was  deemed  as  good  as  gold. 

We  well  remember  the  feeling  with  which  the  people  every- 
where  greeted  those  handsome  bills  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa. 
It  was  precisely  like  that  which  every  loyal  man  felt  at  the 
sight  of  the  first  "green-back'*  in  the  days  of  the  great  civil 
war.  The  bills  were  pretty — marvels  of  fineness  in  the  way 
of  steel  engraving.  The  best  thing  about  them,  however,  was 
their  abiding  value — equal  always  to  gold.  No  circumstance 
ever  arose  to  impair  their  value  in  the  slightest  degree.  But  at 
last  the  State  Bank  was  wound  up  and  ceased  to  exist.  All 
its  issues  were  redeemed,  gathered  in  and  destroyed — a  gen- 
tleman now  residing  in  Des  Moines  participating  in  this  work. 
We  refer  to  Hon.  William  T.  Smith.  So  effectual  was  this 
destruction  that  collectors  of  curios  have  hard  work  to  find 
one  to-day.  The  Historical  Department  has  been  able  to 
secure — as  a  loan — a  single  $2  Iowa  State  Bank  bill.  This 
would  doubtless  command  five  times  its  face  value  to-day. 

The  State  Bank  was  a  necessity  of  the  times  in  which  it 
existed,  and  in  the  midst  of  much  bad  financiering  it  main- 
tained the  highest  standard  of  faithfulness  and  reliability. 
The  people  of  our  State  may  well  look  back  with  pride  upon 
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that  splendid  institution,  for  in  its  field  of  usefulness  its  exam- 
ple was  only  equalled  by  Iowa  valor  on  bloody  fields. 
But  Mr.  Price  writes  with  a  free  and  ready  pen  of  all  those 
things,  and  his  readers  will  conclude  that,  for  a  man  who  will 
be  eighty  years  of  age  January  10,  1894,  he  wields  a  vpry 
ready  pen. 

Since  writing  the  above  we  learn  from  Hon.  Hoyt  Sherman, 
of  Des  Moines,  that  the  bills  of  the  State  Bank  were  issued  in 
denominations  of  $1,  $2,  $3,  $o  and  $10.  The  prettiest  one 
of  the  lot  was  the  $3  bill — a  denomination  not  at  all  usual  in 
bank  currency.  The  necessity  for  issuing  so  many  small  bills 
arose  from  the  scarcity  of  silver  money.  At  the  outset  Mr. 
Sherman  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  devising  the  engrav- 
ings for  the  steel  plates,  which  were  made  by  Messrs.  Toppan, 
Carpenter  &  Ck).,  engravers,  of  New  York  City.  It  was  the 
work  of  several  days,  in  which  he  had  the  aid  of  Mr.  Toppan, 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  a  gentleman  who  was  an  artist 
in  his  profession.  Mr.  Sherman  was  cashier  of  the  Des 
Moines  branch,  which  duties  he  discharged  until  he  entered 
the  military  service.  We  regret,  as  no  doubt  the  reader  will 
also,  that  a  set  of  these  beautiful  bills — always  worth  100 
cents  on  the  dollar — were  not  saved  from  the  hot  fire  in  which 
they  were  consumed  at  Iowa  City. 


WISCONSIN'S  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS. 


We  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  in  this  number  of  The 
Annals  a  most  interesting  article  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  R.  G. 
Thwaites,  on  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Historical  Collec- 
tions of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Thwaites  is  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  the  successor  of  Dr. 
Lyman  C.  Draper,  who  laid  the  foundations  of  that  great 
work.  Mr.  Thwaites  is  a  man  of  wide  and  thorough  culture 
and  one  of  the  foremost  of  Western  historical  writers.  The 
showing  which  he  makes — though  very  modestly  put  forth — 
is  a  proud  one  for  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  It  dwarfs  not  only 
that  of  every  other  Western  State,  but  in  many  directions 
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all  of  them  put  together.  The  reader  will,  however,  kindly 
bear  in  mind  that  these  magnificent  results  are  the  culmination 
of  fifty  years  of  well-directed  effort.  Work  in  this  direction 
by  most  of  the  surrounding  States  is  of  but  comparatively 
recent  origin.  It  not  only  requires  time  to  develop  such  mag- 
nificent collections,  but  the  moral  and  material  support  of  a 
great  State.  One  man,  as  a  historical  collector  may  even 
rival  such  a  progressive  State  as  Wisconsin — as  in  the  case  of 
the  illustrious  Hubert  Howe  Bancroft  of  California — but  to 
accomplish  this  he  must  possess  both  immense  wealth  and  the 
disposition  to  use  it.  Ordinarily,  this  work  moves  but  slowly, 
for  the  reason  that  it  depends  upon  the  efforts  of  specialists 
who  do  not  have  command  of  the  means  necessary  to  accom- 
plish such  magnificent  ends.  What  Mr.  Thwaites  writes  will 
repay  the  thoughtful  attention  of  our  readers. 


THE  DEATH  OF  JESSICA  BOIES. 

This  sad  event  occurred  at  the  home  of  Gov.  Horace  Boies, 
in  Waterloo,  on  the  first  day  of  the  New  Year.  The  funeral, 
which  was  the  largest  that  ever  occurred  in  that  city  was  at- 
tended from  the  family  residence  on  Thursday,  the  4th  inst 
There  were  present  many  distinguished  persons  from  abroad — 
among  whom  were  Hon.  C.  G.  McCarthy,  Auditor  of  State, 
Gen.  Byron  A.  Beeson,  State  Treasurer,  and  Adjutant  General 
George  Greene;  Hon.  Peter  A.  Dey,  of  Iowa  City;  Hon.  John 
F.  Duncombe,  of  Fort  Dodge;  Judge  Lenehan,  Hon.  M.  M. 
Ham  and  J.  J.  Dunn,  of  Dubuque;  Col.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Clarke,  and  Hon.  N.  M.  Hubbard,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  President 
Schaffer,  of  the  State  University ;  Cato  Sells,  of  Vinton;  mem- 
bers of  the  Governor's  official  staff,  and  others.  The  business 
places  were  closed  and  the  people  of  Waterloo  gave  every 
manifestation  of  their  high  respect  for  the  deceased  and 
their  deep  sympathy  with  Governor  Boies. 

Miss  Boies  was  born  in  Erie  county.  New  York,  nearly  29 
years  ago,  and  removed  with  her  family  to  Waterloo  in  1866, 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  at  Cornell 
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C/ollege,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  and  at  Highland  Park,  Illinois. 
It  has  been  understood  for  some  years  that  her  condition  was 
quite  precarious  from  pulmonary  weakness,  making  her  an  ob- 
ject of  continual  solicitude  to  her  father  and  their  circle  of 
friends.  But  she  kept  up  courage  and  hope,  striving  by  con- 
stant effort  to  regain  her  health.  For  this  purpose  she  spent 
much  time  in  Alabama,  Arizona  and  California.  But  for  the 
past  six  months  she  had  been  constantly  growing  weaker, 
until  the  end  came  on  New  Year's  day. 

Miss  Boies  was  in  Des  Moines  a  portion  of  the  time  during 
her  father's  first  term  as  Governor,  where  her  kindly,  pleasing 
w^ays,  her  winning  smile,  her  rare  intelligence,  and  her  freedom 
from  anything  like  pretension  or  pride  of  position,  made 
friends  of  all  who  met  her.  She  was  a  rare  and  radiant 
woman,  who,  had  she  been  blessed  with  health,  would  have 
shone  conspicuously  in  any  society.  She  met  thousands  of 
people  while  stopping  at  the  Capital,  upon  whom  she  left  only 
the  most  favorable  impressions.  She  is  the  subject  of 
none  but  the  pleasantest  recollections.  Sympathy  with  her 
distinguished  father  is  wide-spread  and  universal. 


ANOTHER  GOLDEN  WEDDING. 


The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  wedding  of  Judge  and  Mrs. 
-George  G.  Wright  was  celebrated  at  their  home  in  Des  Moines, 
on  the  19th  day  of  October  last.  By  a  singular  coincidence  it 
was  also  the  silver  wedding  of  Thomas  S.  Wright,  Esq.,  a  son 
of  Judge  Wright,  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  Western 
lawyers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Wright  were  present,  sharing  in 
the  festivities  of  the  occasion,  and  receiving  the  hearty  con- 
gratulations of  their  friends.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Wright  would 
■seem  to  be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  couples  in  our  State. 
Not  only  have  they  been  * 'blessed  in  basket  and  in  store,"  but 
they  have  raised  a  large  family,  each  individual  member  of 
which  appears  to  be  coming  to  equal  good  fortune.  (And  the 
-Judge  will  not  even  admit  that  he  is  an  old  man !)  Reaching 
our  State  in  the  dawn  of  manhood,  with  scarcely  a  dollar  in  his 
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pocket,  Judge  Wright  was  truly  the  builder  of  his  own  fortunes. 
Blessed  with  learning  and  large  ability — but  much  more  in 
the  possession  of  genial  manners,  great  kindness  of  heart,  the 
finest  social  qualities-^he  has  ever  been  the  idol  of  a  wide  cir- 
cle of  warm  personal  friends.  His  public  services  have  been 
varied  and  to  the  largest  degree  useful  and  patriotic.  He  was 
early  chosen  to  the  Stftte  Senate,  and  later  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State,  where  he  became  Chief  Justice.  After 
retiring  from  the  bench  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  has  thus  filled  two  of  the  highest  places  in  the  gift 
of  his  State,  in  each  instance  adding  to  his  well-earned  fame. 
Mrs.  Wright,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Dibble,  a  prominent 
pioneer  of  southern  Iowa,  has  been  a  most  worthy  partner  of 
her  distinguished  husband,  enjoying  the  cordial  esteem  and 
high  respect  of  the  wide  circle  of  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. The  combined  golden  and  silver  weddings  passed  oflF 
most  pleasantly.  There  were  congratulations  from  hosts  of 
friends,  aflFectionate  letters  from  absent  ones,  with  tasteful, 
precious  presents,  and  all  the  accompaniments  of  such  joy- 
ous occasions.  But  all  this  was  duly  recorded  in  the  daily- 
papers  of  the  next  morning. 


A  VALUED  CORRESPONDENT. 


We  are  sure  that  our  readers  place  a  high  value  upon  the 
articles  which  appear  in  these  pages  from  the  facile  pen  of 
ex-Governor  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter.  He  is  not  only  a  ready  and 
pleasing  writer,  but  there  is  not  his  equal  in  the  newer  part  of 
our  State,  if ,  indeed,  within  its  borders,  in  pioneer  experiences, 
capacity  of  close  observation,  retentive  memory,  or  wide  and 
varied  information.  One  would  of  course  expect  a  man  who 
had  been  the  Governor  of  a  great  State  like  Iowa — so  noted 
for  the  intelligence  of  its  people — to  be  a  man  of  culture.  But 
Governor  Carpenter  is  not  only  well  informed  upon  the  current 
history  of  our  country  and  the  world  at  large,  but  he  is  familiar 
with  the  best  literature  and  the  best  thought  both  of  the  past 
and  present.      Probably  this  is  in  a  great  degree  due  to  the 
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fact  that  he  has  read  The  Atlantic  Monthly  ever  since  the 
appearance  of  the  first  number,  and  The  Neiv  York  Tribune 
from  his  boyhood.  Such  a  course  of  reading — not  referring 
at  all  to  politics — is  a  "liberal  education"  in  the  broadest, 
highest,  most  practical  sense,  and  it  points  the  way  to  paths 
of  knowledge  which  remain  hidden  from  many  a  man  who 
climbs  high  on  the  ladder  of  promotion.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  quite  difficult  to  find  writers  informed  about  Iowa 
and  lowans  before  and  during  the  Rebellion,  we  are  espe- 
cially gratified  to  have  secured  his  most  efficient  aid  in  these 
pages.  So  far  as  his  other  duties  will  admit,  we  are  glad  to 
have  his  promise  to  aid  us  in  the  future.  If  he  is  spared  to 
write  his  recollections  of  pioneer,  army  and  public  life,  we 
are  not  certain  that  this  will  not  be  deemed  his  best  work 
and  his  surest  guaranty  of  a  place  in  history,  useful  and  hon- 
ored as  his  career  has  been. 


JOE  KINTZLEY'S  PENSION. 


During  the  past  year  the  American  Express  Company  set  a 
most  commendable  example  in  awarding  a  pension  to  an 
employe  at  Boone  who  had  spent  nearly  thirty  years  in  its 
service.  The  case  seems  to  us  a  very  interesting  one — worthy 
of  being  made  a  matter  of  record  in  these  pages.  It  shows 
that  fidelity  to  important  trusts — faithfulness  in  small  matters 
as  well  as  in  great — are  not  always  forgotten,  even  by  corpor- 
ations, and  that  several  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Company  are  endowed  with  souls,  though  the 
organization  itself  be  denied  such  a  possession.  Mr.  Joseph 
M.  Kintzley — possibly,  however,  we  had  better  simply  call 
him  "Joe,"  the  name  by  which  he  is  best  known  at  home 
and  by  his  employers — emigrated  from  the  State  of  Indiana 
with  his  parents  in  1854.  The  family  came  through  with  an 
ox  team  and  settled  in  Boonesboro,  as  it  was  then  known. 
The  boy,  who  was  bom  in  1840,  engaged  in  all  sorts  of  out- 
door work,  hauling  pottery  to  Des  Moines,  Fort  Dodge, 
Webster   City   and  other  towns,  and    worked  for   a   time 
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about  one  of  the  early  flouring-mills  at  Boonesboro,  but  in 
the  winter  of  1864-5  was  employed  as  a  messenger  by  the 
Express  Company.  He  traveled  from  the  end  of  the  C.  & 
N.  W.  R.  R.  west  by  stage  to  Sioux  City,  with  occasional 
trips  to  Council  Bluffs.  It  is  reported  that  on  one  occasion 
the  stage  was  turned  over  and  rolled  down  hill.  Some  pas- 
senger averred  that  as  the  coach  started  on  its  wild  career  "Joe" 
made  a  grab  for  his  packages  and  held  them  fast  until  the 
vehicle  brought  up  below.  Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt  and 
nothing  lost.  His  route  was  occasionally  varied  to  other 
points,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required,  but  his  em- 
ployment was  constant,  summer  and  winter,  and  much  of  the 
time  day  and  night.  He  "staged**  awhile  from  Boone  to  Des 
Moines — down  one  day  and  back  the  next.  He  always  rode 
on  the  outside  of  the  coach.  On  one  occasion  only  was  an 
attempt  made  to  rob  the  stage.  This  occurred  a  few  miles 
east  of  Carroll,  but  we  are  unable  to  indicate  the  year.  How- 
ever, about  11  p.  M.,  when  the  full  moon  was  shining  brightly, 
the  coach  had  reached  a  point  where  it  could  not  turn  around 
without  upsetting,  when  four  men  fired  upon  it,  killing  two  of 
the  horses  and  wounding  the  other  pair.  The  driver  jumped 
off  his  seat,  when  the  lead  horses  broke  from  their  fastenings 
and  ran  off  to  the  residence  of  John  H.  Moore,  who  kept  the 
next  stage  station,  a  sort  distance  further  on.  All  the  robbers 
succeeded  in  getting  was  the  driver's  watch  and  $28  in  money. 
The  coach  was  badly  riddled  by  bullets,  the  harness  cut  in 
pieces  and  two  of  the  horses  killed.  Two  wealthy  gentlemen 
from  New  York,  with  a  large  amount  of  money,  were  in  the 
vehicle,  but  by  lying  still  on  the  bottom  they  escaped  injury 
and  molestation.  Something  like  $10,000  was  to  be  sent  by 
this  vehicle,  but  by  an  accident  it  remained  behind,  and  so 
was  not  endangered  by  this  attempted  robbery. 

But  when  the  railroad  reached  the  Missouri  river,  Joe  was 
given  a'  comfortable  express  car  and  the  old  coaches  were  laid 
aside.  Generally  he  served  as  messenger,  but  he  was  a  man 
who  could  be  assigned  to  any  duty.  There  was  no  detail  of 
express  business  in  which  he  was  not  proficient.     At  times 
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for  a  considerable  period  he  kept  the  local  office  in  Boone. 
During  all  these  years  he  had  not  lost  a  dollar  nor  a  parcel  of 
property  entrusted  to  his  care.  In  thirty  years  he  had  been 
off  duty  but  fifty-seven  days — absence  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  or  deaths  of  relatives.  His  record  of  faithful,  competent 
work  was  unbroken.  He  never  married.  His  habits  were 
steady,  temperate.  He  was  frugal,  almosf  miserly,  so  far  as 
his  own  personal  expenses  were  concerned,  dressing  most 
cheaply.  The  legend  says  that  for  many  years  he  did  not  even 
possess  an  overcoat;  but  his  earnings  were  freely  devoted  to* 
relieving  the  needs  of  poor  relatives — his  father,  and  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  They  looked  to  him  for  assistance  quite  as  a 
matter  of  course,  seeming  to  deem  him  capable  of  bearing  al- 
most any  burden.  Yet  he  was  badly  crippled  and  very  lame. 
In  youth  a  "^white  swelling"  upon  one  of  his  knees  had  sadly 
shortened  and  distorted  the  limb.  His  kindness  of  heart  was 
broad  enough  to  take  in  animals,  for  he  was  most  humane  in 
his  care  and  treatment  of  the  company's  horses  whenever  any 
of  them  were  in  his  charge.  And  not  only  was  he  a  faithful 
servant  of  his  employers,  but  those  who  dealt  with  him  always 
found  him  as  careful  of  their  interests.  He  was  a  marvel  of 
promptness  in  the  delivery  of  freights,  especially  of  animals 
and  perishable  property.  His  demeanor  was  such  that  the 
poor,  limping  man  made  every  one  who  knew  him  his  friend. 
One  of  these  friends  suggested  to  the  writer  that  instead  of 
placing  upon  their  cards  or  advertisements  the  portrait  of  a 
bulldog,  the  express  company  might  better  substitute  that 
of  Joe  Kintzley,  as  a  type  of  the  highest  courage,  fidelity 
and  vigilance. 

But  the  years  wore  along — night  work  and  exposure  were 
telling  upon  him — and  last  spring  Mr.  A.  J.  Barclay  and  two 
or  three  other  friends  in  Boone  thought  that  Joe  was  failing 
under  the  strain  resting  upon  him,  that  he  was,  really,  almost 
worn  out.  They  called  the  attention  of  the  Express  Company 
to  the  fact,  and  an  Assistant  Superintendent  was  sent  to  Boone 
to  investigate  the  case.  The  officials  seemed  to  be  aware  that 
they  had  a  very  good  man  at  Boone,  but  so  long  as  everything 
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went  well  no  especial  attention  was  paid  to  him.  The  visiting 
official  looked  the  matter  up  very  thoroughly.  He  found  that 
all  we  have  set  forth  was  true,  and  that  Joe  had  even  expended 
$400  of  his  own  money  in  supplying  the  office  with  fuel,  besides 
keeping  it  in  repair  at  his  own  expense.  But  there  were  at 
least  two  dozen  letters  from  the  Company  to  "Joe"  which  had 
not  been  opened,  much  less  answered.  "Why  this  neglect  ?" 
"Simply,"  said  Joe,  "because  I  am  overworked  and  tired  out, 
and  have  not  had  time  to  open  and  read  them."  Possibly,  from 
their  appearance,  he  may  have  known  they  were  not  important. 
All  necessary  business  had  been  carefully  attended  to. 

This  Superintendent  was  so  impressed  with  Joe's  statements, 
so  pleased  with  the  high  commendation  bestowed  upon  him 
by  the  good  people  of  Boone,  that  he  relieved  him  from  duty 
at  once,  refunded  the  money  he  had  expended  in  the  Com- 
pany's service,  and  recommended  that  the  faithful  man  should 
be  allowed  a  pension  of  836  per  month  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
This  recommendation  was  immediately  carried  into  effect  at 
headquarters,  and  at  this  writing  (Jan.  8,  1894)  Joe  has  been 
several  months  in  receipt  of  his  pension.  One  effect  of  this 
beneficent  action  of  the  American  Express  Company  is  seen 
in  the  improved  appearance  of  Joe  Kintzley.  No  longer  under 
the  severe  strain  of  night  work,  care  and  responsibility,  his 
health  and  personal  apj)earance  have  visibly  improved,  and  he 
seems  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life.  Thus  a  "pension 
case"  was  settled  by  the  investigation  of  one  fair  man,  and 
something  quicker  than  the  average  of  those  which  go  up  to 
Washington.  It  is  not  a  large  honorariuvi  for  a  lifetime  of 
such  laborious  service,  but  it  places  this  faithful  servant 
above  the  reach  of  want,  and  will  enable  him  to  spend  his 
remaining  days  in  ease  and  comfort.  All  honor  to  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Company  for  this  good  example. 
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NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Db.  Thbodobb  DbTab,  who  died  in  Florida,  NoTember  27,  was  a  pioneer 
of  Boone  County,  Iowa,  having  settled  in  Boonesboro  in  1854.  He  was  Cap- 
tain of  Company  "D,"  82d  Iowa  Volunteers,  during  the  war,  and  lost  a  leg  at 
the  battle  of  Nashville.  He  was  a  kind  and  genial  neighbor,  a  steadfast 
friend,  an  excellent  physician,  and  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  that  ever 
went  to  the  front.    He  was  nearly  67  years  of  age. 


JuDOK  Mabtin  D.  MoHbnbt  died  at  Louisville,  Ey.,  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber. He  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature  several  times,  before 
he  removed  to  Des  Moines,  in  1856.  He  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in  central 
Iowa  for  many  years.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of  the  United 
States  Land  OflBce,  at  the  Capital.  He  was  a  pronounced  Democrat  and 
Prohibitionist,  and  a  man  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  87. 

Mbs.  SuicMSB  B.  Hewbtt. — This  excellent  lady,  who  had  a  large  acquaint- 
ance in  this  State,  died  from  an  attack  of  the  prevailing  influenza,  at  her 
residence  in  Santa  Barbara,  California,  on  the  27th  day  of  December  last. 
Mrs.  Hewett  was  born  at  Blaehill,  Maine,  December  9, 1827.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Hewett  at  the  same  place,  October  22,  1854.  The  couple  came 
to  Iowa  in  February,  1855,  settling  on  a  farm  a  mile  and  a  half  northwest 
of  the  present  city  of  Eagle  Grove.  Mr.  Hewett  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
who  laid  out  the  town  at  the  time  the  N.  VV.  Ry.  reached  that  locality.  He 
held  the  office  of  Judge  of  Wright  County,  and  was  at  one  session  of  the 
Lfegislatnre  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  State  Senate.  He  also  served  a 
term  in  the  House  and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Board.  For  a  long  time  in  pioneer  days  this  was  one  of  the  most  hospit- 
able homes  in  northwestern  Iowa,  where  the  lone  wayfarer  was  always  sure 
of  a  hearty  welcome,  and  more  especially  during  a  winter  blizzard.  Mrs. 
Hewett  held  the  office  of  Postmistress  many  years,  beginning  when  the 
mail  was  carried  on  horseback  once  a  week,  and  continuing  until  it  came 
several  times  a  day  by  the  railroad.  A  few  years  ago  Mr.  Hewett  built  a  res- 
idence at  Santa  Barbara,  where  they  have  since  spent  their  winters.  They 
are  remembered  with  great  respect  and  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them. 


Ebastus  G.  Moboan,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Fort  Dodge,  died  in 
Chicago  on  the  4th  of  October.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
January  31,  1829,  and  removed  to  Fort  Dodge  in  1855.  He  built  the  first 
brick  house  in  Fort  Dodge  the  next  season.  In  1857  he  was  elected  County 
Treasurer,  holding  the  office  two  terms.  He  was  for  many  years  a  trustee 
of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Independence,  and  was  an  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  building  committee  during  tb*e  period  of  the  erection  of  the  first 
buildings.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  afterward  cashier  and  presi- 
dent, of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fort  Dodge.  In  1877  Mr.  Morgan  was 
deputy  Treasurer  of  State  under  Hon.  G.  W.  Bemis,  and  afterwards  for 
many  years  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners.  He  was 
an  excellent  business  man,  and  filled  with  ability  and  fidelity  the  various 
important  positions  conferred  upon  him.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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Hon.  Jbbemiah  H.  Mubphy  died  at  his  Washington  residence,  on  the  Uth 
of  December,  1893.  He  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  February  19, 1836.  In 
1849  his  father  moved  his  family  to  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1852  settled  in  Iowa  Coanty,  in  this  State,  .on  a  claim  lying  near  Old  Man*8 
creek.  Jeremiah  Murphy  was  then  seventeen  years  of  age,  a  strong,  ener- 
getic lad,  and  with  a  younger  brother  to  drive  the  two  yoke  of  ox«n,  they 
broke  up  80  acres  of  prairie  the  first  summer.  In  the  winter  following,the 
boys  made  enough  rails  and  stakes  to  build  an  old-fashioned  "worm  fence" 
around  a  quarter  section  of  the  new  farm.  In  1854  Jeremiah  entered  the 
Law  Department  of  the  State  University,  at  Iowa  City,  and  completed  a 
three  years  course.  He  then  secured  a  position  in  the  law  office  of  William 
Smyth,  of  Marion,  and  a  few  months  later  was  admitted  to  practice.  He 
soon  after  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  M.  Martin,  of  Marengo,  where  the 
firm  carried  on  a  successful  business  for  nine  years,  when  Mr.  Murphy  re- 
moved to  Davenport.  He  was  always  an  ardent  Democrat,  atid  was  a  dele- 
gate from  Iowa  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  1864  and  again 
in  1868.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  from  Scott  Coanty, 
serving  four  years.  In  1876  he  was  nominated  for  Congress  against  the 
veteran  Republican  leader,  Hon.  Hiram  Price,  but  was  defeated  at  the  elec- 
tion. In  1881  Mr.  Murphy  was  again  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  thi? 
time  was  elected  to  Congress,  serving  four  years.  His  principal  work  in 
that  body  was  the  promotion  of  the  Hennepin  canal  scheme,  for  the  suc- 
cess of  which  he  worked  with  untiring  zeal.  He  never  ceased  his  labor  until 
an  appropriation  was  secured  for  that  great  project  which  is  to  connect 
Lake  Michigan  with  the  Mississippi  river.  He  Won  a  national  reputation 
as  the  chief  promoter  of  the  Hennepin  canal,  and  lived  to  see  the  great 
work  inaugurated  by  act  of  Congress. 

Hon.  Samuel  A.  Russell,  one  of  the  well  known  pioneers  of  Washington 
county,  Iowa,  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Nebraska,  September  28.  He 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md., November  21, 1816,  went  to  Ohio  when  a  yonng 
man  and  read  law  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  afterwards  Lincoln ^s  War  Sec- 
retary during  the  rebellion.  In  1846  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  Legislature 
as  a  Whig  and  served  two  terms.  In  1850  he  settled  in  Washington  county, 
Iowa,  and  in  1853  was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  In  1856  he  was  chosen 
one  of  the  Presidential  Electors  on  the  Republican  ticket.  When  the  re- 
bellion broke  out  he  raised  a  company  of  which  he  was  made  captain  and 
joined  the  25th  regiment;  but  was  compelled  to  resign  the  first  year  on 
account  of  failing  eyesight.  He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in 
1863  and  acquired  an  unenviable  notoriety  by  making  an  abusive  attack 
upon  Annie  Wittenmeyer,  the  grand  woman  who  had  charge  of  the  sanitary 
work  for  Iowa  soldiers  in  the  field.  The  Washington  Press  says  of  this  sin- 
gular man:  "Though  a  man  of  the  most  violent  passions,  irascible,  abrupt, 
severe,  he  yet  had  a  kind  heart  and  lots  of  good  streaks  and  traits.  He  was 
loyal  to  friends,  a  good  lover  and  an  equally  good  hater.  One  has  to  pity 
with  a  sore  heart  the  sad  life  of  the  lonely  old  man.  In  his  prime,  he  waa 
a  holy  terror  in  debate.  His  wit  had  rattlesnake  fangs,  and  when  he  struck 
an  adversary  in  discussion,  not  even  whisky  could  save  him  from  theeffecta 
of  Russell's  awful  bite."  r  "^^^l^ 
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Bbnton  J.  Hall,  of  Burlington,  died  at  his  home  on  the  6tb  of  January. 
He  was  the  only  son  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Hall,  who  was  one  of  the  ablest  legislators 
and  lawyers  in  Iowa  thirty  years  ago.  The  son  graduated  from  Miami 
Uniyersity  in  1866,  and  at  once  began  his  law  studies  in  his  father's  office. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State  in  1867.  He  was 
City  Solicitor  of  Burlington  when  a  young  man,  and  in  1872  was  elected  to 
the  lower  house  of  the  Iowa  Legislature.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
revision  of  the  statutes  and  the  enactment  of  the  Code  of  1873.  In  1881 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  and  during  his  term  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  ablest  members  of  that  body.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  for  Congress 
and  elected,  being  the  first  Democratic  Representative  from  that  District 
in  thirty  years.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland,  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  and  conducted  the  affairs  of  that  office  with  distin- 
guished ability  to  the  end  of  his  term.  The  Burlington  Hawkeye  says  of 
him:  "Among  men  of  his  own  years,  he  was  universally  accorded  the  high- 
est station  as  a  lawyer,  citizen,  statesman  and  gentleman;  by  the  men  of 
younger  years,  who  grew  up  from   boyhood  under  his  own  eye,  he  was  * 

looked  up  to  as  a  model  of  every  ennobling  grace  of  mind  and  character. 
As  a  lawyer  he  was  distinguished  for  his  discriminating  and  logical  mind. 
He  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  law,  and  at  the  bar  stood  pre-eminent.  He 
always  treated  an  opponent  with  courtesy;  bitterness  had  no  place  in  his 
heart,  or  public  utterances.  Mr.  Hall  was  learned  in  geological  lore,  and 
assisted  at  one  time  in  the  prosecution  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  geolog- 
ical surveys  ever  made  in  Iowa.  He  also  contributed  largely  to  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  published  records."  He  was  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  intellec- 
tual powers  when  prostrated  by  the  illness  which  terminated  his  life  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine. 

Hon.  Hawkins  Taylob,  a  well  known  pioneer  lawmaker  of  Iowa,  died  at 
his  residence  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  15th  of  November.  He  was 
born  in  Barren  County,  Ky,,  November  15,  1811,  and  died  on  his  eighty- 
second  birthday.  In  1886  he  came  to  Iowa,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Wis- 
consin Territory,  and  settling  in  Lee  County,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  West  Point.  In  1838  he  was  chosen  to  the  House  of  the  first 
Territorial  Legislature  of  Iowa.  In  1857  he  became  Mayor  of  Keokuk,  and 
was  instrumental  in  projecting  many  important  public  enterprises  forbuild- 
ingup  that  city.  He  was  a  delegate  from  Iowa  to  the  convention  at  Chicago 
which  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency  in  1860.  He  was  appointed 
Postoffice  Inspector  for  Kansas  by  President  Lincoln  in  1863,  aud  held  this 
position  until  1865.  During  this  time  he  also  served  on  the  Commission 
with  Judge  Charles  Sherman,  the  brother  of  Senator  Sherman,  and  Colonel 
Russell,  who  were  appointed  to  settle  the  claims  preferred  against  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  Home  Guards  of  Missouri.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Wash- 
ington, D,  C,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  Hawkins  Taylor  proba- 
bly had  a  wider  acquaintance  with  Iowa  men  and  Iowa  history,  than  any 
other  man  living,  with  the  exceptions  of  Theodore  S.  Parvin  and  George  G. 
Wright.  He  never  lost  his  interest  in  our  State,  and  has  written  historical 
sketches  of  early  days  in  Iowa  for  the  public  journals  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  It  is  known  to  his  friends  that  he  had  a  large  amount  of  manu- 
script ready  for  the  press  before  his  death,  relating  to  his  recollection 
of  Iowa  men  and  affairs  of  pioneer  days.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


344  ANNALS  Of  IOWA. 

arrangement  may  be  made  for  the  publication  of  these  yaluable  writings, 
that  will  preset  ye  them  for  history  in  the  fnture. 

Gbn.  Datus  E.  CooNf  a  distinguished  Iowa  soldier,  was  accidentally  killed 
near  San  Diego,  California,  on  the  17th  of  December.  He  was  an  old  time 
editor  in  Iowa,  having  started  the  first  paper  in  Mitchell  connty,  in  1855. 
In  1857  he  established  the  first  paper  published  at  Mason  City.  When  the 
rebellion  broke  out  he  was  authorized  by  Gov.  Kirk  wood  to  raise  a  com- 
pany for  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry.  He  was  commissioned  captain  of 
Company  I,  was  soon  after  promoted  to  Major,  and  finally  became  Colonel 
of  that  famoas  regiment.  He  was  a  gallant  and  able  officer,  winning  the 
confidence  of  his  men,  as  well  as  that  of  his  superiors  in  command,  and 
was  brevetted  Brigadier  General  before  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  provisional  legislature  of  Alabama  during  the  reconstmc- 
tion  period,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Consul  to  Babaoa,  Cuba,  by  Pres- 
ident Hayes.  In  1878  he  went  to  San  Diego,  as  superintendent  of  the  Chi- 
nese Exclusion  Law,  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  tragic  death, 
by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  revolver  in  the  hand  of  a  friend. 

Ph(ebs  E.  MEBiOLE,one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  northwestern  Iowa,  died 
at  her  home  in  Webster  county  in  October  last.  She  was  born  near  Bing- 
hamton,  N.  Y.,  November  11, 1820.  She  was  married  to  Jacob  Mericle  in 
1841.  In  the  spring  of  1849  the  young  couple  started  west  to  make  a  new 
home.  They  traveled  by  canal  and  steamboat  by  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  up  to  Keokuk.  From  there  they  hired  a 
team  to  convey  them  to  the  "Raccoon  Forks,"  where  they  found  but  two 
families  living  on  the  site  of  the  future  capital  of  the  State.  They  went 
up  the  Des  Moines  valley  to  the  mouth  of  Boone  river,  reaching  that  point 
on  the  first  of  May,  1849.  There  was  but  one  other  family  living  north  of 
Boone  county  at  the  time  they  settled  at  this  place.  The  country  was  as 
new  and  wild  as  when  Columbus  discovered  America.  Buffalo,  elk,  deer, 
panthers  and  wolves  were  its  only  occupants,  besides  the  Indians.  The 
streams  swarmed  with  beaver,  otter  and  mink.  The  nearest  mill  was  at 
Three  Rivers,  in  Warren  county.  The  only  teams  in  that  new  country  were 
oxen,  three  yoke  of  them  making  the  ordinary  road  or  breaking  team.  The 
Indians  were  lawless  and  helped  themselves  to  any  of  the  property  of  the 
few  white  settlers  to  which  they  took  a  fancy.  The  whites  were  powerless 
to  prevent  any  of  these  outrages.  It  took  a  courageous  woman  in  those 
days  to  face  the  dangers  of  the  frontier  settlements;  but  Mrs.  Mericle  was 
courageous  and  never  flinched  when  great  perils  surrounded  them.  It  is 
one  of  the  lasting  reproaches  to  our  Goverement  that  the  Mericle  family 
were  dispossessed  of  their  homestead  which  had  been  settled  upon  by  them 
long  before  it  was  surveyed.  They  were  granted  a  patent,  the  highest  title 
the  Government  can  give  to  its  public  land,  but  the  courts  set  it  aside  and 
by  an  act  of  infamy  dispossessed  the  honest  settlers  and  conveyed  it  to  the 
grantees  of  a  foreign  corporation.  The  Mericles  beaten  after  half  a  life- 
time of  expensive  litigation,  were  driven  from  their  home  and  impover- 
ished in  their  old  age.  "Mother  Mericle''  passed  away  after  a  heroic,  al- 
most life-long  struggle  with  hardships  and  wrongs  which  embittered  her 
last  days. 
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B  9UIBJJ  O;  UOI4a9AUOD  B  JO  J9qUI9UI    jnj9Sn  B    Uliq  95(BUI  pjnoM 

X^iiiqB  iU9piA9  puB  9:>u9U9dx9  siq  ^Bq;  P99j3b  ijB  9yv\  *Xbp 
9q;  3uunp  uiiq  pui  pBq  X9p9S  puB  S4J9A3  q;oq  puB  'X^unoD 
XpunjQ    luojj   9;b39pp  9q;   sbav   uos>|4BQ  Jj^      ^DuaSijp^ui 

)U9piA9     Siq     pUB     X)tIBUOSJ9d      9AISS9jduiI     siq     q)IAV      >[Dnj)S 

SBAV  9H  '^WS  ^H^  o^^!  p9Aoiu  Xja^Bj  pBq  oqAv  *uos^4B13 
d  3  uoH  *93poQ  ;joj  ui9Dy}o  puBj  9q4  ^b  piu  Xjsno!A9-id 
pBq  J9;uAv  9qx  '^}\\  oqqnd  jo  S9i;np  9q4  o;  p9;ms  U9iu  9q4 
JO  93p9iMOu>[  9ini|  SBAV  9J9q)  's^uBjSiiuiui  )U9D9J  Xq  p94B|ndod 
'pu)sip  93jb[  9q;  m  sb  i  ;d999B  pfnoAv  9q  p9)Butuiou  sbav  9q  }i 
4Bq;  9DirBjnssB  Xub  q;iAv  ioj  9)oa  p|noD  9av  luoqAv  o;  sb  9sojb 
uoi;s9nb  sq;  U9qx  ,/I^^P  V^^  "^  "!  P^^w^o^  „  ^  o;  p9)UBM  9q 
^Bq;  piBS  Xi3ui)B)iS9qiin  9q  puB  '9sodjnd  jno  uiiq  o^  p9)S9SSns 
^A\  l^IJ^sip  9q4  UI  XjunoD  snojndod  ;soui  9q4 — ^X^unoD  9))9Xbj 
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1110JJ  3ApB4U3S9jd3J  QJOS  ^q)  SBM  OqAV  pUB  'X^pag*  JO  QUl^U  dVfl 

Aq  UBUi  B  SBM  sd^B^dpp  ^q;  Suoiuv      ua^o  jno  jo  aj^pipuBD 
-B  SuiABq  Xq  9J^q  b  sSuipddoojd  3qi  uaAjius  iSB9j  ;b  pjnoM  ;; 

popnpUOD    pUB  'J9AO    J9WBU1    9q;    p3>IlBl  J9^IiM  3qi    pUB    S^JQAg 

BJopig  JO  *j3)S3qoui^  j)  g  jo  duiBU  sq^  ;u9S9jd  o;  pasodoad 
XjunoD  uipjBjj  luojj  uoi;B§3pp  3qi  iBq)  ^daoxs  'uopBuiiuou  aq; 
joj  Q^BpjpuBo  p9JB[09p  ou'XijB^j  SBM  9Jdq)  ^Bq^  punoj  3M  p9AUaB 
pBq  s^punoD  ;u9J3yip  ^q;  uiojj  ss^BSapp  ovfl  uaqM  Suiujoui  ^xsu 
oqjL  SuiusAS  3qi  ui  a^B]  Bjop|3  ;b  Suiaujb  'suiBjd  pspps 
XpsjBds  udq;  sq;  ssojob  9AOjp  sm  'sdubX^auod  diuBs  ^q)  Sui 
-XdnDDQ  IH^PM  -"^J  ^xojd  b  pBq  osjb  oqM  -X^unoD  uo;|iuib jj 
uiojj  d^BJIdpp  sq;  's^j^Ag  ubSjo^  Xq  pauiof  sbm  3q  ^J^H 
•UGOU  4B  X)Q  J9)sqd^  jb  p^aijjb  puB  'uopuQAUOD  3q;  3ui 
-poDQjd  Xbp  3q;  jo  Suiujoiu  3qi  Bjopjg  joj  aSpoQ  yoj  jjqi  ^h 
'9U99jr)  puB  ;pioqiunj{  joj  sdixojd  pBq  puB  *j9;sq3^  uiojj 
9)cS9pp  sq;  SBM  J94UM  sq^  'UipJBJJ  ;d9DX3  *p9;U9S3jd3J 
Xjinj  9J9AV  lusqj  jo  9uou  ;Bq;  sbm  QDuanbssuoD  9qx  sdub 
-Xqauod  9)BAijd  Xq  )d9DX9  BJopi3  qDB9J  oi  Xbav  ou  sbm  dJdq; 
QSjnoD  JO  ippquinH  puB  au^QjQ  'Xjo^g  'auoog  *j9;sq3^ 
')q3u^  'uoijituBH  *u!pjBfi  'Xpunjg  *uq>iuBjj -'jspna  'jqui 
-ojg  'sw^Xbj  :s9iiunoo  3uiavoj|Oj  3q;  }o  pssoduioD  *p;j) 
-siQ    |Buo)BU9S    9q)   luojj   uopusAUO^    jBuoijnipsuo^   9;b;s 

9q4  O)  S9)bS9PP    joj    9)BpipUBD    B  9)BUIUJOU    O^    BJOp|3    ^B   ppq 
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•NOIXVNIWON    V   ONINIlDHa 


UBUO^siq  9jn;nj  9qi  o; 
^9sn  JO  9q  o;  Xjqissod  'pjoD9J  9q;  uodn  p9DBid  9q  \\\/a  90U9Dsiu 
-IUI3J  J9q;ouB  ,/ujnssoj,  9q;  puB  p99Ja  jibjj  9qx ,,  }o  Xjo^s 
9q;  9)UM  jijM  'luiq  U9>ibsjoj  ;ou  SBq  Xjoui9ui  9soqA\  puB  *o3b 
SJB9X  Xyy  ^^  3jD9p  uo  „  SBM  oqM  *X;uno2)  99q  ui  9uo  9uios  jj 

uiBA  UI  U99q  9ABq  ;ou  i|iM  ;u9;u[  9qi  'bmoj  jo  q;iB9MUOUl 
-uiOD  )BdjS  siq;  jo  uopBuiJoj  oq;   ui  d9;s  iBpiui  ;uB;joduii  ub 
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uo  ;q3!i  jo  abj  b  Mojq;  pjnoqs  'ud^uM  ^ABq  i  ^BqM  jj  'usoq 
3ABq  4Bq;  sSuiq^^q;  Suoiub  aq  XjqBqojd  \,  s^v  ^^^  »»  ^H^  ^^!T 

'IJIM  *J3;BJ  jo  JdUOOS  *XlJBJ3U33  S30BJ  UBipUJ  3qi  pUB  '9DUBJOu3l 

;u9iopui  J3AO  ifBA^id  isniu  Xjjsnpui  ^usSjip^uj  ,/3AiAjns  n^qs 
;s9;4y  „  9q^  ^^q;  '^l^J  Jo  psurepjo  *33JD9p  SApBJ^duii  ub  si  3J3qx 
I  s30U3nb3suoD  sq;  lysAB  pjnoM  jo  pjnoD  oq^  lou  jjim  UBtpoj 
3q; 'XidiuoD  jjim  ubuj  s^iqAv  3qj^  'uiosoq  sq;  uo  X|pi  p^piof 
;ou  puB  'Xj;snpui  sAipB  ui  qvoj  psqopj^s  aq  ^sniu  pUBq  ^qx 
:  suopipuoD  uo  3jqBjiBAB  9J9M  uiojpjdq)  sSuiss^iq  Dq;  'surejd 
)BdjS  3S3q;  oi  X;iipj3j  jnjJspuoM  B  qDns  3uiaiS  ui  ^sodjnd  f 
pBq  (,,;ijids  4B3J9  „  jpq;)  jo^b^j^  sq;  jj  's^uaui^snuiB  iBqtq. 
siq  JO  3UJOS  JO  3SBqD  sqi  ui  3q  ;i  'ssQjun  ja^^Bj  aqj  sjdpjd  ^q 
'SuiXp  JO  Suiop  SI  uiiq  q^-iM  uopsanb  aq;  udqM  :  3SJ9AB  si  UBipuj 
3q;  siq)  ox  Aj^snpui  injiii>{s  Xq  Xjuo  jnpsn  spBui  3jb  spuB| 
jpqX  'J^pusjjns  Xaq;  )BqM  joj  ^uDjBAinbs  sjb  UBqj  djoui  suoi). 
-Bjspisuoo  uJ9q;  o\  Suu^pudJ  ')Udui99jSB  |Bn;nuj  Xq  ;i  wmboB 
;nq  '^ssnbuoD  Xq  uisq;  uiojj  puBj  ou  s^jb;  9^  *uj9q)  pjBM 
-Oi  iBjaqij  'si  puB  'uD3q  SBq  ^usuiujqaoq  jno  jo  Xoqod  ^qj^ 
•U3U1  p^zqiAiD  uBq;  j^q^BJ  suBipuj  p3|iods  3uiO09q  X^q^  np. 
d)BJoiJ9pp  Xoqi  's9;iqM  SuuoqqSpu  sq;  jo  ssniJiA  9q;  jo  m3>j 
puB  *s9oiA  9q;  JO  XuBui  3uiqiquii  'js^^sq  jo  JdqSiq  3uiq;Xue 
joj  uopBJidsB  JO  *9pijd  ;snf  Xub  ;noq;iAV  'sjij  ^uajopui  ub 
3uojB  3Bjp  Xaq;  *sj9iq3  AVB^ooq^  duios  puB  ung  3up;is  *3inj{ 
-09^  3>l!I  s9DUB)sui  lA^}  B  UI  ^dsDx^  •X^ijBnpiAipui  ^noq^i^ 

•QJIJ  JO  QUBjd  )S9AiO[ 

9q;  9AoqB  dn  lusq;  pfoq  pjnoM  ;Bq;  j^pBJBqD  jo  s;ibj^  Xue 
JO  pioAQp  9JB  aprnpinui  ^bsjS  9qi  )nq  *)BqM9uios  J9Jt)ip  soqujL 
•uopnfos  s;i  joj  sjn^nj  sq;  uo  jibm  ^snui  ;Bqi  uisjqojd  b  si  'sHiq 
XjB}ip9J9q  JO  90U9nuui  9qi  jdpun  ssq]  '33b)s  9q;  uodn  ouiod^ 
sjoss3DDns  puB  Xbmb  passBd  3ABq  HBqs  uoi)BJdU93  )U9S9jd  9q^ 
9JOj9q  'pooquBui  3uip3ds3J-j[9s  puB  jnj3sn  b  o^ui  psuuojsuBJj. 
puB  pDAOjduii  'psuiB;  sq  ubd  X|ibj9U93  suBipui  3q^  J^V^HM 

•p9urB3  3ABq  o;  pdsoddns 
9J3M  Xaq;  )BqAv  ^soj  puB  spupsui  iBqui  3uoj;s  Jpqi  Xq  duioo- 
-J3AO  U93q  3uiABq  *uMo  jpqi  o;  ]^uiujnpj  uo  Xubuj  'pduuojai 
XpuQjBddB  puB  p3)Bonp3  U33q  3ABq  oqM  *s;u9pnis  ^q^  3aouie 
U3Ag      jjps  suBipui  9JB  XBp-o^  ssBUi  ;b3j3  sq^  *o;9 's^iouiuj^s; 
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-X3  sq^  H^FM  '-^luiB^JSO  'psdoq  Xjpuoj  u»9q  pBq  unq^  sssj  jbj 
^nq  f  ssdDDns  ou  u^oq  SBq  dJdq;  Xbs  o;  dni^un  3q  pinoM  ^i  puB 
'i94DBiBqD  uiiq  9Ai3  puB  UBipuj  3q;  QAOiduii  o;  dpBui  us^q  SABq 
s^jojyd  )Bdj3  *Suu3pisuoD  U99q  9ABq  I  X;B9i;  sq;  jo  9iun  3q; 
oq^  douig  s^Dupsui  XjB^ipsJsq  siq  o;  ^udJoqqB  sbm  *3oq  b  q^iM 
q)jB9  3q;  3uiApp  Xq  ji^suiiq  jo  MBnbs  b  q^buj  p|noqs  *sjdq)B9j 
poB  ;93|UBiq  pa^uiBd  XjibS  siq  u;  '^iDnq  pnojd  b  ;Bqi  Bspi  9qx 
'p^pddq  sp^q  ;nq  o^  paus^sq  XjjnjiDsdssi  sbav  aoiApB  sqx  '^}\\  }0 

SyOjlUOD  Jpq^  3SB3JDU!  X^BSjS  pUB'lIA3  lUOJJ  UJ9q;  d99>[  pjnoM 

uopBdnoDO  s^insjnd  jBu^sripui  sq;  ui  ^SbSuq  o;  XnBiDodss 
^nq  'XjqB»DB9d  9Aq  o;  Xjuo  ^ou — 3DiApB  Xjpui>[  siuos  uisq;  3ab3 
j^uoissiuiiuo^  3q)  '3sop  3q;  ;v  '-^^P  ^m*  ^^  ^^  ^•'^  ^^H^  '^^-^ 
-iOD  3JB  s^joddj  ji  puB  *;u3puDd3pui  QuiBD^q  X^q^  snqjL  uiaq^ 
p^qsiujnj  spuBi  Jpq;  }o  3jbs  3qi  puB  's^ubav  dsdq;  X|ddns  o; 
SUB91U  p3iinbdJ^I  •|iiAv  ^B  MBjp  pfnoD  Xaqi  qDiqAV  uiojj  sSuiq; 
9Sdq)  JO  9ui2b3bui  b  X(ddns  o;  p^iJBj  pBq  'usyo  os  o;  p^n^pj 
Xsq;  uioqM  ./^uidg  ^b^jq  „  Jpqi  s^^qo^Bq  *sdBj)  *uoi;[unuiuiB 
*siuJB  p9)UBM  XsqjL  'pnojd  os  3J3m  Xsq;  qoiqM  jo  sq^j;  )B3jS 
jpq;  JO  sqiuq  dq;  uo  SuiSuBq  sdpi^JB  pspddu  9Sdq)  puy  )ou 
pip  Xsq;  puB  'sDiBDs  Suiiuoodq  sjsav  s|buiiub  jo  sui>is  9qx 

•SQSOoddBd  puB  sAVBnbs  jpq;  jo  3sn  sq; 
joj  sdJ)uiq3  puB  s^q^op  puB  's9ABjq  jpq;  joj  sid^UBfq  p9p9du 
^m  SS^I  3uiU10D9q  SBM  9uibS  j^hbujs  puB  *p9JB9ddBSip  pBq 
opsj^nq  9q;  jnq  *avojjb  puB  Moq  3q;  q^iM  u9uis>|jbui  inj[ji>is 
9J3M  Xaq;  puB  *;ooj  jo  yiAvs  ui9q;  apBui  pBq  ^^  ^uidg  ^bdjq  „ 
»qj^  'pui^  diuos  JO  ^usiujBi  puB  pooj  papssu  puB  UBuinq  9J9av 
ifoqjL  Xjddns  ^ou  pjnoD  s^iqBq  ^u^jopui  jpq;  puB  ssBqo  aq^ 
qoiqM  's^UBM  o;  ssu  SuiaiS  'sJoqqSpu  a^iqM  jpq;  luojj  s^iqBq 
psMOJJoq  pBq  Xsq;  *s3Dipnfojd  9ai)bu  jpq;  ui  ssu^^ui  u^s 
qSnoqx  'suBipuj  ^q^  joj  X^Bpadss — pdUJ^ouoD  jjb  joj  3uo  poo3 
B  SBAV  ureSjBq  9qx  n^  ^^  Xjsqqoi  ou  sbm  ^j  j^ziq^BduiXs 
{B)U9Uii)U9s  9U10S  sXbs  ,/Xj3qqoj  ;Bq^  „  'qjob  ub  s;u9d  (^i) 
uioj}  iBj  Xj^a  ^ou  pip  pasBspj  puBj  ^vfl  JO  ^u3uiuj9A09  3q; 
o))soo  3qx     'qsiuiuiip  sj^quinu  jpq;  sb  XijBnpiAipui  *os  sjoiu 

SuiUIODOq   ')U9pU9d9pUI  Xj9A  UI3q)  SpBUI  *S3DJnOf?9J  snoiA3jd  Oi 

psppB  'siqjL   '^luoDu;  pd)B;s  b  dAu^p  o;  3i3M  Xaq;  qoiqM  uiojj 

•VAVOI    dO   SIVNNV  901^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


'XisM  \er\sn  sq;  ui  p9)S9Aui  ^q  o;  qjoiu  jo  sjB|iop  uoiniai 
B  ;noqB  3uiab3|  'psquosQp  ^jojaq  sb  pquib^j^dsb  s^qap  jpvfl  jo 
;unouiB  sq;  pspnpap  ^q  o^  sbm  uins  siq;  luoj j  'bavoi  ui  spuB] 
jO  Xpoq  9jpu9  jpqi  Suiqsmbuipj  joj  'lu^q;  pDAvojjB  sJBjiop 
pUBsnoq;  Xyg  puB  psjpunq  3ApM)  jo  ^DUBjBq  Xsuoui  b  puB 
'Qiuoq  9jn;nj  apq;  sb  sbsub^i  ui  uidq;  pauSissB  aq  o;  sbm  'uoi^ 

-BAJQS3^  JO  *pUBI  JO  PBJ)  UBUIS  V        UOpnjOS  XsB3  JO  Jd^BUI  B 

duiBOsq  p^fqns  9ioqM  sq;  )Bq)  os  'jquoissjuiiuo^  dq;  Xq  pd)U9S 

-9jd  SB  *iU3UIUJ9A09  9Vp  JO  UOpiSOdojd  3qi  JO  JOABJ  UI  dn  p3>IJOM. 

U99q  pBq  )U9uii)U9s  Dijqnd  y  psSuBJJB  uoos  9J3a\  sjnq^p 
pUB  suiJd)  sqx  s^qij)  9i\%  jo  J3|q3  pB3H  ^^  ^o^d  siq  pduinssj 
>in3io9^  'pjBAUOj  ;q3nojq  sbm  sssuisnq  jb^j  3q;  puB  *J9ao  sj^m 
sdABjq  puB  sj3jq3  9q;  Xq  Xjo^bjo  jo  soudDSdJom^  siqj  J^^JV 

'p9|BdA9JUn  }9X 

S9iJ3;sXm  JO  Xja^sXui  b  ui  3>iijb  ^sof  qjb  sn  jo  \\y  -sjaqAv  jpqj 
JO  udqM  jpq;  'jsq^iqAv  jpq)  JO  dOUdqM  jpq)  )ou  jaou^  ^/^ 
^/ssdjdxd  o)  9iqB  dJB  dM  uBq^dJOui  sJBXdqi  'uidq;  jo  ^Bdds  puB 
uidq;  3JBiD3p  pjnoM  9AV  ji  „  *93babs  JO  ;uBABS  'u^d  siq  o)  Jiuiq 
B  puy  uoos  j|iM  ,,  uiiB3^  ^^IS  »♦  ^H^  sjdujs^B  J9A9oqM  ;ng 
'suid[qojd  injj^puoAv  ;no  ;q3noJM  SBq  *9jn;BU  uiojj  ;uiq  b  3ui>ibj 
'90U3PS  ^  Mou>i  s3op  oqM  £  sn  uiojj  Jayip  X^q;  op  upjdq^ 
•Mou>i  ^^"  P?P  ^^^}  "^^9,  'sdBqj^d  'uisq;  j3ao  SuusAoq  ^uidg 
;b9J9  jpq;  jo — usoiqD^BM  uBipjBnS  sb  '^qSipp  Suu^puoM 
JO  pui^  B  q;iA\  'sjB^s  9qi  jo — uiaq;  joj  ^pBui  q3noq;  sb  'uoouj 
9q}  puB  uns  9q;  jo  pa^ijB;  Xsqj^  •uopBzqiAp  pd^sBoq  jno  jo  mbs 
9q)  puB3XB3q;  Xq'sXBp  js^bj  ui  paXoj^sap  u^aq  hbXjjb^u  9ABq 
X^qi  *Xbs  o^  pBg  'suoiAnjiB  jsSjbj  sq;  \\e  uo  sjsquinu  ^sba 
UI  poo^s  ;Bq;  's^nujBAv  puB  S9jouibdXs  iB3j3  9q;  jo  Xj^Bp^ds^ 
puB  *suiB9j;s  sq;  pdJdpjoq  ;Bq;  sdAOj3  9q;  jo — sujb9J)s  Suiu 
-unj  puB  s3uijds  aq^  jo— sjSMoy  3uiuiooiq  q;iAV  uosBds  aq;  jo 
sq;uouiJ9^jB  9q;  ui  Xb3  *u99j3  jo  sMOpB9Ui  )B9j3  Jpq;  JO  pd^pq 

^^m.  'S9i;nB9q  J9q  p9;Bp9jddB  pUB  9Jn^BU  JO  SJ9AOI  9J9M 
SUBipUJ  9q;  XpU9piA3     'UOpBDJBU19p  JO  X;iBJ9A9S  JO  9Uq  9l3uiS 

B  Xq  p9J9puiqun  *93ubj  ss9|pu9  qons  '9q;B9jq  o^  jib  ifonui 
Xj9a  OS  SBAV  9J9q)  's9sind  siq  ui  uopoui  p9U9^3inb  b  ^pj 
9UO  ui9q;  J9AO  3uiX9UJnof  uj  •uopdiJDS9p  pnojd  Jpq;  Jo  pjOM 
B  XbsuibS  pjnoAv  *MOJJBq  9q;  puB  Mojd  9q;  Xq  p9jn3ysip  puB 
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psjjHiu  3i9AV  Xaq;  Qjopq  'bmoj  jo  spuBj  ujSjia  sq;  miM  jbujuibj- 
3UO  ou  puB  *3ui3q;  oyn^J^^  ^  ^J^^  Xj^unoD  9q;  jo  s^pqienb  poo3 
pUB  S3Jn:>Ba|}  sqx      uoisssssod  ppq  3obj  sq;  ^nq  'ssfiqBDOi  ;u9 

-J9J[|ip  pSldnDDO  pUB  p^SuBqO  S3Uli;3lUOS  SUOI)Bpi  iBqujL      XjBi^ 

-uoD  sqi  o;  Suiq^XuB  ;q3nB;  j3A3  uopipBJi  ou — pajjBDw  ubui 
JO  Xjouisui  o|»j  -^Bq;  ;noqB  uopssnb  ou  sbm  sjsqx  sSuiq; 
JO  SuiuuiS^q  3q;  o;  ^DBq  ubj  U9q;  ^pi;  sjh  *;!  ui  ujiq  ^nd 
puB  UBipui  3q;  QpBUi  puB  'Xj^unoD  jnjunBsq  siq;  DpBui  ,,  ^uidg 
^^JO  .»  ^M^  ^^M^  paiuiBjo  XsqjL  'isajsiui  ;noq;iM  ;ou  sbav  )i  'uj^s 
puB    f  Xuo;ououi  puB  SS3U3UIBS  JO  3uo;  B  ;i  3u|Ai3  ';q3noq;  jo 

9UII    UOUIUIOD  B  p^AVOllOJ  *3inSB3jd  9^1R^  O;  P9U199S  XuBui  qDiqAV 

ui  'Xjo;bjo  jbjou^S  jpqx  ,c*II^  ^!  3uiop  „  w^m  X^q;  ^juiq;  o^ 
uwq:)  pSMOijB  pBj  u; — pssB^fd  Xaq;  jjb  >jjb;  o;  s3ABjq  puB  s>{Dnq 
P3AV011B  ^nq  *;sjg  vs  ^JWH  PJBS  sfj      SumuiSsq  sq^  uiojj  pu9  3q^ 

U33S  3ABq  O;  ;OU  UBUJ  B  3SIAV  OO;  pUB  pMSiqS  OOJ  SBAV  ^injjos^j 
•XBjdsip  B  931BUI  01  SB    1J3AV  SB  UIBSjBq  pOo3    B  3AUp    O;    JOBJ    Up 

;jojt}Q  UB — XjiunoD  ^q;  dn  3Bjq  o^  ^iojjQ  ;b9j3  9q;  puB  •Su!>ibuj 
-qD39ds  sq;  ^ddoxs — 3uipjoodi  q:MOAv  ^u^piDui  jo  ^\\m  sbm  djdq; 
p^jspisuoD  XjqSnojoqi  X;;3jd  usaq  SuiABq  s^qap  pUB  suiiBp  9q; 
'dn  U9>IB)  SBM — sjBs  JO  SUIJ9)  9q) — uopssnb  jBaj  3q;  uaq^ 

•pSpJOAB  4U3UlSSBJJBqU19 

sarnnj  jjb  puB  *;u9ui3pi3s  oj  psusdo  spuBj  sq; 'paqsinSui^xQ  sbm 
9pp  UBipui  3J9U9  3qx  Xbp  siqi  o;  uoi^BpsiddB  ;snf  o;  papji 
-U9  SI  sjaqio  puB  g  joCb^  jo  piB  9qx  injsssoons  X|inj  U39q 
pBq  uojssiui  3q;  |i  ;qnop  j  'spuauj  uavou>i  ui  q;iBj  jo  9uo;j9p 
-un  3uoj;s  siq;  joj  U93q  ;ou  ;i  pBq  puB  *diqspu9uj  s9;Bp3jddB 
;jB9q  UBipuj  9qjL  sJBds  o;  *4U9uinSjB  jo  uosb9j  '9ai;oui  ou 
SBAv  3J9q;  *fnjss9Dons  XjiBuy  qSnoqijv      s^uauisiSuBju^  jspjoq 

UIOJJ  99JJ  pUB  yoddnS  JO  SUB9UJ  P9SB9J0UI  q^IM  *)S9AV  .laqpBj  9iuoq 

J9i|BU2S  B  Supd9D0B  Xq  'p9;ouiojd  9q  pinoAV  ;s9J9;u!  ^^^^  JPM^ 
^Bq)  ui9q)  9DUIAUOD  Oi  SuiXji  UI  'suBipuj  9q;  q;iAv  s3uiuosb9j 
9AisBnsj9d  *iU9i;Bd  siq  ui  j9uoissiuiiuo2)  9q;  p9;SISSB  X[;b9jS 
^Bq;  'uoiuido  Dijqnd  jo  9jnss9jd  b  3ui;b9jd  snq;  'uoip9Jip  9uibs 

9q^  Ul  p9)S9J9)UI  9J9M  XnBJ9U9S  SU9Zpp  pUB  '9AIJOU1  9iqnOp 
B  pBq  SlUIBp  SuiABq  9S0qX     •pU9lJJ  B  SB  p9Z!uSo09J  pUB  UMOU>[ 

XjqBJOABj  pUB  XpAisu9;x9  *XuBduio3  jnj  9q;  jo  pjojuB^g 
jofej^  SBM  pre  jpq;  SuiaiS  9soq;  Suouiy  •suopBpo39u  jno  pre 

•VAVOI   dO  SIVNNV  l^ot^ 
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O)  p9)SdnbdJ  puB  pd^iAui  diSM  'dSBnSuBf  Jpq;  ^Bdds  pfnoo  oqji 
3soq;  XijBiDQds^  *3DU3pyuoD  jpm  SuiABq  puB  'suBipui  sip  3ui 
-MOu>[  puB  'o)  UMOu>i  SUOSJ3J  psfqo  jno  Supodjyd  pjBMO^  dpq 
Oi  ssDu^'niju;  SuunDss  ui  X^ia^db  Xsnq  b  sbav  3J3q;  'psSuBJiB 

pUB     pS^flS     *p9ApD9J     Supq     3J9M     SCUIBp     JO     s^unoDDB    3q; 

puB  'ppq  Supq  9J9AV  sipunoD  snoiuoiudJdO  XjjBd  dq;  ^ifqAY 

ssAjasiuaq;  ;nq  Xpoqou  szi 
-j9PBjBqD  pinoqs*9jii  pszijiAp  pubsSbabs  u99M;Qq  sj9pjoq  3q; 
StiofB  yup  oqM  a\3j  snoindnjDsun  ub  jo  spB  sqj  ^ng  .SuqBdp 
U93q  pBq  Xsq;  uioqM  q;iAV  ssoq^  jo  XuBui  SuouiB  punoj  sXbmjb 
^ou  JspBJBqD  UBipuj  3q;  ui  X;s9Uoq  JO  ;u9ui9p  UB  SuiMoqs — 
;uiB|diuoD  JO  pjOM  B  io  uopisoddo  q^iAv  ^3iu  uiopps  'uopBUBid 
-X9  Xq  psuiBisns  3J3m  puB  *ss9UJiBj  JO  SDUBJBsddB  ^pvj  VUlfMf'e 
pBq  ;Bq;  'jSA^Avoq  ^suiibq  ^sbsj  ^b  om;  3jn2ij  9q;  Xq  luiBp  sq^ 
9piAjp  o;  lBJ9q;i  ;i  pdJdpisuoo  9m  'sjapBJ;  spis^no  ^bius  Xq  qDB9 
sjBHop  X^xjs  iB  psSjBqD  s^BOD  pupBs  punoj  9M  U3q^     -p^Dnp 

-9J  XpB9jS    40  'XbM  aBJIUIIS   B  UI    P9AJ9S  9J9M    SJ9q)0    |BJ9A9S 

uJiBp  9q;  JO  pu9  9q;  sbav  ;Bq;  puB 
,^  i  XpB9j|B  joj  piBd  qonui  oo;  U99q  SBq  ijnq  pjo  ss^iq^JOM  ^Bqi 
j  ;no  ;Bqi  MOjqx  „  'pnes  9Dioa  pno]  b  q;iM  puB  dn  p^duinf  jjn^ 
-oq;^  ^nq  I  puB^sjspun  9SjnoD  jo  ;ou  pip  9av  qoiqAv  >HBi  Suppxd 
puB  p9Uinq  B  SBAV  9J3qx      p^nddns  J99q  joj  jjiq  b  ui  ^qSnojq 

9JIIABMOI  JB9U  SuiAq  X^Bd  V  'SJ9q40  U|BldX9  {jIM  93UH)SUI 
9U0       pSlJipOUI  XjIBIJ9;BUI  S9SBD  XuBUI  UI  pUB  p9Spi;iJD  X[djBqS 

U9yo  9J9AV  s^unoDDB  jpqjL  'SiUBuiiBp  9pis;no  J9IIBUIS  XuBui  9q; 
q^iM  OS  ;ou  \  ;d9>{  U99q  pBq  sjfooq  jBin39J  9snBD9q  9uios9iqnoj) 
SS91  9J9M  s;unooDB  9S9qjL  *>iJOAV  ss9n3  puifq  Xub  o^  yaj  9q 
pjnoqs  'p9uib:m9DSB  9q  pjnoD  ^Bq;  3uiq;ou  ;Bq;  p9uiuiJ9pp  sbm 
J9UOISSIUIU103  9q;  joj  *s9Dioaui  jpq4  Xq  UMoqs  sb  s9Dijd  dSBqo 
-jnd  q;iM  paSjBqD  s9Dijd  SuuBduiOD — sjuq  sSjbj  9S9q)  jjb  ifB^dp 

Ul   9UIU1BX9    O;   XJBSS9D9U    9UIBD9q   ;i  9DU9fI      'o;  99jSb    p]noM 

X9q;  ;qSu  sbm  ^qSnoq;  9m  J9A9jBqM  puB  J9ao  ui9q)  3(001  ^snui 
9AV  \  S9UOU19UJ  jpq^  JOJ  Suoj  00;  9J9AV  piBS  X9q;  sJ9pBj)  93jbi 
JO  s^unoDOB  9q; — s;q9p  ;snf  jpq^jo  ;u9uiXBd  9q^  piOAB  o;  uop 
-isodsip  ou  9q  o;  p9JB9ddB  9J9q)  suBipuj  9q;  jo  )ip9JD  9q;  ox 

'S9snoq 
SuipBj;  9q;  iiB  u;  9pBj3  qSjq  b  jo  9J9m  pui>i  siq;  jo  spooS  xe\\\ 
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'Uoi^cuiuiBXd  uodn  punoj  9^  uodn  posodiui  sq  )ou  pjnoM  puB 
sdJ^pnf  9J9M  Xsqj^  '\\e  ;b  m^\\\  o;  pjos  sq  pjnoD  'odjibd  jo  X^iiBnb 
jood  JO  'q;oppBOjq  uiq;  *dB3qD  jo  'sp>iuBjq  ub9ui  o^  '^ssq 
Xjqa  9q)  X]uo  9ABq  ppoM  suBipuj  dq;  *p9UJ9DUOD  SBM  3uiq)op 
SB  JBj  og  -^pBj;  ^q;  u|  X;uiBy3Dun  puB  >isiJ  sqi  jo  ;unoooB 
uo  p^MojiB  sosBD  ;soiu  ui  puB  'qSiq  ;ou  }i  '^s-Bdj  ^b  iBj^qij  dj3m 
S9DIJJ  'atup  B  ;b  sJBjjop  puBsnoqi  ua;  sb  q3iq  sb  *s;unq  hbj 
jpqi  joj  Sui^tj^no  sai^JBd  9§4B|  Aq  spBiu  ssuipsiuos  9J3m  sj|ig 
'ssdupd^qdpui  aq;  jo  ^\nq  3qi  p3;nji;suoD  sjapBj;  ssaq;  jo 
s;unoDDB  3qx  auiBU  s)i  >iooi  XBp-o;  jo  3j|iAXpp3  ovfl  luoqM 
ujojj  *Xpp3  JO  9UIBU  9q;  Xq  uo;3ui|jna  jo  ;uBqoj3ui  jaiujoj  b 
Xq  poSBUBiu  SBAV  ;udiuqsiiqB)S9  pJiq;  3qx  *spuB;s  avou  BMiuimo 
JO  X4p  9q)  dJdqM  J9au  sduioji^  sqq  dq;  uo  pa^BOO]  9J9m  dsdq; 
JO  moa  BUBipuj  JO  'sojg  SuiAvg  sq;  jo  ;Bq;  sbm  j^q^ouy 
•pjojpuBg  JofBj^  *MBi-ui-uos  siq  Xq  pspnpuoD  puB  nB^^oq^ 
•jj^  B  Xq  p9pBdq  *sinoq  '^g  "F  XuBdiuo^  jn j  b  jo  jBq;  sbm  quo 
4SdSjBi  JO  jBdpuud  3qx  'suBipuj  9qi  q;iM  dpBj;  o)  pasusoq 
suuL)  oSjbj  93jq;  9J9M  9J3qx  '^sp  XpoqXuB  JO  ,,  uiBg  spufi  „ 
3jB3jq  ;ou  pip  ;i  ;snj;  j  puB  'sn  9>ibuj  ;ou  pip  ;j  *XnBpuBuij 
•p^Xoiduia  XijBrnDB  auip  aq;  joj  qsBO  ui  XBp  b  sJBjfop  aajq; 
JO  uins  iBjaqij  aq;  puB  'aajj  ajBj  duiBD  jno  paApoaj  9m  aoiAjas 
qoiqM  JOJ — s;qSiu  aq;  jjBq  puB  sXBp  aq;  \\e  's>{aaAv  aajq;  jaAO 
JOJ  Xsnq  XjaA  sn  ;da>i  puB  'sJBjjop  uojijiui  b  jo  ja;jBnb  b  ;noqB 
o;  dn  UBJ  Xaq;  ;unouiB  uj  'sbm  ;!  qof  XABaq  b  puB — jpsXui 
puB  *5in>ioa^  }o  X;p  aq;  jo  'uBuiSpug  y  FJ^u^O  ^V^l  ^H% 
o;  pauSissB  sbm  siuiBp  asaq;  Suujis  puB  SuiuiuiBxa  jo  X;np 
aqX  •uoi;B;uasajd  qahs  ja;jB  ii;un  paMOjjB  aq  o;  sbm  uiiBp 
ou  puB  *Xbs  o;  pBq  Xaq;  ;BqAv  jBaq  o;  *jpunoD  uj  suBjpuj  aq; 
o;  pa^uasajd  sbm  uiiBp  qoBa  *uoi;BuiuJBxa  jnjaJBD  Ja;jv  J^tyo 
o;  pasodsip  ajaM  Xaq;  sb  aouapiAa  puB  s;uauia;B;s  Xjo;BUBidxa 
qans  q;iM  suir6]D  jpq;  ;uasajd  o;  paMO^B  ajaM  pa;saja;ui 
•saiyBd  \\e  pua  siq;  oj^  'sjapBj;  pasuaoq  aSjBj  aq;  o;  sb  |pM 
SB  'sJoqqSpu  a;iqM  Jpq;  o;  japun  Xpsauoq  ajaM  suBipuj  aq; 
■suoi;B3}|qo  jo  ;unouiB  aq;  U!B;jaDSB  o;  sbm  ssauisnq  jo  Xbm  Xq 
Suiq;  ;sji)  aq;  'jaAo  suo!;Dnpoj;ui  snoiuouiajaa  puB  pa;aidujoD 
Jupq  uoi;bziub3jo  juq      'sqiJ;  ^^}  Jo  ja;sqa^  Pfu^Q  ^H^ 
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STBAx  ^11  '^ou  io  pjOM  B  poo^si^puii  Ao\{%  jdqpifM  uiiq  ipiA 
dou^priB  siq  Xjjbd  pinoM  3q  ib\\\  'pssnojB  udqAv  's^jn^sdS 
siq  puB  spiOM  siq  dJdAV  DipSjdUd  puB  dsu9)ui  os — ]Biqji9AOjd 
SBM  Xjo^Bio  siq — p9>iaBiu  SBM  X^iiBnpiAipu!  sjH  sj^iqo  a^Bp 
-ossB  siq  ijB  DAoqB  sispinoqs  puB  pBsq  ;nqpiqD  pB3q  A\uo  ^ou 
*3|n3i03^  sBAv  ^Bq;  puB — [B3p  o;  3ABq  pjnoqs  ^m  uioqM  q;iM 

'SUBipUJ  dq;   SUOUIB  pUIlU  J9)SBU1   9UO  SBAV  9Jdq)   )Bq)   popsdAdj 

J3q;jnj  iijjs  SBA\  pBj  ^q;  jpunoD  sq;  jo  sSuip^iu  XjiBp  Dq^  ui 

•XiQ  s^jqAV  ^H^  "!  J^uiuins  ;sb|  dpBiu  Xub  ibau  pinoM 

'IJB    pUB   JdipBSug    *UOISS9S    UI    JpunOD    9JI)Ud   Sqi  JO   ]9UU0SJ94 

sqi  JO  M3IA  DiqdBj]^o)oqd  poo3  b  ^uiq;  \  sjibu  ssBjq  p^pBsq 
-s3jbi  q;iM  pdssoquid  Xjqoij  'puBq  quo  ui  qrqD-jBAv  Xoug 
B  SuiABq  *SJB3  jpqi  UI  ,,  s^iSuBp  „  snouBA  puB  s^suM  jpq;  uo 
s^spDBjq  9JOAV  XuBj^  joeq  9q)  ui  dSBuin]d  9Ui)  puB  sj9qiB9j 
q;iAV  *s9jn3i}  DpsB^ug  XbS  q;iM  pd^uiBd  XjqsQjj  'pjjUBjq  ^s^q 
siq  siOM  qDBg  jsipBSug  AMoqs  jno  Xq  suop^no  ^ou  sjqm 
QDUBJBdddB  jpqi  ui  suBipuj  9qx  psjpw  jjb  puB  Sui^Bqs-puBq 
{BJ9Ud3  B  SBM  3J3q;  *|punoD  ^sjy  sq;  ^b  sSupddiS  {BJdUdS 
pUB  s3qD33ds  Suiuodo  3S3q^  J^yV  'P!^s  90UB:Moduji  jo  ^rwq 
^nq  *3ui>ijb;  3ug  siqBJspisuoD — XBp  )U9Sdjd  3q^  jo  uoiqsBj  oqj 
q^iAv  3uid33N  UI  SBA\  nv      sMoipj  stq  a3AO  X^uou^dns  ;b3j3 

siq    pSfBaAQJ  3DUO  ;B 30UBU9;unOD    3AISS9jdxD  pUB  IBlipdlp^UI 

siq — uoiss3ssod-jps  siq — SuuBsq  siq  ;b  qdubjS  y  uoisbddo 
9q)  o)  p9))L|  puB  so4oMfv  SBM  )nq  'd>iods  dq  sb  j9pjdjQ)ui  9q) 
Xq  p^zpijSuv  osfB  SBM  ss3jppB  sjH  ..ipunoD  Xjpusuj  UI  *UOJ 
-3uiqsByv\  ui  Jsq^Bj  ;B9jr)  jno  jo  3Ai;B5U9S9jd3J  aq;  sb  *XBp-o; 
Qj3q  noX  p^ui  o;  XddBq  3jb  3yv\ .»  •  Pl^^  P"^  'sspBJuiOD  siq 
;b  poDUB|3  *puBq  ;q3ij  siq  pasiBj  'b^jb  Uddo  9q;  jo  dippiui  9q; 
o;  sd3;s  p9jnsB3ui  m9j  b  >{Oo;  *9soj  Xj^oinb  >in>i09^  '9Suods9J 
uj      uoipnpoj^u!  snoiuoui9J90  'jBipjoo  b  UBq^  djoui  sp^fi  3ui 

-UB9U1  ;nq  's;U9UinU9S  XjpU9IJJ    pUB    S3A}p9fpB   9Ug  JO    JlflJ    SBM 

qD99ds  siqx  ^Duajuss  Xq  90U9;u9s  *3uofB  ^U9m  9q  sb  J9)9jd 
-J9;ui  jno  Xq  ,^  p9ziuBipui  „  sbm  qDiqM  *qD99ds  XjB;u9ui!jduio> 

Xj9A  B  ui    ,,  U9aq49jq  pUB  SpU9IJJ  „    siq  p9SS9ippB  pUB  9SOJB  IBJ9 

-uqq  XMoqs  jno  *p9;B9s  Supq  ^v  '^P?^  J9q)p  uo  s9ABjq  siq 
q;iM  *sj9quiBq3  ibj9U9Q  aiou  Jno  jo  ^uojj  ui  XpD9jip  5in5(095i 

SJ0;BU9S    UBUIO"^    jo    pUBq    B    sb    XpABj3    sb    pUB    XlMO]S     UI 
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psjij  spiip  MOjpj  siq  puB  3in>i03^  'spiB  pdUJopBun  siq  puB  aa; 
-3jdj3;ui  siq  q;iM  ;b3s  siq  Sui^b;  J^ljV  '^uijy  s^^B^g  P^^F^H 
aq;  JO  1BJ3U39  isip^Sug  b  jo  uijojiun  ipj  sq;  psuuop  jsuois 
-SIUIU103  jno  'Xjo^uj^x  ;s3Avq4JOjsl  sq;  jo  ioujoAOQ  sb  suBipuj 
3qj  SuouiB  ;u3c[s  usaq  pBq  sjij  XjjBa  3soqAv  '( ^,  ^ouBDsddijL 
p|0„)  uosujBH  Xju3H  u^^?inM  I^-^^u^O  JO  9DiApB  3q;  Xg 

•p3iD9dx3  pBq  I  UBq;  sjoui  qoniu  ;nq  'Buopi^ 
u^sn^  JO  uoi^BuojoD  sq;  ;b  sbm  0J9q;  ssoddns  j  sb  Xuoujsjsd 
qonui  SB  ;ou  sbm  sjsqx  'sjsfqo  ^^^  jo  uoi^BpoiuuiODDB  ^vp  joj 
^U9;  3q;  JO  Xpoq  9qi  punojB  ubj  s^b^s  jo  avoj  JB|nDJiD  y     ^jod 

-aSABQ   JO  '9iIB13  3q  SUIO^Uy  UAVOU^    \p/A  3q4  SBM   jspjdjQ^ui 

9qjL  'sjsqio  m3j  b  puB  *j359jdj3;ui  siq  *j9Uoissiuiujo3  9q^  joj 
9pis  9UO  uo  lUJOj^Bid  P9SIBJ  XpqSqs  b  q^iM  ';u9;  JBjnDjp  93jB| 
B  p9JBd9jd  pBq  'qDBsg  uiB^dB^  *;u93v  ^^^  jaquiBqD  jpunoD 

B  JOJ  SUBipUI  J9AO  UBqi  S9;iqM  3U10S9jqnOJ;  J9AO  qD;BM  O) 
p9p99U  9JOU1    pUB SSDUBqjI^Sip    ^SUIB^B    pJBn3    O^    9DUBpU9;;B 

ui  aq  o:)  psjspjo  U99q  pBq  'ssuioj^  s3q  ^joj  ;b  p9uopB;s 
suooSBjp  s9;b;s  p^^fufi  jo  puBuiuioo  siq  qiiM  'u^ny  uiB^dB^ 
'Av,Z)  ^ou^Sy  JO  UMo:j  4U9S9jd  9q;  jo  9;is  sq;  jb9U  paduiBD 
puB  p9J9q^B3  U99q  pBq  S9qu;  9q;  suip  p3;uioddB  3q;  ^y 

•qDB9J  siq  uiq;iM  9DU3nyui  jo  sub^ui  shouba  9q;  jo  9sn 
Sui>iBui  Xq  'uoissiui  siq  jo  p9fqo  9q)  o:i  9iqBJOABj  ;u9uipu9s 
uoiuuioD  B  9;b9jd  o;  Xpu9i:iBd  ;q3nos  *)U9U19aoui  ;dnjqB  jo 
X^sieq  XuB  3uipioAB  *s3uiq;  jo  uopipuoD  9q;  3unBp9jddB  Xijnj 
*j9uoissiuiujo3  9qx  'J9A9s  oi  ui9q;  JOJ  pjBq  ;u9uiqDB);B  3ui 
-J93ui|  ';u9^B|  B  SBM  9J9q:>  'iModdns  5U9S9jd  jpq;  joj  ;u9piynsui 
qSncq^iv  ■S99q  3ui>{JOA\-Xsnq  9q4  jo  pnpojd  snopipp  9q)  q^iM 

p9im  9J9M  SUIB9J;S    JBdpUUd  9qi    3uO|B  S99J1  JO  SJJUflj;  MOfjOq 

9q:j  U9A9  puB  *s9AOj3  9q;  qSnojq;  p9J9^BDs  9J9m  s:iinjj  p|iM 
*;uBpunqB  U99q  pBq  9iub3  sXbp  j9uijoj  uj  pnojd  Xpsnf  9J9m 
X9q;  qDiqM  jo  *Xj;unoD  jpq;  jo  9|oqM  9q;  dn  9ai3  o;  ijuBpnpj 
:)sjg  ;b  9J9m  suBipuj  9q;  suonB3iiqo  jpq;  3uipuB;sq)iM;o]^ 

•S9SBD  IIB  UI  p9Jinb9J 
9J9M  UOpBUB|dX9  9iqBUOSB9J  pUB  9DU9piA9 9iqiX9yUI  SBM  gjnj 

9q^  ;nq  'p9p9dx9un  sbm  j9uoissiuiiuo3  9q;  Xq  p9Jinb9J  uoi^bui 

-U1BX9  pi3lJ  9qX      •)U9UIUJ9AOr)  9q;  OIJ  9pBUl  SBA\  SpUBJ  jpq;  JO 

91BS  B  j9A9U9qM  *Bssviu  ud  •p9MOHB  9q  p[noM  X9q;  ;Bq;  uoub; 
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-D3dx9  9m  mjM  pssjnu  XjinpiBD  U93q  pBq  suiiBp  asiiBuis  J9q)o 
JO  S9J03S  'sjspBj;  pdsu9Di[  ^m  JO  s^unoDDB  3qi  uiojj  9pisv 
sjopBf  QjqBJspisuoDu;  ou  3J9AV  SuqquiBS  jo  spui^i  SnOUBA 
j9q;o  puB  3upBJ-9SJoq  *X>isiqM  ^pjH}  ;nq  *3dBqs  diuos  ui  ^pBJ^ 
JO  ;no  Xpsoiu  av9j3  suoi;Bpj  sssqjL  BAviuimo  J^  ^^bs  S9]iui 
xis  9U10S  'M]3  Xdu3Sv  ^^ — IH^s  J3JB9U  SBM  Xdu^Sb  sa^E^s 
ps^iufi  sqx  "S^JJI  UBipuj  JO  J3;u3D  |B3J  sq:)  'sauioj^  s3q  sq;  uo 
sasnoq-SuipBj;  ;b3j2  Jpq;  uiojj  s^ijui  X;u3A9s  Xjuo  sbm.  diuoq 
sjH  sjoqqSpu  s^iqM  apq;  puB  luaq^  u33A\pq  dn  ua\oj3 
pBq  ;Bq^  suoijBpj  pa^BDjiduioD  3qj  puB^sjapun  o;  puB  j^pBJBqD 
apq;  q^iM  jbiiiuibj  ^BqMSuios  sq  o;  qSnouo  Suoj  'suBipuj  dsdq^ 
JO  joqqSpu  b  sb  'bavoj  ui  sjsq  psAq  pBq  aq  *J9pBJBqD  UBipuj 
JO  93p9iMOU3i  B  uiiq  u9AfS  pBq  9DU9U9dx9  snoiA9jd  ^Bq;  ^DBJ 
9q;  luojj  9pisv  •;u9ui3pnf  ss9Ujsnq  pooS  XiqB>iJBui9J  J9q)cj 
puB  '9DU9!;Bd  *9DU9pnjd  JO  uBui  B  ^nq  'j9Xavbi  poo§  B  Xjuo 
;ou  SBM  sj9qiuBq3  JOUJ9Aor)  9snBD9q  *9pBiu  U99q  9ABq  pinoD 
;u9UHU!oddB  J9W9q  o^  •s;ins9J  p9Jis9p  9q;  9iqissod  ji  9jnD9s 
pUB  'suBipuj  9q;  q;iM  jpunoD  b  pjoq  o^  s94b;s  p^^jun  ^H4  Jo 
jlBqgq  uo  j9uoissiuiuio3  b  si9quiBq2)  JOUJ9Aor)  p9;uioddB  uo; 
-SuiqsB^  ;b  iu9uiuj9Aor)  9q;  *3uip9j  1BJ9U9S  siqi  o;  3uipuods 

-9^        UOI^BZIIJAp    5U93lJp;Ul  pUB  SnOU^SnpUl  UB  Xq    ;U9U19fU9S 

Oi  p9U9do  puB  *s93babs  Suiaoj  jo  spuBq  JO  XouBdnDDo  9q;  UIOJ) 
p9nDS9J  9q  pinoqs  spuBi  |nji;nB9q  9S9q)  ;Bq:>  9fqBJis9p  9JOui 

pUB    9JOU1    9UIBD9q     ^l    *p9SB9JDUI     UOi:iB|ndod    jno    Sy        'S9iDB 

JO  suojifiui  U99yy  jo  9ApAv;  9uios  o;  Sui;unouiB  *9;b;s  ;u9S9jd 
9qi  JO  yBd  uj9q;nos  puB  9|ppiui  9qi  ui  puBi  jo  Xpoq  9SiBi  Xj9a 
B  p9idnDDo  puB  pi9q  suBipuj  9q;  p9p9D  ApB9JIB  Xj05UJ9;  9q) 
UIOJJ  9piSV  UOHBU  9q;  JO  J9iq3  9UIB99q  *p9uipui  XiqB9DB9d 
SBAV  oqM  *>(n>l09^  *4B9J9p  siq  J9yB  p9Sod9p  U99q  SujABq  >IMBJJ 
5|DB[a       '^Cgl    SB    X|JB9    SB    •j09J9q    J9;iJM    9q;    SBAV    9UIOq    B  JO 

qDJB9s  UI  sJ9J9puBAV  9soq;  Suouiy  Xj^unoD  9q;  JO  9niBA  puB 
X4nB9q  9qijo  :pod9J  |BSJ9Aiun  9qiXq  ^,9SBqDjnj  >iavbh  ^o^q  „ 

9q;  Oi  p9y9Aip  SBM  9U10q  B  JO  qDJB9S  UI  J9J9pUBM  B  XuBUI  pUB 
')U9UI9i;;9S    O)    U9do    UMOJq)     9U11)    9np    UI    pUB    p9Jn39S    9J9M 

spuBj  p9;9A09  9qx  •ib!J9;buiuii  s}  *)B9j9p  jpq)  SUIMOIJOJ  X^IS 
-S9D9U  B  Xq  p9UJ9A03  9J9M  JO  '9SBqDJnd  siq^  UI  p93Bjqui9 
spuBj  9q;  p9j9pu9jjns  KjSmjjind  suBipuj  9q)  JsqpqM.     '^WS 
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^q^  JO  B3JB  )U3S9id  Sip  JO  jJBd  jiBuis  B  ^nq  SuioBjqiu^  'X^uno^ 
uosj^yof  'PP9JIBJ  puoXdq  3|;;ii  b  ;s3m  p^pua^xs  puB  J9ai^ 
iddississij^  oq;  jo  ^pis  ^ssm  9q;  uo  Xhj  ^j  ,/9SBqDanj  ^imbh 
l^^ia  >»  ^M^  SB  p]JOM  dpis^no  sq;  o;  uavou^i  ;sjy  ;b  sbav  bavoj 

UOpBOnpQ  diqiSUdS  pUB  ^idlUBXS  ]B)U9JBd 

JO  4|ns9J  aqi  Ajqissod  'uopB^ndsj  puB  jspBJBqD  'qjjB^M  psjinb 
OB  'dn  m3jS  J9q;o  3q;  *q;noX  siq  ui  psip  suos  9S3q;  jo  suq 
•SMQiA  jB|iiuis  p^uiB^jQ^ua  XBp  ;u3S9jd  3q;  JO  sj3q;o  jy  h3m 
9q  pjnoM  ;i  uopBDnps  3|qBn|BA  b  jo  4JBd  ubuis  ou  sba\  uoi:> 
-BdnDoo  inj9sn  ;Bq:j  3uiA3ipq — s;insjnd  iBij;snpui  q^iAV  .ibi|iuibj 
duiOD^q  puB  UI  3Sb3u3  3iui;  9i{\  JO  iJBd  B  puB  'auii)  9q;  jo 
;jBd  B  ssipn^s  Jpq4  snsind  pjnoD  X^q;  9J9qA\  Xjiujbj  b  ui  paDBjd 
3q  suos  jaSunoX  om^  sjh      sj^uijbj  3uuoqqSpu  sq;  o;  XjB|d 

-U13X9    3J9M    ;Bq;    S;U9UJ3AOjduJl  SpBUI    pUB   9lUOq   SjqB^JOJUlOD 

B  ^]nq  3q  qoiqM  uo  'uo^Suqing  jo  ;s9M  S3|iui  xis  auios  puBj 
JO  pBj;  B  SuisBqojnd  Xq  'Xj^unoo  ^q;  jo  )S9Jd)ui  SuipB^j  ^q; 
q)iM  jpsujiq  pdypu^pi  »q  sn  SuouiB  jbaujb  siq  iayB  uoos  Xjd^ 
•pjB33j  o;  p^npus  SiSAv  oqAV  jjb  q^iAV  'oipq^BduiXs  puB  ^iqBjjjB 
^jBiusS  f;jBd  UMO  siq  uo  aousnbasuoD  |Buosj9d  jo  uopssSSns 
^s^ijqSqs  9q;  ;noq;iM — UBuiapuaS  b  *ss3jppB  puB  sssjp  *3uuB3q 
uj  -^snqoj  Xpq3qs  puB  ;qSpq  uinipsui  jo  sbm  3q  ^DUBJBsddB 
uj  saApsui^qi  JO  qjbd  3(00;  ssousnbssuoD  *;sji}  sbm  X;np  sjsq 
-uiBq3  iofBj^  H4JM  'uopiu3oo9j  jnja^Bj^  o;  p^j^pua  3JB  *u3ui 
-MO|i3j  jpq;  JO  9JBJPM  9q;  SuipayB  *X;np  jBpiyo  jo  sSjBqDsip 
jnjsssDDns  puB  snoi^uapsuoo  aoj  psqsinSui^sip  sjb  oqA\  'suop  • 
-isod  ^uB^joduii  UI  U9yi  duiBU  siq  jo  uopusui  sjsuj  9qi  UBq; 
sjsquiBq3  uqof  jo  djoui  Suiqpujos  Xbs  j  ^Bq;  3up;ij  ;i  uiasp 
I  DJ3q  jqSiJ  puy  'uoiufj  ;B3jr)  3^  jo  3;b;s  ^uspusdapui 
UB  SB  uoi;isod  J3q  pDuinssB  puB  X:iuouiui  Jsq  y9\  bmoj  ajojsq 
J0UJ3AO9  iBU04UJ3j^  puoD^s  ^q^  3upq  'bmoj  jo  Xjo^uj^x 
9q;  JO  JOUJSAor)  jo  uopisod  aq^  ppq  suijj  aqi  ;b  oqM  *X>iDn^ 
-U3^  JO  'sj3qiuBq3  uqof  joCb^  sbav  j3Uoissiuiujo3  ^BqjL  uop 
-BpoSsu  pa^BDqduJOD  puB  ^jnoiyip  sq;  Xqnjss^DDns  os  puB  XjiddBq 
OS  q3nojq)  psujBD  oqAv  aauoissjuiuio^)  s^jB^g  P^^I^H  ^M*  ^"P 

SI  )ip9JD  ;B3jr)        q^JBS  9q:j  JO  3DBJ    ^Vfl    UO   :(U94X9   ^i\\\  JO    PBj; 

XuB  Xq   psssBdjnsun  XjpBdBO  SuiuiB^sris-ajq  'Supripoad-pooj 
B  pddopA^p  SBq  *p9AOjdiui  Xjinj  Supq  uiojj  jbj  pX  sb  qSnoq; 
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'pwinboB  uom  pUBj  JO  ;unoiuB  qSj^i  sq^  osnBD^q  1  Xcp  ^u^s^jd 
3qi  JO  ;uiod-puB4s  ^q;  uiojj  psSpnf  ji  XijBiDsdsa— ubj^  ps^  aq^ 

q)IM  dpBUI  J9A9  9UO  XUB  O)  3DUB)JOduiI  UI  pU039S  XfpJBq  X)1»J^ 

B o3b  SiB^X  X^jy  9UIOS  SUBipUJ  XOJ    pUB  DBS   ^M^   VF^  spBui 

X)B9J)    B   O)   9AI)Bpi  'XjOUldlU    UIOJJ    XpJI)U9  'S)U9U19)B)S    AV9J    B 
9>IBIU  O)  9Jn)UdA  MOU  J  'dSIUlOjd  IBI)JBd  B  q)IM  dDUBqdlUOO  ux 


•QHvaHH  aaHJiv   noh  as 


•N0I1VI10D3N  SXI  QNV  AXVa-aX  NVIQNI  NV 


'9UIUI  uBq)  u^d  Jd;)dq  b  |0  Xq)JOAV  9jb  ^^^ 
jpq;  puB  Xjouidiu  jpqx  siujo^s  )sjoav  9q)  jo  QOUBy^p  pin? 
's3snoq  p3)B3q-3DBUjnj  'soaojS  iBpyijJB  q;iM  'suubj  lu^poui  ano 
joj  Xbav  3q;  p9J33uoid  oqAv  u^ui  3q;  sjqm  ss^q;  ^ng  -s^ps^j  a^ifi 
q;iAV  u9^o  puB  *op  o;  ps^nd^j  3jb  sjojibs  sb  qoniu  'jdq^BQivi 
sq;  JO  ,^iU3iu3p3f  „  Jpqi  o;  puB  >iDnj  o;  ps^snj)  Xdqj^  'ui^q) 
d^BUJ  o;  lu^q;  pdipduii  uiopps  oidoad  jspuojj  jo  ssduss^ip^sq 
IBjqj^AOjd  3qi  ^nq  !  jsp^^s  Xub  o;  pdUdddBq  ^ABq  40U  ps3U  q^B^p 
suopBJBd^jd  qSnojoq;  qons  q^i^V  'Suiujoui  jpun  sSais  9q)  ^no 
poo;s  ssqoj  ojBjjnq  ui  psddrjAv  puB  'suoisiAOjd  siq  9;b  *q;iujBA\ 
JOj  sajpuBD  siq  jq  aq  !  sbaubo  sq^  jo  ^pis  9d\  9\{\  uo  psas^ 
-pqs  SBM  i;  'ijBj^qSiu  JsyB  ^no  3ab3  uib9)  siq  ji  'psuiJB  snijj^ 
•suoisiAOjd  X^^Bj  JO  X^u^jd  puB  'syoddns  uspooM  sq;  uo  s3ipuB:> 
joj  sp>iDos  'qSnojq;  ssBd  04  supj  sqi  aoj  ssjoq  yod  ijBUis  qjiAV 

*S3piS  JJB  uo  P9J9AO0-SBAUBD  SBA\  ^BD  iJBUi  SIJJ    'q^Bd  Siq  SSOJOB 

p^fMoq  ujJO)s  9q)  U9qM  sdpinS  siq  9J9m  ssoq)  puB  i  pduiB^sj 
Supq  sdo;  XjB9|  Jpq;  *spjBX  psjpunq-SQjq;  ;noqB  jo  s[baj34 
-ui  ;b  s9jod  >iBo  'ijBj  9q;  ui  *dn  ;9s  o^  uio;snD  siq  sbm  ;i  sSuiXdu 
-jnof  ja^uiM  siq  joj  uopBJBdojd  uj  ..lou^  3uid  b  sb  q3no^  „  sb 
XjjBDjsXqd  puB  *sj3uuBui  X^jBQq  'jjnjq  '3dbj  Xppna  q^iM  f  X^oj 
JO  UBUi  B  SB  Suoj;s  ;nq  *33b  jo  sjbsX  Q3jq;-X;xis  sbm  sjj  jdqu 
-Old  qSnojoq;  puB  J^pjdjd^ui  UBipuj  pjo  ub  'wiMspj  sbm  ^jom 
siq;  JOJ  JopBj;uoD  sqx  'sqijui  X;xis  jo  dDUB^sip  jb^o;  b  'Xj^unoD 
u^do  JO  qopj;s  jspiM  B  SuissojD  'buoSjv  o;  dDUdq)  fsdiim 
9Ay-X;u3M;   JO   3ijiBjd   usdo   ub  ssojdb  'X;uno3   jidodubh   ui 

J16£  'QSgl    dO   QHVZZna    XV3H9   3HX 
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^QAOjr)  J3ddf|  04  35lBq  JBQQ  lUOJJ  p3UJB0  SBM  J  [BUI  Xl>l33AV  V 

'Sd]iiu  X^xis  o;  X^oj  uiojj  o;  3ui 
-su  X[)U9nb9ij  .*  s^jiui  U99^L|  o;  U9;  UIOJJ  JO  sSbjsab  ub  *;j9q  j^q 

-UJI)  O)  )|Qq  J^qUJI)  U10JJ'9J9AV  'SJIOU19UJ  aS9l{)  UI  O)  pdJJdjQJ  9)B)S 

^m  JO  uoiyod  34;  UI  *s3DUB;sip  aqj^  bss  3q:>  sb  ss3j>|obj;  sb 
Xjinj  3J9AV  ss^m  'uijo^s  B  UI  puB  'ssBduJOD  B  ^noq^j^  'P^lWs 
-un  puB  usdo  sjBdX  joj  3J3m  s3uiBid  9Vfl  puB  's;pq  J^quii^  o\\% 
JO  j^^pqs  uf  'suiB3j;s  sq;  Suo]b  suiibjd  ^oo;  sjap^^s  ^sjy  inQ 
•sXbp  bmoj  Xjjbs  ui  s^fij  aq;  puiui  o;  XipiAiA  Suuq  *sjsdBd  sq; 

•01  pfO;  SB  'qDiqM  'SJBQX  J^^BJ  jo  SB^OJJBQ  3q;  UI  SJ^J^PS  JO  SSDUd 

-uddxd  sq^ui  uoppadaj  Jisq;  pBq  9ABq  Xsqx  XBp  pjBzzqq  |nj 
-Q^Bj  ^Bq;  uo  BAvoj  UI  sj93Uoid  \ppq  qDiqM  sjQ^sBSip  3q;  JO  *UOI4 

-D9HOD9J  3uipBJ-;SBJ  UIOJJ    p9nOSdJ  *S90UB;SUI  AV3|}  B  3JB  3S9qjL 

•Avous  9q;  ui  psip  puB  jpj  3qs  puB  ;no  3ab3  q)Su9J)s 
joq  djoj^q  joddhs  jo  qDJB3s  ui  ssnoq  b  jo  ^\\m  jjBq  b  uiq^iM 
^jiM  9ABjq  9q4  'pdqsudd  q^oq  puB  uof)Bui)Sdp  Jpq)  SuiqDBdJ 
^joj^q  UIJ04S  J9q)OUB  Xq  ^qSnBD  9J9av  ;nq  *3uioq  joj  ps^JB^s 
puB  pooj  ps^dAOD  9q;  pdjnods  Xoqx  panDsaj  qj^av  uib^; 
puB  UBUi  sqx  *3Uo3  ^noqB  sbm  q^Susj^s  joq  udqM  asnoq  b  Sui 
-qDBSJ  UI  p^p^dDons  puB  dpq  joj  400J  uo  ^no  ^uqav  'oav;  sq;  jo 
jdSuoj^s  9q)  '9JIM  sill  ')!  9)B3iJ4X9  o)  SuiXj)  UI  jpsuJiq  p9)snBq 
-X9  puBqsnq  aq;  puB  'yup  avous  b  ui  UMop  ;o3  uibq^  jpq^ 
*Xjnj  S41  \\e  ui  sbm  pjBzzqq  ^q^  puB  jpj  ^qSiu  sy  uiBa;  xo  ub  q^iAv 
3uipABj)  *u9JpiiqD  9;n4ps9p  puB  ssApsui^q;  joj  pooj  joj  *b4os9u 
-uij^  *B9q  4J9qiv  3^^l  J^^u  9Uioq  jpq^  y^\  pBq  XsqjL  uijo^s 
B  ui  S9AII  jpq;  4SOJ  sjiav  puB  ubuj  b  'q^nouiXjj  jo  umo;  sq; 
JO  941S  )U9S9jd  9q;  uiojj  jbj  ^ou  *3199J3  ^iDo^  IPMS  ^H^  "O 

•U931IV  UBA  ;soi  9q4  JO 
>Bq4  9q  o;  p9AOjd  qoiqAv  *mous  9q4  ui  p9ijnq  9sdjOD  b  jo  Moqp 
puB  uiJB  p9Sodx9  9q4  uodn  Sui4SB9j  U99q  pBq  X9q4  punoj  ;ods 
Qq^  04  SuiuiOD  uo  puB  *qDunq  b  ui  p9J9q4B3  s9ajoav  *9ijiBjd 
^q^  uo  ;no  *mbs  oqAv  'sj9;unq  0M4  Xq  9pBui  sba\  Xpoq  siq  jo 
XjDAODsip  9qx     '9^Bq  JB913  JO  q;nos  '9aoj9  ^sb'j  ;b  p9j9AOD 

-sip  SUIBU19J  Siq    pUB  J9)UIM  ^Bq;  4SOI    SBM    U95JIV    "B^    Uqof 

•XjOU19UI  uiojj  p9SSBd 

QABq  sjBinoiyBd  9qjL  'X^uno^  opjog  ojj93  uj  '9aoj9  s.usmq 
4B  q^Bsp  o;  9zojj  '^^oqqy  puB  's>i99^  s9iJBq3  *u9ui  om^ 
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'pduoi)9ui  suoi)C|pnai  dq)  vpuA  'u^oi 
umojS  ijnj  usq;  'sXoq  suibihj^  ^q^  ;9iju  j  j^yB  sjcdX  90105 
•SuiAfi  pX  3JB  oqM  *sj3J3yns  sq;  popuQ^B  *pu;sip  ^Bqj  joj 
5Jno3  pu^siQ  3q;  jo  sSpnf  spiBAVJ^yB  *jo;ioj  uqof  -jq  pire 
'lI!H  ^uBSBSjj  JO  spjBq  9q^  ui  ^soj  'Xapunjj  ssjJBq^  in^rj  jo 
j9q;ojq  'X^punH  'Q  "3  *^Q  qoBQ  Jo  j|Bq  ;soi  pUB  'uqzojj  sjb^ 
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SQpuoq^nB 
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j9ipq  B  puB  q^nj;  uodn  ;nq  'X;ipuBS  jbujo^xd  jo  opoD  Xub  uodn 
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9qi  JO  XjBpjDsg  U9q;  9q4  'oSgi  *1H^V  J^  4^9  ^V  "^  ^'^R  *)ubjS 
9q;  J9pun  9;b;s  9q;  oj  spuBj  qons  Xjj;j9d  o;  3ui9q  9sodjnd 
9q;  *>(Joj  uooDDB"^  9qi  jo  q;jou  SuiXy  puB  *poo^sa9pun  U9q^  s? 
'^ubjS  J9AU  s9Uioi\'  S9Q  9^  JO  s^iuiij  9q;  uiqijTM  SufH^J  spuq 
JO  s^sji  99jqi  Jou9)ui  9q;  JO  XjBpjD9S  9q;  o;  p9;^iuiqns  991^0 

pUB'I    (BJ9U99    ^4^    J^    J9U0ISSIUIIU03    9q4    *oSgi    *Cl    qDJBJ^ 

puvsjioyj  pdupumi  Bum  pioqv  uib^uod  q\  p94Buii;s9  •i9AU  piBS 

JO  9DJnOS    9qi    pUB    >lJOj[    UOODDB"y;    9q;    U99A\pq    p9iBn5IS  *J9AIi 

s9uio[^  S9Q  9q;  JO  :iu9UJ9AOjduii  9qj  joj  ;ubjS  9q;  jo  uoi;iod 
p94snrpBun  9q;  Xq  p9SB9JDUi  9q  „  pjnoAV  X^puBnb  ^Bqi  piBS  9q 
*BA\oj  JO  9;bi5  9qi  04  p92jBqD  Xi^uBnb  sq;  SuiaiS  J9yB  *qDiqA\  u| 
*4U9ui9AO.iduji  |BUJ9:iui  JO  s9sodjnd  9q)  joj  s9;B4g  jbj9A9s  9qi  o; 
p94UBi§  U99q  pvq  ^Bqi  puB(  JO  ;unoiuB  9q4  jo  *iU9uiiJBd9p  puB{ 
9q;  JO  pB9q  9qi  9uioD9q  U9q)  pBq  J9Diyo  qDiqA\  'joij91UI  9q;  Jo 
Xjbj94D95  9qj  04  ;jod9J  b  9pBiu  J9U015SIU1UI03  9qi  'oSgi  *XjBn 
-UBf  JO  q^t^i  9q;  uo  "XBp  X|jb9  ub  ;b  p9n!UJSUBJ^  9q  p|noAv 
puB  uoi^BJBdgjd  JO  9SjnoD  ui  sbm  ;sq  9q;  ;Bq)  *>lJOj  uooddb^ 
Baoqv  spuBj  ^ubjS  j9au  squioj^  S9Q  9q^  JO  ^sq  b  qjiAV  p9qsiujnj 
9q  ;qSiui  9;b4S  9qi  :jBq;  p94S9nb9J  pBq  oqM  *s>[Joy^  ^fWVI 
JO  pjBog  9q;  JO  XjBpj99S  U9q;  *suibiiji^  9ss9f  9;ojav  931^0 

pUBq  |BJ9U99  9q;  JO  J9U0ISSIUJUJ03  9q4  '6\%\   *6l  J9qUI909Q 

•S9JDB  ZgZg'^S^  U99q  9ABq  o^  pjos  snqj  puB]  JO  X;puBnb  9^ 
3uiAvoqs  •et'gi  '\z  9unf  pip  9q  qoiqAV  *uoi^BAi9S9J  jo  j9pjo  9q; 
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o^  joud  S3;if;s  P^^!"/!  ^H^  -^q  PPs  ussq  pnq  ijDiqAv  '>(ioj  uood 
-aira  9q;  JO  q^ou  ;ubj3  9q;  jo  s^iuiii  aq;  uiq;iM  suoipss  ppo 
oq^  JO  ;sii  B  pjBMJOj  puB  ;no  s^bui  o;  X^q  bavoj  ^b  soiyo  puBq 
oq:j  JO  J9ApD3-g  puB  JD^siSa-jj  9q;  ps^DSJip  9ui|i  siubs  3q;  ;b 
*3unoj^  •  j^  '"a  *^^iyO  pu^  jBJOUsr)  sq^  jo  j^uoissiiuuio^  9qj^ 
•3SU  u3Ai3  aiui;  o;  suii;  ujojj  SBq  ;ubj3  sq;  qDiqM  o;  Xsj3a 

-Oj;UOD  Xj9A9  X|JB3U  JO  UOpBUJUlJSpp  3q;  UI    PBJ   9AISID3P   9q; 

Uddq  SBq  puB  *9DU!S  j9A9  p9nunuoD  sBq  uotfVdu^spu  ;Bq;  puB 
'uoipnjisuoD  ;Bq;  o;  SuipjoDDB  *;ubj3  9qi  ui  p9pniDui  spuBj 

3q:^  IJB  91BS  UIOJJ  ,^  9Ai9S9J  „  O;    SJ9DiyO    piIB|    JBDOJ    9q^    p9p3Jip 

*6t'gi  *i  9unf  uo  *90iyo  puBq  jbj9U99  9q;  jo  J9uoissjuiiuo3 
^\\X  *Xjb49jd9S  9q;  Xq  ;ubj§  9qi  jo  uoipnj;suoD  puB  uoiuido 
siq^  q;iAv  XuouiJBq  uj  •j9au  squio^  sdq  gq;  jo  ,,ODjnos„ 
oqi  *iubj2  9q;  o;  iiiuq  ujoq^jou  9joui  puB  J9q;ouB  (|ps  Suijbd 
-ipui  *p9Di;ou  9q  \\\A\  %]  'snqjL  ^/unossn\[  jo  a^B^g  9q:)  ui  j9au 
sqj  uo  spuBj  o;  ^ou  ;nq  *q;noui  s;i  o;  boahos  s;|  uiojj  J9au  aq; 
JO  S9pis  q^oq  uo  *p9^B;s  uj9J9q^  sb  'spu9;x9  uopssnb  ui  ;ubj3 
^q:j  5Bq^  uoiuido  9q;  jo  ujb  puB  'uoi;BDiunuiujoD  jnoX  ui  pDUiB; 
-UOD  A\9|A  9q;  UI  noX  q;iM  jnouoD  \  „  :  piBs  *;ubj3  oq;  Suina^s 
-uoD  'Xfdsj  ui  Xjb;9JD9S  9q;'6"t7gi  "z  qojBj^  puB  \o-\  p9jj9j9j  :)snf 
|'BUOui9ui  9q;  ui  pauiBjuoo  suiJ9i  9uibs  9q;  X[|BpuB;sqns  ui  ^so; 
-ojd  B  'spuBj  Dqqnd  sq;  j9ao  uoipipsunf  pBq  U9q^  oqM  *XjnsBOjj^ 
9q^  JO  XjBpjDss  '•'^^FA\  f  y^q<^"a  ^^  p9ss9jppB  sso.iSuo^  UI 

S3AllB;U9S9jd9-y;    pUB    SiO^BUSg    BAVOJ    9q;    '6^%\     *g    XjBHUBf 

spBui  XpB9i|B  9soq^  joj  X^iuuispui  oABq  pjnoqs 
q:jb:jS  9q;  :iBq;  puB  *9sb9D  pjnoqs  uopBuiBpojd  9q^  jspun  s9[Bs 
^Bq^  p9>ISB  SBM  -\,\  puB  *9pBui  XpBOJjB  9jn;ipu9dx9  9Sjb|  9q; 
ssopsn  J9pu9j  puB  *pBj;uoD  J9pun  U9q^  ;u9ui9AOjduii  9q;  jo 
uoi^jod  9q;  9piduioD  o;  sub9ui  9jqB|iBAB  ^uspiynsui  Suiab9|  Xq 
uSisdp  s^j  ;b9J9P  *;uBaS  oq;  jo  93Bn3uB|  puB  ^uids  9q;  04  Xjbj^ 
-UOD  9q  pjnoM  *p9Sjn  sbav  ;i  *qDiqA\  *>[JOj  uooddb"^  9q)  9AoqB 
spuB[  9q4  JO  uoiyod  B  JO  9IBS  9q^  JOJ  ;u9pis9J(j  9q;  Xq  uopBiu 
-Bpojd  9q;  o;  9pBui  osjb  sba\  90U9J9j9'a  •;u9ui9AOjduji  9q;  JO 
sd|iiii  p9jpunq  b  Xjjb9u  pbj^uod  jspun  ind  pBq  *uo|pnj;suoD 
4Bq^  Xq  p9DU9nyui  *s>[jo^  ^iW^d  Jo  pj^og  ^q^  4^qi  pg  ^q^ 
puB  *o;  p9aj9j9J  XpB9jjB  'gt^gi  'Iz  XjBnjq9j  JO  *90iyo  puBq  IBJ9 
-U3£)  9q;  JO  J9U01SSIU1UJ03  9q;  jo  J9;pi  9q;  ui  p9uiB;uoD  ;ubjS 
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9q;  JO  uot;Dnj;suoD  oq;  a)p9i  o;  papddoojd  ibu6iu9io  ^m 

'iCiBpunoq  OJ? 
-q^ou  s;i  ^/zogv  ,,  saijiu  Xubui  „  9^5  9q;  jo  uiiBp  oq;  Suiqsnd 
'U99S  sq  iijM  51  *snq^  sjnjBjsiSdq  sqx  ^/paseojo  suq  pjuo; 
-UJ3;  9q;  ajdqM  ^uiod  sq;  /w^?/^?^  s^jiiu  Xutui  j9au  pres  ssssojd 
qDiqM  JO  3uq  sq;  'o^B^gJ  »q^  Jo  s^ituq  sq;  uiq^iM  pauyuoo 
SBAV  JO  'uopBijdojddB  JO  pB  sq;  jo  9uip  sq^  vs  ps^sixa  ^is? 
BAvoj  JO  Xjo^uj^x  ^m  J^  XjBpunoq  3qj  o;  p9pu3^X9  ^i  j^qpq* 
:  ^lAv-o;  ';ubj3  sq;  jo  ^luiq  9q;  0%  sb  s^qnop  quios  3S0JB  3J3ip 

sjjjo^DiiqnjjopaBogsq^jouoi^BziuBSjosqjjayV  ♦  ♦  *  *^W 
9q;  o;  q;noui  s^i  luojj  j9aij  piBs  jo  )U9ui9AOjduii  9q;  joj  ^bmoj 

JO  (XjO^UJOX  ^^H^)  3^^S  ^H^  ^^  p9;BUOp    SBM  J9AU  S9UI0}^  S3(I 

9q)  JO  S9[!ui  9Ai|  uiq)iM  p9)BudojddB  9siAU9q;o  ^oa  puHf  jo  nop 
-D9S  9;buj9;ib  Xj9A9  'Ql^gi  '^snSny  ui  p9ssBd  pE  jnoX  Xg,, 

:  piBs  SBM  ji  qoiqA 
•  ui  ';uBa3  9q;  jo  ;u9^x9  9qj  o;  SAi^Bpj  ss9j3uo3  o;  jbuouwui  t 
p9SS9jppB  q^uoui  )Bq;  jo  Aep  q^gi  9q;  uo  puB  uoiss9S  jBinSai 
UI  piu  BMOi  JO  9JniB|s;?9q  9q;  'g'^S^  'J9qui9D9Q  UI  ,/pJ^ 
siq;  UI  s;D9dsojd  J9q  o;  ;u9ui!p9duii  Xub  Xq  p9ssBJjiBqu»  ^ 
Mou  pjnoM  9;bjs  9q;  puB  'pj  ^sjy  S9|iui  Xyiq;  9q;  o^  uopjpps 

UI    'PBJ^UOD    J9pun    ;U9UI9AOjdmi    p9;Bjdui94UOD    ^IfX    JO  S9iini 

X^xis  9DBid  o;  pjBoq  siq)  p9DU9rqjui  SBq  uoiuido  iBJ9qn  Xoa 
jnoj^  „     :  piBS  •9Jb;s  9q^  Xq  p9uiiBp  sb  ;ubjS  9q;  jo  s;iui|i  3ip 

Uiq^IAV  9JOJ9J9q;  pUB  a9AI^    S9UIOJ^  S9Q  9q^  JO  >lJOJ     UOODDB^ 

9q;  9AoqB  spuBf  9q;  jo  9uios  qons  sb  Suipnpui  'spuBj  Dijqnd 

JO  9IBS  B  JOJ  ;U9piS9J J  9q;  JO  UOI^BUIBpOjd  B  O;  SuiJJ9J9J  *WHK) 
pUBq    IBJ9U9r)    3q;  JO  J9U0ISS;U1UI03  9q;   O;  J9W9l   B    UI  S}[10^\\ 

^WV^d  }^  pj^^a  ^H^  JO  XjBpjD9S  ^V  *2^S^  *8i   J9quj94d9S 

,;vawj  JO  sttmi]  ^//;  utyfun  Amu  jvyf  jo  ju^jx^  ?]oym,  9ip  f^ 
'ifSnoAtii  *J9Aj'jj  s9uioj^  S9Q  9q^  JO  S9|nu  9Ag  uiq;iAv  suopo9s  a;^ 

-J9;jB   9q^  O;  p9pi;U9  si  S^B^g  9q;  9DU9H  „    •  SMOJJOJ  SB  J9W9I  5!? 

pspnpuoD  *;ubjS  9q;  jo  suij9)  9q;  o;  Suuj9J9j  J9yB  puB  ,,  Uojo^ 
;Bq;  uo  p9;s9nb9J  U99q  SBq  9Diyo  siqj  jo  uoiuido  9q;  puB  *9^gi 
*4sn3n V  Jo  q^g  jo  ;db  sq;  Xq  bmoj  o;  9pBui  ;ubj3  9q;  jo  1U9P« 
9q^  o;  SB  U9SUB  SBq  uops9nb  y  m  •  P!^s  sSuiq;  J9qp  Suoin? 
*s>iJO^  Dijqn J  JO  pjBog  9q;  jo  Xjb;9jd9S  ^H^  ^^  J^W9i  b  ui  s^SBO 
puBT  |BJ9U9Q  9q4  JO  J9U0ISSIU1U103  9q;  '%^^\  *£z  XjBnjqaj 
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•JJJOM 

9q;  JO  uopnodsojd  sq^  uiJSsq  o^  jbus^bui  pun  s;u3uinj4sui 
Xjbss3D3U  3q;  jo  ssBqDJnd  oq;  joj  puB  *J93uj3u9  J^iqo  b  jo 
;u3uiXoidiu9  3q;  joj  'ps^Biduis^uoD  j^pBJBqD  sq;  jo  s>[joa\  jo 
uoipsdsui  3q^  JOJ  s3;b4S  J^H^o  Suijisia  jo  9su9dx3  sq;  Xbjj^p 
01  qDiqM  qaiM  *spunj  Sujsihj  joj  9pBui  U9qi  sbm  uoisiAOjd  puB 
'Zt^gi  *22  J9quj9;d3s  ppq  sbm  pjBog  9qi  jo  Suii99ui  ;sji|  9qx 

•pB  3uf 
-;ubj2  9q;  Xq  p9Jinb9j  sb  sp99DOjd  9q;  XjddB  puB  spuBj  p9;uBj3 
9qi  JO  9sods;p  o;  sbm  ;t  X;np  9soqM  *J9jnsB9JjL  puB  Xjbi9JD9S 
'lU9piS9J  J  B  JO  SupSISUOD  \,S>{JO^  ^FR^d  JO  pj^^^fl  ^  .»  3u|;b9jd 
Xq  J9AU  9q)  JO  uopBSiABU  9qa  SuiAOjduii  JO  >{jOM  9q;  uodn  2u\ 
-J9)U9  JOJ  uoisiAOjd  9pBUJ  'iJt'gi  *XjBnjq9j  JO  \\^fz  9q;  uo  9;bis 
9q;  JO  9Jn;Bisi39q  9q;  *p9;s9A  9ui039q  snq^  SuiABq  9111^  oqx 

•91b;s  9q;  ui  p9;s9A  Xi9;Bip9uiui!  uodn9J9q)  ;ubj3 
9q)  Xq  p9Xi|  ;iuiq  9iiui  9ai)  9q;  uiq^iM  suoposs  p9J9quinu-ppo 

9qi  O;  9pi;   9q;   pUB  *p9UJ9DUOD    SBM   ;UBj3    9qi  JO  UOpBDO]   9q) 

SB  jBj  OS  9;b;s  9q;  Xq  p9iuJOjj9d  9q  o;  pB  X|uo  9q;  sbm  siqj^ 

,/suoip9s  ppo  9qi  papsps  „  pBq  X9q; 
;Bq;  uiiq  o;  p9;jod9j  *suoip9j9s  9q;  9>ibui  o;  bmoj  jo  jouj9 
-AOQ  9qi  Xq  p9;uioddB  XjsnoiA9jd  sj9UOissiiuuio3  9q;  'Xouuog 

*H    HBISOf     pUB     SUIBJli;^     9SS9f    'Qt'gl     *J^T    J9qU19D9Q  .    ,/SJ9q 

-uinu  U9A9  9q;  q;jM  9Soq)  jo  'ppo  9q;  qjiM  suoip9s  9qi  p9ps 
IjiM  9q  j9qpqM  jouj9Aoq  9q;  Xq  pssiApB  9jb  noX  ]|p  'j9A9Moq, 
*j9;;biu  siq;  ui  noX  Xq  pBq  9q  ubd  uoipB  o^  „     :  piBs  j9Diyo 

StUBS  9qi  *X;i3  BMOI  ;B  9DiyO  pUBl  JBDOJ  9qi  JO  J9ApD9^  pUB  J91 

-si39'jj  9q;  0%  p9ss9jppB  'spuBj  9q;  jo  uopBDOj  puB  uoipaps  9qi 
o;  SupBpj  '9;bp  9uibs  9q)  jo  J9q;ouB  ui  puB  ^,  i  J9A|")j  s9uio j^ 
^Q  ^^^}o^M?J  uooQOV^  ^yf  Of  'unossij^  JO  XjBpunoq  uj9q;jou 
9qi  '9UIJ  s^UBAijing  uiojj  „  p9pu9;x9  ;ubj3  9qi  *J9UOissiuiuio3  ^\\\ 
JO  uoiuido  9qi  u;  *iBq;  p9;BDipui  'J9di(j  'n  s9iuBf  j9uoiss;uiiuo3 
-SuipB  Xq  U9:i;uM  puB  'g^^  i  'I  i  jgqopo  p^^Bp  's9j;uoqinB  9;b;s 
9qi  o;  9Diyo  puBq  jBJ9U9r)  9q;  luojj  uopBDjuniuiuoD  ;sjij  9qx 

'L^^i  *6  XjBnuBf  psAOjddB  *9jn;BiS!39T  9q; 
JO  uoi;rnos9J  ;uiof  b  Xq  9;b;s  9q:>  Xq  p9;d9DDB  sbm  ^ubjS  9qx 

•91^8 1  *%Z  J9qU19D9Q  poAOjddB  'ss9j3uo3  JO  pB  Xq 
9;bis  ^  ^  "^I^fl  ^ V  ^V^\  P^WJujpB  SBA\  BMOI  P  ^o;uJ9X  ^qx 
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Supq  s)i  uodn  ^udpusd^p  )ucjS  dip  Sui>|6ux  jo  'djqvSuwu  JdAU 
Qq;  3>|Bui  o^  3;b;s  9q^  Suumbaj  pB  sq;  uj  Suiq^ou  si  oj^q^  4Fip 
puB  *J3a;^  sauioj^  s3q  3q;  jo  uopcSiABu  sq;  ?aoj(fiut  o\  Xjoj 
-UJ3X  P!^s  Smptv  JO  9sodind  oq^  joj  p9)UEjS  sbav  pubj  sqj  icqi 
p3AJ9sqo  oq  HjM  ;i  Dp  ,/j09J3q^  jouJSAor)  ^qj  Xq  psjuioddB 
3q  oj  'siu33b  jo  ^U33b  ub  Xq  Xjo^ujax  Pf^s  uiq;iA\  p^pops  oq  oj 
*J9AU  piBS  JO  3pis  qDB3  uo  q^pjM  ui  S9|iui  3Ay  dujs  B  ui  •pQjBud 
-ojddB  JO  *p9J3qiunDU9  *jo  pasodsip  3siMJ9q;o  \ow  puB  pjosun 
3uiuiBiu9J  spuBf  Djiqnd  9q)  jo  'suoip^s  91Buj3^ib  ui  'X^aioui 
|Bnb9  9UO  *Xjo;ijj9x  Pf^s  ui  >|JOj[  uooddb^  9q;  o^  q^noui  s]i 
uiojj  J9Ai^  s9U!Oj^  S9Q  9q4  JO  uopB^jABU  9qj  9AOJduii  o;  Xjo) 
-UJ9X  PJBS  SuipiB  JO  9sodjnd  9qi  joj  *bavoi  jo  Xjoiuj9x  ^V  ^\ 
p9;uBjS  „  sBAv  9J9q^  '<)^%\  *8  ;snSnv  Jo  ss9j3uo3  jo  4db  Xg 
•S9JDB  ooo'oof*!  ;noqB  p9uiB;uoD  ;i  J9qio  oqj  o)  3ui 

-pjODDB  *S9J0B  000*00^  inoqB  XlUO  p9UJBlU03  )ubjS  9q;  lUIBp  JO 
A\9IA  9UO  O;  SuipjODDB  9]iqAV  JOJ    f  [IBA9jd  Xl|BUy  pfnoqS  *1U9JX3 

sjf  o;  SB  s9U09q:>  jo  siuinp  SuipiyuoD  oavj  jo  qDiqAv  uodn 
*U99s  9q  ii|M  ;i  *p9pu9d9p  p9pu9)ui  SBM  ;i  qDiqAv  joj  9Sodjnd 
9qi  JOJ  9niBA  XuB  JO  X[[B9j  SBM  ^ubjS  9q;  ;ou  JO  J9qpq^w 

•UOpU9lUOD  SnOIA9jd  9q4  Ul  p9A|0A 

-UI  spuBj  9q;  o;  d^q  jo  suijBp  SuipiyuoD  jo  ;no  av9j2  qoiqAv 
*9p|s  J9qio  9qj  uo  •s99jubj9  S4i  puB  XuBdujo3  pBOJijB-}!  25  uoi^bS 

-lAB^  S9UIOJ^    SDQ  9q;  SB  UA\OU>[  UOpBJOdjOD  9qi  pUB  *9piS  3U0 

uo  'S9)B4S  P^ljufl  ^m  '^ll^uy  ^nq  *sJ9i;ps  9q)  *;sjy  ^b  *u99M] 
-9q  puoD9s  9qj^      ^uji  XjBpunoq  uJ9mJOU  s;i  jo  uopBOOj  9ll) 
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]]Buis  B  pUB  *UQq4  Xoq  b  ^nq  9J3a\  3^  'suBipuj  jo  squj  39>jnBS 
oq:^  Xq  Xj]Bd!DuiJd  psjiqBqui  sba\  3uioq  jno  U3q;  sbm  qDjqAV 
X^uno^  siABQ  JO  uopjod  3q;  sjiqAv  'sssuaspjiM  b  sbav  X^uno^ 
^IF^^M  *^sod  SuipBj^  sanDsqo  ub  sbav  BA\uin«o  ^^  P^P"IF 
3UI;;  9q;  ;v      '^WS  siq;  jo  Xjo^siq  X[jb3  3q;  puiui  jno  o; 

SJJBDSJ  JO^BUag  SS^B^S    P^^jUfl  SB  [pMOJJ   'J]/V  J^  UOIlD9f3  9qX  „ 

:oZ8^  "!  PJ^  ^^S  ^A^uii^o  ^H^  P  suBAg    g  pnuiBg  uj^ 

t'Sgi  UI  diqsjoujSAor)  3q;  o; 

pS^DSp  SBAV  S9lUUr)  '^  S3UIBf  U9qM  BMOJ  O^  9U1BD  ^Bq;  sSuBqD 

IBopqod  3qj  joj  puiiu  jBjndod  sq^  SuuBdsjd  '\\  q;iM  SuofB 

;U3M  i)%Jl  SJpAVOH  pJBM^S^M  9q;  OJ  pUB  XsjIBy^^  SaUIOJ^  S9Q 
9q;    dn   P9AOUI    4U9UI9H;9S    pUB    UOpBj3llU.JO    9ABM    9q;    SB    pUB 

61^81  UI  >in>|095£  o;  JsdBd  siq  >ioo;  9^  bmoj  ui  puB  X9iib^ 
s9U!Op\i   S9Q  9qi  UI   uoiuido   J9dBdsA\9u  JO   J9>iBui    iB[;u9;od 

5SOU1  9q;  SBAV  IPMOJ^  a  *f  S98I  O;  ^V%\  UIOJJ  ^DUBApB 
J9p:)9S  JO  9UII  UIBUI  B  SBAV  XgjJBA  |njHnB9q  SJI  pUB  SJ9AIJ  BMOJ  JO 
J9iqD  SBAV  S9UlOI/^  S9Q  9qX       •J9qp2o;    9J9AV    spOOAV    pUB    SJ9AU 

9q;  puB  'spjjinbs  9>{!i  spooAV  9q;  o;  puB  qsy  9>ii|  sujb9j;s  9q; 
o;  >ioo;  SJ9JW9S  'Xijb9  9q;  joj  *sj9au  9q;  Suojb  sbav  uopBjSiui  jo 

4U91U9AOIU  9qjL       sXbAVJIBJ  p91Bp9;UB  JU9UJ9m9S  XlJB9  S,BAVOJ 

•BAVOJ  UI  UISIJBU 

-jnof  Siq^  o;  sb  [pAvojj  p9iBJ  Xi;u9piA9  9Jinbs^  di;bjdoui9Q 
siq;  S9JB4S  ps^jufi  9q;  ui  uisqBUjnof  Siq^vV  ^^  ^^^^  X9p9JQ 
4Bqyv\  ^'•'"OH  "^  J^  J94JBnb  pBq  „  b  Xubui  uiiq  9Ab2  sjo4ip9 
OAV4  9soq4  4nq  *ubui  Xipui>i  b  Xiib9J  sbav  9^  ujgq^  jo  9>ii[sip 
s^ojinbg^   DpBJDOui9Q   9q4  JO  JopjB  9q4  Xq  ipAvoj^  g  f  puB 

•VAVOI    HO   SIVNNV  oS£ 
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<(9|99jr)    SDBJOH    pOJ9qiUQUI3J    9ABq   Xj!SB9    pjnoqs    I   9SIMJ9q)a 

S3UJBU  3^  UAvou>i  ^ou  pBij  J  ji      pinoD  X^q;  ;jojuioD  ^BqM 

0;UI  SOpiS  9ABDUO0  J^qi  pOqD^BJDS  *5I3343  UHipUJ    UO  %0\  ^S^UZ9\ 

9Vfl  *s3oq  pD3|3Bq-JOZB4  siq  jjJBq  qSnoj  s^i  ;su;b3b  puB  ssnoq 
siq  JO  ^uojj  ui  opispBOj  ^q;  ;b  poo;s  sjod  XjojjDiq  b  u3iBduiB^ 

Xj9A3  UJ        l^JIDll  ODOJODCrj   Sq;    pUB    UOS>[DBf    JBiQU^f)  jqj  OIUI^. 

XjdAd  pqos  diqsuMOjLS9U|op\i  s9q  ujn;9j  pjnoqs  3q  )Bq)9SJdAiun 
^qi  puB  S3WS  p9;;ufi  aq^ JO  uopnji^suo^  ^q;  Xq  uxiq  uo  ;nd  X^np 
duidjdns  B  )i  )pj  oqAv  puB  diqsuAvo;  ^q;  joj  odb^j  oq;  jo  ^op. 
-snf  XjsnonupuoD  sbm  oqM  ..sJtnbg^  „  di^bjdoiu^q  b  sbm  pooq 
-Xoq  Xiu  Suunp  sjoqqSiau  )S9jb9u  jno  jo  suq  '^uioq  X;uno3 
udjng  UB^  jno  ui  paoAv  pioq^snoq  b  sjbsXjoj  u^aq  pBq  duiBu  siq 
^nq'Cggi  jo  n^J^H^  ui  ;u3pn;s  avbj  b  sb  jjnjfoa^  o;  ;u9av  j  jpun 
uiiq  MBS  J9a;)u  {  MdqiuduidJ  puB  pjBsq  j  souibu  )sji;  ^q)  jo 
9UO  SBM  siq  puB  X4uno3  udjng  ub^  ui  luoq  sbm  i  *qiJM  pduo 
-jfOQj  9q  o;  pBq  jBq)  bmoj  ^noqSnojq;  puB  Xsjpe^  sduioj^  sqq 
9q)  UI  JdMod  B  ujiq  dpBiu  uoos  sm9ia  siq  ssdjdxd  o;  JddBd  b 
qiiM  p9iu3uxa[ddns  udqM  )U9ui9Sbubui  iBDi;ijod  u;  3djoj  sjpMOH 
•JW  'St'gi  "?  ^!  iqSnoq  ssjmo^  h  f  puB  ipMO^  'JK  ^^H^ 
sjbqX  OMi  sujos  paqsqqnd  U33q  pBq  ^/y^Jl  ^^IPA  ^^^}oj/f  S9(j 
9t(X  ^u?4^  I  BnbriBSOQ^  ui  pp^B^s  sbm  JddBd  3iqyvV  ^sjif 
3q;  udqM  mou>i  jou  op  i  'q)3u9J)s  ^Aipupsip  puB  JBqnDdd 
JO  UBUJ  B  SB  JO  ud^ods  puB  ;qSnoq)  sbm  9q  ;Bq;  os  uoiuido 
oifqnd  uo  X^qBUOSiDd  siq  pdss^jduii  IPMOH  'JJV  uo  u3iBduiB> 
;Bq;  uiojj  uo^Suiuijbj  jbsu  psunq  sbm  puB  'H'gi  ^^^^  ^H^ 
;noqB  p3ip  ^H  *;u9uiu3dx3  siq  j3ao  sabS  puBpau^  mj^  puB 
uoM  j^uijoj  3qx  *;[  P3JOABJ  oqM  dsoq;  puB  q;[B9MUOuiuiOD 
3ui>iuiqi-33Jj  s,puBi33U^  o;  pssoddo  3J3m  oqM  ssoqj  jo  sDpqod 
o\  pjBSsj  ^noq^iAv  uoiiqBOD  b  sbm  z^^\  jo  uoi;d9J3  9qj^  'Xjo^. 
-uj3i  3U1BS  3qi  o;ui  3UIOD  pBq  oqM  suopBuiuiouap  uBpsuq^) 
snouBA  3q;  jo  sjopB^j  puB  S49isiuiui  sq;  q^iM  ^s^^uod  j33b^ 
Xj3a  b  33u3jiBqD  o;  diqsjspB^i  siq  J9pun  q3noud  [BpuB^sqns 
P9UI39S  3sudj3iu3  9q;  puB  X^ifiqB  3iqB43p;suoD  Xj3a  jo  ubui 
B  SBM  ^w  pjoqiooj  ou  3ABq  o;  sbm  XiiuBpsuq3  Di;Bui3op 
qDiqM  ui  9;bis  3ui>[U!q5-99Jj  b  3q  o^  sbm  siq  puB  Jd^uiq;  s^jj 
B  SBM  puBp3u>{  'jj^  X^uno^  U9jng  ub^  uj  *uo;3uiuiJBj[  pap. 
-;3s  puB  s^siuojoD  3UIOS  q^iM  M9IA  ^Bqi  q;iM  ;U9M  puB  X9ip2^ 

6^  maMOH   a  sawvf   noh 
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•sauioj^  S3Q  Di{;  U!  ipiBQMUoiuuxoD  DpsijBpos  B  psuuBjd  uo^sog 
JO   puBja^u^j  jsuqv     ot'gi   ;noqB  si|)|B9muou]iuod  l^spi  joj 

ssuiaqDS  puB  s^udiuuddxd  oi^sjibidos  vpi^  Suiuids;  aj3Av  sdojng 
JO  ;jBd  B  puB  s3;b4S  uj9;sBg  Dqx  '^o;siq  bmoj  ui  umo  s^i 
JO  js^dBqo  B  S9AJ3S3P  sapnifB  ;q3u^  sSpnf  qoiqM  o^  et'gi  ui 

X^uno^  UQjng  ub^  ui  uSiBduiBD  sqi  jo  9SBqd  snoiSipj  sqx 

'P9aj93a03  9J9M  Xdq)  SB  J«J  SB  P9iJ09  9J9M  Xdq) 

^qnop  oa  9ABq  j  paB  'X^qSnBq  paB  snbsnjq  oiiq  iqSnoq;  9t\]\  )Ou  pip  sq  dsoq)  poB 
'pdpsdfidj  poB  pdifn  aq  )Bq)  saosjsd  q)iA  )UBSB9[d  poB  9|qBi30s  sbm  s}^  *p|no3 
^q  )Bqi  miq  0)ai  pdifod  pooS  sqi  (pi  )9S  puB  q9jnq3  o)  o3  o)  p33(i[  aq  Xbs  laiq 
■piB^q  dABq  X  *9i9q  9im^  sjanBoa  snoi3ii9J  ui  9iBJ9pom  iaqiBJ  sbm  9h  '^H^l 
-nSaj  qojmqo  s^dUB^  -jj^  p9pa9nB  9q  paB  spuauj  oubm  9J9m  aoBq  isiubq  'Aa*^ 
-9q)  pnB  [i9MO{{  'piag  9q)  9ab9[  poB  X9110A  b  j^o  \9[  p[noM  aq  qSnojqi  )93  p[noM 
IpMOu  n9qM  poB  'pafqns  aq)  )BqM  janBm  oa  'jaj^ip  01  paSBaBUi  sXbm^b  )som  Xaq; 
'poB  'aiqB)  aqi  )b  XuBJauaS  8aujn330  'ddBa-){  puB  uaMOH  uaaM^aq  sia^anooaa 
lB)aaai  aq)  Xofaa  o)  pasn  puB  aaqi  SanoX  aiinb  sbal  j  */i^^  f/vf)  aqi  Moa 
•SI  XBi\M.  paqsiiqB)sa  puB  sajnjxy  paB  ssajd  q)iM  ^n^oa^  o)  paAom  Xaq)  6i^gi  jo 
Sauds  aq)  ai  poB  *j^t^/i4  ^IJ^A  ^H'  3uiqs!m'^<^  ^^^^  saiMO^  3y  liaAiOH  ^uiji  iBq; 
^V  T-"*^  o^  s.jaqiora  Xra  o)  aoiBO  'OBmSpug  3|aBJj{  puB  ddBu^  '3  'f  'sa(M03 
'Yi  sauiBf  q)iM  jaq^aSo)  'naMOH  *j^  gi^gi  jo  jamoins  aqi  a]  '^tgi  'qaJB^ 
^i  9JIM  siq  JO  q)Bap  aq)  (i^un  aoaq)  paAi[  paB  |[bj  aq)  at  Xiioibj  siq  q)iM  ui  paAom 
poB  jaoiains  )Bq)  aouapisaj  b  )iinq  a^  'ajojaq  JBaX  aq)  's^atq)  [  'BnbnBSoa>[  o) 
-soiBa  a(|     'ttgi  JO  dauds  aq)  ai  [(aMOji  'j^  q)iM  pa)aiBnb3B  auiBaaq  )uy  j 

:  pui  o;  S31UAV  puB  'dJdq;  dDU^pisdJ  sjpMOH 
"jj^  Suunp  Xoq  b  sbav  'BnbnBsos^i  jo  'uMOjg  q  uqof  uj^ 

•^njjoa^  o)  paAomaj  aq  ipan 
'qornqo  apiji  )Bq)  jO  iaqaiam  a^qBR^BA  )soai  paB  3aipBa[  b  'ajiA  s{q  q)iA\  'sbal  puB 
-'auBq  laiaBQ  'Xiooiaai  snopajd  jo  aBm  )Bq)  jO  Xj)siuiu]  aq)  japan  qajnq3  [buoi) 
'B3aa3ao3  aq)  paaiof — Moa^  njAk  noX — ^^gi  jo  €tgi  ai  *Xbs  *paiJJBai  sbm  aj-i 

-uoiun  aq)  o)  jo  3By  aq)  O)  aouBiSauB  XBM-j[Bq  XaB 
-aq  p|no3  ajaq)  )Bq)  pa))iaipB  jaAau  an  'qSnojq)  |[b  paB  jsao  i[b  uoiaQ  aq)  joj 
)oa  SBM  oqM  aao  XjaAa  paB  s^aqaj  paiBq  XnBtpjoa  )sou]  an  'aisiaB3i[qnda'^  jo 
-OS  *Xja83iq^  jo  pay  'XjaSSiq^  jo  SBapi  aq)  ^b  poB  uoipa)Ojd  ao  ')q3u  jaAaJOj 
^)q3u  ajaM  s3iq^  aoip-pjo  puB  Xbq  )Bq)  paAaifaq  XfqSnoJoq)  an  'Maa)(  jaAa 
I  oBoi  jaqio  XaB  aBq)  sBapi  jo  saoi)oa  apBJoouiacj  p[0  jo  ujapooi  q)iAv  aaaapBd 
-ssai  pBq  aq  ^aiq)  \  '3aiajn)  jo  Mopvqs  jo  ssaaa^qBUBA  oa  sbm  aiaq)  moqM 
ai  OBaqqnda*^  puB  3iqy^  b  sbm  ^w  *ajn)Ba  jo  )jBaq  ja[qoa  jo  japui^t  b  pBq  aABq 
nam  iLV^  pX  paB  'ai)Bai3op  paB  [BUO)B)3ip  'XiqSnsq  sbm  aq  )Bq)  uoissajduii  aq) 
•O)  pa[  siq)  aa^o  '°^™  aAi)isod  paB  aAissajdmi  )soai  b  sbm  a^  ')Badaj  )0u  paaa 
I  puB  )noqB  i|B  Moa^i  noX  'uoissimoio^  smiBQ  ujaq)nos  jo  jaqmam  *a)Baas  sa)B)s 
tp9)tufx  *nisiiBajnof  ai  ajq  ja^  sjh  „*JBindod  paB  ajBs  *qDanB)s  jaAa  „  *K^j  9fVQ 
3in}[oa;^  aq)  o)ai  mou^i  noX  sb  SupBaimino — ^msi[Bajnof  o)ui  aoissajojd  siq  uiojj 
f>a^up  XipinpBj3 — ^BnbnBSoa^  oi  jadBd  3jq^  b  pa)JB)s  sa[M03  'h  *!  pa«  ^^,  J'y 
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-9J9ip  aoos  JO  snip  siq)  ^noqy  '3iiBJ0oai9Q  Xi3aiox{9i(MJ9AO  3otdq  Suni9AJ9Vi? 
S9i)ano3  sq)  \\v  pnB  )i  pav  'noijtvji^  o)  3aipu3)X9  *9%ib\  Saiaq  pu)sip  dqt  'idi^Dp 
siq  JO  pidqv  3iiiuanj  q9noq)i«  'pdjvajap  svm  ]nq  'uopnipsao^  sq)  japnn  uopoap 
;sjij  9q)  *gffii  u\  diqs9Spnf  9qi  joj  Xauio  siuX^  )suni3«  9ivpipuB3  b  sbm  9h 

-)1UBJ  )S9qdiq  9qi  a9^B)  9ABq  pinoM  9q  apj9qi 
p9naiiao3  pBq  aq  ji  puB  *uoiss9jojd  sq)  ui  asiaiojd  jan^q  p^q  uaui  m9J  -^aa^ 
9qi  O)  p9qsnd  XiqB  sXbmib  poB  9J93ais  sao!piAao3  siq  paB  puoq  siq  sbm  pjOM 
9soqM  9ao  SB  aiiq  uodn  pajldi  JBq  puB  )jno3  puB  tsdDUBjsainDjp  ][B  J9pan  XqpoA 
-)Siu)  'jouoq  JO  [nos  aqj  sbm  pX  puB  sjudiudp  doiBS  9q)  pBq  9q  ji9Xmb[  b  sy 

•^qSnoj  aq  qoiqM  joj  Xvind  aqi  Xq  psAO^  qonm  sb  pue  aopis 
-oddo  aqi  Xq  pajBq  XnBipjoo  sbm  amij  aqj  joj  9j^  -saqowds  siq  jo  9jn)?a  oiisnB:> 
9q)  paB  jdauBui  snodSBjnoo  puB  iuBi|dp  siq  sbm  qDns  'sjsqio  Xubui  psssim  XpiBq 
pan  Jd)uno3U9  (Buosjsd  9uo  pBq  9f|  ')udM  sq  jSAajsqM  uiseisnq)u9  duisnojv 
*snoa3BJnoD  puB  p|oq  *aAiss9j3SB  sbm  J3A9  sb  puB  nSiBduiBD  )Bqi  ui  UBd  sah^b 
Xj3a  b  j^ooj  *UBiu  SunoX  B  q3noq;  *IP^0H  XjunoD  iBqj  ui  paiBdjdp  9J3m  sjbjo- 
-ouiaQ  aqi  aiun  jsjy  aqj—asnoH  ^qi  OJ  *sibjdoio3Q  'aaSuuraMS  puB  uoyBfj  puB 
'3iqM  *siA\37  puB  i  iiouno3  aqj  oj  *jBJDoaiaQ  *sai5|n3f  puB  *3iq^\  *JJ3qi3  pap^l^ 
puB  j/sjsiaoi3i|9j„  aqi  pBq  Xaqi  9\ii\ja  'sB9pi  poB  uaiu  ppi/ut  Xq  panoj^uoD  9J9m 
uopisoddo  aqi  jBqi  paSjBqo  s3iq^\  aqx  sajcpjpuBD  sqi  jo  sv9p%  snoiStpj  3q> 
3aidq  u3iBdiuBD  sqj  jo  siaauiap  Sujkojjuod  aqi  1  DijBJDOiuaci  ^V  P^'^  id^fDU  ooiuq 
pailBD-os  9q)  u9dM)9q  )S9)uo3  UMoa^t  ip^  ®V  Xjuno^  asjn^}  ub^  ui  sbm  'r^gi 
*JB9X  JX9U  Xj3a  aqx     'soiinod  joj  sjsbj  aAisinduii  puB  [BjnjBa  b   pBq   ipMOfj 

•ss9uisnq  poo3  b  pBq  aara  SunoX 
OM)  9saq^  uoos  Xja^^  -Xjunoo  aqj  jo  Ji.uaqs  spjBMJ9^jB  puB  •sjiDuno')  ibuo)u 
-J9X  qwnoj  puB  pjiqx  ^RJ  Jo  'saqquiassy  iBUOjmax  puooat;  poB  isjij  9q)  jo  J9q 
-uidin  B  SBM  9fj  'SJdaaBiH  JBindod  puB  Xf^jnoo  jsora  aqi  jo  OBinapoaS  b  sbm  \^L 
poB  j3Xmbi  b  pajq  ;ou  sbm  oqM  jnq  *umoj  aqi  jo  sjopudojd  aqi  jo  auo  sbm  oqM 
*ll^H  saiuBf  qjiM  diqsjdavred  b  pduuoj  ^\\  'uazi^p  b  sb  nonoupsip  jo  dsimojd  aqi 
puB  JdXMBi  B  SB  XjqiqB  iBnsnun  jo  aouapiAa  ^uBpunqB  paqsiujnj  9q  aoos  Xja  \ 

-uB^dq  asop 
poB  9]Biui)ui  jsoui  sjBaX  JO  diqspuauj  jno  snqj  poB  'daajs  oi  *dsnoq  ;da?f  \  dJsqM 
uiooj  aao  Xui  oj  uiiq  y\oo\  \  jqSiu  jcqx  'XBp  aqi  jo  jsooi  luads  3m  jdqiaSoi  puB 
93ij|o  Xm  o)  miq  pajiAui  \  puB^  m9u  aq)  ui  atuoq  b  Sui>(d9s  jsXmb^  SanoX  b  sbji^ 
9q  jBqi  punoj  puB  •uoijBSjaAUOO  o\w\  joS  'oiiq  O)  p^pBJjiB  sbm  [  •ajoj;>q  SoiudAd 
9qi  psAiJjB  pBq  oqM  jaSuBJis  siqi  punoj  i  *iSBj>\B9jq  oj  3uiof)  -asnoH  BnbnBS 
-oa>i  pp  aqi  jb  spara  Xui  3a!>|B)  sbm  i  *4aasqB  XfUBJoduiai  Suiaq  Xaqx  '(P^P 
-jBOi  SBM  1  ajojaq  aSjBqa  ui  *ipMpp3  "^  '14  aSpnf  sajv  puB  ddBU^  -3  -f  aSpnf 
•sjj^  Moa  *u9jpiiqD  oMi  jaq  qjiM  'aoiaag  -sji^  *jajsis  b)  asnoq  Suidaajj  sbm  \ 
'daiiaam  jsjy  jno  osp  sb  '[pM  raiq  jaqmsaidJ  \  itgi  *3unf  JO  ^«K  '^^'^  *90B|d 
jajjBi  aq)  ib  paAiJJB  'tnbnBsoa^f  01  aouaqi  *aunBDsni^  mou  *aoj3aiuioo]a  oj  isj^ 
*oiqo  luojj  'poo)SJapun  i  sb  'papABJ)  os  SaiABq  *>ioBqasjoq  uo  'ipMOj^  -g  'f 

:  sXbs  3q  siu 
psqsjujnj  Xipui>[  sBq  sq  s3;ou  puq  siuos  uj  sjsq;  j9Xmb| 
SunoX  B  XpBSJjB  SBM  's^Busg  s^^Bis  ps^lUjQ  sqi  JO  j^quidiu 
B  puB  BMOj  JO  SDjisnf  J3}q3  spjBAvaa^jB  *4q2u^  'O  a2j093 
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Annals  of  Iowa. 


Vol.  I.  No.  6.  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  July,  1894.  Thibd  Series. 


GOVERNOR  JOHN  CHAMBERS. 


BY    HON.    W.    PENN.    CLARKE, 
Reporter  of  the  Iowa  Supreme  Court,   1855-60. 


Colonel  John  Chambers,  the  second  territorial  Governor  of 
Iowa,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  the  year  1779.  In 
1792,  when  the  boy  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  his  father  mi- 
grated \\ith  his  family  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  here 
young  Chambers  grew  to  manhood.  The  State  was  then 
sparsely  settled,  and  owing  to  the  conflicts  which  were  con- 
stantly taking  place  between  the  settlers  and  the  Indians,  every 
cabin  was  a  little  fort;  it  was  known  as  the  **dark  and  bloody 
ground. '  ^  Every  man  and  boy  had  learned  to  use  a  rifle,  and  to 
hunt,  not  only  the  game  of  the  forests,  which  then  abounded^ 
but  to  hunt  and  fight  the  Indians  as  well;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  young  Chambers  at  an  early  age,  had  become 
familiar  with  the  weapons  of  defense,  and  been  trained  in  the 
mode  of  warfare  that  then  prevailed  in  the  frequently  occur- 
ring contests  with  the  aborigines  of  the  country.  He  early 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  took  part  in  the 
Indian  War  of  1811,  and  the  War  of  1812  with  Great  Britain, 
participating  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  and  serving  on  the 
staff  of  General  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  who  was  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  American  forces. 

How  and  where  young  Chambers  obtained  his  education,  I 
have  no  information,  but  as  Kentucky  in  1790,  contained  only 
a  little  over  60,000  people,  scattered  over  a  wide  area  of  terri- 
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tory,  and  as  at  that  early  period  every  hill  or  valley,  was  not 
dotted  with  school-houses,  and  every  village  did  not  contain 
an  embryo  college,  it  is  probable  that  he  received  his  early 
training  from  his  parents,  and  was  otherwise  self-taught.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  he  read  law,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  That  he  was  successful,  and  rapidly  rose  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed or  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  his  district.  At 
this  period  the  State  was  overrun  by  lawless  characters,  who 
were  a  terror  to  the  people,  but  by  forming  a  combination  with 
other  prosecuting  officers.  Chambers  soon  established  a  vigor- 
ous systepi  of  enforcing  the  criminal  laws,  which  made  safe 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens. 

As  he  advanced  in  years,  he  became  an  active  politician,  and 
belonged  to  that  galaxy  of  Whig  statesmen  and  orators,  which, 
headed  by  Henry  Clay  and  John  J.  Crittenden,  so  long  con- 
trolled the  politics  and  swayed  the  destinies  of  Kentucky. 
While  he  was  not  the  equal  of  those  leaders  as  an  orator,  he 
was  a  strong  and  forcible  speaker,  able  to  command  the  atten- 
tion of  audiences  which  had  imbibed  a  love  of  eloquence  from 
the  frequent  addresses  from  the  stump,  not  only  of  Clay  and 
Crittenden,  but  of  such  well  known  speakers  as  Tom  Marshall, 
Landaflf  W.  Andrews,  and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Breckenridge,  the 
well  known  and  eloquent  Presbyterian  minister,  not  to  mention 
others.  He  thus  became  prominent  before  the  people  of  his 
congressional  district,  and  in  1827  was  elected  to  Congress, 
serving  only  one  term.  Why  he  was  not  re-elected  is  not 
known,  nor  can  I  name  his  successor,  but  in  1835,  he  was  again 
sent  to  Congress,  where  he  served  four  years,  when  he  became 
the  compeer  of  Thomas  Corwin,  ex-Gov.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  and 
the  many  other  able  and  distinguished  men  during  that  period, 
and  where  he  participated  in  the  discussion  of  the  important 
measures  then  before  that  body,  such  as  the  reception  of  aboli- 
tion petitions,  which  led  to  many  exciting  scenes  in  that  body, 
and  the  like. 

Colonel  Chambers  was  a  great  admirer  of  Mr.  Clay  and  a 
4evoted  friend  of  General  Harrison,  with  whom  he  had  been  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


GOVERNOR  .JOHN  CHAMBERS.  427 

close  personal  relations;  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
hero  of  the  Thames  was  a  man  of  genial  nature,  easily  ap- 
proached, and  full  of  wit  and  repartee,  and  possessing  none  of 
the  coldness  of  i^ature  and  hauteur  of  demeanor  attributed  to 
his  grandson,  the  late  President  Harrison,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  his  early  friend  and  those  who  had  served 
with  him  in  the  Army  were  deeply  attached  to  him.  In  1839 
General  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the 
Whig  National  Convention,  and  then  followed  one  of  the  most 
exciting  political  contests  that  ever  occurred  in  this  country. 
The  writer  of  this  article  having  been  personally  acquainted 
w^ith  General  Harrison,  took  part  in  that  canvass,  and  well  re- 
members the  earnestness  and  anxiety  that  were  felt.  Log  cab- 
ins and  coon  skins  .were  to  be  seen  on  every  hand,  and  formed 
a  part  of  every  procession,  while  hard  cider  was  the  standard 
drink.  Mass  meetings,  attended  by  thousands  of  the  people, 
were  held  everywhere,  and  ** Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,"  was 
sung  in  every  crowd,  with  as  much  fervor  as  in  later  days,  the 
armies  of  the  Union  organized  to  preserve  the  government  and 
its  constitution,  as  they  marched  to  victory  or  death,  an- 
nounced that  while 

**John  Brown's  body  lies  moldering  in  the  grave, 
His  soul  goes  marching  on." 

After  eight  years  of  Jackson,  the  ** Hero  of  New  Orleans,'' 
and  four  years  of  Van  Buren,  the  politician,  the  country  de- 
manded another  military  man,  and  the  ** Hero  of  Tippecanoe" 
was  nominated  by  the  Whig  National  Convention  of  1839,  de- 
feating Henry  Clay  and  General  Winfield  Scott,  who  were  his 
rivals  for  the  nomination.  In  the  canvass  which  ensued, 
•Colonel  Chambers  took  an  active  part  in  support  of  his  old 
friend,  in  which  upon  the  hustings  he  defended  him  from  the 
slurs  and  slanders  cast  upon  him  by  the  opposite  party,  and  no 
man  was  more  gratified  at  the  election  of  General  Harrison 
than  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  escorted  the  President-elect  from  his  home  to  the  Capital 
of  the  Nation,  and  witnessed  his  inauguration.  But  soon  the 
bright  anticipations  of  the  Whig  party  were  blasted !    Within 
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one  short  month  after  his  incumbency  of  the  White  House, 
the  new  President,  after  an  illness  of  less  than  a  week,  passed 
from  earth  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers,  and  the  Vice- 
President,  John  Tyler,  succeeded  to  the  Presidency.  But 
short  as  was  the  period  of  General  Harrison's  administration, 
he  was  not  forgetful  of  his  friends,  and  one  of  his  earliest  ap- 
pointments was  that  of  John  Chambers  to  be  Governor  of 
Iowa  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  that  Territory. 
He  took  the  oath  of  office  before  Judge  McLean  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  and  that  oath  is  now  on  file  in  the  collection 
of  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa. 

Gk)v.  Chambers  was,  as  I  recollect  him,  about  five  feet  five 
inches  in  height,  and,  as  will  appear  from  the  first  portrait  ac- 
companying this  article,  was  in  his  earlier  years,  a  person  of 
attractive  appearance,  with  a  bright  face  and  genial  manners; 
but  when  he  became  Governor,  he  had  passed  the  age  of  GO 
years,  and  had  become  quite  corpulent,  was  somewhat  slow  in 
his  movements,  broken  in  health,  and  afflicted  with  a  breast 
complaint,  from  which  he  was  a  great  sufferer.  In  other  words, 
the  hardships  of  his  earlier  days,  and  the  various  experiences 
through  which  he  had  passed,  had  impaired  his  constitution, 
and  he  had  lost  the  vitality  that  characterized  him  when  in 
the  vigor  of  life.  Yet  he  was  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  and  watched  with  jealous  care  over  the  interests  of  the 
Territory.  He  was  not  a  great  talker  and  seldom  spoke  of  his 
own  achievements,  and  had  a  very  great  dislike  to  anything  like 
sham  or  egotism.  I  may  mention  one  illustration  of  this  feel- 
ing. During  his  Governorship,  Jesse  Williams,  (as  good  a 
fellow  socially  as  ever  lived),  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory, brought  to  the  Governor  some  paper  to  sign,  to  which  he 
had  affixed  his  own  signature  as  Secretary,  and  below  his 
name,  as  was  his  custom,  had  made  a  somewhat  bold  flourish  of 
his  pen.  When  the  Governor  took  the  paper  and  observed  the 
Secretary's  signature,  with  the  display  of  penmanship  at- 
tached, he  asked,  pointing  to  the  latter,  what  that  meant,  to 
which  Williams  made  some  reply,  to  which  Chambers  re- 
sponded, that  it  meant  **d d  fool'', — and  after  that,  it  may 
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well  be  believed  the  signature  of  the  Secretary  was  plain  Jesse 
Williams.  The  Governor  was  easy  of  access,  genial  in  his  in- 
tercourse with  his  associates,  not  inclined  to  harshness  with 
those  under  him,  and  in  his  rebuke  to  Williams,  only  intended 
to  check  a  display  of  egotism  which  he  thought  was  unbecoming 
in  one  holding  official  position ;  and  if  he  ever  manifested  irri- 
tability  of  temper  the  weakness  must  be  attributed  to  the  suf- 
fering he  was  enduring  from  disease,  rather  than  to  his  natural 
disi)osition.  When  Gov.  Chambers  arrived  in  Iowa  to  assume 
the  duties  of  his  oflSce,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  about 
one  thousand  acres  near  Burlington,  then  the  largest  and  most 
important  town  in  the  Territory,  and  after  the  fashion  of 
southern  landholders,  gave  it  the  designation  of  **  Grouse- 
land,  ' '  that  game  being  then  abundant  in  Iowa.  Here  he  made 
his  home,  coming  only  to  the  Capital  when  the  legislature  was 
in  session,  or  when  his  other  duties  required  his  presence  there. 
In  1844,  I  removed  from  Ohio  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Iowa 
City,  then  the  seat  of  the  territorial  government,  and  then  con- 
taining from  1,500  to  2,000  inhabitants,  which  village  I  reached 
during  the  month  of  November  of  that  year.  Having  been 
connected  with  the  press  of  Ohio  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
being  politically  an  active  Whig,  I  was  anxious  to  connect 
myself  with  some  Whig  paper  then  established  in  the  Territory, 
and  as  the  Burlington  Hawkeye  was  then  the  leading  paper, 
my  attention  was  turned  in  that  direction.  Whether  I  had 
met  Governor  Chambers  prior  to  that  date  I  cannot  now  state, 
but  on  the  6th  of  December  I  wrote  to  him  upon  that  subject. 
Prior  to  this  period  the  Democratic  party  had  called  a  conven- 
tion and  framed  a  constitution,  which  was  then  before  the  peo- 
ple to  be  voted  on,  and  in  my  letter  above  referred  to,  I  had 
proposed  to  write  a  series  of  articles  in  opposition  to  its  adop- 
tion. In  response  to  that  letter,  I  received  an  answer — the  first 
letter  I  ever  received  from  Governor  Chambers,  as  follows: 

"BuBUNQTON,  Iowa,  19th  Dec'r,  1844. 
"Dr.  Sir: — I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the 
6th  inst.  that  you  have  become  a  citizen  of  Iowa,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
you  may  find  it  to  your  interest  to  continue  so. 
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"On  the  subject  of  the  Whig  press  here,  you  have  probably  learned 
that  an  assistant  editor  has  been  taken  into  the  concern,  who  promises 
more  energy  and  efficiency  than  his  senior.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  it 
will  turn  out,  but  the  establishment  is  not  now  attainable.  The  new  Con- 
stitution well  merits  the  attention  you  propose  to  bestow  upon  it,  but  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  that  you  do  not  give  it  a  party  aspect.  Short 
and  pithy  articles  are  best  calculated  to  effect  your  object.  Labored  es> 
says  on  such  a  subject  are  not  read  by  the  masses,  however  well  they  may 
be  written ;  and  above  all,  do  not  give  what  you  write  an  editorial  char- 
acter. Communications  from  'a  citizen'  of  the  new  purchase,  will  be  read 
with  attention. 

* '  I  agree  with  you — don 't  give  up  the  ship ;  nor  shift  the  flag ;  nail  it 
to  the  mast-head,  and  if  we  must  go  down,  let  it  be  the  last  thing  seen 
above  the  wreck.  Why  should  we  despair!  The  children  of  Israel — ^the 
idolatrous  rascals — who  were  guided  on  their  journey  to  the  promised 
land  by  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night,  and  fed  daily  by 
their  God  on  manna  and  quails,  made  unto  themselves  a  calf  and  wor- 
shipped it  while  Moses  was  in  the  mountain,  but  he  broke  it  to  pieces 
when  he  came  down  and  burnt  it  to  ashes,  and  they  reached  the  promised 
land  in  safety,  and  were  forgiven  their  idolatry.  Why  should  not  we  be 
forgiven  for  the  occasional  worship  of  a  calf?  Our  Moses  will  yet  come 
down  and  set  us  right.  You  see  I  write  freely,  but  you  know  my  position, 
and  my  creed  forbids  me  to  enter  the  arena  of  political  strife.  You 
must,  therefore,  regard  what  I  have  written  as  written  for  you  only,  and 
not  to  be  repeated  as  coming  from  me. 

*'Tum  your  attention  to  the  memorial  from  the  Convention  to  Con- 
gress, and  notice  the  'protest'  against  our  being  restricted  from  taxing 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands  for  five  years.  Imagine  a  poor  fellow  who 
has  expended  his  fifty  dollars  and  borrowed  fifty  more,  at  from  12  to  20 
per  cent,  to  purchase  eighty  acres,  and  dependent  upon  the  labor  of  his 
hands  to  fence  and  break  up  the  prairie,  and  build  a  cabin,  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  prepared  to  make  food  and  clothing  for  his  family — a  fit 
subject  for  taxation;  and  there  are  many  such. 

*'With  great  respect,  your  ob't  servant. 

John  Ohambebs." 


,  When  Governor  Chambers  came  to  Iowa  City,  in  the  win- 
ter of  1844-5,  to  attend  the  legislature  and  discharge  his 
other  duties,  he  made  his  home  with  my  father-in-law — whose 
hotel  subsequently  known  as  the  **Crummey  House,''  became 
a  somewhat  noted  hostlery — with  whom  I  resided.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  myself  were  thus  thrown  together,  and  my  intimacy 
with  him  became  somewhat  close.  The  legislature  of  that 
time  was  largely  Democratic  in  both  houses,  and  there  was 
constant  antagonism  between  the  Governor  and  the  members. 
The  Constitution  had  been  defeated  by  a  vote  of  the  people, 
and  during  this  session,  a  bill  had  been  introduced  to  re-sub- 
mit the  Constitution  to  another  vote,  without  the  formality  of 
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calling  another  Convention,  which  bill  passed  both  houses. 
The  Governor  was  hostile  to  the  measure,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  legislature  had  not  been  elected  with  any  view  to  such 
a  measure;  that  the  question  had  too  recently  been  passed 
upon  by  the  people,  who  should  be  consulted ;  and  that  the 
proper  mode  was  to  call  a  new  Convention.  He  determined 
to  veto  the  bill  and  had  prepared  some  notes  upon  the  subject, 
when  he  came  to  me  late  in  the  day,  stating  that  he  was  in 
great  pain,  and  could  not  write,  and  requested  me  to  put  the 
matter  in  shape,  giving  me  liberty  to  exercise  my  own  judg-r 
ment  and  employ  my  own  language.  I  undertook  the  task,  and 
devoted  the  balance  of  the  day  and  most  of  the  night  to  its 
preparation.  The  next  morning,  the  Governor  approved  and 
signed  it,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  Council  and  read.  Phil. 
Bradley,  of  Jackson  county,  was  clerk  of  that  body,  and  the 
reading  of  the  message  devolved  upon  him.  I  was  present  at 
the  time,  and  as  Bradley  knew  my  hand-writing,  he  looked  at 
me  with  some  amazement,  and  through  him  it  became  known 
that  it  was  prepared  by  myself ;  and  that  document,  if  it  is  on 
file  in  the  Archives  of  State,  will  be  found  to  be  in  my  hand- 
writing. However,  the  legislature  passed  the  bill  over  the  veto, 
and  it  became  a  law.  The  canvass  that  ensued  involved  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  proposed  Constitution.  The  Whig 
party  made  every  possible  effort  to  defeat  it  before  the  people, 
and  I  contributed  my  share  of  the  labor  by  writing  a  series  of 
articles — twelve  in  number — reviewing  its  provisions,  which 
were  published  in  the  Iowa  Standard,  a  Whig  paper  published 
in  Iowa  City  and  then  conducted  by  Wm.  Crum. 

Governor  Chambers  remained  in  office  throughout  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Tyler,  but  he  did  not  desert  his 
principles  for  the  sake  of  office  as  too  many  Whigs  did.  In 
1845,  James  K.  Polk  assumed  the  presidential  office,  having 
defeated  Mr.  Clay  in  the  election,  and  shortly  thereafter  Gov- 
ernor Chambers  was  relieved  from  office,  and  James  Clark, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Augustus  Caesar  Dodge,  was  appointed 
his  successor.     The  ex-Governor  returned  to  his  home — the 
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Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge  was  the  Democratic  candidate.     This  ex- 
planation is  necessary  to  the  introduction  of  the  'following 
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PORTRAITS  OF  GOVERNOR  JOHN' CHAMBERS. 


In  the  first  edition  of  this  number  of  The  Annals  there 
appeared  a  mezzotint  portrait  of  Gov.  Chambers,  to  which 
my  attention  had  been  called  by  gentlemen  who  were  his 
contemporaries  in  Iowa  Territory.  Supposing  that  they 
knew  him  well,  and  that  the  portrait  was  genuine,  I  obtained 
from  the  dealer  in  New  York  City,  who  owned  the  plate, 
1,000  impressions  with  which  to  illustrate  this  article.  It 
appeared  in  this  place.  I  learned  many  months  later  that 
the  descendants  of  Gov.  Chambers  united  in  repudiating 
the  portrait  as  not  being  that  of  their  illustrious  ancestor, 
and  upon  investigation,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
judgment  was  correct.  The  portrait  is  therefore  omitted 
from  this  reprint  of  the  number.  Those  who  would  pursue 
the  subject  further  are  respectfully  referred  to  The  Annals 
OF  Iowa,  Vol.  V,  p.  541  and  Vol.  VI,  p.  230. 

Editor  op  The  Annals. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Aug.  6,  1906. 


—  *-  - 


illusions  to  persons  in  the  letter,  which  is  as  follows : 

"Burlington,  29th  October,  1845. 
'*My  Dear  Sir: — I  owe  you  a  letter,  and  an  apology  for  not  having 
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written  it  long  ago.  My  wretched  health,  and  the  pain  it  gives  me  to 
write,  will,  I  know,  insure  me  forgiyeness  for  the  seeming  neglect.  Since 
I  saw  70U,  I  have  been  on  the  confines  of  etemitj,  and  am  so  much  re- 
duced that  even  now,  that  my  physicians  say  I  am  convalescent,  and 
have  regained  some  ten  or  twelve  pounds  of  my  lost  flesh,  you  would 
scarcely  know  me.  Yet  under  all  this  suffering,  I  have  performed  my 
every  ofScial  duty  promptly,  sometimes  lying  flat  on  my  hack,  dictating 
to  my  private  secretary,  and  again  scrawling  illegibly  for  him  to  copy.  I 
have  betaken  myself  to  my  farm,  and  go  to  town  two  or  three  times  a 
week  for  the  dispatch  of  business.  You  would  be  amused  to  see  me  feed- 
ing the  pigs,  turkeys,  etc.,  and  the  efforts  I  make  to  work. 

"I  have  not  seen  *Bluef ace's'  call  upon  the  President  to  remove  me, 
but  am  truly  indebted  to  you  and  Edwards,  (editor  of  the  Hawkeye)^  for 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  scourged  the  puppy,  and  the  handsome 
things  said  of  me.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  for  the  reason  of  their  not 
having  removed  me  before  this  time.  The  great  Offisar,  [Gen.  Dodge,] 
has  not  condescended  to  speak  to  me  for  about  two  years,  and  it  cannot, 
therefore,  be  that  I  am  indebted  to  his  good  oflSces.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  LeflSer,  [Shepherd  LeflSer,  President  of  the  Coimcil,  etc.,]  will 
be  here  in  a  few  days,  with  his  commission  as  Governor  in  his  pocket.  He 
has  gone  to  Washington,  disavowing  any  wish  to  be  Governor,  but  you 
know  as  obliging  a  fellow  as  he  is,  could  not  resist  the  wish  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  put  him  in  ofSce.  I  have  asked  leave  of  absence  for  the  winter, 
(not  of  necessity,  but  of  choice),  but  Mr.  Secretary  of  War  Marcy,  has 
not  deigned  to  answer  my  letter,  and  may  happen  to  he  told,  (what  he 
ought  long  ago  to  have  discovered),  that  not  being  a  gentleman  himself, 
he  does  not  know  what  is  due  to  one.  I  must  go  to  Kentucky,  and  wheth- 
er I  hear  from  the  throne  or  not,  or  whether  removed  from  office  or 
not,  I  will  go  some  time  next  month,  and  if  not  removed,  you  will  have 
the  benefit  of  Col.  Jessie 's  [Williams]  administration. 

*  *  The  hope  of  help  from  New  York  is  no  longer  to  be  entertained,  and 
until  a  new  excitement  gets  up  here,  I  fear  you  can  do  nothing. 

**With  great  regard,  your  friend,  John  Chambers." 

'Tlie  bitterness  and  harsh  language  employed  in  the  twa 
foregoing  communications  of  the  Governor  towards  his  politi- 
cal opponents,  are  excusable  on  this  ground:  As  the  contest 
over  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  increased  in  bitterness, 
the  coarsest  vituperation  was  poured  out  upon  the  head  of  the 
Governor,  by  the  Democratic  press,  and  the  delay  of  the 
administration  in  removing  him,  and  perhaps  the  internecine 
feud  in  the  party  over  that  office,  only  added  fuel  to  the  fire. 
The  mast  personal  and  outrageous  assaults  of  this  character 
came  from  the  person  designated  as  *  *  Bluef  ace,  ■ '  who  was  then 
the  editor  of  the  State  Reporter,  and  hence  the  Governor's 
hostility  to  this  man.    The  election  in  the  following  November 
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resulted  in  a  drawn  battle ;  for  while  the  Whigs  failed  in  elect- 
ing Judge  Lowe,  they  succeeded  in  defeating  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution.  The  Whigs,  therefore,  were  greatly  elated 
and  encouraged  by  the  result,  while  their  opponents  were  as. 
greatly  disappointed.  Gov.  Chambers  made  his  visit  to  Ken- 
tucky, as  he  wrote  me  he  would,  but  whether  with  or  with- 
out leave,  I  am  unable  to  state,  and  while  he  w^as  absent 
James  Clark  was  appointed  Governor  in  his  stead.  While  he 
was  in  Kentucky,  I  received  from  him  the  following  letter: 

"WAsmNOTON,  Ky.,  28th  Dec.,  1845. 

''My  Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  came  to  this  place  while  I  was  in  the  in- 
tierior  of  the  State  visiting  some  of  my  children,  and  I  only  returned  last 
evening.  Accept  my  thanks  for  Gov.  Clark's  message.  It  has  a  few 
strokes  of  demagogueism  in  it,  but  considering  all  things,  might  have 

been  worse.    What  the  d 1  did  Lefller  [Shepherd  Leffler,  afterwards 

elected  to  Congress]  and  Morgan,  [Jas.  M.  Morgan,  known  as  'Little 
Bed,'  from  his  sandy  beard  and  complexion],  suffer  themselves  to  be 
shoved  off  their  chairs  fort  They  ought  to  have  held  on,  and  had  a  right 
to  do  so.  Well,  I  like  it  notwithstanding.  They  may  shove  Mr.  L.  into 
the  river,  without  my  complaining.  Morgan  I  pity;  but  he  doesn't  de- 
serve it;  he  has  not  spirit  enough  to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  even  to 
save  himself  from  being  gored,  and  you  will  find  the  adhesive  qualities  of 
the  party  will  be  strong  enough  to  retain  Judge  W.  [Joseph  Williams, 
then  one  of  the  territorml  judges],  Gov.  L.,  and  all  the  temporarily  dis- 
satisfied members  of  the  party.  'Cause  whyf  Each  of  the  aspirants  to 
tbe  office  of  Governor,  will  be  an  aspirant  to  Jhe  XT.  S.  Senate,  and  their 
only  chance  is  their  adhesion. 

"You  have  been  a  little  impolitic  in  chuckling  over  the  prospect  of  a 
split,  in  your  editorials.  It  will  be  used  by  the  cunning  to  drive  the  weak 
back  into  the  ranks — they  will  say,  *See  how  the  Whigs  are  using  your 
defection,  and  laughing  at  the  prospect  of  your  wrecking  the  party  I ' 

**I  fear  nothing  will  resiilt  from  your  letter  to  Curtis.  He  is  a  mere 
creature  of  Webster,  and  no  doubt  wrote  to  me  at  his  instigation.  The 
prospect  of  an  equal  division  in  the  Senate  has  made  Iowa  important.  I 
hope  your  projected  establishment  at  Bloomington  will  turn  out  well,  but 
there  is.  always  such  wretched  apathy  in  a  beaten  party,  that  I  fear  it 
will  be  difficult  to  secure  such  a  support  as  you  ought  to  have.  I  will 
write  to  Crittenden  on  the  subject  of  securing  you  a  supply  of  documents. 
He  will  be  able  and  willing  to  concert  the  course  to  be  pursued  with  both 
the  Senators  and  Bepresentatives. 

**I  cannot  but  look  forward  to  some  action  of  the  legislature  on  the 
subject  of  a  State  Government.  They  will  be  urged  to  it  from  head- 
quarters, end  are,  notwithstanding  their  plundering  the  last  session,  will- 
ing enough  to  believe  that  they  hold  the  destinies  of  Iowa  in  their  hands. 
If  they  should  direct  a  vote  to  be  taken  for  or  against  a  Convention,  it 
will  afford  you  a  good  theme  upon  which  to  bore  them.  Their  perfect 
Isnowledge  of  public  opinion,  manifested  at  the  lafrt  session,  induced  them. 
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to  reject  the  executive  recommendation  to  firabmit  the  question  to  the 
people,  and  jet  they  will  have  to  come  to  that  at  last,  or  worse.  They 
will  have  to  assume  the  power  of  ordering  a  Convention  without  authority 
delegated  or  even  contemplated  when  they  were  elected,  and  during  a 
session  held  without  authority  of  law,  and  in  defiance  of  the  adjournment 
Mne  die  of  the  regular  session. 

"My  health  is  improving  and  my  flesh  increasing,  but  I  am  still  a 
good  deal  weaker  than  when  in  health.  The  prospect  of  a  complete  res- 
toration is  more  favorable  than  I  had  hoped  for,  and  I  shall  be  with  yon 
early  in  the  spring,  and  take  hold  of  the  plow-handles,  or  put  my  shout- 
der  to  the  wheel,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

"The  President's  message  and  Gov.  Cass'  speech  on  his  resolutions, 
taken  together,  indicate  anything  but  peace,  though  I  do  not  believe 
•either  of  them  wish  war  or  intend  to  put  the  boundary  question  on  that 
issue.  The  object  is  to  bluster  and  make  a  show  of  spirit  which  they  do 
not  possess,  and  in  doing  so  they  will  probably  over-shoot  the  mark,  and 
involve  us  in  an  ever-to-be-lamented  contest  for  which  we  are  wholly  un- 
prepared, and  in  which  we  must  suffer  most  severely,  before  we  can  put 
ourselves  in  attitude  of  defense. 

"Present  my  best  respects •  and  kindest  regards  to  our  friends,  Shelledj, 
Munger  and  all  our  good  and  true  Whig  friends,  and  t^  them  I  praj 
Heaven  to  bless  their  labors  in  the  good  cause.         Tour  friend, 

John  Chaicbess." 


The  allusions  in  this  and  the  preceding  letter  require  some 
explanation  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  my  readers  who  have 
come  upon  the  stage  of  action  within  the  past  forty  years.  As 
I  have  before  remarked,  Gen.  Dodge  had  defeated  Lowe  for 
delegate,  and  was  now  in  Washington  City,  and,  as  Chambers 
says,  was  near  the  throne;  the  applicants  for  governorship  were 
impatiently  awaiting  his  action,  and  each  anxiously  expecting 
the  appointment.  But  Dodge,  remembering,  in  the  language 
of  Holy  Writ,  that  he  who  did  not  provide  for  his  own  house- 
hold was  worse  than  an  infidel,  and  believing  that  charity 
began  at  home,  to  the  consternation  of  the  applicants  and 
their  friends,  secured  the  appointment  for  James  Clark,  his 
brother-in-law,  who  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  candidate 
nor  to  have  been  thought  of  in  that  connection.  Of  course, 
there  was  friction  and  denunciation  in  the  party,  but  Governor 
Chambers'  anticipations  were  realized;  the  hubbub  was  quiet- 
ed; and  Leffler  and  Morgan  were  subsequently  provided  for. 
The  allusion  to  the  threatened  war  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
last  quoted  letter,  refers  to  the  Oregon  boundary  question. 
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During  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1844,  one  of  the  rallying 
cries  of  the  adherents  of  Polk  was  ** 54*40'  or  fight,"  while  the 
followers  of  Clay  concluded  that  *'49*'''  was  the  true  bound- 
ary line;  and  had  the  party  in  power  carried  out  its  profes- 
sions before  the  people,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  war  with 
Great  Britain  would  have  followed.  But  wiser  counsels  pre- 
vailed, and  during  the  existence  of  the  administration  the 
question  was  settled  by  treaty,  upon  the  theory  advocated  by 
the  Whig  party.  I  may  as  well  say  here,  for  the  like  benefit  of 
my  readers,  and  that  they  may  understand  who  are  the  persons 
alluded  to  in  these  letters,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  give 
between  [brackets]  their  full  names  and  designate  the  posi- 
tions they  occupied  in  the  Territory  or  in  their  party,  so  far  as 
I  am  able. 

Gov.  Chambers  was  still  in  Kentucky;  his  complaint  had 
returned,  hence  the  depressed  tone  of  the  f  ollo\^ing  letter : 

**  Washington,  Ky.,  16th  February,  1846. 

"My  Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  reached  me  a  few 
days  ago,  and  contains  matter  enough  to  depress  the  spirits  of  a  person 
of  more  energy  than  I  possess.  Becldessness  and  drunkenness  among  men 
entrusted  with  legislative  power,  are  enough  to  indicate  the  road  to  ruin,, 
if  there  were  no  other  guides.  But  I  cannot  indulge  in  reflections  upon 
the  existing  and  prospective  state  of  things  in  Iowa;  for  both  my  mind 
and  body  are  enfeebled  by  disease  to  such  a  degree  as  make  it  a  work  of 
labor  and  pain  to  write  a  few  lines.  A  return  of  the  disease,  from  which 
I  suffered  so  much  last  summer,  has  completely  prostrated  me,  and  will 
probably  finish  my  earthly  career,  the  opinion  of  the  doctors  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding, — (they  think  or  say  the  disease  may  stiU  be 
counteracted).  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  feeling  depressed  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  advise  you  what  to  do,  but  at 
all  events,  do  not  leave  the  Territory  without  some  certainty  of  employ- 
ment elsewhere.  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  like  every  other  place  of  busi- 
ness, are  overstocked  with  professional  men  and  persons  connected  with 
the  press,  and  are  withal  more  expensive  to  live  in. 

''If  I  live  and  have  strength  enough,  I  shall  return  to  Iowa  in  the 
spring.  I  cannot  be  contented  here — the  very  sight  of  the  negroes  an- 
noys me..  I  shall  not  be  able  to  go  to  Washington,  even  if  a  change  in 
my  health  should  now  take  place,  of  which  I  see  no  prospect;  the  very 
stomach  is  a  perfect  drug  shop.  It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  have 
regained  as  much  health  and  strength  as  would  have  enabled  me  to  talk 
on  the  stump  on  the  subject  of  the  forthcoming  Constitution,  but  I  should 
not  have  been  disposed  to  participate  in  its  formation,  for  it  will  ne 
doubt  be  ultra-Democratic  in  some  respects,  and  like  the  rejected  one^ 
infamously  aristocratic  in  others. 
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"I  have  written  to  Crittenden  on  the  subject  of  supplying  Iowa  with 
documents,  etc.,  and  know  he  will  attend  to  it  with  great  pleasure. 

''I  am  truly  glad  to  hear  that  your  family  have  continued  to  enjoy 
good  health ;  thefi'  kindness  to  me  while  amongst  them  is  remembered  with 
gratitude,  and  will  be  while  I  live.  Present  my  kindest  regards  to  all  of 
them,  and  be  assured  that  I  remain         Most  truly,  your  friend, 

John  Chambers.  " 

In  my  daily  intercourse  with  Gov.  Chambers,  I  had  conver- 
sations with  him  upon  many  subjects,  and  most  of  the  facts 
recited  in  this  article,  were  derived  from  those  conversations, 
but  I  fio  not  now  remember  whether  he  ever  expressed  him- 
self upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  assume  that  he  had  been 
the  owner  of  slaves,  and  when  in  Congress  he  had  voted 
against  the  reception  of  what  were  designated  abolition 
petitions,  as  did  most  of  the  members  of  Congress  of  both  the 
Whig  and  Democratic  parties.  But  I  judge  from  his  remark  in 
the  foregoing  letter,  that  he  had  changed  his  views,  and  then 
realized  the  evils  which  that  system  of  labor  was  inflicting  on 
both  the  white  and  black  races.  And  the  reference  to  my 
changing  my  location,  requires  this  explanation:  Owing  to 
my  taste  for  political  controversy,  and  my  attachment  to  the 
Whig  cause,  I  had  been  since  my  advent  in  Iowa,  editing  the 
Iowa  Standard,  without  compensation,  and  at  the  same  time 
completing  my  study  of  the  law.  The  paper  was  poorly  sup- 
ported, the  patronage  being  mainly  in  the  hands  of  the  oppo- 
site party,  and  was  unable  to  pay  for  my  services.  At  the 
date  of  that  letter,  I  had  just  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
I  thought  of  a  wider  field  for  my  labors  in  that  direction. 
However,  I  finally  concluded  to  remain  in  Iowa  City,  and  I 
never  had  reason  professionally  to  regret  the  choice  I  made. 
In  the  meantime,  Gov.  Chambers  had  returned  to  Iowa,  and  a 
new  constitution  had  been  framed  and  adopted  by  a  vot«  of 
the  people.  In  the  contest  over  the  adoption  of  that  instru- 
ment, I  had  been  a  candidate  for  the  territorial  council, 
nominated  by  the  Whigs,  but,  as  the  district  was  Democratic,  I 
was  defeated,  as  I  expected  to  be.  After  the  result  was  known 
1  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  Chambers,  from  which  I  extract 
the  following: 
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"Grouseland,  17th  August,  1840. 

"My  Bear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  gives  me  the  unpleasant 
news  of  your  defeat  in  the  late  contest,  and  con&rms  the  impression  en- 
tertained nere,  (though  not  confirmed  ij  official  returns),  that  the  new 
constitution  has  been  adopted.  I  had  hoped  for  a  different  result  in  both 
cases,  but  nothing  can  be  relied  upon  which  depends  upon  loeof  oco  intelli- 
gence or  consistency,  and  we  must,  therefore,  prepare  ourselves  for  the 
misrule  and  ruin  which  will  result  from  the  ascendancy  of  such  a  party 
in  all  the  departments  of  the  new  government;  but  I  shall  be  greatly 
disappointed  if  the  payment  of  the  taxes  in  the  first  two  years  does  not 
produce  a  revolution,  especially  as  it  will  be  accompanied  by  a  U.  S.  tax, 
if  Messrs.  Polk,  Dallas,  etc.,  have  nerve  enough  to  make  such  a  provision 
for  the  support  of  a  beinkrupt  treasury;  and  bankrupt  it  will  be  before 
ten  months  shall  roll  round.  Treasury  notes  and  treasury  drafts,  without 
a  cent  to  redeem  them,  must  go  down,  and  the  government  will  not  have 
credit  enough  six  months  hence  to  borrow  five  milHons  of  dollars  at  a  lest 
rate  of  interest  than  ten  per  cent.  These  things  seem  as  clear  to  my  un- 
derstanding as  did  the  bankruptcy  of  the  treasury  in  1837,  when  I  was 
compelled  to  travel  to  Washington  to  aid  in  authorizing  Mr.  Van  Buren 
to  issue  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  treasury.  I  will  live 
the  few  days  that  remain  to  me  in  the  confident  hope  that  suffering  will 
bring  the  people  to  their  senses.  The  old  '' Keystone"  is  already  under- 
ling the  process  in  anticipation  of  the  glories  of  free  trade.  But, 
enough  of  this,  in  which  I  ought  to  cease  to  take  too  much  interest,  as  I 
probably  shall  not  live  to  see  the  changes  for  which  I  hope. 

**You  ask  if  I  cannot  visit  your  city.  I  could  not  bear  the  fatigue  to 
ride  from  Bloomington,  and  although  I  am  better  in  my  general  health,  I 
am  yet  a  mere  skeleton  (weighing  127  pounds).  I  should  like  to  have  a 
long  talk  with  you.  Yours  truly,  John  chambers." 


After  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution  in  1846,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year,  the  Whig  party  was  about  to  hold  a  con- 
vention to  nominate  state  and  congressional  candidates,  and  it 
was  in  relation  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  that  the  following 
letter  was  written : 

"GaousELAND,  14th  Sept.,  1846. 
"Dear  Clarice: — On  going  to  town  this  morning,  your  letter  of  the 
10th  inst.  was  handed  to  me  at  the  post  oflfice,  and  I  hasten  to  reply  to  it. 
I  mix  so  little  with  the  Burlington  politicians  that  I  know  very  little,  in- 
deed nothing,  of  their  views  in  relation  to  the  proposed  convention.  *  •  ♦ 
You  say  I  have  been  spoken  of  by  some  of  my  friends  as  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Governor,  and  I  have  been  urged  by  a  number  of  them 
to  consent,  but  have  invariably  declined;  and  should  my  name  be  men- 
tioned in  the  convention  with  a  view  to  a  nomination  for  any  office,  you 
are  authorized  to  say  for  me,  that  the  state  of  my  health,  tho'  generally 
improving,  torbids  the  idea  of  my  availing  myself  of  the  kindness  of  my 
friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  office,  at  this  time.  I  say  emphatically 
ci  this  time,  because,  if  my   health   should    be    re-established,  and  the 
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Whigs  of  Iowa  should  at  any  future  time  indicate  a  wish  that  I  should" 
take  the  field,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  assume  any  position  they  may  as- 
sign me. 

' '  So  much  for  myself.  Now  as  to  the  Convention.  For  the  purpose  of 
consultation,  and  a  change  of  views  and  opinions,  it  has  my  hearty  con- 
currence, but  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  making  nominations,  for  the  rea- 
son that  I  find  there  are  a  good  many  of  the  Democrats  who  mean  to 
avail  themselves  of  their  pretended  aversion  to  caucus  nominations  and 
convention  dictation,  to  vent  their  spleen  upon  their  party  for  not  nom- 
inating the  men  they  want,  and  it  is  doubtless  pretty  well  understood 
among  them  who  are  to  be  the  nominees.  Dodge  and  LeflBer  will  stand 
off  from  the  Convention  nomination,  and  will  contend  for  the  senate.  I 
am  pretty  well  assured  that  LeflBer  will  not  suffer  himself  to  be  put  upon 
any  other  track,  and  has  full  confidence  that  he  can  beat  D.  One  senator 
and  one  representative  must  come  from  the  north,  and  of  course  Judge 
Miller  and  Hempstead  will  probably  be  the  men.  If  LeflBer  declines  to 
run  for  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  they  will  be  at  a  loss 
for  a  southern  candidate.  Johnstone  won  *t  do ;  the  county  of  Lee  would 
kill  him.  Hall  and  Mills  are  cast  off  by  the  Dodge  party,  and  will  prob- 
ably go  against  them,  but  they  have  but  very  little  influence.  Well,  now 
for  Whig  candidates.  I  have  given  some  currency  in  this  county  to  the 
idea  of  running  Shelledy  [Stephen  B.,  U.  S.  Marshal  under  the  Harrison 
administration,]  for  Governor,  and  a  member  of  the  late  Convention 
from  Wapello  county,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  is  also  spoken  of. 
The  Whig  vote  of  this  county  would  be  given  to  Shelledy  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  as  opposed  to  my  predecessor.  Governor  L.,  [Lucas]  would  fcet 
some  Democratic  votes.  Upon  the  whole  line  of  the  Des  Moines,  he  would 
be  invincible,  going  in  strongly  for  the  improvement  of  the  river,  and 
having  a  local  interest  in  it.  McCarthy  [Jonathan]  is  going  in  for  Con- 
gress, I  have  no  doubt,  and  it  is  believed  by  many,  that  he  will  even  run 
beyond  the  Possum  ticket  in  Lee  county,  by  several  hundred,  and  he  is 
said  to  have  made  a  favorable  impression  in  Van  Buren.  He  runs,  if  at 
all,  as  a  Democrat,  opposed  to  the  vetoes  and  against  the  new  tariff.  I 
have  not  much  confidence  in  him,  but  if  elected,  he  must  owe  his  election 
to  the  Whigs,  and  standing  committed  upon  these  leading  measures, 
would  have  to  abide  his  pledges.  I  cannot  think  the  Dr.  you  mention  [I 
cannot  now  remember  who  this  person  was]  would  have  the  slightest 
chance,  and  altho'  a  firm  man  and  a  sound  politician,  would,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  do  more  harm  than  good.  Indeed,  I  believe  it 
McCarthy  runs,  it  would  be  the  best  policy  to  start  no  thorough  Whi^ 
candidate.  There  is  trouble  brewing  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  many 
of  them  would  throw  off  upon  McCarthy,  who  would  flinch  if  they 
thought  their  votes  might  contribute  to  the  election  of  two  Whigs;  and 
in  fact,  if  that  class  of  voters  split,  as  they  would  do,  between  the  two 
Whig  candidates  in  making  up  their  ticket,  they  would  not  do  either  of 
them  any  good. 

*'A8  to  the  Union  ticket,  which  originated  in  Lee,  I  fear  it  will  do  us 
no  good  under  existing  circumstances,  but  if  there  were  more  time  to 
operate,  I  believe  it  would  take.  I  learned  today  that  it  was  favorably 
received  last  week  at  the  Henry  Court,  and  that  McCarthy  and  others 
made  speeches  in  favor  of  it.  I  hope  Henry  will  not  fall  into  the  meas- 
ure unless  it  becomes  general,  and  of  that  there  is  little  probability. 
I  think  it  would  be  bad  poUcy  to  name  McCarthy  in  the  convention  as 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  Whig  interest. 
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'  *  I  suffer  very  much  from  pain  in  my  breast  when  writing,  and  a  letter 
the  length  of  this,  requires  an  effort.  I  shall  expect  you  after  the  con- 
vention is  over,  and  hope  to  hear  from  you  after  its  adjournment,  if  any- 
thing occurs  that  you  think  worth  communicating.  Hawk's  nomination 
for  congress  won  *t  do  at  all.    1 11  tell  you  why  when  we  meet. 

'* Yours  truly,  John  Chambers.'* 

The  foregoing  letters  of  Governor  Chambers  portray  hi» 
character,  particularly  as  a  politician,  more  vividly  than  any- 
thing  I  can  write.  They  show  that  he  was  an  intense  Whig 
and  a  bitter  partisan.  In  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Polk  to  the  Presidency,  three  important  ques- 
tions were  discussed  before  the  people.  These  were  the 
threatened  war  with  Mexico;  the  Oregon  boundary;  and  the 
subject  of  the  Tariff;  and  to  all  these  proposed  measures  the 
Whig  party  was  bitterly  opposed.  While  the  oflScial  position 
pf  Grovernor  Chambers,  as  well  as  his  health,  prevented  him. 
from  taking  an  active  part  in  the  contest,  he  was  none  the  less: 
deeply  interested ;  and  when  the  result  secured  the  election  of 
Polk,  he  conscientiously  believed  the  country  was  threatened 
with  serious  danger — ^hence  the  prediction  he  made  in  his  let- 
ter of  the  17th  of  August,  1846.  Contrary  to  his  own  ex- 
pectations, he  was  spared  to  see  those  predictions  realized,  in 
a  measure,  and  to  witness  the  change  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  that  he  never  supposed  that  he  would  live  to 
see.  But  while  Governor  Chambers  was  bitter  as  a  partisan^ 
and  made  political  enemies,  the  hostility  was  entirely  partisan^ 
and  not  personal.  He  was  courteous  and  aflfable,  and 
so  kindhearted,  that  persons  could  not  have  intercourse  with 
him,  without  feeling  for  him  a  certain  regard  and  affection. 
He  was  a  Kentucky  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  and  indulged 
in  the  hospitality  for  which  that  state  was  famous.  As  illus- 
trating this  phase  of  his  character,  I  may  mention  a  circimi- 
stance  that  occurred  between  him  and  ex-Governor  and  Sena- 
tor-elect John  H.  Gear,  and  I  trust  the  latter  will  pardon  me 
for  mentioning  it,  without  his  permission.  It  seems  that  when 
a  boy,  Gear    carried    certain    dispatches    from    the  Indian: 
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Agency  to  the  Gtovemor.  His  boyish  appearance  attracted 
the  (Jovernor's  attention,  and  after  some  conversation,  as  was 
the  custom  in  those  days,  he  invited  Gear  to  take  a  drink,  to 
which  the  latter  assented,  and  the  bottle  and  glasses  were  pro- 
duced. In  those  days,  the  Germans  had  not  yet  invaded  Iowa, 
and  beer  was  not  in  general  use ;  the  people  were  too  poor  to 
purchase  and  drink  wine;  prohibition  had  not  then  been  in- 
vented as  a  iMinacea  for  the  evils  of  intemperance ;  and  whiskey 
was  the  common  drink — ^and  it  was  corn-juice  at  that.  But  the 
Governor's  whiskey  came  from  Kentucky,  and  was  the  genuine 
old  Bourbon,  and  Gear  informed  me  that  it  was  the  first  whis- 
key he  ever  drank — but  he  did  not  say  it  was  the  last.  While 
Governor  Chambers  used  stimulants  in  a  moderate  degree,  I 
never  saw  him  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  he  did  not 
present  the  appearance  of  a  person  who  had  ever  indulged  to 
excess. 

In  1846,  the  State  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  in  1847 
Iowa  was  admitted  to  the  galaxy  of  States.  In  the  State 
elections  of  that  year,  1846,  the  Democrats  were  successful, 
and  the  Whigs  had  but  little  hope  for  the  future.  But,  in  the 
national  elections  of  1848,  the  Whigs  were  triumphant,  and 
Gen.  Zachary  Taylor,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Mexican  War, 
which  the  Democrats  had  inaugurated,  was  chosen  President. 
After  the  election  of  Taylor,  I  have  no  letters  in  my  possession 
from  Gov.  Chambers,  till  1850,  but  I  believe  our  correspond- 
ence was  continued.  But  he  continued  to  reside  in  Iowa, 
and  in  1849  was  appointed  by  the  Taylor  administration  a 
eommissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  in 
which  he  was  successful.  This  was  the  last  official  position 
he  ever  held.  I  come  now  to  the  last  letter  I  ever  received 
from  Gov.  Chambers,  which  is  entirely  personal  in  character, 
but  which  exhibits  his  kindness  of  heart.  While  the  letter 
appears  to  have  been  written  at  Hudson  City — a  town  of 
which  I  have  no  recollection — it  was  mailed  at  West  Liberty, 
a  village  midway  between  Muscatine  and  Iowa  City ;  it  shows 
that  the  Governor  was  still  in  Iowa,  and  preparing  to  make 
his  home  in  that  neighborhood.  Why  he  abandoned  his  place 
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near  Burlington,  I  am  unable  to  say.    This  letter  is  as  follows : 

"HxmsoN  Ottt,  August  7th,  1850. 
"My  Dear  Sir: — ^I  received  your  kind  note  some  two  or  three  days 
since.  It  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time  past  to  visit  Iowa  Citj*. 
Professional  duties  have  prevented  me  from  doing  so.  There  has  been 
considerable  disease  in  the  neighborhood  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing jovL,  and  aU  my  time  has  been  consumed  in  visiting  the  sick.  Since 
I  saw  you  I  have  purchased  from  my  son,  Lewis,  the  tract  of  land  oppo- 
^te  Mr.  Hudson's  dwelling  and  am  now  engaged  in  building,  and  pre- 
paring to  build,  a  dwelling,  etc.,  consequently  have  declined  going  to 
Iowa  City  for  the  present.  My  wife  is  now  at  Tipton  on  a  visit  to  Lewis. 
May  desires  to  be  remembered  most  affectionately  to  all  the  ladies  of  the 
Iiousehold.  Present  my  respects  to  them,  and  kiss  them  aU  for  me. 

''Yours  sincerely,  John  Chambers." 

At  this  time  the  Governor  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  seventy 
years  of  age,  his  interest  in  Iowa  politics  had  in  a  great 
measure  ceased,  and  my  own  cares,  professional  and  otherwise, 
demanded  my  whole  time;  and  through  these  circumstances, 
our  correspondence  came  to  an  end.  How  long  he  remained 
in  Iowa  after  this,  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  in  1852,  he  had 
returned  to  Kentucky.  His  disease,  dropsy  of  the  heart,  from 
ivhich  he  had  been  so  long  a  sufferer,  returned,  and  he  had 
^rown  to  be  very  fleshy.  It  caused  his  death,  at  Paris,  in  that 
State,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1852,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his 
age  and  thus  passed  into  the  Future  Life — 

''That  borne  from  which  no  traveler  returns" — 

a  devoted  patriot,  a  good  citizen,  a  faithful  servant,  whose 
whole  life  had  been  given  to  the  public  service,  and  whose 
<»areer  deserves  the  highest  meed  of  praise,  and  is  worthy  of 
imitation.  The  second  portrait  of  Governor  Chambers  is  taken 
from  a  portrait  in  oil,  painted  by  George  H.  Yewell,  an  Iowa 
artist,  now  residing  in  New  York  City,  and  shows  him  in  his 
later  years  and  near  the  close  of  his  life. 

While  engaged  in  preparing  this  article,  I  sought  informa- 
tion in  various  directions,  desiring  to  make  it  as  complete  as 
possible  at  this  late  day;  and  those  to  whom  I  applied  were 
«x-Gov.  (Jear  and  Samuel  W.  Durham,  Esq.,  who  still  survives 
in  his  75th  year,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  first  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  representing  Linn  county,  and  from  whom 
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I  received  replies.  The  letter  of  the  latter  is  full  of  interest 
mentioning  as  it  does  so  many  of  the  early  citizens  of  Iowa, 
who  were  then  prominent,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away,  and  * 
all  of  whom  were  known  to  Gov.  Chambers,  and  confirming  the 
statement  in  this  article  as  to  the  personal  character  and 
standing  of  the  Governor,  even  among  his  political  opponents 
— ^Mr.  Durham  being  one  of  that  number.  Deeming  these 
testimonials  to  the  character  of  Gov.  Chambers  worthy  of 
preservation,  I  take  the  liberty  of  appending  them  to  this 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  old  friend.  The  letters  copied 
in  this  article  are  in  the  collections  of  the  State  Historical 
Department. 

**WASHiNaTON,  D.  C,  February  13,  1894. 
'*Wm.  Pbnn.  Claeke,  Esq., 

Kellogg  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

^*My  Dear  Mr,  Clarice: — I  have  yours  of  the  12th  and  note  its  eon- 
tents.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  there  is  no  mention  of  Gov.  Chambers  in 
any  of  the  encyclopedias. 

**He  was  a  distinguished  man,  being  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Wm.  Heniy 
Harrison  during  the  Indian  wars  and  distinguished  himself  very  highly. 
I  recollect  very  well  when  I  first  saw  Governor  John  Chambers.  It  was 
in  September,  1843,  I  was  then  a  lad,  having  left  Fort  Snelling  to  go 
to  Burlington  to  make  it  my  home.  You  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  Territories  then  were  also  Superintendents  of  Indian  affairs. 
Col.  Bruce,  of  Fort  Snelling,  was  then  agent  for  the  Sioux  Indians.  Hear- 
ing that  I  was  going  to  Burlington,  he  gave  me  some  dispatches  to  cany 
to  Gov.  Chambers.  On  arriving  at  Burlington,  I  presented  myself.  Be- 
ing but  a  mere  boy  the  Governor  was  quite  inquisitive  to  know  how  I 
came  to  be  made  bearer  of  the  dispatches.  I  told  him  that  Col.  Bruce, 
the  Indian  agent  at  Snelling,  had  given  them  to  me  to  pay  my  expenses, 
and  from  that  time  until  he  left  Iowa  he  treated  me  with  the  greatest 
consideration.  While  his  oflBce  was  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  his  home 
was  on  a  farm  eight  miles  west  of  the  village.  He  was  a  most  delightful 
man  in  his  manners,  thoroughly  upright  and  just,  and  impressed  me,  as 
he  did  everybody  else,  as  being  a  man  of  very  great  ability.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Harrison,  and  served  as  Governor  of  Iowa  Territory 
until  he  was  removed  by  Mr.  Polk,  being  succeeded  by  the  Hon.  James 
Gark,  of  Burlington.  Yours  truly,  Jno.  H.  Gkak." 

'*Maeion,  Iowa,  Feb.  14,  1894. 
"Hon.  W.  Penn.  Clabke, 

**Dear  Sir: — I  have  a  recent  letter  from  my  daughter  Mary,  in  which 
she  says  you  are  preparing  an  article  for  an  Iowa  magazine,  and  that  you 
expressed  a  desire  to  hear  from  me  about  some  historical  points,  as  to 
Gov.  Chambers  and  the  Iowa  Territorial  Constitutional  Convention  No.  1, 
which  convened  at  Iowa  City,  Oct.  7,  1844. 
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"John  Chambers,  a  sterling,  sturdy,  fresh-complezioned,  honest  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky — an  impitrtation — as  the  phrase  now  goes,  was  ap- 
pointed about  the  time  of  President  Harrison's  death,  displacing  Gov. 
Lucas,  who  was  sent  on  here  from  Ohio  by  President  Van  Buren  in  1838. 
Lucas  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  Harrison's  army,  with  Colonel 
McArthur,  afterwards  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  both  were  surrendered  by 
General  Hull  to  the  British  General  Proctor.  Lucas  was  no  doubt  con- 
sidered by  General  Harrison  as  an  offensive  partisan,  as  it  is  now  termed, 
that  is,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  Chambers  was  h  Whig.  This  was  always 
the  only  criticism  I  ever  heard  any  Democrat  allege  vs.  John  Chambers. 
He  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all,  but  when  Mr.  Polk  was  elected,  he  nat- 
urally anticipated  a  removal,  which  took  place  in  1845,  and  Chambers 
not  very  long  after  went  back  to  Kentucky,  having  served  about  four 
years.  James  Clark  of  Burlington,  a  brother-iu-law  of  A.  C.  Dodge,  suc- 
ceeded him;  he,  Clark,  had  been  a  member  of  the  convention  of  1844. 
He  was  a  very  respectable,  quiet  kind  of  a  gontleman,  slender  and  thin 
in  build,  and  he  was  the  last  Territorial  Governor.  But  why  should  I 
rehearse  so  much  of  these  things  to  you,  who  no  doubt  know  more  about 
it  than  I. 

"As  to  the  Convention  of  1844,  presided  over  by  Shepherd  Lefler,  it 
made  several  innovations  on  common  State  constitutions,  the  substance  of 
which  were  incorporated  into  the  next  two  succeeding  ones,  to-wit,  in 
1845- '56- '57.  One  was  an  elective  Judiciary  by  the  people,  which  was 
opposed  very  strongly  by  Maj.  T.  J.  McKean,  afterwards  General  Mc- 
Kean  of  Linn  County,  and  others.  Another  was  limitations  of  State 
indebtedness  to  $250,000,  which  has  no  doubt  saved  this  State  from  a 
debt  of  millions.  Another  was  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legislature.  An- 
other, and  which  was  not  put  in  your  convention  and  constitution,  was  a 
prohibition  of  any  bank  under  State  authority  from  issuing  any  bills  or 
notes  to  circulate  as  money;  the  idea  was  that  all  paper  money  should 
be  issued  by  the  general  Government  in  the  form  of  treasury  not'es  or 
something  similar.  This  matter  was  discussed  very  warmly,  Hempstead, 
Langworthy,  Gen.  Gehon,  Olmstead,  Dr.  Bissell,  Judge  John  Taylor,  of 
Cascade,  and  I  think  Judge  Grant  in  favor,  besides  my  humble  self.  It 
was  opposed  by  W.  W.  Chapman,  Ebenezer  Cook,  B.  P.  Lowe,  Gov.  Lucas, 
T.  J.  McKean,  et  al, 

"But  the  boundary  question  killed  that  Constitution.  Edward  Lang- 
worthy  and  the  northeastern  delegates  insisted  that  the  line  should  run 
up  the  Mississippi  to  Blue  Earth  River  and  take  in  to  Mankato,  thence 
west  far  enough  about  to  strike  the  divide  between  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi  In  the  light  of  subsequent  events,  this  boundary  should 
have  been  rejected. 

**I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"Sam.  W.  Dueham." 
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THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  VOLXJNTEEES. 


From  Winchester  to  Davenport. 


BY    CHAS.    L.    LONGLEY. 


Winchester  and  Fisher's  Hill. 
The  unfinished  narrative  of  Sergeant  T.  L.  Smith,  the  last 
instalhnent  of  which  appeared  in  the  October  (1893)  number 
of  the  ** Annals,"  left  the  Twenty-Fourth  Regiment  of  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry  encamped  near  Charlestown,  West  Virgin- 
ia, on  the  first  day  of  September,  1864.  It  belonged  at  this  time 
to  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps — the  Brigade  being  composed  of  the  24th  and  28th  Iowa, 
and  the  8th  and  18th  Indiana  Regiments.    The  Brigade  was 
then  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Middle  Military  Division,  bet- 
ter known  as  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  com- 
mand of  which  was  assumed  by  ** Little  Phil"  Sheridan  on  the 
7th  of  August  preceding.    The  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  was 
commanded  by  Major  General  W.  H.  Emory,  the  Second  Di- 
vision by  Brigadier  General  Cuvier  Grover,  and  the  Fourth 
Brigade  by  Colonel  David  Shunk,  of  the  8th  Indiana.    Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  John  Q.  Wilds  was  at  this  time  in  command  of 
the  24th  Iowa,  with  Miajor  Ed  Wright  for  his  Lieutenant.    A 
search  in  the  archives  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  this  State — 
perhaps  the  only  similar  office  in  the  country  to  which  regi- 
ments in  the  field  were  required  to  send,  or  did  send,  duplicates 
of  monthly  consolidated  reports — reveals  the  fact  that  the  total 
strength  of  the  24th  at  this  time  (August  31st  report)  con- 
sisted of  twenty-nine  commissioned  officers  and  six  hundred 
and  sixty-eight   enlisted   men,   of  whom   six   commissioned 
officers  and  two  hundred  and  forty-two  enlisted  men  were  ab- 
sent, sick  or  on  detached  service,  leaving  twenty-three  com- 
missioned officers  and  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  enlisted 
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men  present.  As  one  of  the  former  is  reported  on  special 
service,  and  eight  of  the  latter  sick,  the  aggregate  actually 
present  for  duty  was  twenty-two  oflScers  and  four  hundred  and 
eighteen  men,  which  may  be  taken  as  substantially  the  number 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  three  weeks  later. 

The  Regiment  moved  to  Berryville  September  3rd  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  morning  of  the  19th,  participating 
meanwhile  in  several  exhaustive  marches  and  stirring  recon- 
noissances ;  but  as  no  casualties  resulted,  an  attempt  at  detail 
will  be  unnecessary.  Upon  the  18th  of  this  month  came  the 
significant  order  to  send  back  everything  that  could  not  be 
carried  upon  the  persons  of  the  men  or  the  horses  of  the 
mounted  oflScers,  and  to  be  ready  to  march  at  two  o'clock 
next  morning  with  three  days*  rations  in  the  haversacks.  The 
historic  interview  between  Grant  and  Sheridan  had  just  taken 
place,  which  resulted  in  the  most  laconic  instructions  ever 
given  by  a  Commander-in-Chief  to  a  subordinate  who,  with  a 
large  army,  was  just  opening  an  independent  and  vastly  im- 
portant campaign.  Ctesar  himself  ceased  to  be  the  model  of 
terse  brevity  when  at  this  time  General  Grant  said  to  General 
Sheridan,  **Go  in"!  The  loyal  Winchester  girl.  Miss  Rebecca 
Wright,  had  just  communicated  to  General  Sheridan  informa- 
tion of  the  movement  of  General  Kershaw's  Division  of  the 
Confederate  Army,  then  under  command  of  General  Jubal  A. 
Early,  toward  Richmond ;  and  on  the  third  day  after  the  inter- 
view with  General  Grant,  General  Sheridan  went  in. 

Under  the  orders  already  noticed  the  24th  Iowa  moved  out 
of  its  camp  at  Berryville  at  three  o'clock  on  that  pleasant 
Monday  morning,  September  19th.  After  marching  some  two 
miles  on  the  Winchester  pike  a  halt  of  two  hours  was  made  to 
permit  the  Sixth  Corps  to  take  the  advance  through  the  nar- 
row defile  known  as  Berryville  canyon  and  leading  toward  the 
left  of  Early's  forces,  then  camped  a  short  distance  south  of 
the  town  of  Winchester.  It  was  after  sunrise  before  the  com- 
mand was  again  put  in  motion,  and  toward  eleven  o'clock, 
when,  turning  to  the  right,  it  was  deployed  on  the  right  of  the 
Sixth  Corps — the  Second  Division  constituting  the  right  of 
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the  Nineteenth  Corps  and  the  Fourth  Brigade  the  right  of  the 
Division,  which  was  not  at  this  time  connected  with,  upon  its 
right,  or  supported  by,  any  other  command,  although  the  First 
Division  and  further  back,  the  Eighth  Corps,  were  held  in 
reserve. 

In  a  paper  like  this  it  would  be  neither  practicable  nor  de- 
sirable to  attempt  the  presentation  of  the  formation  of  the 
entire  army  nor  of  the  details  of  the  battle.  Our  concern  is 
with  the  24th  Iowa,  including  only  such  outside  facts  as  are 
necessary  to  a  tolerable  degree  of  intelligibility.  An  hour  or 
more  had  been  consumed  in  getting  into  line  as  stated.  The 
rattling  fire  of  skirmishers  and  the  shuddering  cry  of  the  can- 
non have  for  some  time  told  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  a 
belt  of  woods  to  the  front  and  right,  when,  at  twenty  minutes 
before  twelve  o'clock,  the  order  for  a  general  advance  is  given. 
The  24th  Iowa  never  moved  into  an  engagement  in  better 
shape  than  on  this  occasion.  Every  man  was  in  his  place, 
and  the  line  started  across  the  open  in  as  fine  form  as  if  it 
was  only  out  upon  parade.  The  fire  that  met  its  first  advance 
and  grew  hotter  constantly,  together  with  inequalities  of  the 
ground  and  other  incidents  of  such  a  time  and  place,  were  not 
without  effect;  but  it  was  still  a  good  line  before  which  Ram- 
seur's  men  recoiled  and  from  which  went  up  the  premature 
cheers  of  victory.  For  the  departure  of  the  enemy  uncovered 
the  enfilading  fire  of  a  well  placed  battery  of  seven  guns,  while 
a  brigade  of  Rhodes'  Division,  just  arrived  upon  the  field  from 
Stevenson's,  pressed  in  between  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth 
Corps,  and  the  order  to  fall  back  was  followed  by  a  race 
against  death  or  capture.  A  little  point  of  timber  just  beyond 
the  most  vicious  sweep  of  that  enfilading  fire  was  a  natural  ral- 
lying place ;  and,  according  to  an  incident  of  this  battle  given 
by  one  of  General  Emor>''s  Staff  Officers  and  published  in  Har- 
per's Monthly  for  December,  1864,  which  is  reported  in  Gree- 
ley's ** American  Conflict,"  it  was  first  utilized  by  Captain  W. 
T.  Rigby,  of  the  24th,  who,  with  a  dozen  men,  came  marching 
deliberately  to  the  rear  and  here  halted,  faced  the  front  and 
called  for  three  cheers ;  his  little  line  forming  a  nucleus  which 
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•grew  rapidly  into  a  formidable  one.  It  is  at  all  events  certain 
that  a  rally  was  made  here  and  was  at  once  joined  by  many 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  24th  as  well  as  of  the  other 
regiments ;  and  that  this  line  was  held  against  a  sharp  attack 
for  some  time  and  until  the  arrival  of  the  reserves. 

It  was  from  this  point  that  Major  Ed  Wright  started  back 
after  much  needed  ammunition  and  had  ridden  some  distance 
when  a  solid  shot,  having  passed  over  the  line,  richochetted 
from  the  ground  and,  striking  his  horse  between  the  hams, 
passed  clear  through  his  belly  and  lodged  between  his  fore 
shoidders.  The  old  fellow  spread  his  feet,  stiffened  himself, 
stood  fast  while  the  Major  dismounted  and  remained  standing 
like  a  statue  while  the  saddle  and  bridle  were  taken  off — 
dying  on  his  feet  before  the  collapse  came.  The  Major  gave 
the  saddle  and  bridle  into  the  charge  of  a  convenient  darkey, 
who  was  just  then  making  great  haste  to  change  his  location, 
and  went  on  after  the  ammunition — bringing  back  a  box  of 
cartridges  on  his  shoulder,  instead  of  on  **01d  Jack"  as  he  had 
anticipated  doing. 

But  the  Eighth  Corps  finally  came  up,  formed  on  the  right 
■of  the  Nineteenth  and  attacked  vigorously,  while  still  farther 
to  our  right  the  cavalry  of  Crook  and  Averill  made  its  presence 
felt.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end.  One  more  grand 
effort  from  right  to  left  and  the  Confederate  legions  gave  way, 
and,  as  the  day  ended,  went  ** whirling  through  Winchester," 
to  quote  Sheridan,  in  full  retreat.  The  victory  was  a  notable 
-one,  and  coming  from  the  Shenandoah  valley,  whence  hereto- 
fore had  been  heard  only  notes  of  defeat  and  retreat,  the  news 
was  exultantly  received  throughout  the  country — Grant's 
army  at  Petersburg  firing  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns,  all 
shotted  and  pointed  toward  the  enemy ! 

The  tired  troops  rested  that  night  at  Winchester,  but  next 
morning  pressed  on  down  the  valley  after  the  retreating 
-columns.  Arriving  at  Strasburg  on  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
the  next  day  was  spent  in  getting  into  shape  to  attack  the  very 
strong  position  now  occupied  by  the  enemy  on  Fisher's  Hill. 
In  this  attack,  which  took  place  late  on  the  22d,  the  24th,  with 
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the  other  regiments  of  the  division,  formed  in  front  of  the  en- 
trenchments and  skirmished  sharply  but  without  serious  cas- 
ualty until  the  Eighth  Corps  began  its  unsuspected  advance 
from  a  flanking  position  on  the  enemy's  left.  A  grand  rush 
then  swept  everything  in  absolute  rout,  sixteen  cannon  being 
left  in  battery  near  the  pike  and  great  captures  of  men  and 
material  resulting. 

Pursuit  was  at  once  taken  up  by  the  Nineteenth  Corps  and 
continued  through  all  sorts  of  obstacles  until  3:30  the  next 
morning.  The  24th  held  the  advance  during  this  trying  night 
march,  and  several  times  received  out  of  the  bewildering 
darkness  the  fire  of  the  'Confederate  rear  guard.  In  one  in- 
stance only  was  this  attended  with  serious  results,  when  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  and  a  line  of  infantry  fired  so  nearly  into  the 
faces  of  the  officers  riding  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  that  the 
flash  of  the  guns  stampeded  the  horses  and  sent  them  crashing 
back  through  the  crowded  roadway.  But  although  the  dark- 
ness made  the  scene  a  trying  one,  it  hid  the  men  aimed  at  as 
well  as  the  gunners,  and  the  injury  actually  received  was, 
under  the  circumstances,  surprisingly  small.  Pour  enlisted 
men  were  slightly  wounded  and  one  officer.  Captain  S.  J. 
McKinley,  of  Company  A,  very  seriously  hurt  by  a  bullet 
which  shattered  his  thigh. 

Some  strange  fatality  seemed  malignly  to  follow  the  brave 
and  capable  officer  last  named.  Desperately  wounded  at  the 
first  severe  battle  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged,  at 
Champion  Hill — a  bullet  in  his  face  and  his  skull  broken  by 
a  fragment  of  shell,  insomuch  that  his  recovery  was  thought 
impossible — he,  nevertheless,  returned  to  duty  the  following 
spring  and  attempted  to  join  his  regiment  at  Alexandria,  La. 
While  on  his  way  up  Red  River  the  boat  was  fired  upon  by 
guerillas,  and,  as  the  ** boys''  said,  **of  course  McKinley  was 
hit,"  being  again  severely  wounded,  this  time  in  the  arm.  At 
the  time  now  under  consideration  he  had  just  joined  his  com- 
mand after  convalescence  from  the  Red  River  wound,  and  was 
walking  in  the  very  rear  of  the  regiment,  which  was  marching 
left  in  front.    Yet  the  only  serious  injury  was  sustained  by 
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poor  McKinley;  who,  as  the  troops  were  without  ambulances 
or  conveyance  of  any  kind,  had  to  be  left  at  the  roadside  in 
the  care  of  a  couple  of  the  regimental  musicians.  And  what  is 
more,  the  details  of  the  experience  of  McKinley  and  other 
wounded,  thus  left,  for  the  next  forty-eight  hours,  would  fill 
greater  space  than  is  allowed  in  this  paper  and  prove  vajartly 
more  thrilling.  For  Mosby's  guerillas  came  upon  the  scene 
and  actually  ended  the  suffering  of  some  of  the  poor  fellows  by 
firing  at  them  as  they  lay  upon  a  hovel  floor,  under  which  the 
rest  were  hidden.  Captain  McKinley,  however,  survived  and 
recovered  and  for  some  years  appeared  to  be  a  well  man ;  and 
although  later  in  life  more  than  half  a  hundred  bits  of  bone 
from  that  shattered  thigh  worked  out  at  different  portions  of 
the  limb,  and  he  walks  to-day  with  two  crutches,  he  is  still  a 
very  live  man,  as  many  of  his  Iowa  friends  can  testify.  The 
pursuit  of  Early  was  continued  down  the  valley  to  Harrison- 
burg, but  the  active  work  of  this  part  of  the  campaign  was  con- 
cluded with  Fisher's  Hill — ^the  regiment  being  authorized  by 
general  orders  to  have  the  names  of  both  the  battles  here  noted 
emblazoned  upon  its  colors. 

In  the  two  engagements  the  24th  sustained  serious  losses 
among  its  best  oflScers  and  men,  as  follows:  Killed: — Captain 
J.  R.  Gould,  Company  D;  First  Lieutenant  S.  S.  Dillman, 
Company  E ;  and  privates  W.  H.  Davis,  J.  W.  Arbuckle,  W.  B. 
Bricker,  A.  D.  Carmichael,  Theo.  Stinger,  H.  M.  Reed,  G.  F. 
Coleman,  C.  H.  Dean,  Harvey  Williams.  Four  officers  were 
wounded,  including  Captain  McKinley,  Lieutenant  R.  S. 
Williams  and  Adjutant  D.  W.  Camp,  aU  severely — and  Lieu- 
tenant W.  W.  Edgington,  slightly.  Fifty-six  enlisted  men 
were  also  wounded,  many  of  them  severely,  and  three 
were  taken  prisoners,  bringing  the  total  casualties  up  to  seven- 
ty-four officers  and  men.  To  the  list  of  killed  should  also  be 
added  the  names  of  seven  men  returned  as  ** wounded,'*  but 
who  died  of  their  woimds  within  the  next  few  weeks,  namely : 
William  0.  Miller,  C.  F.  Bumgardner,  Samuel  Godlove,  Israel 
M.  Ritter,  Cornelius  M.  Westfall,  John  W.  Carmichael  and 
Sergeant  C.  L.  Foote. 
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The  two  compcmy  officers  who  gave  their  lives   to    the 
<;ause  of  their  country  were  among  the  best  of  many  good 
ones  in  the  regiment.    Joseph  R.  Gtould,  Captain  of  Company 
D,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts  and  was  at  this  time  30  years  of 
age.    He  enlisted  at  Pedee,  Cedar  County,  August  11,  1862, 
and  was  mustered  in  as  First  Lieutenant  of  his  company.  He 
was  a  competent  and  considerate  officer,  and  withal  as  brave 
as  a  lion.     He  was  shot  through  the  abdomen  by  a  musket 
ball ;  and  although  he  lived  until  the  next  forenoon,  those  who 
lay  near  him  through  that  terrible  night  on  the  battlefield  will 
never  forget  the  cries  of  anguish  and  pleadings  for  relief  that 
were  wrung  from  him  by  the  torture  of  those  sluggardly  hours. 
Sylvester  S.  DUlman,  among  many  students,  was  the  most 
scholarly  man  of  the  regiment.     Bom   in   Ohio  in  1828,  he 
graduated  from  college  and  entered  upon  the  profession  of 
teaching,  to  which  he  was  only  less  attached  than  to  the  wife 
and  little  ones  he  left  behind  when  he  entered  the  service. 
Quiet,  refined  and  thoughtful,  there  was  nothing  alluring  to 
Lieutenant  Dillman  in  the  life  of  a  soldier.  He  enlisted  strictly 
from  a  patriotic  sense  of  duty ;  his  business  was  to  put  down 
the  rebellion,  and  to  it  he  devoted  himself  with  careful  and 
persistent  attention  to  every  duty,  and  quiet  but  invincible 
bravery,  and  finally  sealed  his  devotion  with  his  life. 

Of  each  one  of  the  sixteen  enlisted  men  whose  lives  were 
given  in  this  engagement,  especial  mention  might  well  be  made 
did  the  scope  of  this  paper  permit.  So  also  of  the  neariy 
three  score  wounded,  who  were  next  day  gathered,  with  those 
from  the  28th  Iowa  and  some  others,  into  a  brick  church  in 
the  town  of  Winchester,  which  was  soon  transformed  into  a 
well  organized  and  excellently  conducted  hospital.  Chaplain 
Simmons,  of  the  28th,  always  stayed  on  such  occasions  to  look 
after  the  temporal  as  well  as  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
**boys,"  and  the  members  of  the  24th  never  failed  to  come  in 
for  a  share  of  his  attention.  It  has  already  appeared  that,  out 
of  the  fifty-six  men  who  were  so  seriously  hurt  as  to  be  offici- 
ally returned  as  ** wounded'*  in  this  battle,  seven  died  of  their 
wounds.    This  was  not  a  large  per  cent,  the  conditions  as  to 
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location,  weather  and  care,  all  being  favorable  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  church  hospital.    And  the  weary  days  of  pain 
spent  there  were  brightened  by  hope  and  comradeship  as  con- 
valescence became  general,  until  some  of  the  joUiest  reminis- 
cences with  which  the  members  of  the  24th  regale  each  other  in 
their  reunions  of  this  later  day  find  their  rise  here.    For  in- 
stance, it  is  told  how  **  Jack''  Pitman,  of  Company  B,  one  day 
came  hobbling  into  the  main  ward  having  in  tow  a  countryman 
who  was  carrying  a  sack  of  peaches  just  ti^en  from  the  nonde- 
script vehicle  standing  at  the  door.  Jack  saw  the  process  of  dis- 
tribution among  those  present  fairly  started,  but  when  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bag  was  reached  could  not  be  found  by  the  now 
anxious  vendor.    After  considerable  fruitless  search,  the  latter 
appealed  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital  on  whose 
order  Jack  appeared  and  was  confronted  by  the  irate  Virgin- 
ian.   The  latter  explained  in  a  broad  local  dialect,  how  Jack 
had  bought  his  peaches  and  refused  to  pay  for  them.    **See 
here,  old  man,"  said  Jack  when  his  turn  came,  **when  you 
drove  your  old  shebang  up  here  I  was  standing  on  the  steps 
outside,  wasn't  I?"  **I  reckon  so,  sah."  **And  you  asked  me, 
if  I  didn't  want  some  peaches,  didn't  you?"     **Yes,  sah!'^ 
**And  you  brought  me  one  to  try,  didn't  you?"  **Yes,  sah!" 
"And  I  told  you  you  better  carry  them  inside,  I  thought  the 
boys  would  take  some,  didn't  I?"    ''Yes,  sah!''    **WeU  what 
you  growling  about — didn't  they  take  'em?"   The  old  man's 
jaw  was  already  fixed  for  a  yet  more  emphatic  affirmation, 
but  dropped  with  astonishment  at  this  audacity;  and  while 
Jack  limped  away  the  surgeon  explained  that  as  the  boys  evi- 
dently thought  they  were  being  treated  to  the  peaches,  he  did 
not  see  that  he  could  do  anything. 

The  regiment  remained  at  Harrisonburg  until  the  29th,  then 
moved  on  **up  the  Valley"  about  seven  miles,  being  stopped 
by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  over  North  River,  this  being 
the  extreme  point  reached  by  the  infantry.  On  the  30th  we 
moved  back  to  Harrisonburg  and  remained  there  until  October 
6th,  beginning  the  work  of  destruction  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  as  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  end  the  Confederate 
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use  of  that  rich  ooxmtry  as  a  supply  depot,  as  well  as  a  pro- 
Tisioned  route  through  which  to  make  raids  and  forays.  In  this 
way  the  retrograde  movement  was  leisurely  conducted  through 
Newmarket,  Mt.  Jackson  and  Woodstock,  stopping  a  few  days 
near  Strasburg  and  finally,  on  October  10th,  making  an  en- 
trenched camp  on  the  east  bank  of  Cedar  Creek  just  at  its 
oonfluence  with  the  Shenandoah  river,  where  the  next  great 
act  in  the  drama  was  played. 


REV.  SAMUEL  CLARKE. 


THE  PIONEER   METHODIST  CLEBOYMAN  OP  SOUTHEASTERN   IOWA. 


BY  HON.   SAM.   M.   CLARK. 


About  the  time  of  its  date,  the  following  communication  ap- 
peared in  the  Burlington  Hawkey e : 

Dks  Moines,  March  8,  1894. — Editor  Hawkeye:  The  Historical  De- 
partment is  engaged  in  an  effort  to  secure  as  far  as  possible  oil  portraits 
of  the  men  and  women  who  bore  distinguished  parts  in  the  earlj  history 
of  our  state.  Among  these,  it  is  especially  desired  to  obtain  portraits  of 
the  early  representative  clergyman  or  missionary  of  each  of  the  great 
religious  bodies.  We  now  have  fine  portraits  of  the  Bt.  Bev.  Henry  W. 
Lee,  First  Protestant  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Iowa,  and  the  first  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Dubuque.  Several  others  are  promised  at  no  distant  date. 
After  much  inquiry,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  foremost  Methodist  Epis- 
copal clergyman  of  early  Iowa  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Clarke,  whose  arduous 
labors  are  well  remembered  by  our  surviving^  pioneers.  My  purpose  in 
writing  this  communication  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference,  which  is  to  meet  in  your  city  the  present  year,  to 
this  subject,  in  the  hope  that  some  action  may  be  taken  in  th^  matter  of 
securing  Mr.  Clarke 's  portrait.         Very  respectfully  yours, 

Chasles  Aldbich, 
Curator  of  Historical  CoUeotions. 

Samuel  Clarke  (that  is  the  way  he  always  spelled  his  name, 
and  his  father  before  him)  was  bom  near  Winchester,  Virgin- 
ia, October  9,  1799.    His  father,  George  Henry  Clarke,  was 
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bom  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  1755,  and  was  brought  up  to  the 
trade  of  a  weaver.  He  came  to  America  just  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  for  Independence,  and  was  a  private 
soldier  in  that  war.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Torktown.  At 
the  end  of  the  war  and  his  retirement  from  service,  he  married 
Jane  Mercer,  and  became  a  farmer  near  Winchester.  Her 
people  had  been  long  in  the  colony.  One  of  her  brothers  was 
a  staflf  oflKcer  with  General  Anthony  Wayne  in  his  Indian 
campaign,  and  another  brother  built  the  first  block  house  at 
Cincinnati.  George  Henry  Clarke  was  raised  a  Quaker,  but 
after  Francis  Asbury  began  to  organize  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  in  America,  he  became  a  Methodist,  and  was  ac- 
counted a  wise  helper,  and  counsellor  in  the  new  church  by 
Asbury  and  Bishop  William  McKendree,  the  latter  of  whom 
often  visited  him. 

Samuel  Clarke  did  not  have  many  school  advantages. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  education  of  the  masses  in  Vir- 
ginia at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  he  was  not  bom  to 
the  wealth  of  the  large  land  holders  there,  who  employed  tu- 
tors for  their  children,  who  prepared  them  for  the  university. 
We  presume  Mr.  Clarke  got  the  most  of  his  education  after  he 
became  a  Methodist  preacher,  which  he  did  in  his  twentieth 
year.  Wesley  and  Asbury  as  the  founders  of  the  Methodist 
church  recognized  the  deficiencies  in  scholarship  of  a  ministry 
taken  from  the  masses  of  the  people  and  prepared  a  very  wise 
and  thoughtful  course  of  reading  and  intellectual  training  for 
the  young  ministers. 

Mr.  Clarke's  first  two  years  that  he  was  under  a  preacher 
in  charge,  as  Methodist  usage  goes,  were  with  Beverly 
Waugh,  afterwards  a  bishop  of  the  church,  and  with  the 
German  bent  for  thoroughness  and  scholarship.  So  it  was  a 
good  association  for  young  Clarke.  The  earliest  book  that 
we  have  of  his,  is  an  old  battered  copy  of  Ainsworth's  Latin 
dictionary  which  belonged  to  that  period  of  his  studies.  But 
he  never  became  a  scholar  in  the  university  sense.  He  was 
always  a  good  reader,  and  tore  the  heart  out  of  a  book  with 
an  intuitive  genius  for  reading  and  extracting  the  matter  of 
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books  beyond  any  man  we  ever  knew.  He  was  what  Emer- 
son admired,  a  man  who  knew  the  greatness  of  Shakespeare. 
He  read  him  all  his  life  and  probably  was  more  familiar  with 
his  plays  and  quoted  them  oftener  than  any  book,  except  the- 
Bible. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Clarke's  min- 
istry, embraced  Maryland,  Virginia  and  a  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  Clarke's  appointments  while  he  was  in  that  Confer- 
ence, were  at  Rockbridge,  Hagerstown,  Leesburg,  Gettysburg,. 
Frederick,  Staunton,  Fairfax.  These  years  and  work  brought 
him  to  the  year  1832.  He  then  went  to  Ohio,  bought  a  farm 
in  Green  County,  near  Xenia,  where  he  settled  his  family  and 
became  a  minister  of  the  Ohio  Conference.  After  nine  yeara 
there  he  bought  640  acres  of  land  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa, 
and  moved  with  his  family  there.  In  the  preliminary  trip  that 
he  made  to  spy  out  the  land  to  see  whether  he  would  like  it, 
he  preached  at  Keokuk  in  the  summer  of  1840  to  an  audience 
gathered  in  a  grove  where  now  runs  one  of  the  principal  streets 
of  the  city.  Iowa  and  the  Iowa  Conference  were  his  final  field 
of  labor.  In  the  early  part  of  February,  1858,  he  walked  from 
his  farm  into  Keosauqua  and  preached  to  a  full  house,  speak- 
ing with  all  his  old  time  strength  and  force.  He  went  on  to 
Birmingham  and  preached  twice  there.  He  then  went  out  to 
Libertyville  in  the  edge  of  Van  Buren  and  Jefferson  county, 
and  preached  in  a  country  church.  He  drove  with  a  friend  a 
few  miles  to  his  home,  took  an  inflammation  of  the  throat  and 
died  of  the  croup  or  diphtheria  on  the  16th  of  February,  1858. 

Two  years  ago  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Van  Buren  county,  that  veteran  lowan,  George  G.  Wright,  ex- 
chief  justice  and  ex-United  States  senator,  made  one  of  his 
reminiscent  talks  to  his  old  friends  and  neighbors  of  Van 
Buren  county.  He  said  substantially:  **I  wonder  how  many 
people  here  recall  the  sermon  preached  by  Rev.  Samuel  Clarke 
on  a  Sunday  of  1842  at  the  camp-meeting  in  Purdom's  grove, 
on  the  river  just  above  Keosauqua.  The  circumstances  were 
these :  M!r.  McBride,  at  that  time  a  leading  associate  of  Abner 
Kneeland  in  his  attempt  to  found  an  infidel  and  free-thinking 
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commonwealth  in  the  Des  Moines  Valley,  was  present.  As 
Mr.  Clarke  went  into  the  pulpit,  or  the  plank  platform  which 
did  duty  for  a  pulpit,  Mr.  McBride  was  seen  to  approach  and 
speak  to  him  for  a  moment.  Mr.  Clarke  advanced  to  the  front 
of  the  stand  and  said :  *  Brethren,  I  had  intended  to  preach  to 
you  on  another  subject  (naming  it),  but  Mr.  McBride  has  just 
handed  me  this  written  request:  **Mr.  Clarke,  will  you  please 
preach  to  this  people  from  the  text,  *  The  unknown  God  whom 
ye  ignorantly  worship?'  'I  will  preach  to  you  from  that 
text'  ''  Judge  Wright  continued:  **I  have  heard  at  the  bar 
and  on  the  stump  and  on  the  platform  about  all  the  great 
speakers  of  the  United  States  who  have  lived  in  my  time.  I 
have  never  heard  nor  did  any  one  that  heard  it,  ever  hear  the 
ec^ual  in  power  and  greatness  and  massiveness  of  argumenta- 
tion, of  the  sermon  Mr.  Clarke  then  preached. ' ' 

Samuel  Clarke  was  quick  on  the  trigger  in  this  way.  We 
have  heard  from  many  sources  about  a  sermon  preached  by" 
him  at  Xenia,  0.,  in  1840,  which  was  much  talked  about.  A. 
strong  Whig  in  politics,  he  was  chaplain  at  the  great  Harrison: 
demonstration  at  Dayton,  0.,  when  William  Henry  Harrisom 
attended  the  great  meeting  there  in  that  phenomenal  campaign^ 
Later  in  the  fall,  there  was  a  Methodist  meeting  at  Xenia 
which  was  attended  by  many  ministers.  Judge  Alexander  was 
congressman  of  the  district,  an  intense  Democrat,  a  man  of 
burly  physique,  a  political  boss,  dominating  and  of  great  force. 
He  had  taken  a  seat  in  the  very  front  pew,  there  being  a  great 
audience  present.  Mr.  Clarke  read  the  opening  hymn,  read  the 
scripture  lesson,  read  the  second  hymn.  Judge  Alexander  sat 
there  either  thinking  that  this  might  be  preliminary  and  that 
another  minister  was  to  preach,  or  else  purposing  to  make  his 
demonstration  the  more  effective  when  he  made  it.  Just  as 
Mr.  Clarke  was  opening  the  bible  to  announce  his  text,  Judge 
Alexander  rose  and  with  his  heavy  gold-headed  cane  making 
a  ringing  protest  by  a  sounding  rap  on  the  floor  every  step  he 
made,  marched  down  the  aisle  and  out  of  the  church.  He 
would  not  hear  the  Whig  preacher  but  he  had  to  hear  his  text. 
Before  Alexander  got  to  the  door,  Mr.  Clarke  said:  **My  text 
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is:  ''The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth,  but  the  right- 
eous is  as  bold  as  a  lion.''  He  went  on  and  preached  a  sermon 
growing  out  of  the  heart  of  the  occasion  which  the  Whigs  of 
<5hio  made  a  tradition  of,  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
•convince  some  of  them  that  that  was  not  the  greatest  sermon 
ever  preached  in  Ohio.  Of  course  Mr.  Clarke  had  no  thought 
of  preaching  from  that  text  when  he  entered  the  pulpit.  It  is 
only  a  full  and  ready  man,  masterful  in  resources,  that  can 
master  circumstances  in  this  quick  way.  Judge  J.  M.  Casey, 
judge  of  Lee  district,  said  in  his  address  to  the  old  settlers  of 
Lee  county  in  their  meeting  at  Fort  Madison  last  year,  that 
:Samuel  Clarke  was  one  of  his  two  favorite  preachers,  and  that 
he  was  the  most  forcible  speaker  he  ever  heard. 

In  the  early  days  of  his  ministry  there  were  incidents  in  his 
preaching  when  the  close  of  his  preaching  would  find  every  one 
in  the  congregation  either  standing  excitedly  upon  their  feet 
or  bowing  upon  the  floor  in  prayer  and  sobs.  But  he  never 
was  a  shouting  preacher;  he  was  always  quiet  and  masterful, 
speaking  with  a  power  that  had  a  commanding  effect  upon  his 
hearers.  Calm  and  strong  as  his  speech  was,  he  always  put  in 
it  enough  of  the  Demosthenic  element  of  action  to  move  the 
enthusiasm  and  sensibilities  of  his  hearers.  And  we  don't 
eare  what  any  of  the  critics  of  oratory  say.  Prom  Demos- 
thenes until  the  end  of  the  world,  there  wiU  never  be  any  su- 
preme orator  that  doesn't  fulflll  the  three  rules  of  Demosthe- 
nes, that  the  flrst  requirement  of  an  orator  is  action,  and  the 
second  is  action  and  the  third  is  action. 

Mrs.  Judge  Townsend,  of  Albia,  the  chief  of  the  young 
women  scholars  of  Van  Buren  county  in  her  girlhood,  in  a 
letter  to  us  the  other  day,  spoke  pathetically  of  her  regret  at 
never  again  being  able  to  hear  such  speaking  as  that  of  **The 
Old  Man  Eloquent,"  as  she  called  Samuel  Clarke.  For  a  long 
time  most  men  and  women  that  you  would  have  met  in  south- 
ern Iowa,  or  in  central  Ohio,  or  in  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
would  have  had  some  incident  or  utterance  to  tell  you  char- 
acteristic of  Mr.  Clarke,  and  illustrative  of  his  power.  When 
some  years  ago  we  met  Bishop  Randolph  S.  Poster,  the  great 
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bishop  of  the  Methodist  church,  at  the  home  of  his  sister^ 
Mrs.  Dr.  Burkett,  of  Keokuk,  he  said  to  us:  '^I  heard  your 
father  make  at  Cincinnati,  forty-four  years  ago,  a  prayer 
which  I  remember  now,  and  it  is  the  only  prayer  I  ever  heard 
that  I  could  remember  forty-four  years.''  One  of  the  greatest 
preachers  of  the  Universalist  church  in  the  west  once  said  to  us 
that  he  heard  Samuel  Clarke  make  at  Oskaloosa,  the  most  im- 
pressive prayer  he  ever  heard.  Mr.  Clarke  was  chaplain  of  the 
famous  constitutional  convention  of  Virginia  in  1829-30,  of 
which  ex-President  James  Monroe  was  presiding  oflScer  and 
ex-President  James  Madison  aod  Charles  Fenton  Mercer  were 
members.  Doctor  Blackman,  the  great  professor  of  surgery  in 
the  medical  college  of  Ohio  at  Cincinnati,  who  was  as  a  boy 
a  looker-on  at  the  convention,  said,  in  talking  about  it  in  1858, 
that  the  most  distinctive  impression  he  brought  ^way  from 
it  was  that  in  eloquence,  bearing  and  power,  Samuel  Clarke 
was  the  greatest  man  there.  Most  people  who  knew  him  at 
all  would  remember  him  by  some  trenchant  saying  that  went 
straight  to  its  mark  with  the  force  of  a  minie  ball.  Colonel 
J.  P.  Sanford,  soldier  and  Universalist  minister,  traveler,  lec- 
turer-and  the  like,  who  became  quite  widely  known  in  this  and 
other  states,  told  us  that  when  he  was  a  young  fellow  in  his 
** smartest"  state,  when  bright-minded  and  callow  young  men 
deny  everything  because  they  are  certain  they  know  more 
than  mankind  ever  did  before  them,  he  thrust  his  opinion  upon 
Mr.  Clarke,  who  swept  him  oflf  his  feet  by  a  dozen  words, 
which  Colonel  Sanford  always  remembered  as  the  most  for- 
midable statement  he  had  ever  listened  to. 

Uncle  Dan  Miller,  the  veteran  lawyer  and  legislator,  likes  to 
tell  of  an  incident  that  happened  at  a  camp-meeting  in  Lee 
county  during  the  time  Joseph  Smith  and  the  Mormons  were 
at  Nauvoo.  Mr.  Clarke  was  preaching  to  a  great  audience  on 
Sunday  and  made  a  statement  about  the  Mormons.  A  well 
appearing  and  well-dressed  man  arose  in  the  congrega- 
tion and  denied  what  Mr.  Clarke  had  said.  ** What's  that?" 
said  Mr.  Clarke,  in  the  quick,  imperious  way  in  which  he 
Always  met  a  challenge,  ** what's  that?"    The  gentleman  an- 
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swered,  **I  am  an  elder  in  the  Mormon  church  and  I  deny  the 
accuracy  of  what  you  have  just  said  about  my  people. ' '  * '  You 
are  a  Mormon  elder,  are  you?"  said  Mr.  Clarke.  **Yes,  sir.'* 
**Then  all  I  want  is  a  rope  and  gallows  for  you/'  was  the  quick 
retort  with  which  the  preacher  knocked  the  elder  helplessly 
into  his  seat. 

Earnest  and  zealous  as  Methodism  was  through  all  the 
period  of  Mr.  Clarke's  ministry,  and  it  was  a  time  when  the 
churches  were  much  given  to  polemics  and  disputation  one 
with  the  other,  formidable  as  Mr.  Clarke  was  in  debate  and 
ready  as  he  was  to  engage  in  it,  he  was  a  tolerant  man  and 
always  more  insistent  upon  character  than  doctrines.  There 
was  probably  a  bent  In  this  direction  given  to  him  by  the 
Quaker  vein  in  his  ancestry.  lie  was  always  a  favorite  preacher 
with  many  other  denominations  and  often  filled  their  pulpits, 
in  the  way  we  are  used  to  now,  but  which  was  an  unusual 
thing  then.  And  it  was  a  favorite  saying  of  his  that  he  liked 
sinners  and  that  he  liked  to  preach  to  sinners;  that  he  some- 
times didn't  know  which  was  the  better — the  sinners  or  the 
church  folks.  We  recall  his  saying  one  day  to  a  devout  class 
leader  who  thought  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
people  in  the  church  and  people  outside  the  church,  and  who 
didn't  have  a  bit  of  doubt  that  he  was  going  to  Heaven  and 
the  other  fellow  was  not:  *' Brother  V.,  if  you  and  I  are  so 
fortunate  as  to  get  to  Heaven,  we  will  probably  be  surprised 
at  two  things :  first,  not  to  find  many  people  there  we  thought 
we  would,  and  secondly,  to  find  a  great  many  people  there  we 
didn't  expect  would  be  there."  Once  he  said  to  a  favorite 
niece,  good  but  frivolous,  who  was  rollicking  about  the  house, 
*  *  Mary,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  you  will  go  to  Heaven 
if  you  die  at  any  time  within  a  week  after  a  camp-meeting." 

His  insistence  upon  character  was  shown  at  his  death.  He 
died  many  miles  from  home  and  in  midwinter,  and  none  of  his 
children  were  present.  As  the  end  approached,  their  mother 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  word  to  send  to  the  children.  He 
said:  *'Only  this,  that  nothing  but  religion  gives  true  dignity 
to  character."    And  that  is  the  only  word  that  we  ever  knew 
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him  to  say  directly  to  any  one  of  his  children  in  all  their  lives 
or  his,  to  get  them  to  be  religious.  In  fact  there  was  not  a  bit 
of  cant  or  professional  religion  in  his  make-up.  The  day  be- 
fore he  died,  he  walked  to  the  window  of  the  country  house 
where  he  was  and  looked  out  upon  the  bleak  winter  outside  and 
said — **Well,  to-morrow  I  shall  go  home  or  I  shall  go  to 
Heaven.*'  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  and  other  ministers  and  Metho- 
dists who  were  present,  had  evidently  been  wanting  him  to  say 
something  on  the  line  of  what  they  thought  would  be  bearing  a 
testimony  for  religion  in  the  hour  of  death.  They  probably 
had  a  desire  that  a  ministry  of  thirty-eight  years  should  be 
more  demonstrative,  confessional  and  professional  than  he  was 
manifesting,  for  he  was  bearing  himself  in  a  very  matter  of 
fact  way.  So  taking  that  calm  utterance  as  a  cue,  Mr.  Robin- 
son asked  a  somewhat  ministerial  question  as  to  what  was  his 
thought  and  testimony  in  dying,  and  as  to  the  other  life.  Mr. 
Clarke  merely  said  in  a  calm  and  tranquil  way,  •*!  am  willing 
to  trust  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  to  do  right,"  and  that  was 
all  he  said.  It  was  his  straight-forward  manliness  and  sincer- 
ity that  secured  him  the  life-long  friendship  and  attachment  of 
strong  and  forcible  men  of  all  parties  and  beliefs,  and  no  be- 
liefs. The^  late  Judge  Thomas  W.  Clagett,  of  Keokuk,  was  de- 
votedly attached  to  him.  Whenever  a  Methodist  Conference 
met  in  his  city,  Judge  Clagett  always  put  in  a  claim  for  Father 
Clarke  to  be  his  guest.  He  would  say  in  his  emphatic  w^y, 
**  Father  Clarke  is  the  only  blankety  blank  preacher  that  I 
ever  knew  that  wasn't  a  blankety  blank  blank  hypocrite."  He 
has  often  said  to  us,  **Your  father  was  the  only  religious 
preacher  I  ever  knew."  And  however  much  Judge  Clagett 
might  swear  from  sheer  force  of  habit,  and  without  meaning 
anything  bad  about  it,  for  he  was  a  wonderfully  good  man 
with  all  his  profanity,  he  never  swore  when  Mr.  Clarke  was  in 
hearing. 

In  loitering  pleasant  half  hours  over  Prof.  John  Campbell 
Shairp's  ''Portraits  of  Friends,"  wherein  with  delightful 
freshness  and  spontaneity,  he  tells  of  his  friends,  Thomas  Er- 
skine,  Bishop  Cotton,  Dr.  John  Brown,  Norman  Macleod,  John 
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Macleod  Campbell,  John  Mcintosh  and  Arthur  Hugh  Clough, 
we  can  see  how  much  men  in  Scotland  and  England  and  the  old 
country  have  in  their  lives  that  men  like  Samuel  Clarke  miss 
out  of  their  lives  here  in  America.  This  country  is  too  large 
and  there  are  too  great  distances  between  the  relation  of  man 
to  man  and  mind  to  mind.  In  Scotland  or  England  a  man 
like  Shairp  or  Norman  Macleod  or  Campbell,  may  be  at  a  little 
country  manse  where  life  for  the  hour  seems  very  local  and 
sporadic :  they  seem  isolated  and  remote  from  their  fellows  and 
from  all  comradeship;  but  then  you  read  a  few  lines  further 
and  you  see  that  another  half  hour  has  placed  them  at  Edin- 
burgh, or  at  Glasgow,  or  at  Cambridge,  or  at  Oxford,  in  rela- 
tionship with  university  men  and  the  richest  comradeship  of 
the  leaders  of  life  and  opinions.  The  thinkers  and  leaders  are 
only  a  few  miles  or  a  few  half  hours  apart  from  each  other 
at  the  most  and  when  ever  they  get  lonesome,  they  can  touch 
elbows  with  their  fellows  in  the  capitals  of  intellect.  Americans 
have  been,  now  and  some  years  ago  far  more  than  now,  suffer- 
ing from  isolation  and  distances,  from  a  privation  of  separa- 
tion from  their  fellows.  Boy  as  we  were,  we  have  been  con- 
scious in  a  blind  mute  way,  many  an  hour,  that  Samuel  Clarke 
was  in  his  pioneer  Iowa  home,  amid  the  dull  conditions  of  pio- 
neer life,  how  he  pined  and  chafed  for  the  sort  of  contact  that 
the  friends  in  Prof.  Shairp  *s  portraits  could  give  themselves 
at -any  hour  they  chose.  Mr.  Clarke's  life  would  have  been  far 
richer  in  performance  than  the  world  would  have  known  if 
from  his  boyhood  he  could  have  been  in  or  near  one  of  the 
world 's  capitals  and  comraded  from  the  beginning  with  men  of 
like  power  and  capacity  with  himself.  Another  thing  isolated 
him  somewhat  all  the  later  years  of  his  life,  and  that  was  that 
he  was  a  Virginian.  The  strong  attachments  of  his  early  life 
were  with  southern  men  and  slave  holders.  He  was  the  de- 
voted friend  of  Bishop  Soule,  who  went  with  the  southern  di- 
vision of  the  Methodist  church  when  the  church  divided  on  the 
slavery  issue.  He  was  a  devoted  patriot,  feeling  that  from  his 
revolutionary  father  he  was  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  though  an  anti-slavery  man,  it  cast  a  shadow  to  the 
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core  of  his  heart  when  the  Methodist  church  divided,  because 
he  never  doubted  that  that  was  the  precursor  of  the  division  of 
the  Union  which  came  with  the  secession  of  the  southern  states 
ixi  1860-61,  and  which  only  four  years  of  war  overthrew.  We 
have  been  told  by  those  who  knew  him  well  throughout  all  his 
life,  that  he  was  never  so  buoyant  and  hopeful,  that  his  oratory 
-was  never  so  great  and  masterful  after  the  separation  of  the 
Methodist  church  as  before  it.  That  separation  and  the 
shadow  thrust  forward  of  the  coming  struggle  for  disunion, 
put  its  shadow  upon  his  spirit  and  depressed  his  mood.  He  was 
never  an  abolitionist,  and  the  last  vote  he  cast  was  for  Millard 
Fillmore  in  1856.  He  thus  remained  with  the  old  Whig  party 
of  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster  to  the  last. 

In  1824,  Samuel  Clarke  was  married  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  to 
Elizabeth  Reynolds.  Her  father  was  Colonel  John  Reynolds^ 
of  that  place.  He  commanded  the  Third  Maryland  regiment 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  at  the  defense  of  Baltimore,  the 
most  memorable  incident  of  which  will  ever  be  that  Barton 
Key,  with  the  thunder  of  the  guns  in  his  ears  all  the  night 
long,  wrote  **The  Star  Spangled  Banner" — **0  say,  does  that 
star  spangled  banner  yet  wave?''  How  full  of  adventure  the 
lives  of  Americans  then  and  earlier  had  to  be !  The  father  of 
Colonel  John  Reynolds  was  Captain  John  Reynolds  of  York, 
Pa.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war^ '  At  the  close 
of  it  he  bought  a  tract  of  7,000  acres  of  land  in  Kentucky, 
where  the  city  of  Lexington  now  stands,  and  started  there 
.  with  a  colony  to  establish  a  post.  His  fleet  of  flatboats  was 
attacked  by  Indians  just  below  Blannerhassett 's  Island  in  the 
Ohio  river,  and  the  Indians,  following  the  boats  along  each 
shore,  keeping  up  a  continual  fire,  at  last  captured  the  com- 
pany. Captain  Reynolds  was  killed,  and  fell  over  in  the  arms 
of  his  wife.  She,  with  her  four  children,  John  being  then  a 
boy  of  10  or  12,  were  taken  prisoners.  They  were  nearly  four 
years  with  the  Indians,  ranging  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio 
river  in  the  migrations  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  mother  was 
separated  from  a  part  of  her  children,  but  she  managed  to 
keep  run  of  all  of  them.    She  had  several  opportunities  to  get 
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away  to  the  whites  with  three  of  them,  but  she  would  not  gro 
until  she  could  have  all.    Finally  she  plotted  and  planned  with 
an  English  trader  until  she  got  all  of  her  children  together  and 
led  them  by  a  night  m'arch  and  in  a  concealed  way  into  Detroit, 
where  the  English  who  ransomed  them  had  to  keep  her  and 
her  children  hidden  for  several  days  from  the  Indians,  w^ho 
searched  the  place  for  them.     They  were  content  to  ransom 
the  mother  and  three  of  the  children,  but  they  had  adopted 
John  into  the  tribe  with  Indian  ceremonies  and  destined  him 
for  a  chief.     So  they  were  determined  that  he  should  not 
escape  them.    When,  after  four  years,  the  mother  and  the  four 
<ihildren  reappeared  to  her  family  and  friends  at  York,  Pa.,  it 
was  as  a  company  arisen  from  the  dead.    But  incidents  like 
these  stand  at  the  outset  of  th^  family  history  of  all  of  us 
whose  ancestry  have  been  Americans  for  a  few  generations. 

Nine  children  w^re  born  to  Samuel  Clarke  and  Elizabeth 
Reynolds;  one  of  them  died  in  infancy,  and  as  to  the  other 
eight  children,  the  rather  remarkable  experience  has  happened 
that  there  has  been  but  one  death  among  them  in  sixty-seven 
years. 

Though  combative  and  of  quick  and  imperious  temper,  Mr. 
Clarke  had  the  qualities  of  a  great  church  executive.  He  was 
a  young  man  in  charge  of  a  large  circuit  in  Virginia  at  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  the  Protestant  Methodists  or  *  *  Radi- 
cals," from  the  M.  E.  church.  The  movement  was  strong  with 
the  people  in  his  circuit.  lie  managed  the  affair  so  wisely 
that  less  than  a  half  dozen  finally  joined  in  the  separation.  Dr. 
Thomas  Bond,  the  able  editor  of  the  Metlwdist  Advocate,  then 
the  Sole  organ  of  the  church — a  whole  family  of  Advocates 
have  grown  up  since^ — ^said  in  the  paper  that  Mr.  Clarke  had 
shown  the  most  wisdom  of  any  minister  he  had  heard  of,  and 
that  if  all  had  shown  equally  good  judgment,  the  attempted 
separation  of  the  church  would  have  come  to  nothing.  Dur- 
ing all  his  after  ministry  Mr.  Clarke  was  called  upon  to  ad- 
judicate in  cases  far  and  near  of  trials  between  ministers  and 
members  or  l)etween  members.  We  recall  an  incident  in  one 
of  the  then  leading  cities  of  the  state ;  a  prominent  and  active 
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layman  had  got  into  a  fierce  quaprel  with  the  minister  of  the 
=cliureh.  The  ease  was  fiercely  contested  in  the  local  trial  and 
Tvas  carried  to  the  annual  Conference.  Mr.  Clarke  presided  in 
that  local  trial  and  rendered  judgment.  After  the  whole 
xnatter  was  ended,  the  layman  published  a  large  pamphlet 
account  of  the  proceedings.  He  said  ttfat  when  the  case  came 
before  the  annual  conference,  he  submitted  his  case  at  great 
length,  to  which  he  had  devoted  weeks  and  months  of 
preparation,  and  that  Samuel  Clarke  merely  arose  and  said  to 

the  Conference,  **This  is  a  plain  case.    Brother  S.  went  to 

-as  preacher  in  charge.  He  found  a  disturber  of  Zion  there. 
He  did  just  what  he  had  to  do,  and  just  what  this  Conference 
Tvill  have  him  to  do;  he  turned  him  out.*'  And  the  complain- 
ant said  that  upon  that  simple  statement  by  Mr.  Clarke  the 
-Conference  sustained  him,  and  wiped  out  without  further 
attention  to  the  complainant's  labored  case. 

Without  much  scholastic  education  himself,  Mr.  Clarke 
i^ras  an  earnest  advocate  of  education  of  the  Methodist  minis- 
try and  membership.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first 
trustees  of  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  had 
views  of  his  own  of  church  polity.  He  always  insisted  that  all 
-children  bom  and  baptized  in  the  Methodist  church  should  be 
entered  at  once  as  church  members.  He  knew  human  nature 
and  went  direct  to  his  end  without  being  prisoner  of  flimsy 
limitations.  We  recall  that  when  he  was  pastor  of  a  church 
in  a  southern  Iowa  town,  a  leading  merchant  of  the  place  was 
of  Methodist  parents  and  had  a  devoted  Methodist  wife.  The 
merchant  himself  was  a  man  of  good  character  but  not  a 
church  member.  His  infirmity  was  that  he  would  occasionally 
^et  upon  a  tremendous  drunk.  One  Saturday  morning,  Mr. 
Clarke  learned  that  this  gentleman  had  been  out  with  the 
boys,  kiehing  tin  pans  up  and  down  the  street  and  raising  a 
jamboree  Friday  night.  Mr.  Clarke  took  down  the  church 
book,  and  entered  the  name  of  the  merchant  as  a  member  of 
the  church.  Then  he  took  his  hat  and  cane  and  walked  down 
to  the  store,  and  said  to  the  merchant:  **Mr.  S.  I  have  just 
entered  your  name  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  at 
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this  place.  We  are  building  our  church,  there  is  a  meeting  of 
the  building  committee  at  my  house  at  3  o'clock,  and  I  want 
you  to  come  there  and  take  the  chairmanship  of  the  com- 
mittee." And  when  the  time  came  Mr.  S.  was  there  and  he 
never  gave  the  church  or  community  any  more  trouble. 

When  Mr.  Clarke  died  the  official  memoir  of  him  was  writ- 
ten by  the  late  Michael  Hare,  who  was  a  devoted  friend  of  his. 
But  the  best  of  all  the  memoirs  was  written  by  Henr>"  Clay 
Dean.  Dean  was  devotedly  attached  to  Father  Clarke.  He 
was  the  only  preacher  of  the  Iowa  Methodist  church  to  whose 
leadership  and  power  the  great  orator  deferred,  and  he  poured 
out  the  warmth  of  his  feelings  in  an  eloquent  tribute  worthy 
of  Samuel  Clarke  and  worthy  of  Henry  Clay  Dean  at  his  best 
of  heart  and  brain  and  pen. 


THE  DES  MOINES  RIVER  LAND  GRANT. 


BY  COLONEL  C.  H.  GATCH. 


[second  paper.] 

It  should  have  been  previously  stated  that  the  Des  Moines 
Navigation  &  Railroad  Company  became  incorporated  as  an 
Iowa  corporation  under  articles  filed  May  19,  1854,  and  that 
the  incorporators  were  Edwin  C.  Litchfield,  Porter  Kibbee, 
OrviUe  Clark,  B.  R.  Whitmore,  Henry  O'Reilly,  A.  Hunt, 
Elisha  C.  Litchfield,  Henry  Ten  Eyck,  John  Stryker,  Nelson 
B.  Stewart  and  E.  B.  Litchfield. 

M^y  15,  1856,  Congress  granted  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  for 
the  construction  of  four  railroads  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Missouri  river,  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by 
odd  numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  each 
of  the  roads,  with  the  usual  provision  for  indemnity  selections 
within  designated  limits  in  case  any  of  the  granted  sections 
had  been  previously  disposed  of.     The  grant  was  subject  to 
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the  following  proviso,  which  it  will  hereafter  be  seen  contrib- 
uted very  materially  to  the  legal  questions  and  complications 
that  were  to  follow:  '*That  any  and  all  lands  heretofore 
reserved  to  the  United  States,  by  any  act  of  Congress,  or  in  any 
other  manner  by  competent  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  whatever,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reserved  to  the 
United  States  from  the  operation  of  this  act/'  The  line  of 
each  of  the  railroads  thus  provided  for  would  necessarily  in- 
tersect the  grant  of  lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  Des 
Moines  River,  provided  it  extended  to  the  northern  limit  of 
the  State.  On  the  day  of  the  passage  of  this  act  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  directed  the  officers  of  the 
local  land  offices  in  Iowa  to  withhold  the  lands  covered  by  the 
grant  from  sale  or  location  until  further  orders.  July  14, 
1856,  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  accepted  the  grant. 
The  matter  of  the  extent  of  the  river  grant  having  again 
been  brought  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it  was  by 
him  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  Hon.  Caleb  Gushing, 
who.  May  29,  1856,  rendered  an  opinion,  the  substance  of 
which  is  stated  in  this  sentence : 

"I  have  hesitated  much  on  the  question  whether  that  be  not  the  true 
view  of  the  subject  (to  limit  the  grant  to  the  Baccoon  Fork)  but,  for 
reasons  already  suggested,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  on  the  whole,  to 
advise  you  to  stand  on  the  last  decision,  (Secretary  Stuart's)  whi<^  give* 
to  the  State  the  lands  along  the  course  of  the  Des  Moines,  up  to 'the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State/' 

Up  to  this  time  the  State  had  been  claiming  the  lands  on 
each  side  of  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  the  northern  limits  of 
the  Territory,  which  was  much  further  north  than  the  northern 
line  of  the  State  as  fixed  at  the  time  of  its  admission  into  the 
Union.  In  view  of  this  claim  to  lands,  which  were  then  within 
the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  his  communication  containing  the  opinion  referred  to, 
advised  as  follows:  **I  advise,  therefore,  that  you  propose  to 
the  State  of  Iowa,  and  its  assigns,  to  acquiesce  in  and  accept 
the  decision  of  Mr.  Stuart  as  final,  and  to  approve  selections 
accordingly ;  provided,  the  State  and  its  assigns  will  themselves 
agree  to  acquiesce  in  and  accept  that  decision  as  final."    He 
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further  advised  that  if  the  State  refused  to  accept  the  grant 
upon  this  condition  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  should 
refuse  absolutely  to  approve  any  more  selections  above  the 
Raccoon  Fork.  Acting  upon  this  advice,  the  Secretary  wrote 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  June  9,  1856, 
as  follows: 

"In  the  subsequent  action  upon  selections  not  yet  approved,  I  have 
<ioncluded  to  be  governed  hy  the  advice  of  the  Attorney  General,  as  con- 
tained in  the  paragraph  near  the  close  of  his  opinion,  beginning  with  the 
words,  '  I  advise,  therefore,  that  you  propose  to  the  State  of  Iowa  and  its 
assigns,'  and  ending  with  'You  can  with  safety  award  to  them  the  resi- 
due of  the  claim  up  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State. '  In  the  cer- 
tificates of  approval  hereafter  prepared  for  my  signature  on  any  list  sub- 
mitted, the  fact  should  be  stated  that  the  approval  being  based  upon 
the  prior  action  of  the  department  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  grant 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  State  and  its  assigns  would  be  considered  an  acquiescence 
on  their  part  in  this  limit,  and  an  abandonment  of  all  claim  beyond  it, 
as  it  is  upon  this  basis  alone  I  can  feel  justified  in  yielding  my  assent  to 
the  claim  preferred." 

July  16,  1856,  W.  C.  Johnson,  the  then  president  of  the 
Navigation  Company,  having  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  for  the  certification  of  additional  lands,  the  Secretary, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
directed  that  action  be  suspended  until  the  assent  of  the 
proper  authorities  was  obtained  to  the  conditions  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Cushing. 

January  1,  1857,  Commissioner  Manning  made  his  report  to 
the  General  Assembly  in  which  he  refers  to  the  fact  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Improvement  are  in  the  hands  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  and  among  other  things  says:  **The  State 
of  Iowa,  through  its  Board  of  Public  Works,  prosecuted  the 
Improvement  about  six  years,  up  to  June  9,  1854,  and  during 
this  period  expended  about  $475,000.*'  And  further  "The  char- 
acter and  quality  of  the  work  upon  the  lock  walls  is  believed 
to  be  fully  equal  in  all  respects  to  that  heretofore  constructed 
by  the  state,  which  condition  in  the  original  contract  in  that  re- 
spect is  believed  to  be  complied  with.'' 

The  report  shows  that  on  December  1,  1856,  the  Navigation 
Company  had  paid  out  and  expended,  under  Its  contract  with 
the  State,  for  purposes  recognized  as  falling  within  the  terms 
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of  the  contract,  $366,711.26;  and  charges  the  Navigation 
Company  with  two  lists  of  lands  theretofore  sold  to  it  by  the 
officers  of  the  Improvement,  one  list  comprising  88,853.19 
acres,  and  the  other  116,636.04  acres,  amounting,  at  $1.25 
per  acre,  to  $256,861.53;  thus  leaving  a  balance  at  that 
time  due  the  Navigation  Company  of  $109,849.73.  An  adjust- 
ment between  the  State  and  the  Navigation  Company  made 
December  24,  1856,  is  referred  to  in  the  report,  in  and  by 
w^hich  it  was  agreed  and  settled  that  there  was  then  due  from 
the  State  to  the  Navigation  Company,  after  eliminating  certain 
matters  of  difference  between  the  Commissioner  and  the  Com- 
pany, a  balance  of  $40,369.04;  of  which  among  other  things  it 
is  said :  *  *  The  present  adjustment  has  been  mutually  entered 
into  with  a  full  view  of  all  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
heretofore  and  at  present  encountered,  and  more  especially 
to  hasten  and  insure  the  immediate  progress  and  early  com- 
pletion of  the  work."  And  as  showing  the  fairness  of  the  ad* 
justment  it  is  further  said : 

''The  manifestation  of  the  President  of  the  company  in  making  this 
arrangement  appears  to  be  quite  equitable,  and  it  is  due  from  me  to 
admit  that  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  adjustment  have  been  of  the 
most  laudable  character.  The  concessions  herein  made  by  the  Company 
to  the  State  are  agreed  to  by  me  as  highly  creditable  to  the  Company  and 
equitable  to  the  State.  It  is  but  right  to  regard  it  as  an  evidence  of 
their  good  faith  to  perform  this  agreement." 

By  taking  the  balance  of  $40,369 '  allowed  the  Company  in 
the  adjustment  from  the  balance  of  $109,849  due  it  according 
to  the  Commissioners'  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Company 
made  a  concession  of  nearly  $70,000  in  the  adjustment. 

In  the  report  of  J.  C.  Lockwood,  Register  of  the  Improve- 
ment, of  January  1,  1857,  it  is  said: 

"From  an  examination  of  the  lists  of  lands  approved  by  the  general 
government  as  coming  within  the  Des  Moines  Biver  Grant,  and  plats  of 
those  remaining  unsold,  it  would  appear  that  there  were  266,107.13  acre» 
undisposed  of  when  the  sales  ceased  per  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  of 
these  only  about  55,000  acres  were  situated  below  Fort  Des  Moines.  I 
also  find  from  the  records  of  my  office  that  there  were  certified  of  the 
above  lands  to  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Bailroad  Company,  by  the 
Register,  on  the  requisition  of  Commissioner  Bonney,  and  the  estimate 
of  the  acting  engineer  on  the  14th  of  May,  1855,  88,853.19  acres.  On 
the  6th  of  May,  1856,  I  received  from  Commissioner  McKay  the  follow- 
ing requisition  and  estimate  of  the  acting  engineer,  and  on  their  receipt^ 
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•certified  to  the  Dee  Moines  Navigation  ft  Bailroad  Companj,  115,726.16 

acres After  deducting  the  amounts  of  the  above  certiScatee,  there 

now  remains  undisposed  of  61,527.78.  There  have  been  about  thirteen 
hundred  certificates  issued  Yxy  former  Begisters,  to  persons  who  purchased 
Des  Moines  river  lands  from  the  State,  between  the  12th  of  October, 
1852, and  December,  1853, and  for  which  no  patents  have  been  executed." 

January  1,  1858,  Commissioner  Manning  made  his  annual 
report  to  the  Governor,  in  which  he  says  the  amount  of 
expenditures  by  the  Company,  as  claimed  by  it,  up  to  Decem- 
ber 1,  1856,  was  366,711.26,  and  referring  to  the  adjustment 
of  December  24,  1856,  says:  **This  adjustment  with  said 
Company  was  regarded  by  the  Commissioner  as  having  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  the  amount  thus  expended  by  said  Com- 
pany on  the  improvement  under  their  contract  with  the 
State,''  and  following  this  admits  the  amount  expended  for 
debts,  liabilities,  improvement,  engineering,  etc.,  up  to  Decem- 
ber 1,  1856,  **by  said  Company  upon  said  Improvement"  to 
have  been  $256,861.53,  and  that  there  was  to  be  added  to  that 
sum,  expended  from  December  1,  1856,  to  December  1,  1857, 
the  further  simi  of  $77,193.70,  making  the  total  less  15  per 
cent,  of  the  last  mentioned  sum  **  reserved  by  the  State  till  final 
completion,''  $322,436.18. 

February  16,  1858,  Governor  Lowe  sent  to  the  general 
assembly  a  special  message  in  reference  to  the  Improvement, 
in  which  he  stated  that  the  entire  grant  of  the  Des  Moines 
River  lands  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  as  accu- 
rately as  could  be  ascertained,  was  853,430  acres,  of  which 
amount  the  General  Government  had  then  only  certified  to  the 
State  593,430.89  acres;  and  that  of  this  last  amount  up  to  the 
date  of  the  contract  between  the  State  and  the  Navigation 
Company,  July  9,  1854,  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  State 
Commissioner  had  sold  and  disposed  of  327,314.53  acres,  the 
receipts  for  which  were  $410,750.26 ;  that  since  June  9,  1854, 
there  had  been  certified  to  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Rail- 
road Company,  at  $1.25  per  acre,  205,489.23  acres,  and  that 
there  was  a  requisition  in  dispute  for  24,000  acres  more,  leav- 
ing 37,537  acres  of  the  land  certified  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  the  State  undisposed  of ;  that  the  Company  claimed  to 
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liaye  expended,  subsequent  to  June  9,  1854,  on  account  of  the 
Improvement,  including  incidental  expenses,  $544,547.84,  and 
that  the  State  Conmiissioner  reduced  this  amount  to  $270,005.- 
84.  The  message  concluded  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
**  difference  in  the  estimate  of  expenditures"  might  be 
** amicably  adjusted''  by  the  ** appointment  of  a  competent 
commissioner  for  that  purpose,  or  the  raising  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  houses,  to  settle  all  points  of  difference 
between  the  parties,  and  dissolvB  the  contract  if  deemed 
expedient.'* 

On  the  22nd  of  March,  1858,  the  General  Assembly  passed 
an  act  making  a  grant  in  the  following  terms  to  the  Keokuk, 
Fort  Des  Moines  &  Minnesota  R.  R.  Company : 

"All  lands  and  compensation  which  may  be  given  in  extension  or  in 
lieu  of  any  portion  thereof  by  the  General  Government,  and  also  all  stone, 
timber  and  other  material  turned  over  to  the  State  by  the  Des  Moines 
Navigation  &  Bailroad  Company  in  settlement  with  the  State  of  Iowa, 

to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  Keokuk 

at  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  Biver  up  and  along  the  valley  of  said 
river  by  way  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines  to  the  northern  line  of  the  State, 

excepting  all  the  land  belonging  to  said  grant  heretofore  sold  by 

the  State  of  Iowa  or  which  may  hereafter  be  conveyed  to  the  Des  Moines 
Navigation  &  Bailroad  Company,  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  now  pending 
between  the  State  and  said  Company, this  grant  to  become  opera- 
tive as  soon  as  Congress  shall  assent  to  or  permit  a  diversion,  or  the  title 
thereto  shall  become  vested  in  the  State  so  as  to  be  subject  to  grant." 

On  the  same  day  the  State  appointed  Charles  Mason  its 
agent  to  procure  the  further  certification  of  lands  to  the  State 
under  the  grant.  On  the  same  day  also  the  General  Assembly 
passed  a  joint  resolution  containing  a  proposition  for  settle- 
ment with  the  Navigation  Company,  and  another  instructing 
the  Governor  to  enjoin  the  Company  in  the  event  of  its  failure 
to  accept  the  terms  of  the  compumise  offered  in  the  preceding 
joint  resolution  from 

"Proceeding  further  with  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  River 
and  to  take  such  other  means  as  he  and  his  legal  advisers  may  think  best 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State  in  any  dispute  that  may  arise  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Railroad  Company  in 
consequence  of  such  injunction  or  any  other  process  or  proceedings  that 
may  be  necessary  against  said  Company.  * ' 

And,  further,  on  the  same  day,  passed  an  act  disposing  of  all 
the  remaining  Des  Moines  river  lands  by  a  grant  of  the  same 
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to  the  Keokuk,  Fort  Des  Moines  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Keokuk 
to  the  northern  line  of  the  State.  April  15,  1858,  the  Com- 
pany, by  vote  of  its  Board  of  Directors,  accepted  the  terms  of 
compromise  proposed  by  the  State.  April  28,  1858,  Governor 
Lowe  certified  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Company  had  expended  money  to  the  amount  of  $332,634.04 
in  work  on  the  Improvement,  for  which  the  State  was  about  to 
convey  lands  to  it  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  266,107.23 
acres.  May  3,  1858,  the  remainder  of  the  lands  theretofore 
certified  to  the  State  under  the  grant,  lying  north  of  the 
Raccoon  Fork,  were  certified  by  the  Register  of  the  State  Land 
OflBce  to  the  Navigation  Company,  pursuant  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  March  22. 

May  3, 1858,  the  State  of  Iowa,  by  Governor  Lowe,  executed 
fourteen  deeds  or  patents  to  the  Navigation  Company,  con- 
veying by  particular  description,  the  lands  to  which  the  Com- 
pany was  entitled  under  the  resolution  of  compromise;  and 
May  18,  1858,  a  general  deed,  conveying  the  same  and  any 
previously  omitted  lands,  by  general  description. 

January  1,  1859,  Commissioner  Manning  filed  with  the 
Governor  his  report,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  Navigation 
Company  had  paid  to  him  as  Commissioner  the  twenty  thous- 
and dollars  required  to  be  paid  by  the  terms  of  the  joint 
resolution  of  compromise.  And  January  9,  1860,  Governor 
Lowe  submitted  to  the  Legislature  his  annual  message,  in 
which  he  said:  **The  settlement  made  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature  with  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Railroad 
Company  has  been  duly  carried  out  according  to  the  terms 
expressed. '  * 

While  few  Iowa  people  do  not  know  in  a  general  way  of  the 
troubles  between  the  State  and  the  Navigation  Company  about 
the  *  *  River  Lands,  *  *  probably  fewer  still  know  much,  if  any- 
thing, of  the  particular  causes  that  gave  rise  to  It,  and  I  have 
purposely  passed  over  such  of  them  as  seemed  most  deserving 
of  notice,  intending  to  return  and  by  making  them  matter  of 
separate  and  special  mention,  account  more  intelligibly  for  a 
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controversy  about  which  however  much  has  been  known  so 
much  seems  not  to  have  been  known.  On  the  one  hand  the 
Company  has  been  charged  with  having  ** robbed"  the  State 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  while  on  the  other 
hand  the  State  has  been  charged  with  having  attempted  to  rob 
the  Company  of  about  a  million  more  acres  by  arbitrarily 
putting  an  end  to  the  contract  under  which  it  claimed  it  was 
entitled  to  buy  them  at  $1.25  an  acre  in  work  on  the  Improve- 
ment. As  will  hereafter  be  seen  the  Company,  on  the  one 
hand,  paid  the  contract  price  for  all  the  Iwid  it  received,  and, 
on  the  other,  the  State  could  not  have  made  title  to  the 
remaining  lands  if  the  Company  had  actually  earned  them  in 
work  on  the  Improvement  to  the  required  amount,  the  grant, 
after  the  repudiation  of  the  contract  by  the  State,  having  been 
held  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  not  to 
embrace  them.  Had  both  the  State  and  Company  acquiesced 
m  Attorney  General  Cushing's  proposed  compromise,  making 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  instead  of  the  source  of 
the  Des  Moines  River  in  Minnesota  the  northern  limit  of  the 
grant,  there  might  not  have  been  occasion  for  any  such  charges: 
or  indeed  any  such  thing  as  the  **Des  Moines  River  Landl 
troubles,*^  Which  party,  if  either,  was  to  blame  in  this  partic- 
ular contention,  is  a  matter  about  which  there  is  room  for 
honest  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  statements  to  be  pres-^ 
ently  referred  to. 

W.  C.  Johnson,  the  then  president  of  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany, in  his  report  as  such  to  the  Governor  November  15^ 
1856,  says  that  as  early  as  May,  1855,  **  nearly  half  the  work 
was  prepared  for  letting  and  was  put  under  contract.'*  And 
further  that, 

"At  this  point  information  was  received  that  the  General  Assembly 
had  passed  an  act  in  -derogation  of  the  title  which  had  been  agreed  to  be* 
giyen  to  the  Company,  and  requiring  that  no  patents  should  issue  to  the 
company,  except  with  a  derogatory  clause  inserted. '  * 

The  following  is  the  derogatory  clause  referred  to : 

"Nothing  in  this  patent  shaU  be  construed  into  a  warranty  by  the 
State  against  any  claim  or  claims  to  said  lands  arising  out  of  any  pre- 
existing contract  in  relation  to  any  lands,  made  or  entered  into  by  the 
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State,  OP  any  of  its  agents,  nor  as  intended  to  interfere  with  any  of  the 
Tights  of  any  person  or  company,  to  any  of  said  lands  accruing  by  virtue 
-of  any  law  of  this  State,  or  any  contract  under  the  provisions  of  any  of 
49aid  laws." 

Further  on  in  his  report,  referring  to  the  suspense  in  which 
the  company  was  kept  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  as  to 
what  should  be  finally  held  as"  to  the  extent  of  the  grant, 
ie  says : 

''But  it  was  not  until  June  that  a  decision  was  given,  and  then  it  was 
that  the  grant  might  be  construed  as  extending  to  the  north  line  of  the 
State,  provided  the  State  should  release  the  lands  lying  above.  Thus  mat- 
ters have  stood  until  this  time,  the  Government  refusing  to  recognize  the 
grant  as  extending  beyond  the  north  line  of  the  State  (cutting  off 
about  300,000  acres  of  land)  and  refusing  to  recognize  the  g^nt  as  ex- 
tending beyond  the  lands  already  approved  to  the  State,  except  on  the 
condition  of  the  execution  of  a  release  of  the  balance.  In  this  condition 
ot  the  grant  the  Company  felt  that  good  faith  towards  the  State  re- 
quired of  it,  a  suspension  of  new  work  until  the  wishes  of  the  State  in 

the  premises  could  be  ascertained The  Company  has  expended  in 

payment  of  State  indebtedness  and  construction  (exclusive  of  the  sal- 
aries of  its  officers  and  office  expenses)  more  than  the  sum  of  $360,914.14, 
on  account  of  which  there  have  been  certified  to  it  by  the  Begister  and 
Commissioner  of  the  Des  Moines  Improvement,  two  hundred  and  Ave 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  and  twenty-three  one-hundredths 
acres  of  land  under  its  contract,  leaving  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
due  from  the  State  and  for  which  it  is  in  arrears  to  the  Company.  To 
pay  this  would  more  than  exhaust  the  balance  of  the  lands,  the  title  to 
which  has,  as  yet,  been  transferred  by  the  General  Government  to  the 
State,  excluding  those  which  have  been  erroneously  approved,  and  the 
entire  balance  of  the  grant  is  embarrassed  by  the  refusal  of  the  General 
Government  to  make  more  transfers  to  the  State  except  on  condition 
•of  a  release  of  the  lands  north  of  the  State  line." 

One  Donald  Mann  presented  a  memoriaJ  to  the  General 
Assembly  at  its  special  session  in  1856,  charging  mismanage- 
ment and  fraud  on  the  Managing  Directors  and  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Navigation  Company,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  alleged  issues  of  apparently  **paid  up**  stock,  on 
^hich  in  fact  only  a  small  per  cent,  had  been  paid,  on  part 
only  five  per  cent,  and  on  part  only  twenty  per  cent.,  thereby, 
as  was  alleged,  deceiving  both  '*the  public  and  individuals." 
and  through  failure  to  realize  from  payments  on  stock  and  a 
"Consequent  want  of  funds  with  w^hich  to  prosecute  the  same, 
retarding  the  work  on  the  Improvement.  Another  memorial 
presented  by  him  to  Governor  Grimes  on  the  same  subject 
was  by  the  Governor  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  its 
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regular  session  in  1856;  and  the  Governor's  annual  message 
submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  at  the  commencement  of 
the  same  session,  referring  to  a  request  of  President  Johnson 
of  the  Navigation  Company,  and  to  the  affairs  of  that  Com- 
pany generally,  contained  the  following : 

*'I  received  on  the  3rd  day  of  last  October  from  W.  C.  Johnson,  Esq., 
president  of  the  Des  Moines  River  Improvement  &  Navigation  Company, 
a.  request  that  I  would  examine  into  the  affairs  of  that  Ck)mpany;  or 
cause  them  to  be  examined  by  a  committee  whom  I  might  appoint,  and 
proffering  to  pay  all  expenses  that  might  be  attendant  thereon.  Although 
the  Governor  of  the  State  had  no  authority  to  appoint  such  a  committee, 
yet  the  necessity  for  such  an  investigation  was  so  great  that  I  should 
have  exercised  the  power  but  from  my  inability  to  procure  the  services 
of  the  most  desirable  persons  for  the  duty.  It  is  due  to  the  people  of 
the  State  and  to  the  members  of  the  Des  Moines  Biver  Improvement  & 
Navigation  Company,  that  the  rights  and  relations  of  the  Company  to 
the  State  should  be  definitely  ascertained^  and  distinctly  understood.  To 
this  end  it  is  reconmiended  that  a  commission  be  appointed,  with  power 
to  administer  oaths  and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  all  the  transactions  of  former  Commissioners  and  Regis- 
ters of  the  Des  Moines  River  Improvement;  to  report  as  to  the  character 
and  validity  of  any  contracts  that  may  have  been  made  between  the 
State  and  persons  or  companies  for  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  especially  to  report  with  regard  to  the  transactions  of  the  Des 
Moines  River  Improvement  &  Navigation  Company.  \ 

'*  Until  such  investigation  is  made  and  report  submitted,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  all  action  on  the  part  of  the  State  in  connection  with  the 
Des  Moines  Improvement  and  the  Des  Moines  River  lands  be  suspended. '  * 

A  joint  investigating  committee  was  accordingly  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly  and  made  its  report  to  that  body  at 
the  same  session  of  1856-7.  The  following  are  extracts  from 
their  reports: 

**Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  legal  contract  was  ever 
entered  into  by  the  State  of  Iowa  with  the  Demoine  Navigation  &  Rail- 
road Company. 

(In  this  it  will  be  seen  hereafter  the  committee  was  mistaken,  the  Su- 
preme Court  having  held  otherwise.) 

*  *  By  the  terms  of  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  original  contract,  the  whole 
Improvement  was  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  July,  1858,  and  one- 
quarter  of  the  work  done  annually.  Now,  according  to  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee,  it  appears  that  there  were  expended  by  the  Company 
up  to  the  first  of  December,  1856,  a  period  of  nearly  two  and  a  half 
years  in  actual  construction,  $185,957.44,  and  in  engineering  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  $104,180.74.  Your  Committee  can  find  no  reasonable 
excuse  for  the  extraordinary  sluggishness  with  which  the  work  has  been 
prosecuted,  compatible  with  an  honest  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  work 
to  completion,  for  the  sole  consideration  of  receiving  in  payment  therefor 
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the  lands  granted  by  Congreaa,  and  the  use  and  rents  of  the  Improvement 
and  water.  Now,  if  the  D.  M.  N.  &  B.  B.  Co.  had  a  bona  fide  capital 
actually  on  hand  of  nearly  $1,000,000,  paid  in  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work,  as  they  ought  to  have  according  to  the  amount  of  stock  issued,  and 
had  hitherto  prosecuted  the  work  with  that  vigor  and  energy  which  its 
importance  demands,  and  which  the  people  of  the  State  had  a  ri^t  to 
expect,  the  condition  of  things  would  be  very  different;  but  as  the  work 
has  been  done,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  under  contract  without 
any  validity  in  law,  and  if  said  contract  had  been  valid,  in  no  maimer 
according  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  thereof,  your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  said  company  are  justly  and  equitably  entitled  to  a  fair 
compensation  for  the  work  done  by  them;  but  are  not  entitled,  unless 
the  State  so  elect,  to  payment  in  lands  at  $1.25  per  acre,  which  are  worth 
six  or  seven  dollars  per  acre." 

The  committee  were  D.  T.  Brigham,  W.  F.  Coolbaugh,  Wm. 
6.  Thompson,  J.  W.  Jenkins,  J.  J.  Matthews,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and  D.  Edmundson,  B.  F.  Roberts,  John  H.  Fry,  Miles 
Jordan,  David  Doud,  Jr.,  John  E.  Kurtz,  and  James  Galbraith, 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Governor  Grimes  in  his  message  to  the  General  Assembly, 
January,  1858,  referring  to  this  report  of  the  joint  committee, 
said: 

"From  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  houses  of  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  Tt  would  seem  that  the  terms  of  this 
contract  had  never  been  complied  with  by  the  Company,  but  that  it  has 
been  disregarded  in  its  most  essential  particulars,  whereby  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  entered  into  have  not  been  and  will  not  be  attained.  If 
this  be  true,  you  may  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  to  rescind  that  contract, 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  report,  and  make  other  arrangements  in 
relation  to  that  munificent  grant,  now  in  danger  of  being  frittered  away 
without  any  useful  result.  The  report  above  referred  to  also  indicated 
that  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Bailroad  Company  have  not  only  for- 
feited their  charter  by  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
statute,  but  they  have  engaged  in  practices  calculated  to  deceive  and  de- 
fraud, upon  a  large  scale,  innocent  and  unsuspecting  persons,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  If  this  be  true,  it  may  be  thought  a  matter  of  suffi- 
cient public  importance  to  justify  you  in  directing  the  Attorney  General 
to  institute  proceedings  to  vacate  the  charter  of  the  Company,  and  thus 
prevent  it  from  perpetrating  any  further  wrongs  under  the  authority 
of  the  laws  of  this  State." 

Commissioner  Manning,  from  his  report  of  January  1,  1857, 
about  the  same  date  it  will  be  observed  as  that  of  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Legislative  Committee  from  which  the  foregoing 
extract  is  taken,  evidently  did  not  agree  with  the  Committee 
that  the  alleged  unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany was  a  matter  of  which  the  State  had  any  reason  to  com- 
plain.   He  said : 
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'*The  policy  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Company  and  approved  by 
former  (Jommissioners,  of  putting  the  entire  line  of  improvement  in  prog- 
ress at  the  same  time,  with  a  view  to  the  simultaneous  completion  of  the 
same,  was,  as  has  since  been  demonstrated,  impracticable,  from  the  fact 
that  the  country  is  yet  new  and  but  partiaUy  settled  and  improved,  witii 
only  a  limited  supply  of  laborers  in  its  vicinity.  If  the  locality  of  this 
improvement  was  more  convenient  to  the  ^densely  populated  portions  of 
the  east,  the  case  would  be  different.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  it 
is  one  thousand  miles  distant  from  the  seaboard,  thereby  rendering  un> 
<^ertain  the  procuring  of  the  laborers  necessary  for  its  successful  progress, 
then  it  becomes  more  apparent  that  the  limited  force  at  conmiand  should 
be  employed  so  as  to  make  the  first  section  of  the  work  available  at  an 
early  day,  whereby  the  citizens  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  the  Company,  can 
derive  some  immediate  benefit  from  the  great  expenditure  upon  the  im- 
provement. All  past  experience  in  like  great  internal  improvements  war- 
rants me  in  this  view  of  the  subject." 

In  the  case  of  the  State  on  the  relation  of  Johnson,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Navigation  Company,  against  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Des  Moines  River  Improvement,  a  mandamus  proceed- 
ing to  require  the  Commissioner  of  the  Improvement  to  trans- 
fer and  convey  to  the  Company  89,000  acres  of  land  claimed  by 
the  Company  as  having  been  earned  under  its  contract,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Iowa  at  its  June  Term,  1857,  in  a  decision 
not  found  in  the  printed  reports,  held,  that  the  contract  of 
June  9,  1854,  was  valid  and  that  while  the  supplemental 
agreements,  one  of  the  same  date,  and  the  other  of  June  29, 
1854,  were  originally  invalid  for  want  of  the  Governor's 
approval,  the  necessity  of  such  approval  had  been  waived  by 
the  repeated  and  express  action  of  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive departments  of  the  government. 

The  writ  of  mandamus  was  deAied  for  the  reasons : 

1st.  That  it  did  not  appear  from  the  petition  that  the  one- 
quarter  of  the  work  required  to  be  completed  in  each  year 
had  been  so  completed. 

2nd.  Because  the  proceeding  was  in  effect  for  specific  per- 
formance of  the  contract  and  the  petition  did  not  show  either 
performance  or  readiness  or  willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
Company  to  perform. 

3rd.  Because  from  the  petition  and  record  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  amount  claimed  or  any  amount  was  due  on  the 
contract  and  settlement  with  Manning. 
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Commissioner  Maiming  in  a  report  made  to  the  Governor, 
January  1,  1858,  referring  to  this  decision  said : 

"The  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the  application  for  a  writ  of  manda- 
mus, for  the  reason,  among  others,  that  it  did  not  show  such  a  compliance 
upon  the  part  of  the  Company  with  their  contract  as  entitled  them  to  a 
specific  performance  upon  the  part  of  the  State;  and  the  Company  not 
choosing  to  amend  their  application  and  risk  an  issue  of  fact  with  the 
State  upon  the  question  of  their  performance  the  litigation  was  ended." 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  contention  between  the  Com-, 
pany  and  the  State  as  to  their  respective  rights  under  the  an- 
tract  as  affected  by  the  greater  or  less  extent  of  the  grant, 
accordingly  as  the  location  of  its  northern  boundary  should  be 
finally  determined;  the  Company  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  all 
the  land  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  even  though  it  should, 
at  $1.25  per  acre,  exceed  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment— $1,300,000 — and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  not 
liable  for  more  than  $1.25  per  acre  should  the  quantity  of  land 
within  the  grant  prove  to  be  less  than  the  estimated  quantity-. 

Commissioner  Manning  in  his  report  already  referred  to, 
referring:  to  this  contention,  said : 

**The  Company  has  agreed  to  pay  and  the  State  has  agreed  to  take 
$1,300,000  for  the  land,  etc.  The  sum  is  fixed  for  the  aggregate,  the  con- 
tract don 't  call  for  or  contemplate  any  given  or  certain  quantity  of  land, 
but  is  definite  in  other  respects,  insomuch  that  the  Company  get  all  that 
belongs  to  the  grant  after  the  date  specified.  Now,  the  Demoine  Naviga- 
tion &  Railroad  Company  repudiate  and  decline  to  pay  the  sum  agreed 
upon  for  said  *  grant'  and  this  refusal  has  just  been  announced  by  the 
Company,  and  their  policy  disclosed.  The  fact  is  no  longer  disguised 
that  the  said  Company  now  utterly  refuse  to  acknowledge  any  liability 
whatever  to  the  State  to  pay  more  than  $1.25  per  acre  for  the  land  of 
the  grant,  and  if  the  same  exceed  a  certain  araoimt,  then  they  will  or  will 
not,  as  they  please  to  elect." 

Following  which  he  further  states,  that  he  and  General 
Clarke,  the  latter  acting  as  agent  for  the  Company,  visited 
Washington  with  reference  to  the  compromise  proposed  by 
Attorney  General  Cushing,  and  that  when  there  Secretary 
Thompson  proposed  to  ** carry  out  the  verdict  of  Cushing:'* 
whereupon  he.  Manning,  proposed  to  Clarke  to  **  co-operate 
with  the  Company,  and  either  accept  or  reject  the  Cushing 
opinion,  leaving  the  Company  to  elect  which  course  to  adopt." 
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The  report  proceeds : 

**At  thia  juncture  of  our  proceedings  the  agent  of  the  Company  (Gen- 
eral Clarke)  required  the  Commissioner  (Manning)  to  accept  the  lands, 
and  the  interpretation  of  the  act  as  provided  in  Attorney  General  Gush- 
ing's  opinion  rendered  in  the  case,  and  that  upon  the  condition  that  the 
Commissioner  or  the  State  would  release  the  Demoine  Navigation  &  Rail- 
road Company  upon  their  contract  of  9th  June  pro  rata  and  to  the  same 
extent  that  the  State  and  Company  are  required  to  relinquish  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  under  Gushing 's  opinion,  then  upon  that  condition  the 
Company  would  co-operate  with  the  State,  but  upon  no  other  or  better 
terms.  This  proposition  was  rejected  by  the  Commissioner  as  not  in- 
tended in  the  contract  between  the  Company  and  the  State,  and  thus  the 
case  now  stands." 

It  is  further  said : 

**The  release  they  (the  Company)  demand  of  the  State,  involves  a 
question  of  at  least  $400,000  importance  to  the  State,  and  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  the  gravest  and  most  vital  question  that 
has  ever  arisen  between  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  the  State." 

Resuming  the  chronological  order  of  statement  where  it  was 
interrupted  by  the  foregoing  somewhat  lengthy  digression : 

March  29,  1859,  Mr.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 
wrote  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Black,  hold- 
ing that  the  grant  did  not  extend  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and 
concluded  his  letter  as  follows : 

"In  the  view  of  the  Attorney  General  as  thus  expressed,  I  fully  con- 
cur, and  it  therefore  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  you  that  no  further 
action  can  be  taken  in  this  department  or  in  your  office  which  will  recog- 
nize the  grant  as  extending  above  the  Raccoon  Fork  of  the  Des  Moines 
River." 

At  the  December  term,  1859,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific  Railroad 
Co.  vs.  Litchfield,  reported  in  23  Howard,  66,  it  was  held  that 
the  grant  did  not  extend  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  that 
the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  certifying  lands  to 
the  State  under  it  were  void  and  conveyed  no  title. 

In  consequence  of  this  decision  Mr.  Wilson,  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  caused  the  following  notice,  dated 
May  18,  1860,  to  be  posted  in  the  local  land  offices  in  Iowa : 

"Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  lands  along  the  Des  Moines  river  in 
Iowa  and  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Des  Moines  grant  in  that 
State  above  the  mouth  of  the  Raccoon  Fork  of  said  river,  which  have  been 
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reserved  from  sale  heretofore  on  account  of  the  claim  of  the  State  there- 
to, will  continue  reserved  for  the  time  being  from  sale  or  from  locatioo 
by  any  species  of  scrip  or  warrant,  notwithstanding  the  recent  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  against  the  claim. 

**Tlus  action  is  deemed  necessary  to  afford  time  for  Congress  to  con- 
sider upon  memorial  or  otherwise  the  case  of  actual,  bona  fide  settlers 
holding  under  titles  from  the  State  and  to  make  such  provision  by  con- 
:firmation  or  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  such  settlers  as  may  appear  to 
be  right  and  proper/' 

May  25,  1860,  W.  T.  Steiger,  agent  for  the  Dubuque  &  Pa^ 
cific  Railroad  Company,  one  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  railroad 
grant,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilson,  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  transmitting  a  list  of  selections  **for  and 
on  account  of  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific  Railroad  and  branch 
under  the  act  of  March  15,  1856,  of  the  interfering  lands  in 
the  Port  Dodge  district,  Iowa,  within  the  six  and  fifteen  mile 
limits  of  said  railroad  grant  heretofore  held  in  suspension  in 
our  adjustment/' 

Replying  to  which  June  12,  1860,  the  Commissioner  said : 

'*The  tracts  in  said  lists  are  above  the  Eaccoon  Fork  and  within  the 
lands  that  have  been  selected  under  the  Des  Moines  River  Grant  by  act 
of  1846,  and  in  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  affecting 
the  title  to  lands  under  the  grant  above  the  said  Fork,  the  present  lists  are 
handed  in  by  you.  As  the  matter  has  been  placed  in  train  for  congres- 
sional intervention,  no  action  can  be  taken  in  the  matter  presented  by  you 
until  Congress  shall  have  time  to  consider  and  dispose  of  the  subject. '* 

And  on  July  7,  1860,  the  Commissioner  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  referring  to  the  correspondence  with 
Steiger,  said : 

' '  Without  passing  upon  or  in  fact  even  considering  the  question  as  to 
the  right  of  the  State  under  the  railroad  grant  to  these  lands  which  at  the 
date  of  that  grant  had  been  withdrawn  from  sale  or  location,  the  fact 
that  Congress  has  taken  incipient  action  in  the  matter,  of  itself  justifies 
us  in  not  recommending  further  proceedings  by  the  department  until 
after  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. ' ' 

November  3,  1860,  Secretary  Thompson,  in  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Kirkwood,  replying  to  a  letter  from  the  latter,  request- 
ing the  postponement  of  advertised  sales  as  Public  Lands,  of 
lands  that  had  been  improperly  certified  under  the  River 
Grant,  among  other  things,  said : 

'  *  The  claim  of  the  United  States  having  been  found  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  without  sanction  of  law, 
is  no  longer  an  obstacle  to  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  can  no  longer  be 
cited  as  a  reason  or  an  excuse  for  withholding  them  from  market  after 
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-they  have  been  surveyed  for  many  years.  The  present  ease  is  one  where- 
in, after  all  cause  of  withholding  public  lands  from  sale  has  ceased,  the 
-continuation  of  a  reservation  of  them  is  asked,  and  I  do  not,  on  the 
principles  above  indicated,  find  it  to  be  consistent  with  my  official  duty 
to  recommend  the  further  postponement  of  the  date  at  which  the  land 
in  question  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale,  and  rendered  liable  to  purchase 
by  those  who  have  a  right  to  buy  them.  Such  as  are  personally  qualified 
to  be  pre-emptors,  by  filing  their  declaratory  statements  and  proving  act- 
ual residence  and  improvement,  as  contemplated  by  the  pre-emption  laws, 
-can  enter  with  the  United  States  land  offices,  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
public  sale,  a  quarter  section  of  land  by  legal  subdivisions,  to  include 
their  residence^  and  improvements;  and  such  as  are  not  qualified  can  ap- 
pear  and  purchase  their  lands  at  public  sale,  which  will  thus  afford  all 
the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  valid  title  to  the  tracts  of  which  they 
are  now  in  possession.'' 

To  avoid  the  hardships  that  must  otherwise  have  resulted 
from  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Congress  on  March  2, 
1861,  passed  the  following  joint  resolution : 

**Be8olved,  That  aU  the  title  which  the  United  States  still  retain  in 
the  tracts  of  land  along  the  Des  Moines  Biver,  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Baccoon  Fork  thereof,  which  have  been  certified. to  said  State  improperly 
by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  as  a  part  of  the  grant  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  August  8,  1846,  and  which  are  now  held  by  bona  fide 
purchasers  under  the  State  of  Iowa,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  relin- 
quished to  the  State  of  Iowa." 

April  10,  1862,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  then  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, in  a  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
-Office,  referring  to  the  status  of  the  lands  covered  by  the  inter- 
ference of  the  railroad  and  river  grants  as  affected  by  the 
<iecision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  joint  resolution  of 
March  2,  1861,  said : 

* '  The  Supreme  Court  has  decided  in  the  case  of  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific 
Railroad  Co.  vs.  Litchfield,  (23  How.,  66),  that  the  act  of  8th  August, 
1846,  did  not  cede  any  land  to  the  State  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  the 
before  mentioned  joint  resolution  declares  that  the  lands  above  the  Rac- 
<soon  Fork  were  improperly  certified  as  a  portion  of  the  grant  of  8th 
August,  1846.  It  follows  then  that  such  of  those  lands  as  are  embraced 
in  the  act  making  the  railroad  grant,  approved  May  15,  1856,  are  to  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  terms  of  that  act,  and  that  without  regard 
to  the  fact  of  their  having  been  certified  under  the  act  of  August  8,  1846, 
After  completely  satisfying  the  demands  of  the  act,  so  much  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  lands  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Raccoon  Fork  as  were  certified 
under  the  supposed  grant  of  August  8,  1846,  and  which  the  State  of  Iowa 
had  sold  to  bona  fide  purchasers  prior  to  2d  March,  1861,  will  be  also 
-certified  to  the  Sfate  of  Iowa.  The  act  of  15th  March,  1856,  granting 
lands  for  railroad  purposes,  excepts  such  lands  as  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion have  attached  thereto.  This  last  grant  is  made  because  it  affects  the 
/Case  of  CrUley,  and  may  he  others  claiming  pre-emption  on  said  lands.** 
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In  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  Williams  vs.  Baker,  17  Wall.,  **to  show  still  further  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  to  make  good  to  the  State  as  far  as  possible 
all  that  was  claimed  by  her  under  the  original  grant/'  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  approved  July  12,  1862,  in  express  terms 
extending  the  grant  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and 
providing  that  such  lands  **be  held  and  applied  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  original  grant,  except  that  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  is  hereby  given  to  the  application  of  a  por- 
tion thereof  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Keokuk,  Port  De& 
Moines  &  Minnesota  Railroad,  in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
approved  March  22,  1858.''    And  providing  further,  that: 

*  *  It  any  of  said  lands  shaU  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by 
the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  excepting  those  released 
by  the  United  States  to  the  grantees  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  under  the 
joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby 
directed  to  set  apart  an  equal  amount  of  lands  within  said  State  to  be 
certified  in  lieu  thereof ; ' ' 

And  still  further  providing  that: 

'*If  the  said  State  shall  have  sold  and  conveyed  any  portion  of  the 
lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  this  grant,  the  title  to  which  has  proved 
invalid,  any  lands  which  shall  be  certified  to  said  State  in  lieu  thereof 
by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shaU  enure  to  and  be  held  as  a 
trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  or  persons  respectively  whose 
titles  shall  have  failed  as  aforesaid." 

April  7,  1863,  the  lands  covered  by  the  interference  of  the 
two  grants  referred  to,  amounting  to  233,453  acres,  were  cer- 
tified to  the  State  under  the  railroad  grant,  88,010.66  acres  to 
the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  Railroad,  109,756.85  acres  to 
the  Iowa  Central  Air  Line  Railroad,  and  35,685.49  acres  to 
the  Mississippi  and  ^lissouri  Railroad. 

April  25,  1863,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
issued  a  special  certificate  which,  after  reciting  the  substance 
of  the  act  of  July  12,  1862,  concluded  as  follows: 

* '  Therefore  this  is  to  certify  that  upon  the  presentation  of  this  paper 
to  any  of  the  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  accompanied  by  written 
authority  from  the  Governor  authorizing  the  party  presenting  the  same 
as  state  agent  to  make  indemnity  selections  under  said  act,  it  shall  an«l 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Register  and  Receiver  to  receive  lists  of  such  in- 
demnity selections  from  such  agent,  the  aggregate  of  such  selections  to 
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be  restricted  to  300,000  acres  approximate  to  the  actual  quantity,  to  be 
reduced  or  increased  according  to  the  result  of  the  final  adjustment. ' ' 

During  the  summer  following  D.  W.  Kilboume,  as  special 
a^ent  for  the  State  for  that  purpose,  made  the  authorized 
selections  to  the  amount  of  297,603.74. 

In  May,  1866,  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Iowa  made 
the  following  adjustment  of  their  land  account : 

DEBIT. 

Acres. 

Tbe  State  of  Iowa,  with  the  quantity  of  indemnity  land  se- 
lected under  special  certificate  dated  April  25,  1863 297,603.74 

The  lands  in  place  to  be  certified 167,109.02 

The  lands  in  place  confirmed  by  joint  resolution  of  March.  2, 

1861     44,838.64 

The  quantity  selected  on  the  east  fork  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  certified  to  the  State  under  the  original  law  of 
August  8,  1846 11,661.80 

Tbe   excess   selected   and   approved   to   the   State   under   the 

500,000  grant  of  1841 35,473.52 

556,686.74 
Bemaining  indemnity  to  the  State 1,317.32 

558,004.06 

CREDIT. 

The  state  of  Iowa,  with  the  whole  area  of  the  grant  above  the 
Raccoon  Fork  558,004.46 

558,004.06 

After  the  decision  in  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific  Railroad  Co. 
vs.  Litchfield,  holding  that  the  grant  did  not  extend  above  the 
Raccoon  Pork,  the  interfering  lands  were  claimed  by  the 
Railroad  Companies,  under  the  act  of  May  15,  1856;  but  in 
the  case  of  Wolcott  vs.  The  Des  Moines  Company,  5  Wall., 
681,  it  was  held  that  because  of  the  reservation  previously 
referred  to,  of  March  2,  1849,  under  the  River  grant,  the  pro- 
viso in  the  act  of  1856,  **that  any  and  all  lands  heretofore 
reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any  act  of  Congress  or  in  any 
other  manner  by  competent  authority  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  any  object  of  internal  improvement  or  any  other  object 
whatsoever,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reserved  to  the  United 
States  from  the  operation  of  this  act,"  had  the  effect  of  except- 
ing from  the  grant  the  public  lands  within  five  miles  of  the  Des 
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Moines  river  **  between  the  Raccoon  Fork  so-called  and  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State,"  and  that  the  title  to  the  same 
passed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  March  26, 1861,  and  the  act  of 
July  12,  1862. 

June  29,  1867,  Mr.  Wilson,  Connnissioner  of  the  General 
Land  OflBce,  replying  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  C.  Litchfield  as  to 
the  rights  of  ** settlers"  on  the  lands  in  question  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  in  view  of  the  two  decisions  of  the  Suprefme 
Court  of  the  United  States  that  have  been  referred  to,  said : 

"I  have  come  to  a  dififerent  conclusion  from  what  yon  seem  to  hare 
reached  as  to  the  extent  of  said  decision.  The  main  point  ruled  by  tbe 
court  was  in  relation  to  the  specific  tract  of  land  within  the  five  mile 
limit  of  what  is  known  as  the  Des  Moines  River  Grant  above  the  Kae- 
coon  Fork,  under  the  act  of  August  8,  1846,  as  against  the  railroad  grant 
under  act  of  15th  May,  1^56,  and  recognizeH  title  under  the  first  named 
grant.  The  question  did  not  come  up  before  the  court  as  to  what  riglits, 
&  any,  could  have  been  acquired  by  actual  settlers  under  the  pre-emp- 
tion law,  subsequent  to  the  rejection  by  said  court  in  1859,  (23  How.,  66) 
01  the  Demoine  River  claim  above  the  Forks  and  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  2nd  March,  1861,  and  act  of  12th  July, 
1862,  in  favor  of  bona  fide  purchasers  from  Iowa.  It  is  true  that  the 
court  expressed  an  opinion  that  under  the  first  named  or  river  granrpf 
1846,  the  odd  numbered  sections  within  said  limits  above  the  forks  were 
reserved  and  that  title  therefore  could  not  pass  under  the  second  or  rail- 
road grant  of  1856.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  held  by  this  office  that, 
after  the  rejection  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  1859  of  the  Des  Moinee 
grant  as  to  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  before  the  pre-emption 
of  said  lands  in  favor  of  bona  fide  purchasers  from  the  State,  such  reser- 
vation did  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  privileged  class  of  persons  known 
to  our  system  as  actttal  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  law;  and  it  is  not 
understood  upon  what  ground  a  claim  under  the  Des  Moines  grant  can 
now  be  set  up  to  the  tracts  covered  by  actual  settlement  by  pre-emption, 
when  in  the  final  adjustment  of  that  grant  allowance  for  the  benefit  of 
said  improvement  claim  has  been  fully  given  in  other  lands  by  way  of 
indemnity,  and  accepted  by  the  State  accordingly.  Your  request,  there- 
fore, that  all  pre-emption  claims  to  lands  within  the  limits  indicated  be 
rejected  unless  they  had  their  inception  prior  to  the  original  grant  of 
8th  August,  1846,  is  hereby  declined. ' ' 

March  31,  1868,  the  State  of  Iowa  granted  to  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  Company,  successor  to  the  Keokuk,  Fort  Des 
Moines  &  Minnesota  Company,  upon  certain  conditions  not 
necessary  to  be  mentioned,  also  with  exceptions  that  need  not 
be  specified,  all  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  by  the  act 
of  July  12,  1862.  By  formal  conveyances  subsequently 
executed  pursuant  to  this  grant,  there  were  conveyed  by  the 
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State  to  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Comp€iny,  in  round  numbers, 
363,000  acres,  of  which,  also  in  round  numbers,  297,000  acres 
were  indemnity  lands,  certified  as  before  stated,  in  lieu  of  lands 
that,  as  was  then  assumed,  had  been  lost  to  the  River  grant 
by  having  passed  to  the  State  under  the  Railroad  grant.  It 
having  been  subsequently  held  that  they  were  excepted  from 
the  Railroad  grant  by  the  proviso  to  which  reference  has  just 
been  made,  the  State,  by  the  *' adjustment,''  to  which  reference 
has  also  been  made,  had,  as  was  then  understood,  at  its  dis- 
I>osal  that  much  more  land  than  it  was  entitled  to.  As  was 
afterward  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad,  17  Wall.,  153,  the  State 
acquired  title  to  these  indemnity  lands  by  Act  of  Congress  of 
March  3, 1871,  and  not  by  the  *' adjustment"  of  1866. 

May  9,  1868,  Mr.  Browning,  then  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
in  a  communication  addressed  to  Commissioner  Wilson,  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Herbert  Battin  case,  claiming  under  the 
pre-emption  law  under  which  he  had  settled  upon  a  tract  of 
river  land  in  October,  1857,  held  the  claim  good  as  against 
both  the  River  and  the  Railroad  grants;  but  in  December  of 
the  same  year,  he  ordered  all  pre-emption  and  homestead 
entries  made  against  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Navigation 
Company,  cancelled. 

If  the  narrative  of  facts  contained  in  this  and  the  preceding 
paper,  simply  as  a  narrative  of  facts,  has  been  tedious  and  un- 
interesting, it  will  be  less  so  in  the  light  of  the  relation  of  the 
facts  stated  to  the  many  important  and  interesting  questions 
to  which  they  gave  rise,  to  the  statement  of  which  and  when 
and  how  they  were  disposed  of,  the  remainder  of  this  paper 
will  be  given. 

The  earlier  rulings  of  the  land  department  that  the  River 
Grant  did  not  extend  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  resulted  in  the 
filing,  prior  to  the  railroad  grant  of  1856,  of  numerous  pre- 
emption claims  on  the  land  above  that  point.  Among  these 
rulings  were  that  of  Acting  Commissioner  Piper,  October  17, 
1846,  already  referred  to,  and  the  decision  of  Secretary  Ew- 
ing,  April  6,  1850,  in  addition  to  which  the  lands  were  pro- 
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claimed  for  sale  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  pub- 
lic lands  June  19,  1848.  After  the  decision  in  Dubuque  & 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  vs.  Litchfield,  that  the  grant  only  extended 
to  the  Raccoon  Fork,  patents  were  issued  upon  some  of  the 
pre-emption  claims  referred  to,  among  others  upon  one  made 
and  proved  by  one  Hannah  Riley.  In  the  case  of  Wells  vs. 
Riley,  involving  this  Hannah  Riley  claim,  decided  by  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  at  its  December  Term,  1869,  not 
reported,  it  was  held  that  the  pre-emption  entry  and  patent 
issued  on  it  were  void,  the  reasons  for  the  decision  being  thus 
stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court : 

"The  tract  of  land  of  which  the  lot  in  question  was  a  part,  had  been 
withdrawn  from  sale  and  entry  on  account  of  the  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  officers  of  the  land  department,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  original 
grant  by  Congress  of  lands  in  aid  of  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines 
River,  from  the  year  1846  down  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  March 
2,  1861,  and  the  act  of  July  12,  1862,  which  act  we  held  (in  the  Wolcott 
case)  confirmed  the  title  in  the  Des  Moines  Company.  As  the  husband 
of  the  plaintiff  entered  upon  the  lot  in  1855  without  right,  and  the  pos- 
session was  continued  without  right,  the  permission  of  the  Register  to 
prove  up  the  possession  and  the  improvements,  and  to  make  the  entry 
under  the  pre-emption  ^law,  were  acts  in  violation  of  law  and  void,  as 
was  also  the  issue  of  the  patent. ' ' 

Upon  the  authority  and  reasoning  of  the  same  rulings  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  River  Grant,  the  ** interfering"  lands  were 
claimed  under  the  railroad  grant,  but  as  already  shown,  the 
claim  was  denied  in  the  Wolcott  case,  the  express  condition 
contained  in  that  act  as  to  reserved  lands  being  held  applicable 
to  the  reservation  under  the  Walker  decision  of  1849.  These 
decisions  holding  pre-emption  claims  and  the  claim  under  the 
railroad  grant  void,  removed  all  question  as  to  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  the  land  being  perfect  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  joint  resolution  of  1861,  relinquishing  to  ''bona 
fide  purchavsers  under  the  State  of  Iowa,"  and  of  the  act  of 
1862  extending  the  original  grant  to  the  north  boundary  line 
of  the  State. 

The  State  having  before  the  decision  in  the  Dubuque  &  Pac. 
R.  R.  Co.  case,  sold  and  conveyed  about  272,000  acres  of  the 
lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork  on  account  of  the  improve- 
ment, about  213,000  acres  to  the  Navigation  Company,  and 
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59,000  acres  to  individual  purchasers,  the  next  and  the  most 
important  of  all  the  questions  was,  who  were  the  '^hona  fide 
purchasers"  intended  by  the  joint  resolution? 

In  view  of  the  popular  belief  that  the  Navigation  Company 
and  its  grantees  had  acquired  their  title  by  fraud  and  substan- 
tially without  consideration,  it  was  insisted  by  all  opposing 
-claimants  that  they  were  not,  and  that  only  the  individual  pur- 
chasers were  intended.    But  the  popular  belief  has  not  been 
justified  in  either  respect  by  any  of  the  numerous  adjudged 
cases.     The  Company  obtained  in  all  about  266,000  acres — 
213,000   acres  above   and   53,000   acres  below  the   Raccoon 
Pork — something  over  205,000  acres  of  which,  as  has  already 
appeared,  were  certified  to  it  at  the  contract  price  of  $1.25  per 
acre,  and  credited  to  the  State  in  the  adjustment  of  December 
24,  1856,  at  $256,861.50.     The  remaining  61,000  acres  were 
paid  for  by  the  balance  of  $40,369.04  still  due  the  Company 
according  to  the  adjustment^  $77,000  expended  by  the  Com- 
pany under  its  contract  from  December,  1856,  to  December, 
1857,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  Commissioner  Manning  of 
January  1,  1858,  and  $20,000  paid  on  the  final  settlement  with 
the  State  under  the  joint  resolution  of  March  22,  1858 ;  or  at 
the  rate  of  about  $2.25  per  acre.    The  amounts  stated  were  all 
conceded  by  the  State,  while  the  Company  claimed  to  have 
paid  a  much  larger  aggregate  amount. 

Mr.  Justice  Nelson,  delivering  the  opinion  in  Wolcott  vs. 
the  Des  Moines  Company,  referring  to  the  certificate  of  Gov- 
ernor Lowe,  of  April  28,  1858,  said : 

**It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  that  the 
sum  of  $332,644.04  has  already  been  expended  by  these  defendants,  the 
Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees,  under  their  contract.'' 

In  Baker  vs.  Williams,  17  Wall.,  144,  the  court  on  page  448, 
referring  to  the  decision  in  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 
case,  say: 

*  *  It  left  the  State  of  Iowa,  which  had  made  arrangements  on  the  faith 
of  the  land  certified  to  it,  in  an  embarrassing  condition,  and  destroyed 
the  title  of  the  Navigation  Company  to  lands  of  the  value  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  which  it  had  received  from  the  State  for  money, 
labor  and  material  actually  expended  and  furnished.^' 
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Mr.  Justice  Miller,  delivering  the  opinion  in  Bullard  vs.  Des^ 
Moines  &  Ft.  Dodge  R.  B.  Co.,  122  U.  S.,  167,  referring  to  the 
same  matter  and  to  the  justice  of  the  relinquishment  by  Con- 
gress to  the  State  by  the  joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861,  of 
the  title  to  these  same  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Navigation 
Company  and  its  grantees,  on  page  171,  says : 

''The  propriety  of  some  action  bj  Congress,  and  that  the  demand  for 
it  was  pressing,  is  obvious  when  we  consider  that  the  Des  Moines  Naviga- 
tion &  Bailroad  Company,  under  the  contract  with  the  State,  had  spent 
large  mtms  of  money  beyond  what  they  had  received  from  the  State,  and 
beyond  the  value  of  the  land  certified  to  the  State  by  the  Secretary. ' ' 

In  the  eases  of  Welles  vs.  Riley,  Crilley  vs.  Burrows,  involv- 
ing substantially  the  same  state  of  facts.  Homestead  Co.  vb. 
Des  Moines  Co.  et  al,  and  Chapman  vs.  Woolsey,  101  U.  S.,  755, 
Chapman  claiming  under  the  River  grant  and  Woolsey  mider 
the  School  Land  grant  under  the  erroneous  certification  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees  were  bona  fide 
purchasers  was  expressly  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings  and 
determined  in  their  favor  by  the  court. 

In  the  last  named  case  it  was  alleged  by  Woolsey  in  his 
answer  that  the  Navigation  Company  falsely  and  fraudulently 
pretended  and  claimed  to  have  kept  and  performed  the  con- 
ditions of  its  agreement  with  the  State,  and  to  have  expended 
large  sums  of  money  upon  the  improvement;  that  the  then 
Governor  of  Iowa,  without  authority,  and  induced  thereto  by 
the  fraudulent  representations  of  the  Navigation  Company^ 
conveyed  the  lands  in  question  to  the  Company;  and  further, 
that  the  Company,  without  having  paid  any  consideration 
therefor,  falsely  and  fraudulently  claimed  to  have  been  a  bona 
fide  purchaser  thereof  within  the  meaning  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1861.  The  State  of  Iowa  desiring  to  have  the  question 
of  title  determined  as  between  the  conflicting  or  contestdng^ 
River  and  School  Land  grants,  under  an  act  of  the  (Jeneral 
Assembly,  intervened  in  the  suit  and  filed  its  answer  denying 
that  the  Company  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  On  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Navigation  Company,  it  was  granted  leave  to  inter- 
vene and  file  an  argument  in  the  case.    It  thus  appears  that 
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the  issue  was  distinctly  made  by  the  pleadings,  whether  or  not 

the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees  were  bona  fide  ptuv 

chasers,  on  express  allegations  of  all  of  the  particular  facts 

that  have  ever  been  suggested  even  as  impeaching  the  good 

faith  of  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees.    The  decree 

of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  establishing  and  quieting  the  title 

of  Chapman,  was  aflSrmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  October 

term,  1879 ;  101  U.  S.,  755.    In  the  opinion,  page  765,  it  is  said : 

**The  original  grant  contemplated  sales  by  the  State  in  execution  of 
the  trust  created,  and  the  oona  fide  purchasers  referred  to  must  have 
been  purchasers  at  such  sales.  This  being  so,  the  grant  when  finally 
made  inured  to  the  benefit  of  Chapman  rather  than  Woolsey.  Neither 
took  title  from  the  State  at  first,  and  as  the  final  grant  from  the  United 
States  was  in  legal  effect  to  Chapman,  or  his  grantees,  he  has  the  right 
to  have  that  fact  declared  by  the  judicial  decision  against  Woolsey.  who 
sets  up  his  adverse  claim.'' 

And  further,  page  771 : 

'  *  After  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861,  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  OflSce  called  oii  the  Gt)vemor  of  the  State 
for  a  list  of  the  tracts  of  land  ''held  by  bona  fide  purchasers  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,"  on  that  date.  In  response  to  this  request  the  Governor 
and  Land  Commissioner  of  the  State,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1862,. 
furnished  the  list  required,  and  among  others  included  the  tracts  granted 
to  the  Navigation  Company  on  the  settlement  made  with  that  Company 
under  the  joint  resolution  of  March  22,  1858.  This  list  was  filed  in  the* 
General  Land  Office  December  1,  1862." 

In  Litchfield  vs.  The  County  of  Webster,  101  U.  S.,  773,. 
Litchfield  being  a  grantee  of  the  Navigation  Company,  the- 
court  say:  **A11  the  lands  in  this  suit  had  been  certified  and 
Litchfield  or  those  tinder  whom  he  claims  were  bona  fide  pur^ 
chasers  from  the  State.'' 

Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1861,  it 
became  a  question  whether  or  not  these  lands  thereby  became- 
subject  to  taxation  as  against  the  grantees  of  the  Navigation: 
Company,  and  in  the  case  of  Stryker — one  of  its  grantees — 
vs.  Polk  County,  22  Iowa,  131,  it  was  held  that  they  did.  Re> 
f erring  to  the  joint  resolution  it  is  said : 

"If  the  plaintiff — Stryker — from  that  time  did  not  have  a  taxable  in- 
terest in  this  land,  we  do  not  well  see  how  he  could  acquire  it." 

And  again : 

"He  held  under  a  deed  from  the  State;  the  State  claimed  under  the 
original  grant,  a  list  being  duly  certified,  he  was  a  '  bona  fide  purchaser/ 
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and  the  title  still  retained  by  the  United  States  was  relinquished  to  the 

State  for  his  use The  joint  resolution  was  intended  as  a  matter  of 

justice  and  right  to  secure  and  quiet  bona  fide  purchasers  in  their  title, 
unsettled  as  they  were  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court." 

This  case  was  followed  by  the  same  court  in  Litchfield  vs. 
County  of  Hamilton,  40  Iowa,  66. 

In  Goodnow  vs.  Welles,  67  Iowa,  664,  in  which  Goodnow 
was  held  entitled  to  recover  of  Welles,  a  grantee  of  the  Navi- 
gation Company,  taxes  that  had  been  paid  by  Goodnow 's 
assignor,  claiming  title  under  the  railroad  grant,  for  the  ye^rs 
1861-2-3,  the  court  say : 

'*This  resolution  (joint  resolution  of  1861)  confirmed  the  grant  as  to 
aU  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork  which  were  held  by  hona  fide  purchasers 
under  the  State.  The  State  conveyed  the  land  to  defendant's  (Welles') 
grantor  in  1858.  Now  it  is  plain  that  upon  the  passage  and  approval  of 
the  joint  resolution,  the  title  of  the  land  passed  from  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  the  grantee  of  the  State.  The  State  had  conveyed  the  land, 
though  at  the  time  it  held  no  title;  but  the  joint  resolution,  if  it  did  not 
directly  vest  the  title  in  the  State's  grantee,  did  vest  it  in  the  State, 
and  that  title  inured  to  the  benefit  of  the  grantee,  who  therefore  be- 
came clothed  with  title."  [Citing  Wolcott  vs.  Des  Moines  Company, 
Supra.] 

This  case  of  Goodnow  vs.  Welles  is  only  one  of  not  less  than 
a  dozen  of  a  similar  nature,  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa  within  the  last  few  years  has  held  that  the  grantees  of 
the  Navigation  Company  were  liable  to  the  assignee  of  the 
Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.  and  the  Iowa  Homestead 
Company,  to  the  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  of  many  thousands 
of  dollars,  for  taxes  paid  by  his  assignors  on  the  lands  in 
controversy,  during  the  pendency  of  the  long-continued  contest 
between  the  respective  claimants  imder  the  river  and  railroad 
grants,  on  the  ground  that  having  afterward  been  ascertained 
to  be  the  rightful  owners  of  the  land,  the  law  implied  a  promise 
of  repayment  by  the  successful  to  the  unsuccessful  claimant. 

Other  cases  might  be  referred  to  but  it  is  needless,  as  all  are 
to  the  same  effect. 

The  debates  in  Congress  on  the  Joint  ^Resolution  have  been 
appealed  to  on  the  one  hand  as  showing  that  the  Navigation 
Company  and  its  grantees  were,  and  on  the  other  hand  that 
they  were  not  contemplated  as  of  the  bona  fide  purchasers 
provided  for. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  DES  MOINES  RIVER  LAND  GRANT.  491 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Polk  of  Missouri  having  suggested  that 
the  resolution  as  originally  offered  be  so  amended  as  that  it 
should  only  apply  to  lands  sold  by  the  State  to  actual  settlers, 
the  following  running  debate  occurred : 

Mb.  Grimes. — If  the  Senator  will  change  it  so  that  it  shaU  apply  to 
any  purchaser,  or  any  grantee  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  it  will  be  entirely 
-satisfactory. 

Mr.  Polk. — The  only  objection  to  that  is,  that  I  do  not  like  to  give 
this  Congressional  bounty  to  land  speculators. 

Mb.  Green. — That  is  just  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Polk. — But  to  the  actual  settlers  I  am  willing  to  give  it. 

Mb.  Gbimes. — It  would  cost  a  great  deal  of  trouble  for  us  to  determine 
who  happened  to  be  actual  settlers  at  any  particular  date  or  at  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution,  or  whether  it  should  apply  to  those  who  are  act- 
ual settlers  now,  or  those  who  were  actual  settlers  at  the  time  they  pur- 
chased. 

Mb.  Gbeex. — All  that  can  be  guarded  by  saying,  'Any  actual,  bona 
fide  settler,  who,  or  whose  grantor,  actually  settled  on  the  land.' 

Mb.  Gbiio:s. — The  man  who,  by  virtue  of  your  own  action,  the  action 
of  your  own  officer,  went  there  and  obtained  the  land,  if  he  be  not  an 
actual  settler,  is  morally  and  politically,  and  in  every  way  just  as  much 
entitled  to  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate  as  the  man  who  is 
an  actual  settler.  He  is  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  If  the  Senator  will  insert 
the  words,  *any  bona  fide  purchaser  from  the  State  of  Iowa,'  I  shall  be 
satisfied. 

Mb.  Polk. — The  objection  to  that  is,  that  it  would  not  shut  out  the 
speculators. 

Mb.  Hablan. — So  far  as  this  land  has  been  certified  to  the  State,  the 
State  has  accepted  the  land,  and  attempted  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the 
grant  in  the  improvement  of  the  river.  A  part  of  this  land  has  been  sold 
by  the  State  directly  to  actual  settlers.  A  part  of  the  grant  has  been 
sold  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  applying  their  money  in  putting  in 
locks  and  dams,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  and  they  in  turn  have 
sold  to  other  parties.  Some  of  them,  perhaps,  are  not  improving  the 
land ;  but  many  of  them  are  actual  settlers.  The  purpose  of  the  amend- 
ment he  proposes  is  to  cut  out  aU  those  who  may  have  bought  those  lands 
of  the  Des  Moines  River  Improvement  Company.  That  would  be  unjust 
to  the  company  and  unjust  to  the  purchasers  from  the  company. 

Mb.  Polk. — The  view  I  take  of  it  is  this:  There  is  no  claim  in  law  or 
in  equity  against  the  United  States  for  the  granting  of  this  land;  but  I 
am  willing  the  United  States  should  relinquish  the  title  where  an  actual 
settler  has  bought  the  land,  and  gone  on  it ;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  do 
that  favor  to  persons  who  have  bought  as  speculators.  Where  persons 
have  bought  for  actual  settlement,  and  have  gone  on  the  land,  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  to  relinquish  to  them,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill 
with  that  amendment.  I  will  offer  the  amendment,  and  take  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  upon  it,  to  insert  the  words,  '*and  by  the  said  State  sold 
to  actual  settlers,  and  not  interfering  with  public  grants." 

Mb*  Cbittenden. — I  will  suggest  to  gentlemen,  as  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty about  the  provision  in  reference  to  actual  settlement,  to  say  *all 
bona  fide  purchasers  deriving  title  under  the  State '.  It  seems  to  me  that 
would  cover  everything. 
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Mb.  Gkimzs. — That  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  me.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  just  to  all  parties.  I  understand  it  is  satisfactory  to  the  Senator 
from  Missouri. 

Mb.  Polk.— 1  agree  to  it.  ' 

After  some  further  not  very  material  debate,  the  amendment 
oflPered  by  Mr.  Crittenden  was  agreed  to  and  a  vote  was  taken 
upon  the  resolution  as  amended,  with  the  following  result: 
yeas  30,  nays  7.  Among  the  yeas  were  both  Grimes  and  Polk* 
Green  voting  nay. 

In  view  of  the  sharply  opposing  views  expressed  in  the  de- 
bate, and  the  comparative  unanimity  with  which  the  resolution 
as  amended  was  adopted,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  Crittenden  amendment  was  adopted  as  a  compromise 
and  was  intended  to  leave  the  question  as  to  who  were  bona 
fide  purchasers,  should  it  ever  arise,  open  for  determination  by 
the  courts. 


A  FAITHFUL  AND  ZEALOUS  PRIEST. 


The  Rev.  Father  Wm.  Emonds,  formerly  of  the  Davenport 
diocese,  is  now  a  resident  of  Tacoma,  Washington.  He  must 
be  quite  an  aged  man,  for  he  was  the  confidential,  friend  and 
adviser  of  Rt.  Rev.  Matthias  Loras,  first  Catholic  bishop  of 
Dubuque,  forty  years  ago.  Father  Emonds  was  one  of  the 
first  priests  to  visit  Des  ^Moines.  He  came  here  in  1854  and 
held  services  in  a  log  cabin  near  the  river.  During  the  time 
he  was  in  Iowa — 1853- '90 — he  built  some  forty-four  churches. 
He  secured  the  first  plat  of  ground  in  Omaha  that  was  selected 
for  a  Catholic  church.  He  went  to  Tacoma  in  1890  on  ac- 
count of  bad  health,  and  has  already  built  two  churches  on 
the  shores  of  Puget  Sound.  Father  Emonds  never  heralds 
his  own  praises,  never  blows  his  own  horn;  on  the  contrary, 
he  is  as  modest  and  unpretentious  as  he  is  learned  and  accom- 
plished. He  has  been  a  pillar  of  strength  to  his  church,  a 
wise  and  faithful  friend  to  thousands  of  the  poor  and  needy. 
Such  are  the  men  whom  we  may  believe  will  receive  the  plaudit 
of  **SVelcome,  good  and  faithful  servant." — Iowa  State  Reg^ 
ister. 
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EDITORIAL     DEPARTMENT, 


THE  GENESIS  OP  A  NATIONAL  LYRIC. 


In  the  year  1861,  immediately  after  the  inauguration  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Hon.  John  A.  Easson  of  Des  Moines,  was 
appointed  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General — the  head  of  the 
Appointment  OflBce,  under  the  Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  Post 
Master  General.  How  ably  Mr.  Kasson  seconded  his  chief 
and  served  his  country,  long  ago  became  matters  of  historical 
record.  Into  biographical  details,  however,  we  do  not  propose 
to  enter  at  this  time,  but  merely  to  relate  a  most  interesting  in- 
cident in  the  Washington  life  of  Mr.  Kasson,  which  will  also  be 
fully  narrated  in  the  forthcoming  **Life  and  Letters  of  John 
G.  Whittier."  Shortly  after  the  great  naval  battle  between 
the  Monitor  and  Merrimac  in  Hampton  Roads,  Mr.  Easson, 
with  a  party  of  friends,  steamed  down  the  Potomac  to  the 
scene  of  that  great  conflict.  As  a  result  of  what  he  saw,  and 
of  what  he  thought,  he  addressed  letters  identical  in  purpose, 
if  not  in  words,  both  to  Mr.  Longfellow  and  Mr.  Whittier.  A 
copy  of  that  to  Mr.  Whittier  is  in  the  possession  of  the  His- 
torical Department  of  Iowa,  and  the  original  is  promised  to 
the  collection  upon  the  publication  of  the  Whittier  book.  This 
volume  is  in  course  of  preparation  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Pickard,  a 
brother  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Pickard,  former  President  of  the  Iowa 
State  University.  We  make  no  comment  upon  Mr.  Kasson 's 
letter,  as  it  fully  explains  itself : 

[Unofficial,  ]  Postofpice  Department,  March  18,  1862. 

Dear  Sir: — Yesterday,  with  a  Congressional  party,  I  returned  from 
Fortress  Monroe,  after  visiting  the  ** Monitor"  and  the  wreck  of  the 
"Cumberland"  and  ** Congress." 

After  the  iron-clad  ** Merrimac"  had  passed  the  ** Cumberland, "  and 
received  her  iron  hail  as  so  many  peas  from  a  popgun,  she  hailed  her  and 
demanded  a  surrender.  Morris,  her  gallant  commander,  replied,  ''No, 
never  I ' '  The  *  *  Merrimac '  *  gave  her  a  broadside,  tearing  the  timbers  of 
the  Cumberland  with  terrific  force,  and  receiving  a  tremendous,  but  al- 
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most  harmless  fire  in  return.  Again  the  enemy  demanded  a  surrender. 
Morris  again  replied,  ''No,  never!"  The  "Merrimae"  then  drew  ofiT 
and  plunged  into  the  broadside  of  the  Cumberland  with  her  iron  prow, 
breaking  her  in  two,  and  leaving  her  rapidly  sinking.  Still  her  gallant 
crew  fired  gun  after  gun,  as  the  water  rose  upon  tliem,  and  as  the  last 
gun  was  about  to  be  covered — the  men  standing  in  the  water — it  was 
fired  at  the  assailing  monster  just  as  our  ship  disappeared  in  the  sea. 
Thus  the  Cumberland  sank  beneath  the  waves,  with  many  wounded,  many 
dead,  many  living,  on  board,  and,  thank  God,  with  her  flag  still  flying  in 
the  face  of  the  foe. 

Just  one  week  after  this  victory  of  metallic  impenetrability  over  mag- 
nificent gallantry,  I  visited  the  scene,  and  sailed  around  the  Cumberland. 
Her  three  top-masts  were  above  the  water,  and  at  the  fore  we  saw,  with 
intense  emotion,  the  glorious  flag  still  floating  upon  the  wind,  over  a 
waste  of  waters,  as  if  the  hundred  souls  below,  sea-buried,  still  challenged 
the  dastard  rebels  to  renew  the  combat,  for  that  unconquered  and  un- 
conquerable  flag.  To  such  valor  genius  owes  a  tribute.  It  demands  from 
the  poet  an  Epic,  or  a  Lyric,  which  shall  hereafter  inspire  the  navy  with 
the  brilliant  memory  of  this  defense  and  the  dead  who  made  it. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  (as  a  poet)  to  this  incident 
of  a  war  full  of  gallant  deeds  for  the  Union. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Kasson, 
First  Asst,  P.  M,  General. 
John  G.  Whittier,  Esq. 

MR.   whittier 'S   REPLY. 

22nd  of  March,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Kasson  : 

I  thank  thee  for  thy  striking  description  of  the  fate  of  the  Cumber- 
land.   I  read  it  with  deep  emotion. 

I  presume  my  friend  Dr.  Holmes  will  make  the  event  the  theme  of 
one  of  his  stirring  Lyrics.  Very  truly  thy  friend, 

John  G.  Whtttikb, 

mr.  longfellow's  reply. 

Cambridge,  March  26,  1862. 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter,  and  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  the  suggestion  it  contains. 

That  whole  affair  is  so  complete  a  poem  in  itself,  that  I  am  not  sure 
it  can  be  improved  by  rhyme. 

But  I  thank  you  for  the  hint,  and  remain.      Yours  truly, 

Henry  W.  Longfellow. 
John  A.  Kasson,  Esq. 

Not  long  after  these  dates  ^Ir.  Longfellow  gave  to  the  world 
his  magnificent  poem,  **The  Cumberland,"  inspired,  as  every 
reader  will  understand,  by  this  graphic  and  stirring  letter  of 
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Mr.  Kasson.  The  original  letters  of  Longfellow  and  Whittier 
are  now  the  property  of  the  State,  to  which  it  is  hoped  that  Mr. 
Kasson 's  letter  to  each  of  the  poets  may  soon  be  added. 

As  a  fitting  conclusion  to  this  article  we  copy  Mr.  Long- 
fellow's familiar  and  very  beautiful  poem: 

THE  CUMBEBLAND. 


At  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads  we  lay, 

On  board  of  the  Cumberland,  sloop-of -war ; 
And  at  times  from  the  fortress  across  the  bay 
The  alarm  of  drums  swept  past, 
Or  a  bugle  blast 
From  the  camp  on  the  shore. 

Then  far  away  to  the  south  uprose, 

A  little  feather  of  snow-white  smoke. 
And  we  knew  that  the  iron  ship  of  our  foes 
Was  steadily  steering  its  course 
To  try  the  force 
Of  our  ribs  of  oak. 

Down  upon  us  heavily  runs, 

Silent  and  sullen,  the  floating  fort; 
Then  comes  a  puff  of  smoke  from  her  guns, 
And  leaps  the  terrible  death, 
With  fiery  breath, 
From  each  open  port. 

We  are  not  idle,  but  send  her  straight 

Defiance  back  in  full  broadside! 
As  hail  rebounds  from  a  roof  of  slate. 
Rebounds  our  heavier  hail 
From  each  iron  scale. 
Of  the  monster's  hide. 

* '  Strike  your  flag ! ' '  the  rebel  cries. 

In  his  arrogant  old  plantation  strain. 
* '  Never  I ' '  our  gallant  Morris  replies ; 
*  *  It  is  better  to  sink  than  to  yield  I ' ' 
And  the  whole  air  pealed 
With  the  cheers  of  our  men. 

Then,  like  a  kraken  huge  and  black. 

She  crushed  our  ribs  in  her  iron  grasp! 
Down  went  the  Cumberland  all  a  wrack, 
With  a  sudden  shudder  of  death, 
And  a  cannon's  breath 
For  her  dying  gasp. 

Next  mom,  as  the  sun  rose  over  the  bay, 

Still  floated  our  flag  at  the  main  mast  head; 
Lord,  how  beautiful  was  thy  day! 
Every  waft  of  the  air 
Was  a  whisper  of  prayer. 
Or  a  dirge  for  the  dead. 
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Ho!  brave  hearts  that  went  down  in  the  seas! 

Ye  are  at  peace  in  the  troubled  stream; 
Ho!  brave  land  with  hearts  like  these, 
Thy  flag,  that  is  rent  in  twain, 
Shall  be  one  again, 
And  without  a  seam. 


OUR  PORTRAITS. 


The  first  which  appears  in  this  number  of  the  Annals, 
while  very  good  as  a  portrait,  was  from  an  old  and  inferior 
photograph,  but  we  were  unable  to  procure  a  better  one. 
William  Penn.  Clarke  is  a  name  which  will  always  be  well 
known  to  the  legal  profession  of  this  State,  for  the  reason  that 
he  was  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  1855  to  1860. 
His  reports  have  always  maintained  a  high  rank.  He  was  a 
journalist  of  State  reputation,  one  of  the  foremost  western 
writers  in  the  great  anti-slavery  agitation  which  preceded  the 
War  for  the  Union,  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  1857, 
which  framed  the  present  Constitution  of  our  State,  and  Major 
and  Paymaster  in  the  Union  Army.  He  removed  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  many  years  ago,  where  he  still  resides.  Mr.  Clarke, 
some  months  ago,  deposited  his  most  valuable  correspondence 
with  public  men  of  this  and  other  States,  from  1844  to 
1866,  in  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa.  He  is  also  well- 
known  as  a  collector  of  books  and  paintings,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  he  will  ere  long  make  valuable  bequests  to  one 
or  more  of  our  State  institutions. 

Two  portraits  of  John  Chambers  add  interest  to  Mr.  Clarke's 
very  valuable  article  on  our  second  Territorial  Governor.  The 
first  is  a  steel  engraving,  evidently  made  about  the  time  that 
Major  Chambers  was  serving  as  Governor.  Until  impressions 
were  secured  for  this  number  of  The  Annals,  from  the  steel 
plate,  which  is  owned  in  New  York  City,  this  portrait  was  a 
very  rare  one  in  Iowa.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  very  few  copies 
had  ever  been  seen  in  our  State.  It  will  no  doubt  be  greatly 
prized  by  our  readers.  The  other  portrait  represents  Governor 
Chambers  in  his  last  years,  when  his  appearance  had  greatly 
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changed.  It  is  from  Geo.  H.  Yeweirs  fine  oil  painting  in  the 
Capitol  Building.  It  is  seldom  that  two  portraits  of  the  same 
man  show  such  great  changes  in  his  perstmal  appearance. 

We  reproduce  a  good  photograph  of  Gen.  Ed  Wright  as 
Major  of  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry. 

The  portrait  of  Hon  John  A.  Kasson  is  from  one  of  his 
latest  photographs,  and  is  a  very  fine  likeness  of  that  distin- 
^ished  statesman. 

IOWA  LIBRARY  LEGISLATION  OF  1894. 


The  last  General  Assembly  did  some  very  good  work  for 
the  public  libraries  of  the  State.  To  begin  with,  the  standing 
committees,  the  duties  of  which  had  before  been  limited  to  the 
State  Library,  were  made  committees  on  public  libraries  gen- 
erally, and  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  houses  in  appoint- 
ing them  evidently  did  so  in  view  of  the  increased  importance 
•of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them,  as  they  were  noticeably 
strong  in  their  membership. 

Acts  were  passed  which  will  greatly  stimulate  the  establish- 
ment of  new  libraries  and  promote  the  growth  and  usefulness 
of  those  already  established.  One  of  the  acts  referred  to  pro- 
Tides  for  the  creation  in  all  cities  and  incorporated  towns,  of 
boards  of  library  trustees  to  consist  of  nine  members,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor  with  the  approval  of  the  council ;  the  first 
appointees  to  hold  office,  three  for  two  years,  three  for  four 
years  and  three  for  six  years,  from  the  first  day  of  July,  1894, 
and  their  respective  successors  for  the  term  of  six  years ;  males 
and  females  alike  being  eligible;  services  to  be  gratuitous;  to 
have  authority  to  employ  a  librarian  and  assistants,  fix  their 
<»ompensation,  to  remove  them  for  specified  causes  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  and  generally  to  control  and  have  the  management 
in  all  respects  of  their  respective  libraries,  including  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  taxes  levied  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  same  and  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
library  fund ;  to  fix  the  rate  of  appropriation  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  librarj',  not  exceeding  one  mill  on  the  dollar  annu- 
ally, and  certify  the  same  to  the  city  council  to  be  certified  with 
other  city  taxes  to  the  county  auditor,  together  with  such  fur- 
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ther  sum  as  may  bo  deemed  necessary  to  create  a  sinking  fund 
to  pay  the  interest  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  18,  Acts 
22d  General  Assembly,  and  acts  amendatory  thereof.  The 
board  is  required  each  year  to  make  report  to  the  council  for 
the  year  ending  June  30  of  the  number  of  books  in  the  library, 
the  number  circulated,  the  nimiber  not  returned  or  lost,  the 
amount  of  funds  collected  and  of  money  expended  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  library  during  the  year,  together  with  such  other 
information  as  the  board  may  deem  important.  Heretofore 
it  has  been  left  to  the  city  council  to  determine  within  the  limit 
of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  what  amount  should  be  appropriated 
for  library  purposes,  and  in  many  instances  the  appropriations 
were  so  meager  as  greatly  to  cripple  and  embarrass  the 
libraries. 

Another  act  confers  upon  all  cities  of  the  first  class  power  to 
levy  a  tax  of  not  exceeding  three  mills  on  the  dollar  to  pay 
any  existing  indebtedness  or  that  may  hereafter  be  contracted 
for  the  purchase  of  real  estate  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
public  library  building  or  buildings,  and  to  create  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  extinguishment  of  and  paying  the  interest  uix)n 
such  indebtedness.  Heretofore  this  authority  had  only  been 
conferred  upon  cities  of  the  first  class,  organized  subsequently 
to  1885. 

This  most  commendable  legislation,  which  places  it  within 
the  power  of  cities  and  incorporated  towns  to  secure  libraries, 
and  manage  and  protect  them,  was  largely  due  to  the  timely 
efforts  of  Col.  C.  H.  Gatch,  of  Des  Moines.  His  experience  in 
connection  with  the  Public  Library  of  the  Capital  enabled  him 
to  determine  what  was  needed  in  this  direction.  This  legisla- 
tion is  a  great  step  in  advance  of  the  mixed  condition  of  things 
which  it  supercedes. 


AN  IOWA  DOCTOR  *4N  THE  FIFTIES.'* 


The  Historical  Department  has  frequently  been  placed  under 
great  obligations  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Shaffer,  of  Keokuk,  for  valuable 
contributions.     This  gentleman  has  himself  been  highly  dis- 
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tinguished  in  this  State,  for,  perhaps,  forty  years.  He  has  oc- 
cupied a  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  where  he  became  very  well 
known  as  one  of  its  foremost  men.  Away  back  when  the 
State  Fairs  were  held  at  Clinton,  he  was  Secretary  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society,  in  which  laborious  capacity  he  added  to 
his  well-earned  reputation  as  physician  and  senator.  He  is 
also  a  well-known  writer,  not  only  for  medical  periodicals,  but 
for  the  general  press,  in  which  useful  work  he  is  always  able, 
clear  and  incisive.  He  has  given  much  attention  to  the  natural 
history  of  Iowa,  and  is  himself  a  skillful  taxidermist.  His 
collection  of  stuffed  birds  and  small  mammals  is  doubtless  the 
largest  ever  made  in  our  State.  This,  with  rare  liberality,  he 
has  presented  to  the  Public  Library  at  Fairfield,  which  enter- 
prising little  city  was  his  first  Iowa  home.  These  collections 
are  worth  several  thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Shaffer  is  one  of  the 
men  of  Iowa  who  has  left  foot-prints  upon  its  history  which 
will  endure  for  many  generations.  In  addition  to  his  other 
and  various  works,  he  has  kept  a  daily  journal  during  all  the 
time  he  has  been  a  medical  practitioner.  Possibly  some  future 
antiquary  may  unearth  this  interesting  mass  of  manuscripts, 
and  publish  to  distant  times  what  will  throw  a  Hood  of  light 
upon  the  medical  history  of  the  last  four  decades  of  this 
century. 

But  it  was  not  of  Dr.  Shaffer  that  we  intended  to  speak  more 
particularly  in  this  article.  Among  the  books  which  he  has 
sent  to  the  Historical  Department  is  one  containing  two 
volumes  of  ''The  Western  Medico  Chirure:ical  Journal.'*  This 
periodical  was  issued  in  Keokuk,  the  first  number  being  dated 
September  1st,  1850.  The  first  article  related  to  the  post 
mortem  examination  of  a  case  of  Rheumatic  Carditis.  This 
case  was  one  which  excited  considerable  interest  in  the  locality 
of  Croton,  Iowa,  in  which  it  occurred.  Samuel  Reed,  a  laborer, 
aged  23,  had  died  under  circumstances  which  to  the  general 
mind,  indicated  malpractice.  Considerable  excitement  had 
arisen  in  consequence.  The  deceased  had  been  ailing  some 
time  and  had  been  treated  by  a  general  practitioner.  But  he 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  traveling  quack  who  administered  large 
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doses  of  lobelia.  This  resulted  in  severe  vomiting,  ''followed 
by  distressing  hiccough,  which  harassed  him  until  his  death, 
an  event  which  took  place  a  few  days  afterwards. "  The  quack 
contended  that,  *'if  he  could  obtain  permission  to  make  a  post 
mortem  examination,  he  could  demonstrate  to  the  citizens  of 
Croton  that  mercury  had  occasioned  his  death  by  developing 
an  inflammation  of  the  intestinal  canal."  A  post  mortem  exam- 
ination, therefore,  occurred  about  12  hours  after  death.  This 
easily  settled  the  mystery  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  It  was 
found  that  the  man's  heart  was  enlarged  to  about  twice  the 
usual  size.  Of  course,  this  removed  all  the  mystery  in  the  case, 
and  justified  the  treatment  of  the  man's  regular  physician, 
allaying  the  excitement  which  had  most  unjustly  sprung  up  in 
the  neighborhood.  This  case  is  written  out  with  considerable 
minuteness,  and  appears  as  the  leading  article  in  the  first 
number  of  this  ** Western  Medico-Chirurgical  Journal."  The 
point  of  greatest  interest  to  us,  however,  is  the  fact  that  it  was 
written  by  John  Forrest  Dillon,  M.  D.,  of  Farmington,  Iowa. 
This  young  doctor  soon,  however,  gave  up  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  studied  law.  Years  afterward  he  was  elected  to 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  this  State,  serving  at  last  as  Chief 
Justice  of  Iowa.  Those  of  our  readers  whose  recollections  run 
back  20  years  or  more  will  understand  that  we  refer  to  Judge 
John  F.  Dillon,  who  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
jurists  in  the  West,  the  author  of  many  useful  volumes  in  the 
literature  of  the  law,  and  now  famous  as  the  leading  attorney 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway.  He  has  attained  a  reputation 
which  is  almost  world-wide  in  his  profession  as  author,  lawyer 
and  jurist,  results  which  would  scarcely  have  been  predicted  at 
the  time  he  wrote  out  this  interesting  case  of  Rheumatic  Car- 
ditis. For  many  years  he  has  also  been  one  of  the  leading 
lecturers  in  Columbia  College  Law  School,  one  of  the  most 
famous  institutions  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic.  His  great 
work  on  corporations  is  an  accredited  authority  in  England. 
We  shall  be  greatly  disappointed  if  this  **  quaint  and  curious 
volume  of  forgotten  lore"  fails  to  furnish  topics  for  other 
articles  quite  as  interesting  as  this  has  proven  to  the  writer. 
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NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Hon.  Nobman  Boabdman,  who  reeently  died  at  his  home  in  Lyons, 
Clinton  county,  was  born  at  Morristown,  Vermont,  April  30,  1813.  He 
first  came  west  in  the  spring  of  1837.  This  was  long  before  the  era  of 
railroad  building,  and  he  had  to  hire  a  team  at  Detroit  to  carry  him  on 
to  Chicago,  which  was  then  a  frontier  town  of  about  five  thousand  in- 
habitants. After  traveling  through  Illinois  he  crossed  the  Mississippi 
and  took  a  school  for  the  summer  in  one  of  the  new  towns  of  Missouri. 
In  the  fall  he  went  down  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  there  returned  by  river 
and  canal  to  his  home  in  Vermont.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  a  few  years  later  elected  States  Attorney  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  But  visions  of  the  great  west  again  attracted  him  from  his  New 
ISngland  home.  Li  1852  he  went  to  St.  Paul  and  visited  the  chief  towns 
of  the  upper  Mississippi.  He  finally  stopped  at  Lyons  and  entered  sev- 
eral sections  of  Clinton  county  land.  With  other  parties  he  laid  out  the 
town  of  Osage,  in  Mitchell  county,  and  named  it  after  Grin  Sage.  He 
also  laid  out  a  large  addition  to  Lyons  and  finally  settled  there  and  made 
it  his  permanent  home.  He  became  a  Republican  upon  the  organization 
of  that  party,  and  in.  1861  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Clinton 
county.  He  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  schools,  serving 
with  marked  ability.  He  secured  important  legislation  to  protect  the 
school  funds  of  the  State.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Second  District.  While  holding 
this  position  he  was  instrumental  in  ferreting  out  extensive  frauds  prac- 
ticed by  some  of  the  distilleries  in  his  district,  which  resulted  in  the 
seizure  and  confiscation  of  several  large  establishments.  The  work  for 
which  Mr.  Boardman  will  be  longest  remembered  was  the  suggestion  of 
the  first  Old  Law-Makers'  Reunion,  resultiug  in  a  permanent  organization 
known  as  the  "Pioneer  Law-Makers'  Association,"  which  meets  bien- 
nially at  the  capital.  It  has  been  instrumental  in  adding  large  and  valua- 
ble contributions  to  the  historical  material  of  the  State.  Mr.  Boardman 
had  three  sons  who  have  attained  prominent  positions  in  the  State,  Homer 
C.  being  Senator  from  Story  county,  William  K.  is  State  Dairy  Commis- 
sioner, and  Charles  D.  a  Trustee  of  the  State  Agricultural  College. 


In  the  death  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Hunting,  of  Des  Moines,  the  Unitarian  de- 
nomination loses  one  of  its  ablest  ministers  in  the  west.  Dr.  Hunting 
was  bom  in  New  London,  N.  H.,  March  22,  1826,  was  educated  at  Har- 
vard Divinity  School,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Noyes  and  other  emi- 
nent educators,  graduating  in  1852.  He  entered  the  Unitarian  ministry 
at  Brookfield,  Mass.,  soon  after,  remaining  there  six  years.  When  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  was  preaching  at  Detroit  and  was  se- 
lected as  chaplain  of  the  27th  Michigan  Infantry,  remaining  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  untiring  in  devotion  to  the 
soldiers  of  hiti  regiment,  in  the  hospital  and  sanitary  work.  He  was  a 
radical  abolitionist  before  the  war,  and  associated  in  anti-slavery  work 
for  years  with  those  great  leaders,  Wm.  Lloyd  (Jarrison,  Wendell  Phillips, 
Lucy  Stone  and  Abby  Kelly.  When  the  war  closed  he  accepted  a  call 
as  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
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seven  years  until  chosen  Western  Secretary  of  the  American  UnitariM 
Association.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  National  Prison  Beform  Associa- 
tion and  an  earnest  worker  in  that  humane  cause  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Dr.  Hunting  was  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church  at  Davenport  for  seven 
years  and  of  the  Des  Moines  church  for  five  years.  He  was  a  superb 
organizer,  laying  the  foundation  for  several  of  the  prosperous  Unitariao 
churches  of  Iowa.  He  was  also  leader  in  organizing  the  Iowa  UnitarisD 
Association  and  one  of  its  most  eminent  ministers  and  members.  His 
entire  life  was  devoted  to  humane,  reform,  and  religious  work,  in  which 
his  time,  money,  and  great  services  were  given  freely  and  without  regard 
to  compensation.  As  a  citizen,  reformer  and  preacher,  his  whole  life 
bore  testimony  to  his  nobility  of  character  and  unselfish  devotion  to 
great  and  good  works. 


K.  K.  Eastman,  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Wright  county, 
died  at  his  home  in  Clarion,  on  the  6th  day  of  June.  He  was  Treasurer 
and  Recorder  of  that  county,  when  those  two  offices  were  united  in  one, 
holding  the  position  for  several  years,  during  which  time  he  became 
widely  known  throughout  northwestern  Iowa.  Some  time  after  he  settled 
in  Webster  City,  where  he  was  engaged  several  years  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  was  originally  from  Western  New  York.  It  was  relate<l 
of  him  that  he  had  failed  in  business  in  the  State  of  New  York,  making 
some  sort  of  a  compromise  with  his  creditors.  After  coming  to  Iowa, 
he  was  fairly  prosperous,  acquiring  a  competence.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able,  he  paid  every  one  of  his  New  York  debts  with  interest,  obtaining  a 
full  and  honorable  discharge  from  every  creditor.  With  excellent  business 
abilities  he  was  possessed  of  an  exceedingly  kind  disposition,  and  died 
as  he  had  lived,  with  many  friends,  and  few,  if  any  enemies. 


Gen.  M.  M.  Trumbull,  formerly  a  prominent  citizen  of  Iowa,  died  at 
his  home  in  Chicago,  May  10th,  at  the  age  of  68.  He  was  a  native  of 
England,  but  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and  taught  school  some 
time  in  Vermont.  But  he  soon  came  west  settling  in  Butler  county,  Iowa. 
In  1857  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  from  the  district  of  Mitchell, 
Floyd  and  tiutler  counties,  serving  with  distinction  in  the  first  General 
Assembly  under  the  constitution  of  1857,  which  was  the  first  to  meet  in 
Des  Moines  after  the  removal  of  the  Capital  from  Iowa  City.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  Tmmbull  enlisted  with  the  Third  Iowa  volunteers, 
and  later  raisnl  the  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  appointed 
Colonel.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  General  Grant  and  was  by  him 
appointed  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Dubuque  District,  serv- 
ing efficiently  for  twelve  years.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Chicago  where  he 
became  a  well  known  writer  for  several  journals.  His  book  entitled 
**Free  Trade  in  England"  gave  him  a  national  reputation  and  is  re- 
garded as  high  authority  in  tariff  literature.  He  distinguished  himself 
in  many  battles,  winning  his  brigadier's  star  through  bravery  and  effi- 
ciency on  the  field.  On  returning  from  the  service  he  was  given  a  public 
reception  by  the  Iowa  House  of  Representatives  of  1866.  His  fame  as 
a  writer  had  reached  Europe  and  his  death  was  noticed  with  regret  by  the 
London  Athenaeum, 
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Judge  Thomas  S.  Wilson  died  at  his  home  in  Dubuque  on  the  16th  of 
May,  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Judge  Wilson  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  notable  ancestors  on  both  sides.  His  great 
^andfathor  came  over  from  England  with  William  Penn  and  settled 
where  Philadelphia  now  stands.  His  grandfather  was  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  the  American  Revolution  and  held  a  commission  signed  by  General 
George  Washington,  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  Wilson  family.  Judge 
Wilson  studied  law  in  Stubenville,  Ohio,  in  the  same  office  with  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  who  became  President  Lincoln's  great  Secretary  of  War.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1835  and  his  certificate  bears  the  name  of 
Colonel  Daniel  McCook,  father  of  the  famous  **  fighting  McCooks"  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  The  day  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Hoge, 
the  young  couple  took  passage  on  a  river  steamer  for  Prairie  du  Chien. 
He  soon  after  moved  to  the  new  town  of  Dubuque,  landing  there  on  the 
13th  day  of  October,  1836,  two  years  before  Iowa  was  organized  as  a 
Territory.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  new  Territory  in  1838,  young 
Wilson  was  appointed  by  President  Van  Biiren  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  when  but  twenty-five  years  of  age.  In  November  of  that  year 
Judge  Wilson  presided  over  the  first  court  ever  convened  in  Iowa.  The 
session  was  at  Prairie  La  Porte,  where  the  village  of  Gutenburg  now 
stands.  He  served  as  judge  until  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
in  1846.  Judge  Wilson  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate  at  the  first  session  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  lacked  but  one 
vote  of  securing  the  nomination  in  the  Democratic  caucus,  which  would 
have  insured  his  election.  Upon  retiring  from  the  bench  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  Colonel  David  S.  Wil- 
son, and  Piatt  Smith — both  of  whom  were  prominent  lawyers.  In  1852 
Judge  Wilson  was  chosen  District  judge  in  which  position  he  served  with 
ability  for  ten  years.  In  1866,  and  again  in  1868,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  legislation  of  that 
period.  He  was  a  prominent  and  honored  member  of  the  Pioneer  Law- 
Makers'  Association  and  made  valuable  contributions  to  its  historical 
papers.  He  was  the  oldest  in  service  of  the  living  judges  of  Iowa 
Courts.  He  was  a  fluent  public  speaker  and  a  writer  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  for  fifty-eight  years,  wit- 
nessing its  entire  history  and  development  from  the  organization  of  the 
Territory,  and  did  much  as  a  public  officer  and  private  citizen  to  aid  in 
its  wonderful  progress  for  more  than  half  a  century. 

Dr.  William  G.  Hammond,  died  n*^  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  18th  of 
April.  He  was  a  native  of  New  York,  :*nd  came  to  Iowa  in  1863,  settling 
at  Anamosa,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Des  Moines,  and  became  identified  with  a  local  law  school  in 
1867.  When  a  law  department  was  established  at  the  State  University 
he  was  chosen  Chancellor,  filling  the  position  with  great  ability,  until 
1881,  when  he  was  elected  Dean  of  the  St.  Louis  Law  School.  He  ac- 
cepted the  new  position  and  removed  to  that  city  the  same  year.  Dr. 
Hammond  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  teachers  in  the  United  States, 
having  made  a  special  study  of  the  Common  Law.  He  was  the  editor  of 
a  standard  edition  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries  and  the  author  of 
several  standard  law  books.  He  was  everywhere  recognized  as  a  man 
of  scholarly  attainments  and  great  learning  in  the  literature  of  the  law. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Stewaet,  who  recently  died  at  Davenport,  was  a  pioneer 
lawyer,  and  has  been  a  prominent  attorney  and  politician  in  Eastern  Iowa 
for  more  than  thirty  years.     He  settled  at  Davenport  in  1853.     In  1856 
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he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  that  district,  and  in  1866 
appointed  Collector  of  Internal  Bevenue  bj  President  Johnson.  Mr. 
Stewart  was  an  active,  influential  and  public-spirited  citizen,  highly^ 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

J.  P.  Faslst,  of  Dubuque,  who  died  at  his  home  in  that  city,  in  May^ 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  railroad  builders  of  Iowa.  He  came  to  Dubuque- 
as  early  as  1833,  ana  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  As  the  little  town 
grew  in  population  and  importance,  Mr.  Farley  engaged  in  numerous- 
business  enterprises  and  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  In 
1850  he  established  a  steamboat  line  between  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul, 
which  gave  Dubuque  excellent  shipping  facilities.  In  1855  he  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Dubuque  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  He 
was  its  first  president,  and  under  his  administration  the  road  was  built 
to  Dyersville.  In  the  re-organization  of  the  company  as  the  Dubuque 
and  Sioux  City,  Mr.  Farley  was  a  prominent  factor  and  an  influential 
director.  The  town  of  Farley  was  named  in  honor  of  the  man  who  did 
so  much  in  early  days  to  promote  transportation  by  water  and  land,  and 
thereby  develope  Dubuque  into  the  chief  city  of  Northern  Iowa. 

Fbank  Hatton,  for  the  past  few  years  editor-in-chief  of  The  Wash- 
ington (D.  C.)  Post,  died  of  paralysis  at  his  home  in  that  city,  April 
30,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  He  was  born  at  Cadiz,  O.,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  country  printing-office — ^which  institution  has  been  so 
aptly  termed  **the  poor  boy's  college''— of  his  father,  who  published  a 
paper  in  that  town.  He  entered  the  Union  Army  when  scarcely  old 
enough  to  be  mustered  as  a  soldier,  serving  as  a  private  until  the  war 
closed.  His  father  having  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
and  become  the  owner,  of  The  Jotkmal,  Frank  is  understood  to  have 
worked  for  him  until  his  death.  He  then  acquired  the  property  and  con- 
ducted the  paper  with  marked  ability  for  several  years.  He  became 
especially  prominent  in  the  famous  United  States  Senatorial  contest  of 
1872,  between  Senators  Harlan  and  Allison,  which  resulted  in  the  election 
of  the  latter.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Hatton  acquired  an  interest  in  The 
EawkeyCf  of  Burlington,  which  he  conducted  some  years  with  his  usual 
success,  serving  meantime  as  post-master  of  that  city.  When  President 
Garfield  entered  upon  his  administration  Mr.  Hatton  was  made  First 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Gresliam, 
in  1884,  he  succeeded  him  as  the  head  of  that  department  at  Washington. 
While  more  famous  men  have  held  that  position  at  various  times,  few, 
if  any,  have  ever  demonstrated  more  special  fitness  for  its  varied  and 
responsible  duties,  or  initiated  more  practical  changes  and  reforms  in  its 
administration.  He  secured  the  first  really  fast  mails  between  the  east 
and  the  west,  and  expedited  and  extended  the  postal  service  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  He  made  a  most  excellent  record  in  this  high  office. 
Frank  Hatton — and  he  comes  back  to  the  writer's  memory  almost  as  a 
boy — was  a  large-hearted,  open-handed,  cordial,  most  excellent  gentleman, 
steadfast  and  true  to  his  friends — an  opponent  never  to  be  defipised, 
though  he  maue  few  enemies  for  one  so  independent  and  active  in  the 
stirring  politics  of  his  times.  His  editorship  of  The  Washington  Post 
was  marked  by  great  brilliancy  and  crowned  with  enviable  success.  WBOe 
Postmaster  General,  he  took  time  to  learn  something  of  the  incipient 
efforts  to  found  a  Historical  Department  in  our  new  Oapitol,  rendering 
valued  assistance  in  many  directions.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  present  a 
more  extended  biography  of  Mr.  Hatton  at  some  future  time,  to  be  ae- 
companied  by  a  portrait. 
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JAMES  W.  GRIMES,  GOVERNOR  AND  SENATOR. 


BY   EX-GOVERNOR    CYRUS    C.    CARPENTER. 


A  key  to  the  character  of  James  W.  Grimes  is  found  in  a 
single  paragraph  of  his  Inaugural  Address  on  assuming  the 
duties  of  Governor  in  1854.  Commenting  on  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  Compromise  and  the  designs  of  the  slave  power, 
he  says:  **It  has  forced  upon  the  country  an  issue  between 
free  labor,  political  equality  and  manhood  on  the  one  hand; 
and  on  the  other  slave  labor,  political  degradation  and  wrong : 
and  it  becomes  the  people  of  the  free  states  to  meet  that  issue 
resolutely,  calmly,  and  with  a  sense  of  the  momentous  conse- 
quences that  will  flow  from  its  decision.  To  every  elector,  in 
view  of  that  issue,  might  appropriately  be  applied  the  injunc- 
tion anciently  addressed  to  the  Jewish  King:  *Be  strong  and 
show  thyself  a  man.'  " 

His  childhood  and  youth  had  been  spent  in  a  rural  home. 
It  was  a  home  in  which  industry  and  economy — the  twin 
relics  of  old  New  England  life — had  become  a  second  nature* 
His  sinewy  frame  had  been  hardened  by  contact  with  the 
severe  climate  and  penurious  soil  of  his  native  New  Hampshire 
hills.  His  alert  and  vigorous  mind  had  been  sharpened  by  the 
necessities  of  a  self-reliant  ambition.  He  had  graduated  in  the 
course  of  study  common  to  a  New  England  public  school; 
had  spent  three  years  as  a  student  at  Dartmouth  College; 
when,  after  a  few  months'  study  in  the  office  of  a  lawyer,  he 
left  New  Hampshire  for  the  West.    Burlington,  then  a  new 
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town  in  a  Territory  from  which  the  Indian  title  had  but  re- 
•cently  been  extinguished  was  chosen  as  his  future  home.  In 
a  letter  to  his  sister  he  describes  the  town  as  follows:  "Bur- 
lington is  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  about  as  large 
as  Nashua  Village.  The  houses  are  not  as  lai^e  and  splen- 
did, for  a  good  many  are  built  of  logs.  But  there  are  as  many 
inhabitants  taking  out  the  factory-girls  there.  One  street  runs 
■exactly  up  the  bank  facing  the  water.  There  is  but  one  row 
of  buildings  on  this  street,  not  more  than  fifty  feet  from  the 
water.  My  oflSce  is  on  Second  street,  right  back  of  Water 
street  and  parallel  with  it.  There  are  three  stores  on  Second 
street,  offices,  etc.  There  are  in  the  town  six  doctors,  five 
lawyers  with  myself,  sixteen  stores,  five  or  six  groceries,  or,  in 
New  England  called  grog-shops.  No  minister  in  town.  We 
had  one,  but  he  died  a  few  days  ago.'*  Such  was  the  western 
home  in  which  he  began  his  distinguished  career. 

One  of  the  ruling  characteristics  of  his  mind  was  the  pur- 
pose to  secure  the  independence  which  results  from  accumula- 
tion. He  saw  that  the  new  country  afforded  opportunities  for 
investment  that  would  yield  fair  gains  in  addition  to  his  earn- 
ings by  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  had  an  intuition 
for  speculation,  especially  by  investment  in  real  estate.  So 
we  find  that  he  early  became  a  partner  in  the  ownership  of  a 
tract  of  land  near  Burlington  which  he  cultivated  several 
years  and  from  the  sale  of  which  he  realized  a  comfortable 
-addition  to  his  growing  estate. 

In  a  letter  written  to  his  sister  in  these  pioneer  days,  he 
«ays :  *  *  The  hundred  dollars  I  received  from  you  I  invested  in 
town  property  in  Bloomington  in  Muscatine  County.  I  was 
this  very  day  offered  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  lot 
and  refused  it.  I  will  sell  when  I  can  get  enough  for  it,  and 
purchase  you  a  farm.  I  should  have  been  independently  rich 
if  I  had  had  any  money  when  I  came  to  this  place.  It  is  now 
the  Seat  of  Grovemment  for  the  Territory,  smd  property  is 
worth  ten  times  as  much  as  it  was  when  I  came."  And  again 
he  writes  to  his  parents  in  1846 :  **I  know  not  whether  I  told 
you  about  a  speculation  that  I  was  trying  to  make  while  I  was 
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Sast,  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  I  do  not  like  to  talk  about  my- 
•self  so  much,  nor  to  brag,  but  I  know  you  want  to  hear  all 
about  me,  and  I  will  therefore  say  that  I  was  fortunate  in  the 
operation  and  succeeded  beyond  my  hopes  even,  in  making 
money  by  it.  Our  law  business  is  still  good  (himself  and  part- 
Tter,  Henry  W.  Starr)  much  the  best  of  any  lawyers  in  the 
Territory."  He  uniformly  took  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  young  men ;  and  his  advice  to  them  was  never  to 
become  active  in  politics  until  they  had  secured  a  competency. 
Liater  in  life,  when  he  had  himself,  by  taking  his  own  medicine, 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  fortune  he  said  to  a  young  student: 
^*  Stick  to  your  law  until  you  can  make  a  lawyer  of  yourself, 
and  get  a  practice,  and  save  money;  then  it  will  do  to  play 
^with  politics.  You  do  not  need  much  money.  I  commenced 
with  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  law-books,  and  accumulated  by 
-degrees,  until  I  had  the  best  library  in  town.  A  determined, 
I>€rsistent  industry  will  secure  success  anywhere,  and  without 
it  no  one  can  succeed.  Learn  to  read  and  speak  deliberately ; 
you  can  do  neither  too  slowly."  Thus  his  entire  correspond- 
^  ence  and  many  of  his  public  utterances  show  the  bent  of  his 
mind  in  respect  to  the  advantages  and  independence  which 
eome  with  a  good  bank  account.  But  while  he  was  fond  of 
^ain  it  never  became,  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else,  the 
ruling  passion  of  his  mind,  nor  did  it  blunt  the  impulses  of  a 
naturally  generous  heart. 

In  all  the  years  of  his  laborious  and  active  career  he  pre- 
served his  love  for  domestic  life,  and  the  quiet  of  his  home. 
In  a  letter  to  his  wife,  written  from  Washington,  he  says:  *'I 
cannot  endure  the  practice  of  turning  night  into  day.  Eating 
dinner  from  four  to  six  o  'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  going  to 
bed  at  three  or  four  in  the  morning ;  yet  I  am  compelled  to  fall 
in,  in  some  degree,  with  this  method  of  living.  As  I  have 
strolled  about  the  city,  you  cannot  imagine  how  often  I  have 
thanked  God  that  I  was  not  cursed  with  a  fashionable  wife." 
And  again  he  writes  Mrs.  Grimes  from  Burlington  during  her 

absence  in  the  East:    **Tell  E that  I  have  the  best  crop 

of  onions  on  her  garden-plat  that  I  ever  raised,  and  beets  ditto. 
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Tell  her  also  that  we  have  a  genuine  mocking  bird  in  the  gar- 
den, the  noisest  feUow  I  ever  listened  to.  He  is  quite  tame^ 
and  sits  on  the  ground  and  on  the  grape  stakes  to  sing,  as  well 
as  on  the  trees.  I  have  a  nest  of  turtle  doves  in  the  fir  tree, 
with  two  young  doves  in  it,  besides  any  number  of  thrushes 
and  robins.*'  At  smother  time  he  writes:  **I  wish  I  were  at 
home  with  you,  wandering  about  the  garden,  as  I  should  be 
at  this  hour." 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  a  character  in  which  the  domes- 
tic impulse  so  predominated,  and  the  loVe  of  nature  in  its  sim- 
plest form  was  so  thoroughly  developed,  would  possess  many 
of  the  higher  moral  and  spiritual  attributes.  Thus  in  numer- 
ous letters  to  his  wife,  when  absent  from  home,  he  writes 
respecting  the  sermons  he  has  heard;  sometimes  even  giving 
a  synopsis  of  the  discourse.  On  one  occasion  he  writes  her  of 
a  sermon  by  Dr.  Hosmer,  going  into  details  as  to  the  subject 
treated.  During  his  Senatorial  career  Dr.  Channing  occupied 
the  Unitarian  pulpit  at  Washington  several  months.  It  was 
during  the  war.  He  must  have  been  a  constant  attendant  at 
this  church.  On  one  occasion  he  writes  Mrs.  Grimes  that  he 
had  attended  Channing 's  church  that  day  (Sunday)  and  had 
intended  going  again  in  the  evening,  but  was  detained  by 
company.  He  always  speaks  with  enthusiastic  admiration  of 
Dr.  Channing,  and  in  one  letter  says:  **He  preached  the 
best  sermon  this  evening  I  ever  heard."  The  ardent  patriot- 
ism of  Dr.  Channing  led  him  frequently  to  preach  upon  the 
inspiring  themes  which  were  uppermost  in  the  public  mind 
when  armies  were  being  marshaled  and  battles  fought  un- 
paralleled in  history.  Of  all  these  patriotic  discourses  he  gave 
her  the  outlines  with  expressions  of  the  highest  admiration  and 
the  most  genuine  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  character 
of  Dr.  Channing. 

A  busy,  ambitious  and  studious  man  with  a  taste  for  the 
religious  philosophy  of  Channing  could  not  fail  to  possess 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  philanthropist,  and  to  a 
large  extent  be  governed  by  moral  purposes  in  his  pK>litical 
convictions  and  public  activities.    The  early  years  of  his  life 
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inrere  devoted  to  the  business  of  his  profession,  and  to  the  in- 
▼estment  and  management  of  his  earnings.  During  these 
yeaxs  he  gave  but  little  time  to  politics;  and  not  until  he  felt 
himself  secure  in  his  fortune,  did  he  permit  himself  to  be 
drawn  aside  from  the  purposes  to  which  he  had  devoted  his 
youthful  vigor.  Prior  to  his  election  as  Governor,  notwith- 
standing  he  wiets  a  Whig  in  politics  and  Des  Moines  county  was 
almost  uniformly  Democratic,  he  had  been  elected  to  the  first 
Liegislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  which  convened 
at  Burlington  November  12, 1838 ;  to  the  sixth,  which  convened 
at  Iowa  City,  December  4,  1843;  and  to  the  fourth  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  which  convened  at  Iowa  City  December 
6,  1852.  Although  he  was  in  the  minority  politically,  he  was 
active  and  influential  in  each  of  these  Assemblies,  and  by  his 
industry  and  ability  gave  direction  to  legislative  action  upon 
many  of  the  questions  to  which  attention  was  given  during  this 
formative  period  in  the  Territory  and  in  the  State.  At  this 
early  day  in  his  political  life  he  began  to  exhibit  those  traits  of 
'  character  which  distinguished  him  as  a  frank,  bold,  intrepid 
and  independent  thinker  and  actor  throughout  his  later  career. 
He  was  a  Whig,  but  never  so  much  of  a  partisan  as  to  follow 
the  lead  of  his  party  friends  in  anything  that  did  not  command 
the  approval  of  his  judgment.  He  was  an  advocate  of  temper- 
ance legislation  far  in  advance  of  the  sentiment  of  his  party  or 
the  country,  at  this  time.  He  was  an  Anti-Slavery  Whig,  and 
opposed  with  speech  and  vote  every  attempt  to  stultify  the 
public  conscience  of  the  North,  or  tarnish  the  good  name  of 
Iowa,  with  anything  akin  to  the  black-laws  which  constituted 
a  hideous  chapter  in  the  history,  and  a  dark  page  in  the  statute 
books  of  several  Northern  states.  He  opposed  any  attempt 
to  limit  the  right  to  testify  in  courts  of  justice  to  white  citi- 
zens. He  was  far  in  advance  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  pe- 
riod in  relation  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Women.  The 
following  is  from  a  letter  to  his  wife  in  1855 :  **  As  one  of  the 
signs  of  advancement,  a  lady  has  just  become  associated  with 
her  brother  in  the  editorial  management  of  a  newspaper  in 
-Cedar  county.    I  have,  of  course,  become  a  subscriber."   He 
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was  a  radical  in  relation  to  all  the  moral  issues  of  the  day, 
but  a  conservative  upon  all  the  financial  and  economic  issues 
of  the  times.  As  illustrating  his  loyalty  to  his  convictions  and 
his  consistency  of  purpose,  another  extract  from  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Grimes  must  here  be  inserted :  **Tou  ask  why  I  did  not 
attend  the  supper  at  Burlington,  and  speak  as  desired.  (Cele- 
brating the  completion  of  a  railroad).  In  the  first  place  I  did 
not  think  it  became  me,  occupying  the  position  I  do,  as  a  tem- 
perance man,  and  a  Governor  who  recommended  and  approved 
a  prohibitory  liquor  law,  to  attend  a  supper  where  it  was 
known  that  champagne  was  to  be  drank,  and  where  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  from  past  observation  that  some  of  the  guests 
and  hosts  would  be  drunk." 

We  come  now  to  recall  the  passages  in  his  life  which  have 
made  him  one  of  the  historic  figures  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived.  The  country  was  upon  the  threshold  of  the  great 
events  preceding  the  Rebellion.  These  events  aroused  the 
lion  in  his  nature.  Although  during  his  eighteen  years'  rea- 
dence  in  Iowa,  he  had  not  been  indifferent  to  public  affairs^ 
still  up  to  the  issue  made  by  slavery  with  modem  civilization, 
he  had  been  more  of  a  business  man  than  politician.  His 
New  England  forethought  and  thrift  had  induced  him  to  de- 
vote his  earlier  years  to  business  and  accumulation;  but  a 
great  crisis  had  now  arrived  which  led  him  to  enlist  all  his 
energies  of  body,  mind  and  heart  in  the  public  service. 

In  February,  1854,  he  was  nominated  by  a  convention  of 
the  Whig  party  for  Governor  of  the  State.  In  the  following 
March  his  nomination  was  endorsed  by  a  convention  of  Pree- 
Soilers.  lie  accepted  these  nominations.  The  public  mind 
was  thoroughly  aroused  in  view  of  the  determination  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Congress  to  repeal  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise and  open  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  which  had  been 
dedicated  to  freedom  by  that  Compromise,  to  the  blight  of 
human  slavery.  He  issued  an  address  to  the  **  people  of 
Iowa,"  in  which  he  discussed  the  issues  before  the  country 
with  great  ability  and  candor.  He  entered  upon  the  campaign 
with  determined  vigor;  driving  with  his  own  conveyance  from 
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county  to  comity,  and  speaking  at  all  the  principal  towns  of 
the  state.  He  rallied  to  his  support  the  great  majority  of  the 
"Whigs — all,  in  fact,  who  were  not  absolutely  pro-slavery  in 
sentiment — all  the  original  Free-Soilers,  and  a  contingent  of 
the  so-called  Democracy  who  were  in  revolt  against  the  Pro- 
Slavery  tendencies  of  their  party.  He  swept  over  the  State 
like  a  flame  of  fire.  The  writer — who,  as  a  young  man,  had 
just  come  to  the  State — remembers  well  attending  his  meeting 
in  Des  Moines.  The  Des  Moines  river  was  greatly  swollen 
by  recent  rains,  and  he  remembers  the  aptness  with  which  he 
used  it  to  illustrate  one  of  his  points.  He  was  commenting 
upon  the  declaration  of  Douglas  that  he  did  not  care  whether 
slavery  was  voted  up  or  voted  down  in  the  Territories,  and 
said:  **I  do  care.  The  American  people  care.  Mr.  Douglas 
might  as  well  attempt  to  dam  the  Des  Moines  river  with  prai- 
rie hay  as  to  try  to  eradicate  the  aspirations  for  universal 
freedom  from  the  soul  of  every  American  who  appreciates  his 
own  liberty." 

He  was  elected.  With  characteristic  force  and  purpose  he 
prepared  for  the  ceremony  of  inauguration,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  office.  Never  was  the  will  of  an  in- 
telligent and  patriotic  people  mor^  thoroughly  incarnated  in  a 
representative  head  than  was  the  awakened  conscience  of  the 
people  of  Iowa,  in  their  newly  elected  Governor.  There  was 
no  half-heartedness  in  his  Anti-Slavery  convictions.  On  the 
24th  of  June,  1855,  he  relates  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  then  ab- 
sent from  Burlington,  the  story  of  the  first,  and  probably  the 
only  arrest  made  under  the  Fugitive-Slave  Law  in  Iowa.  A 
Dr.  James  was  arrested  near  Burlington  with  a  negro  in  his 
carriage.  Bowie  knives  and  revolvers  were  drawn  on  him  by 
the  pursuers  and  he  and  the  negro  were  forced  into  town.  He 
says  there  was  great  excitement  in  town,  and  several  personal 
collisions  grew  out  of  it.  He  declares  his  purpose  to  afford 
no  aid  to  the  man-stealers.  You  can  plainly  read  between  the 
lines  that  he  was  determined  the  fugitive  should  never  be 
dragged  back  to  slavery;  as  he  quietly  says  that  it  was  pro- 
posed that  all  legal  means  for  release  should  be  tried  before 
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any  other  was  resorted  to.    He  then  moralizes  as  to  whether, 
being  (Jovemor,  he  should  act  as  he  would  as  a  private  indi- 
Tidual.    On  the  27th  he  writes:    "The  negro  is  free,  and  in 
on  his  way  to  Canada.    A  great  crQwd  yesterday  in  town.    I 
sent  on  Monday  to  Davids,  via  Yellow  Springs  and  Huron, 
and  told  my  friends  ana  the  friends  of  the  slave  to  be  present 
at  the  trial.     They  were  there  en  masse;  Marion  Hall  was 
filled.     •     •     •    •    Rorer   and    Crocker   appeared    for   the 

Negro.    When  the  decision  was  made,  such  a  shout  went  up 
as  was  never  heard  in  that  hall  before.     Judge  Ix)we,  was 
brought  from  Keokuk,  Monday,  in  the  night,  and  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  ready  to  be  served  if  the  decision  had  been 
adverse  to  us.    Writs  were  sued  out  against  the  Negro-Stealers 
for  kidnapping,  assault,  etc ;  but  unfortunately  they  escaped 
before  service  could  be  made  upon  them.    I  am  satisfied  that 
the  Negro  would  never  have  been  taken  into  slavery  from 
Burlington.     Our  friends,  Colonel  Warren  and  Rev.  W.  P. 
Cowles,  showed  that  there  was  some  marrow  in  their  spinal 
columns.     ••••••    The  State,  the  town  and  the 

people,  thank  God,  are  saved  from  di^race.  How  opinions 
change!  Four* years  ago,  Mr.  Salter  and  myself,  and  not  to 
exceed  three  others  in  town,  were  the  only  men  who  dared  to 
express  an  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  Fugitive-Slave  Law; 
and  because  we  did  express  such  opinions,  we  were  denounced 
like  pick-pockets.  Now  three-fourths  of  the  reading  and  re- 
flecting people  agree  with  me  in  my  statements  on  the  law. 
It  is  a  blessed  thing  that  there  is  no  ebb  to  the  principles  and 
progress  of  freedom;  it  is  always  a  flood-tide." 

In  the  administration  of  his  duties  as  Governor  he  was 
courageous  and  self-reliant.  The  years  covering  his  term  of 
oflSce  was  the  turbulent  period  portending  the  civil  war.  He 
never  cowered  in  presence  of  the  threats  and  violence  of  the 
times.  The  Border  Ruffianism  in  Kansas — ^the  invasion  of 
the  Territory  by  armed  marauders — the  plunder  and  murder 
of  the  Free  State  citizens — the  seizure  of  the  ballot-box  and 
overthrow  of  free  elekitions — the  subserviency  of  the  Pro- 
Slavery  tribunals,  called  courts,  all  tended  to  arouse  in  the 
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public  mind  throughout  the  North  intense  feeling  and  resent- 
ment. The  Governor  not  only  shared  this  indignation  of  his 
countr3rmen,  but  he  was  not  the  man  to  remain  a  silent  specta- 
tor of  these  outrages.  He  was  not  a  stranger  to  President 
Pierce,  the  subservient  tool  of  the  frenzied  South.  They  were 
from  the  same  State,  almost  from  the  same  neighborhood ;  had 
been  students  at  the  same  college,  but  were  widely  separated  in 
political  views  and  in  their  judgment  of  the  rights  of  man. 
We  have  no  account  of  any  correspondence  between  them  until 
Grimes  the  Gtovemor — after  various  outrages  upon  former 
lowans  who  had  chosen  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  homes 
in  Kansas,  and  after  these  were  known  to  have  been  killed; 
others  driven  from  the  Territory;  whilst  the  roads  entering 
its  borders  and  fords  of  the  rivers  had  been  picketed  by 
armed  invaders  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  free  State  citi- 
zens— wrote  the  President  demanding  the  protection  of  former 
citizens  of  Iowa  in  that  Territory.  It  was  an  able  and  timely 
letter.  He  followed  it  up  by  the  suggestion  of  a  like  letter 
from  Governor  Chase  in  respect  to  outrages  upon  former 
citizens  of  Ohio ;  and  by  the  further  suggestion  of  a  meeting 
of  the  Governors  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and 
Iowa,  at  Chicago,  to  consult,  and  make  a  joint  demand  upon 
the  President  for  the  protection  of  peaceful  citizens  passing 
from  these  States  into  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Although 
Democratic  newspapers  and  orators  at  the  time  sought  to 
evade  the  force  of  this  letter  by  cheap  criticism  and  dull  at- 
tempts at  satire,  it  proved  to  be  one  among  the  historic  inci- 
dents of  the  era,  quickening  public  apprehension  and  directing 
public  thought  to  the  dangers  of  the  situation  in  Kansas ;  and 
in  the  end  was  influential  in  defeating  the  purposes  of  slave 
propagandists  in  that  territory.  His  expression  of  intense 
feeling  and  fierce  indignation  at  the  crimes  of  slavery  in  Kan- 
sas were  not  confined  to  this  letter ;  every  message  to  the  Leg- 
islature bristled  with  denunciations  of  these  outrages  upon  the 
ballot-box  and  these  crimes  against  free  Government. 

Whilst  his  soul  was  on  fire  with  the  purpose  to  do  his  part 
ss  a  public  oflScer  to  right  these  wrongs  in  another  Territory, 
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he  was  not  indifferent  to  the  necessities  and  future  welfare 
of  his  own  State.  During  his  administration  the  foundation  of 
the  Insane  Hospital  at  Mount  Pleasant  was  laid.  He  tock  a 
deep  interest  in  all  the  details  preparatory  to  locating  and 
building  this  institution ;  visited  and  examined  other  institu- 
tions of  a  like  .character  in  other  states,  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted himself  with  the .  various  requirements  of  well- 
equipped  hospitals.  In  short,  he  was  familiar  with  all  the 
routine  duties  and  minor  details  of  the  ofiSce. 

At  the  close  of  his  term,  which  was  shortened  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  New  Constitution  for  Iowa,  his  fellow-citizens 
transferred  him  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Since  the  day 
he  had  obtained  a  foot-hold  in  public  life  it  had  been  the 
opinion  of  those  nearest  him,  and  those  most  conversant  with 
his  character,  that  he  was  destined  to  play  a  conspicuous  part 
in  a.  broader  field  than  had  been  afforded  him  in  Iowa. 

His  early  service  in  the  United  States  Senate  shows  the  pe- 
culiar bent  of  his  mind.  In  a  conversation  with  a  friend*  near 
the  close  of  his  public  life,  he  said  to  him :  **  When  I  entered 
the  Senate  I  soon  determined  that  I  would  not  try  to  spread 
myself  over  all  the  business  of  Congress.  I  resolved  to  make 
myself  thoroughly  conversant  with  whatever  business  might 
be  assigned  to  me  particularly,  and  only  keep  informed  of  the 
general  run  of  affairs  in  the  Senate  so  far  as  to  be  prepared  to 
vote  upon  all  questions  intelligently."  Carrying  into  practice 
these  preconceived  purposes,  he  found  himself  early  in  his 
Congressional  service  assigned  to  the  Committees  on  Pensions 
and  Private  Land  Claims.  To  the  business  of  these  Commit- 
tees he  gave  assiduous  labor.  His  qualifications  for  business, 
however,  were  soon  acknowledged  by  his  fellow-Senators  in  his 
transfer  to  the  Committees  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  His  acquaintance  with  the  business  of  these 
two  Committees,  and  especially  with  every  detail  of  the  Naval 
service,  was  the  marvel  of  his  official  career.  His  knowledge 
of  the  vessels  and  their  armament  and  equipment;  of  the 
personnel  of  their  officers ;  of  the  location  and  needs  of  the 
Navy  yards;  and  the  requirements  of  the  Naval  Academy^ 
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became  proverbial  in  the  Senate.     In  the  Qreat  BebeUion^ 
when  the  Navy  stood  only  second  in  importance  and  in  public 
interest  to  the  Army,  his  information  and  his  memory  in  com- 
mittee  room  and  debate  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  were 
never  at  fault,  down  to  the  smallest  detail  of  the  service. 
During  his  career  in  the  Senate  he  made  very  few  set  speeches ; 
probably  not  more  than  three  or  four.    He  was,  however,  a 
ready  and  able  debater,  possessing  a  fund  of  information  upon 
every  question,  on  which  he  took  sufficient  interest  to  speak, 
that  always  gave  him  the  attention  of  the  Senate.    His  first 
speech  in  the  Senate  was  in  reply  to  Toombs  of  Georgia,  who 
had  arraigned  the  Free  States  for  passing  what  were  termed 
Personal  Liberty  laws.    He  probably  did  not  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  more  than  ten  minutes  in  a  defense  of 
Iowa,  but  it  gave  him  standing  from  that  time  forward  as  a 
bold,  ready,  and  forcible  debater.    Toombs  was  no  mean  antag- 
onist in  an  encounter  of  this  kind,  but  he  did  not  attempt  to 
put  aside  the  rejoinder  of  the  new  Iowa  Senator  with  a  sneer. 
He  also  spoke  briefly  during  the  first  few  months  of  his  serv- 
ice upon  the  Homestead  Bill.    He  was  opposed  to  all  extrava- 
gance, and  in  the  running  debates  of  the  Senate  on  the  appro- 
priation bills  frequently  attacked  what  seemed  to  him  to  be 
extravagant  expenditures.    As  indicating  how  indifferent  he 
was  to  the  purpose  of  gaining  public  approbation  by  securing 
local  advantages  for  his  own  state,  unless  they  seemed  to  him 
a  national  benefit,  and  how  thoroughly  he  depended  upon  his 
own  character  and  personal  standing  as  a  Senator  to  retain  his 
hold  upon  his  constituency,  the  following  quotation  from  one 
of  his  speeches  is  in  point :  **  There  are  many  useless  offices  in 
my  State  which  ought  to  be  abolished.  We  have  half-a-dozen — 
I  speak  without  knowing  the  exact  number — custom-houses  in 
our  State,  fifteen,  sixteen  or  eighteen  hundred  miles  above  tide- 
water, where  we  have  Surveyors  of  Ports,  to  whom  the  Govern- 
ment is  paying  annual  salaries  of  six  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 
We  have  many  other  offices  which  are  useless.     I  have  been 
waiting  very  patiently  during  the  entire  session  in  the  hope 
that  some  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  are  so  much 
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outraged  at  the  profligate  expenditures  of  the  Republican 
party,  would  introduce  a  bill  abolishing  these  offices.  We 
have  in  the  town  in  which  I  have  the  honor  to  reside,  a  Marine 
Hospital,  built  at  consideiuble  expense  to  the  Government, 
which  never  had  a  patient,  and  in  all  probability  never  will 
have.    It  ought  to  be  abolished." 

He  had  given  some  attention  to  naval  matters  prior  to  his 
CJongressional  service.    And  after  he  became  a  Senator  and 
had  been  appointed  on  the  Naval  Committee,  especially  after 
the  mutterings  of  civil  war  began  to  awaken  apprehension  in 
every  thinking  mind,  his  interest  in  the  Navy  was  greatly  in- 
tensified and  became  with  him  almost  a  passion.    As  early  as 
March,  1860,  he  spoke  upon  a  proposition  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  moving  an  amendment  looking  to 
the  assignment  of  all  officers  and  men  to  active  duty.    In  Jan- 
uary, 1861,  he  moved  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  expense  of  building  a 
steel  or  iron-clad  gunboat,  on  which  he  briefly  addressed  the 
Senate ;  and  in  the  following  February  he  advocated  the  con- 
struction of  a  screw  sloop  of  war.     From  this  time  on  he 
worked  and  advocated  with  tongue  and  pen  the  enlargement 
and  strengthening  of  the  Navy.    He  began  the  agitation  and 
fairly  pounded  and  hounded  the  Senate  upon  the  question 
of  building  iron  clads.    The  Naval  Academy,  the  Navy  Yards, 
the  Ericsson  Monitor  experiment,  the  flotilla  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  its  tributaries,  the  brilliant  achievements  of 
Commodore  Foote,  its  early  commandant,  the  movements  on 
the  Atlantic  Coast  of  Commodore  DuPont,  the  victories  of 
the  matchless  Farragut,  the  world  renowned  triumph  of  the 
Monitor  over  the  Merrimac,  and  the  laureled  name  of  its  Com- 
mandant, John  L.  Worden,  the  fleets  of  Commodore  Porter 
and  their  achievements,  were  his  constant  themes  of  speech 
and  eulogy  during  the  stormy  period  of  the  war.     He  nad 
foreseen  more  clearly  than  most  of  his  cotemporaries  the 
coming  storm,   and  had   made  the  knowledge  which  from 
natural  taste  he  had  acquired  of  the  Navy  available,  to  pro- 
mote this  most  effective  arm  of  the  military  service. 
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That  he  foresaw  the  gathering  storm  of  the  Bebellion  ift 
plainly  apparent  in  his  correspondence  with  friends  and  in  his 
declarations  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  He,  however, 
never  wavered  or  weakened  in  his  judgment  and  action  upon 
the  public  questions  with  which  he  was  called  to  deal.  As 
the  winter  of  1860  and  '61  was  laden  with  one  sensation  after 
another,  he  stood  at  his  post  pursuing  with  unwearying  rounds 
the  daily  duties  of  a  Senator,  and  watching  from  his  outlook 
the  march  of  events  which  he  foresaw  must  end  in  civil  war. 
The  people  throughout  the  country  were  intensely  anxious, 
and  yet  many  were  hopeful  that  through  some  interposition  of 
a  Divine  inspiration,  or  by  some  returning  wave  of  patriotism, 
war  might  be  averted.  He  saw  that  the  people  at  home  did 
not  fully  comprehend  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Southern 
insurrectionists.  Among  other  propositions  which  many  weU 
meaning  persons  hoped  might  solve  the  problem  of  peace, 
were  the  ** Crittenden  resolutions;"  others  hoped  a  peaceful 
solution  might  come  from  the  so-called  ** Peace  Conference." 
He  knew  the  futility  of  these  experiments,  and  in  a  letter  to 
Governor  Kirkwood,  forewarned  the  people  of  Iowa,  of  the 
impossibility,  of  accepting  any  proposition  coming  from  the 
South,  without  an  utter  sacrifice  of  manhood,  and  all  the 
cherished  principles  of  a  free  and  liberty-loving  people.  The 
letter  was  long,  most  patriotic  and  convincing.  There  is  space 
here  for  a  single  paragraph  which  is  refreshing  to  read  even 
to-day:  ** There  are  other  provisions  in  the  'Crittenden  reso- 
lutions' which  to  my  mind  are  wholly  inadmissible;  but  let 
them  pass.  My  objection  is  to  any  compromise.  I  will  never 
consent  to  compromise,  or  the  imposition  of  terms  upon  me 
or  the  people  I  represent,  under  threats  of  breaking  up  the 
Gtovemment.  I  will  not  give  reasons  under  compulsion.  No 
surer  or  more  effectual  way  could  be  devised  for  converting 
this  into  a  revolutionary  Government  than  the  adoption  of  a 
compromise  expedient  at  this  time." 

Finally,  when  the  war  came  as  he  had  foreseen  it  must  come, 
he  threw  himself  into  the  business  of  the  special  session  of  Con- 
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gresa  with  all  the  force  and  fervor  of  an  inspired  patriotism. 
His  sleepless  ardor  and  passionate  zeal  did  not  flag  or  grow 
cold  during  the  four  terrible  years  of  the  war.  As  we  have 
«een,  the  Navy  was  his  special  department  of  the  service  to 
which  he  devoted  his  ceaseless  efforts  and  his  most  untiring  an- 
ergic. But  he  was  awake  and  alert  in  respect  to  every  mear 
sure  of  the  Government  and  to  every  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion in  its  dealings  with  the  rebellion.  He  was  a  radical. 
There  was  no  halfway  house  at  which  he  could  halt  while 
armed  foes  of  his  country  were  in  the  saddle.  He  was  con- 
stantly in  advance  of  the  President  in  advocacy  of  radical 
measures  in  respect  to  slavery.  In  view  of  his  far-seeing 
sagacity  there  is  one  episode  in  his  senatorial  career  that  must 
surprise  some  of  his  friends.  He  fiercely  criticised  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  earlier  policy  in  respect  to  slavery  and  escaped 
slaves.  But  it  is  plain  to  the  student  of  history  to-day  that  the 
great  President  had  but  one  object  in  view  in  dealing  with  the 
slavery  issue  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  war.  He  knew 
that  radical  measures  would  in  all  human  probability  drive  the 
Border  States  into  the  Rebellion;  and  to  save  these  to  the 
Union  it  was  necessary  he  should  be  misunderstood  and  have 
his  motives  misconstrued.  Senator  Grimes  was  one  who  thus 
misconstrued  his  motives.  In  writing  his  wife  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  Fremont  from  the  command  of  the  Department  of 
Missouri  he  says:  ** Whatever  may  have  been  his  acts,  or 
omissions  to  act,  however,  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that 
the  real  cause  of  his  removal  was  the  proclamation  (freeing 
slaves  of  rebels)  and  which  he  failed  to  modify  in  accordance 
with  the  President's  wishes.  That  is  the  great  sin  for  which  he 
was  punished.'*  In  line  with  these  opinions,  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1862,  he  introduced  into  the  Senate  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  *  *  Resolved  (as  the  opinion  of  the  Senate) ,  That  it  is  the 
right  and  duty  of  the  Government  to  call  all  loyal  persons 
within  the  rebellious  States  to  its  armed  defense  against  the 
traitors  who  are  seeking  its  overthrow.*'  About  this  time  he 
writes  Mrs.  Grimes :    **  You  observe  that  Mr.  Welles  has  issued 
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a  circular,  directing  'oontrabands,'  as  he  calls  them,  to  be  en- 
listed in  the  Naval  Service.  This  must  be  finally  followed  up 
by  an  Army  order,  sooner  or  later,  and  then  comes  the  end  of 
slavery.  I  regard  the  employment  of  colored  persons  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  as  of  vastly  more  importance  in  putting  an 
end  to  slavery  than  all  of  the  Confiscation  acts  that  could  be 
devised  by  the  ingenuity  of  man/'  Again  he  writes:  **The 
President  has  to-day  rescinded  Hunter's  proclamation  (an- 
nulling slavery  in  his  department).  The  result  will  be  a 
general  row  in  the  country.  All  the  radical  Republicans  are 
indignant  but  me,  and  I  am  not,  because  I  have  expected  it  and 
was  ready  for  it.  They  did  not  anticipate  it,  though  I  ha,ve 
told  them  all  along  that  it  was  sure  to  come.  But  the  end  must 
come,  protracted  by  the  obstinacy  and  stupidity  of  rulers  it 
may  be,  but  come  it  will  nevertheless. ' '  Notwithstanding  these 
evidences  of  his  extreme  views  respecting  the  policy  of  dealing 
with  slavery  under  the  war  powers  of  the  Government  he 
doubtless  in  the  end  must  have  seen  that  the  President  was 
right  and  he  was  wrong.  But  then  radical  views  at  this  early 
stage  of  the  war  were  natural  to  a  man  of  his  uncompromising 
convictions  and  resolute  directness.  He  was  terribly  in  earn- 
est, and  from  his  natural  make  up  there  could  be  no  dallying 
with  the  circumlocutions  (»f  policy.  He  therefore  could  not 
conceive  a  possibility  of  ever  weakening  the  cause  of  the  Grov- 
emment  by  striking  the  rebellion  at  every  vulnerable  point. 
He  ,made  one  of  his  longest  speeches,  denouncing  General 
Halleck's  famous  order  No.  3  for  the  return  of  fugitives  to 
their  owners,  declaring  it  not  only  inhuman  but  a  surrender 
•  of  the  basic  principle  of  military  success. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  became  its  Chairman.  He  became  thoroughly 
interested  in  its  duties  and  its  opportunities  for  usefulness. 
Among  other  things  the  District  Jail  was  an  object  of  his  in- 
vestigation, in  which  he  found  abuses  that  aroused  his  intense 
resentment.  His  appeals  to  the  President  and  speeches  in  the 
Senate  in  respect  to  these  abuses,  illustrate  his  interest  in  the 
helpless  and  oppressed.    In  this  loathsome  prison  pen,  which 
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he  visited  many  times  in  person,  he  found  a  number  of  sol- 
diers who  had  either  straggled  or  deserted  from  their  com- 
mands. He  insisted  that  they  should  either  be  discharged  or 
returned  to  their  regiments  to  be  dealt  with  under  military 
laws.  He  also  found  a  large  number  of  negroes,  who  were 
imprisoned  for  various  alleged  reasons,  some  of  whom  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
country  occupied  by  the  Federal  armies,  to  flee  from  their 
owners  and  take  refuge  in  Washington.  But  followed  by  the 
pro-slavery  spirit  of  the  city,  they  had  been  imprisoned  in 
these  dungeons,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  reputed  owner.  In 
respect  to  these  fugitives,  he  denounced  the  whole  proceeding 
— the  marshal  and  his  subordinates;  and  in  accordance  with 
his  radical  views  in  respect  to  slavery,  he  did  not  cease  his 
efforts  until  they  were  set  at  liberty.  This  was  the  golden  op- 
portunity of  his  Senatorial  service,  in  which  he  was  able  to 
reach  results  in  accordance  with  his  opinions  upon  the  slavery 
question. 

Finally,  the  war  closed,  and  with  it  terminated  all  his  re- 
sentments. When  there  was  nothing  left  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy but  its  legs  and  its  leaders,  he  laid  off  his  war  paint. 
It  is  true  he  believed  in  securing  the  results  of  the  war  by 
constitutional  amendments,  and  a  reconstruction  policy  estab- 
lishing forever  the  rights  of  the  Unionists  and  colored  people 
of  the  South.  Beyond  this  he  had  no  other  feeling  than  that 
of  good  will  and  generous  wishes  for  the  future  of  the  van- 
quished rebels.  From  this  time  forward  until  the  close  of  his 
Senatorial  services,  although  in  failing  health,  he  performed 
the  routine  duties  which  are  ever  demanding  attention  of  the 
Senator,  with  the  same  fidelity  that  characterized  all  his  rela- 
tions to  the  public  service  throughout  his  oflScial  career. 

There  was  one  act,  however,  among  the  crowning  duties  of 
his  public  life  which  illustrated  his  real  character,  and  brought 
upon  him  the  severe  criticisin  of  a  great  many  people  who 
had  been  his  personal  and  political  friends.  This  was  hm 
course  on  the  trial  of  President  Johnson.  Notwithstanding 
the  harsh  judgment  of  many  Republicans,  in  the  excitement 
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of  the  hour,  there  is  no  doubt  a  great  majority  of  those  who 
felt  that  his  course  was  a  public  grievance  have  revised  their 
opinions  both*  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  decision  and  the  mo- 
tives by  which  he  was  actuated.  It  was  believed  by  some 
that  he  was  influenced  by  personal  regard  for  Andrew  John- 
son ;  by  others  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  Senator  Wade, 
who,  under  the  law  at  that  time,  would  become  the  acting 
President;  and  by  others  that  Senator  Fessenden,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Chase,  and  Senator  Grimes,  who  were  known  to  be  on 
very  friendly  relations  with  each  other,  and  neither  of  whom 
were  thought  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  impeachment  pro- 
ceedings, had  a  mutual  purpose  to  do  what  they  could  to  de- 
feat conviction  without  regard  to  law  or  evidence.  Thus  the 
most  unreasonable  and  improbable  rumors  were  set  afloat  and 
were  readily  believed.  The  truth  was  that  the  public  misun- 
derstood his  views  of  the  relation  which  a  Senator  sustained 
to  the  case.  There  is  no  doubt  that  from  the  beginning  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  political  blunder.  The  opinion 
which  he  delivered,  although  almost  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  law  and  evidence  in  the  case,  revealed  his  judgment  of 
its  political  impropriety.  Still,  it  was  not  his  belief  that  his 
views  of  the  political  aspect  of  the  question  should  influence 
his  decision  in  the  trial.  He  regarded  himself  as  standing  in 
the  relation  of  juror  in  a  ckse  being  tried  upon  law  and  evi- 
dence. And  such  being  his  relation  to  the  case  he  was  not  tg 
know  or  consider  anything  that  might  be  thought  or  said  of 
Andrew  Johnson  outside  the  Senate  chamber,  and  outside  of 
the  evidence  introduced  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  conducting  the  trial.  The  writer  remembers 
reading  his  opinion,  and  that  of  Senator  Fessenden,  who  was 
regarded  as  having  no  superior  in  his  power  of  clear,  exact, 
and  forcible  statement;  still  the  writer  believed  at  the  time, 
and  upon  re-reading  these  opinions  in  the  cooler  atmosphere 
which  the  lapse  of  twenty-six  years  has  brought  with  it,  he 
still  thinks  the  opinion  of  Grimes  is  as  clear  and  convincing 
as  that  of  his  great  cotemporary.  That  he  was  not  influenced 
by  his  regard  for  Johnson  is  shown  by  an  extract  from  a  letter 
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written  to  his  wife  soon  after  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln;  he  says:  **I  am  full  of  forebodings  about  Johnson. 
He  is  loyal  enough,  but  he  is  a  man  of  low  instincts,  vindic- 
tive, violent,  and  of  bad  habits.  His  course  will  depend 
much  upon  the  hands  he  falls  into  at  the  outset.  I  hope  he 
will  be  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  prove  a  good  President. 
The  performance  of  the  fourth  of  last  March  ^^as  not  a  very 
flattering  augury  of  the  future. '  *  Again  he  says  in  his  opinion 
on  the  impeachment  trial:  *'I  have  no  apology  to  make  for 
the  President's  speeches.  Grant  that  they  were  indiscreet, 
indecorous,  vulgar,  shall  we  not,  by  his  conviction  on  this 
article,  violate  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  which  guarantees 
to  him  the  freedom  of  speech  f  But  acting  in  a  judicial  ca- 
pacity, uninfluenced  by  political  considerations,  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  President  had  'been  guilty  of  an  impeachable 
offense,  and  was  not  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
Upon  the  announcement  of  his  decision  there  was  a  storm  of 
indignation  among  his  former  party  friends.  Various  things 
conspired  to  intensify  and  embitter  the  public  judgment.  The 
prejudices  of  the  great  war  were  still  at  white  heat.  The  fool- 
ish speeches  of  the  President  were  regarded  as  a  public  shame. 
His  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  raised  a  question  in  many 
minds  of  his  loyalty.  And  then,  too,  no  doubt,  some  people 
were  influenced  by  the  selfish  hope  that  in  a  new  deal  in  the 
appointments  to  public  offices,  they  might  receive  the  consid- 
eration of  the  new  administration.  None  of  these  things,  how- 
ever, moved  Senator  Grimes.  That  he  was  deeply  grieved 
and  was  intensely  sensitive  to  the  criticisms  of  his  party 
friends  and  of  the  public  press  he  did  not  attempt  to  conceal. 
His  health  had  not  been  strong  for  some  months  prior  to  these 
proceedings.  He  was  advised  by  friends  not  to  risk  the 
chances  of  trying  to  occupy  his  seat  in  the  Senate  during  the 
impeachment  trial.  But  his  feelings  were  thoroughly  enlisted 
in  what  he  regarded  as  the  crisis  of  the  Republic,  and  his  con- 
victions were  so  strong  as  to  his  duty,  that  acting  upon  the 
principles  which  had  illustrated  his  life,  he  scorned  the 
thought  of  counting  consequences  personal  to  himself.    Two 
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<lays  after  he  had  delivered  his  opinian  on  the  impeadiment 
trial,  while  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  stricken  with  par- 
alysis in  the  right  side.  For  several  weeks  he  was  compara- 
tively helpless,  but  finally  so  far  recovered  as  to  spend  the 
summer  of  1868  in  traveling  through  the  eastern  states,  re- 
turning to  his  Senatorial  duties  the  following  winter.  In  the 
spring  of  1869,  with  his  family,  he  visited  Europe;  was  in 
London  during  the  excitement  caused  by  Senator  Sumner's 
speech  upon  the  Alabama  Claims;  and  by  a  communication 
to  The  London  Times,  and  an  interview  with  John  Bright  was 
influential  in  correcting  a  misapprehension  respecting  Ameri- 
•can  feeling  and  purposes.  In  Paris  he  had  a  second  paralytic 
Attack  and  soon  after  resigned  his  place  in  the  Senate  with  the 
purpose  of  remaining  abroad  a  year,  or  more,  and  trying  the 
-effect  upon  his  health  of  new  scenes  and  absolute  rest  from 
•care  and  responsibility. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Europe  his  correspondence  with  his 
near  friends,  especially  with  Senator  Fessenden  and  his  old 
Burlington  neighbors,  is  highly  characteristic  and  very  inter- 
esting. He  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  German  people.  Their 
industry,  order,  neatness,  cultivation  of  the  beautiful  and 
aesthetic,  their  schools  and  freedom  from  poverty  and  misery, 
their  peaceful  lives  yet  military  prowess  when  war  was  on, 
were  themes  upon  which  he  dwelt  with  special  enthusiasm.  He 
bought  several  hundred  German  books  for  the  Library  at  Bur- 
lington which  he  had  founded,  in  order  to  interest  the  German 
people  in  the  Library.  In  a  letter  to  Senator  Fessenden  he 
writes:  ** There  is  one  thing  we  lack  in  America  more  than 
4iny  one  thing  else,  to  make  up  an  accurate  history  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  is  memoirs  of  our  public  men.  I  am  greatly 
struck  with  that  fact  here  (Paris)  where  they  have  been  so 
abundant.  What  kind  of  a  history  can  any  man  coming  after 
US  make  up  of  the  last  ten  years  from  the  newspapers?  None 
at  all.  Now  you  have  lived  in  the  most  eventful  period  of  our 
country's  history.  You  have  had  a  leading  part  in  public 
affairs  for  twenty-five  years ;  you  have  a  cool  head,  a  retentive 
memory  and  a  facile  pen.    I  insist  that  you  ought,  in  justice 
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to  the  future,  in  behalf  of  your  own  memory,  and  for  the  com- 
mon good,  to  spend  a  few  leisure  hours  every  day  in  preparing 
your  memoirs.  You  need  not  necessarily  take  up  subjects 
seriatim;  begin  with  any  one  of  the  interesting  topics,  and 
after  one  is  completed  you  will  be  more  in  a  humor  to  begin 
another.  If  you  do  not  choose  to  publish  them  in  your  own 
time,  leave  them  to  be  published  in.  some  future  time,  in  vindi- 
cation of  your  memory  and  to  promote  the  cause  of  truth." 

A  few  months  after  writing  this  letter  the  news  reached  him 
that  Senator  Fessenden  had  died,  September  8,  1869.  He  says 
in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  Mr.  Lyman  Cook,  of  Burlington:  **I 
have  never  been  afflicted  by  the  death  of  any  one  as  by  the 
sudden  decease  of  Mr.  Fessenden."  And  he  continues  at  some 
length,  to  pay  a  most  feeling  and  pathetic  tribute  to  his  friend. 

He  was  no  exception  to  the  rule  that  men  are  seldom  satis- 
fied with  their  achievements.  Writing  to  his  friend.  Cook,  he 
says:  ** Almost  every  American  newspaper  I  see  brings  the 
news  of  the  death  of  some  old  friend  and  associate;  and  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that  in  the  course  of  Nature  my  time  will 
soon  come,  and  when  I  ask  myself,  *  What  have  I  done  to  make 
the  world  better  for  having  lived  in  it?'  I  cannot  help  pro- 
nouncing the  judgment  that  my  life  has  been  a  failure.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  it  has  been  a  failure  in  what  I  have  done 
for  my  State  and  mankind,  in  comparison  with  what  has  been 
done  by  other  men,  but  in  comparison  with  what  I  might  and 
ought  to  have  done. ' '  And  again  he  writes  to  the  same  friend : 
**I  have  all  my  life  thought  of  the  happy  time  coming  when  I 
should  be  entirely  free  from  all  business,  and  care,  and  anx- 
iety, and  when  nothing  and  nobody  could  in  any  way  control 
or  influence  my  conduct  and  movements.  Well,  I  have  reached 
that  period  in  my  existence,  and  I  do  not  find  what  I  expected. 
One  cannot  sever  himself  from  the  world;  he  cannot  be  free 
from  care,  and  he  must  become  perplexed  about  his  own 
affairs  and  about  the  affairs  of  others.  One's  thoughts  must 
be  occupied,  or  else  the  discomfort  following  from  mental  lazi- 
ness will  soon  kill  him.'' 

He  was  now  contemplating  an  early  departure  from  Europe 
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for  his  home.  He  felt  that  his  health  was  much  improved  and 
Tie  was  anxious  once  more  to  meet  his  American  friends  and 
look  upon  familiar  scenes.  He  arrived  at  Burlington  Sept  22, 
1871.  Gratified  at  his  reception,  and  that  most  of  the  friends 
who  had  disagreed  with  his  course  on  the  impeachment  trial 
had  revised  their  judgment,  he  was  in  good  spirits  and  promis- 
ing health.  He  soon  found,  however,  that  he  was  far  from 
well.  He  spent  the  winter  in  comparative  quiet  with  his  fam- 
ily, friends  and  books.  Finally,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1872, 
w^hilst  talking  with  his  friend,  Cook,  in  his  own  house,  he  was 
seized  with  a  sudden  pain  near  the  heart,  and  before  a  physi- 
cian could  be  summoned  the  end  had  come.  He  died  in  the 
56th  year  of  his  age  mourned  by  the  people  of  Iowa,  by  the 
associates  with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact  in  public  life,  by 
bis  neighbors  and  by  his  family.  He  had  gone,  but  his  example 
remained.  His  industry,  candor,  probity,  independence,  pa- 
triotism and  fidelity  to  duty,  will  constitute  an  unfailing  heri- 
tage for  the  young  men  of  Iowa  so  long  as  history  shall  be 
read  and  its  lessons  heeded.* 


THE  *'IOWA  BAND''  OF  1843. 


BY  THE  REV.  DR.  GEO.  P.  MAGOUN, 
Lately  President  of  Iowa  College. 


As  a  rule  the  coming  of  preachers  of  Christ  into  new  terri- 
tories formed  out  of  the  fruitful  old  **  Northwest, "  has  been 
one  by  one.  Some  organization  for  ecclesiastical  or  **Home 
Missionary ' '  purposes,  being  responsible  for  their  very  meagre 
support,  as  men  willing  to  encounter  the  inevitable  toil  and 
hardship  were  found,  they  were  sent  out — mostly  from  New 
England. 

But  more  than  once  a  group  or  **band''  of  young  found- 


*  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  "Life  of  Grimes/'  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Salter,  from  which  I  have  taken  extracts  from  letters  for  this  article. 
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ers  of  Christian  institutions  has  been  put  under  commissioii 
for  the  same  wide  and  needy  field  at  the  same  time  by  the 
Congregation€ilists, — ^with  whom  the  Presbyterians  acted  in 
the  first  half  of  this  century.  Zeal  for  Christian  labor  where 
there  was  none,  and  for  a  learned  ministry  as  a  prime  neces- 
sity in  new  society  growing  up  in  the  wilderness  prompted 
thereto.  The  same  motives  substantially  made  foreign  mis- 
sionaries.  Of  four  such  bands  that  went  out  from  Andover 
Theological  Seminary  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  century,  the 
American  Board  received  notable  aid  in  evangelizing  heathen 
lands;  and  **the  beginning  of  a  national  home  missionary 
society  is  connected  with  one  of  these  in  1825."*  A  few  years 
later  seven  young  students  in  Yale  Theological  Seminary 
formed  another  to  go  to  Illinois,  preach  the  gospel,  and  found 
a  college.  Two  of  these,  Revs.  Theron  Baldwin,  D.  D.,  and 
J.  M.  Sturtevant,  D.  D.,  reached  the  young  State  of  eleven 
years  and  something  over  50,000  people,  in  the  autumn  of 
1829.  Another,  Rev.  Asa  Turner,  Jr.,  a  man  of  strong  and 
unique  character,  long  known  in  Iowa  as  ** Father  Turner," 
came  in  November  of  the  next  year  to  Quincy,  a  settlement  of 
four  years  and  a  little  more  than  four  hundred  souls.  His 
brothers  of  the  ** Illinois  Band,"**  known  to  themselves  as  the 
** Illinois  Association,"  occupied  such  points  as  seemed  im- 
portant, stretching  southward  to  Vandalia,  the  first  capitaL 
His  own  evangelistic  labors  called  him  North  to  the  Wisconsin 
line.  Returning  from  Galena  in  1834,  by  the  river,  he  first 
saw  the  ** Black  Hawk  Purchase."  In  1836,  he  explored  it 
with  another  of  the  Association,  Rev.  William  Kirby.  In  May, 
1838,  he  had  been  invited  with  the  late  Dr.  Julius  A.  Reed, 
then  of  Warsaw,  Illinois,  to  organize  a  little  church,  (the  first 
of  New  England  Christians  in  this  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin),  at  the  ** Haystack"  in  Lee  County,  near  a  log 
cabin  dubbed  **  Copenhagen, "  where  ere  long  the  village  of 
Denmark  was  gathered.    It  then  consisted  of  three  houses  and 


*  "Asa  Turner,  a  lunne  missi4mary  pcUriareh  and  hU  times"  p.  62. 
^  Increased  later  to  twelve  to  whom  some  add  two  others,  one  of  whom  Dr» 
Edward  Beecher,  now  sarrives  the  others  at  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
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a  school  house.  The  new  church  called  him  as  pastor;  the 
next  month  (June  12)  the  Territory  of  Iowa  was  constituted; 
and  in  July,  the  patriarch  came  to  Denmark.  He  was  to  live 
there  as  pastor  more  than  thirty  years  and  die  at  Oskaloosa 
in  1885,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  universally 
revered. 

Onf  of  his  first  cares,  after  a  settlement  and  a  house  for  his 
family,  was  to  draw  other  Christian  ministers  into  the  Pur- 
chase. Town  sites  were  being  selected.  Villages  were  spring- 
ing up.  Numberless  farms  were  being  opened.  He  was  un- 
sleeping and  indefatigable  in  making  known  the  religious 
wants  of  Iowa.  It  was  a  fast-growing  care,  soon  becoming  a 
home  missionary  exploring  and  advising  agency,  taking  half 
his  time.  The  first  man  to  join  him  was  Rev.  Reuben  Gay- 
lord,  of  Mt  Pleasant  and  Danville,  seven  years  his  junior  at 
Yale,  who  was  one  of  three  to  form  the  first  Association  in 
Iowa  and  afterward  (1857)  in  Nebraska.  The  second  was 
Rev.  Julius  A.  Reed  (D.  D.,)  two  years  his  junior  at  Tale, 
whom  he  had  known  there  and  in  Illinois,  who  first  preached 
at  Fairfield,  and  then  succeeded  Mr.  Turner  as  H.  M.  agents 
filling  energetically  and  wisely  this  oflSce  for  nineteen  years. 
The  third  was  Oliver  Emerson,  Jr.,  from  Waterville  College 
and  Lane  Seminary,  lame  but  tireless,  **with  one  foot  like  one 
of  Lord  Byron's,  and  a  heart  like  that  of  the  Apostle  Paul,'^ 
a  gospel  ranger  and  explorer  in  Jackson  County  and  neighbor- 
ing Illinois  and  throughout  Tama  County  (1840-1883).  The 
next  was  Rev.  John  C.  Holbrook,  D.  D.,  a  layman  and  book 
publisher  from  Vermont  and  Boston,  (*' Richardson,  Lord  and 
Holbrook,")  licensed  in  1841,  pastor  at  Dubuque  twenty-two 
years,  and  a  notable  evangelist,  then  at  the  East,  and  now  in  a 
hale,  alert  and  fruitful  old  age  in  California,  past  his  eighty- 
sixth  year.  Two  or  three  others  also  were  in  the  Territory  for 
a  time,  of  whom  Rev.  A.  B.  Hitchcock  was  at  Davenport, 
(1841-3),  and  twenty  years  thereafter  a  pastor  in  Illinois, 
opposite,  at  Moline. 

Meantime  to  the  Black  Hawk  Purchase  of  1832,  had  been 
added  other  Indian  lands  in  1836-7,  and  the  New  Purchase  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


528  ANNALS  OP   IOWA. 

1842.  **Pour  weeks  planted  ten  thousand  souls  on  the  New 
Purchase/'  and  the  increase  in  two  years  was  twenty  thou- 
sand. But  Mr.  Turner  called  in  vain  for  more  helpers  till  in 
1843  a  portion  of  the  Senior  class  at  Andover,  who  had  been 
writing  him  letters  of  inquiry,  formed  an  '*Iowa  Band.'' 
They  are  commonly  said  to  have  been  twelve,  and  FathCT 
Turner  one  of  them.  Both  are  mistakes.  He  was  five  years 
ahead  of  them  and  eleven  came.  They  were  Harvey  Adams, 
Worcester,  Vt.,  educated  at  the  University  of  Vermont  and 
Andover  Seminary;  Edwin  Bela  Turner,  Monticello,  Ills., 
educated  at  Illinois  College  and  Andover;  Daniel  Lane, 
Leeds,  Maine,  Bowdoin  College  and  Andover;  Ebastus  Rip- 
LBY,  Coventry,  Conn.,  Union  College  and  Andover;  Jambs 
Jeremiah  Hill,  Phippsburg,  Maine,  Bowdoin  College,  etc.; 
Benjamin  Adams  Spaulding,  Billerica,  Mass.,  Yale  and  Har- 
vard,  etc.;  Alden  Burrill  Robbins,  Salem,  Amherst,  etc.; 
Horace  Hutchinson,  Sutton,  Amherst,  etc. ;  Ephraim  Adams, 
New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  Dartmouth,  etc. ;  EbTenezer  Alden,  Jr., 
Randolph,  ^lass.,  Amherst,  etc. ;  William  Salter,  New  York 
City,  N.  Y.  University,  etc.  Their  ages  varied  from  twenty- 
two  years  to  thirty-four.  Average,  twenty-seven  years  and  a 
half,  nearly. 

Most  memorable  religiously  to  early  Iowa  was  the  day — 
has  later  Iowa  seen  one  more  so? — when  seven  of  these  young 
heralds  of  the  cross,  with  two  others  not  of  their  number, 
were  ordained  at  Denmark,  in  the  old  primitive  wooden  struc- 
ture that  served  both  for  church  and  academy.  It  was  Sun- 
day, November  5,  1843.  The  ordaining  prayer  was  by  Father 
Turner,  who  had  met  them  with  Denmark  conveyances  at 
Burlington;  sermon  by  Julius  A.  Reed  (from  Acts  20,  28: 
'^Take  heed  unto  yourselves  and  to  all  the  flock,'*  etc.)  charge 
by  Charles  Bumham,  ordained  a  few  days  before ;  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  Reuben  Gaylord.  The  two  other  licentiates 
were  Charles  Granger,  from  Randolph,  Vt.,  who  had  also 
studied  at  Andover  and  William  A.  Thompson,  Holland, 
Mass.,  educated  at  New  York  City  University  and  Yale  and 
Union   Seminaries — ^nine  in  all.     The  candidates   from  the 
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**Band''  were  Turner,  Lane,  Spauldinj?,  Hutchinson,  Adams 
(E.)  Alden  and  Salter.  Mr.  Bobbins  had  been  ordained  at 
home,  Salem,  Mass.,  20  Sept.,  and  Harvey  Adams  at  Franklin 
a  week  later.  Mr.  Ripley  remained  in  Andover  as  **  Abbott 
Resident,*'  and  Mr.  Hill  in  Maine,  sick,  till  May,  1844. 

**This  ordination,"  said  an  older  Congregational  minister, 
** settled  the  qnestion  of  our  denominational  life,  under  God." 
It  also  helped  to  settle  questions  of  broader  moment  to  religion 
and  civilization.  It  was  conducted  by  the  old,  then  newly 
formed,  **Iowa  Association.''  Though  coming  from  Congre- 
gtitional  churches  and  institutions,  and  though  there  had  been 
influence  to  turn  them  to  Presbyterianism,  their  pioneer  says : 
'*The  Home  Missionary  Society,  being  a  co-operative  body 
[of  both  denominations]  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  leave  all  to  their 
choice."  He  was  surprised — as  were  others — at  their  unani- 
mous choice  of  ordination  at  Denmark,  for  he  had  told  them 
at  Burlington  that  the  'Iowa  Presbytery  would  meet  soon  and 
ordain  them,  **if  they  wished  to  be  Presbyterians."  This  un- 
sectarian  spirit  they  retained  and  the  survivors  retain  still. 

Some  estimate  of  the  after  influence  of  these  young  men  in 
subsequent  years,  in  the  Territory  and  the  State,  may  be 
formed  from  the  names  of  the  to\^Tis  and  cities  where  they 
lived  and  labored.  They  are:  Farmington,  Council  Bluffs, 
New  Hampton,  Fairfax,  Bowen's  Prairie,  Cascade,  Colesburg, 
Eddyville,  Belle  Plaine,  Bentonsport,  Garnavillo,  Wapello, 
Indiantown,  Green  Mountain,  Genoa  Bluffs,  Fayette,  Ottimi- 
wa,  Muscatine,  Burlington,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Davenport,  Decorah, 
Eldora,  Tipton,  Maquoketa.  Turner  (E.  B.),  Lane,  Spauld- 
ing,  Adams  (E.),  labored  in  one  place  ten  years  or  more; 
Adams  (H.)  twenty  years;  Salter  now  nearly  half  a  century 
at  Burlington,  where  he  still  holds  pastoral  relations ;  Robbins 
more  than  half  a  century  at  Muscatine,  having  never  been  resi- 
dent preacher  anywhere  else.  He  is  understood  to  be  the  old- 
est Protestant  pastor  of  any  denomination  west  of  the  Lakes, 
And  for  some  distance  east  of  them.  I  have  not  noted  the 
work  of  these  men  in  other  States — Turner  in  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri and  New  York;  Hill  in  Minnesota;  Spaulding  in  Wis- 
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consin ;  Alden  in  Massachusetts;  or  in  other  capacities,  Turner 
Home  Missionary  Superintendent  in  Missouri  twelve  years; 
Lane,  professor  in  Iowa  College  five  years  and  soliciting  agent; 
Ripley,  professor  twelve  years ;  Hill,  agent  of  American  Mis- 
sionary Association  in  Iowa,  Kansas  and  Minnesota,  three 
years;  Adams  (E.)  Home  Missionary  Superintendent  ten 
years  and  College  agent  three  years;  Lane  and  Ripley  also 
teaching  elsewhere.  They  aided  Father  Turner  in  fostering 
Denmark  Academy  and  took  part  in  founding  others ;  they  all 
had  a  share  in  founding  Iowa  College.  They  had  thought  of 
a  college,  as  perhaps  part  of  their  work  of  missions,  while  yet 
in  Andover,  shortly  after  the  patriarch's  first  suggestion  of  it 
in  Iowa  (1842).  Five  were  original  members  of  the  board 
of  Trustees,  and  one  later.  On^,  Robbins,  was  chairman  of  the 
board  seventeen  years,  before  there  was  a  president,  the  con- 
stitution making  the  (future)  president  of  the  College  chair- 
man of  both  boards ;  another,  E.  Adams,  was  chairman  three 
years  after  the  first  president  resigned  in  1884.  Five  of  them 
received  the  honorary  degree  in  divinity:  Robbins,  from  his 
alma  mater,  Amherst;  Salter  from  the  State  University  of 
Iowa;  H.  Adams,  Lane  and  E.  Adams  from  Iowa  College. 
The  aggregate  of  the  years  of  service  of  all  now  foots  up  over 
five  hundred  years. 

It  has  been  said — and  doubtless  on  good  grounds — ^that  it 
is  probable  that  no  equal  number  of  young  ministers  leaving  a 
theological  seminary  together,  ever  founded  so  many  churches 
in  five  or  ten  years  afterwards,  as  these  men.  And  no  new 
State  or  Territory  ever  received  an  equal  number  from  the 
same  source  and  at  the  same  time,  but  Iowa..  It  is  fitting  to 
add  that  their  commission  was  probably  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  a  friend  of  Home  Missions  who  had  previously  given  the 
Society  at  New  York  $1,000  for  its  appointees  and  churches  in 
Wisconsin  gave  an  equal  sum  that  year  to  be  expended  in 
Iowa.  The  total  of  salaries  secured  that  year  to  the  **Band"^ 
was  $4,400,  most  of  which  came  from  the  treasury  of  benevo- 
lence at  New  York.  A  wise  expenditure,  it  will  be  judged, 
looking  at  the  sum  and  variety  of  good  results  in  fifty-one 
years  of  o\ir  history. 
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The  **Band  held  its  last  meeting  October,  1843,  at  Father 
Turner's  study,  when  the  place  where  each  should  go  waa 
agreed  upon.  Six  of  them  are  still  living — Robbins,  Salter,^ 
Harvey  Adams  and  Ephraim  Adams  iji  this  State ;  Turner  at 
Owego,  New  York,  and  Alden  at  South  Marshfield,  Mass.,  the 
first  two  still  in  the  active  ministry  with  colleagues.  Ripley 
died  in  Connecticut;  Lane  in  Maine;  Hutchinson,  Spaulding 
and  Hill  in  Iowa  * 

Grinnell,  Iowa,  July  9,  1894. 


PIKE'S  EXPLORATIONS. 


A  most  romantic  career  was  that  of  Zebulon  M.  Pike,  who 
rose  from  the  rank  of  ensign  to  that  of  brigadier-general  in 
the  regular  army,  and  was  killed  in  an  attack  upon  York, 
(now  Toronto)  Upper  Canada,  April  27,  1813.  While  he  was 
a  brave  soldier,  freely  giving  his  life  in  defense  of  his  country, 
he  is  better  known  as  an  explorer,  second  only  to  Lewis  and 
Clark  in  the  amount  of  work  he  accomplished. 

In  1893,  Francis  P.  Harper,  publisher,  of  New  York  City, 
brought  out  in  superb  style,  under  the  very  able  editorship  of 
Dr.  Elliott  Coues,  **The  History  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Ex- 
pedition." While  Dr.  Coues  has  won  world-wide  fame  as  a 
naturalist,  ornithologist,  lexicographer,  and  scientific  writer, 
he  has  rendered  no  greater  service  to  his  countrymen  than  that 
of  placing  before  them  this  carefully  edited  work.  By  secur- 
ing the  original,  unpublished  journals  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  he 
was  able  to  add  largely  to  the  best  edition  that  had  previously 
appeared.  He  was  himself  an  explorer  and  had  spent  much 
time  in  all  the  regions  traversed  by  the  expedition.  His  notes 
and  annotations  throughout  the  work,  upon  the  natural  his- 
tory and  topography,  are  of  very  great  value,  making  it  so 
complete  that  no  other  edition  is  ever  likely  to  be  called  for. 
He  has  said  the  final  word  relative  to  Lewis  and  Clark.    Some 


*  Other  details  witJi  contemporary  history  may  be  found  in  the  Life  of  Father 
Tomer  (named  above),  by  the  writer  of  this  paper. 
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months  ago  Dr^  Coues  completed  his  editorial  work,  in  like 
manner  full  and  exhaustive,  upon  a  new  edition  to  be  pub- 
lished the  present  autumn,  by  Mr.  Harper,  of  the  Expeditions 
of  Lieutenant  Zebulon  M.  Pike.  To  this  perilous  and  respon- 
sible duty  Pike  was  assigned  by  General  James  Wilkinson, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  on  the  5th  day  of  August^ 
1805,  not  long  after  Lewis  and  Clark  started  on  their  long 
journey  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  He  was  first  directed  to  explore 
the  IVIississippi  river  from  St.  Louis  to  its  sources,  select  sites 
for  military  posts,  hold  councils  with  the  Indians,  bring  about 
peace  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas,  and  look  after  United 
States  interests  in  the  fur  trade,  and  in  general  to  collect  such 
information  as  he  could  concerning  our  new  possessions.  At 
that  time  Julian  Dubuque  was  already  established  at  his  lead 
mines  in  Iowa ;  but  there  was  scarcely  a  permanent  American 
location  beyond  this  point,  and  Prairie  du  Chien  was  the  utter- 
most settlement,  excepting,  of  course,  the  English  trading- 
posts.  Pike's  first  exploit  of  consequence  was  to  secure  from 
the  Sioux  the  cession  of  land  near  the  mouth  of  the  Minne- 
sota river,  where  was  built  Fort  Snelling,  and  later,  Minneapo- 
lis. Pike  says,  in  a  letter  to  Wilkinson,  still  extant,  that  he 
got  this  ground  **for  a  song.*'  Dr.  Coues  has  found  the  orig- 
inal document,  in  Pike's  hand  writing,  with  the  signs  manual 
of  ten  Sioux  chiefs,  which  shows  that  in  fact  Pike  got  it  for 
nothing,  the  place  of  the  price  to  be  paid  being  left  blank. 
This  was  filled  in  by  Congress  with  the  sum  of  $2,000,  or  about 
two  cents  an  acre.  Pike  proceeded  to  the  rapids  now  known 
by  his  name,  a  little  below  the  present  site  of  Little  Palls, 
Minnesota,  and  there  erected  a  stockade  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  a 
stream  he  called  Pine  Creek,  now  known  as  Swan  River. 
Housing  a  part  of  his  command  here,  he  proceeded  to  Lower 
Red  Cedar  and  Sandy  Lakes,  at  each  of  which  there  was  an 
English  trading  post,  and  thence  continued  on  his  arduous 
sledge  journey  in  the  depth  of  winter  to  Leech  Lake  and  Cass 
Lake,  the  latter  then  known  as  Upper  Red  Cedar  Lake.  This 
was  the  limit  of  his  journey.    He  accepted  the  tradition  of  his 
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day,  that  Leech  Lake  was  the  ''source  of  the  Mississippi,'* 
and  though  his  map  shows  continuous  water  beyond  Cass 
Lake,  this  was  in  the  direction  of  Turtle  Lake,  and  there  is  no 
hint  in  his  text,  or  trace  on  his  map  of  the  Itascan  source, 
which  had  been  first  visited  by  William  Morrison  in  1804. 
Pike  returned  without  special  incident  and  reached  St.  Louis 
April  6,  1806,  having  been  gone  eight  months  and  twenty- 
two  days. 

The  able  manner  in  which  Pike  had  carried  our  flag  in  this 
quarter  led  to  his  immediate  selection  by  General  Wilkinson 
for  a  still  more  important  and  not  less  arduous  enterprise. 
Our  relations  with  Spain  were  at  the  time  strained  to  the  point 
of  rupture.  A  gallant  Spanish  oflScer  had  made  a  spirited 
raid  into  our  Louisiana,  as  far  as  the  Pawnee  village  on  the 
Republican  Fork,  by  the  Kansas  River,  and  some  counter 
demonstration  was  in  order.  Pike  was  sent  ostensibly  to 
treat  with  the  Osages,  Pawnees  and  Comanches,  and  discover 
the  sources  of  the  Arkansaw  and  Red  River;  his  private  in- 
structions were  of  a  diplomatic  character,  and  have  never  been 
divulged.  Wilkinson  was  later  openly  accused  of  relations 
with  the  Aaron  Burr  conspiracy;  but  Pike  need  not  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  anything  else  than  a  soldier  under  orders 
to  explore  certain  parts  of  our  new  Territory,  with  military 
force  enough  to  hold  his  own  on  the  confines  of  the  Spanish 
possessions.  He  left  St.  Louis,  July  15,  1806;  ascended  the 
Missouri  to  the  great  Osage,  and  went  up  the  latter  to  the 
Osage  villages.  Finishing  his  negotiations  with  these  Indians, 
he  cut  clear  across  Kansas,  overland,  through  the  valley  of 
the  Neosho,  passed  the  head  of  Vermilion  (Verdigris)  River, 
and  struck  the  Smoky  Hill  River,  a  little  above  Salina; 
whence,  crossing  the  Salina  and  Solomon  Rivers,  he  arrived  at 
the  Pawnee  village,  on  the  Republican,  nearly  on  the  present 
boundary  between  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  The  Spaniards  had 
just  be^n  there,  and  Pike  found  the  Pawnees  disaffected  to  the 
verge  of  actual  hostility,  but  he  patched  up  some  sort  of  an 
understanding  with  them,  and  was  glad  to  get  away  on  his 
further  exploration.  He  struck  nearly  due  south,  on  the  hot 
trail  of  the  Spaniards,  and  reached  the  Arkansaw  at  the  place 
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where  is  now  the  city  of  Great  Bend.  There  he  detached  his 
lieutenant,  Wilkinson  (son  of  the  General),  to  descend  the  Ar- 
kansaw  with  a  few  of  the  men,  and  started  up  the  river  with 
the  rest.  On  the  15th  of  November,  1806,  he  first  caught 
sight  of  the  Rockies,  and  **gave  three  cheers  to  the  Mexican 
Mountains."  In  a  few  days  he  was  at  the  present  site  of 
Pueblo,  Colorado,  where  he  threw  up  a  slight  breast  work, 
and  started  on  a  side  trip  toward  the  celebrated  peak,  whidi 
now  bears  his  name.  Two  of  the  myths  of  history  are,  that 
Pike  discovered  Pike's  Peak,  and  ascended  it.  He  did  neither 
of  these.  He  was  never  nearer  than  some  15  or  20  miles  of 
Pike's  Peak,  and  this  was  already  the  most  celebrated  moun- 
tain top  in  ** Louisiana,"  in  Spanish  annals — a  sort  of  UUima 
Thule  to  the  Mexicans.  The  peak  was. first  ascended  by  Dr. 
Edwin  James,  of  Major  Long's  party,  some  years  later,  and  so 
named  James'  Peak.  Returning  to  his  camp  at  Pueblo,  from 
this  excursion.  Pike  continued  up  the  Arkansaw  to  the  present 
site  of  Canon  City,  in  the  throat  of  the  Royal  Gorge,  or  Grand 
Canon  of  the  Arkansaw.  From  this  point  his  movements 
have  always  been  regarded  as  problematical ;  but  Dr.  Coues  has 
traced  his  exact  route,  mile  by  mile.  Pike  went  up  Oil  Creek 
into  South  Park,  Colorado,  there  discovering  head  waters  of 
the  South  Platte  River,  (though  not  the,  actual  sources  of  that 
river) ;  he  traversed  the  Park  westerly  and  then  southerly,  and 
left  it  by  the  Pass,  since  called  Trout  Creek  Pass.  Here  of 
course  he  stumbled  upon  the  Arkansaw  river  again;  he 
thought  it  was  the  Red  river  and  went  up  it  to  within  probably 
12  or  15  miles  of  the  present  site  of  Leadville.  Having  found, 
as  he  supposed,  the  sources  of  Red  River  in  these  mountains, 
he  turned  to  descend  this  river ;  he  had  a  hard  time  of  it,  and 
his  surprise  may  be  imagined  when  he  fetched  up  at  his  own 
former  camp  at  Canon  City!  He  built  a  stockade  here,  in 
which  he  left  two  or  three  of  his  men,  and  then  pushed  on  to 
discover  the  Red  River.  It  was  the  depth  of  winter;  his  men 
were  half-clothed,  and  half -starved ;  their  suflEerings  were  fear- 
ful ;  it  is  almost  incredible,  that  a  man  lived  to  tell  the  tale  of 
the  misery  they  endured.    For,  with  more  zeal  than  discre- 
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tion,  Pike  plunged  southward  through  those  fearful  moun- 
tains, up  the  South  or  Pike's  fork  of  the  Arkansaw,  now 
called  Grape  Creek.  This  fetched  him  through  the  Wet 
Mountain  Valley,  in  the  face  of  the  great  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range.  He  managed  to  drag  a  part  of  his  command  through 
the  Sand  Hill  Pass  of  these  mountains,  leaving  others  strung 
along  his  disastrous  route  with  frozen  feet,  and  entered  the 
San  Luis  valley,  through  which  the  uppermost  Rio  Grande 
flows.  Here  he  thought  surely  he  was  on  the  long  sought  Red 
River ;  he  went  down  it  to  the  Rio  Conejos,  and  built  a  stock- 
ade on  the  latter,  four  or  five  miles  above  its  mouth. 

Here  he  was  surprised  and  in  fact  captured  by  a  party  of 
Spanish  soldiers.  The  authorities  had  been  fully  informed  of 
his  movements  from  the  start,  through  disaflFected  parties  in 
St.  Louis,  and  could  catch  him  at  their  own  convenience. 
Having  been  thus  taken  on  the  Rio  Grande,  he  was  actually 
captured  in  what  certainly  seemed  to  be  an  invasion  of  Span- 
ish territory ;  and  he  was  ordered  forthwith  to  accompany  his 
captors  to  Mexico,  under  the  diplomatic  guise  of  a  polite  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  Governor  of  Chihuahua,  who  had  heard 
with  pain  that  he  had  lost  his  way  and  was  anxious  to  show 
it  to  him.  Pike  saw  he  had  been  trapped,  but  accepted  the 
situation  with  the  best  grace  he  could,  and  forthwith  started 
with  most  of  his  command  under  the  escort  of  the  Spanish 
dragoons,  February  26,  1807. 

Thus  began  his  third  exploration — an  involuntary  one, 
which  he  styles  a  '*tour  through  New  Spain.*'  He  was  osten- 
sibly the  guest  of  the  authorities :  he  was  actually  a  prisoner, 
if  not  of  war,  then  of.  trespass,  who  had  been  arrested  and 
brought  to  book  as  a  suspicious  character,  who  must  be  made 
to  give  an  account  of  himself.  He  was  brought  before  the 
authorities  at  Santa  Fe,  and  subsequently  at  Chihuahua.  He 
was  deprived  of  all  his  papers ;  but  otherwise  was  treated  with 
forbearance,  and  in  fact,  with  distinguished  consideration. 
Under  the  escort  provided  for  the  purpose  he  was  conducted 
from  Chihuahua  around  the  southern  end  of  the  Bolson  de 
Mapimi,  and  northwest  again  to  the  Rio  Grande,  at  the  point 
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known  as  the  Presidio  del  Norte.  All  of  our  Texas  was  then 
Spanish  country;  he  was  escorted  through  this,  by  way  of 
San  Antonio,  along  the  old  Spanish  trail,  to  the  town  of 
Natchitoches,  then  our  frontier  post  in  that  quarter,  where  he 
was  once  more  a  free  American  citizen,  under  the  protection 
of  the  flag  he  loved  so  well. 

Pike  had  been  given  up  for  lost  by  his  friends,  and  was 
received  back  with  acclamations  only  less  resounding  than 
those  which  had  greeted  Lewis  and  Clark  the  year  before. 
The  political  aspect  of  affairs  rendered  everything  relating  to 
New  Spain  a  matter  of  the  utmost  interest.  Public  curiosity 
was  excited  by  the  rumors  of  this  El  Dorado  which  the  jealous 
temper  of  Spain  sedulously  strove  to  conceal.  The  history  of 
his  tour  in  that  region  was  eagerly  awaited.  A  friend  had 
already  (in  1807)  published  for  Pike  a  short  account  of  his 
Mississippi  exploration,  which  had  been  well  received,  and 
Pike  immediately  set  about  the  work  which  immortalized  his 
name.  This  appeared  as  a  short  octavo  volume  in  1810,  was 
soon  reprinted  as  a  quarto  in  London,  and  also  republished 
in  a  French  translation. 

Pike  was  rapidly  promoted  to  be  colonel  and  brigadier-gen- 
eral, and  with  the  latter  rank  he  leS  the  forces  which  made 
the  assault  on  York  (old  Fort  Toronto),  April  27, 1813.  Here 
he  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine,  and 
closed  his  gallant  career  a  few  hours  afterwards. 


THE  DES  MOINES  RIVER  LAND  GRANT. 


BY  COL.  0.  H.  GATCH. 


[thibd  PAPBB.] 

As  to  who  were  the  intended  beneficiaries  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution, and  whether  or  not  it  was  intended  to  exclude  the  Nav- 
igation Company  and  its  grantees  so  far  as  such  intention  can 
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be  gathered  from  the  language  of  the  resolution  itself  and  the 
debates  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  last  decision,  United  States  vs.  Des 
Moines  Navigation  &  Railway  Company,  142  U.  S.,  510,  which 
is  conceded  to  have  finally  closed  Ihe  long  protracted  legal  con- 
troversy, uses  the  following  language  in  the  opinion,  page  530 : 

*'If  Congress  had  intended  to  distinguish  between  settlers  and  other 
purchasers,  it  would  not  hare  used  language  whose  well-understood 
meaning  included  both.  If  anything  can  be  drawn  froni  the  debates 
in  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  it  sustain* 
this  construction.  As  appears  from  the  Senate  proceedings,  when  the 
resolution  was  pending,  the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  these  lands 
had  been  conveyed  to  the  Navigation  Company  for  work  done  on  the 
improvement,  was  stated,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  limit  the  relin- 
quishment to  lands  'by  the  said  State  sold  to  actual  settlers.'  Instead 
o'f  that,  the  words  now  used  were  inserted,  to-wit:  *bona  fide  purchasers 
under  the  State  of  Iowa. '  * ' 

It  having  been  a  question  from  the  beginning  whether  or 
not  the  grant  extended  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  it  was  quite 
generally  assumed  by  those  holding  that  it  did  not,  ignorant 
either  of  the  fact  or  of  the  effect  of  the  ** reservation"  to 
which  reference  has  several  times  been  made,  that  all  of  the 
lands  above  that  point  within  the  five-mile  limit  were  public 
and  open  to  pre-emption  and  homestead  settlement.  Accord- 
ing to  a  report  made  to  the  Governor  of  Iowa  July  25,  1875,. 
by  Norman  H.  Hart,  Charles  Aldrich  and  John  A.  Hull,  com- 
missioners— 

*'To  report,  showing  the  name  of  the  claimant,  a  description  of  the 
lands  claimed,  the  improvements  thereon,  their  value,  the  value  of  each 
tract  of  land,  the  date  of  the  homestead  pre-emption  or  purchase,  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  loss  sustainea  by  each  claimant,  and  suck  other  facts 
as  they  shall  deem  important,  of  all  persons  who  have  made  improve- 
ments upon  what  is  known  .as  Des  Moines  River  Lands,  and  have  sus- 
tained or  will  sustain  loss  by  reason  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  in 
favor  of  the  title  of  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Bailroad  Co.  or  their 
grantees"— 

There  were  from  1846  to  and  including  1872,  settlements 
made  on  something  more  than  109,000  acres,  the  first  of  which 
is  shown  by  their  report  to  have  been  made  by  William  Holes- 
ton  on  the  southwest  of  the  southeast  of  11-82-26,  in  May, 
1847,  and  the  last  by  John  Archibald  on  the  southwest  of  th& 
northwest  and  lot  4  in  35-84-27,  in  April,  1872. 
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Under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1873,  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to — 

"Ascertain  the  value  thereof,  exclusive  of  improvements,  of  aU*  such 
lands  lying  north  of  Raccoon  Fork  on  the  Des  Moines  River,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  as  may  now  be  held  by  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  & 
Railroad  Company  or  persons  claiming  title  under  it  adversely  to  per- 
sons holding  said  lands  either  by  entry  or  under  the  pre-emption  or 
homestead  Uiws  of  the  United  States,  and  on  what  terms  the  adverse 
holders  thereof  will  relinquish  the  same  to  the  United  States" — 

0.  P.  Chubb  of  Minnesota,  Chas.  Aldrich  of  Iowa  and  Jas. 
S.  Robinson  of  Ohio,  "were  appointed  such  commissioners,  and 
November  20,  1873,  made  their  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  showing  39,549  as  the  number  of  acres;  $10.22  per 
acre  as  the  average  value,  making  a  total  value  of  $404,228; 
and  $14.25  as  the  average  price  asked,  by  the  owners,  making 
the  total  price  asked  by  the  owners,  $563,416. 

These  lands  it  vnll  be  noticed  were  only  such  as  were  tk^n 
claimed  by  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees  adverse- 
ly to  the  claims  of  the  ** settlers,"  the  greater  portion  of  all 
originally  ** settled"  or  ** squatted"  upon,  having  either  been 
previously  abandoned  or  a  title  to  them  having  been  acquired 
by  purchase  from  the  Navigation  Company  or  its  grantees. 

Robt.  L.  Berner,  special  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, under  the  act  of  congress  of  March  3,  1893 — 

•To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  ascertain  what  persons 
made  entry  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  so-called  Des  Moince  River 
land  grant  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines 
River  in  Iowa,  the  date  of  such  entry  and  the  respective  amounts  paid 
to  the  United  States  and  the  date  of  such  payments;  also,  the  names 
of  persons  who  received  certificates  of  entry  or  patents  from  the  United 
States  and  the  date  of  such  certificates  or  patents;  also  the  sum  or 
sums  paid  by  the  holders  of  such  certificates  or  patents,  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  to  purchase  the  paramount  title  as  settled  by  the  decisions  of 
the  courts,  and  also  the  value  of  such  paramount  title  in  cases  where 
such  purchase  has  not  been  made  by  any  of  the  holders  of  such  certifi- 
cates or  patents,  and  to  ascertain  such  other  facts  as  in  his  judgment 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  United  States  to  properly  and  equitably 
adjust  the  claims  of  persons  who  entered  upon  such  lands,  receiving  from 
the  proper  officers  written  evidence  of  entry  or  settlement  upon  any  of 
said  lands '* — 

In  his  report  to  the  Secretary,  made  May  7,  1894,  gives  the 
quantity  of  ** contested  entries,"  covering  **all  the  cases  where 
the  parties  appeared  and  presented  their  claims,"  including 
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"the  claims  **both  of  those  who  have  and  those  who  have  not 
been  heretofore  settled  with  by  the  Government/'  to  be  35,904 
acres.  The  discrepancy  between  the  quantity  shown  by  the 
first  of  these  three  lists  and  the  greatly  less  quantity  shown  by 
each  of  the  other  two,  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  of  that  list  having  included  ** claims"  of  ** squatters'*  in 
addition  to  those  of  homestead  and  pre-emption  '* settlers." 

That  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  ** settlements"  made 
prior  to  Secretary  Browning's  order  of  December,  1868,  di- 
recting the  cancellatton  of  all  such  entries,  were  in  the  main 
bona  fide,  may  be  fairly  assumed  in  view  of  the  frequent  rul- 
ings by  different  oflBcers  of  the  Land  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  were  public  and  subject  to  such  settlement. 
In  the  case  of  Litchfield  vs.  Johnson,  4  Dillon,  551,  U.  S.  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Dillon  in  sustaining  a  claim  for  improvements 
under  the  occupying  claimant  law  of  this  State,  used  this 
language : 

**  There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  this  grant,  whether  legislative, 
-executive   or  judicial,   which   makes   it   impossible   or   even   improbable 
that  settlers  upon  these  lands   (river  lands)   prior  at  least  to  tlie  final 
decree  in  Welles  vs.  Riley  (1869)  might  not  be  such  in  good  faith." 

Willis  Drummond,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
OflBce,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  16,  1874, 
favoring  the  passage  of  House  Bill  1142,  commonly  known  in 
Iowa  as  the  Orr  indemnity  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers, 
used  this  language: 

*  *  Thus  the  settlers  are  without  remedy  to  save  their  homes  which  they 
have   been  practically  invited  by  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and 
.  acting  in   their   official   capacity,  to   rear   upon   these   lands.     .     .     . 
Considering  th6  fact  that  these  settlers  have  acted  in  good  faith,  rely- 
ing upon  the  decisions  of  the  government  officers  who  were  supposed 

to  know  the  law,  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  relief As  the 

settlers  in  going  upon  the  lands  had  a  right  to  believe  that  their  titles 
would  be  perfected  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  have  invested  their  labor 
and  means  in  improvements  which  they  cannot  abandon  without  ruinous 
loss,  an  exception  to  the  general  rules  and  practice  should  be  made  in 
their  favor." 

That  any  bona  fide  settlements  were  made  after  the  decision 
in  the  Riley  case  is  very  improbable,  as  it  and  the  Crilley  case, 
decided  at  the  same  term  of  court  and  in  the  same  way,  were 
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understood  to  be  test  cases  as  to  the  rights  of  homestead  and 
pre-emption  settlers  on  the  lands  in  question,  and  the  fact  and 
effect  of  the  decisions  were  well  known,  not  only  to  the  settlers 
but  quite  generally  if  not  universally  throughout  the  river 
land  district. 

The  principal  legal  questions  that  from  time  to  time  arose 
out  of  the  general  controversy  and  that  have  not  already  been 
sufficiently  referred  to,  were  finally  determined  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  numerous  other  cases, 
part  only  of  which  will  or  need  be  mentioned;  and  before 
referring  to  any  of  these  some  preliminary  matters  of  interest^ 
and  leading  up  to  them,  may  properly  be  first  stated. 

The  act  of  July  12,  1862,  extending  the  original  grant, 
contained  this  provision : 

"And  if  any  of  said  lands  shall  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  di8pN>sed 
of  by  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  excepting  those 
released  bj  the  United  States  to  the  grantees  of  the  State  of  Iowa  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is 
hereby  directed  to  set  apart  an  equal  amount  of  lands  within  said  State 
to  be  certified  in  lieu  thereof:  Provided,  that  if  the  State  shall  have 
sold  and  conveyed  any  portion  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of 
this  grant,  the  title  of  which  has  proved  invalid,  any  lands  which  shaU 
be  certified  to  said  State  in  lieu  thereof  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  enure  to  and  be  held  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  the  person  or  persons  respectively  whose  titles  shall  have  failed  as 
aforesaid. ' ' 

On  the  assumption  that  a  portion  of  the  original  river  land 
grant  had  **been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States'*  as  contemplated  by  this  provision,  under  a  special  cer- 
tificate of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  author- 
izing the  entry  of  300,000  acres  of  any  public  lands  in  the 
State  as  indemnity  for  the  lands  so  disposed  of,  the  State  by 
its  agent,  D.  W.  Kilbourne,  made  selection  of  297,603  acres. 
Some  months  prior  to  the  decision  in  the  Wolcott  case  there 
was  an  '* adjustment,'*  commonly  known  as  the  ** Harvey  set- 
tlement," between  the  State  of  Iowa  and  the  United  States  of 
their  land  account  **  under  the  act  of  July  12,  1862,  and  the 
joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861,"  in  which  the  State  was 
charged  and  the  United  States  credited  with  297,603  acres  of 
land,  being  the  lands  selected  as  indemnity  under  the  special 
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-certificate  just  mentioned.  On  the  assumption  that  the  title  to 
these  indemnity  lands  had  by  virtue  of  their  selection  as 
4stated,  and  their  having  been  so  treated  in  the  adjustment, 
enured  to  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees  in  lieu  of 
the  lands  assumed  to  have  been  lost  by  them  from  the  original 
grant,  it  was  claimed  on  behalf  of  homestead  and  pre-emption 
claimants  that  however  the  claim  under  the  railroad  grant  to 
the  lands  in  place  might  finally  be  disposed  of,  the  acceptance 
of  the  indemnity  lands  by  the  Navigation  Company  and  its 
grantees  was  an  extinguishment  of  all  claim  thereto  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned  under  the  river  grant.  This  was  the  view 
taken  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Browning  in  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  dated 
May  9,  1868.  Referring  to  the  decision  in  the  Wolcott  case 
adverse  to  the  claim  under  the  railroad  grant,  he  used  this 
language : 

'*At  the  date  of  that  decision  the  Des  Moines  River  Land  grant  had 
been  fully  adjusted. 

"The  State  had,  as  before  remarked,  received  all  the  land  to  which 
she  was  entitled  on  account  thereof,  and  she  is  thus  estopped  from  setting 
up  a  claim.  Although  this  fact  does  not  appear  in  the  record  of  the 
case,  I  have  shown  that  it  is  incontrovertihly  eslablishcd  by  the  records 
of  your  office.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Department  in  administering  the 
acts  of  Congress  to  give  full  effect  to  the  settlement,  otherwise  the  State 
would  first  obtain,  in  lieu  of  lands  which  she  alleged  had  been  'otherwise 
-disposed  of  an  indemnity  amounting  to  an  equal  quantity  of  such  lands, 
and  then,  when  her  riglit  to  land  selected  by  way  of  indemnity  had 
been  recognized  and  confirmed  to  her,  she  could  assert  her  title  to  the 
lands  she  alleged  had  been  disposed  of.  The  effect  of  this  would  give 
her  more  than  she  originally  claimed.  The  effect  of  that  decision  is, 
i;heref ore,  only  to  exclude  from  the  railroad  grant,  lands  lying  north 
of  the  fork,  and  to  restore  them  to  the  public  domain,  at  least  so  far 
as  to  subject  them  to  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  and  homestead 
laws. ' ' 

May  9,  1868,  Secretary  Browning,  as  has  been  stated  in  a 
previous  paper,  allowed  the  pre-emption  claim  of  Herbert  Bat- 
tin  on  part  of  a  section  of  the  lands  in  question,  and  June 
10,  1868,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  the 
authority  of  that  ruling,  allowed  the  claim  of  Jeremiah  Elliott, 
pre-empting  part  of  the  same  section.  On  the  7th  day  of  July, 
1868,  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  at  Des  MIoines,  in 
the  suit  of  E.  C.  Litchfield  vs.  The  Register  and  Receiver  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


542  ANNALS  OP  IOWA. 

the  Land  Office,  at  Fort  Dodge,  a  temporary  injunction  was 
granted  by  Justice  Samuel  F.  Miller,  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
enjoining  said  officers  from  allowing  further  entries  on  any 
of  the  lands  in  question  in  Webster,  Humboldt  or  Hamilton 
counties. 

The  following  is  the  material  part  of  the  order  granting  the^ 
same: 

"The  clerk  of  the  said  court  at  Des  Moines,  wiU  issue  a  writ  a» 
prayed  for  in  said  petition,  restraining  and  enjoining  the  defendants 
from  receiving,  filing,  hearing  or  in  anj  way  considering  any  applica- 
tions for  homesteads  or  pre-emptions  on  lands  certified  to  the  State  ot 
Iowa  for  the  use  of  the  Des  Moines  River  Improvement  grant  in  the 
counties  of  Webster,  Humboldt  and  Hamilton." 

On  final  hearing  the  bill  was  dismissed  and  on  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States — December  Term,  1869 
— ^the  decree  of  dismissal  was  affirmed.  August  28,  1868, 
under  instructions  from  Secretary  Browning,  the  CJommis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  wrote  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver, instructing  them  **to  proceed  in  the  duties  required  by 
the  decision  in  the  Battin  case,  regardless  of  the  injunction, 
and  to  receive  and  file  declaratory  statements  from  actual  set- 
tlers in  all  cases  strictly  falling  within  the  ruling  made  in  the 
Battin  case,  ....  simply  filing  in  the  Circuit  Court  an 
answer  denying  its  power  to  control  their  official  action  and  a 
motion  to  dissolve  the  injunction  for  the  want  of  such  power. ' ' 
It  was  upon  the  theory  thus  indicated  that  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court 
dismissing  the  bill.  At  the  December  term,  1869,  in  the  Han- 
nah Riley  and  George  Crilley  cases,  as  has  been  already^ 
stated,  it  was  finally  determined  that  the  lands  were  not  sub- 
ject to  homestead  or  pre-emption  entries.  The  material  por- 
tion of  the  opinion  in  the  Riley  case,  is  contained  in  the  paper 
preceding  this. 

February  27,  1869,  Secretary  Browning,  in  the  case  of  the 
pre-emption  claim  of  one  Levi  Hull  to  a  quarter  section  of 
the  lands  in  question,  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner 6t  the  General  Land  Office,  holding  the  lands  subject 
to  pre-emption;  and  August  25,  1870,  the  then  Secretary  of 
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the  Interior,  Cox,  in  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  referring  to  that  decision  in  con- 
nection with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Riloy 
case,  said: 

**A8  the  decision  of  my  predecessor  has  thus  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  department  and  of  your  office 
to  execute  it  in  all  cases  where  it  is  applicable." 

September  13,  1869,  Felix  G.  Clark,  register  of  the  Land 
Office,  at  Des  Moines,  in  a  communication  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  said : 

''Hundreds  of  persons  who  have  settled  upon  and  claim  lands  situ- 
ated within  the  Des  Moines  River  grant,  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  are 
continually,  daily,  making  inquiry  at  this  office  in  relation  to  their 
claims,  the  probable  result  or  final  decision  of  your  department,  and 
they  are  growing  very  impatient  and  give  me  much  trouble.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  cases  on  my  desk  not  disposed  of,  awaiting  some 
action  in  your  department.  I  write  to  inquire  if  anything  has  been 
done  or  is  likely  to  be,  soon,  that  will  settle  this  long-pending  con- 
troversy about  the  Des  Moines  River  lands.  It  is  a  great  curse  to 
our  State." 

'  In  1873,  the  cases  of  Williams  vs.  Baker,  and  Cedar  Rapids 
R.  R.  Co.  vs.  The  Des  Moines  Navigation  Co.,  17  Wall.,  144,  - 
and  Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad,  17  Wall.,  153,  were 
decided.    In  the  opinion  in  United  States  vs.  Des  Moines,  etc., 
Co.,  142  U.  S.,  before  referred  to,  the  court  says  of  these  cases: 

*'The  first  two  cases  were  disposed  of  by  one  opinion.  Both  were 
suits  to  quiet  title.  One  side  claimed  under  the  river  grant  and  the 
other  under  the  railroad  grant  of  1856.  Decrees  in  favor  of  the  river 
grant  were  sustained."     .     .     . 

'*In  the  third  case  (Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad),  which  was 
also  a  contest  between  a  claimant  under  the  railroad  grant  and  parties 
claiming  under  the  river  grant,  the  validity  of  the  latter  was  affirmed 
and  in  this  opinion  the  court  said:  *It  is  therefore  no  longer  an  open 
question  that  neither  the  State  of  Iowa  nor  the  railroad  companies  for 
whose  benefit  the  grant  of  1856  was  made,  took  any  title  by  that  act 
to  the  lands  then  claimed  to  belong  to  the  Des  Moines  River  grant  of 
1846;  and  that  the  joint  resolution  of  2d  of  March,  1861,  and  the  act 
of  12th  of  July,  1862,  traoHfrrred  the  title  from  the  United  States  and 
vested  it  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the  use  of  its  grantees  under  the 
river  grant." 

In  1879  another  phase  of  the  legal  controversy  came  before 
the  same  court  in  Woolsey  vs.  Chapman,  101  U.  S.,  755.  The 
claim  there  adverse  to  the  river  grant  originated  as  follows: 
July  20,  1850,  the  agent  of  the  State  having  charge  of  the 
school  lands,  selected  the  particular  tract  in  controversy  as  a 
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part  of  the  500,000-acre  school  land  grant,  and  in  1853  a  pat- 
ent was  issued  thereon  by  the  State  to  Woolsey.  Under  the 
school  land  grant  no  rights  accrued  to  the  State  until  the  lands 
were  selected  by  the  agent  of  the  State,  and  this  particular 
tract  was  not  selected  until  July  20,  1850,  several  months,  as 
it  will  be  observ'ed,  after  the  date  of  the  reservation  under  the 
river  land  grant.  The  deed  from  the  State  to  the  Navigation 
Company  under  which  Chapman  claimed  was  subsequent  to 
the  patent  from  the  State  to  Woolsey,  and  it  was  contended 
that  Chapman  could  not  question  the  title  thus  previously  con- 
veyed; but  the  court  say  in  the  opinion: 

**0f  this  we  entertain  no  doubt.  If  the  State  had  no  title  when  the 
patent  issued  to  Woolsey,  he  took  nothing  by  the  grant.  No  question 
of  estoppel  by  warranty  arises,  neither  does  the  after  acquired  title 
enure  to  the  benefit  of  Woolsey,  because  when  the  United  States  made 
the  grant  in  1861  (by  the  joint  resolution)  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
bona  fide  purchasers  from  the  State,  under  the  grant  of  1846.  .  . 
The  original  grant  contemplated  sales  by  the  State  in  execution  of  the 
trust  created,  and  the  bona  fide  purchasers  referred  to  (in  the  joint 
resolution)  must  have  been  purchasers  at  such  sales.  This  being  so, 
the  grant  when  finally  made  enured  to  the  benefit  of  Cliapman  rather 
than  Woolsey." 

At  the  same  term  the  case  of  Litchfield  vs.  The  County  of 
Webster,  101  U.  S.,  773,  was  decided,  in  which  the  question 
was  at  what  time  the  title  to  these  river  lands  passed  from  the 
United  States  and  the  lands  therefore  became  subject  to  tax- 
ation.   The  question  is  disposed  of  in  the  opinion  as  follows: 

'*We  think,  however,  that  for  the  year  1862  and  thereafter  they  were 
taxable.  By  the  joint  resolution  Congress  relinquished  all  the  title  the 
United  States  then  retained  to  the  lands  which  had  before  that  time 
been  certified  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  as  part  of  the  river 
grant  and  which  were  held  by  bona  fide  purchasers  under  the  State. 
.  .  .  This  relinquishment  enured  at  once  to  the  benefit  of  the  pur- 
chasers for  whose  use  the  relinquishment  was  made.  AU  the  lands  in- 
volved in  this  suit  had  been  certified,  and  Litchfield,  claiming  under  tlie 
river  grant,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims,  were  bona  fide  purchasers 
from  the  State." 

In  1883  the  case  of  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  R.  R.  Co.  vs. 
Des  Moines  Valley  R.  R.  Co.,  109  U.  S.,  329,  on  error  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  which  was  an  action  to  recover  lands 
and  quiet  title,  and  in  which  the  parties  respectively  claimed 
under  the  railroad  grant  of  1856  and  the  river  grant,  it  was 
said  in  the  opinion :    **The  following  are  no  longer  open  ques- 
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tions  in  this  court.  ...  3.  That  the  act  of  July  12,  1862, 
c.  161,  Stat.,  543,  *  transferred  the  title  from  the  United  States 
and  vested  it  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  for  the  use  of  its  grantees 
under  the  river  grant.'  "  Citing  Wolcott  vs.  Des  Moines  C!o., 
Williams  vs.  Baker,  Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad  and 
Woolsey  vs.  Chapman. 

In  1886  in  the  case  of  Bullard  vs.  Des  Moines  &  Ft.  Dodge 
R.  R.  Co.,  122  U.  S.,  167,  on  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa,  the  contention  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  was 
that  the  resolution  of  1861  which  relinquished  to  the  State  the 
title  to  the  lands  held  by'  bona  fide  purchasers  under  it,  ope- 
rated to  terminate  the  reservation  from  sale  made  by  the  land 
department  for  the  benefit  of  the  river  grant,  and  thus  to 
leave  all  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  not  held  by  bona  fide 
purchasers,  open  to  settlement  up  to  the  act  of  1862,  which 
in  terms  extended  the  grant  to  the  northern  limits  of  the 
State.  The  title  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  rested  upon  three 
settlements,  two  of  which  were  made  in  May,  1862,  a  few  days 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  in  the  same  year,  and  one 
made  after  the  passage  of  that  act ;  but  the  court  held  that  the 
reservation  was  not  terminated  by  the  joint  resolution  and  that 
the  lands  were  therefore  subject  to  the  reservation  at  the  time 
the  first  two  settlements  were  made,  and  that  after  the  act  of 
1862  extending  the  grant,  *'no  title  could  be  initiated  or  estab- 
lished because  the  land  department  had  no  right  to  grant  it.  * ' 

In  the  reference  previously  made  to  the  Goodnow  tax  cases, 
the  conflict  between  the  State  and  United  States  Supreme 
Court  decisions,  and  how  the  former  were  made  to  prevail 
over,  or  rather  evade  the  latter,  not  having  been  referred  to, 
will  be  noticed  here. 

In  the  case  of  Homestead  Company  vs.  Valley  Railroad,  the 
title  having  been  held  to  have  passed  under  the  river  grant, 
upon  the  alternative  prayer  of  the  Homestead  Company  to  be 
re-imbursed  in  that  event  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  it,  the 
court  holding  adversely  to  the  claim  said : 

"It  IB  true  in  accordance 'with  our  decision  that  the  taxes  on  these 
lands  were  the  debt  of  the  defendants  which  they  should  have  paid, 
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bnt  their  refusal  or  neglect  to  do  this  did  not  authorize  a  contestant 
of  the  title  to  make  them  its  debtor  bj  stepping  in  and'  paying  the 
taxes  for  them  without  being  requested  so  to  do.  Nor  can  a  request 
be' implied  in  the  relation  which  the  parties  sustain  to  each  other.  There 
is  nothing  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  "well  established  rule  as  to  volun- 
tary payment.  If  the  appellants,  owing  to  their  too  great  confidence 
in  their  title,  have  risked  too  much,  it  is  their  misfortune,  but  they  are 
not  on  that  account  entitled  to  have  a  tax  voluntarily  paid  refunded 
by  the  successful  party  in  this  suit." 

In  the  case  of  Goodnow  vs.  Moulton,  67  Iowa,  555,  prc^e- 
cuted  by  Goodnow  as  assignee  of  the  Homestead  Company 
for  the  recovery  of  part  of  these  same  taxes,  the  defense  of 
voluntary  payment  having  been  relied  upon  and  the  case  of 
Homestead  Company  vs.  Valley  Railroad  cited  as  authority, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  overlooking-  the  above  quoted 
paragraph  of  the  opinion  in  that  case,  say  in  their  opinion : 

**We  have  looked  in  vain  for  anything  in  the  statement  of  the  ques- 
tions involved  or  the  opinion  of  the  court  which  tends  to  show  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  that  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover  the  taxes 
paid  was  in  the  case. ' '  And  held  the  taxes  paid  by  his  assignor  reeover- 
able  by  Goodnow. 

In  the  subsequent  case  of  Goodnow  vs.  Stryker,  the  same 
court,  though  having  in  the  mean  time  discovered  its  over- 
sight in  the  Moulton  case,  refused  to  follow  the  decision  in 
Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad  saying : 

**  Since  the  decision  in  Goodnow  vs.  Moulton  we  cannot  follow  tbs 
decision  in  Iowa  Homestead  Co.  vs.  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Bail- 
road  Co." 

This  and  a  number  of  other  cases  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  in  the  same  way,  were  taken  on  error  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  where,  following  the 
decisions  of  the  State  Supreme  Court  rather  than  its  own 
previous  decision  in  Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad,  for 
the  reason  that  the  decision  of  the  State  Court  did  not  de- 
pend upon  a  '* Federal  question,"  they  were  aflBrmed,  except 
one  or  two  of  them  in  which  the  parties  were  the  same  as  in 
the  Homestead  Company  case,  and  the  plea  of  former  ad- 
judication had  been  interposed,  which  were  reversed. 

While  so  entitled  in  the  official  report  and  nearly  always 
referred  to  by  that  title,  Homestead  Co.  vs.  Valley  Railroad,  is 
misleading,  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  &  Railroad  Co.  and  a 
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number  of  its  grantees,  including  E.  C.  Litchfield,  John 
Stryker  and  Wm.  B.  Welles,  being  the  defendants,  and  not  as 
the  title  imports,  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  Company, 
and  it  only. 

After  these  repeated  decisions  affirming  or  collaterally  rec- 
ognizing the  legal  title  of  the  Navigation  Company  and  its 
grantees,  the  settlers  abandoning  any  further  contest  in  their 
own  right,  instead  of  joining  forces  and  influence  with  the 
opposing  claimants  and  making  a  more  determined  fight  for 
indemnity,  were  unfortunately  misled  into  the  belief  that 
the  United  States  might,  in  a  suit  for  that  purpose,  have  the 
certification  under  the  river  grant,  the  settlement  between  the 
State  and  Navigation  Company,  and  the  conveyances  to  the 
Company,  pursuant  to  the  settlement,  cancelled  and  set  aside 
and  the  title  to  the  lands  quieted  and  confirmed  in  itself;  and 
that  when  the  title  should  thus  be  again  at  its  disposal,  it 
would  quiet  and  confirm  title  in  them  to  their  homes.  The 
absurdity  of  the  Government  being  able  to  thus  rehabilitate 
itself  with  the  title  which,  as  held  by  its  own  court  of  last  re- 
sort in  the  numerous  cases  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
it  had  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1861,  expressly  **  relinquished 
to  the  State  of  Iowa,"  for  the  use  of  its  grantees,  including 
the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees,  seemed  not  to  oc- 
cur to  them,  or,  what  is  more  surprising,  to  their  better  in- 
formed advisers.  So  determined,  however,  were  they  to  fur- 
ther contend  for  the  land  by  means  of  a  Government  suit, 
rather  than  for  indemnity,  that  notwithstanding  they  were 
allowing  hundreds  of  judgments  for  possession  to  be  rendered 
against  them  without  resistance,  they  refused  to  be  dispos- 
sessed, and  in  one  way  or  another  were  generally  successful  in 
either  outwitting  or  intimidating  the  officers  in  their  efforts  to 
eject  them.  By  means  of  a  secret  organization  known  as  the 
** Settlers'  Union"  they  were  always  able  on  very  short  notice 
to  concentrate  a  sufficient  force  for  that  purpose  wherever 
writs  were  to  be  executed.  The  plan  usually  adopted  was  to 
allow  the  officer,  who  generally  came  provided  with  teams  and 
help  for  the  purpose,  to  execute  his  writ  by  removing  the  oc- 
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cupant  and  his  goods  from  the  premises,  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  out  of  sight,  with  the  help  that  had  been  summoned,  to 
resume  possession.  Evidently  such  a  condition  of  thinp 
could  not  long  continue.  Either  the  judgments  and  process 
of  the  courts  must  on  the  one  hand  be  respected  and  obeyed, 
or,  on  the  other,  openly  and  forcibly  set  at  defiance.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  result. 

In  July,  1888,  a  writ  of  possession  was  issued  on  a  judgment 
for  possession  obtained  by  Mr.  Litchfield  against  one  Grosen- 
bacher  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 
shal Ilolbrook  of  Port  Dodge  for  execution.  Grosenbacher 
submitted  without  resistance  to  removal,  but  as  soon  as  Hol- 
brook  had  gone,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  his  neighbors,  moved 
back  again.  On  returning  a  short  time  afterward  to  again 
evict  him,  Ilolbrook  was  several  times  shot  at  from  ambush, 
one  shot  only  taking  effect,  and  though  not  seriously  hurt,  he 
deemed  it  wise  to  desist  from  further  attempt  to  execute  the 
writ.  As  the  event  created  unusual  excitement  throughout 
the  river  land  district,  and  but  for  an  interference  hereafter  to 
be  mentioned  would  almost  certainly  have  led  to  serious  and 
fatal  collisions  in  more  determined  efforts  to  effect  other  nu- 
merous contemplated  evictions,  some  particulars  concerning 
it  may  be  of  interest.    According  to  one  report: 

''Before  Holbrook  was  hit  he  heard  caps  snap  on  a  gun  and  saw  the 
smoke  from  it.  The  report  was  loud  enough  to  attract  his  attention 
and  he  said  to  Grosenbacher,  *What  was  thatf  Grosenbacher,  keeping 
away  from  him,  said,  'You  will  find  out.'  Holbrook  then  thinking  some 
one  might  be  shooting  at  him  said  they  had  better  not  waste  any  am- 
munition and  walked  away  from  Grosenbacher  toward  his  team  that 
was  standing  near,  when  a  loud  report,  as  if  from  a  shot  gun,  was  heard 
and  he  was  struck  by  two  large  shots,  one  in  the  hip  and  one  in  the 
arm.  One  of  the  horses  was  also  hit  by  one  shot  and  several  struck 
the  harness.  The  smoke  came  from  north  of  the  house  in-  the  edge  of 
the  corn  field  close  to  the  willows.  Holbrook  is  sure  there  was  only  ont 
shot  fired  at  the  time  he  was  hit.  This  is  quite  different  from  Grosen* 
bacher's  statement,  as  he  says  three  shots  were  fired  at  this  time." 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  effect  produced  by  the 
occurrence,  given  by  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  relia- 
bility, and  who  was  specially  interested  in  investigating  the 
matter : 
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"After  the  shooting  the  settlers  and  the  whole  country  were  wild 
-with  excitement.  All  kinds  of  ridiculous  stories  were  circulated,  one  of 
^which  was  that  the  river  land  company  was  going  to  send  soldiers  here, 
And  after  dispossessing  the  settlers  by  force  would  destroy  and  de- 
vastate all  their  improvements.  Another  story  was  that  all  members  of 
the  Settlers'  Union  were  to  be  arrested.  The  settlers  evidently  made 
up  their  minds  that  this  was  to  be  done,  and  that  troops  were  to  be 
"brought  to  arrest  the  whole  Settlers'  Union.  Acting  under  this  belief, 
there  is  no  doubt  they  have  been  making  systematic  preparations  for 
Tvar.  1  am  told,  although  I  do  not  know  how  reliable  the  information 
ifl,  but  it  seems  to  be  reliable,  that  they  have  purchased  dynamite  and 
fjiBe  wire,  and  have  been  purchasing  arms  on  a  large  scale.  This  was 
done  with  the  belief,  as  above  stated,  that  there  were  to  be  wholesale 
arrests. ' ' 

Subsequently  another  writ  was  issued  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  another  Deputy  for  execution.  Forwamed  by  the 
experience  of  Holbrook,  he  went  with  sufficient  help  and 
equipment  for  any  emergency.  The  following  is  his  report  of 
the  result.  After  stating  the  fact  of  his  arrival  at  the  farm 
he  proceeds: 

"I  took  a  position  between  the  house  and  the  field  where  Grosen- 
bacher  was  working,  so  as  to  keep  him  from  getting  to  his  house  and 
getting  any  fire  arms,  as  he  is  an  excitable  man  and  his  ignorant  son 
is  foolish  enough  to  shoot.  Grosenbacher  came  on  a  run  towards  us, 
saying  he  would  shoot  the  first  man  who  would  enter  his  house.  I  took 
out  my  revolver  and  told  him  to  stay  where  he  was,  and  if  a  shot  was 
fired  he  would  abide  by  the  consequences.  His  son  was  behind  him 
and  motioned  to  the  hired  man  to  go  to  the  hay  stack.  I  told  the  hired 
man  to  fall  in  line,  then  told  the  men  to  clean  out  the  house.  I  made- 
the  son  take  a  seat  and  kept  him  until  everything  was  moved  off  the 
place,  and  then  talked  with  him  about  the  shooting  of  Marshal  Hol- 
brook. He  told  me  five  shots  were  fired  for  the  purpose  of  notifying 
the  Marshal,  and  the  sixth  one  was  fired  to  hurt  him,  and  then  he  went 
off  lively.  He  said,  *You  people  may  get  it  before  long.'  He  then 
wanted  to  go  to  the  house  to  get  his  coat,  saying  he  was  cold.  I  told 
him  to  remain  where  he  was;  a  little  freezing  out  would  do  him  good."^ 

The  situation  now  became  very  critical.  Numerous  writa 
were  in  the  hands  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Desmond  for  execution 
and  he  was  preparing  to  execute  them  at  whatever  hazard. 
On  the  other  hand  the  settlers,  as  was  generally  believed,  were 
well  organized  and  prepared  for  armed  resistance.  At  this- 
threatening  juncture  U.  S.  District  Judge  Shiras  of  the  North- 
em  District  of  Iowa,  where  the  writs  were  to  be  executed, 
knowing  that  a  suit  was  about  to  be  commenced  by  the  (Jovem- 
ment  of  the  character  and  with  the  object  already  indicated,. 
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took  the  responsibility  of  directing  the  Marshal  to  return  the 
writs  without  attempting  their  execution,  thus  averting  what 
might  have  proved  very  serious  and  fatal  collisions  and  the 
possible  necessity  of  the  calling  out  of  troops  in  aid  of  the 
Marshal.  The  suit  that  was  soon  thereafter  commenced  and 
forever  put  an  end  to  the  long  and  vexatious  legal  controversy 
will  be  referred  to  at  some  length  in  a  concluding  paper. 

Going  back  in  time  to  the  first  suggestion  of  the  prox>08ed 
government  suit :  Deeming  it  best,  if  not  necessary,  that  such 
a  suit  should  be  first  authorized  by  act  of  Congress,  the  Forty- 
ninth  Congress  passed  such  an  act,  but  it  was  vetoed  by  Presi- 
<Jent  Cleveland  March  11,  1886.  After  giving  his  reasons  for 
refusing  his  approval,  he  said  in  his  message : 

"Should  there  be  meritorious  cases  of  hardship  and  loss  caused  bj  mm 
invitation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  settle  upon  lands  appar- 
-entlj  public,  but  to  which  no  right  nor  lawful  possession  can  be  secured, 
it  woidd  be  better,  rather  than  to  attempt  a  disturbance  of  titles  already 
settled,  to  ascertain  such  losses  and  do  equity  by  compensating  tbe 
proper  parties  through  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose." 

The  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  being  in  session  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  and  veto  of  this  act,  two  days  after  the  veto 
message  was  delivered,  adopted  a  preamble  and  concurrent 
resolutions  introduced  by  Senator,  now  U.  S.  District  Judge, 
Woolson,  reciting  in  the  preamble,  among  other  things  that 
citizens  of  the  State  *'in  good  faith  and  under  the  invitation 
of  the  Govemmenf  had  settled  upon  the  lands  in  question 
and  that  the  General  Assembly  had  **at  different  sessions  by 
memorials  and  joint  resolutions  expressed  the  urgent  desire  of 
the  State  that  Congress  should  promptly  pass  a  bill  looking  to 
proceedings  quieting  the  title  to  such  settlers  and  permitting 
them  to  own  and  continue  to  occupy  the  homes  they  had  made 
on  such  lands,'*  and  resolving  as  follows: 

**Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  Twenty-first  General  Assembly 
of  lowaf  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,  That  the  Iowa  dde- 
gation  in  Congress  merit  the  thanks  of  this  General  Assembly,  which 
are  hereby  tendered,  for  their  efficient^  efforts  in  obtaining  the  passage 
of  said  bill. 

Resolved  further,  That  it  is  with  deepest  regret  that  this  Oeneral 
Assembly  lias  learned  of  the  veto  of  said  measure  by  the  President,  and 
that  by  this  veto  the  President  has  disappointed  the  just  expectations 
^f  the  people  of  Iowa." 
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At  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  writer  o£ 
"this  sketch,  then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  convinced  that  the 
only  remedy  possible  was  indemnity,  introduced  a  concurrent 
resolution  memorializing  Congress  to  grant  that  form  of  relief, 
in  the  preamble  to  which  it  was  recited,  among  other  things, 
that  the  settlers  located  on  the  Des  Moines  River  Lands  had 
**  entered  upon  the  same  in  good  faith  with  the  intent  to  make 
pre-emption  and  homestead  entries  in  accordance  ¥rith  de- 
cisions of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that  the  same  were 
public  lands  and  subject  to  pre-emption  and  homestead  en- 
try,'' and  that  **by  repeated  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  the  lands  so  entered  upon  by  such  set- 
tlers'* had  been  held  not  to  have  been  subject  to  such  entry, 
but  to  have  passed  to  the  State  of  Iowa  under  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  March  2,  1861,  for  the  benefit  of  bona  fide  purchasers 
thereof  from  the  State.    The  resolution  itself  was  as  follows : 

"Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  the  House  of 
Representatives  concurring,  That  our  Senators  and  Representativea  in 
Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  secure  the  prompt  enactment  of  a  law  whereby  full  and  complete 
indemnity  shall  be  provided  for  all  persons  who  in  good  faith  and  with 
intent  to  obtain  title  thereto  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws 
of  the  United  States,  have  entered  upon  any  of  said  lands  not  subject 
to  such  entry  for  the  reason  that  the  same  were  reserved  from  entry 
and  sale,  as  belonging  to  the  Des  Moines  Biver  Land  Grant  of  August 
S,  1846." 

A  direct  vote  on  the  resolution  was  prevented  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  substitute,  offered  by  Senator  Woolson : 

'^Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  lowa^  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
concurring,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  are  hereby 
requested  to  favor  the  immediate  passage  of  the  bill  lately  introduced 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  Hon.  James  F.  Wilson,  and  now 
pending  in  Congress,  in  so  far  as  it  has  for  its  object  to  provide  that 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  do  immediately  commence 
proceedings,  or  cause  such  proceedings  to  be  instituted  by  suit,  either 
in  law  or  in  equity,  or  both,  as  may  be  necessary,  and  appear  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  so  as  to  remove  all  clouds  from  the  title  to  said 
lands  in  which  suit  any  person  or  persons  in  possession  of,  or  claiming 
title  to  any  tract  or  tracts  of  lands  under  the  United  States  involved 
in  such  suits  may,  at  his  or  their  expense,  unite  with  the  United  States 
in  the  prosecution  of  such  suits  to  the  end  that  the  title  or  titles  of 
jmy  person  or  persons  claiming  said  lands  may  be  forever  settled." 

This  was  in  February,  1888.    At  the  succeeding  session  of 
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Congress  a  House  bill  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  Sena- 
tor Wilson,  referred  to  in  Senator  Woolson's  substitute,  and 
as  that  passed  by  the  Forty-ninth  Congress -and  vetoed  by 
the  President,  passed  both  houses,  but  it  also  was  vetoed  by 
President  Cleveland.  When  it  was  before  the  Senate  Senator 
Evarts  of  New  York  offered  as  a  substitute  a  bill  for  indem- 
nity, and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  favor  of  the  substi- 
tute used  this  language: 

"My  own  judgment,  Mr.  President,  is  that  the  settlers  who  are- 
sought  to  be  benefited  bj  this  act  are  ill  advised  or  misconceive  their 
resort.  Perhaps  indemnity  wonld  answer  their  wishes  or  their  purposes 
as  well  as  the  maintenance  of  their  footing  on  the  land.  Nor  do  I  wish 
to  disparage  that  sentiment  and  that  adherence  to  what  they  may  sup- 
pose their  rights;  but,  in  my  judgment,  this  act  will  only  introduce 
a  new  series  of  litigation,'  which  must  terminate  in  an  utter  disappoint- 
ment of  the  plans  and  hopes  of  these  settlers,  and  must  finally  bring 
us  back,  after  a  much  protractea  litigation  and  after  their  hopes  are 
still  longer  deferred  and  still  more  bitterly  disappointed,  to  the  only 
proper  remedy  which,  I  submit  with  great  respect  to  the  Senate,  is  the 
remedy  which  is  included  in  the  biU  I  have  proposed  and  hare  had 
read    for    information. ' ' 

President  Cleveland  in  his  message  vetoing  this  bill  said : 

"I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  there  may  be  persons  who  hATe 
suffered,  or  who  are  threatened  with  loss,  through  a  reliance  upon  the 
erroneous  decisions  of  Government  officials  as  to  the  extent  of  the  orig- 
inal grant  from  the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  I  believe 
cases  of  this  kind  should  be  treated  in  accordance  with  the  broadest 
sentiments  of  equity,  and  that  where  loss  is  apparent  arising  from  a  real 
or  fairly  supposed  invitation  of  the  Government  to  settle  upon  the  land^ 
mentioned  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  such  loss  should  be  made 
good.  But  I  do  not  believe  the  condition  of  these  settlers  will  be  aided 
by  encouraging  them  in  such  further  litigation  as  the  terms  of  this  bill 
invite,  nor  do  I  believe  that  in  attempting  to  right  the  wrongs  of  which 
they  complain  legislation  should  be  sanctioned  mischievous  in  principle^ 
and  in  its  practical  operation  doing  injustice  to  others  as  innocent  m» 
they  and  as  much  entitled  to  consideration." 
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THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 


From  Winchester  to  Davenport. 


BY  CHAS.  L.  LONGLEY. 
(Continued  from  July  Number.) 


II — Cedar  Creek  and  Camp  Russelu 

The  first  paper  of  the  three,  to  which  this  sketch  of  the* 
last  year's  service  of  the  Twenty- fourth  Iowa  is  restricted, 
left  that  regiment  on  October  10,  1864,  encamped  with  the 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah  on  the  east,  or  northeast,  bank  of 
Cedar  Creek,  just  where  it  unites  with  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah.  Massanutten,  or  Three-top,  Mountain  stretches 
for- several  miles  along  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  rising  to 
a  considerable  height  and  pushing,  at  many  points,  bluffy  and 
©eemingly  impassable  battlements  clear  to  the  river's  bank. 
The  general  course  of  the  Shenandoah  here  is  to  the  north- 
east, and  Cedar  Creek,  with  many  convolutions,  runs  to  the 
southeast — the  two  streams  making  d,  broadly  open  Y  at  their 
junction.  The  Winchester  Pike  crosses  the  left  arm  of  this  Y 
something  like  a  mile,'  in  a  direct  line,  from  the  junction. 
Crooks 's  eighth  corps  was  encamped  between  the  pike  and  the 
river,  with  an  entrenched  line  near  the  creek  and  pickets  on 
the  river,  while  his  main  camp  was  some  little  distance  back 
on  higher  ground.  The  nineteenth  corps  was  entrenched 
along  the  creek,  west,  or  northwest  of  the  Pike ;  and  the  sixth 
corps  was  encamped  to  the  right  and  partly  in  rear  of  the 
nineteenth.  The  fourth  brigade,  second  division — to  which 
the  24th  Iowa  belonged — held  the  left  of  the  nineteenth  army 
corps ;  and  consequently  but  a  single  regiment — the  28th  Iowa 
.  — interposed  between  the  24th  and  the  Winchester  Pike, 
which  lay  along  the  summit  of  a  ridge  some  hundred  yards 
from  the  position  of  the  regiment. 

On  October  12th,  the  sixth  corps  started  toward  Washington^ 
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for  the  purpose  of  being  transferred  to  Grant's  army  at 
Petersburg,  but  was  recalled  the  next  day  on  account  of  the 
arrival  of  Early's  infantry  at  Fisher's  Hill,  some  three  miles 
up  the  valley  from  the  Federal  position.  On  this  same  day 
General  Sheridan  was  called  by  telegraph  to  Washington  to 
<5onsult  with  the  Secretary  of  War;  but  being  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  sixth  corps  was  no  longer  there,  Mr.  Early, 
in  the  vernacular,  **got  gay"  and  attacked  a  reconnoitering 
<5olumn,  pushing  Thoburn's  infantry  brigade  back  a  little,  but 
getting  decidedly  the  worst  of  it  from  Custer.  This  delayed 
Sheridan  until  the  15 ;  and,  after  getting  started,  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  letter  from  General  Wright,  whom  he  left  in  com- 
mand, inclosing  a  message,  translated  by  our  signal  officers 
from  the  Confederate  flags,  which  was  signed  by  Longstreet, 
and  said:  **Be  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  my  forces  join  you 
and  we  will  crush  Sheridan."  This  afterward  turned  out  to 
be  a  hoax,  gotten  up  by  some  smart  Confederate  expressly  to 
fool  the  Yankees;  but  it  only  had  the  effect  to  cause  all  the 
cavalry — a  large  part  of  which  was  just  starting  on  a  long 
scout — to  be  ordered  back  to  General  Wright;  with  which, 
and  a  letter  of  caution,  General  Sheridan  left  him  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington  as  planned. 

During  this  time  events  in  camp  were  a  trifle  monotonous. 
Almost  every  morning  a  brigade  or  more  would  be  started 
before  daylight  on  a  reconnoitering  trip,  while  a  good  part  of 
the  rest  of  the  army  would  be  required  to  stand  to  arms. 
This  over,  there  was  little  doing  except  the  oft-repeated  in- 
cidents of  camp  life.  The  weather  was  delightful,  at  least 
during  the  day-time;  but  already  the  nights  were  growing 
rather  cool  for  out-door  sleeping.  The  24th  Iowa  had,  on  the 
30th  of  September,  17  commissioned  officers  and  353  enlisted 
men  present  for  duty,  with  2  officers  and  4  men  on  detached 
duty  and  1  officer  and  11  men  sick — making  a  total  present  of 
388.  This  would  be  about  the  effective  strength  of  the  regi- 
ment at  the  time  now  under  consideration.  The  general 
health  of  the  men  was  excellent ;  but  as  no  clothing  had  been 
issued  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  there  were  no 
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active  dudes  on  the  list.  Indeed,  Major  Wright  says  in  his 
rei>ort  for  October,  1864,  that,  **Many  of  the  men  were  nearly 
barefooted,  but  well  supplied  with  arms — Springfield  rifle^ 
muskets,  in  excellent  condition.*'  On  the  14th,  however,  a 
full  supply  of  clothing  was  issued  to  the  brigade^ — beginning 
at  10  p.  M.  and  taking  the  entire  night,  eliciting  the  frequent 
inquiry  as  to  why  in  sheol  this  could  not  have  been  attended 
to  in  day  time,  when  there  was  absolutely  nothing  else  to  do. 

On  the  evening  of  October  18,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilds, 
in  conunand  of  the  24th,  in  common  with  other  regimental 
commanders  in  the  brigade,  received  orders  for  the  regiment 
to  fall  in  at  5 :30  next  morning  and  stand  to  arms  in  the  en- 
trenchments along  the  creek,  taking  the  place  of  the  second 
brigade,  which  was  ordered  out  upon  a  reconncrisance.  Every- 
thing seemed  quiet  and  peaceful  in  that  beautiful  valley.  A 
force  sent  out  during  the  day  reported  that  Early  had  fallen 
back  from  the  advanced  position  recently  taken,  and  the  im- 
pression prevailed  generally  that  he  knew  when  he  had  enough 
and  would  not  attempt  the  offensive  again  at  present.  The 
autumn  sun  made  an  unusually  grand  descent  behind  the 
North  Mountains,  flooding  the  western  sky  with  purple  and 
gold.  The  bugle  calls  of  the  cavalry  regimenfs  (something 
no  participant  in  that  campaign  will  ever  forget)  came  float- 
ing down  from  the  outposts  bn  the  foothills  with  tones  so  clear 
and  sweet  as  seemed  only  possible  to  use  in  again  proclaim- 
ing "Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men.''  So  the 
night  fell  and  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  surrounded  by  its 
cordon  of  guards,  was  steeped  in  unsuspecting  slumber. 

In  that  other  army,  less  than  five  miles  distant,  very  differ- 
ent conditions  prevailed.  One  of  Early's  divisions  was  com- 
manded by  General  John  B.  Gordon — the  same  man  whose 
voice  recently  rang  out  in  the  chamber  of  the  United  States 
Senate  with  the  declaration  that  those  who  in  years  gone  by 
wore  the  gray  were  now  and  at  all  times  ready  to  stand  beside 
those  who  wore  the  blue  to  protect  the  flag  of  our  common 
country  from  anarchistic  foes  within,  as  well  as  from  foes  with- 
out.   General  Gordon  was  a  man  of  thought,  as  well  as  of  ac- 
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tion.  The  result  of  his  cogitations  was  this  night  put  on  the 
boardiB  with  himself  in  the  title  role.  For  with  three  divi- 
sions of  infantry  he  forded  the  Shenandoah  some  five  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Creek,  and,  with  canteens,  bayonets 
and  evers^thing  likely  to  rattle  either  thrown  off  or  tied  down, 
took  to  the  mountain  side  and  spent  the  night  threading  its 
rugged  paths,  about  2 :30  a.  m.  reaching  a  point  just  above  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  Here  the  pickets  were  quietly  captured 
and  the  river  re-crossed  at  two  fords  a  thousand  yards  apart; 
and  there  you  have  fourteen  thousand  men  deployed  to  the 
left  rear  of  the  eighth  corps,  completely  on  its  flank  and  only 
a  short  half  mile  away.  In  the  meantime  the  two  remaining 
divisions  of  Early 's  army,  commanded  by  Wharton  and  Ker- 
shaw respectively,  starting  later  in  the  night,  had  advanced 
along  the  pike  to  the  hamlet  of  Strasburg,  where  the  latter  de- 
flected to  the  right  and  marched  to  a  ford  near  the  mouth  of 
Cedar  Creek  and  directly  in  front  of  the  eighth  corps  entrench- 
ments, then  occupied  by  Thobum's  division  only.  Wharton, 
for  his  part,  followed  the  pike,  halting  a  little  over  a  mile 
from  where  it  crossed  the  creek,  which  placed  him  on  the  left 
front  of  the  nineteenth  corps. 

Such  was  the  general  situation  in  the  early  morning  of 
October  19,  1864.  And  while  these  details  may  not  seem 
apropos  in  connection  with  a  paper  whose  purpose  is  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  comparatively  small  part  taken  by  a  single  regi- 
ment, they  nevertheless  enforce  themselves  upon  our  attention. 
For  not  only  is  it  impossible  to  intelligently  comprehend  never 
so  small  a  part  of  any  battle  without  some  idea  of  the  whole, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  Cedar  Creek  was  the  most  striking  and 
romantic  of  all  the  battles  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion; 
and  that  often  as  its  story  may  have  been  told,  it  will  still  be 
found  worth  telling.  It  was  under  the  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions thus  imperfectly  set  forth,  that  Major  Wright  rose 
about  five  o'clock,  according  to  the  arrangement  with  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Wilds,  and  went  quietly  down  the  line  arous- 
ing the  company  officers  in  order  that  the  men  might  be  ready 
for  the  duty  assigned.     And  it  was  some  half  hour  later. 
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"While  the  command  was  slowly  resolving  itself  into  the  condi- 
tion  of  a  military  machine,  that  all  were  alike  startled  and  sur- 
prised by  a  ringing  volley  of  musketry,  much  too  close  at 
liand  to  be  easily  explained.  This  was  followed  by  scattering 
shots  that  seemed  further  away — but  by  nothing  tending  to 
solve  the  mystery.  The  reader  will  readily  apprehend  what 
had  happened;  that  the  first  volley  was  fired  when  Kershaw 
rushed  over  Thobum's  breastworks,  and  the  scattering  shots 
-came  when  the  divisions  with  Gordon  advanced  into  the  un- 
protected camps  of  the  remainder  of  the  eighth  corps.  In  both 
cases  the  Union  men  were  as  completely  surprised  as  is  possi- 
ble— the  ** Yanks"  making  an  undignified  exit  from  one  end 
of  the  **dog  tent"  just  as  ''Johnny  Reb"  stuck  his  head  into 
the  other  end  to  say,  * '  good  morning. ' '  But  all  this  was  as  yet 
wholly  unknown  and  unsuspected  by  the  remainder  of  the 
army.  Major  Wright  rode  up  to  brigade  headquarters,  but 
although  he  found  the  oflScers  outside  standing  about  the  fire, 
no  information  could  be  gained,  and  back  he  went  to  the  regi- 
ment, which,  under  command  of  Colonel  Wilds,  had  fallen  in 
along  the  color  line,  but  now  began  getting  breakfast.  Few, 
if  any,  of  the  coffee  pots  had  boiled,  however,  when  orders 
came  to  again  fall  in,  move  by  the  left,  and  form  along  the 
pike.  It  was  now  between  6 .30  and  7.00  o  'clock,  but  a  fog  so 
dense  hung  over  the  valley,  that,  to  quote  Colonel  Wright,  **  A 
stand  of  colors  could  not  be  distinguished  twenty  yards 
away. ' '  And  it  was  from  out  of  this  darkness,  made  blacker 
by  a  near  background  of  foliage,  that  this  advance  was  met, 
just  as  it  reached  the  pike,  with  a  withering  volley  of  mus- 
ketry. And  as  the  command,  still  moving  and  only  partially 
in  line  along  the  new  front,  sought  to  reply,  they  saw,  away 
up  the  pike  to  our  left  and  rear,  silhouetted  against  the  eastern 
sky,  file  after  file  of  men  cr^ossing  in  serried  array.  And  this 
was  not  all:  Wharton,  who  halted  at  5:30,  little  more  than 
a  mile  west  of  where  the  pike  crosses  the  creek,  has  advanced, 
captured  the  battery  guarding  the  crossing  and  is  now  press- 
ing forward  on  our  right.  The  men  were  falling  rapidly  and 
the  capture  of  the  entire  brigade  imminent,  when  the  order 
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WES  given  to  fall  back.  Those  who  still  oould  go,  stood  not 
upon  the  style  of  the  movement.  It  was  a  race — ^not  to  the 
rear,  so  far  as  the  original  position  of  our  line  was  concerned, 
but  through  the  ravines  and  over  the  ridges  up  and  along  the 
creek.  And  although  a  number  were  hurt  later  in  the  day,  it 
was  here  that  the  principal  loss  of  the  regiment  occurred,  in- 
cluding all  the  prisoners.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Pound,  of 
Company  C,  was  struck  by  a  minie,  fairly  on  the  heel  of  his 
army  brogan,  just  as  the  foot  was  raised  in  the  act  of  stepping. 
The  impact  hurled  him  to  the  ground,  under  the  confirmed 
impression  that  his  leg  was  gone;  but  a  quick  **try"  with  both 
hands  proved  the  contrary  and  he  was  glad  to  scramble  up 
and  again  join  the  procession.  Here,  and  very  early  in  the  re- 
treat, a  musket  ball  passed  through  Major  Wright's  left  arm, 
close  to  the  elbow,  striking  but  not  breaking  the  bone.  The 
immediate  result  was  extreme  nausea.  Colonel  Wilds  was 
riding  near  him,  carrying  the  colors  of  an  Indiana  regiment 
whose  bearer  had  fallen  in  the  melee.  Being  told  of  Major 
Wright's  sickness,  the  latter  was  advised  to  lean  over  the  horse 
and  put  his  arms  about  his  neck;  which  he  did,  thus  saving 
himself  from  falling  until  he  was  able  to  dismount.  And  it 
was  very  soon  after  this,  about  the  time  the  retreat  passed  over 
Meadow  Brook,  that  the  gallant  Wilds  was  himself  struck 
from  his  horse  by  a  musket  ball  that  shattered  his  arm  above 
the  elbow,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  was  assisted  from 
the  field  to  a  place  of  safety.  And  here  it  was  that  Weeks,  a 
bright  Corporal  of  B,  Channell,  a  fine  young  Sergeant  in  D, 
Nichols,  Carney  and  others,  were  stricken  with  sudden  death, 
while  many  more  fell  with  cruel  wounds. 

The  scene  of  this  retreat  was  indeed  a  wild  one.  The  flying 
Federals  heard  in  the  hideous  uproar  the  moans  of  starving 
comrades  in  Andersonville  and  redoubled  their  efforts.  Offi- 
cers and  men  were  falling  every  instant,  while  close  behind, 
and  beside  as  well,  pressed  the  exultant  rebels,  firing  constant- 
ly and  yelling  like  demons.  But  the  sixth  corps  had  been  on 
the  move ;  and  now,  after  a  retreat  of  nearly  two  miles,  the 
24th,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  nineteenth  corps,  found  an  op- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  TWENTY-FOURTH   IOWA  VOLUNTEERS.  559 

portunity  to  reform  on  the  right  and  rear  of  that  command. 
At  its  first  contact  with  the  enemy  the  6th  corps  waa  badly 
overlapped  on  its  left,  and  in  retiring  slowly  and  in  perfect 
order,  making  sharp  resis?tance  at  every  available  point,  and 
again  falling  back  before  getting  involved,  this  body  of  troops 
performed  superb  service  and  made  a  most  magnificent  ex- 
hibition of  bravery  and  skill.  During  Major  Wright's  sick- 
ness, which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  24th  was  commanded 
by  Captain  L.  Clark,  who  had  long  before  been  commissioned 
Major^  but  not  properly  mustered.  But  just  after  taking  po- 
sition on  the  right  of  the  6th,  Major  Wright  again  assumed 
command  and  held  it  throughout  the  day. 

The  dash  and  vigor  of  the  enemy's  attack  began  gradually 
to  wane  as  the  resistance  grew  more  effective ;  and  by  the  time 
the  tactics  of  the  sixth  corps  (in  which  the  nineteenth  corps 
participated  after  its  arrival)  had  cleared  the  left  flank,  its 
final  i)osition  some  three  miles  to  the  rear  of  the  Cedar  Creek 
line  was  held  with  no  diflSculty.  Much  time  was  consumed 
in  re-arranging  the  Confederate  troops  to  meet  the  new  dis- 
position of  the  Federal  Army,  and  Early  himself  complains 
bitterly  of  the  way  in  which  his  divisions  were  weakened  by  the 
many  who  stopped  to  gather  the  rich  booty  offered  to  strag- 
gling plunderers  in  the  Union  camps.  With  no  new  element, 
the  contest  would  undoubtedly  have  ended  here — the  rebels 
falling  back  shorn  of  complete  victory,  but  carrying  with 
them  substantial  proofs  of  great  success  in  the  shape  of  24 
pieces  of  captured  artillery  and  many  small  arms,  as  well  as 
some  hundreds  of  prisoners.  But  about  this  time,  namely 
eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  a  new  element  did  appear  on  the  scene 
in  the  person  of  ** Little  Phil"  himself,  after  the  ride  fron^ 
** Winchester,  twenty  miles  away,"  so  celebrated  in  song  and 
story.  And  song  and  story  has  seldom  found  so  literal  a  basis 
for  so  dramatic  an  episode.  For  Sheridan's  magnificent  black 
horse  did  bring  him  toward  the  sounds  of  battle  like  a  whirl- 
wind; dispirited  stragglers  along  the  road  did  turn  as  he 
passed  and  with  renewed  courage  again  seek  the  front;  and 
Sheridan,  finally  arriving  there  alone,  did  **dash  down  the 
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line  *mid  a  storm  of  huzzas, ' '  assuring  the  men  that  they  were 
^^not  licked  by  a  blankety  blank  blanked  sight,  but  would  be 
back  in  their  old  camps  before  night."  And  so  they  were.  It 
was  almost  four  o'clock  before  the  dispositions  were  made  ex- 
actly to  the  General 's  liking ;  but  when  the  advance  was  finally 
ordered,  it  swept  down  over  the  plateau  like  a  tidal  wave. 
The  desperate  efforts  of  Early  and  his  lieutenants  to  resist 
were  futile.  Custer  led  a  cavalry  charge  on  the  right  and 
Lowell  on  the  left,  and  the  entire  Confederate  army  was  in  a 
panic-stricken  flight,  resulting  in  the  loss  to  them  not  only  of 
fourteen  hundred  prisoners,  but  also  of  all  their  own  artillery 
as  well  as  that  captured  from  us  earlier  in  the  day,  and  in  fact, 
of  everything  on  wheels  which  had  been  brought  over  the  creek. 
When  the  nineteenth  corps  took  its  place  on  the  right  of  the 
sixth  corps,  the  24th  Iowa  was  on  the  left  of  the  former  and 
next  to  the  latter;  but  about  noon  Major  Wright  received 
orders  to  move  to  the  extreme  right  and  protect  the  flank, 
which  he  did,  throwing  out  a  heavy  skirmish  line.  When  the 
final  advance  was  ordered,  such  brief  notice  was  given  the 
regiment  that  it  became  necessary  to  double-quick  a  mile  to 
regain  its  place  in  the  line — the  enemy's  shells  coming  over 
and  exploding  in  the  rear,  making  this  an  especially  interest- 
ing performance.  And  when  the  continuing  advance  finally 
brought  them  where  they  could  see  over  the  field,  clear  to 
Oedar  Creek,  the  Major  says  the  pursuit  was  being  pushed  so 
'Close  that  you  ** absolutely  couldn't  tell  where  the  rebels  left 
^ff  and  our  fellows  began."  By  six  o'clock  the  regiment  was 
back  in  its  old  camp  sure  enough,  and  halted  there  to  make 
•coffee.  Here,  also,  were  found  quite  a  number  of  our  wound- 
ed. Most  of  these  had  been  left  because  they  were  unable  to 
march,  but  Captain  Knott,  of  Company  H,  had  succeeded  in 
escaping  by  making  himself  look  so  much  like  the  dirty  crevice 
into  which  he  had  crept  that  the  Johnnies  went  away  and 
never  saw  him.  In  their  hasty  departure  **they  were  unable 
to  tell  which  was  dirt  and  which  was  Knott."  Everything  of 
^alue  had  been  taken  from  the  camp,  leaving  the  men  without 
shelter  tents  or  blankets;  and  when  they  were  pushed  on  be- 
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yond  Cedar  Creek  and  bivouaced  on  a  bleak  northern  hill- 
side without  fires,  it  was  to  spend  abont  as  uncomfortable  a 
night  as  fell  to  their  lot  during  the  service. 

It  was  here  that  Major  Wright  for  the  first  time  was  able  to 
have  his  arm  dressed,  by  this  time  so  swollen  that  the  coat- 
sleeve  could  with  difficulty  be  removed.  He  had  also  received 
a  severe  and  troublesome  bruise  on  the  hip,  caused  no  doubt 
by  a  passing  fragment  of  shell,  as  the  skin  was  not  broken, 
although  the  clothing  was  torn  away.  Here  also  came  the 
evening  roll-call  and  the  sad  attempt  to  account  for  those  who 
failed  to  answer,  as  killed,  wounded  or  missing.  The  actual 
casualties  of  the  battle,  not  so  large  as  on  some  previous  occa- 
sions, were  nevertheless  quite  sufficient,  amounting  to  one 
officer  and  10  enlisted  men  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  five 
officers  and  36  men  wounded,  and  two  officers  and  39  men 
captured ;  total,  93.  Those  killed  or  who  died  of  wounds  were 
as  follows:  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Q.  Wilds,  Joseph  Con- 
way, Corporal  Carlos  P.  Weeks,  Sergeant  Chester  P.  Chan- 
nell,  Corporal  A.  C.  McCoy,  Morris  Mink,  William  Pranks, 
Sergeant  McB.  Nichols,  George  S.  Smith,  Peter  Carney,  Sid- 
ney B.  Diamond. 

Colonel  John  Q.  Wilds,  although  brave  to  a  fault,  was  an 
exceptionally  tender-hearted  man,  and  was  most  highly  re- 
garded, personally,  by  those  under  his  command.  The  wound 
received  by  him  should  not  have  cost  him  his  life,  but  under 
the  circumstances  and  conditions  such  was  the  unfortunate  re- 
sult. Just  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Winchester,  one  month 
earlier,  C<Jonel  Wilds  learned  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  devotedly  attached.  She  left  him  two  beautiful 
little  daughters,  and  on  the  very  day  before  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  came  to  him  the  tidings  that  one  of  these  had  gone  to 
join  her  mother,  while  the  other  was  dangerously  ill.  This 
left  him  very  despondent,  and  he  not  only  appeared  to  aban- 
don hope  from  the  moment  of  his  injury,  but  positively  re- 
fused to  permit  the  amputation  of  his  arm.  Blood-poisoning 
resulted,  from  which,  at  Winchester,  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1864,  he  died.    If  anything  need  be  added  to  this  sad  story 
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ooncerning  Colonel  Wilds  and  his  family,  it  is  found  in  the 
further  fact  that  the  death  of  his  remaining  daughter  took 
place  at  so  nearly  the  same  moment  as  his  own  that  although 
the  disposal  of  his  quite  considerable  estate  depended  alone 
upon  which  one  of  them  lived  longest,  the  court,  after  the  full- 
est possible  hearing,  was  unable  to  determine,  and  the  prop- 
erty was  by  consent  divided  equally  between  the  relatives  of 
the  Colonel  and  those  of  his  wife.  A  brother  of  Colonel  Wilds 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Winchester  where  he  lay  wound- 
ed, and  took  his  remains  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  where  in  the 
quiet  little  cemetery  the  family  were  reunited.  The  Colonel 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  in  1825. 
He  had  been  a  merchant  much  of  his  adult  life,  was  a  man  of 
more  than  average  intelligence,  of  refinement  and  of  the  most 
intense  patriotism.  He  was  a  kind  friend,  a  brave  soldier 
and  a  loyal  soul.    May  he  rest  well. 

Among  the  wounded  and  captured  officers,  mention  has 
already  been  made  of  the  escape  of  Captain  A.  B.  Knott,  by 
hiding  while  under  guard,  during  the  battle.  Lieutenant  C. 
H.  Kurtz,  being  severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  was  also  left  on 
the  field.  Captain  W.  W.  Smith  of  Co.  6  and  Lieutenant 
Charles  Davis  of  Co.  A,  both  taken  in  the  early  morning,  went 
into  a  long  and  tedious  captivity,  from  which  Lieutenant  Da- 
vis finally  escaped  at  Danville,  Va.,  the  next  February,  reach- 
ing our  lines  after  great  privation  and  danger.  Captains  A. 
M.  Loomis  and  E.  H.  Pound  were  both  slightly  wounded.  Of 
the  36  wounded  men,  many  were  severely  hurt  and  never 
again  rejoined  their  companies;  while  the  fortune  of  those 
who  were  taken  prisoners  was,  if  possible,  still  more  tr3dng 
and  unhappy. 

As  one  of  the  incidents  of  the  battle  it  might  be  mentioned 
that  Colonel  Wilds'  horse  escaped  when  his  rider  was  shot  and 
was  unheard  of  for  several  weeks.  He  had,  it  transpired,  re- 
ceived three  wounds  during  the  battle,  one  of  which  totally 
paralyz€id  his  fly-disturber;  and  when  finally  discovered  at 
Winchester  in  another  command,  there  was  some  uncertainty 
in  regard  to  his  identity.  This,  however,  was  set  at  rest  by 
procuring  an  interview  between  **01d  Charley,''  the  horse,  and 
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*  *  Old  John/'  the  colored  brother  who  had  taken  care  of  him. 
The  recognition  was  mutual  and  so  obvious  as  to  set  at  rest 
any  doubt  that  might  have  existed.  Major  Wright's  horse 
also  received  three  bullets,  but  although  one  of  them  passed 
clear  through  her  neck,  she  carried  her  master  throughout  the 
day.  The  neck  wound,  by  the  way,  proved  an  entire  cure  for 
a  case  of  **moon  eyes''  of  long  standing,  and  Colonel  Wright 
is  now  prepared  to  recommend  shooting  through  the  neck  as 
a  panacea  for  that  ailment. 

The  news  of  the  victory  at  Cedar  Creek  was  received  with 
^reat  rejoicing  throughout  the  country,  and  like  that  at  Win- 
chester was  signalized  by  General  Grant  with  a  salute  of  one 
hundred  shotted  guns,  fired  into  Petersburg.  The  President 
sent  General  Sheridan  an  autograph  letter  of  warm  congratu- 
lation, which  was  read  to  every  regiment  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  24,  and  received  with  most  enthusiastic  applause — the 
cheers  that  rose  from  one  command  after  another  re-echoing 
from  the  environing  mountains  as  a  fantastic  requiem  to  the 
many  voiceless  comrades  who  lay  in  shallow  graves  along  the 
line  of  the  old  camps,  to  which  the  several  regiments  had  re- 
turned three  days  previously.  The  weather  was  unusually  cold 
directly  after  the  battle,  especially  at  night,  and  no  little  suf- 
fering resulted ;  but  this  was  largely  mitigated  by  an  issue  of 
of  clothing  and  blankets  on  the  21st,  the  day  the  regiment  re- 
turned to  its  former  camp.  Upon  the  25th  the  regiment,  in 
common  with  the  entire  brigade,  received  four  months'  pay — 
the  entire  payment  being  made,  for  some  inscrutable  reason, 
between  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Very  soon  after  this  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Martinsburg  as  a  train  guard,  thus  giving  the  boys  an  excel- 
lent and  well  improved  opportunity  to  invest  their  newly 
acquired  wealth  in  unaccustomed  luxuries. 

The  succeeding  three  weeks  were  devoted  to  the  not  exceed- 
ingly desirable  duty  of  guarding  trains  over  the  twenty  odd 
miles  of  road  subject  to  Mosby's  raids,  with  alternate  rests  of 
from  one  to  three  days  at  the  front  and  Martinsburg.  The 
notable  incident  during  this  time  was  election,  which  was  held 
Nov.  8,  near  Martinsburg.     Mr.  John  Mahin,  of  Muscatine, 
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was  the  commissioner  to  take  the  votes  of  the  three  Iowa  regi- 
taents  in  that  army,  and  set  up  the  ballot  box  for  the  24th  on 
the  warm  side  of  a  huge  boulder,  where  the  writer  had  the 
privilege  of  easting  his  first  vote  for  the  great  emancipator  for 
President.  No  challenging  was  done ;  **old  enough  to  fight,  old 
enou^  to  vote,"  seemed  to  be  accepted,  although  there  were 
those  who  acknowledged  themselves  minors  and  did  not  at- 
tempt voting.  These  could  not  have  been  many,  however,  as 
303  votes  were  cast,  out  of  which  Lincoln. received  285  and 
McClellan  18,  more  than  half  of  the  latter  being  cast  by  a 
single  company. 

Snow  had  already  fallen  and  all  became  unpleasantly  aware 
of  a  colder  climate  than  had  been  before  experienced  during 
two  years,  when,  on  November  17,  the  order  to  prepare  winter 
quarters  was  received  with  great  enthiisiasm.  The  camp  was 
at  once  alive  with  busy  workers,  and  on  the  2l8t  the  pocket 
diary  before  referred  to  says:  **The  work  of  building  winter 
quarters  is  practically  done.  The  rows  of  neatlv  b^ilt  and 
comfortable  huts  seem  miracles  considering  the  means  at  com- 
mand. A  hatchet  and  spade  were  all  the  tools  used  by  the 
most  favored ;  and  with  a  few  logs,  slabs  and  boards,  and  dog 
tents  for  roofs,  they  made  pretty  good  houses."  General 
Sheridan,  in  orders,  named  this  Camp  Russell,  after  the  brave 
cavalty  oflBcer  killed  in  the  final  charge  at  Cedar  Creek;  and 
it  was  the  home  of  the  regiment  for  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
and  practically  of  its  sojourn  in  the  valley.  Not  much  of  in- 
terest attaches  to  this  period.  One  of  the  mornings  showed  a 
snow-fall  of  fifteen  inches,  and  it  was  quite  refreshing  to  hear 
the  cursory  remarks  with  which  the  boys  delved  into  it  to  find 
wood  enough  to  boil  coffee.  Another  day  brought  an  exciting 
panorama,  when  a  number  of  men  from  our  own  and  adjoin- 
ing infantry  regiments  went  into  a  deserted  cavalry  camp  less 
than  a  mile  in  our  front  and  were  caught  there  by  a  squad  of 
Mosby's  guerrillas.  The  chase,  as  seen  from  camp,  was  both 
serious  and  amusing.  T\\'0  members  of  the  24th  were  cap- 
tured; but  after  being  robbed  and  actually  stripped  of  their 
clothing,  were  permitted  to  return,  which  they  did  quickly 
and  gladly,  but  in  a  very  destitute  and  demoralized  condition. 
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On  December  30th,  Grover's  division  was  taken  out  of  tbe 
comfortable  quarters  at  Gamp  Russell  and  sent  to  the  terminus 
of  the  mdlitary  railway,  now  in  operation  to  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  Winchester.  The  24th  Iowa,  however,  was  ex- 
cepted, being  sent  to  the  town  itself  for  special  duty  at  Port 
headquaters.  This  was  considered  quite  an  h<mor;  and  as 
liieutenant-Colonel  Wright  (now  properly  mustered  as  such, 
ivith  Captain  Clark,  of  Company  E,  as  Major)  was  told  at 
Sheridan's  headquarters  that  this  arrangement  was  perma- 
nent, the  men  went  cheerfully  at  work  to  again  construct  win- 
ter quarters.  In  four  or  five  days  better  ones  than  ever  had 
sprung  into  existence — one  **mess"  with  two  or  three  brick- 
layers actually  indulging  in  brick  walls. 

January  4,  four  fortunate  officers  of  the  regiment  and  15 
lucky  men  received  the  leaves  and  furloughs  which  authorized 
them  to  make  the  trip  to  Iowa;  and  it  was  with  hungry,  but 
by  no  means  unfriendly  eyes  that  the  rest  of  us  stood  about 
and  saw  them  start.  Next  day,  at  7 :00  p.  m.,  came  orders  to 
be  ready  to  take  the  cars  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Bth. 
And  while  tfie  men  of  the  24th  are  busy  securing  the  pre- 
scribed three  days'  rations,  mourning  over  the  sudden  end  of 
the  dreams  of  easy  life  in  winter  quarters  and  speculating 
as  to  the  possibilities  of  their  unknown  destination,  we  leave 
them  for  the  present. 


KE-0-KUCK. — A  sale  of  lots  in  this  village,  and  a  portion 
of  the  farming  lands  within  the  surveyed  part  of  the  Half- 
Breed  Lands,  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next.  This  place 
is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  about  200  miles 
above  St.  Louis,  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  lower  rapids, 
where,  during  the  low  stages  of  water,  the  steamboats  land, 
and  lighten  their  boats  in  order  to  pass  over.  The  landing  is 
inferior  to  none  on  the  river — the  back  country  is  represented 
as  being  beautiful,  well  watered,  a^d,  as  soon  as  the  lands 
are  divided  and  sold  must  become  settled  by  hardy  and  indus- 
trious farmers. — Iowa  News,  (Dwhuque,)  June  10,  1837, 
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FIFTY-TWO  YEARS  IN  IOWA. 


BY   PROP.    W.   P.    HOWE. 

Late  Member  of  Faculty  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  High  School  and 

Female  Seminary. 


My  father's  first  visit  to  the  beautiful  country  lying  west  <rf 
the  Mississippi  was  in  1839,  at  which  time  he  crossed  that 
river  at  Flint  Hills  (now  Burlington),  and  made  a  very  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  territory.  He  was  so  delighted  with 
the  country  that  soon  after  the  election  of  General  Harrison 
to  the  presidency  in  1840  he  removed  his  family  from  Ohio 
to  Iowa,  and  located  in  Henry  CJounty,  near  Mt.  Pleasant.  He 
was  well  situated  in  Ohio;  had  established  a  flourishing  and 
successful  High  School  and  Academy  at  Lancaster  in  that 
State,  in  which  he  had  very  thoroughly  trained  for  active  life 
the  future  General  Sherman,  and  his  eminent  brother  Hon. 
John  Sherman,  the  distinguished  Senator  from'  Ohio,  as  well 
as  a  multitude  of  other  ambitious  young  men  who  afterward 
filled  honorable  and  illustrious  careers;  but  he  could  not  re- 
sist the  fascinations  presented  by  the  new  Eden  beyond  the 
great  Father  of  Waters,  and  so  at  a  great  loss  financially,  and 
putting  aside  the  most  flattering  prospects,  he  turned  his  face 
toward  the  western  world. 

My  father  was  a  very  ardent  Whig,  and  my  last  recollection 
of  Ohio  was  that  he  took  me  with  him  to  a  monster  Whig  mass 
meeting  at  Newark,  the  county  seat  of  Licking  County,  held 
in  honor  of  General  William  Henry  Harrison.  I  distinctly 
remember  to  this  day  the  quaint  log  cabin,  drawn  by  a  long 
procession  of  oxen,  the  barrels  of  hard  cider,  the  savory  barbe- 
cue, the  festive  coon,  the  flags,  banners  and  music,  the  elo- 
quent speeches  and  the  great  tumultuous,  enthusiastic  multi- 
tudes present  on  the  scene  in  honor  of  their  illustrious  leader. 

We  made  the  removal  from  Ohio  in  two-horse  wagons  filled 
with  the  usual  household  furniture  and  utensils.  Brother 
Hayward,  at  present  and  for  fifteen  years  past  the  successful 
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principal  of  the  Carson  City,  Nevada,  High  Sehools,'was  at 
that  time  the  baby,  and  there  was  generally  plenty  of  music  at 
the  head  of  the  column.  I  distinctly  remember  the  horrible 
corduroy  roads  across  the  Indiana  swamps.  Neither  language 
nor  imagination  can  do  them  justice,  but,  like  the  darkey 
doctor's  medicine,  they  would  either  kill  or  cure. 

The  journey  was  some  six  or  seven  hundred  miles,  and 
occupied  several  weeks.  Late  in  November,  1841,  we  located 
on  the  boundless  prairie  near  Mt.  Pleasant.  Our  first  home  in 
Iowa  was  on  the  Burlington  trail,  along  which  parties  of 
Indians  were  continually  passing  to  and  from  Flint  Hills  (now 
Burlington),  either  for  their  government  annuities,  food  sup- 
plies, ammunition,  trinkets,  or  **fire  water."  Our  cabin  was 
very  small,  situated  in  a  sea  of  luxuriant  prairie  grass  that 
rolled  its  green  billows  up  to  the  very  door.  Its  one  little  room 
was  at  once  parlor,  pantry,  bedroom  and  kitchen,  and  a  bois- 
terous crowd  of  happy  little  children  slept  in  a  trundle-bed 
under  the  bed.  A  hole  in  the  ground  about  seven  feet  deep, 
unwalled  and  without  a  sign  of  a  curb,  was  the  only  well.  All 
the  other  domestic  conveniences  were  equally  limited  and  in- 
adequate. 

Such  was  the  situation  that  confronted  my  mother,  who  had 
been  accustomed  all  her  life  to  all  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments, and  even  luxuries  and  refinements  of  a  highly  civilized 
and  long  settled  state.  But  she  faced  the  new  life  with  brave 
and  patient  heroism,  and  although  she  had  many  a  quiet  and 
sad  shedding  of  tears  over  the  desolation  with  which  she  was 
surrounded,  and  the  separation  from  loved  relatives  and  life- 
long friends  in  the  East,  yet  the  invincible  spirit  that  ani- 
mated the  Spartan  mothers  hushed  every  heart-ache — put 
away  every  tear — overcame  every  obstacle.  And  this  is  true 
of  every  pioneer  mother  of  Iowa  to-day.  May  their  memory 
ever  be  kept  green  and  sacred  in  the  hearts  of  their  country- 
men, and  the  tributes  of  deep  and  loving  gratitude  be  peren- 
nial and  eternal. 

For  over  two  years  all  our  cooking  was  done  by  an  open 
4re-place.  Such  a  thing  as  a  stove  was  unheard  of.  Com 
bread  and  pork,  with  rye  cofifee,  formed  the  prairie  bill  of 
fare,  with  an  occasional  dish  of  mustard  greens.    But  there 
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was  an  abundance  of  wild  game — deer,  wild  turkeys,  prairie 
chickens,  quails,  pheasants,  etc.,  which  afforded  a  very  pleas- 
sant  and  delightful  change.  Indeed,  the  choicest  beef  of  the 
present  day  couldn't  begin  to  compare  with  the  tender  young 
venison  of  that  early  period, — so  plentiful  and  tame  that  the 
young  deer  often  browsed  up  to  the  very  door. 

In  the  summer  time  the  snakes  were  so  numerous  that  they 
passed  to  and  fro  through  the  house  at  all  hours,  and  in  due 
time  one  of  the  children  was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake,  but  for- 
tunately recovered.  This  was  Oscar,  the  oldest,  now  for  more 
than  thirty-five  years  honorably  and  successfully  connected 
with  the  New  York  City  Schools. 

In  the  winter  of  1841-2,  my  revered  and  honored  father,  the 
late  Professor  Samuel  L.  Howe,  resumed  school  teaching  in  a 
log  cabin  set  apart  on  his  farm  for  that  purpose.  Prom  this 
little  prairie  academy  were  graduated  two  men  who  after- 
wards filled  important  stations  in  human  life.  One  of  them, 
Hon.  Thos.  Spearman,  was  sheriff  of  Henry  county  continu- 
ously for  seventeen  years,  and  the  other  one,  Jas.  Spearman, 
his  brother,  a  gallant  Captain  in  the  Union  army,  was  des- 
perately wounded  in  one  of  the  many  battles  around  Vicks- 
burg,  and  finally  died  of  his  wounds, — one  of  those  priceless 
offerings  on  the  altar  of  patriotism  with  which  Iowa's  brow 
is  gemmed  with  .a  glory  brighter  than  burnished  gold. 

In  1843  father  removed  his  school  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  then  a 
village  of  log  cabins,  **few  and  far  between.*'  There  being  no 
other  accommodations,  it  was  located  in  the  upper  room  of  the 
old  log  jail.  Hell  leered  through  the  grated  openings  below— 
Heaven  looked  with  smiles  of  love  and  welcome  throu^  the 
barred  windows  above.  Never  before  perhaps  in  human  life 
was  jail  so  dignified — so  utterly  transformed — so  glorified 
This  jail  deserves  commemoration  in  history  side  by  side  with 
the  famous  Bedford  street  jail  where  the  inmiortal  Bunyan 
wrote  the  inspired  allegory  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress.  Here 
to  this  little  college  jail  room  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  came  the 
bright,  ambitious  lads  and  lassies  of  the  ** village  of  the  plain." 
Wholesome  in  mind  and  body,  and  every  whit  as  Hnart  aa4 
spirited  as  the  peerless  Iowa  children  of  to-day.    I  remember 
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that  there  were  several  boys  from  the  country  in  attendance^ 
and  that  they  generally  stood  at  the  head  of  their  classes^ 
though  some  of  them  lived  three  or  four  miles  away.  Nearly^ 
every  day  father  would  give  the  school  a  brief  lecture,  and  al«- 
-ways  wound  up  with  the  forcible  expression,  **What!  are  you 
always  going  to  let  these  country  boys  beat  yout  And  they 
-with  so  much  work  at  home,  and  then  coming  so  far  to  school  T 
You  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourselves!"  But,  philosophize 
as  we  may  country  boys  have  always  led  the  procession.  The 
foremost  names  in  history,  in  every  department,  belong  to  that 
illustrious  array  of  mighty  spirits  who  began  their  humaiL 
destiny  on  the  farm. 

Prom  this  school  in  the  old  jail  was  graduated  one  of  the 
foremost  merchants  of  Mt.  Pleasant  to-day, — a  man  estimated 
to  be  worth  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  one  of  our 
leading  and  most  public-spirited  citizens.  Also  another  noble 
youth  left  this  jail  academy  who  afterwards  became  Grovemor 
of  Nebraska  and  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1844  the  school  was  temporarily  removed  to  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  now  the  residence  of  Dr.  Well- 
ington  Bird,  and  toward  the  close  of  1845  it  was  transferred 
into  the  Academy  Building  specially  erected  for  its  permanent 
home,  where  it  has  ever  since  remained,  having  an  unbroken 
record  of  over  fifty  years  of  continuous  existence,  making  it 
unquestionably  the  oldest  continuously  operating  institution 
of  learning  in  the  State.  During  this  long  eventful  period 
this  noble  institution  has  sent  out  to  bless  the  world  thousands 
of  whole-souled,  earnest  young  men  and  women  into  all  de- 
partments of  human  life.  The  present  principal,  Professor 
Seward  Curtis  Howe,  ever  since  he  took  chai^,  has  gradually 
maintained  the  reputation  of  the  school  and  kept  it  fully 
abreast  of  the  demands  of  modern  times. 

In  this  connection  it  is  only  just  and  proper  to  say  that  some 
of  Iowa's  most  distinguished  citizens  laid  strong  and  solid 
foundations  for  useful  life  work  in  this  school,  among  whom 
the  late  Judges  Tracy  and  Browning  of  Burlington,  Judge 
Sampson,  Judge  L.  6.  Palmer,  Judge  W.  I.  Babb,  Hon.  Jno. 
*S.  Woolson,  U.  S.  Circuit  Judge,  Hon.  B.  J.  Hall,  Hon.  John 
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Van  Valkenburg,  Judge  A.  H.  Bereman,  Major  Thos,  A. 
Bereman,  Hon.  Edwin  Vancise,  Hon.  Alvin  Saunders,  ex- 
-Gtovemor  and  ex-U.  S.  Senator  of  Nebraska,  and  a  long  array 
of  other  equally  distinguished  names.  Judge  J.  C.  Hall  and 
•Judge  David  Borer  of  Burlington,  life-long  supporters  of  the 
school,  were  among  my  father's  warmest  personal  friends, 
though  their  politics  were  as  wide  apart  as  the  poles. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Whig  party  my  father  became  a 
free  soiler,  though  in  Henry  County  he  was  quite  alone  in  that 
grand  and  noble  advocacy  of  **free  soil,  free  speech^  free  labor 
and  free  men."  At  a  very  early  period  his  house  was  a  sta- 
tion on  the  ** underground  railroad"  (the  first  one  north  of 
Salem),  and  many  a  poor  colored, man,  woman  and  child  did 
he  help  on  their  way  from  slavery  to  freedom, — bidding  them 
Ood  speed,  not  with  loving  and  encouraging  words  alone,  but 
also  with  transportation,  money,  food  and  clothing.  But  as  a 
free-soiler  and  abolitionist  he  was  bitterly  hated,  and  had  to 
endure  the  wickedest  persecution.  But  he  was  every  whit  a 
hero, — a  hero  fit  to  be  named  with  classic  martyrs  of  the  past. 
His  property  was  destroyed,  his  stock  stolen,  emissaries  were 
sent  to  take  his  life,  and  finally  he  was  brutally  mobbed  by  the 
pro-slavery  ruflSans  in  the  streets  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  I  have 
heard  my  venerable  mother,  now  84  years  old,  often  say  that 
she  expected  to  see  him  brought  home  dead  almost  any  day,— 
a  victim  to  the  deadly  malice  of  the  pro-slavery  men.  But  my 
father  was  a  man  of  the  most  heroic  and  fearless  courage — 
one  of  God*s  grand,  great-hearted  noblemen.  He  defied  per- 
secution, hatred,  loss  of  property,  social  ostracism  and  even 
dared  death  itself  in  defense  of  those  immortal  principles  that 
afterwards  became  the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  great  Na- 
tional Republican  Party. 

In  1848  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  only  abolition,  free- 
soil  paper  then  published  in  the  Northwest.  The  paper  was 
called  The  Iowa  Freeman^  and  was  published  by  Alanson  St 
Clair  at  Ft.  Madison.  D.  !M.  Kelsey  was  its  first  editor.  In 
1849  the  paper  was  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  County, 
this  State,  where  my  father  finally  bought  it  and  published  it, 
under  different  names,  for  more  than  ten  years:    During  the 
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exciting  presidential  campaign  of  1856  it  was  one  of  the  most 
pwDwerf ul  and  influential  advocates  of  the  principles  of  Repub- 
licanism in  the  State,  and  even  now  national  distinction  in  the 
^reat  political  battlefield  of  the  Union.  My  father  lost  nearly 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  this  heroic  newspaper  work,  as  he  had 
-already  sacrificed  thousands  of  dollars  before;  but  he  never 
regretted  all'  this  marvellous  self-sacrifice  and  toil,  for  he 
lived  to  see  his  life-long  principles  at  last  triumphant  and 
■crystallized  in  the  platform  of  the  grandest  and  greatest  po- 
litical organization  of  modem  times. 

I  presume  that  no  man — no  newspaper — did  more  effective 
-work  for  the  election  of  Governor  Grimes,  Iowa's  first  Re- 
publican Governor,  than  did  my  father,— for  not  only  did  his 
newspaper  exercise  a  powerful  influence  in  every  jwrtion  of 
the  State,  but  he  also  made  a  personal  canvass  of  the  same, 
and  delivered  ringing  and  eloquent  Republican  speeches  in 
•every  large  city  and  town. 

In  the  momentous  conflict  in  Kansas  between  the  Free  State 
men  and  the  Border  RuflSans,  coveripg  the  period  from  1855  to 
1859,  two  of  my  father's  sons,  at  the  most  critical  period  of 
the  contest,  stood  side  by  side  with  the  heroic  John  Brown 
in  the  great  preliminary  struggle  between  freedom  and  slavery 
just  preceding  the  civil. war,  and  the  old  hero  of  Osawatomie 
and  Hickory  Point  never  had  more  devoted  defenders. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out,  my  father  sent  three  sons  and 
two  sons-in-law  to  the  Union  armies,  and  from  the  15th  day 
of  April,  1861,  to  the  21st  day  of  July,  1865,  there  was  always 
a  member  of  the  Howe  family  in  the  service  maintaining  the 
honor  of  the  old  flag  and  the  integrity  of  the  nation.  To  the 
day  of  my  father's  death  this  fact  sweetened  every  hour  of 
the  beloved  hero's  existence,  and  invested  his  life  with  a  halo 
of  happiness. 

But  I  must  bring  these  reminiscences  to  an  end,  leaving 
untold  very  many  interesting  events  for  lack  of  room.  My 
mother,  now  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  and  myself,  are  the 
only  two  members  of  the  family  who  have  lived  in  Iowa  over 
fifty-two  years.    We  feel  very  proud  that,  under  God,  we  have 
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been  permitted  this  great  honor.  It  is  certainly  an  experi- 
ence well  calculated  to  fill  any  honest  heart  with  just  pride 
and  satisfaction. 

As  I  draw  to  a  close  suffer  me  to  say  that  no  imagrination 
can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the 
Iowa  Eden  as  it  existed  in  the  early  territorial  settlement.    It 
was  one  vast  ocean  of  billowy  plain,  gorgeous  with  flowery 
beauty — ^vocal  with  harmonies  of  life  and  landscape   almost 
divine.    The  soul  gazed  in  wonder  on  a  scene  more  brilliant 
than  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold, — ^more  beautiful  than 
the  vales  of  Valambrosa, — more  enchanting  than  dreams  of 
Araby  the  Blest.     The  warble  of  bird — the  hum  of  bee — 
swelled  the  sweet  chorus  of  the  great  hymn  of  nature.    Beau- 
tiful groves  here  and  there  dotted  the  emerald  landscape  with 
the  glory  of  God's  first  temples.    Everywhere,  all  around,  in 
limitless  and  unequalled  grandeur  and  loveliness,  swept  away 
one  vast,  magnificent  pastoral.     Here,  amidst  this  wealth  of 
beauty  and  glory,  might  have  been  written  the  Odes  of  Horace 
— the  Georgics  of  Virgil — the  tender  lyrics  of  Burns — the  ma- 
jestic measures  of  Scott.  '  Herds  of  deer  fearlessly  roamed  the 
vast  verdant  plains,  and  the  wild  turkey,  the  pheasant  and  the 
whistling  quail  swarmed  in  countless  numbers  in  its  secluded 
woodlands  or  along  its  pellucid  streams,  and  the  call  of  the 
pinnated  grouse  from  the  flower-crowned  prairies*  fell  on  the 
ear  with  a  melody  pure,  joyous  and  never  to  be  forgotten. 
The  picturesque  Indian,  solitary  and  reserved,  still  lined  its 
romantic  rivers  with  his  wigwams,  and  chanted  his  legendary 
hymns  from  the  bosom  of  its  peaceful  vales. 

All  this  has  passed  away  forever.  Fifty  years  have  wrought 
a  wondrous  and  a  mighty  transformation.  Iowa  is  the  miracle 
of  the  ages.  From  her  primeval  wilderness  has  been  carved 
out  the  most  wonderful  commonwealth  of  the  Union, — the 
brightest  star  in  our  proud  galaxy  of  States.  Truly  a  peer- 
less empire, — Christian,  enlightened,  progressive.  All  honor 
to  that  noble  band  of  pioneers  who  dared  the  dangers  and 
privations  of  the  wilderness  that  they  might  build  for  future 
generations  this  mighty  State.    Many  are  dead, — have  passed 
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away  to  **that  silent  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns.'' 
But  few  remain.  All  too  soon  shall  we  see  these  venerable 
heroes  no  more  forever.  May  they  ever  be  crowned  with  the 
love  and  honor  of  a  grateful  people.  To  have  been  a  pioneer 
in  the  upbuilding  of  such  a  peerless  and  majestic  State  as 
ours — ^representative  of  all  that  is  noblest  and  best  in  modem 
-civilization — is  a  crown  of  honor  to  any  man  or  any  woman^ 
and  may  well  entitle  every  venerated  old  settler  of  Iowa  to  the 
love  and  gratitude  of  mankind. 

God  bless  those  dauntless  heroes, 

The  West's  brave  pioneers — 
All  honor  to  their  courage. 

To  their  memory  our  tears. 
They  bore  the  toil  and  hardship, 

They  gave  their  noblest  powers 
To  build  in  matchless  beauty 

This  glorious  State  of  ours. 

God  help  us  guard  the  treasures 

Committed  to  our  trust, 
And  may  angels  keep  their  vigil 

Above  their  sacred  dust; 
Hifi^h  on  the  roll  of  glory 

Will  their  peerless  names  be  seen, 
And  love, — in  song  and  story, — 

Will  keep  their  memory  green. 
Mt  Pleasant,  Iowa,  October  18,  1894. 
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EDITORIAL     1>EPARTME  NT- 


GRIMES— CARPENTER. 


The  leading  article  of  this  number  of  The  Annals  is  a 
very  able,  carefully-written  study  of  the  character  and  life- 
work  of  James  W.  Grimes — ^a  man  to  whom  history  will  as- 
sign a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  American  Statesmen — from 
the  pen  of  Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  one  of  his  successors  as  Gov- 
ernor of  Iowa,  who  knew  him  intimately  and  well  for  many 
years.  Gov.  Carpenter  writes  with  full  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  in  sincere  appreciation  of  the  man  who  was  in  a  large 
sense  his  mentor,  at  his  own  entrance  into  public  life.  The 
article  is  a  valuable  one.  It  is  a  rare  thing  in  the  history  of 
States,  that  any  man  has  such  a  hold  upon  the  masses  of  the 
people  as  Gov.  Grimes  possessed  in  the  winter  of  1857-8.  ^The 
great  issue  raised  by  the  slave  power  was  before  the  country 
and  he  had  fought  it  to  the  death  so  far  as  Iowa  was  con- 
cerned— in  some  of  the  most  memorable  and  remarkable  can- 
vasses that  ever  took  place  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Mr.  Car- 
penter had  been  chosen  to  the  Iowa  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  autumn  of  1857,  by  a  district  comjMwed  of  19  counties 
in  the  northwestern  comer  of  our  State.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  his  long  and  honored  public  career.  The  writer 
at  that  time  published  the  only  paper  in  that  great  district 
which  supported  Carpenter — ^his  competitor  being  John  P. 
Buncombe,  who  has  since  risen  to  distinction  as  a  leader  in 
the  Democratic  party.  This  pioneer  contest  was  conducted 
with  energy  and  determination  on  both  sides.  It  resulted  in 
Carpenter's  election  by  the  small  majority  of  not  far  from  125, 
The  names  before  the  voters  for  United  States  Senator  were 
those  of  Gov.  James  W.  Grimes,  and  Gen.  GJeo.  W.  Jones^ 
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the  then  incumbent  of  the  position.  The  newspaper  referred 
to — The  Freeman,  of  Webster  City — supported  Grimes. 

Prior  to  the  last  session  of  the  State  Legislature  in  Iowa 
City,  which  made  the  division,  Webster  County  included  the 
present  county  of  Hamilton  within  its  borders,  as  is  shown  by 
the  old  maps.  At  a  previous  election  Webster  County  had 
voted  to  issue  $100,000  in  bonds  to  aid  in  building  a  railroad, 
and  it  was  reported  that  an  effort  would  be  made  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1858  to  apportion  this  sum  between  the  two  counties — 
a  proposition  peculiarly  distasteful  to  the  people  of  Hamilton. 

The  writer  called  the  attention  of  Gov.  Grimes  to  this  mat- 
ter, asking  his  aid  in  defeating  the  me^ure.  The  Governor 
replied  in  the  following  hitherto  unpublished  letter,  which 
possesses  much  interest  when  read  in  connection  with  Gov. 
Carpenter's  article: 

Des  Moines,  Jan.  29,  1858. 
My  Dear  Sir:  ' 

Your  favor  of  the  15th  inst.  came  duly  to  hand. 

I  have  thus  far  watched  the  proceedings  of  the  GenL  Assembly,  but 
up  to  this  time  no  bill  to  legalize  the  issue  of  bonds  by  either  Webster 
or  Hamilton  Counties  has  been  introduced.  No  such  bill  even  if  enacted 
into  a  law  would  be  of  any  avaiL  If  the  issue  would  be  illegal  without 
the  law,  it  would  be  illegal  with  it.  This  question  has  just  been  decided 
by  the  Supreme  CJourt  in  a  case  brought  up  from  Lee  County.  By  refer- 
ence to  the  acts  of  last  session  you  will  see  that  a  law  was  passed  to 
legalize  the  issue  of  bonds  by  Lee  and  Davis  Counties.  I  believed  the 
law  valueless  and  refused  to  sign  it,  but  allowed  it  to  take  effect  by 
retaining  it  in  my  hands  three  days.  The  question  came  up  upon  the 
validity  of  this  legalizing  act  and  it  was  held  by  the  full  bench  to 
be  wholly  worthless. 

I  shall  put  some  of  our  friends  on  their  guard  against  such  a  measure 
if  presented,  though  if  passed,  it  cannot  result  to  your  disadvantage. 

I  suppose  you  have  learned  the  result  of  the  Senatorial  election.  I 
wish  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  kind  expressions  contained  in 
your  letter,  and  in  the  "Freeman,''  in  relation  to  me  personally,  and 
I  trust  an  opportunity  at  no  distant  day  will  be  presented  when  I  can 
in  some  degree  reciprocate  your  kindness. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  your  representative,  Mr.  Carpenter, 
occupies  a  very  high  position  in  the  House  and  is  an  honor  to  his  con- 
stituents.    I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

James  W.  Crimes. 

Charles  Aldrich,  Esq.,  Webster  City,  Iowa, 
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REMOVING  THE  BATTLE  FLAGS. 


Most  of  the  States — even  those  of  the  South — long  ago 
placed  th«  flags  borne  by  their  military  organizations,  during 
the  war  for  the  Union,  in  safe  and  permanent  quarters.  But 
those  of  Iowa  had  hung  in  the  old  Adjutant-General's  oflSce,  in 
Des  Moines,  with  very  slight  protection,  subject  to  the  influ- 
•ences  of  decay  and  gradually  dropping  to  pieces.  This  neglect 
was  occasionally  mentioned,  but  no  movement  for  their  pro- 
tection was  ever  initiated  until  the  winter  of  1892,  when  Hon. 
A.  J.  Chantry,  of  Mills  County,  introduced  **  Senate  File  No. 
374,  a  bill  for  an  act  for  the  better  protection  of  the  colors, 
standards  and  battle-flags,  carried  by  Iowa  regiments  and  bat- 
teries in  the  war  of  the  rebellion."  This  bill,  which  became  a 
law,  referred  the  matter  to  the  Adjutant-General  and  Curator 
of  Historical  Collections,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $3,000 
to  defray  the  expense  of  procuring  the  necessary  cases  and 
arranging  the  flags.  There  were  many  delays,  owing  to  the 
illness  and  absence  of  Adjutant  General  Greene,  who  had  the 
matter  principally  in  charge;  but  after  he  was  able  to  visit 
several  other  States  and  study  the  disposition  which  had  been 
made  of  their  flags,  plans  were  prepared  which  met  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Executive  Council,  resulting  in  the  construction 
of  two  compact  and  most  beautiful  cases^ — one  on  each  side  of 
the  entrance  to  the  State  Library.  Upon  the  completion  of 
this  work,  there  seemed  to  be  a  unanimous  feeling  among  the 
surviving  soldiers  of  this  State  in  favor  of  making  the  trans- 
fer of  flags  to  the  capitol  building  an  affair  of  ceremony,  in 
which  all  who  marched  under  them  should  be  invited  to  par- 
ticipate. This  feeling  was  also  universal  among  our  people 
generally.  In  deference  to  this  unmistakable  public  sentiment 
Gov.  Frank  D.  Jackson  on  the  28th  of  June  issued  his  pro- 
•clamation  naming  the  10th  day  of  August,  1894,  **as  an  appro- 
priate day  for  the  transfer  of  the  battle-flags  from  the  State 
Arsenal  to  the  capitol  building,  *'  recommending  that  this  day 
^*be  known  and  referred  to  as  Battle  Flag  Day,  and  that  it  be 
observed  as  a  public  holiday  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  the 
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patriotism  and  valor  of  lowa'e  soldiers,  living  and  dead." 
The  matter  was  then  taken  in  hand  by  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  who  issued  an  '' official  announcement  for  Bat- 
tle Flag  Day." 

The  details  of  the  parade  and  exercises  are  too  lengthy  to 
be  reproduced  in  these  pages,  but  may  be  found  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  10th  and  11th  days  of  August.  We  also  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  probability  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
•day  with  all  its  incidents  before  and  afterwards,  will  be 
officially  published  in  a  neat  memorial  volume  accessible  to  all. 
The  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  estimated  that  there  were 
3500  to  4000  Iowa  Soldiers  of  1861-65  in  the  city,  all  of  whom 
who  were  able  to  walk  were  eager  to  join  in  this  last  march 
in  honor  of  these  precious  old  flags  under  which  so  many  of 
their  comrades  had  died.  The  day  was  very  hot,  and  some 
vexatious  delays  occurred  in  the  formation  of  the  parade,  but 
the  occasion  as  a  ^hole  was  a  magnificent  success,  only  sur- 
passed, perhaps,  in  interest  and  importance  by  the  great  gath- 
ering of  20,000  Iowa  soldiers  at  Des  Moines  in  1870. 

The  flags  having  been  delivered  to  the  representatives  of  the 
various  regiments  by  Lt.  Gov.  W.  S.  Dungan,  the  procession 
marched  to  the  Capitol,  where  the  exercises  were  as  follows : 

1.  Call  to  order  by  Gen.  J.  W.  Noble,  late  Sec'y  of  the  Interior, 

presiding  officer. 

2.  Music,  by  the  Des  Moines  Union  Band. 

3.  Invocation,  Kev.  A.  V.  Kendrick. 

4.  Original  Poem,  Major  S.  H.  M.  Byers. 

5.  Address, '  *  Returning  the  Flags  to  the  State, ' '  Major  John  F.  Lacey. 

6.  Response  by  Governor  Frank  D.  Jackson. 

7.  Martial  Music,  Carper's  Drum  Corps. 

8.  Song,  **Star  Spangled  Banner, "Mrs.  Jessie  Cheek. 

The  following  is  an  official  list  of  the  flags  carried  by  Iowa 
Regiments  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  borne  by  the 
^Id  soldiers  to  the  Capitol  building : 

1       i        S 

ABM   or   SERVICE.  .2  fl  »g 

*  rt  9 

^2;      «      o 

CAVALRY. 

First  regiment   1 

^Second  regiment 4 

Third  regiment 2  2 
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Fourth  regiment 1                    f 

Fifth  regiment t 

Seventh  regiment 1 

Eighth  regiment  1       '  t 

ABTILLBET. 

Firrt  battery 2 

Second  battery  1 

Fourth  battery  1  1 

INFANTRY. 

First  regiment  1 

Second  regiment 4  2 

Third  regiment  3 

Fourth  regiment    ^ ,2 

Fifth   regiment    1  2 

Sixth  regiment  2  1 

^Seventh  regiment   2  1 

Eighth  regiment  •. 2  2 

Ninth  regiment    2  2 

Tenth  regiment   2 

Eleventh   regiment    2  1 

Twelfth  regiment  1  2 

Thirteenth   regiment 1 

Fourteenth  regiment 1  1 

Fifteenth  regiment 4  3 

Sixteenth  regiment   2  2 

Serenteenth  regiment  3  2 

Eighteenth  regiment  1  2 

Nineteenth  regiment ^ 1  2 

Twentieth  regiment    1  2 

Twenty-first  regiment 1  1 

Twenty-second  regiment    2  2 

Twenty-third  regiment   .* 1  1 

Twenty-fourth   regiment    1 

Twenty-fifth  regiment    2  3 

Twenty-sixth  regiment   : 2  1 

Twenty-seventh  regiment  1  2 

Twenty-eighth  regiment  2  2 

Twenty-ninth  regiment   1 

Thirtieth  regiment    2 

Thirty-first   regiment    2  2 

Thirty-second  regiment    1 

Thirty-third  regiment    1  1 

Thirty-fourth   regiment    2  1 

Thirty-fifth  regiment    2  2 

Thirty-sixth    regiment    2 

Thirty-eighth   regiment 1 

Thirty-ninth  regiment 2  1 

Fortieth  regiment 1 

Unknown    1 

COLOBED  TBOOPS. 

First  infantry  (60  U.  S.  Vol.  A.  D.) 1 

Total    «7  69        It 
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THE  WASTE  IN  PRIVATE  HANDS. 


Siijce  the  organization  of  the  Historical  Department  we 
have  often  had  occasion  to  learn  how  soon  and  how  sadly  the 
most  precious  books,  documents  and  other  memoranda,  are 
lost  or  destroyed,  when  retained  in  private  hands.  True,  there 
are  private  collectors,  and  occasionally  other  private  persons, 
who  carefully  preserve  whatever  comes  into  their  possession; 
but  these  are  only  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  Losses  occur 
from  accident,  neglect,  fires — in  fact,  in  numerous  ways.  The 
most  of  these  objects  are  within  very  short  periods,  utterly 
wiped  out.  This  is  really  the  order  of  nature.  Thoreau,  the 
poet-naturalist  of  New  England,  deemed  it  a  wholesome  thing* 
that  houses  should  be  burned  with  their  contents,  once  about 
every  so  many  years,  in  order  that  there  should  not  be  too- 
great  accumulations  of  what  he  considered  mere  rubbish  t 
And  looking  to  periods  somewhat  longer  than  we  have  in  ccm- 
templation  at  this  time.  Dr.  Holmes  sets  forth  in  ''The  One- 
Hoss  Shay,"  that: 

"Little  of  all  we  value  here 
Wakes  on  the  morn  of  its  hundredth  year.'' 

What  has  most  annoyed  the  writer  of  this  item  is  simply  this  r 
That  it  has  become  so  very  diflScult  to  procure  certain  early 
Iowa  documents,  implements,  utensils  in  use  fifty  years  ago,  or 
even  specimens  of  fire-arms  with  which  our  early  settlers  de- 
stroyed game  and  drove  back  the  Indians.  Up  to  this  time  we 
hav6  not  been  able  to  secure  one  of  the  guns  carried  in  the 
Spirit  Lake  Expedition  of  1857.  We  can  easily  recall  the 
days  when  flint-lock  muskets,  which  came  down  from  the  Rev-^ 
olutionary  War,  or  the  War  of  1812,  were  quite  plenty  in 
almost  every  neighborhood.  They  were  always  certain  to  be 
brought  out  in  western  New  York  at  the  Company  and  *  *  Gen- 
eral Trainings"  of  the  ** barefoot  militia.'*  But  they  are  now 
only  to  be  met  with  in  museums.  So  of  scores  of  articles. 
which  would  at  this  time  be  veritable  curios,  as  showing  the 
customs  and  handicrafts  of  our  fathers.    One  of  our  old-time 
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Iowa  physicians — Hon.  S.  G.  Matson,  of  Linn  County,  who 
«till  happily  survives,  and  to  some  extent  practices  his  profes- 
sion— ^has  sent  to  the  Historical  Department,  not  only  a  great 
deal  in  the  way  of  precious  early  literature,  but  the  antiquated 
** pill-bags,"  surgical  instruments  and  portmanteaus,  which  he 
used  half  a  century  ago.  But  where  an  individual  is  thus 
<5areful  to  preserve  such  objects,  one  might  search  the  whole 
State  over  and  not  find  another. 

The  plain  deduction  from  all  this  is,  that  if  the  reader  hap- 
pens to  own  valuable  books,  documents,  autograph  letters, 
manuscripts,  or  other  objects -of  historical  or  archaeological 
value,  the  best  disposition  that  can  be  made  of  them  is  to  place 
them  in  some  public  collection  where  the  building  is  fire-proof, 
and  where  systematic  care  will  be  taken  of  its  contents.  In 
our  efforts  to  obtain  early  Iowa  newspapers  we  often  hear  that 
such  and  such  files  have  been  lost  in  fires.  Several  Iowa  jour- 
nalists have  freely  presented  their  files  to  the  Historical  De- 
partment, because  of  this  constant  danger  of  ?ires.  In  our 
beautiful  capitol  all  such  objects  are  not  only  well  cared  for, 
in  no  danger  from  dampness,  the  ravages  of  insects  or  fires, 
but  are  always  accessible  to  the  public.  If  one  does  not  feel 
like  surrendering  the  ownership  of  such  articles,  they  may  be 
loaned  to  the  State.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  some  of  the 
finest  museums  in  the  country  are  largely  made  up  of  loan 
collections.  Even  the  great  National  Miiseum  at  Washington, 
exhibits  and  cares  for  hundreds  of  objects  thus  loaned  to  it 
The  best  thought  upon  this  topic  is  doubtless  this:  That  as 
a  general  rule  these  loans  are  seldom  called  for.  The  practice, 
however,  is  an  excellent  one,  for  the  people  are  benefited,  the 
objects  are  always  preserved  and  may  be  repossessed  if  nec- 
essary. 
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NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Ez-GovEKMOB  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  died  at  bis  home  in  Iowa  City, 
on  the  Ist  day  of  September.  He  was  close  upon  81  years  of  age,  and 
nearly  half  of  his  life  was  a  citizen  of  Iowa.  He  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, was  educated  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  for  several  years  waa 
a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  the  National  Capital.  He  taught  school  in 
York  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  some  time,  and  in  1835  accompanied  his 
father  and  family  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  assisted  in  clearing  up 
a  farm  in  the  heavy  woods  which  then  covered  a  large  portion  of  that 
State.  Tiring  of  the  hard  labor  and  privations  of  farm  life  in  a  new 
country,  he  decided  in  1841  to  study  law,  entering  the  oflSce  of  Judge 
Hartley,  at  Mansfield.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1843,  and  in  1845 
was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the 
county,  in  which  position  he  served  with  ability  for  four  years.  In  1850 
he  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  framed  the  present 
Constitution  of  Ohio,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations.  In 
1855  he  removed  to  this  State,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Iowa  City, 
where  he  acquired  an  interest  in  a  large  flouring-mill  on  the  Iowa  River. 
But  he  did  not  remain  long  in  private  life.  The  great  uprising  of  the 
American  people  against  the  extension  of  human  slavery  into  our  new- 
Territories  was  then  at  its  height,  and  a  breaking  off  from  former  party 
affiliations  was  alarming  the  old  leaders  of  the  Whigs  and  Democrats. 
The  Republican  party  was  in  process  of  formation,  made  up  of  men  who 
were  determined  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  slavery.  A  call  had  been 
issued  on  the  3rd  of  January,  1856,  for  a  State  Convention  to  meet  at 
Iowa  City,  on  the  22d  of  February,  to  organize  a  Republican  party  in 
Iowa.  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood  was  chosen  a  delegate  from  Johnson  County 
to  that  convention.  In  the  evening  after  its  work  had  been  accomplished, 
an  enthusiastic  session  was  held,  in  which  several  stirring  speeches  were 
made  by  delegates  who  afterwards  became  famous  in  State  and  National 
history.  Among  these  was  Mr.  Kirkwood.  His  was  among  the  most  im- 
pressive speeches  of  that  historic  gathering,  and  from  that  day  he  became 
one  of  the  trusted  leaders  and  counselors  of  the  new  party.  At  the  next 
election  he  was  chosen  State  Senator  from  Johnson  County,  serving  four 
years  with  marked  ability.  He  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  State  bank- 
ing law  enacted  by  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  after  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  1857,  which  first  authorized  banking  in  Iowa. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  Gov- 
ernor and  elected  over  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge,  his  Democratic  opponent,  by 
3,200  majority.  His  administration  of  the  State  Government  for  four 
years  has  never  been  equaled,  and  he  has  passed  into  history  as  lowa'e 
*  *  Great  War  Governor. ' '  It  was  under  his  administration  that  the  forty- 
nine  regiments  of  Iowa  volunteer  soldiers  were  raised,  officered  and  equip- 
ped which  did  such  honor  to  the  State  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Governor,  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln,  Minister  to  Denmark,  but  declined  the  position. 
In  1866  he  was  chosen  United  States  Senator  to  succeed  James  Harlan, 
who  had  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  In  1875  he  was  again  elected 
Governor  and  before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  was  chosen  United  States 
Senator  for  six  years.  Before  this  term  expired,  he  was  invited  into  Gar- 
field's Cabinet  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  vrhere  he  remained  until  after 
the  tragic  death  of  the  President.  He  was  now  well  advanced  in  years 
and  retired  to  his  pleasant  home  at  Iowa  City,  where  for  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  he  enjoyed  freedom  from  public  responsibilities  and  the 
profound  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  private  life  was  pure,  plain 
and  unostentatious,  as  his  whole  public  career  was  patriotic  and  un- 
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selfish.  He  was  actuated  by  the  single  inspiration  of  the  public  good. 
In  the  whole  galaxy  of  Iowa 's  eminent  public  men,  it  is  truth  to  say,  that 
none  ever  held  a  wanner  place  in  the  affections  of  her  people,  or  stood 
higher  in  their  confidence  and  admiration.  It  is  our  hope,  in  some  future 
number  of  The  Annals,  to  present  a  more  elaborate  study  of  his  lifo 
•and  public  services,  with  several  illustrations. 

Hon.  Thomas  Mitchell  died  at  his  home,  in  MitcheUville,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1894.  He  was  born  in  Claremont,  New  Hampshire,  March  3, 
1816.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  16  years  of  age,  and  being  left 
without  a  home,  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  laborer.  His  education  was  lim- 
ited to  very  moderate  attendance  at  the  country  district  schools.  He  came 
West  in  the  fall  of  1839,  wording  awhile  upon  a  farm  near  St.  Charles, 
Missouri.  In  March,  1840,  he  came  to  Iowa,  stopping  at  Keosauqua, 
where  he  again  went  to  work.  During  that  year  he  bought  a  "claim,'' 
In  Jefferson  county.  In  1841  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elmira 
Swift,  of  Thedford,  Vermont.  In  1844  Mr.  Mitchell  removed  to  Polk 
County,  and  built  a  log  cabin  near  Cainp  Creek,  in  which  he  entertained 
travelers.  This  was  the  first  house  built  in  the  county  outside  of  Fort 
Des  Moines.  In  1846  he  entered  1,080  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Beaver  township.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  present  when  the  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Indians  occupying  this  part  of  the  country,  by  which  they  sold 
their  lands  to  the  General  Government.  In  1846  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  the  county.  In  1857  he  was  elected  Representative  in  the  Legislature, 
serving  in  the  first  General  Assembly  in  Des  Moines,  where  the  new  cap- 
ital had  been  established  and  a  State  House  erected  the  year  before 
In  1867  Mr.  Mitchell  founded  the  town  of  MitcheUville,  and  as  long  as 
he  lived  no  saloon  was  ever  permitted  to  exist  in  that  thriving  vil&ge. 
In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  four  years.  He  waa 
largely  instrumental  in  procuring  the  establishment  of  the  ' '  Girls '  Indus- 
trial School"  at  MitcheUville.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Universalist  denomination  during  his  whole  mature  life. 
Major  E.  H.  Conger  said  of  Thomas  Mitchell  that  **for  fifty  years  he 
had  been  the  counselor  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State.  He  had  all  this 
time  a  voice  in  the  affairs  of  the  State,  for  his  advice  was  always  sought. 
His  influence  over  men  was  wonderfpl,  and  it  was  great  because  he  never 
betrayed  it.  He  gave  to  all  good  purposes;  his  life  was  one  continuous 
charity,  one  continuous  effort  to  do  good.  The  pocwr  were  never  sent  away, 
and  the  weak  never  asked  in  vain  from  him."  Prof.  C.  C.  Cory  said  of 
him :  * '  Poor  in  lands  and  money,  but  in  all  other  respects  the  richest  man 
that  ever  died  in  Iowa.  In  all  that  makes  true  riches,  he  was  most  rich. 
He  bore  a  good  name  and  won  the  respect  and  love  of  his  fellow-men. ' ' 

Thomas  S.  Wright,  eldest  son  of  Hon.  George  G.  Wright,  died  in 
New  York,  from  fracture  of  his  skull  by  a  fall,  on  the  26th  of  July.  He 
was  born  in  Keosauqua  in  1845,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  Van  Buren 
County,  finishing  his  school  education  at  the  State  University.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  in  March,  1864,  and  in  November  was 
promoted  to  Adjutant.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he  was  made  a 
prisoner  near  Memphis,  and  sent  to  Andersonville,  where  he  suffered  all 
the  horrors  of  that  infamous  pen  until  the  next  spring.  He  never  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  the  inhuman  treatment  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected, and  to  the  end  of  his  life  patiently  endured  the  broken  health 
which  so  many  of  the  survivors  of  that  den  of  horrors  must  carry  to  their 
graves.  After,  the  war  he  took  the  law  course  in  the  State  University. 
He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Des  Moines,  as  a  part- 
mer  of  the  late  T.  F.  Withrow.    He  became  an  eminent  la^er,  and  upon 
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the  death  of  Mr.  Withrow  was  appointed  general  counsel  for  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad  Company,  removing  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  lamented  death.  He  made  |i  brilliant  record  as  a  soldier,  he 
was  a  profound  lawyer,  but  he  was  most  prized,  by  those  who  knew  him 
best,  for  his  fine  personal  and  social  qualities. 

Thomas  Lyman,  who  resided  in  an  early  day  at  Maqu<Aeta,  Jackson 
County,  Iowa,  died  at  his  residence  in  Downer^s  Grove,  Illinois,  on  the 
6th  day  of  July,  at  the  age  of  70  years.  He  was  bom  in  Vernon,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1824,  the  son  of  Rev.  Orange  Lyman,  who  came 
West  in  1839,  and  settled  upon  government  land  near  Downer's  Grove. 
Wben  the  family  arrived  at  Chicago  the  total  number  of  houses  was  but 
450.  In  the  winter  of  1838-39  Thomas  attended  school  at  Fort  Dearborn, 
returning  in  the  spring  to  his  father's  farm  where  he  remained  until  1843. 
He  then  went  to  Grandville,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  store 
until  1847.  On  Dec.  3  of  that  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Perde  A. 
Clark,  of  Andover,  O.,  who  survives  him.  He  and  his  brother,  Stephen  D. 
Lyman,  were  engaged  for  two  or  three  years  in  merchandising  at  Rockton, 
111.  In  1851  he  settled  in  Maquoketa,  where  he  started  a  general  store, 
continuing  in  business  until  1857,  when  he  returned  to  Chicago.  Ten 
years  later  he  settled  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Downer's  Grove,  which 
was  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  largely  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business,  and  was  almost  continuously  a  land  owner  in  Iowa.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  episodes  in  Mr.  Lyman's  life  was  meeting  with  old 
John  Brown  while  the  latter  was  aiding  slaves  to  escape  from  South- 
ern bondage.  Brown  had  several  closely  covered  wagons,  each  of  which 
contained  fugitive  slaves  on  their  way  to  the  land  of  freedom.  Mr.  Lyman 
was  on  horseback  and  overtook  the  strange  cavalcade  several  miles  west 
of  Des  Moines.  He  saw  at  a  glance  that  the  members  of  the  party  were 
well  armed,  and  ready  any  moment  to  defend  themselves.  A  conversa- 
tion at  once  sprang  up  between  him  and  Brown,  from  which  the  latter 
soon  learned  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  Mr.  Lyman  who  was  a 
strong  anti-slavery  man.  Four  or  five  miles  west  of  the  city  Brown 
turned  off  southward,  crossing  the  Raccoon  and  Des  Moines  rivers  at 
fords  where  there  was  less  likelihood  of  meeting  spies  or  U.  S.  Marshals 
than  on  the  direct  route.  An  account  of  this  affair  was  published  In  the 
D€9  Moines  Register  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Ljonan  was  a  born  sports- 
man, and  in  the  old  days  when  birds  were  plenty,  came  every  year  to 
Iowa  during  the  shooting  season.  He  was  an  able,  far-seeing  business 
man,  a  most  genial,  estimable  gentleman,  highly  intelligent,  and  a  lover 
ot  books  and  works  of  art.  He  was  a  noted  breeder  of  Jersey  cattle. 
and  had  kept  a  fine  herd  of  these  beautiful  animals  many  years.  lie 
had  made  for  himself  an  ideal  home  at  Downer's  Grove,  distinguished  for 
refinement,  old-fashioned  courtesy  and  generous  hospitality. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Chambers  died  at  his  home,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  on  the 
5th  day  of  August,  at  the  age  of  76.  lie  was  bom  in  Staunton,  Vir- 
ginia, in  1818.  lie  was  educated  as  a  phvsician  and  settled  at  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  in  1847.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Tipton,  Cedar  County,  foj 
about  thirty  years,  attaining  high  rank  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  3r)th  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which  Judge  Rothro<»k 
was  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Dr.  Chambers  was  commissioned  Surgeon.  He 
remained  in  the  service  until  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  when  im- 
paired health  compelled  <hira  to  resign.  lie  spent  the  last  twelve  years 
of  his  life  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  eastern  Iowa. 

Edward  M.  Crow,  who  died  in  Linn  Countv,  on  the  28th  of  July, 
was  the  first  white  settler  in  that  county.  He  was  bom  in  Orange 
County,  Indiana,  in  1816.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1837,  and  made  a  claim 
near  where  the  village  of  Viola  now  stands.  Nov.  14,  ISJil).  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bennett,  who  was  the  first  school  teacher  in  Linn  county. 
Mr.  Crow  was  a  good  citizen  and  a  prominent  and  very  successful  farmer. 
He  endured  all  the  privations  and  hardships  inseparable  from  pioneer 
life,  and  made  of  his  old  homestead  one  of  the  most  attractive  places 
in  that  county. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


584  ANNAL8  OF  IOWA. 

Db.  William  R.  Smith,  of  Sioux  City,  died  at  his  home  on  the  lit 
of  July.  He  was  bom  in  Ocean  CJounty,  N.  J.,  December  30.  1828.  Bi 
studied  medicine  and  attended  lectures  in  New  York  City,  at  the  «il 
Ck>llege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  first  began  practice  at  Maofl^ 
Mich.  In  1856  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Sioux  City,  wiiere  he  ptte* 
ticed  medicine  for  eleven  years.  In  1861,  when  there  were  Indian  trooUek 
on  the  frontier,  a  volunteer  company  of  mounted  riflemen  was  raised  l» 
protect  the  settlers,  of  which  Dr.  Smith  was  chosen  First  Lieutenant. 
In  1862,  when  the  terrible  Sioux  massacres  desolated  western  Minnesota^ 
Dr.  Smith  was  chosen  chairman  of  a  vigilance  committee  organised  tH 
protect  Sioux  City  and  vicinity.  In  the  winter  of  1863,  he  was  ooflk* 
missioned  bv  Governor  Kirkwood  to  visit  the  Iowa  soldiers  in  the  fieH- 
and  hospitals  and  inspect  their  sanitary  condition.  He  visited  those  M 
Grant's  army  at  Vieksburg,  and  w^&s  instrumental  in  doing  much  te 
their  comfort.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Board  of  Bt* 
rollment,  serving  in  that  capacity  during  the  draft  of  186^.  In  1866  ki 
was  appointed  Receiver  of  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  for  the  Sioux  City  dfa^ 
trict,  and  served  with  fidelity  until  the  office  was  removed  to  Des  Motnefc 
in  1878.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  First  National  Bank  m 
Sioux  City,  and  also  of  the  Sioux  City  &  Pembina  Railroad  Compaqr* 
In  1878  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Gear  one  of  the  CommissicmeBI 
to  the  Paris  Exposition,  and  while  absent  made  a  tour  of  Europe.  Dr; 
Smith  was  a  prominent  Unitarian,  helped  to  organize  and  build  UnUff 
church  at  Sioux  City,  and  was  for  many  years  president  of  the  board  M 
trustees.  Few  men  in  northwestern  Iowa  were  as  widely  known,  ani 
none  more  highly  esteemed  by  all  classes  of  citizens.  For  nearly  forty 
years  he  had  been  prominent  in  all  good  works  for  the  development  ci 
that  part  of  the  State,  and  the  building  up  of  the  flourishing  city  wbeit 
he  spent  his  days. 

Colonel  Richard  K.  Miller  died  at  his  home  in  Des  Moines  on  tfa» 
27th  day  of  August.  Fie  was  bom  in  Indiana  in  1838,  and  came  t^ 
Iowa  in  1860,  settling  in  Polk  county.  He  first  enlisted  in  the  Stati 
service  in  1861,  in  an  expedition  fitted  out  to  protect  the  frontier.  Ift 
March,  1862,  he  joined  Company  I,  14th  Infantry,  serving  until  he  ysm 
disabled  by  an  injury  to  his  eyes,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  home  la 
Indiana.  There  he  was  appointed  Captain  of  Company  I,  of  the  128th. 
Indiana  Volunteers.  He  afterwards  served  as  Colonel  of  his  regimeoL 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Des  Moines  and  was  elected  Tretf* 
urer  of  Polk  County,  serving  two  terms  with  ability  and  fidelity.  Mardl*- 
ing  with  the  old  soldiers  on  "  Battle  Flag  Day,"  he  was  prostrated  hf 
the  terrible  heat,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  a  few  days  latefe 
He  was  widely  known  and  universally  esteemed. 

Dr.  Myron  Underwood,  of  Hardin  County,  died  suddenly  of  betit 
disease,  at  his  home  in  Eldora.  on  the  12th  of  August.  He  was  bom  tt 
Montville,  Ohio,  August  7,  1833,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical 
College.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1854.  settling  at  Steamboat  Rock,  lift 
next  year  he  removed  to  Eldora,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  19 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  Assistant  Surgeon. of  the  12th  Iowa 
Infantry  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1886  he  was  elected  to  tlK 
State  Senate,  ably  representing  the  district  which  comprised  the  countiet 
of  Hardin  and  Grundy.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  whose  life  htti 
been  eminently  useful,  and  his  name  will  l<mg  be  borne  in  kincQy 
remembrance. 


James  Brownlie,  who  recently  died  at  his  home  in  Liong  Grofc^ 
Scott  county,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  that  part  of  Iowa.  ^ 
was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1807,  and  in  1838  came  to  Iowa  whidi  had  jmt 
been  organized  as  a  Territory.  He  selected  a  claim  at  Liong  Grove  whert 
he  made  a  pleasant  home  which  he  occupied  to  the  day  of  his  death,  fi 
was  at  his  place  that  the  notable  picnic  was  held  July  4,  1845,  at  wfaMi 
nearly  everybody  in  that  county  had  assembled  to  celebrate  the  day,  whet 
Col.  Davenport  was  murdered  at  his  house  on  Rock  Island  by  the  Fo* 
and  Hodges  gang  of  desperadoes.  Mr.  Brown Ke  was  known  by  all  of 
the  old  residents  of  that  section  of  the  State  and  highly  esteemed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


d& 


THIRD  SERIES.  VOL.  I.     NO.  8. 


JANUARY,     1895. 


Annals  of  Iowa. 


A  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY. 


,  tinctf « 


PUBLISHED    BY    THE 


HISTORICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  IOWA.  i 


PRICE   $1.00  PER  YEAR.      SINGLE  NUMBER  2$  CENTS. 


DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 


=F 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^^^^^^^^^^^^  ANNALS                                ^^H 

I 

^^^^^^^^^^^^B       Contents  fob  Jani  ary,  18i>5. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^                         J/  /.*<  f  *#*/  /<'  r  ii/*o 

^H 

^         HirBUi  l*rice,  (Portrait)                                FroDti8pie«e 

. 

^^^H         The  Pnblit'  Hervieea  at  Hiram  Priets 

'V5 

^^B                                                  B.  F.  Gt  E. 

( 

^^^^L         Fort  Ann  strong  ( Illustration  \ 

t;i>2 

^^^^K                                    Mes.  Mabia  p£;cii 

^^^^^^^  Letters  of  Win.  Cliirk  Hiid  Natlinniel  Prior, 

f.i;j 

^^^B                                            Elliott  Couei^s. 

^^^■i        The  Sttd  War  Experiences  of  Two  Brothers  (Portrait) 

fi'21 

^^M                                               H.  [.  Smith. 

^^^B         The  Des  MoiiioR  River  Laud  Grant  ( Portrait} 

l'.29 

^^V                                        Col.  C.  H.  aATcn. 

^^^B          The  Southeni  Boundary  of  lown  (Portrait)  . 

»UI 

^^^A                                          Feank  E.  Landers. 

^^^^^^^  Tbff  Border  War  between  Iowa  aiid  Missoiiri  i  Pi^rtrnif  1 

r..-i 

^^^^^V                                 Hon.  Alfred  Hebabd. 

^^^^  The  Rush  to  Anns  in  IS*)!  (^Portrait) 

ti57 

^^^^»                                       W.  B.  Moore. 

^^^^^^"                                   Editorial  Dt^parfmrtti 

^^^H         The  Origin  of  a  Famous  Inscriptiou,    . 

mi 

^^^V         Why  we  Prized  the  (Ottoman,      ,     .     . 

ms 

^^^B         The  Boundary  between  Iowa  and  MiBsourit 

*m 

^^^H         JuHticB  to  Edward  RusselL     .... 

am 

^^B         The  Midland  Monthly, 

mi 

^^^V         Our  Articleg  and  Engraviu^B  (IlluBtration)  . 

«rt8 

^^^K         New  Publications, 

Ii70 

^^^B        Notable  Deaths. 

«7l 

^^^^^^  Index»    .     .     .     .           . 

•175 

^^^^^^^^^K                                                                             tllPIHMtEO  Vf  ilBttiiAtI  BHQ».,  Df  1  WOlNf* 

^^^^^V                                                                                                                  Digitized  by  Google                     1 

^ i ' : >^-^ym^«^g^J 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


\NNALS  OF  1'  ;• 


r 


\  1*1  .  J.  N<'.  ^.  I'm  MiiNK^,  l«'wv.  ♦'A^ '  \in  ,  1- 


TllK   prilLK^  SLUVlvt:.^  OF  IM. 

iiirain  I'm*  •»  w?is  !•<  \\^  in   \V:i  !  i*i;';  -u  ' 
'.\:\   .i;ti:u*i}   10,  l-^ll      Hi>  I' tin  r  jv  ri  •>'.♦   'i 

'III.     !\UI'^'    ')M    tit      MMilk-^    (if    tl'<*  J    I'l     .;;.     r 

Wli'i'j  Jlira'ri  w,.«-  --Ix  u-in'^oi-l  }m^  w 'u  -  •  ■'  i  ■ 
-fliO')i  will'  Ii  •v\.''  k   pi  in  M,f  ii«'i/(  *M  .         : 
'    I'i'inij  s«'!i< 'oi.    'I    .isvva^lon^  Im'!'.  t- 
■as  .'Stj'.l'iisf.t'i],  H'  ;'   ,s  hat  s^'L^mih  tl.*  ' 

"  1  I  ti'>n  aii<i  i;-':  *  '>\  t'l-*  'jid-fa.'-^iL''!  \ 

•  h'.\  kw'i'^  of  l.'H)iv>.  1!    :^^H/.iiit's,  k'm: 
t  h\   any  i>ra!  -  j>hjjtv  in    tliosv    !■ 

•  '.■♦    Mh'a-^^  tiH    i'.v.i"\«?.  that   ft  >\    \^ '  ' 
TM'f.  in   r»'rai!u.^  1 1  ♦?  niciiiory  ci    I 

-  ■>      '  I  still  }j-u*    'i  \ivi(i  r  ''{/Jt'.'t,.. 

-  '    ii  <  f  oii-iii-  Inai.r  fr«>in  iht-  ni;;! 

'•  ii.\  ri«_(]!*    ..I'  1   t;.'  iaa\  ily  wo  m1<   i   ! 
1    .^iMiiiy,  11.  .i^'m^r  a   loncsniii'    \\  t 
*    ti.r  lav  .1  *  'rno(»n-.  ."-nail    as    ]   wa.-     I    .> 
'     ^'  a  car  ^^e  alnng  fiu  ri\('r  iit'ar  tn*  -i     r 
•/  '  !;."«»  Ill  Km;  shad*'  ttf  .S'>inr  t^r.  *^t  t  .■    :     • 
'  .\   'H'at  wit'i  a  io|t(' atta.  ijt'd  In  a  1  I  '^*  -•  • 
h  »ur  alone-  ai  •lin^''  lor  tl:o  rfiin.*i->l» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Annals  of  Iowa. 


Vol.  I,  No.  8.  Des  Moinba,  Iowa,  Januaby,  1895.  3d  Ssbiss. 


THE  PUBLIC  SERVICES  OF  HIRAM  PRICE. 


BY    B.    F.    OLE. 


Hiram  Price  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, January  10,  1814.  His  father  reinoved  to  and  lived  on  a 
farm  lying  on  the  banks  of  the  Juniata  River,  in  MiflSin 
County,  about  a  mile  below  the  little  village  of  Waynesburg. 
When  Hiram  was  six  years  old  he  was  sent  to  a  small  private 
school  which  was  kept  in  the  neighborhood  as  both  a  day  and 
evening  school.  This  was  long  before  the  public  school  system 
was  established,  and  what  schools  there  were  in  the  country 
settlements  were  private  enterprises,  sustained  by  private  sub- 
scription and  kept  by  the  old-fashion  traveling  country  school 
teachers,  who  were  then  mostly  men.  School  books,  as  well 
as  all  kinds  of  books,  magazines,  and  even  newspapers,  were 
not  by  any  means  plenty  in  those  days  in  farm  houses,  and 
were  among  the  luxuries  that  few  were  able  to  secure.  Mr. 
Price,  in  recalling  the  memory  of  his  earliest  school  days, 
says:  "I  still  have  a  vivid  recollection  when  a  little  boy  of 
seven  of  coming  home  from  the  night-school  alone,  the  river 
on  my  right  and  the  heavily  wooded  hills  on  my  left,  dark 
and  gloomy,  making  a  lonesome  walk  for  a  small  boy.  On 
Saturday  afternoons,  small  as  I  was,  I  well  remember  pad- 
dling a  canoe  along  the  river  near  the  shore  to  a  favorite  fish- 
ing place  in  the  shade  of  some  great  trees,  where  I  anchored 
my  boat  with  a  rope  attached  to  a  large  stone  and  spent  many 
an  hour  alone — angling  for  the  sun-fish."     The  school  days. 
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lasted  but  from  two  to  three  months  of  the  year,  and  boys 
were  brought  up  to  make  themselves  useful  at  farm  work  as 
fioon  as  they  were  large  enough  to  help  at  any  kind  of  labor. 
Young  Hiram  had  a  taste  for  reading  from  the  time  he  was 
«ight  years  old,  and  on  one  of  his  horse- back  rides  to  the  dis- 
tant mill  with  a  bag  of  wheat  thrown  over  the  back  of  the 
animal,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  an  old  man  who  was  will- 
ing to  lend  him  some  books  to  read/  He  thus  got  "Plutarch's 
Lives,'*  "Rollin's  Ancient  History,'*  and  other  books,  which 
he  read  evenings  after  the  day's  work  was  done,  by  the  light 
of  a  tallow  candle. .  In  this  way  the  farmer's  boy  got  his  first 
knowledge  of  the  great  world  outside  and  began  to  acquire  a 
thirst  for  knowledge  that  a  few  years  later  took  him  from  the 
farm.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  got  a  position  in  a 
country  store  at  a  salary  of  twenty-five  dollars  a  year,  and 
board.  At  the  end  of  eighteen  months  he  had  mastered  the 
art  of  book-keeping  by  single  entry,  and  his  salary  was  raised 
to  S200  a  year.  Brought  up  to  habits  of  industry  and  the 
most  rigid  economy,  the  young  man  had  the  courage  to  marry 
the  girl  of  his  choice,  Miss  Susan  Betts,  when  he  was  twenty, 
and  getting  a  salary  of  but  $300  a  year.  But  he  knew  he 
could  live  somehow  and  keep  his  expenses  within  his  earnings, 
which  he  did,  never  running  in  debt.  Years  afterward  when 
he  had  won  fame  and  fortune  in  the  West  he  wrote  to  young 
men:  "The  world  owes  no  man  a  living  until  he  has  earned  it. 
Industry  and  economy  are  worth  more  in  the  battle  of  life 
than  genius  or  wealth,  or  influential  friends  or  relations.  The 
industry  and  economy  become  a  part  of  the  individual,  and 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  without  his  consent.  The  others 
may  all  leave  him  whether  he  consents  or  not." 

The  following  extract  from  a  private  letter  reveals  the  con- 
edition  financially  of  the  young  man  when  he  ventured  to  take 
the  most  important  step  in  his  life:  "I  was  twenty  years  old 
when  we  were  married  and  our  combined  capital  was  §145. 
So  that  the  contract  for  life  between  us  had  no  mercenary  tinge 
to  mar  its  harmony  or  engender  strife.  For  over  fifty  years 
we  were  one  in  purpose,  one  in  eflFort,  one  in  hope.   We  took 
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-counsel  of  each  other  on  all  subjects  relating  to  our  affairs; 
our  efforts  and  aims  were  one.  Our  comforts  and  our  cares 
were  joint  stock  and  common  property/' 

After  several  years  of  hard  work  and  rigid  economy  they 
had  accumulated  a  capital  of  $2,000,  which  was  invested  in  a 
piece  of  real  estate.  But  the  title  proved  defective  and  the 
hard  earnings  were  lost.  Undismayed  by  this  misfortune, 
they  decided  to  move  to  the  far  West  and  begin  again  in  a  new 
country.  In  1844  they  moved  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  and 
settled  at  the  little  village  of  Davenport,  which  then  had  about 
800  inhabitants.  When  Mr.  Price  decided  to  open  a  little 
store  in  the  frontier  village  where  he  expected  to  make  his 
future  home  he  had  only  about  a  hundred  dollars  in  money. 
A  historian  of  early  times  in  Davenport  writes  of  him  at  this 
time  as  follows:  '*His  small  pecuniary  resources  were  supple- 
mented by  a  valuable  capital  of  another  kind.  What  he  lacked 
in  money  was  made  up  in  other  possessions  of  greater  value — 
he  had  youth,  energy,  perseverance,  business  tact,  stern  in- 
tegrity, was  rigidly  temperate  and  conscientious  in  all  his 
transactions."  Could  a  young  man  have  a  better  equipment  for 
success  in  life,  starting  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder?  Such  a 
man  was  sure  to  succeed,  and  in  a  few  years  he  had  established 
an  excellent  business  reputation  and  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  In  1847  he  was 
elected  first  School  Fund  Commissioner  of  the  county  under 
the  State  organization,  which  had  been  established  the  year 
before.  The  next  year  he  was  elected  Recorder  and  Treasu- 
rer for  Scott  County,  and  was  continued  in  this  responsible 
position  for  eight  years,  serving  with  the  utmost  fidelity  until 
he  declined  a  re-election. 

Mr.  Price  has  always  been  a  radical  and  determined  oppo- 
nent of  the  use  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  freely  giving 
his  time  and  money  to  promote  temperance  movements  and 
organizations.  As  early  as  1847  he  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  a  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  in  Daven- 
port. In  February  of  the  next  year  he  was  the  most  influen- 
tial leader  in  organizing  a  Grand  Division  of  the  Sons-of       t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


588  ANNALS  OP  IOWA. 

Temperance  for  the  State.  He  was  for  many  years  at  the 
head  of  that  organization,  and  for  a  long  period  was  annually 
chosen  to  represent  it  in  the  National  Division  of  North 
America.  In  1854  a  movement  was  made  by  the  temperance 
workers  of  Iowa  for  the  establishment  of  a  **Maine  Law 
League/*  the  object  of  which  was  to  arouse  and  influence  the 
people  of  the  State  to  demand  the  prohibition  by  law  of  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Neal  Dow,  the  distinguished 
temperance  apostle  of  Maine,  had  in  1851  secured  the  enact- 
ment of  such  a  law  in  his  State,  and  it  had  wrought  a  great 
reform  from  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  the  temperance 
people  of  many  of  the  Northern  States  had  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  similar  legislation.  When  the  "State 
Alliance"  was  organized  in  Iowa,  Hiram  Price  was  by  common 
consent  made  its  first  President,  for  he  had  by  this  time  be- 
come recognized  by  the  temperance  workers  of  Iowa  as  an 
untiring,  uncompromising  and  fearless  leader  in  the  cause.  It 
was  determined  to  urge  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law  at 
the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature  and  bring  all  possi- 
ble influence  to  bear  to  secure  a  law  that  would  be  effective. 
Hiram  Price,  David  S.  True  and  John  L.  Davies,  of  Daven- 
port, were  the  three  men  selected  to  draft  a  bill  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature.  They  met  at  Mr.  Price's  office  and  there 
devised  and  put  in  legal  form  the  bill  which  was  afterwards 
enacted  into  the  first  Iowa  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law.  Dr. 
Amos  Witter,  a  Democratic  Representative  from  Scott  County, 
was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  bill,  and  he  introduced  it 
promptly  in  the  House  on  the  13th  of  December,  1854.  ,  It 
met  with  most  determined  opposition  at  every  stage  of  progress, 
but  finally  passed  both  houses  and  received  the  approval  of 
Governor  Grimes.  The  only  important  change  in  the  bill  as 
drafted  by  Messrs.  True,  Price  and  Davies,  was  that  which 
submitted  the  act  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  State  at  the 
April  election,  for  approval  or  rejection.  The  friends  of  pro- 
hibition opened  an  active  campaign  and  secured  the  adoption 
of  the  Prohibitory  Law  by  a  majority  of  nearly  3,000. 
A  determined  organized  eflFort  was  at  once  made  by  the 
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liquor  interest  in  many  of  the  larger  towns  of  the  State  to 
defeat  the  enforcement  of  the  new  law,  and  the  Grand  Division 
of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  decided  to  establish  a  paper  in  the 
interest  of  enforcement.  The  new  paper  was  established  at 
Davenport  and  called  "The  Temperance  Organ."  Hiram 
Price  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprise  and  upon  him 
devolved  its  editorial  management. 

That  it  was  courageous,  aggressive  and  able  under  his  di- 
rection, it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state.  The  first  number, 
which  is  before  me,  is  a  handsomely  printed  seven-column 
paper  having  for  its  motto,  ''Be  Just,  and  Fear  Not."  The 
leading  editorial  article  thus  announces  the  mission  of  the 
new  paper:  "The  money  and  influence  of  the  brotherhood  of 
liquor  dealers  and  their  sympathizers  are  at  work  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law.  The  press — that  mighty  engine  for  good  or  evil — 
has  in  many  instances  been  subsidized  to  aid  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object;  and  while  this  has  been  the  case, 
not  one  paper  in  the  whole  State  of  Iowa  was  found  to  breast 
the  torrent,  except  incidentally.  This  state  of  affairs  called 
loudly  for  an  organ  through  which  the  temperance  people  of 
Iowa  can  be  heard — a  paper  whose  great  object  should  be  to 
defend  our  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law  against  its  enemies,  and 
to  refute  the  slanders  and  false  charges  made  against  it.  We 
shall  ask  but  one  question  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  sub- 
jects discussed  in  this  paper,  and  that  is,  is  it  right?  And  if 
satisfied  of  this,  if  persuaded  that  the  cause  of  justice  and 
humanity  will  be  subserved  by  it,  we  shall  go  ahead  without 
reference  to  consequences  or  policy.  We  will  assist  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  to  place  demagogues  where  they  belong, 
and  to  sweep  from  existence  grog-shops  of  every  size  and 
shape,  until  the  face  of  this  green  earth  shall  know  them  only 
as  things  that  were.  We  are  not  rich  enough  to  disregard 
the  known  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people,  nor  are  we  poor 
enough  to  be  bought  by  place  and  power.'' 

With  such  a  pure  and  noble  purpose  did  this  new  paper 
start  out. 

In  writing  of  this  enterprise  thirty  years  later,  Mr.  Price 
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says:  '*The  music  made  by  that  'organ'  may  not  have  been 
very  artistic,  but  no  one  could  fail  to  understand  the  character 
of  the  tunes.  It  was  published  a  year  and  a  half,  when  my 
money  gave  out,  and  the  music  so  far  as  that  organ  was  con- 
cerned ceased.  In  return  for  the  time  and  money  I  expended, I 
obtained  a  large  addition  to  my  stock  of  experience.  Among 
the  large  chunks  of  knowledge  that  I  acquired  in  this  news- 
paper enterprise  was  the  fact  that  it  is  not  always  the  men 
who  make  the  loudest  professions  and  longest  prayers  who  are 
the  best  Christians.  Thousands  of  people  are  willing  to  talk 
and  even  pray  for  temperance,  but  comparatively  few  are 
willing  to  pay  for  it." 

The  prohibitory  law  was  to  go  into  effect  on  the  4th  of  July 
after  its  enactment,  and  the  saloon  men  had  made  threats  of 
violence  against  anyone  who  attempted  to  enforce  it  in  Daven- 
port. Mr.  Price  and  other  leaders  of  the  temperance  socie- 
ties had  often  received  letters  threatening  their  property  and 
lives  if  they  undertook  to  close  the  saloons.  Under  the  lead 
of  Hiram  Price  preparations  were  quietly  made  to  reinforce 
the  officers  executing  the  law  in  a  manner  that  would  be  most 
effective  with  law-breakers. 

Application  was  made  to  the  military  authorities  for  arms, 
which  resulted  in  securing  a  brass  six- pounder  and  fifty-four 
muskets  with  bayonets  and  cartridges.  It  soon  became  known 
that  arms  had  been  secured  and  the  saloon  keepers  and  their 
friends  threatened  to  capture  them.  They  secretly  organized 
a  crowd  in  Davenport  which  was  strongly  reinforced  by  their 
friends  in  Rock  Island.  At  the  hour  agreed  upon  they  came 
together  on  the  4th  of  July  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  cap- 
turing the  arms,  and  directed  their  line  of  march  towards  the 
place  where  the  cannon  was  kept.  Many  of  the  temperance 
guard  were  absent  attending  celebrations,  but  Hiram  Price 
happened  to  be  down  town  and  heard  the  threats  of  the  gath- 
ering mob.  Hastily  securing  some  powder  and  bullets  he  hur- 
ried to  where  the  cannon  was  kept,  warning  out  such  of  his 
friends  as  he  met  on  the  streets.  Thirteen  determined  men 
were  soon  at  the  rendezvous  and  had  barely  time  to  get  their 
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field  piece  loaded  and  in  position  before  the  mob  was  seen 
advancing  upon  them  about  200  strong.  It  was  a  moment  of 
intense  excitement.  The  cannon  was  in  position  to  sweep  the 
street  upon  which  the  mob  was  advancing,  and  supported  by 
thirteen  cool,  determined  men  with  loaded  muskets  and  fixed 
bayonets.  Mr.  Price  was  in  command,  and  as  the  mob  ad- 
vanced he  gave  his  orders  to  his  little  band  to  make  no  move- 
ment until  he  discharged  his  revolver — then  tafire  the  cannon, 
and  immediately  re-load  and  fire  again,  then  use  the  bayonets. 
Price  then  slowly  walked  out  towards  the  advancing  crowd, 
presented  his  revolver,  and  ordered  the  howling  mob  to  halt! 
To  his  surprise  they  stopped.  Pointing  towards  his  little  com- 
mand, he  addressed  the  crowd  in  the  following  words:  "That 
cannon  is  loaded  with  bullets  to  kill.  When  I  fire  this  pistol 
that  cannon  will  be  fired."  Marking  a  line  across  the  street, 
he  continued:  "If  you  cross  this  line  I  shall  fire  this  pistol! 
You  have  fair  warning — if  you  disregard  it  you  must  take 
the  consequences." 

The  mob  hesitated,  the  front  rank  began  to  fall  back,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  they  retired  to  a  safe  distance.  While  there 
was  no  man  living  more  cordially  hated  by  them  than  Hiram 
Price,  they  knew  that  he  always  ktqA  his  promises.  That 
ended  the  attempt  to  disarm  the  prohibitionists,  but  it  by  no 
means  terminated  the  contest  between  the  opposing  forces. 

To  the  day  that  Mr.  Price  removed  from  the  State  he  never 
ceased  to  use  his  influence  and  contribute  of  his  means  to  sus- 
tain the  law  he  was  so  largely  instrumental  in  placing  upon 
the  statute  books  of  Iowa. 

He  has  never  wavered  in  his  lifelong  warfare  on  saloons, 
has  never  hesitated  to  strike  hard  and  heavy  blows  at  crimes 
against  law  and  society,  and  has  never  withheld  the  expression 
of  his  earnest  convictions  from  considerations  of  policy  or 
fear  of  consequences,  personally  or  politically. 

When  others  became  lukewarm  or  discouraged,  he  remained 
firm ;  when  party  policy  dictated  compromise  with  the  saloon 
interest,  he  raised  his  voice  and  wielded  his  pen  with  the  old- 
time  vigor  of  youth  in  protest.    When  the  history  of  Prohibi- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


592  ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 

tion  is  written  for  Iowa,  no  name  will  rank  higher  among  the 
leaders  and  unflinching  advocates  of  the  cause  than  Hiram 
Price. 

In  1853  a  railroad  was  projected  from  Chicago  westward  to 
some  point  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Work  had  been  begun 
npon  the  eastern  end  of  it,  and  the  citizens  of  Davenport  held 
a  conference  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  company  to  lo- 
cate its  line  through  Rock  Island,  Davenport,  across  Iowa 
westward  to  CJouncil  Bluffs.  Mr.  Price  was  chosen  to  visit 
the  chief  towns  along  the  proposed  route  and  get  them  inter- 
ested in  the  project.  This  was  the  initial  movement  which 
resulted  later  in  building  the  great  Rock  Island  Railroad 
through  Iowa,  and  on  westward  toward  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

In  1869  a  railroad  was  projected  from  Davenport  north- 
ward, and  Mr.  Price  was  chosen  President  of  the  company. 
He  put  $10,000  of  his  own  money  and  all  of  his  unsurpassed 
energy  into  the  enterprise,  and  built  the  road  to  Maquoketa 
and  equipped  it.  He  also  built  a  portion  of  the  branch  run- 
ning northward  via  Wheatland.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that  there 
were  no  jobs  for  friends  or  favorites  in  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  these  roads.  Everything  was  done  on  principles 
of  the  strictest  integrity  and  in  the  interest  of  the  stockholders 
who  had  furnished  the  money  to  build  the  road.  No  combi- 
nation of  influential  parties  was  able  to  swerve  the  President 
from  the  faithful  execution  of  the  trust  placed  in  his  charge. 
While  the  road  was  beneficial  to  Davenport  and  the  country  it 
passed  through,  it  was  not  a  profitable  investment  to  the  men 
who  furnished  the  money  to  build  it  and  Mr.  Price  never 
realized  a  dollar  from  the  enterprise. 

Mr.  Price  had  been  a  Democrat  all  the  early  years  of  his 
life  and  after  he  settled  in  Iowa  was  an  active  member  of  that 
party.  He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  first  offices 
he  held  in  this  State.  But  the  position  his  party  had  gradually 
been  taking  for  several  years  in  defense  of  the  encroachments 
of  slavery  in  the  new  Territories  had  alienated  him  from  it. 
He  was  not  in  harmony  with  a  majority  of  its  members  on  the 
license  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  with  thousands 
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of  other  Democrats  in  the  Northern  States  was  ready  and 
anxious  to  ally  himself  with  a  party  whose  principles  accorded 
more  nearly  with  his  own  convictions  of  right  and  wrong. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1856,  there  assembled  at  Iowa 
City  a  notable  body  of  representative  men  of  the  State  in  re- 
sponse to  a  call  for  the  organization  of  a  Republican  party. 
Former  members  of  the  Whig,  Democratic  and  Anti- Slavery 
parties  came  together  to  make  common  cause  against  the 
aggressions  of  the  slave  power.  Old  party  ties  were  severed, 
and  a  union  of  all  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  was 
the  object  of  the  convention. 

The  advocates  of  the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law  under  the 
lead  of  Hiram  Price  made  a  vigorous  effort  to  secure  in  the 
platform  to  be  adopted  a  recognition  of  their  cause.  The 
German  voters,  who  were  numerous  in  several  of  the  river 
counties,  were  almost  a  unit  in  opposition  to  slavery  and  were 
ready  to  leave  the  Democratic  party  and  unite  with  a  new 
organization  making  common  cause  against  the  extension  of 
slavery  into  the  new  Territories.  But  they  were  also  opposed 
to  the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law. 

It  was  contended  by  those  who  were  opposed  to  an  indorse- 
ment of  prohibition,  that  the  paramount  issue  was  opposition 
to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  that  this  convention  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  all  who  held  views  in  common 
on  that  subject  into  a  political  body  to  co-operate  with  the 
then  rising  Republican  party  in  the  Northern  States  in  resist- 
ing the  demands  of  the  slave  power.  That  no  other  issue  of  a 
local  character  ought  to  be  permitted  to  divide  the  anti-slavery 
people  or  alienate  a  portion  of  them  from  the  new  party. 
That  with  union  and  harmony  the  new  party  could  control 
the  State  and  secure  anti-slavery  representatives  in  Congress, 
but  by  introducing  other  issues  fatal  divisions  would  ensue, 
leading  to  defeat.  The  advocates  of  prohibition  met  these 
objections  and  arguments  with  powerful  appeals  to  the  dele- 
gates to  do  right,  and  trust  to  the  fidelity  of  the  voters  to 
give  them  victory. 

Hiram  Price  was  chairman  of  the  Scott  County  delegation, 
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the  largest  in  the  convention,  and  was  the  leader  of  the  Prohi- 
bitionists. Under  his  inspiration  an  able  and  vigorous  contest 
was  made  for  the  incorporation  of  prohibition  into  the  plat- 
form of  the  new  party.  But  a  majority  of  the  delegates  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  only  issue  should  be  made  on  slavery 
extension,  where  all  could  agree  and  work  in  harmony. 

The  Prohibitionists  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
jority, and  a  new  party  was  organized  which  was  destined  to 
rule  the  State  and  Nation  for  a  third  of  a  century. 

During  his  residence  in  Iowa  Mr.  Price  had  been  successful 
in  his  business  enterprises,  and  in  the  official  positions  he  had 
held,  and  had  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  able  financier. 
When  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1858  providing  for  a  sys- 
tem of  State  banks  took  eflFect,  he  represented  one  of  the 
branches,  and  after  the  first  year  was  chosen  President  of  the 
State  Bank,  which  office  he  held  until  that  system  was  super- 
seded by  the  National  banks  in  1865.  No  better  State  bank 
system  has  ever  been  devised  than  this  Iowa  law  brought  into 
existence.  Many  of  the  features  of  the  National  banking  sys- 
tem were  suggested  by  the  Iowa  law  and  had  here  been  found 
by  the  experience  of  seven  years  of  successful  trial  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  business.  The  men  who  had 
organized  the  Iowa  banks  and  supervised  their  business  during 
the  period  of  their  successful  career,  retired  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  able  and  trustworthy  financiers. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  suddenly  came  upon  the  country, 
the  Northern  States  were  entirely  unprepared  for  war.  They 
were  generally  destitute  of  efficient  military  laws  to  meet  such 
an  emergency,  and  no  money  was  available  to  provide  for  the 
extraordinary  expenses  that  must  be  incurred  in  furnishing 
troops  in  response  to  the  calls  of  the  National  Government. 
While  Governor  Kirkwood  was  waiting  for  funds  from  the 
sale  of  State  bonds  authorized  by  an  extra  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature, two  Iowa  regiments  had  hastened  into  the  service. 
The  young  men  composing  these  regiments  had  left  their 
homes  on  short  notice  and  generally  with  very  little  money 
to  supply  their  wants.  The  State  undertook  to  pay  the  sol- 
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diers,  until  they  were  mnstered  into  the  United  States  service 
but  no  money  had  yet  been  realized  from  the  bonds.  Hiram 
Price  had  learned  of  the  destitution  of  the  boys  and  wrote  to 
Governor  Kirk  wood:  "Governor:  Cannot  something  be  done 
immediately  to  furnish  these  men  some  money?  If  taken 
sick  many  of  them  have  not  money  to  buy  an  orange."  To 
this  the  Governor  replied:  "You  are  right,  Mr.  Price,  but 
what  can  we  do?  We  have  no  money.'*  In  reply  Mr.  Price 
wrote:  "lean  raise  a  few  thousand  dollars  and  I  feel  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  at  once,  if  it  is  ever  so  little,  to 
show  these  men  that  they  are  not  forgotten." 

This  correspondence  brought  about  a  conference  which  re- 
sulted in  the  speedy  raising  of  $33,000.  Of  this  sum  Hiram 
Price  raised  $22,000  and  Ezekiel  Clark  of  Iowa  City  raised 
$11,000,  becoming  personally  responsible  for  these  amounts. 

Governor  Kirk  wood  gratefully  accepted  the  money  tendered 
by  these  two  patriotic  citizens  and  promptly  commissioned 
them  to  proceed  to  Missouri  where  the  regiments  were  engaged 
in  active  service  and  make  the  first  payment  to  the  soldiers. 
It  was  a  hazai:dous  mission  that  Price  and  Clark  undertook 
as  the  portions  of  the  State  where  the  Iowa  regiments  were 
stationed  were  infested  with  Confederate  recruits  hastening 
to  join  General  Sterling  Price's  rebel  army. 

The  2d  Iowa  regiment  was  found  guarding  bridges  on  the 
Hannibal  &  St.  Jo.  Railroad,  and  $11,000  was  paid  to  them. 
Soon  after,  Mr.  Clark,  who  was  acting  Quartermaster  General, 
was  called  away  on  urgent  business,  and  Mr.  Price  proceeded- 
alone  to  find  the  1st  Iowa  regiment,  which  was  in  Central  Mis- 
souri, in  General  Lyon's  command.  It  was  just  before  the 
battle  of  Wilson's  Creek.  The  whole  State  was  at  this  time 
in  a  condition  of  anarchy.  Many  of  its  public  oflScials  and 
leading  citizens  were  actively  engaged  in  enlisting  soldiers  for 
the  Confederate  service,  obstructing  railroads  and  organizing 
guerrilla  bands  to  destroy  Government  property,  and  cut  oflF 
recruits  and  supplies  for  the  Union  armies.  Hiram  Price  now 
began  his  journey  to  find  the  regiment.  When  he  approached 
JefiFerson  City  a  section  of  the  railroad  was  found  to  be  in  the 
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hands  of  the  rebels,  and  a  portion  of  his  journey  was  made  on 
foot  through  the  enemy's  country.  But  he  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing Booneville  in  safety  and  there  found  and  paid  $11,000  to 
the  1st  Iowa  Infantry,  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek.  Returning  to  Keokuk  he  paid  the  3d  Infantry  $11,- 
OOO  before  it  left  for  the  South. 

When  the  first  arms  were  sent  to  Burlington  by  the  General 
Government  to  aid  the  Governor  of  Iowa  in  expelling  the  rebel 
bands  from  Missouri  who  were  plundering  the  people  of  the 
border  counties,  the  express  company  held  them  for  $900 
charges  which  the  Governor  had  no  money  to  pay.  When  the 
first  bales  of  blankets  for  Iowa  soldiers  were  sent  to  Davenport, 
they  were  held  for  $500  charges  for  transportation.  In  these 
and  other  financial  emergencies  Hiram  Price  came  promptly 
forward  and  raised  the  money  upon  his  own  personal  credit, 
and  loyally  stood  by  Governor  Kirkwood  in  those  perilous 
and  critical  times.  He  never  hesitated  from  prudential  consid- 
erations, as  so  many  thousands  of  monied  men  did,  but  freely 
risked  his  fortune  as  well  as  his  life  whenever  emergencies  re- 
quired it.  Few  citizens  of  Iowa,  of  the  present  generation, 
will  ever  know  how  loyally  such  men  as  Hiram  Price,  Ezekiel 
Clark,  J.  K.  Graves,  W.  T.  Smith,  W.  F.  Coolbaugh,  and  a 
few  other  able  financiers  came  to  the  aid  of  our  State  Govern- 
ment in  those  trying  times.  Young  men  were  plenty  in  those 
days  who  were  willing  to  risk  their  lives  for  their  country, 
but  capitalists  who  were  as  ready  to  risk  their  fortunes  in 
behalf  of  the  same  good  cause  were  not  numerous. 

During  the  darkest  days  of  the  rebellion,  when  the  first 
draft  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce  the  Union  armies,  Henry 
Clay  Dean  held  a  meeting  in  Davenport.  The  hall  was 
crowded  with  disloyal  people  who  were  known  as  "Copper- 
heads.''  Dean's  speech  was  undoubtedly  the  vilest  denuncia- 
tion of  Lincoln's  administration  ever  uttered  in  Iowa.  A  little 
group  of  Republicans  occupied  a  seat  in  an  obscure  comer  of 
the  room,  among  whom  was  Hiram  Price.  I  remember*one 
part  of  Dean's  terrific  assault  upon  the  Government  was  sub- 
stantially in  these  words:  "There  is  a  singular  resemblance 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  PUBLIC  SEBVICES  OF  HIBAM  PBICE.  597 

between  Claudius  Nero  and  Abraham  Lincoln.  Nero  put 
Christians  to  death  under  false  pretenses  to  gratify  the  wor- 
shippers of  the  Pantheon.  Lincoln  corrupted  one  part  of  the 
church  to  engage  in  warfare  with  the  other  part,  and  burned 
twelve  hundred  houses  of  worship;  mutilated  graveyards; 
dragged  ministers  from  their  knees  in  the  very  act  of  wor- 
ship; tied  them  up  by  their  thumbs;  had  their  daughters 
stripped  naked  by  negro  soldiers,  under  command  of  white 
oflScers." 

When  Dean  had  finished  his  venomous  speech  Hiram  Price 
sprang  up  on  a  bench,  every  fiber  of  his  loyal  heart  quivering 
with  indignation,  as  his  clear  voice  rang  out:  "Mr.  President, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  reply  to  Mr.  Dean?"  "No,"  shouted 
Dean,  "we  want  none  of  your  black  abolition  speeches  here. 
The  meeting  is  adjourned — boys,  let's  go,"  and  he  started  for 
the  door,  followed  by  his  friends.  Hiram  Price  shook  his 
hand  at  the  retreating  crowd  and  exclaimed  in  a  voice  that 
rang  out  like  a  bugle  blast:  "Henry  Clay  Dean,  I  will  give 
you  ten  dollars  if  you  and  your  gang  will  hear  me  ten  min- 
utes in  reply  to  your  infamous  harangue."  But  nothing  could 
stop  the  stampede.  They  knew  Hiram  Price  too  well  to  per- 
mit him  to  pour  the  hot  shot  upon  their  heads.  Dean,  with- 
out replying,  led  the  wild  flight  into  the  street  out  of  reach  of 
the  impending  excoriation. 

All  through  the  anxious  years  of  the  war  Mr.  Price  was  one  of 
the  pillars  of  strength  to  our  State  Government  in  the  herculean 
work  it  had  to  do.  His  time,  money,  services  and  counsel  were 
always  freely  given,  with  a  promptness  which  inspired  confi- 
dence and  strengthened  the  timid  and  wavering.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  he  was  first  called  upon  to  represent  the  Sec- 
ond District  in  Congress.  In  the  dark  days  of  1862  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republicans,  and  at  the  close  of  a  vigorous  and 
aggressive  campaign  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  over  3,500. 
As  a  member  of  Congress  Mr.  Price  was  an  earnest  supporter 
of  the  most  energetic  war  measures,  as  well  as  of  all  legislation 
required  to  strengthen  the  credit  of  the  National  Government. 
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In  1864  he  made  an  able  speech  in  support  of  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish The  Freedmens'  Bureau. 

At  the  Eepublican  State  Convention  held  in  Des  Moines  in 
June,  1865,  Edward  Russell,  a  delegate  from  Scott  County, 
and  editor  of  The  Davenport  Gazette,  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  platform  reported  by  the  committee  on  resolutions, 
which  aroused  a  warm  discussion.  The  amendment  was  as 
follows:  ''Therefore,  we  are  in  favor  of  amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  State  by  striking  out  the  word  tvhite  from 
the  article  on  suflFrage.*' 

The  purpose  of  the  amendment  was  to  remove  the  last  rem- 
nant of  race  discrimination  from  the  laws  of  Iowa.  Many  of 
the  timid  delegates  were  alarmed  and  made  strong  efforts  to 
persuade  Mr.  Russell  to  withdraw  his  resolution  But  he  re- 
fused, and  made  a  vigorous  defense  of  his  measure.  So  radi- 
cal an  anti-slavery  man  as  J.  B.  Grinnell  feared  that  its  adop- 
tion, which  meant  negro  suffrage,  would  defeat  the  Republi- 
can ticket.  Hiram  Price  took  the  floor  after  several  delegates 
had  opposed  the  amendment  as  impolitic,  and  made  one  of 
the  great  speeches  of  his  life. 

"The  Republican  party,"  said  he,  *4s  strong  enough  to  dare 
to  do  right,  and  cannot  afford  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  to 
shirk  a  duty.  The  colored  men.  North  and  South,  were  loyal 
and  true  to  the  Government  in  the  days  of  its  great  peril. 
There  was  not  a  rebel  or  traitor  to  be  found  among  them. 
They  ask  the  privilege  of  citizenship  now  that  slavery  has 
been  forever  banished  from  our  country.  Why  should  the 
great  freedom -loving  State  of  Iowa  longer  deny  them  this 
right?  Not  one  reason  can  be  given  that  has  not  been  used  to 
bolster  up  slavery  for  the  past  hundred  years.  The  war  just 
closed  has  swept  that  relic  of  barbarism  from  our  land;  let 
the  Republican  party  have  the  courage  to  do  justice.  I  have 
no  fear  of  the  result  in  a  contest  of  this  kind.  We  shall  carry 
the  election  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  wiping  out  the  last 
vestige  of  the  black  code  that  has  long  been  a  disgrace  to  our 
State.''  After  the  lapse  of  nearly  thirty  years  it  is  impossible 
to  give  anything  like  a  graphic  report  of  this  speech — for  it 
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was  entirely  impromptu,  and  never  reported  or  published.  But 
those  who  heard  it  will  never  forget  the  fervid  eloquence,  the 
sledge-hammer  logic,  or  the  powerful  and  irresistible  appeal 
poured  forth  in  a  torrent  of  righteous  indignation  that  has 
seldom  been  surpassed.  The  timid  delegates  were  shamed 
into  silence  by  the  eloquence  of  the  fearless  leader,  and  right 
prevailed  over  policy.  The  Russell  amendment  was  adopted 
and  carried  into  eflFect  by  the  required  legislation,  thus  wiping 
off  from  the  statute  books  of  Iowa  the  last  remnant  of  race 
discrimination. 

Mr.  Price  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans' 
Home  at  Davenport,  which  cared  for  the  children  of  soldiers 
who  gave  their  lives  for  their  country  in  war  times,  and  has 
always  remained  one  of  its  most  influential  supporters. 

He  remained  in  Congress  for  three  terms,  giving  loyal  sup- 
port to  the  measures  of  reconstruction  as  enacted  by  the  Re- 
publican majority  following  the  suppression  of  the  great  re- 
bellion. At  the  close  of  his  third  term  he  declined  a  re- 
election. In  1870  he  was  again  sent  to  Congress  from  his 
old  district,  remaining  there  two  terms. 

On  November  7,  1877,  Mr.  Price  made  a  speech  in  the 
House  strongly  advocating  the  resumption  of  specie  payment. 
On  the  15th  of  the  next  January  he  made  an  able  speech  in 
favor  of  remonetiziug  silver  and  making  it  a  legal  tender  in 
payment  of  debts.  In  the  course  of  his  argument  he  said: 
'•No  nation  attempts  to  demonetize  silver  and  adopt  the  gold 
standard  ichile  she  is  a  debtor  nalion.  But  when  a  nation 
becomes  a  creditor  nation,  her  interest  may  be  to  have  gold 
alone  as  the  standard,  and  the  dearer  they  can  make  the  gold 
the  better  for  them.  The  effect  is  to  make  money  dear  and 
labor  cheap,  and  no  amount  of  special  pleading  or  sophistry 
can  avoid  this  stubborn  fact.  We  who  advocate  the  restora- 
tion of  silver  as  it  was  prior  to  1873  are  not  repudiators.  We 
seek  to  avoid  no  contracts  or  obligations ;  we  want  no  silver 
dollar  that  is  not  as  good  as  any  gold  dollar.  The  acts  of 
1873-74  took  from  our  people  what  for  long  years  and  under 
all  circumstances  had  been  a  sound,  reliable  and  current  coin 
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of  the  nation,  and  now  in  the  name  of  the  oppressed  and  suf ^ 
f ering  industries  of  the  country  we  demand  the  restoration  of 
what  was  wrongfully  taken  from  us.  We  are  not  speaking  of 
legislation  for  bullion,  either  gold  or  silver.  We  are  legislating 
for  gold  and  silver  coined,  and  made  the  legal- tender  money  of 
the  nation  as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  We  are  laboring  to  get  back  the  dollar  that  has  been 
tried  in  every  condition,  and  under  every  variety  of  circum- 
stances, in  this  country,  and  never  found  wanting." 

Iowa  has  been  unusually  fortunate  and  influential  in  its  rep- 
resentatives at  Washington  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. But  it  never  had  a  stronger  array  of  genuine  statesmen 
than  during  the  closing  years  of  the  great  rebellion.  James 
Harlan,  James  W.  Grimes,  James  F.  Wilson,  Hiram  Price, 
William  B.  Allison,  Josiah  B.  Grinnell,  John  A.  Kasson  and 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard  made  an  array  of  talent  and  influence 
that  has  never  been  surpassed  by  any  State  in  its  Congres- 
sional delegation. 

A  paper  published  at  his  old  home  says  of  Mr.  Price's  reli- 
gious associations:  *'A  life-long  Methodist,  he  has  been  an 
active  supporter  and  liberal  contributor  to  the  church  of  his 
choice.  In  early  days  when  the  members  were  few  in  num- 
ber, and  all  were  pretty  close  to  the  foot  of  fortune's  financial 
ladder,  Mr.  Price  agreed  to  do  all  the  sexton's  work  for  one 
year,  on  condition  that  no  collections  should  be  taken  up  for 
incidental  expenses.  He  swept  out  the  frontier  mud  and 
cleaned  the  smoky  oil  lamps  with  the  same  vigor  and  thor- 
oughness that  have  since  characterized  his  work  as  a  banker, 
railroad  president,  congressman,  Indian  commissioner  and 
philanthropist."  At  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church,  in 
1889,  he  said:  "During  my  fifty-seven  years  as  a  member  of 
this  church  I  have  been  sexton,  steward,  trustee,  class-leader, 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  delegate  to  two  General  Con- 
ferences, and  am  just  as  proud  of  having  been  sexton  as  of 
the  other  positions." 

In  1881,  at  the  close  of  his  last  term  in  Congress,  Mr.  Price 
was  appointed  by   the  President  Commissioner  of  Indian 
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Aflfairs.  He  entered  upon  the  work  of  his  new  position  with 
his  usual  zeal  and  energy,  and  for  four  years  labored  to  better 
the  condition  of  the  Indians,  and  reform  some  of  the  methods 
of  dealing  with  them  by  the  Government.  He  was  now  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  had  since  boyhood  led  an  active 
life,  toiling  early  and  late,  in  both  private  and  public  affairs. 
Whatever  business  claimed  his  attention  was  prosecuted  with 
untiring  vigor  and  generally  led  to  success.  For  more  than 
thirty  years  he  had  been  a  leader  in  reform,  financial  and 
political  affairs  in  the  State.  From  youthful  poverty  he  had 
won  a  competence;  in  the  temperance  movement  he  was  con- 
ceded the  highest  rank;  in  financial  enterprises  he  had 
achieved  great  success;  in  oflicial  life  his  record  was  above 
suspicion,  and  his  influence  was  second  to  none  in  the  State. 
As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Price  never  resorted  to  the  artifices 
of  the  professional  orator.  He  did  not  care  to  amuse  his  audi- 
ence with  a  stock  of  anecdotes  sandwiched  in  at  regular  inter- 
vals to  raise  a  laugh  or  win  applause.  He  never  **posed"  for 
effect,  nor  did  he  ever  seek  occasions  to  make  speeches  for  the 
purpose  of  advertising  himself.  When  he  spoke  in  public  it 
was  certain  that  he  had  something  to  say,  and  he  went  at  it  in 
the  most  direct  and  straightforward  manner.  There  was  no 
policy,  no  honeyed  phrases  to  please  the  ear  and  conceal  an 
opinion.  He  used  the  plainest  English,  looking  his  audience 
squarely  in  the  eyes;  he  held  their  closest  attention  and 
aroused  the  highest  degree  of  enthusiasm  by  his  fearless  and 
earnest  utterances.  No  one  could  mistake  his  position.  It 
was  always  taken  and  maintained  with  a  positiveness  that  left 
no  room  for  doubt.  He  never  waited  to  catch  the  drift  of  the 
popular  breeze,  but  always  led  off,  prompted  only  by  his  con- 
victions of  right  and  wrong.  He  was  never  a  compromiser, 
but  on  the  contrary  Was  one  of  the  most  vigorous  fighters  of 
the  times.  When  overborne  by  the  majority  he  acquiesced 
gracefully,  not  because  he  was  convinced  that  the  decision  was 
right,  but  because  he  was  loyal  to  the  fundamental  principle 
of  our  republican  government — that  the  majority  should  rule. 
He  made  bitter  enemies  in  his  life-long  war  against  evil-doers^ 
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bnt  intense  as  was  their  hatred,  they  secretly  entertained  a 
profound  respect  for  a  foe  so  valiant  and  sincere. 

Mr.  Price  was  often  urged  to  become  a  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, by  friends  who  recognized  his  superb  executive  ability, 
but  he  did  not  care  to  enter  into  a  contest  for  that  exalted 
position,  and  is  content  to  live  a  quiet  life  as  old  age  ap- 
proaches. One  of  his  last  kindly  remembrances  of  his  old 
Davenport  home  was  a  recent  gift  to  the  public  library  of  that 
city.  He  set  aside  an  amount  of  money,  the  interest  of  which 
is  used  to  furnish  a  free  reading  room  with  thirty  of  the  best 
magazines,  weekly  and  daily  papers.  He  also  furnished  and 
fitted  up  a  commodious  room  where  the  people  have  free 
access  to  the  best  current  literature  of  the  times. 

And  now  past  eighty  years  of  age,  his  mental  vigor  unim- 
paired, he  is  living  a  quiet  life  in  his  Washington  home.  Our 
Iowa  people  remember  and  honor  him  for  his  noble  life  work 
in  behalf  of  our  great  State,  and  his  name  will  be  for  all  time 
associated  with  the  stirring  events  of  the  brightest  pages  of 
its  history. 

The  steel  portrait  which  appears  with  this  article  was  en- 
graved from  a  photograph  of  Mr.  Price  taken  in  1878. 


FORT  ARMSTRONG. 


BY    MBS.    MARIA    PECK. 


Upon  the  large  and  beautifully  wooded  island  in  the  Missis- 
sippi now  occupied  by  the  splendid  piles  of  solid  masonry 
comprising  Rock  Island  Arsenal,  picturesque  and  solitary, 
Fort  Armstrong  once  stood. 

To  ascertain  the  initial  facts  underlying  the  history  of  the 
establishment  of  this  military  post  in  1816,  it  is  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  earlier  years  of  the  century  and  review  the 
most  important  incidents  upon  which  was  based  the  claim  of 
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■the  United  States  to  an  immense  and  valuable  tract  of  coun- 
try  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  year  1700,  as  nearly  as  the  date  can  be  determined, 
the  federated  tribes  of  Sacs  and  Poxes — or  Sauks  and  Rey- 
nards— came  from  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay  and  established 
themselves  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  near  the 
mouth  of  Rock  River. 

According  to  their  own  traditions,  both  tribes  originally 
came  from  Canada.  The  date  of  their  migration  to  the  upper 
lake  region  is  not  definitely  known,  though  Father  Hennepin 
speaks  of  the  Foxes  as  residents  on  Green  Bay  in  1680,  and 
another  writer  of  the  existence  of  a  Sac  village  on  Fox  River  in 
ir)89.  There  is  very  good  authority  for  the  supposition  that 
they  both  descended  from  the  great  Chippewa  nation.  It  is 
known  that  the  Foxes  found  and  fought  their  way  to  their  new 
borne  first,  and  when  joined  some  years  later  by  the  Sacs,  were 
in  such  a  weakened  condition  from  an  encounter  with  the 
allied  forces  of  the  French  and  Indians,  followed  by  frequent 
attacks  of  other  hostile  tribes,  that  they  were  unable  to  main- 
tain themselves  longer  as  an  independent  nation. 

The  Sacs  in  their  wanderings  had  fared  better  though  they 
had  suffered  from  a  war  with  the  Iroquois.  So,  in  addition 
to  an  affinity  of  kinship,  the  stronger  bond  of  mutual  protec- 
tion induced  the  formation  of  a  union — a  relation  which  was 
sustained  uninterruptedly  for  upwards  of  a  century.  The  con- 
federacy was  governed  by  two  sets  of  chiefs,  the  civil  and 
military;  each  had  separate  and  distinct  powers  conferred 
upon  it,  though  in  all  matters  involving  the  sale  of  lands, 
the  making  of  important  treaties  or  declaration  of  war,  the  two 
ruling  powers,  to  make  such  transaction  valid,  must  act  con- 
junctively. When  they  finally  settled  in  the  surpassingly  beau- 
tiful and  fertile  Rock  River  region,  the  principal  Sac  village 
— the  one  of  historic  fame — was  located  on  the  isthmus  or 
point  of  land  formed  by  the  junction  of  Rock  River  with  the 
Mississippi,  about  four  miles  below  Rock  Island.  This  vil- 
lage became  in  time  one  of  the  largest,  most  populous,  and 
prosperous  of  the  Indian  villages  on  the  continent.  ,  .  I 
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Having  secured  by  conquest  a  footing,  these  enterprising 
and  indomitable  people  were  not  content  until  they  had  sub- 
jugated their  southern  neighbors  and  added  to  their  posses- 
sions rich  and  extensive  hunting  grounds,  where  in  a  more 
genial  climate  they  could  spend  the  winter  months.  After 
gaining  the  supremacy  they  sustained  theqaselves  as  masters 
of  the  country,  not  only  against  their  ancient  and  implacable 
enemies,  the  Sioux,  and  other  warlike  nations,  but  against  a 
powerful  federation.  Nevertheless  these  Indians,  of  whom  it 
has  been  said,  that  they  had  more  courage  in  battle  than 
wisdom  in  council,  in  the  year  1804  ceded  to  the  United 
States  all  of  their  possessions  east  of  the  Mississippi  river 
for  a  most  insignificant  compensation. 

The  complications  and  disagreements  that  followed  tbe 
consummation  of  this  treaty  caused  all  the  serious  difficulties 
that  subsequently  arose  between  the  Government  and  the 
Indians  down  to  and  including  the  final  struggle  that  re- 
sulted in  their  Expulsion  from  the  country  east  of  the  river, 
and  almost  the  extinction  of  one  of  the  bravest  tribes  that 
ever  wielded  a  tomahawk  or  followed  a  trail  in  the  Missis- 
sippi valley. 

In  the  first  article  of  the  famous  treaty,  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  were  received,  with  much  show  of  interest,  into  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States  and  full  protection  guaranteed 
them.  For  and  in  consideration  of  these  valuable  assets, 
including  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  in  goods  delivered  at  the  time,  and  a  promised 
annual  stipend  amounting  in  value  to  one  thousand  dollars  in 
goods,  the  United  States  acquired  a  title  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  land.  Article  VII  of  the  treaty  contains  its  redeem- 
ing feature.  It  reads  as  follows:  "As  long  as  the  lands  which 
are  now  ceded  to  the  United  States  remain  their  property, 
the  Indians  belonging  to  the  said  tribe  shall  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  living  and  hunting  upon  them.*'  The  treaty  was  nego- 
tiated at  Saint  Louis,  November,  1804.  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for  Indiana  Terri- 
tory and  the  District  of  Louisiana,  acted  for  the  government 
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and  five  representatives  of  the  united  Sac  and  Fox  nation  in 
behalf  of  the  Indians. 

Many  of  the  most  prominent  chiefs  afterward  repudiated 
the  treaty,  saying  that  it  was  unauthorized,  fraudulently  ob- 
tained, and  therefore  invalid.  Black  Hawk  in  his  autobiog- 
raphy gives  an  explicit  account  of  the  incidents  which  led  to 
its  execution.  It  had  its  origin  according  to  his  story  in  this 
way:  one  of  their  number  had  killed  a  white  man  and  was 
arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Saint  Louis  for  the  offense.  A 
council  was  called  at  the  Sac  village  on  Rock  River  (Black 
Hawk's  village)  to  consider  the  best  means  of  obtaining  his 
release.  It  was  decided  that  a  deputation  consisting  of  four 
men  be  sent  to  confer  with  the  Indian  authorities  at  Saint 
Louis  with  instructions  to  ofiFer  money  and  horses,  after  their 
own  way  of  dealing  in  such  matters,  as  a  ransom.  While  there 
on  this  business  it  was  claimed  that  these  delegates  were  made 
drunk  and  in  that  condition  induced  to  sign  the  objectionable 
treaty.  When  they  returned,  after  a  protracted  absence,  it  was 
observed  that  they  acted  strangely,  were  dressed  in  fine 
clothes  and  wore  medals,  but  could  give  no  very  satisfactory 
account  of  the  mission  with  which  they  had  been  charged. 
They  reported  that  the  agents  wanted  some  of  their  land  and 
that  they  had  agreed  to  give  it  to  them  but  the  full  import  of 
the  transaction  was  not  understood  until  some  time  later. 
After  a  critical  examination  of  all  of  the  available  evidence 
General  D.  W.  Flagler,  in  hisHistoryof  Rock  Island  Arsenal, 
says:  "Other  facts  of  history  and  the  treaty  itself  seem  to 
prove  that  this  story,  or  at  least  its  application,  was  without 
good  foundation."  Still,  judging  of  this  matter  from  whatever 
bias  modern  historians  may  choose  to  give  it,  the  conscientious 
student  of  history  will  hardly  be  able  to  divest  himself  of  the 
conviction  that  there  was  something  unfair  about  the  treaty 
and  irregular,  if  not  intentionally  dishonorable  in  the  way  that 
it  was  obtained.  The  persistent  efPorts  of  the  Government  in 
after  years  to  secure  its  confirmation  may  be  construed  into 
an  admission  of  its  weakness. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


606  ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 

Through  the  artfal  machinations  of  the  English,  and  on 
account  of  the  bad  faith  of  the  Americans  in  not  fulfilling  their 
pledges  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  supplies  upon  the  same 
favorable  terms  given  by  the  English,  Black  Hawk  and  two 
hundred  warriors  were  persuaded  to  join  the  British  army  in 
the  war  of  1812.  This  contingent  under  thte  leadership  of 
"General  Black  Hawk"  was  ever  afterward  known  as  the 
"British  Band."  The  participation  of  this  party  in  the  war 
furnished  a  pretext  for  inviting  all  the  chiefs  of  the  two  nations 
to  a  general  peace  conference  held  at  Portage  des  Sioux 
some  time  after  its  conclusion.  The  Fox  chiefs  and  warriors^ 
responded  and  joined  in  a  treaty  of  peace  in  which  was  in- 
corporated a  ratification  of  the  one  of  1804.  Black  Hawk 
and  his  followers  refused  to  attend  the  meeting,  though  a 
short  time  after  a  treaty  of  similar  import  was  effected  with 
a  party  of  Sacs. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  Black  Hawk  signed  the  latter,  but 
he  strenuously  aflSrmed  that  he  did  not,  and  from  the  fact  that 
another  invitation  to  the  Sac  chiefs  to  attend  a  meeting  at 
Saint  Louis  was  issued  the  following  year,  it  would  appear 
that  his  statement  must  be  accepted  as  the  more  reasonable. 
This  conference  was  called  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  conclud- 
ing a  new  treaty  that  would  bind  the  war  faction  of  the  Sac 
nation  to  the  provisions  of  the  old  ones.  Twenty -one  chiefs, 
including  Black  Hawk,  attended,  and  on  the  13th  of  May, 
1816,  a  new  document  was  executed  and  signed  by  all  the 
chiefs  present.  But  this  did  not  terminate  the  troubles,  for 
afterward  Black  Hawk  complained  bitterly  that  he  was  de- 
ceived and  did  not  know  when  he  touched  the  goose  quill  to 
the  treaty  that  he  was  consenting  to  give  away  his  village. 

A  general  feeling  of  uneasiness  caused  by  the  continued  un- 
friendly attitude  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  their  evident  dis- 
position to  contest  the  claim  of  the  Government  to  their  lands 
resulted  in  a  regiment  of  infantry  under  Col.  R.  C.  Nichols 
being  started  from  Saint  Louis  for  Rock  Island  to  establish  a 
fort  in  September,  1815.  The  troops  with  necessary  supplies 
were  transported  in  keel -boats,  but  before  their  destination  was 
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reached  the  river  was  so  obstructed  by  ice  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  expedition  until  the  following  spring. 

The  troops  under  General  Smith  finally  landed  upon  Eock  . 
Island  in  May,  1816.  The  construction  of  the  Fort  was  im- 
mediately begun,  and  in  honor  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
called  Fort  Armstrong.  After  a  temporary  stay  on  Eock 
Island,  General  Smith  left  the  work  in  charge  of  Colonel  Law- 
rence and  passed  on  up  the  river  to  Prairie  du  Chien  to  es-  . 
tablish  another  post. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  united  Sac  and  Fox  nations  num- 
bered at  that  time  11,800  persons,  all  living  in  villages  on 
both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  near  Eock  Island. 

The  day  following  the  arrival  of  the  troops  on  the  Island 
General  Smith  sent  messengers  to  all  of  the  villages  with  an 
invitation  to  their  chiefs  to  meet  him  in  council,  but  no  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  request.  Thelndiansat  first  looked  with 
unfriendly  eyes  upon  the  project,  for  they  knew  only  too  well 
the  significance  of  a  garrisoned  fort  in  their  immediate  neigh- 
borhood. The  island  itself  had  long  bean  used  by  them  as  a 
sort  of  pleasure  park ;  it  was  held  in  special  veneration  because 
it  was  believed  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  good  spirit, 
whose  habitation  was  in  a  cave  in  the  rocks  near  the  site  of  the 
fort.  No  forcible  resistance,  however,  was  made  to  its  erec- 
tion, though  it  appears  that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
which  probably,  if  it  had  not  been  frustrated,  would  have 
resulted  in  a  surprise  and  massacre  of  the  encampment. 

One  day,  while  a  large  party  of  soldiers  was  engaged  some 
distance  away  in  cutting  timber,  a  party  of  warriors  approached 
the  island  on  the  north  side  in  canoes  and  after  landing 
danced  up  to  the  encampment  and  wanted  to  enter  the  com- 
mander's tent.  At  the  same  time  another  large  party  headed 
by  Keokuk  was  discovered  coming  over  a  ridge  on  the  south 
side.  The  sound  of  the  bugle  quickly  recalled  the  soldiers  to 
their  post,  and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  600  men  were 
under  arms  with  the  cannon  ready  for  action  in  front  of  the 
encampment.  The  warriors  immediately  dispersed  and  the 
contemplated  attack  was  averted. 
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The  following  description  of  the  completed  fortress  is  taken 
from  General  Flagler's  History  of  Rock  Island  Arsenal: 

"The  interior  of  the  fort  was  400  feet  square.  The  lower  half 
of  the  walls  was  of  stone  and  the  upper  half  of  hewn  timber. 
At  the  three  angles,  the  northwest,  southwest  and  southeast, 
block  houses  were  built  and  these  were  provided  with  cannon. 
One  side  of  the  square  was  occupied  by  barracks  and  other 
buildings.  These  were  built  of  hewn  timber  with  roofssloping 
inward  as  a  protection  against  their  being  fired  by  the  Indians, 
and  that  they  might  not  furnish  a  safe  lodging  place  for  the 
enemy  in  an  attack.  The  fort  was  placed  at  the  extreme 
angle  of  the  island.  Its  northwest  corner  was  about  200  feet 
from  the  present  location  of  the  island  end  of  the  bridge." 

The  unrivalled  beauty  and  j^culiar  charm  of  scenery  at- 
taching to  the  island  and  surroundings,  when  found  as 
mother  nature  finished  it,  has  been  the  theme  which  has  in- 
spired many  of  the  most  exquisite  word  pictures  ever  drawn 
by  pen.  Lieutenant  Pike  in  1805  was  captivated  by  its  won- 
drous loveliness,  and  James  Hall,  author  of  the  History  of 
the  North  American  Indians,  in  1829  paid  the  varied  scenic 
attractions  of  this  historic  region  a  long  and  beautifully 
worded  tribute. 

Governor  Ford,  in  his  History  of  Illinois,  gives  a  splendid 
description  of  Fort  Armstrong  and  the  "romantic  wilderness" 
in  which  it  was  set,  as  it  appeared  to  him  when  he  first  saw  it 
in  1831.  He  compares  "the  white-washed  walls  and  tower 
of  the  fort  perched  upon  a  high  cliflF,  as  seen  from  a  distance, 
to  one  of  those  enchanted  castles  in  an  uninhabited  desert, 
so  graphically  described  in  the  Arabian  Nights." 

After  the  completion  of  Fort  Armstrong  nothing  occurred 
to  disturb  the  peaceful  and  friendly  relations  early  established 
between  the  occupants  and  the  Indians  until  the  trouble  arose 
which  culminated  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  The  Indians  con- 
tinued going  south  in  winter  on  hunting  expeditions  and 
while  absent  their  villages  were  left  unprotected.  In  the 
winter  of  1828,  a  number  of  lawless  individuals,  called  at  that 
time  squatters,  took  possession  of  Black  Hawk^s  village  and 
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on  his  return  contended  with  him  for  its  occupancy.  Ordina- 
rily the  Indians  would  have  been  equal  to  an  emergency  of 
this  kind,  but  either  from  motives  of  policy  or  a  sincere  desire 
to  avoid  trouble  with  their  white  neighbors,  no  attempt  was 
made  to  aveuge  their  wrongs  by  a  resort  to  violence.  The 
aggressors,  emboldened  by  the  seeming  good  nature  of  the 
Indians,  continued  to  annoy  them  until  retaliatory  measures 
were  at  last  provoked.  Black  Hawk,  especially,  resented  the 
introduction  of  whisky  among  his  people,  and  to  prevent  it, 
resorted  to  some  vigorous  and  effective  prohibition  methods. 
Thereupon  the  intruders  appealed  to  the  authorities  for  pro- 
tection, and  without  regard  for  the  merits  or  justice  of  the 
<^ase,  this  flimsy  pretext  was  used  as  an  excuse  for  selling,  pre- 
maturely, a  few  sections  of  land  on  Rock  River,  including  the 
one  occupied  by  the  Sac  village.  As  has  been  seen  by  one 
of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1804,  the  Indians  were  not 
tenants  at  will,  but  retained  the  right  to  live  upon  their  lands 
until  they  were  sold.  It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  the  exped- 
ient of  disposing  of  a  small  portion  was  resorted  to  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  dispossessing  them  of  this  right.  The  transaction 
furnishes  another  exemplification  of  the  political  creed  of 
might  as  well  as  a  strange  inconsistency,  for  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Government  was  insisting  upon  the  fulfillment 
of  the  letter  of  a  compact  on  one  hand  it  was  openly  violat- 
ing its  spirit  on  the  other. 

A  peremptory  order  for  the  removal  of  all  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  quickly  followed 
the  sale.  Keokuk,  a  popular  and  rising  young  war  chief 
listened  to  the  council  of  his  friends  at  the  fort  and  with  a 
large  party  of  followers  settled  on  Iowa  River.  Black  Hawk 
was  not  so  complacent,  and  persistently  refused  to  give  up  the 
home  to  which  he  was  so  deeply  attached.  Meanwhile  mat- 
ters between  the  trespassers  and  the  remaining  Indians  grew 
more  and  more  aggravating,  until  a  second  appeal  was  made 
for  protection.  This  brought  General  Gaines  with  a  regiment 
of  soldiers  from  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  Governor  Reynolds  of 
Illinois  with  1,600  mounted  militiamen  to  the  scene.  General 
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Gaines,  wishing  to  accomplish  the  ejectment  of  the  Indian 
tenants,  peaceably  if  possible,  called  a  general  council  at  Fort 
Armstrong,  and  might  have  gained  his  object  sooner  if  he  had 
better  understood  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  was  dealing.  He  began  with  a  speech  which  was 
admirably  calculated  to  kindle  the  hostility  of  those  whom  he 
desired  to  conciliate.  Among  other  things  he  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  treaty  of  1804.  This  brought  Black  Hawk  to 
his  feet  with  some  very  forcible  and  convincing  arguments 
concerning  its  invalidity.  The  General  then  asked:  "Who 
is  Black  Hawk?  Is  he  a  chief?  By  what  right  does  he  ap- 
pear in  council  V  The  old  chief,  highly  indignant,  wrapped 
his  blanket  about  him  and  stalked  out  of  the  room. 

The  following  day,  after  resuming  his  seat,  he  arose  and  said: 
"My  father,  you  inquired  yesterday,  who  is  Black  Hawk? 
Why  does  he  sit  among  the  chiefs?  I  will  tell  you  who  I 
am.  I  am  a  Sac,  my  father  was  a  Sac;  I  am  a  warrior  and  so 
was  my  father.  Ask  those  young  men  who  have  followed  me 
to  battle  and  they  will  tell  you  who  Black  Hawk  is.  Provoke 
our  people  to  war  and  you  will  learn  who  Black  Hawk  is." 

Because  of  this  rupture  the  conference  resulted  in  the  refusal 
of  the  Indians  to  vacate  their  village.  A  more  dispassionate 
view  of  the  situation  was  arrived  at  later,  and  in  a  few  day& 
the  Indians  quietly  withdrew  from  their  village,  crossed  over 
to  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  and  encamped  under  the 
protection  of  a  white  flag.  On  the  30th  of  June,  1831,  a  coun- 
cil was  again  summoned  at  the  fort,  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded,, 
the  memorable  treaty  of  1804  again  ratified,  and  an  additional 
pledge  exacted  from  Black  Hawk  that  he  would  not  recross 
the  river,  duly  incorporated.  The  motives  which  led  to  the 
violation  of  this  stipulation  the  following  year  have  been 
variously  interpreted.  The  reappearance  of  the  old  chieftain, 
accompanied  by  a  few  hundred  of  his  faithful  adherents,  was 
construed  at  the  time  into  a  hostile  intention  to  re-occupy  his 
old  village,  whereas,  it  would  seem  now  that,  whatever  ulterior 
designs  he  may  have  entertained,  the  rash  act  was  undertaken 
with  nothing  more  serious  in  view  than  the  acceptance  of  an 
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invitation  from  his  old  friends  and  neighbors,  the  Winneba- 
goes,  on  the  upper  part  of  Rock' River  to  pay  them  a  visit 
and  raise  a  crop  of  corn  on  their  lands. 

The  note  of  alarm  was  immediately  soanded;  an  order  issued 
by  General  Atkinson  for  their  return  was  ignored,  and  decisive 
measures  were  at  once  instituted  to  compel  obedience.  The 
Black  Hawk  war  followed — a  useless  conflict  in  which  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives  both  the  national  honor 
and  treasury  suffered.  A  few  thousands  of  dollars  in  connec- 
tion with  a  spirit  of  sincere  good  will  would  have  at  almost 
any  time  secured  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  the  peaceful  re- 
moval of  the  Indians  to  their  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  mention  that  only  a  short  time  prior 
to  the  events  which  precipitated  the  final  contest,  six  thousand 
dollars  paid  to  the  disaffected  fragments  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
would  have  effected  the  substantial  results  achieved  by  the 
war,  and  quieted  all  complaints.  The  Government  refused  to 
compromise,  and  waged  a  war  of  extermination  during  which 
the  flag  of  truce,  held  sacred  by  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
world,  was  twice  fired  upon.  The  war  cost  two  million  dollars. 
The  treaty  made  by  General  Scott  with  the  Indians  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  terminated  at  last  the  difficulties  and  also 
added  six  million  acres  west  of  the  Mississippi  ( afterwards 
comprised  in  the  State  of  Iowa)  known  as  the  "Black  Hawk 
Purchase,"  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  an  epidemic  of  cholera  was  raging  among  General 
Scott's  troops  detained  at  Fort  Armstrong,  all  the  deliberations 
connected  with  this  important  treaty  were  conducted  in  a  tent 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  The  ground  occupied  was  the 
site  upon  which  was  afterward  built  the  first  house  erected  in 
the  city  of  Davenport.  Black  Hawk  and  a  few  of  his  adherents 
were  held  as  hostages,  and  with  a  view  of  impressing  them 
with  the  vastness  of  the  country,  the  numerical  strength  and 
greatness  of  the  people,  they  were  taken  to  Washington  and 
from  there  through  many  of  the  large  cities  of  the  East. 

Probably  no  more  pathetic,  affecting,  and  in  some  respects 
more  ludicrous  scene  was  ever  enacted  at  Fort  Armstrong  than 
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the  closing  one  in  the  long  series  that  formally  severed  all  con- 
nection of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  with  their  old  homes,  and  also 
achieved  by  the  intervention  of  the  Government  the  humiliat- 
ing subjugation  of  the  broken,  but  true-hearted  son  of  the 
wilderness,  Black  Hawk,  and  the  official  recognition  of  his  pow- 
erful and  hated  rival,  Keokuk,  as  the  leader  of  his  nation. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Major  Garland  with  his  captives  at  the  fort, 
a  grand  council  was  convened  so  that  the  liberation  of  the 
prisoners  might  be  attended  with  the  most  impressive  and  im- 
posing ceremonies.  "The  princely  Keokuk,"  who  was  expect- 
ing the  party,  was  encamped  in  the  vicinity,  and  came  up  to  the 
island  in  a  style  that  befitted  his  newly  acquired  rank  and  the  oc- 
casion. In  two  canoes  lashed  together  side  by  side,  fantastically 
decorated  and  covered  by  a  canopy,  the  stars  and  stripes  float- 
ing from  above,  sat  Keokuk  and  his  three  wives.  His  approach 
was  announced  by  the  sound  of  Indian  drums  and  the  wild 
shouts  and  songs  of  his  followers;  next  came  a  fleet  consist- 
ing of  twenty  canoes  in  which  were  seated  the  chiefs  and  one 
hundred  warriors.  The  most  careful  attention  had  been  be- 
stowed upon  their  toilets,  and  the  spectacle  as  they  moved 
slowly  up  to  the  island  is  said  to  have  been  exceedingly  bril- 
liant and  novel.  The  commodious  council  room  at  the  fort  had 
been  fitted  up  for  the  occasion  with  more  than  usual  barbaric 
splendor.  Major  Garland  acted  as  chief  speaker  for  the  Govern- 
ment. The  delicate  business,  however,  of  announcing  to  the  as- 
sembled chiefs  and  warriors  that  the  deposed  chieftain  must 
henceforth  conform  to  the  councils  and  authority  of  Keokak 
was  indiscreetly  managed,  and  the  fiery  spirit  that  once  ani- 
mated the  illustrious  warrior  was  again  manifested.  Serious 
difficulty  was  averted  by  the  timely  and  pacific  words  of  the 
eloquent,  talented  and  politic  Keokuk  and  the  friendly  ad- 
vice of  Colonel  George  Davenport,  to  whom  Black  Hawk  was 
sincerely  attached. 

The  pomp  and  magnificence  of  Keokuk  and  his  party,  the 
discordant  surroundings  and  ostentatious  ceremonies,  little  ac- 
corded with  the  melancholy  mood  of  the  fallen  hero,  and  in 
his  mind  added  an  unnecessary  drop  to  the  bitter  cup  that  had 
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been  forced  upon  him;  yet  with- the  exception  of  the  episode 
referred  to,  he  maintained  throughout  the  conference  a  dig- 
nified but  respectful  silence. 

When  the  banishment  of  the  last  remnant  of  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  from  their  villages,  for  which  they  entertained,  says 
General  Flagler,  "an  affection  like  that  of  the  Jews  for  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,"  was  effected,  the  ultimate  object  for 
which  Fort  Armstrong  was  established  was  attained,  and  it 
was  soon  after  abandoned,  never  to  be  re-garrisoned. 

About  these  Indians  it  may  be  said  that  those  of  the  early 
settlers  who  knew  them  best  have  given  them  the  best  char- 
acter for  honesty  and  sobriety. 

Davenportf  Iowa. 


LETTERS  OF  WILLIAM  CLARK  AND  NATHANIEL 

PRYOR. 


BY    ELLIOTT    COUES. 


When  Captains  Lewis  and  Clark  were  returning  from  their 
expedition,  and  had  reached  the  Mandan  villages,  in  August, 
1806,  they  then  and  there  took  with  them,  for  a  visit  to  Pres- 
ident Jefferson,  a  Mandan  chief  known  by  the  names  of  Sha- 
haka,  Gros  Blanc  and  Big  White.  For  this  chief,  see  the 
1893  edition  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  pp.  xxxix,  ciii,  182,  185, 
192,  209,  236,  242,  247,  1184,  1185,  1186,  1191,  1212. 

The  attempt  to  send  Shahaka  safe  home  again,  and  its  frus- 
tration by  a  sharp  collision  with  hostile  Indians,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bismarck,  S.  D.,  in  September,  1807,  form  the  main  sub- 
ject of  the  four  letters  now  first  published.  The  originals,  in 
the  handwritingsof  Captain  Clark  and  Ensign  Pryor,  respect- 
ively, are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  War  Department  at 
Washington,  where  I  have  examined  and  copied  them,  word 
for  word,  letter  for  letter  and  point  for  point.  General  Clark's 
three  letters  are  in  official  correspondence  with  General  Henry 
Dearborn,  Secretary  at  War,  in  his  capacity  as  Indian  Agent 
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for  Louisiana;  one  of  them  covers  and  transmits  Ensign  Pry- 
or's  official  report  to  him,  narrating  the  interesting  incident,  no 
sufficient  account  of  which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  print. 

We  know  very  little  of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  beyond  the  main 
fact  that  he  was  one  of  four  sergeants  of  Lewis  and  Clark's 
■expedition  ( the  others  being  Charles  Floyd,  who  died  early  in 
the  expedition ;  Patrick  Gass ;  and  John  Ordway )  ,and  afterward 
commissioned  in  the  army.  It  appears  from  Heitman's  Regis- 
ter of  the  United  States  Army  that  Nathaniel  Pryor,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  First  Infantry,  Feb.  27, 
1807;  promoted  to  be  second  lieutenant.  May  3,  1808;  re- 
signed, April  1, 1810;  was  made  first  lieutenant  in  the  Forty- 
fourth  Infantry,  August  30,  1813;  promoted  to  be  captain 
October  1, 1814;  and  honorably  discharged,  June  15, 1815. 


Saint  Louia  June  Ist  1807. 
Sib 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th  ulto:  I  informed  you  that  a  deputa- 
tion from  several  bands  of  the  Sieoux  Nation  had  arrived  at  this  place  with 
Wm.  Dorion,  &c.  Those  Indians  set  out  on  their  return  a  few  days  past 
highly  pleased  with  the  presents  &  treatment  which  they  have  received. 
•Colonel  [Thomas]  Hunt  furnished  a  Lieut,  seven  men  and  a  boat  to  escort 
those  people  to  their  Country  in  safety.  By  the  request  of  the  Mandan  ' 
Chief  [Shahaka,  Gros  Blanc  or  Big  White]  I  have  suffered  him  to  delay  and 
go  in  Company  with  the  Sieoux.  The  party  accompanying  those  Indians 
consists  of  1  Lieut.  1  Ensign.  1  Sergt.  1  Corpl.  18  privates,  1  hunter  and  3 
hired  boatmen.  Young  Chouteau  (late  an  Officer)  has  a  boat  and  perogue 
and  32  men  (for  the  Mandan  Trade)  Young  Dorion  has  a  boat  and  10  men 
(for  the  Sieoux  Trade)  those  together  with  the  2  interpreters  makes  a  total 
of  70  men;  exclusive  of  the  18  Indian  Men  and  womin  and  6  children.  After 
Lieut.  Eimble^s  [Joseph  Kimbairs]  return  which  will  be  from  the  Sieoux 
Country,  Ensign  Pryors  Party  will  consist  of  48  men  which  will  be  fully 
sufficient  to  pass  any  hostile  band  which  he  may  probably  meet  with.  I 
&m  informed  that  the  Ricaras  have  moved  moved  [bis]  to  the  Mandans  for 
fear  of  being  cut  off  by  the  Sieoux  of  the  North;  I  think  it  probable  that 
the  report  is  correct,  and  a  measure  which  I  advised  them  to  as  I  decended 
last  fall  from  a  knowledge  of  their  dependence  on  the  Sieoux. 

Mr.  Bolvar  [Nicholas  Boilvin]  has  returned  from  the  Saukees  without  the 
Indian  who  murdered  the  Frenchman  near  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri.  He 
informs  me  that  he  has  every  promise  from  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation  that 
the  Murderer  will  be  delivered  up.  Bolvar  wiU  return  to  that  Nation  in  a 
fiew   days.     Much    has   been   said   respecting   the   conduct  of  Mr.  Youin 
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(Ewing'^]  the  Earner  [farmer]  for  the  Saukees,  but  nothing  which  can  au- 
thorise me  to  make  any  change  in  his  situation.  Mr.  Bolvar  the  Sub  Agent 
has  lately  sent  off  from  the  Nation  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  O^Bannon, 
whom  as  I  am  informed,  has  shown  some  bad  examples  to  those  Indians. 
The  Kaukees  wish  to  be  furnished  with  a  Blacksmith,  one  has  offered  to  go 
to  the  Nation  who  is  a  farmer  in  this  neighbourhood  with  a  large  family. 

The  Militia  (where  Orginized)  are  so  scattered  that  they  will  afford  but 
a  feeble  defense  to  extensive  frontiers  of  this  Territory  against  the  Indians. 
Their  numbers  I  believe  to  be  about  Two  Thousand  four  hundred  men. 

To  prevent  the  probibility  of  an  Indian  [outbreak]  which  can  only  be 
effected  by  Spanish  or  Bntish  influence  and  intreague  it  will  in  my  opinion 
be  necessary  to  have  some  establishments  of  troops  in  the  Indian  Country; 
as  well  as  to  watch  the  emissarys  of  those  Nations,  as  to  enforce  the  laws 
regulating  the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  &c. 

Wintering  traders  from  the  Panias  [Pawnees]  and  several  other  Nations 
of  Indians  up  the  Missouri,  confirm  the  report  of  several  parties  of  Span- 
iards, amounting  in  all  to  about  350  men  having  visited  the  Panias  coun- 
try last  fall,  and  are  to  return  about  August  next.  I  fear  their  intentions 
are  hostile,  to  the  United  States.  They  have  given  medals  and  flags  and 
influenced  the  Indians  very  much  in  their  favour.  No  certain  accounts  of 
Mr.  Pike,  some  Indians  have  said  they  left  him  two  days  from  the  settle- 
ments of  Santa  Fee.  No  reliance  can  be  placed  on  this  information  [which 
was  in  fact  erroneous].  I  enclose  you  the  speeches  of  the  Sieoux  and  my 
answer,  <fcc. 

It  is  probably  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  Washington  to  settle  my  pub- 
lic accounts  for  moneys  expended  at  this  place,  of  which  you  have  been 
advised  in  my  last  letter  of  the  18th  ulto.  On  this  subject  I  must  request 
that  you  inform  me. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  &  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Most  Obedent  Servt. 

Wm  Clabk 
Genl.  Dearborn 
(Endorsed  rec'd  July  7,  1807.] 

St  Louis  Oct  16.  1807 
Sib 

The  escort  under  my  command  for  the  reconveyance  of  the  Man- 

dane  Chief  [Shahaka]  to  his  nation  has  been  compelled  to  return  to  St 
Louis  without  accomplishing  that  object. — You  will  expect  to  be  informed 
of  the  untoward  circumstances  which  have  contributed  to  this  failure. 

We  arrived  at  the  lower  villages  of  the  Ricaras  at  9  OClock,on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  September. 

These  people,  as  soon  as  we  came  opposite  their  village,  fired  several 
guns,  the  shot  of  which  came  very  near  us.  The  sub  Agent  Dorion,  enquired 


♦William  Ewing,  in  charge  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Establish- 
ment, on  the  site  of  present  Nauvoo,  111.,  opposite  Montrose,  Iowa.  For 
this  person,  see  letters  of  General  James  Wilkinson  and  of  General  Clark, 
in  my  new  edition  of  Z.  M.  Pike's  Expedition,  1895,  p.  15  and  p.  292.— E.  C. 
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in  the  Sieux  language  *What  they  meant^  They  replied  *put  to  shore  we 
will  supply  you  with  corn  and  oil'. — From  the  hospitalities  to  our  party  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  shew  a  confidence  in  their  friend- 
ly professions,  and  ordered  the  Boats  to  land  at  the  village 

Several  of  the  Sieux,  the  upper  bands  of  which  associated  with  the  Ri- 
oaras  in  this  affair,  immediately  came  to  the  Beach.  From  them  we  learned, 
that  the  Ricaras  and  Mandanes  still  carried  on  war  with  each  other,  and 
that  two  of  the  former  had  been  lately  killed  at  the  River  Bullet  [i.  e^ 
Cannonball  River]. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  bank  was  crowded  with  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  Indians,  all  of  whom  were  armed  with  guns,  and  many  of  them  with 
additional  warlike  weapons. — A  Mandane  woman,  who  had  been  a  captive 
for  several  years,  came  on  board,  from  whom  I  obtained  information,  which 
could  probably  have  been  derived  from  no  other  quarter. 

She  informed  me  that  Manuel  Lisa,  a  St.  Louis  trader  had  passed  np  some 
time  before:  That  he  had  given  the  Ricaras,  through  compulsion  I  con* 
jecture,  a  number  of  guns  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder  and  balL 
— This  man  you  recollect  obtained  a  Licence  from  Mr.  (Frederick)  Bates 
before  yonr  arrival  and  before  the  plan  which  the  Government  had  adopted 
with  respect  to  the  Mandane  was  known  at  St.  Louis.  He  was  however, 
still  at  St.  Charles  and  it  is  not  forgotten  that  Mr.  Bates  having  occasion 
to  visit  that  village  informed  him  of  the  change  of  arrangement  in  the  up- 
per country^  and  desired  him  to  remain  until  my  Boats  should  be  equipped 
that  he  might  accompany  the  expedition. « 

ThiSy  we  understood  he  had  consented  to  do— and  his  failure  in  those  en- 
gagements, has  probably  obliged  him  to  divert  the  storm  which  threatened 
his  own  boat,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  the  Ricaras  to  ours 

He  told  them;  as  we  learn  from  this  woman,  that  two  boats  might  be  very 
soon  expected;  that  we  had  the  Mandane  Chief  onboard;  and  that  we  were 
to  remain,  for  the  purposes  of  trade  at  their  villages. — On  this,  they  pil- 
laged him  of  about  half  of  his  goods,  and  suffered  him  to  pass  on.  deter- 
mining in  their  councils  at  the  same  time,  to  kill  him  on  his  return,  and  to 
lose  no  time  in  preparing  to  murder  the  Mandane  and  his  escort  as  soon 
as  we  should  arrive. — Being  thus  completely  apprized  of  their  sanguinary 
purposes,  as  respected  the  Mandane  in  particular,  I  directed  him  to  secure 
himself  in  the  cabbin,  by  building  in  front  a  breast  work  of  trunks  and 
boxes. — My  men  were  prepared  for  action,  and  the  Indians  about  the  pick- 
eted villages  and  breast  works,  appeared  to  be  putting  themselves  in  read- 
iness to  commence  it. — They  were  observed  chewing  .their  bullets  and 
driving  away  their  women  and  children. 

The  Chief  to  whom  you  desired  me  to  present  a  Medal,  at  length  ap- 
proached my  boat.  I  had  no  doubt  of  his  wish  to  serve  us;  and  as  he  was 
known  to  possess  influence  with  his  nation,  I  felt  desirous  of  conciliating 
him. — He  presented  me  a  letter  from  Courtney,  who  had  previously  to  the 
arrival  of  Lisa,  been  cruelly  treated  by  these  barbarians,  and  informed  us 
that  he  alone  had  been  friendly  to  that  unfortunate  Trader,  who  owed  his 
safety  and  ultimate  release  to  his  friendly  offices. 

This  chief  discovered  much  unea9iness  while  conversing  with  ns,  and  after 
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professing  his  regard  for  the  Mandane  and  myself,  rejoined  his  blood  thirsty 
companions  by  whom  his  advices  were  in  the  sequel  overruled. — My  inter- 
preter was  in  the  meantime,  employed  in  persuading  the  chiefs  to  meet  in 
council,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  collecting  all  of  them  except  the  chief 
of  the  upper  village. 

I  should  have  made  a  farther  effort  to  procure  the  attendance  of  this  re- 
fractory man;  but  found  that  if  we  consumed  the  day  in  fruitless  confer- 
ences, we  would,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  fall  a  more  easy  sacrifice.  I  there- 
fore determined  to  meet  them  and  proceed  to  the  upper  villages  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible. — My  Interpreter  was  an  old  Spaniard  whom  you  proba- 
bly may  not  have  forgotten.  To  employ  a  mediator  in  whom  we  have  no  con- 
fidence in  such  emergencies  as  this,  was  especially  embarrassing;  but  I  was 
obliged  to  make  use  of  him  on  this  occasion  from  the  absolute  improba- 
bility of  obtaining  another. 

I  addressed  them  somewhat  in  this  manner:  ^'Your  Great  American  Father 
has  sent  me  with  a  few  of  his  soldiers  to  conduct  the  Mandane  Chief  to  his 
nation. — In  our  long  and  laborious  journey,  we  have  met  with  many  nations 
of  Red  people,  by  all  of  whom  we  have  been  treated  with  hospitality  and 
kindness. — I  have  repeated  to  them  the  talk  of  their  Great  Father,  whose 
counsels  they  will  in  future  pursue. — We  were  not  strangers  to  you:  On 
a  former  occasion  you  extended  to  Louis  [sic]  and  Clark  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship:— We  feasted  in  your  villages  and  exchanged  mutual  benefits. — As  a 
proof  of  the  confidence  of  your  Great  Father  in  a  continuance  of  your  pa- 
cific dispositions,  and  as  an  evidence  of  your  pacific  dispositions,  and  as 
an  evidence  of  his  personal  friendship  for  your  chief,  he  sends  him  a  large 
Medal  the  devices  of  which  may  continually  remind  you  of  the  amicable 
intercourse  which  ought  always  to  subsist  between  his  People  and  yours." — 
I  then  suspended  the  Medal  to  the  neck  of  Grey  Eyes  [an  Arikara  chief: 
see  L.  and  C,  ed.  1893,  p.  1189]  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions. — 

To  this  address  they  made  no  reply — and  in  fact  from  a  variety  of  sus- 
picious circumstances  I  scarcely  calculated  on  a  friendly  answer. 

W^e  separated,  it  being  understood  that  we  would  stop  at  the  upper  [Ari- 
kara] village  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  Chief,  who  perhaps  from  motives 
of  etiquette,  had  refused  to  attend  the  council  below. — 

Our  Boats  proceeded  on — Dorion  and  the  Interpreter  [Rene]  Jesseaume 
went  by  land— the  Indians  followed  in  a  body,  using  threats  and  menaces- - 

On  our  arrival  about  4  OClock  in  the  afternoon  all  the  Indians  were  col- 
lected on  the  Beach.  They  appeared  in  violent  rage.  It  was  necessary  as  I 
conceived,  to  see  the  chief. — It  was  besides  my  duty  to  take  on  board  Dorion 
and  Jesseaume — My  men  were  kept  prepared  for  an  attack,  and  it  was 
doubtless,  as  prudent  to  meet  it  on  the  beach,  as  to  be  followed  into  a  river 
filled  with  irregular  sand-Bars. — We  put  to  shore  and  were  directed  by  the 
Indians  to  proceed  up  a  narrow  channel  near  the  Beach.  Their  views  on 
thiSy  could  not  be  mistaken  and  we  declined  a  compliance. 

We  were  then  told  that  we  should  proceed  no  further:  we  should  stay  and 
trade  with  them. — Lisa  had  told  them,  it  was  our  intention  to  remain  <fec.  &c. 
together  with  various  other  things  expressive  of  their  determination  to 
detain  us. —  ,  -  t 
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They  first  seized  the  cabel  of  Chouteau*8  Barge — as  his  contained  mer- 
chandize and  had  no  Soldiers  to  defend  it,  with  whom  they  were,  no  doubt 
unwilling  to  provoke  a  contest  until  they  shonld  have  the  other  completely 
in  their  power— Waving  their  hands  there,  the  moment  they  attacked  the 
Barge,  they  made  signels  that  I  might  go  on  -Chouteau  *hoped  he  was  not 
to  be  abandoned  in  so  dangerous  a  situation^ — I  replied  *make  them  an  offer* 
He  and  a  number  of  his  men  had  previously  gone  on  the  Beach,  in  order  to 
shew  an  advance  of  confidence,  but  theRo  unconscionable  Rascals  appeared 
to  rise  in  their  demands  in  proportion  as  they  found  their  victims  within 
their  reach.  He  at  length  did  make  them  an  offer,  which,  had  they  not  been 
determined  on  plunder  and  blood,  ought  to  have  satisfied  them.  He  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  half  of  his  goods  with  a  man  to  trade  them — 

The  Chief  of  the  upper  village  who  had  refused  to  attend  the  council  be- 
low, now  came  on  board,  and  desired  by  gestures  which  were  readily  under- 
stood that  the  Mandane  might  go  on  shore  with  him.  On  my  peremptory 
refusal  to  suffer  this,  he  retired  as  hastily  as  he  had  entered. — 

Mr.  Chouteau  and  several  of  his  men  were  still  on  the  Beach —Dorion 
-continued  in  conference  — a  demand  was  instantly  made  of  all  the  arms  and 
ammunition; — The  Chief  to  whom  I  had  given  the  Medal,  threw  it  on  the 
ground,  and  one  of  the  men  was  struck  down  with  the  butt  end  of  a  gun. 
The  Indians  now  raised  a  general  Whoop,  and  as  they  retired  to  the  willows 
fired  on  the  men,  on  the  Beach,  as  well  as  on  both  Boats  in  the  same  instant. — 
I  had  reserved  my  fire,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  them,  with  a  well 
directed  volley  of  swivels,  blunderbusses  and  small  arms,  before  they  shel- 
tered themselves  behind  a  young  growth  of  Willows  at  the  distance  of  about 
sixty  yards. — 

Here,  they  were  rather  concealed  than  defended;  and  as  it  would  have 
been  madness  to  leave  the  Boats  of  which  the  savages  would  have  taken  the 
immediate  possession,  we  continued  the  fight  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  honr 
when,  finding  that  they  were  too  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  I  ordered  a 
retreat. — My  Boat  was  put  off  with  greater  ease  than  Chouteau^s  -He  stuck 
on  a  sand  Bar;  thro*  which  his  men  were  obliged  to  drag  the  barge  while 
exposed  to  the  continual  fire  of  the  enemy. 

To  my  unexpressible  satisfaction,  he  at  length  surmounted  Difficulties 
which  had  nearly  proven  fatal  to  the  whole  party. — 

We  again  floated  in  a  narrow  rapid  current,  and  continued  a  retreating 
combat  from  both  sides  of  the  river  for  about  one  hour. — 

It  was  sunset,  and  the  pursuit  was  at  length  checked  by  the  death  of  one 
their  Sieux  Leaders. 

He  had  been  in  my  Boat,  and  was  afterwards  known  by  a  white  bandage 
which  he  wore  about  his  head. — With  about  40  men  he  was  endeavouring  to 
meet  us  at  a  point  projecting  into  the  stream  when  he  received  a  Ball  which 
was  aimed  particularly  at  him,  and  appeared  to  expire  in  a  moment  on  the 
Beach. — His  Partizans  gathered  about  him  and  we  saw  no  more  of  them. 

During  the  rapid  succession  of  these  events  I  bad  no  leisure  to  inquire 
into  the  situation  of  my  men. 

As  soon  as  we  imagined  ourselves  free  from  pursuit,  we  lashed  our  Boats 
together  and  examined  their  wounds. —  ^  ^  . 
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of  my  own  men  none  were  killed — My  Hunter*8  leg  was  broken — One  of 
the  Soldiers  had  a  ball  thro'  the  fleshy  part  of  his  leg — and  a  second  was 
wounded  in  the  hip  and  the  arm. 

Mr.  Chouteau  was  far  less  fortunate: — He  had  one  man  killed  on  the 
Beach;  one  in  a  Perogne  which  accompanied  his  Barge;  One  on  board  the  ^ 
Barge  and  one  mortally  wounded  who  died  nine  days  afterwards. — Six  oth- 
ers of  his  men  were  badly  wounded  but  have  since  recovered. — 

This  miscarriage  is  a  most  unhappy  affair. — The  Mandane  is  now  at 
the  camp,  and  will  be  supplied  with  whatever  he  may  reasonably  want  until 
the  orders  of  the  Government  shall  be  known  with  respect  to  him.— 

Altho'  Jesseaume  the  Mandane  Interpreter  was  of  my  party,  he  had 
quarrelled  with  his  chief  and  was  on  board  Chouteau's  Boat. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  has  been  badly  wounded  in  the  thigh  and  shoul- 
der. Mr.  Bates  has  ordered  him  medical  attendance  in  St.  Louis,  as  the 
Burgeon  of  the  garrison  has  been  of  late  too  ill  to  attend  to  his  duties. 

After  our  retreat,  I  felt  so  sensibly  the  necessity  of  obeying  the  orders  of 
the  government  with  respect  to  this  expedition,  that  I  proposed  to  the  Man- 
dane that  he  should  accompany  me  through  by  land.  The  distance  was 
only  about  three  dajs  march,  and  by  leaving  the  River,  and  pursuing  an 
unfrequented  route,  through  the  Praircs,  T  hoped  to  reach  the  Mandane- 
Liodges,  undiscovered  by  the  Ricaras. — 

The  Chief  declined  this  project,  alledging  the  impossibility  of  accom- 
plishing it  with  his  wounded  Interpreter  together  with  the  incumbrance  of 
their  wives  and  children. 

If  my  opinion  were  asked  'what  number  of  men  would  be  necessary  to 
escort  this  unhappy  Chief  to  his  nation,"  I  would  be  compelled  to  say,  from 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  association  of  the  upper  band  of  the  Sieux  with 
the  Ricaras  that  a  force  of  less  than  400  men  ought  not  to  attempt  such  an 
enterprize — and  surely  it  is  possible  that  even  One  Thousand  men  might 
fail  in  the  attempt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectfully 

your  obdt  Servant 

Nathl  Pbyob 
Genl.  Clark 
Ind  Agent 

Louisville  October  24th  1807 
Deab  Sib 

I  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Ensign  Pryor  dated  St 
Louis  Octr.  16th.  1807  in  which  he  mentions  the  failure  of  his  expedition 
with  the  Mandan  Chief  to  his  Nation,  after  passing  all  the  lower  Bands  of 
Sieoux  unmolested,  he  was  on  the  9th.  of  Sept.  at  the  village  of  the  Ricaras, 
attacked  by  that  Nation,  and  after  an  obstinate  resistance  for  more  than  an 
hour,  he  was  compelled  to  fall  back  (down  the  stream)  with  the  loss  of 
three  men  killed  and  several  badly  wounded. 

The  Mandan  Chief  with  his  interpreter  who  is  badly  wounded  is  with  the 
party  a  Coal  Water  Camp  [sic — at  Cold  Water  Camp].  Young  Mr.  Chou- 
teau behaved  very  well  on  this  occasion,  from  some  communications  whieh 


ications  whieh  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


620  ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 

I  have  received  by  this  mail  from  different  qaarters  the  Condact  of  the 
British  trader  in  the  N  W  is  such  as  cannot  be  put  up  with  by  onr  Govern- 
ment.   I  will  send  you  by  the  next  post  some  letters  on  the  subject  of  In- 
dian affairs,  and  Ensign  Prior's  report,  the  post  is  now  waiting. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect 

Your  Mt.  Ob  Ser 

Wm.  Clabk 
[Postwritten  Louisville,  Ky  26  Octo     Free 
Marked  Reed  Nov.  13, 1807] 

Neab  Loui8vn.iiK  30th.  Octr.  1807 
Dkab  Sib 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  Ensign  Pryor's  report,  one  letter 
from  Captain  Dunim  [Josiah  Dunham]  and  one  from  Mr  John  Cam[p]beU 
a  merchant  at  Prarie  de-chein;  Ensigns  Pryors  report  will  inform  you  of 
his  progress  and  misfortune  on  the  Missouri. — I  am  a  little  gratified  to  find 
that  all  those  Bands  of  Scioux  who  had  a  deputation  at  St:  Louis  last  spring 
were  friendly  disposed  to  Pryors  party  and,  only  that  Band  of  Scioux  witb 
whome  we  have  had  no  intercourse  has  attached  themselves  to  the  Kicaras 
(no  doubt  under  the  infiuenoe  of  the  British  Traders)  to  prevent  all  parties 
from  assending  the  Missouri. — You  will  observe  by  the  letters  of  Captain 
Dunim  and  Mr.  Cambell  the  Conduct  of  the  British  Traders  in  the  vicinity 
of  Michillimakinak  their  plans  of  avoiding  the  duties  and  Laws  of  the 
United  States. — 

Mr  Campbell  will  wait  on  you  early  in  December  and  will  inform  you  of  the 
views  and  probable  intention  of  the  formidable  Maiana  Company  of  whom  I 
have  given  yon  a  relation  of.  -I  am  not  acquainted  with  Mr  Campbell  andean 
say  nothing  more  of  him  than  of  his  possessing  some  influence  with  the  Indi- 
ans about  Prarie- De-Chein.  I  am  told  he  is  a  Magistrate  under  Govr  Har- 
rison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  <&c 

Wic.  Clabk 


The  Des  Moines  Pioneer  Club. — The  organization  of  "The 
Des  Moines  Pioneer  Club**  at  Mr.  J.  C.  Savery's  New  Year's 
dinner  party  was  a  long  delayed  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  if  the  annual  fees  and  contributions  can  be  made  suffi- 
ciently large  to  print  the  speeches  made  at  the  regular  New 
Year's  dinners,  much  of  the  valuable  early  history  of  this  city, 
county  and  State  can  be  saved  that  will  otherwise  be  forever 
lost.  Among  those  present  at  Mr.  Savery's  dinner  were  men 
who  have  gained  both  State  and  National  renown,  who  know 
more  about  Iowa  history  than  any  other  living  persons. — Des 
Moines  Register^  Jan.  3,  1895. 
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THE    SAD    WAR   EXPERIENCES    OF    TWO   IOWA 
BROTHERS. 


BY  CAPT.  H.  I.  SMITH,  OF  MASON  CITY,  IOWA. 


There  were  only  two  of  us,  Peter  and  I.  Notwithstanding 
that  we  were  the  only  sons  of  a  widowed  mother,  with  two 
younger  sisters,  living  on  a  farm  in  Cerro  Gordo,  then  a  fron- 
tier county  in  the  State,  we  had  both  enlisted  early  in  the  war, 
and  were  among  the  first  who  started  for  the  front.  I  had 
gone  first,  early  in  1861,  with  mother's  consent  and  blessing, 
with  the  understanding  that  my  brother  should  remain  at 
home  and  work  the  farm.  He  staid,  apparently  contented, 
until  the  following  winter,  when  I  returned  on  a  furlough 
from  Mound  City  hospital,  where  I  had  been  for  treatment 
for  a  severe  gun-shot  wound  in  the  right  shoulder,  received 
at  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861. 

They  laid  me  on  mother's  bed  when  I  was  brought  home. 
My  brother  was  away  at  the  time  and  did  not  return  until 
evening.  When  he  came  home,  mother  told  him  to  go  into 
her  bedroom  and  see  who  was  there.  The  first  intimation  he 
had  that  I  had  returned  was  when  he  saw  me  there.  I  never 
shall  forget  his  looks  at  that  time.  I  was  very  much  emaciated 
from  the  effects  of  my  wound  and  the  exposure  and  neglect 
following,  having  been  left  on  the  battlefield  in  the  hands  of 
the  Rebels  and  receiving  no  medical  attendance  until  over 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  battle.  He  was  very  much  affected 
at  seeing  me  in  that  condition.  He  was  then  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  with  a  form  and  physique  the  perfection  of  man- 
hood and  health ;  well  rounded  out  by  a  life  of  toil  and  priva- 
tion on  the  frontier  of  Iowa.  His  face  at  first  flushed;  then 
every  drop  of  blood  seemed  to  leave  it  and  it  was  blanched 
and  grew  hard,  and  the  bloodless  lips  set  in  straight,  cruel 
lines.  It  was  some  time  before  he  could  control  his  feelings 
so  he  dared  attempt  to  speak.     He  finally  calmed  down  and         t 
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talked  to  me  about  the  war,  asked  where  my  regiment  was,  and 
a  few  particulars  about  my  route  home,  when  he  said:  "I  shall 
have  revenge  for  this.  I  have  been  chafing  to  get  away  to 
the  front  ever  since  you  went  to  the  war,  and  I  can  stand  it 
no  longer.**  He  said:  "Say  nothing  to  mother  and  sisters 
about  it  at  present,*'  and  he  was  gone. 

He  went  straight  to  the  front,  joined  my  regiment,  the  7th 
Iowa  Infantry,  in  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  dangerous 
and  arduous  campaign  with  General  Grant,  in  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  being  assigned  toLau- 
man's  Brigade  which  led  the  charge  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Donelson.  He  endured  all  the  privations  of  the  rain,  mud 
and  snow,  away  from  tents  and  supplies,  in  the  most  inclem- 
ent season  of  the  year,  incident  to  that  campaign;  from  there 
he  went  to  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  by 
a  fragment  of  a  shell,  the  first  day  of  the  battle,  being  in  that 
portion  of  the  field  designated  by  the  Rebels  as  the  "Hornet's 
nest,"  on  account  of  the  stubborn  resistance  encountered  at 
that  part  of  our  line — they  having  been  unable  to  break 
through  at  that  point.  Notwithstanding  he  was  wounded 
and  nearly  disabled,  he  refused  to  go  to  the  rear,  but  staid 
with  his  company  and  fought  all  through  both  days  of  the 
battle. 

By  this  time  I  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  my  wound  so 
as  to  be  able  for  light  duty,  and  had  returned  to  my  regiment. 
During  the  night,  between  the  two  days'  fight,  our  regiment 
was  ordered  not  to  move  from  their  tracks,  and  not  a  man 
left  the  ranks.  At  dark  the  battle  gradually  subsided  from  a 
continuous  roar  of  artillery  and  musketry  to  a  desultory  firing 
here  and  there  along  the  line,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  lie 
down  on  their  arms  and  take  a  much-needed  rest.  My  broth- 
er's place  in  the  ranks  came  in  a  road,  which  had  been  used 
through  the  day  by  the  troops,  artillery,  ammunition  wagons 
and  ambulances,  passing  back  and  forth,  and,  being  wet,  had 
been  churned  into  a  perfect  pudding  of  mud,  on  which  he 
spread  his  blanket  and  laid  down.  The  night  set  in  dark  and 
rainy,  and  no  fires  were  allowed  in  the  front.    Its  stillness  was 
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broken  by  occasional  musket  shots  and  the  regular  firing  of 
nine-inch  shells  every  fifteen  minutes  from  the  gun-boats,  Lex- 
ington and  Tyler,  in  the  river,  which  went  screeching  overhead 
and  bursting  among  the  enemy  in  the  woods  beyond,  and  the 
moaning  of  the  wounded  as  they  were  carried  through  the 
lines  to  the  hospital  tents  in  the  rear.  All  night  long  the  tramp 
of  the  ambulance  corps  with  the  stretchers  and  suflFering  loads 
of  humanity  could  be  heard,  and  the  pitiless  rain  poured  down 
incessantly,  making  both  wounded  and  well  uncomfortable. 
In  the  morning  my  brother  got  up  out  of  his  mud  wallow^ 
soaking  wet,  and  so  stiff  and  sore  he  could  scarcely  move,  leav- 
ing his  blanket  where  it  laid,  but  could  not  be  induced  to  go 
to  the  hospital  or  to  the  rear.  He  staid  with  the  company  and 
participated  in  the  battle  until  the  Rebels  were  routed  and 
driven  from  the  field.  Sunday  morning  when  the  battle  began 
our  regiment  was  away  from  our  camp  on  inspection,  and  was 
ordered  from  there  to  the  left  of  the  army  without  going  back 
to  quarters.  On  our  return  to  our  tents  after  the  battle,  we 
found  they  had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy.  They  had  gone 
80  suddenly  that  they  had  left  many  of  their  wounded  in  our 
camp.  From  my  tent  they  had  taken  everything  they  could 
carry,  including  my  violin,  and  left  one  of  their  wounded,  a 
mere  youth,  whom  we  tenderly  nursed  and  cared  for  several 
days,  until  he  was  taken  to  the  field  hospital. 

My  brother  had  a  perfect  horror  of  going  to  the  hospital, 
and  insisted  on  staying  in  camp  when  it  was  apparent  that  he 
was  failing  every  day.  He  staid  with  the  company  until  the 
army  was  ready  to  move  on  the  campaign  to  Corinth,  and  in- 
sisted that  he  was  able  to  march  with  the  regiment.  He  fell  in 
with  the  company  with  his  knapsack,  gun  and  accoutrements, 
and  started  on  the  march,  only  to  fall  behind  the  first  mile. 
I  dropped  back  with  him  and  encouraged  him  by  first  carry- 
ing his  gun;  he  went  on  a  little  farther  and  gave  out  again. 
After  resting  awhile  I  took  his  knapsack  and  accoutrements 
and  he  went  a  little  farther  and  gave  out  again.  We  sat 
down  beside  the  road  until  darkness  began  to  overtake  us, 
when  an  orderly  came  along,  piloting  our  regimental  team^s. 
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and.  told  us  that  the  regiment  had  gone  into  camp  abont  two 
miles  beyond,  pointing  the  direction  they  were.  The  teamster 
took  my  brother's  gun  and  knapsack,  but  refused  to  let  him 
ride,  as  he  had  such  a  load,  and  had  strict  orders  not  to  let 
any  one  ride.  We  started  through  the  woods  to  camp  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  orderly,  leaving  the  traveled  road. 
We  were  not  yet  oflf  the  battlefield,  when  darkness  overtook 
us;  it  began  to  rain  and  we  got  lost,  stumbled  and  wandered 
around  until  finally  we  could  see  the  camp  fires,  toward  which 
we  started.  My  brother  fell  into  a  shallow  trench  or  grave 
where  some  of  those  killed  in  battle  had  been  buried.  The 
bodies  had  been  entombed  just  long  enough  to  become  decom- 
posed and  there  being  scarcely  any  earth  over  them,  he  got 
nearly  up  to  his  knees  in  putrified  humanity.  I  pulled  him 
out  amid  such  a  horrible  stench  that  I  could  scarcely  stand  it, 
and  we  made  our  way  to  camp  where  we  arrived  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night.  He  smelled  so  badly  that  the  boys  could 
not  stay  in  the  tent  with  him  in  that  condition,  so  we  stripped 
him  of  all  his  clothing,  rolled  him  up  in  a  blanket  and  laid 
him  in  the  tent,  as  he  did  not  have  a  change  of  clothing,  and  I 
took  his  clothes  to  a  creek  and  washed  them  out  and  hung 
them  by  the  camp  fire  to  dry.  He  had  a  burning  fever  all 
through  the  night  and  was  not  able  to  sit  up  the  next  morn- 
ing, so  the  regimental  surgeon  sent  him  back  to  the  hospital 
in  an  ambulance. 

Until  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  discipline  in  camp  and 
field  had  been  somewhat  lax,  and  the  experience  of  careless- 
ness and  surprise  at  that  time  had  led  the  oflBcers  to  see  the 
necessity  of  being  more  strict  and  watchful  for  a  wary  foe, 
until  they  had  gone  almost  to  the  other  extreme  of  strictness 
and  discipline,  as  they  saw  the  stern  fact  of  a  long  and  pitiless 
war  upon  us. 

We  continued  our  march  and  approach  to  Ck)ri nth, skirmish- 
ing, fighting,  entrenching  and  advancing  every  day,  and  I 
heard  nothing  from  my  brother  until  about  the  10th  of  May, 
when  word  came  to  me  from  the  rear  that  he  was  on  the  hos- 
pital steamer  City  of  Memphis  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  dying, 
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and  wanted  to  see  me.  I  went  to  my  Colonel,  E.  W.  Rice, 
and  asked  him  for  a  two  days*  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  him. 
He  said  he  would  be  willing  to  grant  my  request,  only  that  he 
was  afraid  I  might  get  captured  by  the  Rebel  cavalry,  or 
guerrillas  if  I  went  alone,  and  suggested  that  I  might  get  de- 
tailed as  one  of  the  guards  to  the  wagon  trains  that  were  haul- 
ing supplies  from  our  base  on  the  Tennessee  River.  I  told 
him  I  would  undertake  to  do  so  if  he  would  give  me  permis- 
sion and  a  pass;  he  did  so,  and  had  it  approved  by  General 
Davies,  our  division  commander.  I  looked  around  among  the 
wagon-masters  of  the  different, divisions  to  find  one  going  to 
the  landing,  but  could  not  find  any  going  that  day,  so  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  go  alone  and  take  the  night  for  it.  I  made  my 
way  to  the  rear  of  the  army  and  waited  for  darkness.  As  soon 
as  it  became  dusk  I  started,  skirting  the  roads  so  as  to  avoid 
meeting  or  being  overtaken  by  guerrillas  or  bushwhackers. 
I  heard  squads  of  horsemen  several  times  during  the  night, 
when  I  would  skulk  in  the  brush  or  slide  behind  trees  and 
wait  until  they  passed.  It  was  too  dark  for  me  to  discern 
whether  they  were  friends  or  foes. 

I  arrived  at  the  outposts  at  the  landing  at  daylight,  having 
marched  over  twenty  miles  by  the  road,  the  latter  part  of  the 
journey  being  over  the  battle  ground  of  Shiloh,  where  I  had 
to  pick  my  way  through  fallen  trees,  skeletons  of  horses,  un- 
known graves  and  the  general  debris  of  the  late  strife.  I 
encountered  a  few  pickets  near  the  landing,  who  allowed  me 
to  pass. 

The  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tyler  I  could  dimly  see  in 
the  dusky  fog,  anchored  in  mid-stream,  with  their  black  hulls 
and  big  guns  looking  angrily  out  of  the  port- holes,  guarding 
the  supplies  on  the  bluffs,  and  the  hospital  steamer  whose  bow 
was  stuck  in  the  mud  of  the  bank,  with  her  stern  swung  out  in 
the  stream.  It  was  just  getting  daylight  and  there  was  no  stir 
on  board  as  yet.  I  stepped  upon  the  gang-plank  to  go  on 
board,  when  I  was  confronted  by  two  guards  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets, and  cold  unfeeling  looks,  who  refused  to  let  me  pass.  I 
explained  my  mission  and  begged  them  to  allow  me  to  go  on 
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board,  which  they  refused  to  do,  saying  they  had  positive 
orders  not  to  pass  any  one.  I  asked  to  see  the  surgeon  or  offi- 
cer in  charge,  but  they  said  he  had  not  yet  got  up,  so  I  sat 
down  on  the  bank  and  waited.  The  first  officer  I  saw  was  a 
young  doctor  who  came  out  of  the  cabin,  and  began  fishing 
over  the  stern  of  the  steamer.  I  hailed  him  and  explained  to 
him  my  errand  and  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  go  aboard  and 
see  my  brother.  He  said  he  could  not  allow  me  to  do  so, 
giving  as  a  reason  that  men  had  got  on  the  boats  upon  one 
pretext  or  another,  and  had  gone  north  on  French  furlough 
or  deserted — that  the  orders  were  not  to  allow  any  soldiers  on 
board  but  the  guards,  nurses  and  wounded.  I  told  him  I 
would  pledge  my  word  as  a  soldier  and  gentleman  that  if  he 
would  grant  me  an  interview  with  my  brother,  I  would  go 
ashore  and  return  to  my  regiment  at  the  front  at  once.  I  held 
my  pass  in  my  hand  and  asked  him  to  come  and  read  it  for 
himself,  stating  that  it  was  given  by  Colonel  Rice  and  ap- 
proved by  General  Davies,  but  he  was  inexorable  and  relent- 
less, and  no  amount  of  persuasion  would  induce  him  to  change 
or  modify  his  decision;  so  I  sat  down  sorrowfully  on  the 
bank  to  devise  some  way  to  circumvent  the  orders,  or,  Micaw- 
ber-like,  ''wait  for  something  to  turn  up." 

I  realized  that  whatever  was  done  must  be  done  soon,  as  my 
leave  of  absence  would  expire  on  the  morrow,  and  my  regi- 
ment was  over  twenty  miles  away,  and  advancing.  I  was  tired, 
hungry  and  footsore  from  my  all  night^s  march.  As  I  sat 
there  eating  hard-tack  and  raw  bacon,  and  watching  the  doctor 
fishing,  he  would  occasionally  look  at  me,  and  I  fancied  he  was 
uneasy  and  that  his  heart  was  softening.  He  finally  hailed  me 
and  asked  me  if  I  could  find  him  some  angle-worms  for  bait. 
I  told  him  pleasantly  I  would  do  my  best  to  do  so.  I  thought 
if  I  could  find  them  he  would  allow  me  to  go  on  board  and 
see  my  brother.  I  dug  around  the  bank  with  my  bayonet, 
but  was  unsuccessful,  so  I  went  back  about  half  a  mile  to  a 
field  and  was  fortunate  in  finding  some,  and  returned  and  called 
to  him  that  I  had  them.  He  told  me  to  come  on  board  and 
bring  them  to  him,  which  I  very  gladly  hastened  to  do.     I 
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^went  again  to  the  gang-plank,  and  was  again  stopped  by  the 
same  guards.  I  again  went  and  called  the  doctor,  and  he  or- 
dered them  to  let  me  pass.  I  passed  to  the  stern,  handed  the 
bait  to  the  doctor  and  hurried  up  the  after  gang- way  to  the 
cabin.  It  was  a  very  large  steamer,  the  state-rooms  were  full 
of  sick  and  wounded,  and  there  was  a  long  row  of  cots  full, 
on  each  side  of  the  cabin.  I  searched  for  some  time  among 
the  mass  of  suflFering  humanity  before  I  found  my  brother, 
and  when  I  did  I  scarcely  knew  him,  he  was  so  emaciated, 
weak  and  low,  as  to  be  hardly  able  to  speak.  He  was  entirely 
overcome  when  he  saw  me;  we  clasped  hands,  and  I  waited 
for  him  to  grow  calm  and  get  strength  enough  to  talk,  which 
seemed  a  long  time.  I  was  so  overcome  with  grief  that  I 
dared  not  trust  myself  to  speak,  and  we  did  nothing  for  some 
time  but  look  tearfully  into  each  other's  eyes.  I  could  see 
plainly  that  I  should  see  him  no  more  after  this  interview, 
for  the  mark  of  death  was  plainly  upon  his  brow. 

We  finally  got  calm  and  talked  a  little ;  with  tearful  eyes,  and 
a  weak  and  nervous  convulsive  motion  of  his  lips,  he  told  me 
he  was  aware  he  had  not  long  to  live  and  was  so  glad  I  had 
come  to  see  him.  He  was  about  delivering  a  message  for  me 
to  send  to  mother  and  the  folks  at  home,  when  an  officer  and 
a  detail  of  soldiers  came  down  the  aisle  and  with  a  braggart's 
important  air,  which  broke  so  harshly  on  our  feelings  of  grief 
and  aflFection,  absolutely  drove  me  from  the  boat  at  the  point 
of  their  bayonets,  in  the  face  of  my  dying  brother's  pleading 
and  imploring  helplessness  and  my  begging  to  allow  him  to 
finish  his  last  message  and  to  bid  me  good  bye;  but  it  was  of 
no  avail;  I  was  mercilessly  thrust  ashore  and  I  never  saw 
him  again. 

I  saw  over  fbur  years  of  service  in  the  war,  two  and  a  half 
in  the  ranks  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  as  a  commissioned 
officer,  always  in  the  very  front,  but  this  was  the  hardest 
thing  I  ever  have  had  to  bear,  either  in  war  or  peace. 

I  realize  that  after  the  surprise,  the  confusion  and  demoral- 
ization during  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  it  was  necessary  to  have 
strict  orders  and  thorough  discipline,  but  in  the  face  of  all  this. 
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conceding  everything,  as  time  has  softened  many  things  and 
explained  others,  I  still  think,  and  always  expect  to,  that  for 
a  cowardly,  cold-hearted  piece  of  meanness,  that  capped  the 
climax;  and  I  shall  always  think  that  nobody  but  cowardly 
officers  and  soldiers  who  skulked  and  sought  duty  in  the  rear, 
would  ever  be  guilty  of  such  acta.  They  certainly  might 
have  discriminated  in  their  orders  enough  to  allow  my  dying 
brother  to  finish  his  message  to  our  widowed  mother. 

He  died  on  the  12th  of  May,  1862,  among  strangers,  without 
a  friend  to  comfort  him,  on  the  hospital  steamer  City  of  Mem- 
phis, on  his  way  to  Keokuk  hospital,  and  was  buried  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  below  Quincy. 

Ck)uld  he  have  only  survived  to  reach  home,  and  laid  his 
suflFering  and  weary  head  on  the  mother^s  bosom  that  had 
nourished  him  to  strength  and  manhood,  to  go  forth  to  do 
battle  for  his  country,  he  would  have  died  satisfied ;  and  what 
a  comfort  it  would  have  been  to  her  through  all  these  long 
years,  to  have  had  the  privilege  of  ministering  unto  him  in 
his  last  moments! 

To  this  day  I  have  never  had  the  courage  to  tell  our  moth- 
er the  circumstances  of  his  death,  and  I  hope  she  may  never 
know  them. 

The  recollections  of  that  time,  and  the  circumstances,  come 
back  fresh  to  me  over  the  lapse  of  a  third  of  a  century,  with 
a  vividness  as  though  it  were  but  yesterday — and  they  were 
my  saddest  experiences  of  the  war. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  electric  cars  can  easily  be  made  to 
go  a  hundred  miles  an  hour,  and  that  inside  of  ten  years  more 
the  people  of  Des  Moines  will  be  able  to  ride  to  Chicago  on 
an  electric  car  in  three  hours  in  the  morning,  do  their  shop- 
ping, and  come  home  in  the  evening.— Pro/.  J,  K,  Macom- 
he)',  in  Des  Moines  Register,  Oct.  27,  1894. 
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BY  COLONEL  O.  H.  GATCH. 


[Concluding  Paper.] 

While  the  settlers  were  endeavoring  to  get  relief  either 
through  the  confirmation  of  their  title  by  direct  Congressional 
action,  or  through  the  proposed  suit  by  the  Government  for 
their  benefit,  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees,  possi- 
bly with  more  regard  for  their  own  interests  than  for  those  of  the 
settlers,  favored  and  were  willing  to  aid  in  procuring  for  the 
latter  indemnity  in  lieu  of  the  lands,  thereby  hoping  to  put 
an  end  to  a  most  annoying  and  expensive  controversy,  involv- 
ing apparently  endless  litigation.  By  a  joint  effort  of  the 
opposing  interests  for  indemnity  in  place  of  the  fruitless 
contest  about  the  title,  the  settlers  might  have  obtained  more 
ample  justice  years  ago  than  they  are  now  likely  ever  to  ob- 
tain; many  of  them,  indeed,  becoming  discouraged  by  suc- 
cessive defeats,  both  in  Congress  and  in  the  courts,  have  long 
since  either  abandoned  their  claims  altogether  or  little  better 
than  given  them  away,  and  can  therefore  never  have  even 
scant  justice  done  them. 

At  its  session  in  1870  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa 
adopted  a  joint  resolution  asking  Congress  for  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  State,  * 

**To  be  used  by  said  State  to  indemnify  such  persons  as  have  purchased 
of  the  United  States  or  pre-empted  any  of  the  odd  sections  lying  along  the 
Des  Moines  River,  whose  titles  have  since  been  held  invalid  on  account  of 
the  grants  by  Congress  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  August  8,  1846,  and  the  acts 
in  extension  thereof.'' 

March  3,  1871,  Congress  passed  an  act  ratifying  the  "ad- 
justment*' and  confirming  to  the  State  and  its  grantees  title 
to  the  297,603  acres  of  indemnity  lands.  This  act  was  held 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Homestead 
Company  vs.  Valley  Railroad  Company  to  be  in  efFect  an 
original  grant,  the  previous  acts  of  selection,  adjustment  and      j 
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certification  being  held  not  to  have  had  that  effect.     The 
court  say  in  the  opinion : 

*' Whatever  may  have  caused  the  adjustment,  it  is  quite  apparent  as  the 
lands  were  erroneously  certified  under  the  act  of  July,  1862, that  something 
more  was  needed  than  the  action  of  the  Land  Commissioner,  fortified  as 
it  was  by  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  pass  a  valid 
title  to  the  State  and  its  grantees." 

The  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  having  previously  by  the 
act  of  March  31,  18()8,  ratified  the  adjustment  and  directed  a 
conveyance  of  the  l.ands  thereby  contemplated  and  intended 
as  "indemnity  lands"  to  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  the  joint  effect  of  the  two  acts  was  to  vest  in  the 
Railroad  Company  the  title  to  lands  that  should  have  been 
used  "to  indemnify  settlers  upon  the  Des  Moines  River 
lands/*  as  contemplated  by  the  legislative  joint  resolution 
just  referred  to. 

Referring  to  this  adjustment.  Commissioner  Drummond 
in  the  communication  from  which  an  extract  has  in  a  previous 
paper  been  taken,  says: 

'*In  1866  the  whole  matter  was  opened  for  final  settlement  and  adjust- 
ment between  the  State  and  the  General  Government  through  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  an  account  was  stated  by  the  Commissioner  of  this  office 
allowing  the  certifications  to  stand  in  favor  of  the  railroad  grants  and 
giving  the  State  indemnity  for  the  same  on  account  of  the  river  grant. 
The  State  accepted  this  settlement  and  the  matter  was  considered  adjusted.^ 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  under  the 
act  of  March  3, 1873,  referred  to  in  the  last  preceding  paper, 
having  reported  the  number  of  acres  to  which  the  Navigation 
Company  and  its  grantees  claimed  title  adversely  to  persons 
claiming  the  same  "either  by  entry  or  under  the  pre-emption 
or  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  terms  on 
which  the  "adverse  holders  thereof"  would  "relinquish  the 
same  to  the  United  States,"  the  Hon.  Jackson  Orr  then  repre- 
senting the  congressional  district  in  which  the  river  lands  were 
located,  at  the  first  session  of  the  43d  Congress  introduced  an 
indemnity  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $404,288,  "to  be 
used  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing a  relinquishment  of  the  title  to  the  lands  lying  north  of 
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the  Raccoon  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  River  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  which  may  be  held  by  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  & 
Railroad  Company,  or  persons  claiming  title  under  it,  ad- 
versely to  persons  holding  said  lands,  either  by  entry  or  un- 
der the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States, 
in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  under  the  act  of  March 
3,  1873/'  But  to  be  so  used  subject  to  the  conditions  that 
claimants  under  the  act  should  "furnish  proof  of  the  character 
of  their  claim  or  title  to  the  land,''  and  that  when  this  should 
be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
the  claimants  should  so  far  as  in  their  power  to  do  so,  comply 
"with  the  terms  and  regulations  for  the  acquisition  of  lands  of 
the  public  domain"  and  should  thereunder  "in  the  absence  of 
any  conflicting  claim  be  entitled  to  receive  an  absolute  title 
thereto,"  that  officer  should  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  of 
such  lands  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  appraised  value  thereof 
for  the  relinquishment  of  their  title  thereto  to  the  United 
States,  and  if  such  relinquishment  could  not  be  obtained  for 
such  appraised  value  should  pay  the  amount  or  amounts  of 
such  appraisement  to  the  person  or  persons  making  such 
proof,  provided,  however,  that  a  patent  from  the  United 
States  should  render  other  proof  unnecessary,  and  with  the 
further  proviso  that  when  the  government  price  had  not  been 
paid  by  a  purchaser  at  the  time  of  or  subsequent  to  his  en- 
try, the  amount  of  such  unpaid  price  should  be  deducted  from 
the  appraised  value." 

The  bill  passed  the  House  by  a  large  majority,  went  to  the 
Senate  and  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 
The  committee  reported  adversely  and  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  journal  of  the  Senate  that  the  report  was  ever  acted  upon. 
After  referring  to  the  history  of  the  grant  at  some  length, 
making  mention  of  the  numerous  and  conflicting  opinions  of 
government  officials  as  to  the  location  and  extent  of  the 
grant,  the  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
that  it  did  not  extend  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  the  de- 
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Cision  in  the  Walcott  case  as  to  the  eflFect  of  the  Walker  res- 
ervation, it  is  said  in  the  report: 

"The  Walcott  decision  seems  to  have  been  misunderstood  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  He  treated  the  lands  in  question  as  restored  by  force 
of  that  decision  to  the  public  domain  and  subject  to  the  pre-emption  and 
homestead  laws,  and  hence  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
by  an  order  made  May  20,  1868,  opened  the  lands  to  entry  under  the  pre- 
emption and  homestead  laws.  In  point  of  fact  they  belonged  to  the  Des 
Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Company,  under  the  contract  and  con- 
veyance above  specified.  But  between  these  dates,  October  30,  1851,  and 
May  20,  1868,  27,852  acres  of  the  lands  in  question  were  occupied  by  set- 
tlers, claiming  title  under  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws,  notwith- 
standing that  during  all  this  interval  the  order  withdrawing  them  from 
market  was  in  force. 

"Under  such  circumstances  we  hold  that  no  legal  or  equitable  title  can 
be  set  up  by  the  settlers;  they  were  bound  to  know  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
the  certification  of  the  lists  by  the  Secretary  was  a  valid  act,  and  the  lands 
were  no  longer  liable  to  entry." 

Continuing,  reference  is  made  to  the  suit  of  which  mention 
has  been  made  in  a  previous  paper,  against  the  Register  and 
Receiver  at  Ft.  Dodge,  as  follows: 

"As  to  the  lands  entered  subsequently  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Browning  of 
May  9,  1868,  and  the  order  of  the  Commissioner,  it  appears  that  the  com- 
pany immediately  took  steps  to  enjoin  the  officers  of  the  local  land  offices 
from  allowing  entries  to  be  made,  and  accordingly  injunctions  were  is- 
sued by  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Iowa.  These 
Injunctions  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices  at  Ft.  Dodge  and 
Des  Moines  were  ordered  by  the  Commissioner  to  disregard.  The  conflict 
of  opinions  resulted  in  a  suit,  and  called  for  another  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  the  December  term,  1869,  (Hannah  Riley  vs.  WiUiam  B. 
Welles),  when  it  was  definitely  ruled  that  the  settlers  entered  upon  the 
lands  without  right,  and  their  possession  was  continued  without  right, 
and  that  the  permission  of  the  register  to  prove  up  the  possession  and  im- 
provements, and  to  make  the  entries  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  were 
acts  in  violation  of  law,  and  void,  as  was  also  the  issuing  of  patents." 

In  a  previous  part  of  the  report,  referring  to  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  and  the  actual  cost  of  the  lands 
to  the  settlers,  it  is  said: 

"The  present  bill  proposes  to  relieve  such  persons  in  accordance  with 
that  report  by  purchasing  the  outstanding  superior  titles,  and,  if  that 
cannot  be  done,  by  indemnifying  them  for  losses  by  failure  of  their  titles. 

"There  are  344  beneficiaries  under  this  bill;  the  total  number  of  acres 
for  which  they  claim  compensation  on  account  of  failure  of  title  is  39,540; 
and  averaging  the  valuations  put  upon  the  lands  by  the  commissioners  at 
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$10.22  per  acre,  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  pay  them  is  $404^28.49. 
They  do  not  claim  for  improvements.  It  is  probable  that  they  are  entitled 
to  the  value  of  these  under  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of  Iowa. 

*^All  of  these  lands  were  entered  as  part  of  the  public  domain  under  the 
pre-emption  and  homestead  laws — the  greater  number  under  the  former. 
When  they  settled  upon  these  lands  does  not  appear;  but  the  dates  of  filing 
their  applications  for  entries  are  given. 

''The  earliest  date  of  filing  is  1862,  and  the  latest  in  November,  1868.  In 
a  portion  of  the  cases  patents  have  been  issued.  As  to  the  lands  taken 
under  the  pre-emption  laws,  the  settlers  have  paid  the  United  States  $1.25 
per  acre,  in  a  few  cases  $2.50;  for  those  taken  under  the  homestead  laws, 
they  have  paid  the  fees  and  commissions  only,  varying  from  $7  to  $18  a 
tract,  according  to  the  number  of  acres  entered.  Supposing  all  had  been 
taken  up  under  the  pre-emption  laws  at  $1.25  per  acre,  the  United  States 
would  have  received  for  these  lands  $49,440,  a  little  in  excess  of  one-tenth 
the  sum  demanded  by  this  bill,  as  indemnity  for  failure  of  title." 

And  the  re{x)rt  concludes  as  follows: 

**Not withstanding  the  opening  of  the  land  office  in  1868  by  direction  of 
the  Secretary,  to  the  entry  of  these  lands  as  government  lands,  it  seems  to 
the  committee  that  the  settlers  were  put  upon  their  guard,  not  only  by  the 
decision  in  the  Walcott  case,  but  by  the  injunctions  gr&nted  by  the  Circuit 
Court,  that  there  was  a  question  as  to  their  right  to  enter  the  lands.  They 
chose  to  take  the  risk,  and  the  ultimate  decision  proves  they  acquired  no 
title.  From  the  very  start  there  was  a  cloud  of  doubt.  They  cannot,  in 
face  of  these  facts,  be  regarded  as  innocent  purchasers.  The  intrinsic 
value  of  the  lands  at  the  time  when  they  made  their  filings  and  entries  was 
probably  nearly  as  great  as  now,  aside  from  the  improvements.  But  the 
committee  understand  the  fact  to  be  that  the  lands  in  controversy  were  all 
settled  upon  while  the  order  was  in  force  withdrawing  them  from  sale,  al- 
though many  apf)lications  for  entering  at  the  land  office  appear  to  have 
been  made  since. 

**The  conclusion  of  the  committee  is,  that  the  settlers  show  no  valid 
claim  to  relief  by  Congress,  the  general  law  making  ample  provision  for 
a  return  to  them  of  the  purchase  money  paid  to  the  United  States." 

It  was  rather  cold,  not  to  say  heartless,  thus  to  hold  the  set- 
tlers to  an  even  higher  degree  of  intelligence  and  legal  knowl- 
edge than  that  of  Secretary  Browning  and  other  high  govern- 
ment officials,  some  of  them  very  able  lawyers,  who  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  Walcott  decision  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  lands,  after  having  been  held  not  to  have  passed  under  the 
original  grant  of  1840,  were  subject  to  pre-emption.  Neither 
the  Navigation  Company  nor  its  grantees  have  ever  questioned 
the  justice  of  the  claim  of  many  of  the  settlers  to  indemnity. 
Their  contention  has  been  that  the  Government  should  noi;  -  t 
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indemnify  them  by  confiscation  and  donation  for  that  purpose 
of  lands  of  which  they  themselves  claimed  to  be  the  owners. 

After  the  veto  by  President  Cleveland  of  the  bill  passed  by 
the  Fiftieth  Congress  and  referred  to  in  the  last  preceding 
paper,  to  quiet  the  title  of  the  settlers,  and  authorizing  suit 
to  be  commenced  by  the  United  States  for  that  purpose,  by  di- 
rection of  United  States  Attorney  General  Miller,  without  the 
authority  intended  to  be  conferred  by  that  act,  a  suit  by  the 
United  States  of  the  character  indicated  was  commenced  in 
the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  Northern  District  of 
Iowa,  entitled  "United  States  of  America  vs.  Des  Moines 
Navigation  &  Railroad  Company,  et  al.,'*  the  other  defendants 
being  Edward  H.  Litchfield,  Edward  H.  Litchfield  as  trustee 
for  Henry  P.  Litchfield,  Grace  D.  Litchfield,  Frances  I.  Turn- 
bull,  Thomas  H.  Stryker,  Grace  Stryker,  Frances  Elizabeth 
Stryker,  Phebe  H.  Stryker,  Harriet  Pierson  Stryker,  Mary  M. 
Martindale,  Woolsey  Welles,  A.K.Welles  and  Wm.  B.  Welles, 
as  trustees  for  Wm.  B.  Welles,  deceased.  The  case  was  tried 
before  Hon.  O.  P.  Shiras,  District  Judge,  at  Fort  Dodge,  the 
Attorney  General  of  Iowa,  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone,  Col.  Whit- 
ing S.  Clark  and  Hon.D.  C.  Chase  appearing  for  the  Govern- 
ment, the  late  Hon.  Benton  J.  Hall  for  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  the  firm  of  Gatch,  Connor  &  W^eaver  for  the 
other  defendants.  The  bill  was  dismissed  and  the  Govern- 
ment appealed. 

To  all  who  are  interested  in  the  general  river  land  contro- 
versy, whatever  pertains  to  this  final  suit,  ending  as  it  did 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  varied,  expensive  and  in 
every  way  harassing  litigation,  it  is  presumed  will  be  of  inter- 
est, and  as  many  have  not  access  to  the  published  reports 
pretty  liberal  quotations  both  from  the  opinion  of  Judge  Shiras 
and  that  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  delivered 
by  Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  will  be  both  interesting  and  instructive 
to  such  as  have  had  only  the  j)opular  impressions  that  have 
generally  prevailed  with  respect  to  this  more  than  ordinarily 
interesting  episode  in  the  history  of  the  State.  The  full  report 
of  the  former  can  be  found  in  43d  Federal  Reports,  page  1,  and 
of  the  latter  in  142  U.  S.  Sup.  Ct.  Reports,  page  510^^^ 
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The  theory  and  purpose  of  the  suit  can  be  best  stated  in  the 

following  extract  from  the  opinion  of  Judge  Shiras,  pp.  6-7: 

"It  may  be  said  that  the  bill  proceeds  upon  two  theories,  the  one  being 
that  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  were  so  granted  for  a  specific  purpose, 
to-wit,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines 
River,  in  the  carrying  out  of  which  the  United  States  had  an  interest;  that 
the  lands  passed  to  the  State  clothed  with  a  trust,  the  State  receiving  them 
in  trust  for  the  purpose  named;  that  all  persons  taking  title  under  such 
grrant  to  the  State  were  charged  with  notice  of  this  trust;  that  there  was  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  of  the  Navigation  Company  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river;  that  the  company 
abandoned  all  purpose  of  doing  the  work  it  had  contracted  to  do,  and  that 
under  these  circumstances  the  settlement  made  between  the  State  and  the 
Navigation  Company,  whereby  it  was  in  effect  agreed  that  the  company 
should  no  longer  be  required  to  prosecute  the  work  on  the  river,  and  yet 
should  receive  the  lands  remaining  unsold,  was  in  violation  of  the  terms 
and  purposes  of  the  trust  under  which  the  grant  had  been  made  to  the 
State,  and  that  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  repudiate  such  agreement, 
and  all  conveyances  based  thereon,  and  recover  back  the  lands  so  wrong- 
fully attempted  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Navigation  Company,  and  through 
it  to  the  other  defendants  hereto.  The  second  theory  of  the  biU  is  that  the  • 
lands  passing  to  the  State  under  the  grant  in  question  could  only  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  the  grant,  and  in  the  quantities 
provided  for  therein;  that  the  contract  of  June  9,  1854,  and  the  supple- 
mentary contracts  based  thereon,  between  the  State  and  the  Navigation 
Company  were  and  are  void  on  their  face  because  they  lacked  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Governor;  that  in  the  settlement  of  1858  the  State  could  not 
bind  or  affect  the  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork,  as  the  State  had  not 
title  or  interest  therein;  that  the  settlement  resolutions  of  1858  are  limited 
only  to  the  land  actually  granted  and  passing  under  the  act  of  August  8, 
1846;  that  the  deeds  or  patents  of  May  3,  1858,  were  without  effect,  as  the 
Governor  of  the  State  had  no  authority  to  execute  the  same;  that  all  of 
the  contracts,  agreements,  deeds  and  settlements  between  the  State  and 
the  Navigation  Company  made  prior  to  the  year  1861  were  wholly  void 
and  nugatory  so  far  as  the  lands  north  of  the  Raccoon  Fork  are  concerned; 
that  the  subsequent  grant  in  18H2  was  made  subject  to  the  purposes  and 
limitations  contained  in  the  original  act  of  184G;  and  that  the  principle  of 
the  inuring  of  a  subsequently  acquired  title  to  the  benefit  of  a  prior 
grantee  cannot  apply." 

As  further  showing  the  obscurity  and  consequent  conflict- 
ing opinions  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  grant  to  which 
reference  has  before  been  made,  the  following  from  Judge 
Shiras*  opinion  will  be  of  interest,  pp.  4-5 : 

"The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OflBce,  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Attorney  General,  had 

«t  different  times  held  different  views  as  to  the  extent  of  the  grant  madjfe  b>\,<^^T^ 
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the  act  of  1846;  and,  when  the  Tiew  prevailed  that  the  grant  terminated  at 
the  Raccoon  Fork,  the  ofQoers  of  the  Land  Department  had  opened  the 
lands  abore  the  fork  to  pre-emption  entry,  and  many  persons  had  entered  in- 
to actaal  occupancy  of  the  lands,  had  im  proved  the  same,  had  paid  the  requi- 
site price  in  cash,  or  by  location  of  military  bounty  warrants  had  obtained 
the  usual  certificates  as  evidence  of  their  supposed  rights,  and  had  in  many 
instances  procured  patents  from  the  United  States." 

Touching  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  provide  in- 
demnity for  the  settlers,  it  is  said  in  the  opinion,  p.  10: 

"With  this  announcement  of  the  conclusion  reached,  the  duty  of  thecourt 
in  this  cause  is  fulfilled,  and  it  may  be  wholly  out  of  place  to  make  any 
BQggestions  in  the  premises;  and  yet  in  view  of  the  facts  known  to  the 
court,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  the  institution  of  this  proceeding 
the  United  States  has  evinced  a  disposition  to  try  to  remedy  the  injustice 
and  wrong  that  has  been  caused  to  the  settlers  in  actual  occupancy  of  these 
lands,  resulting  from  the  mistaken  actions  and  judgments  of  the  officials 
of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  refrain,  in  concluding  this  opinion,  from 
urging  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  claim  of  these  settlers 
for  some  relief.  The  question  is  not  as  to  the  legal  title  to  these  lands  as 
between  the  Navigation  Company  and  its  grantees  and  the  settlers,  but  as 
to  the  duty  and  obligations  resting  upon  the  United  States  to  remedy  the 
wrong  done  to  its  grantees,  and  resulting  from  the  acts  of  its  own  officials.^ 

And  further,  pp.  11-12: 

"But  one  course  can  be  pursued  that  will  meet  the  present  exigen- 
cy, and  that  is  for  the  United  States  to  purchase  the  lands  in  question  from 
the  defendants,  and  having  thus  acquired  the  title  thereto,  Congress  can 
deal  with  the  settlers  upon  equitable  principles.  It  is  not  within  the  power 
of  the  courts,  by  any  possible  construction  of  the  existing  acts,  to  meet 
the  difficulties  of  the  situation.  Taking  into  account  the  equities  and 
claims  on  behalf  of  the  State,  the  Navigation  Companies  and  their  grant- 
ees, Congress  in  1861  and  1862,  to  meet  the  same,  extended  the  grant  of 
1846  from  the  Raccoon  Fork  to  the  north  boundary  of  the  State,  but  in  so 
doing  failed  to  protect  the  settlers  then  actually  occupying  portions 
of  the  lands  thus  granted.  Should  the  court,  in  the  eflfort  to  pro- 
tect the  settlers,  now  hold  them  entitled  to  their  homes,  a  man- 
ifest wrong  Would  be  done  to  the  grantees  of  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany, who  for  many  years  have  paid  the  taxes  on  these  lauds,  and  have 
sold  and  conveyed  the  same,  in  many  instances,  to  parties  paying  full  value 
therefor.  If  the  courts,  disregarding  the  many  decisions  heretofore  made, 
should  find  some  ground  for  holding  that  the  United  States  might,  at  this 
late  day,  make  a  decree  adjudging  the  title  to  be  in  the  Government  for 
the  benefit  of  the  settler,  Paul  might  be  thereby  paid,  but  Peter  would  be 
robbed." 

The  ability  and  evident  impartiality  of  the  opinion  were 
such  as  to  command  for  it  the  respect  of  both   parties,  and 
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there  probably  would  not  have  been  an  appeal  but  for  the 
general  desire  participated  in  by  the  settlers  and  their  friends 
that  the  controversy  might  be  more  certainly  ended  by  the 
authoritative  decision  of  the  court  of  highest  and  final  resort, 
and  the  way  thus  opened  for  greater  assurance  of  indemnity. 
The  case  was  tried  in  both  courts  as  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany on  demurrer  to  the  bill,  and  as  to  the  other  defendants 
on  their  merits,  their  answer  denying  all  allegations  of  fraud 
and  want  of  consideration  in  the  purchase  from  the  State, 
and  alleging  full  payment  of  the  contract  price  in  money  and 
labor  expended  on  the  improvement.  In  the  Supreme  Court 
it  was  argued,  in  print,  for  the  Government,  by  United  States 
Attorney  General  Miller,  Attorney  General  Stone  and  Hon. 
D.  C.  Chase;  for  the  Navigation  Company  by  Mr.  Hall  and 
Mr.  Frank  T.  Brown;  and  for  the  other  defendants  by  the 
writer  and  Mr.  Wm.  Connor,  and  orally,  by  Messrs.  Miller, 
Stone,  Hall  and  the  writer.  The  prior  adjudications  in  that 
court  are  summed  up  as  follows  in  the  first  head  note  to  the 
opinion,  p.  510: 

"The  title  of  the  Des  Moines  Nayigation  and  Railroad  Company  to  lands 
Ranted  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  Navigation  of  the  Des  Moines  river  by  the  act  of  August 
S,  1846,  9  Stat.  77,  c,  103,  and  to  the  State  of  Iowa  for  a  lilce  purpose  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  March  2, 1861, 12  Stat.  251,  and  by  the  act  of  July 
12, 1862, 12  Stat.  543,  c.  161,  having  been  sustained  by  this  court  in  eight 
litigations  between  private  parties,  to-wit:  In  Dubuque  &  Pacific  Rail- 
road vs.  Litchfield,  23  How.  66;  Wolcott  vs.  Des  Moines  Company,  5  WalL 
681;  Williams  vs.  Baker,  17  Wall.  144;  Homestead  Company  vs.  Valley 
Railroad,  17  WaU.  153;  Wolsey  vs.  Chapman,  101  U.  S.  755;  Litchfield  vs. 
Webster  County,  101  U.  S.  773;  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  Railroad  Com- 
pany vs.  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  Company,  109  U.  S.  329,  and  BuUard 
vs.  Des  Moines  &  Ft.  Dodge  Railway,  122  U.S.  167,  is  now  held  to  be  good 
against  the  United  States,  as  a  grant  in  preaenti,^* 

And  after,  in  the  body  of  the  opinion,  reviewing  the  adjudi- 
cations referred  to,  it  is  said,  p.  536: 

**Suoh  have  been  the  decisions  of  the  court  in  respect  to  this  grant  and 
titles,  decisions  running  through  twenty -five  years,  all  affirming  the  same 
thing,  and  all  without  dissent.  It  would  seem,  if  the  decisions  of  this  court 
amount  to  anything,  that  the  title  of  the  Navigation  Company  to  these 
lands  was  impregnable.  Indeed,  the  emphatic  language  more  than  once 
used,  as  quoted  above,  appears  like  a  protest  against  any  further  assault  t 
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Referring  to  the  good  faith  of  the  transaction  between  the 
State  and  the  Navigation  Company,  it  is  said,  pp.  543-4: 

'*If  we  examine  the  testimony  there  is  nothing  in  it  worthy  of  mention 
tending  to  impeach  the  bona  fides  of  the  transaction  between  the  8tat«  and 
the  Navigation  Company.  Only  one  witness  was  offered  by  the  plaintiff 
to  prove  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  Navigation  Company,  and  the 
influences  by  which  the  action  of  the  Legislature  was  induced,  and  his 
testimony  carries  on  its  face  abundant  evidences  of  its  own  unworthiness. 
In  the  face  of  the  deliberate  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  and  execative 
officers  of  the  State,  in  respect  to  a  matter  of  public  interest,  open  to  in- 
spection and  of  common  knowledge,  something  more  than  the  extrava- 
gant and  improbable  statements  of  one  witness,  made  thirty  years  after 
the  event,  is  necessary  to  overthrow  the  settlement.*' 

And  further,  p.  545: 

*'But  if  no  lack  of  good  faith  can  be  imputed  to  the  State,  the  party 
mailing  the  offer  of  settlement,  does  it  not  follow  necessarily  that  none 
can  be  imputed  to  the  Navigation  Company,  the  party  accepting  the  offer; 
for  how  can  fraud  be  imputed  to  one  who  simply  accepts  terms  of  settle- 
ment voluntarily  offered  by  another?  And  if  this  settlement  was  made  in 
good  faith  and  without  fraud,  is  it  not  clear  that  the  Navigation  Company 
taking  the  lands  which  the  State  offered  in  payment  for  the  work  which  it 
had  done,  took  those  lands  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and.  therefore,  comes 
within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  resolution  of  1861?  And  here  the  signi- 
ficance of  the  resolution  is  evident.  It  was  passed  by  Congress  after  the 
settlement,  proposed  by  the  Iowa  Legislature  in  1858,  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Navigation  Company,  and  deeds  had  passed  in  accordance  there- 
with. Its  passage  imports  full  knowledge  of  antecedent  facts  upon  which 
it  is  based." 

Uix>n  the  question  as  to  whether  the  State  was  imposed 

upon  or  any  advantage  was  taken   of  it  by  the  Navigation 

Company  in  the  matter  of  the  consideration  paid  on  the  lands 

and  the  bona  fidc^  of  the  company,  it  is  said,  p.  530: 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  party  doing  work  under  a  contract  with 
the  State,  making  a  settlement  and  receiving  a  conveyance  of  these  lands 
in  payment  for  that  work,  is  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  If  so,  this  cause  of 
action  fails,  and  the  bill  must  be  dismissed." 

And  further,  pp.  542-3: 

**A11  that  the  act  provided  for  was,  that  the  State  should  appropriate  the 
lands  to  the  improvement  of  the  river;  that  it  should  make  no  sales  at  less 
than  $1.25  per  acre;  and  that  its  sales  shonld  not  anticipate  its  expendi- 
tures by  more  than  $30,000.  Now,  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  Bt«te  ap- 
prdpriated  the  lands  to  any  other  purpose,  or  that  the  price  at  which  it 
was  sold,  was  less  than  $1.25  per  acre.  The  contract  between  it  and  the 
Navigation  Company  provided  for  conveyances  only  a£  4he  work  pro- 
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pressed,  and  money  was  expended  by  the  company;  and  the  settlement 
proposed  by  the  Legislature  and  accepted  by  the  company,  and  the  certifi- 
cate made  by  the  Governor  to  the  President,  showed  that  the  Navigation 
Company  had  expended  money  enough  to  justify  the  conveyance  of  all  the 
lands  which  were  in  fact  conveyed.  On  the  face  of  the  transaction,  there- 
fore, the  duties  imposed  by  the  trust  were  exactly  and  properly  performed, 
and  the  title  of  the  Navigation  Company  passed  to  it  in  strict  compliance 
with  the  very  letter  of  the  statute.  But  it  is  earnestly  contended  that  the 
Navigation  Company  was  not  a  bona  fide  purchaser;  that  while  it  claimed 
to  have  expended  $330,000  on  the  improvement,  in  truth  it  had  not  ex- 
pended half  that  amount;  that  by  means  of  its  false  representations,  and 
by  threats  of  bringing  suit  against  the  State  and  obtaining  damages 
against  it,  it  induced  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  resolution  of  1868,  offer- 
ing terms  of  settlement." 

And,  pertinent  to  this  specific  charge  of  bad  faith,  p  545: 

"The  work  done  by  the  Navigation  Company  is  open  to  inspection.  It 
was  done  along  the  line  of  the  principal  river  in  the  State.  It  was  in  fact 
made  a  matter  of  examination  and  report;  and,  while  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  the  Navigation  Company  might  not  have  been  known  to  the 
exact  dollar,  yet,  in  a  general  way,  the  cost  of  what  had  been  done  could 
easily  have  been  ascertained,  and  must  have  been  known." 

And  still  again,  p.  546: 

"If  we  narrow  the  inquiry  to  the  mere  language  of  the  bill,  in  view  of 
all  the  facts  disclosed  therein,  and  of  those  legislative  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings which  are  matters  of  common  knowledge  and  need  not  be  averred,  it 
is  evident  that  the  Government  has  not  made  out  its  case.  And,  if  we 
broaden  the  inquiry  to  all  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  testimony,  it  is  clear 
beyond  doubt  that  the  Navigation  Company  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
within  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  of  1861,  and  intended  as  a  benefi- 
ciary thereunder."    (516). 

This  decision  having  been  accepted  by  all  parties  as  the  end 
of  litigation,  upon  the  facts  as  ascertained  and  reported  by  Mr. 
Berner,  special  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
under  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1893,  of  which  mention 
has  before  been  made,  the  53d  Congress  appropriated  $200,- 
000  with  which  "to  adjust  the  claims  of  the  settlers  on  the 
so  called  Des  Moines  River  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa.'* 

The  following  are  the  material  provisions  as  to  the  manner 
of  its  expenditure: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  required  to  appoint  a  special 
commissioner  to  "investigate,  hear  and  determine  the  claims 
of  all  settlers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  who  being  duly  qualified 
thereunto  have  under  the  homestead,  pre-emption  or  oth^r        , 
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public  land  laws  entered  or  filed  upon  lands  included  in  the 
grant"  made  by  the  original  granting  act  of  August  8,  1846> 
and  by  the  joint  resolution  of  March  2,  1861.  The  commis- 
sioner is  required  to  find  the  reasonable  sums  due  if  anything 
to  the  respective  claimants,  the  measure  of  whose  damages 
shall  be  the  amounts  *'heretofore"  expended  by  them  respect- 
ively **to  purchase  the  paramount  title"  to  the  lands,  or  in  case 
they  have  not  "heretofore"  purchased  such  title,  the  reasonable 
value  of  such  title,  if  they  are  still  in  possession,  or  in  case  of 
eviction,  the  reasonable  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  such 
eviction.     He  is  further  required  to  find  and  determine, 

"First.  The  amount  of  the  just  claims  of  persons,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  holding  patents  or  other  written  evidences  of 
title  from  the  United  States  who  are  now  or  who  have  been 
in  continuous  possession  thereunder. 

"Second.  The  claims  of  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
holding  written  evidences  of  title  from  the  United  States  who 
have  been  evicted  from  said  lands  by  process  of  court  at  the 
suit  of  the  Des  Moines  River  Navigation  Company  or  its  as- 
signs. 

"Third.  The  claims  of  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  whose  chain  of  title  runs  back  to  the 
person  making  the  original  entry  of  said  lands  and  who  have 
heretofore  purchased  the  paramount  title." 

With  the  proviso  that  if  the  amount  appropriated  is  not 
sufficient  to  settle  all  of  the  claims  included  in  "Schedule  E," 
of  the  special  report  of  Special  Agent  Berner,  before  referred 
to,  (said Exhibit  containing  the  "entries  where  the  entry  men 
or  their  grantees  appeared  and  presented  their  claims"  to  said 
special  agent),  "those  remaining  unpaid  shall  be  submitted 
to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  giving  the 
amount  of  each  claim,"  and  payments  made,  and  "shall  not 
include  any  claim  of  any  pre-emptor  or  homesteader  who  had 
actual  notice  of  the  adverse  claim  of  the  Des  Moines  River 
Navigation  Company  at  the  time  of  making  such  pre-emption 
or  homestead  claim,  and  only  paid  the  necessary  fees  to  the 
land  officers,  and  who  made  no  valuable  improvements  on  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


f^yZLAjJc    C^  J^^CcXJLoCuuo 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  DBS  MOINES  BIVEB  LAND  GRANT.  641 

land  so  pre-empted  or  homesteaded."  "All  such  claims" 
(  meaning  such  pre-emption  and  homestead  claims  as  had  jnst 
been  described)  and  all  the  facts  in  regard  thereto  "shall  be  re- 
ported to  Congress;  provided  further,  that  said  claims,  except 
those  hereinbefore  indicated"  (  meaning  the  same  pre-emption 
and  homestead  claims  last  referred  to)  "shall  be  paid  in  the 
order  of  their  approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
no  money  shall  be  paid  thereunder,  in  any  case,  until  the  find- 
ings of  the  Commissioner  in  such  case,  are  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  shall  have  full  authority  to  con- 
trol all  proceedings  authorized  by  this  paragraph." 

I  cannot  better  conclude  these  papers  than  in  the  words  of 
Justice  Brewer  when  he  had  concluded  the  reading  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court — ^'Requiescat  in  pace,^* 


THE  SOUTHERN  BOUNDARY  OF  IOWA. 


BY   FRANK    E.  LANDERS. 


An  lowan  looking  on  the  map  of  his  State  is  always 
pleased  with  its  figure,  and  to  him  it  is  more  than  most  pic- 
tures created  by  the  skill  and  imagination  of  the  artist.  From 
her  position  with  sister  States,  and  her  great  resources,  she 
has  been  rightfully  termed  the  "Central  Kingdom."  Her 
limits  to  the  north,  an  overland  straight  line,  and  the  rivers  on 
her  eastern  and  western  borders,  winding  their  way  southward, 
form  a  pleasing  outline ;  but  on  the  south  some  mistake  seems 
to  have  been  made.  The  line  is  broken  about  two-thirds  of 
the  way  to  the  westward,  the  eastern  part  running  from  there 
north  of  east,  cutting  diagonally  the  townships  and  sections  of 
the  Government  land  surveys.  The  question  is  often  asked — 
"Why  the  land  survey  lines  and  the  boundary  are  not  parallel 
throughout  the  entire  line?" 

It  is  the  object  of  this  article  to  present  in  as  simple  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  the  principal  data  that  can  be  gathered  from 
the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  General  Assemblies  of  Iowa  and 
Missouri,  treaties  with  the  Indians,  reports  of  the  Supreme 
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Court  of  the  United  States,  together  with  other  reports  and 
papers  relating  to  the  southern  boundary. 

The  real  cause  of  the  line  not  conforming  to  the  land  sur- 
veys is,  that  the  former  is  a  perpetuation  of  an  old  Indian 
boundary,  while  the  latter  is  made  from  a  series  of  parallels  of 
latitude.  In  order  to  locate  the  Indian  boundary,  and  define 
its  bearing  on  the  final  establishment  of  the  boundary  line 
between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  it  is  necessary  to  trace  its  history 
through  many  acts  of  Congress  and  Indian  treaties  to  the 
final  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  10th  day  of  November,  1808,  a  treaty  was  concluded 
at  Fort  Clark,  on  the  Missouri  River,  between  Peter  Chou- 
teau, agent  of  the  Osages,  commissioned  by  Meriwether 
Lewis,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
Great  and  Little  Osage.  The  Indians  agreed  and  covenanted 
with  the  United  States  that  the  boundary  line  between  the 
two  nations  and  the  United  States  should  be  as  follows: 

"Beginning  at  Fort  Clark,  on  the  Missouri  five  miles  above  Fire  Prairie, 
and  running  thence  a  due  south  course  to  the  Arkansas,  and  down  the  same 
to  the  Mississippi;  thereby  ceding  and  relinquishing  forever  to  the  United 
States,  all  the  lands  which  lie  east  of  the  said  line,  and  north  of  the  south- 
westerly bank  of  the  Arkansas,  and  all  lands  situated  northwardly  of  the 
Missouri,  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  by  the  contracting  parties,  that  the 
boundary  line  thereby  established,  should  be  run  and  marked  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  circumstances  and  their  convenience 
would  permit." 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Osage  Nation  should  send 
two  Indians  to  accompany  the  surveyors,  the  better  to  desig- 
nate the  bounds  of  the  country  they  stipulated  to  cede.  The 
treaty  was  ratified  by  the  United  States  April  28,  1810.  A 
renewal  of  the  treaty  was  made  in  1815. 

July  23,  1816,  John  C.  Sullivan  was  appointed  principal 
deputy  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States  and  sent 
with  instructions  to  run  the  Osage  boundary  line  north  of  the 
Missouri  River.  He  commenced  the  survey  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Missouri  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  River  and 
ran  a  due  north  course  one  hundred  miles  and  established  a 
corner.  From  that  corner  he  ran  eastwardly  to  the  Des  Moines 
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Kiver,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  The 
line  was  marked  as  well  as  could  be  done  with  the  limited 
means  at  hand,  by  wooden  stakes  and  blazes  on  the  trees  of 
the  forests.  Sullivan  completed  the  survey  September  30, 
1816,  at  the  Des  Moines  River. 

Missouri  was  admitted  as  a  State  August  10,  1821,  from  a 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  which  had  formerly  been 
established  from  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.  The 
boundaries  of  the  new  State,  as  given  in  its  constitution,  pro- 
vided that  its  south  line  should  run  west 

"to  a  point  where  the  said  parallel  is  intersected  by  a  meridian  line  pass- 
ing through  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  River  where  the  same 
empties  into  the  Missouri  River,  thence  from  the  point  aforesaid  north, 
along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  intersection  of  the  parallel  of  latitude 
which  passes  through  the  rapids  of  the  River  Des  Moines,  making  the  said 
line  to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary  line;  thence  east  from  this 
point  of  intersection  last  aforesaid,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  to 
the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  said  River  Des  Moines, 
*       *       */» 

The  western  boundary  of  the  State  was  made  contingent 
on  the  old  Osage  Indian  boundary  line  which  had  been  run 
in  1816;  the  northern  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  "rapids  of  the  River  of  Des  Moines,"  which 
two  points  were  indicated  as  lying  in  the  same  parallel  of 
latitude.  The  exact  location  of  the  northern  line  was  not 
called  in  question  for  many  years  after  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, the  territory  beyond  being  under  the  control  of  the 
Indian  tribes  and  without  any  form  of  civil  government  ex- 
cept their  own. 

August  4,  1824,  a  treaty  was  concluded  at  Washington 
between  William  Clark,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nations  of 
Indians.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  the  said  In- 
dians ceded  to  the  United  States  all  claims  which  they  had 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  the  limits  of  which  were  described 
in  part  as 

**a  line  running  from  the  Missouri  at  the  entrance  of  the  Kansas  River, 
north  one  hundred  miles  to  the  north  west  corner  of  Missouri  and  from 
th|nce  east  to  the  Mississippi;  reserving  for  the  use  of  the  half-breeds ^be-        , 
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longing  to  the  Bock  and  Fox  nations,  the  tract  between  the  Dee  Moines 
and  Mississippi,  and  the  section  of  above  line  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Des  Moines.'' 

The  Sac  and  Fox  Nations  had  claimed  ownership  of  the 
land  in  Missouri  north  of  the  Missouri  River  and  west  of  the 
boundary  line  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  November  3,  1804,  run- 
ning from  the  Missouri  ^'opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Gasconade 
in  a  direct  course  so  as  to  strike  the  River  Jeffreon,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth,"  the  same  being  a  part  of 
the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Osages  in  1808. 
The  United  States  in  this  last  treaty  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Nations,  defined  the  northern  boundary  diflferently  from  that 
given  in  the  constitution  of  the  State,  by  not  designating  any 
fixed  point  of  intersection  with  the  Des  Moines  River. 

The  boundaries  of  Michigan  Territory  were  by  act  of  Con- 
gress of  June  23,  1834,  extended  westward  to  the  Missouri 
River  and  southwest  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  southern 
boundary  of  the  annexed  portion  of  the  territory  as  defined 
in  the  act  was,  "on  the  south  by  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  a 
line  drawn  due  west  from  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  to  the  Missouri  River."  July  3,  1836,  Wisconsin 
Territory  was  established  from  the  western  part  of  Michigan 
Territory.  Its  boundary  on  Missouri  and  westward  was  de- 
fined  similar  to  that  of  Michigan  Territory. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1836,  Congress  passed  an  act  which 

provided 

**That  when  the  Indian  title  to  aU  the  lands  lying  between  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  the  Missouri  River  should  be  extinguished,  the  jurisdiction 
of  said  lands  should  be  ceded  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  western 
boundary  of  said  State  should  extend  to  the  Missouri  River." 

The  State  of  Missouri  assented  to  the  act  of  Congress  De- 
cember 16,  1836,  and  the  territory  was  annexed  by  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  March  28,  1837,  the'Indians  having  by 
several  treaties  previously  ceded  the  lands  in  question  to  the 
United  States. 

The  State  of  Missouri,  after  the  extension  of  its  limits,  took 
immediate  steps  to  locate  the  northern  boundary  of  both  the 
original  State  and  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and  by  an  act 
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of  the  General  Assembly  approved  December  21,  1836,  au- 
thorized the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  nominate  and  appoint  **three  commissioners  to 
ascertain,  survey  and  establish  the  north  boundary  of  the 
State,  and  ascertain  the  point  of  commencement  and  termina- 
tion thereof,"  as  the  same  was  "fixed  and  described  by  the 
constitution  of  the  State  and  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  1820,  and  the  act  of  Congress  approved  the 
seventh  of  June,  1836."  The  commissioners  were  to  de- 
termine the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  eastern  point  of  ter- 
mination "in  the  rapids  of  the  River  Des  Moines  and  thence 
passing  west  on  that  parallel  of  latitude,  to  where  the  same 
strikes  the  Missouri  River."  The  Governor  was  also  "author- 
ized to  open  communication  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin," 
and  to  request  the  appointment  of  like  commissioners.  The 
act  further  provided  that  in  case  the  United  States  and  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  did  not  appoint  commissioners  "with- 
in the  space  of  six  months"  the  commissioners  of  Missouri 
were  to  be  directed  to  proceed  with  the  survey.  Both  the 
United  States  and  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  failing  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  within  the  prescribed  six  months,  Joseph 
C.  Brown  was  appointed  by  the  State  of  Missouri  to  survey 
the  boundary.  He  commenced  work  in  July,  1837.  After 
traversing  the  Des  Moines  River  for  several  miles  to  ascertain 
the  principal  rapids  he  selected  as  the  "eastern  point  of  ter- 
minal" a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Des  Moines  River 
at  the  "Big  Bend,"  being  some  ten  miles  north  of  the  Sulli- 
van line  of  1816,  and  from  that  point  ran  a  due  west  course 
to  the  Missouri  River.  On  the  11th  of  February,  1839,  the 
General  Assembly  passed  an  act  declaring  the  line  run  and 
marked  by  Brown  to  be  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
State. 

The  State  of  Iowa  was  admitted  by  act  of  Congress  of 
December  28, 1846.  The  State  constitution  had  been  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  the  people  August  3,  and  on  the  day  following, 
Congress  passed  an  act  repealing  former  acts,  and  defining 
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the  boundaries  of  the  State  the  same  as  they  were  in  the  con- 
stitution, as  follows:  * 

^^Beginuing  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missiseippi  River, 
at  a  point  due  east  of  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Des  Moines  River;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said 
Des  Moines  River,  to  a  point  on  said  river  where  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri— as  established  by  the  constitution  of  that 
State,  adopted  June  12, 1820 — crosses  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of 
the  said  Des  Moines  River;  thence  westerly  along  the  said  northern  bound- 
ary line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  established  at  the  time  aforesaid,  until 
an  extension  of  said  line  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Missouri  River,    *    *." 

The  act  of  Congress  of  July  3,  1838,  establishing  Iowa 
Territory,  made  no  mention  of  the  southern  boundary.  The 
first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  convened  November  30, 
1846,  nearly  a  month  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
admission.  One  of  its  first  acts — December  7 — was  a  pass- 
age of  a  resolution  by  the  Senate  requesting  Governor  Briggs 
to  furnish  that  body  with  such  information  as  might  be  in  his 
possession  relative  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 
Three  days  afterward  the  Governor,  in  response  to  the  reso- 
lution, sent  a  communication  to  the  Senate,  accompanied  by 
one  from  Governor  Clarke,  of  Missouri,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended the  enactment  of  a  law  "by  which  an  agreed  case 
might  be  made  with  the  State  of  Missouri  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  whole  matter  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,"  and  urged  its  speedy  enactment,  particularly  on  the 
ground  of  its  importance  and  that  the  establishment  of  the 
line  would  depend  to  a  great  extent  on  the  testimony  of  indi- 
viduals who  might  die  or  not  be  found  when  wanted.  On  the 
16th  of  January  following  the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act 
— Chap.  3,  1.  G.  A. — by  which  the  Governor  was  ''authorized 
and  empowered  to  agree  with  the  State  of  Missouri  for  the 
commencement  and  speedy  termination  of  such  suit  as  might 
be  necessary  to  procure  a  final  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  upon  a  true  location  of  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  State,"  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri 
having  passed  an  almost  identical  act  March  25,  1845.  The 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  toward  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Digitized  by  GoOgle 
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In  February ,1847,  Governor  Briggs  appointed  Hon.  Charles 
Mason,  of  Burlington,  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
who  met  with  the  counsel  of  the  State  of  Missouri  at  St.  Louis 
in  June,  when  an  agreement  was  made  to  institute  a  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  State  of  Missouri 
filed  the  original  bill  December  10,  and  the  State  of  Iowa  filed 
a  cross  bill.  The  case  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gamble  and  Mr. 
Green  for  Missouri,  and  by  Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr.  Mason  for 
Iowa.  The  counsel  for  the  State  of  Missouri  claimed  "that 
the  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through  the  Rapids  of  the  River 
Des  Moines  at  the  big  bend  in  latitude  40°,  44',  06"  north 
would  precisely  and  accurately  satisfy  the  descriptive  call  of 
the  constitution  and  was  the  true  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  as  established  by  her  constitution."  The  counsel 
for  the  State  of  Iowa  claimed  that  the  lower  rapids  of  the 
Mississippi,  a  few  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines, 
were  the  only  ones  that  in  1820  bore -the  name  used  in  the 
constitution  of  Missouri  as  "the  rapids  of  the  River  Des 
Moines/'  and  that  the  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through  the 
center  of  these  was  the  true  northern  boundary  of  Missouri. 

The  Supreme  Court  at  its  December  term,  1848,  decided 
that  neither  of  the  parallels  claimed  as  the  boundary  was  the 
true  one,  and  so  rejected  the  claims  of  both  States  and  entered 
a  decree  that  the  proper  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  and 
the  true  southern  boundary  of  Iowa  was  the  line  run  and 
marked  in  1816  by  John  C.  Sullivan  as  the  Indian  boundary 
from  the  northwest  corner  made  by  Sullivan  extending  east- 
wardly  as  he  ran  and  marked  the  said  line  to  the  middle  of  the 
Des  Moines  River,  and  that  a  due  west  line  from  said  northwest 
corner  to  the  middle  of  the  Missouri  River  was  the  proper  di- 
viding line  between  said  States  west  of  the  aforesaid  corner; 
and  that  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa  were  bound  to  con- 
form their  jurisdictions  up  to  said  line  on  their  resp3ctive  sides 
thereof,  from  the  River  Des  Moines  to  the  River  Missouri. 
The  State  of  Missouri  was  perpetually  enjoined  and  restrained 
from  exercising  jurisdiction-north,  and  the  State  of  Iowa  south 
•of  said  dividing  boundary.     The  court  appointed  Joseph  C. 
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Brown  of  Missouri  and  Henry  B.  Hendershott  of  Iowa,  com- 
missioners to  find  and  mark  the  line  run  by  Sullivan  in  1816, 
from  the  old  northwest  corner  to  the  Des  Moines  River,  and  to 
run  a  new  line  from  said  corner  west  to  the  Missouri  River. 

The  commissioners  met  by  agreement  April  28, 1850,  at  the 
supposed  site  of  Sullivan's  northwest  corner,  the  point  where 
they  were  to  commence  their  survey.  No  precise  trace  of  the 
'*old  North  West  Corner''  remained,  ''yet  from  the  running  of 
many  experimental  lines,  diligently  examining  the  evidences 
before  them,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  surveyors,  they 
became  satisfied  of  its  proper  position,  and  accordingly  estab- 
lished it,"  in  what  was  supposed  by  them  to  be  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  35,  Township  (>7,  Range  23,  latitude  40^, 
34',  40.3'  north;  longitude  94%  30'  west. 

The  following  diagram  shows  the  supposed  situation  of 
the  comer: 
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At  the  northwest  corner  they  planted  a  solid  cast-iron  pillar 
weighing  nearly  1,600  pounds,  four  feet,  six  inches  long,  and 
twelve  inches  square  at  its  base,  and  eight  inches  at  the  top. 
The  word  ''Missouri"  was  cast  in  its  south  side  and  "Iowa"  in 
its  north  side,  with  ''State  Line"  on  the  east.  From  this 
monument  a  line  was  run  due  west  to  the  Missouri  River, 
where  a  monument  was  planted  similar  to  the  one  at  the  north- 
west corner.  Another  line  was  run  from  the  same  point  of 
beginning  eastwardly  at  a  variation  of  from  8°,  45'  to  10"^  east 
along  the  Sullivan  line  to  the  Des  Moines  River,  where  another 
monument  was  planted.     Iron  pillars  were  set  every  tenth 
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mile  on  both  lines.  Besides  the  iron  pillars,  wooden  posts- 
were  set  every  mile  between,  on  the  east  line  for  the  reason 
that  the  "public  surveys  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
were  to  be  governed  and  closed  on  said  line  as  run  by  the 
commissioners,  and  therefore  the  private  titles  would  be 
established  on  both  sides,  the  state  line  being  the  dividing 
boundary  of  such  private  rights.'' 

At  the  December,  1850,  term  of  the  court,  the  commis- 
sioners made  their  report,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1851, 
a  final  decree  was  entered  establishing  the  line  as  surveyed  and 
marked,  being  a  distance  of  60  miles  and  61  links  due  west 
from  the  northwest  comer  as  established  by  them,  through  the 
iron  pillars  to  the  Missouri  River,  and  eastwardly  through  the 
iron  pillars  and  wooden  posts  to  the  Des  Moines  River,  a  dis- 
tance of  150  miles,  51  chains  and  80  links. 

In  running  the  east  line,  deviations  frequently  occurred  of 
from  one  to  three  degrees,  so  that  a  corrected  line  would  bear 
about  two  degrees  north  of  east  from  the  "old  north  wesf 
corner,  to  its  terminal  point  at  the  Des  Moines  River. 

The  conclusion  of  the  labors  of  the  commission,  and  final 
decree  of  the  Supreme  Court,  settled  a  dispute  that  had  been 
fraught  with  many  scenes  of  border  strife,  and  which  was  sure 
to  continue,  the  State  of  Missouri  being  slave  and  the  new 
State  of  Iowa  free  territory,  and  Missouri  claiming  according 
to  her  survey  of  1837  jurisdiction  over  a  strip  of  country  of 
from  ten  to  thirteen  miles  in  width  north  of  the  settled  boun- 
dary, the  rights  of  which  the  free  settlers  of  Iowa  were  ever 
ready  to  contest. 

The  total  net  expenses  of  the  survey  was  $11,029.53,  of 
which  $3,514.76^  was  taxed  to  Iowa,  $2,000.00  having  been 
previously  paid  from  money  borrowed  by  the  Governor  from 
the  school  fund  on  his  own  note  and  bond. 

The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  Iowa  and  Missouri  were 
made  from  the  5th  Principal  Meridian  and  from  the  Base  Line 
running  through  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  River,  Arkan- 
sas. Parallels  or  township  lines,  were  run  east  and  west  six 
miles  apart,  and  the  townships,  or  strips  of  country  between,, 

8 5  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


650 


ANNALS  OP  IOWA. 


-were  numbered  from  the  base  line  north .  The  southern  bound- 
ary line  of  Iowa  between  the  Des  Moines  and  Missouri  Rivers, 
lies  in  Township  67  north,  running  from  the  old  northwest 
corner,  due  west  to  the  Missouri,  and  from  said  comer  about 
two  degrees  north  of  east  to  the  Des  Moines  River,  so  that  a 
■distance  north  has  been  gained  at  the  eastern  terminal  of 
about  three  miles.  The  township  lines  were  run  without  regard 
to  the  Missouri  and  Iowa  boundary.  The  subdivisions  of 
Township  67  were  made  by  running  from  the  north  and  east 
lines  south  and  west,  closing  on  the  south  on  the  Sullivan 
line  of  1816  and  the  Commissioners'  boundary  line  of  1850, 
terminating  in  fractional  sections  and  other  fractional  subdi- 
visions. 

The  following  diagram  shows  a  section  of  the  land  surveys 
on  the  south  line  of  Iowa,  at  the  *^01d  North  West  Corner": 
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The  '*NoTth  West  Corner"  was  designated  in  the  boundary 
survey  as  being  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-five. 
The  lines  of  the  land  surveys  bore  about  one-half  mile  further 
west  and  south  than  was  apparently  expected  by  the  bound- 
ary commission,  so  that  the  corner  is  now  shown  to  be  in  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-five,  Township  sixty- 
seven,  Range  thirty-three. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  I  have  merely  attempted  to  trace  the 
official  history  of  the  commencement,  progress  and  termina- 
tion of  the  **matter  of  difference"  between  Iowa  and  Missouri 
upon  the  question  of  boundary  between  them,  and  to  account 
for  its  variation  from  the  straight  line  one  would  reasonably 
expect  to  see  in  a  region  mapped  by  Government  surveyors. 
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How  the  question  led  to  a  political  imbroglio,  which  at  one 
time  threatened  to  result  in  open  war  between  these  States,  I 
have  not  attempted  to  explain.  This  question  of  hostilities 
I  leave  to  other  pens. 

Webster  City,  Iowa,  Nov.  15,  1894. 


THE  BORDER   WAR   BETWEEN   IOWA  AND  MIS- 
SOURI,  ON  THE  BOUNDARY  QUESTION. 


BY    HON.    ALFRED    HEBARD. 


In  our  Territorial  days  there  was  little  that  marked  any  of 
the  three  administrations  of  the  three  Governors  appointed  to 
rule  over  us,  except  the  Indian  treaty  negotiated  by  Governor 
Chambers*  and  the  threatened  Missouri  border  war,  a  sensa- 
tional incident  that  occurred  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Lucas.  Of  the  latter,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  specific 
record  now  existing.  As  I  understand  it,  the  boundary  be- 
tween Iowa  and  Missouri  was  described  as  a  line  running  due 
west  from  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  to  the  Missouri  River.  But 
the  Des  Moines  Rapids  in  the  Mississippi  were  twelve  miles 
long,  extending  from  Keokuk  to  Montrose,  and  a  line  drawn 
from  any  point  in  them  due  west  would  fulfill  the  conditions. 
No  matter  Uow  it  happened,  there  was  a  serious  disagreement 
about  the  boundary,  and  as  counties  were  organized  on  the 
opposite  sides,  there  would  inevitably  grow  up  a  conflict  of 
authority.  Iowa  settlers  tried,  of  course,  to  shove  the  line 
south.  The  Missourians  tried  to  crowd  it  north.  Sheriffs 
were  chasing  criminals  back  and  forth,  and  sometimes  were 
themselves  arrested  when  serving  civil  processes,  because  they 
were  beyond  some  supposed  boundary.  A  state  of  confusion 
of  course  followed  such  a  condition.  The  population  along 
this  disputed  line  was  very  sparse,  scattered  from  grove  to 
grove,  most  of  whom  on  the  Missouri  side  had  drifted  up  from 


♦See  page  397  Annals  of  Iowa,  July,  1894. 
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below  and  had  not  yet  advanced  far  enough  in  civilization  to 
entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  "squatter  sovereigns."  Nomadic 
in  character,  living  mostly  by  hunting,  like  their  Indian  con- 
freres who  still  lingered  among  them,  fit  antecedents  of  those 
who  in  later  days  became  bushwhackers  and  "border  ruffians." 
On  the  other  hand  I  cannot  at  this  day  entertain  a  very  high 
opinion  of  those  Iowa  people  who  sought  homes  in  a  locality 
where  the  moral  element  at  the  time  had  few  attractions  for 
well  disposed  people.  These  rude  ramblers  were  unimportant 
in  themselves,  but,  as  it  often  happens,  .they  were  smart 
enough  to  make  trouble,  while  to  do  good  they  had  neither 
purpose  nor  understanding.  As  a  consequence,  loud  were  the 
reports  of  the  border  troubles  in  the  southwest.  Those  naughty 
Missourians  were  invading  Iowa  soil  and  defeating  the  ends 
of  justice.  These  reports  undoubtedly  gained  too  willing  an 
ear  on  the  part  of  our  worthy  Governor  and  his  advisers. 
Prompt  action  by  force,  in  support  of  law  and  order,  was  at 
once  resolved  upon.  Then,  as  now,  there  were  men  ready  to 
identify  themselves  with  any  unusual  event  that  would  give 
notoriety  if  not  renown. 

Governor  Lucas  was  reported  to  have  had  a  successful  ex- 
perience in  a  similar  border  trouble  between  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, known  historically  as  the  "Wolverine  war."  This  may 
have  affected  his  present  action.  I  do  not  impugn  his  motives. 
A  show  of  prompt  action  is  sometimes  effectual  without  any- 
thing further.  The  rank  and  file  among  us  knew  only  the  let- 
ter of  our  orders.  Any  latent  purpose  on  the  part  of  those 
in  authority  was  a  sealed  book  to  us.  Ours  was  to  obey,  not 
to  suggest  or  advise.  But  more  than  a  few  of  us,  in  our  ig- 
norance, perhaps,  believed  the  order  for  military  service  in 
severe  winter  weather  to  be  without  adequate  cause. 

I  give  my  own  experience  in  this  border  war  army,  because 
it  will  tell  the  story  better  than  any  attempt  at  a  general  state- 
ment.  In  the  month  of  February,  of  the  year  1840  (I  think), 
I  found,  on  reaching  my  cabin  on  Saturday,  an  unexpected 
document,  nothing  less  than  a  commission  from  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief, appointing  me  captain  of  a  military^  company  to 
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be  raised  within  a  certain  defined  beat,  also  naming  Warren  * 
Dee  and  Thomas  R.  Davis,  as  my  lieutenants,  with  orders  to 
organize  and  report  for  duty.  Recovering  from  a  momentary 
amazement,  I  rode  over  to  see  and  consult  with  my  lieutenants. 
No  matter  what  we  thought,  we  agreed  at  once  to  drum  up 
our  beat.  Couriers  were  dispatched  to  sound  the  tocsin  in  the 
remotest  corners,  proclaim  the  imminence  of  war,  and  call 
upon  all  able-bodied  men  to  appear  on  the  following  Monday 
at  Billy  Moore's  blacksmith  shop  on  Long  Creek,  ten  miles 
west  of  Burlington.  Also,  to  bring  with  them  or  report  all 
war  machinery  within  their  reach.  Sunday  passed  and  Mon- 
day came.  There  had  been  talking,  thinking,  and  some  writ- 
ing, for  a  paper  appeared,  nailed  to  the  shop  door  in  open 
view.  It  discussed  the  situation  in  a  decided  manner  and 
came  to  a  decided  conclusion.  It  was  very  generally  read  and 
seemed  to  meet  with  a  hearty  response.  At  the  appointed  hour, 
the  Captain,  with  an  old  dragoon  sword  strapped  to  his  side, 
made  a  brief  speech,  saying  that  all  understood  the  situation 
as  well  as  he  did,  but  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  providing 
supplies,  equipments  and  transportation  at  such  an  inclement 
season  it  was  necessary  to  know  first  what  our  force  would  be. 
He  knew  that  some  could  not  go,  others  were  disinclined 
and  might  risk  disobeying  orders.  To  test  the  matter  he 
scratched  a  line  in  the  slight  snow  on  the  ground,  and  request- 
ed all  who  would  go  to  come  forward  and  '*toe  the  mark." 
For  several  minutes  no  one  moved.  Presently,  however,  two 
sons  of  Erin,  who  had  probably  found  something  somewhere 
to  stir  their  courage,  shoved  the  toes  of  their  boots  up  to  the 
line.  The  infection  spread,  another  and  another  slowly  ven- 
tured up,  till  finally  a  large  majority  were  on  the  line,  brave 
and  hilarious.  The  Captain,  nolens  volens,  was  *'in  for  it" 
now.  The  only  thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  ready  and  re- 
port as  soon  as  possible.  We  agreed  to  meet  the  next  Wed- 
nesday and  see  how  near  we  could  get  to  a  starting  point. 
Wednesday  came  and  we  straggled  together  again,  but  not  in 
a  very  hilarious  mood  this  time.  Many  had  been  painting 
what  they  were  to  leave  behind.    They  fancied  a  lone  cabin, 
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in  the  edge  of  a  grove,  with  its  early  smoke  rising  straight  to 
the  clouds;  the  wood-pile  at  the  door,  consisting  of  a  few  sap- 
lings, half  covered  with  snow,  a  dull  ax  leaning  against  it, 
waiting  to  be  used;  an  old  cow,  with  roached  back,  in  the 
angle  of  a  fence  that  enclosed  the  hay,  waiting  for  attention. 
But  where  was  the  man  whose  duties  were  thus  suggested? 
He  was  a  hero  now,  marching  to  the  Missouri  line,  one  hun- 
dred miles  away,  to  reconstruct  the  disorderly,  while  the  wife, 
children  and  the  cow  took  care  of  themselves  in  a  tempera- 
ture below  zero. 

While  we  were  discussing  and  arranging  our  preparations, 
tidings  came  and  we  were  all  eager  listeners.  The  border 
trouble  had  been  settled,  and  the  order  for  military  service 
revoked,  signed  by  A.  C.  Dodge,  a  sympathetic  man,  who 
thus  gained  a  warm  place  in  our  hearts. 

Some  other  localities  were  ahead  of  us.  A  company  from 
Muscatine  was  already  in  Burlington.  Another  had  been 
formed  at  Davenport,  but  had  not  left.  We  were  greatly  re- 
lieved, cruel  exposures  were  avoided,  the  war  was  over  and 
our  honor  was  bright.  Whatever  we  may  have  thought,  no 
act  of  disloyalty  was  chargeable  to  any  one.  Had  the  end  not 
come  when  it  did,  it  might  have  been  otherwise.  Many  I  fear 
would  have  found  excuses  for  returning,  and  would  have  exer- 
cised their  rights  as  squatter  sovereigns  without  asking  leave. 
But  thanks  to  General  Dodge  for  his  agency,  we  were  our 
own  again,  at  liberty  to  return  to  our  homes  with  a  prolific 
theme  for  neighborhood  and  fireside  conversation. 

But  the  real  end  was  not  yet;  an  afterpart  occurred.  By 
and  by  rumors  were  in  the  air,  that  a  "month's  pay  was  pos- 
sible for  those  who  promptly  obeyed  the  call."  As  the  Long  . 
Creek  officers  did  not  lose  an  hour  before  sounding  the  tocsin 
of  war  and  drumming  up  their  beat,  it  was  thought  the 
chances  of  their  company  would  be  number  one.  Before  any- 
thing could  be  done,  however,  something  definite  must  be 
known  of  our  number,  the  time  and  nature  of  our  service. 
To  this  end  a  review  was  ordered.  An  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army  was  detailed  by  the  War  Department  to  inspect 
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the  material  of  the  Border  War  Army  and  make  a  report. 
Notice  was  given  of  a  day  appointed  in  the  early  spring,  after 
our  supposed  winter  campaign.  No  imperative  order  for  our 
appearance  was  needed  this  time.  If  we  could  bag  a  month's 
pay  for  a  parade  of  a  day,  we  were  more  than  willing.  When 
the  day  arrived  the  sovereigns  appeared.  The  streets  of  Bur- 
lington were  thronged  and  conspicuous  among  them  was  Colo- 
nel Temple,  our  commanding  officer.  He  enjoyed  his  distinc- 
tion but  a  brief  moment,  though,  before  he  might  have  been 
seen  brushing  the  dust  from  his  handsome  suit,  while  a  lively 
nag  with  empty  saddle  and  flowing  rein  was  capering  up  the 
street.  With  a  little  aid  he  was  mounted  again  and  ordered 
the  parade  on  the  north  hill;  thither  we  all  straggled.  Our 
energetic  Colonel  worked  hard  to  put  us  in  order,  for  we  were 
green  and  raw.  We  were  told  how  to  act  and  how  to  look — 
that  it  was  military  to  look  stern  and  defiant.  While  the  Colo- 
nel and  his  men  were  thus  engaged,  the  reviewing  party  had 
taken  their  stand.  It  consisted  of  the  Governor  and  his  two 
Aids  and  a  Lieutenant  of  the  United  States  Army,  all  mount- 
ed. Our  worthy  Governor,  if  intensely  democratic  in  his  feel- 
ings, was  none  the  less  in  the  simplicity  of  his  dress.  Strong, 
serviceable  boots  met  or  enclosed  the  legs  of  his  pantaloons. 
A  blue  jeans  coat  "all  buttoned  down  before''  encased  his 
form  and  a  hat  that  once  was  new  crowned  his  head.  His 
right-hand  Aid,  General  Morgan,  neither  robust  in  person 
nor  erect  in  figure,  though  a  lively,  incisive  editor,  made  no 
striking  military  appearance.  Colonel  Jesse  Williams  in  cit- 
izen's attire  was  on  the  left  flank,  being  like  his  chief,  ''tall 
as  a  mast,  straight  as  a  bolt."  They  both  sat  their  steeds 
with  becoming  dignity.  In  striking  contrast  with  our  plain 
Governor  in  appearance,  was  Lieutenant  Ruggles,  our  review- 
ing officer.  He  was  anchored  some  ten  or  fifteen  feet  directly 
in  front  of  Governor  Lucas,  and  '"sat  his  horse"  with  ease. 
Military  boots  with  high  buff- tops,  with  short  clothes  match- 
ing in  color,  encased  his  nether  limbs.  A  coat  of  regulation 
blue,  richly  adorned  with  lace  and  gilt  buttons,  fitting  tightly 
to  the  throat,  showed  his  manly  form.      Dazzling  epaulettes 
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adorned  his  shoulders,  and  a  military  chapeau  surmounted 
by  two  long  waving  plumes  adorned  his  head.  I  know  that 
all  this  was  in  accord  with  military  custom,  but  at  that  day  it 
was  a  novel  sight  to  us,  being  accustomed  more  to  the  simple 
garb  our  Governor  wore,  and  to  head-gear  often  fashioned 
from  the  skins  of  the  rabbit  and  coon.  Arrangements  being 
finally  completed,,  the  Colonel  set  his  troops  in  motion.  The 
tap  of  the  drum  gave  the  step  for  the  march.  On  we  moved 
in  platoons  of  six  or  eight  abreast.  Alignment  was  import- 
ant, but  difficult  to  maintain  on  a  field  covered  with  hazel 
brush  and  scattered  with  limbs  of  trees  whose  trunks  had  been 
removed.  Some  of  us  tripped  occasionally  and  the  alignments 
were  now  and  then  somewhat  demoralized,  and  a  few  hasty 
words  might  have  been  heard,  impolite  in  good  society,  but 
admissible  among  soldiers.  On  reaching  the  crucial  point 
an  order  was  given  to  ''Present  arms !"  Every  gun,  and  every- 
thing representing  a  gun,  jumped  about  a  foot  ahead  of  its 
bearer,  in  honor  of,  or  compliment  to  the  reviewing  party. 
A  few  rods  further  on,  another  order  was  given  to  '^Shoulder 
arms!'*  and  every  gun  jumped  back  to  its  normal  place  at  the 
shoulder.  Our  success  in  these  brilliant  maneuvers  was  not 
quite  perfect  for  lack  of  proper  alignment,  and  from  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  we  were  more  engaged  in  inspecting  that  gay 
Lieutenant  than  he  was  in  inspecting  us!  After  all  was  over 
our  Colonel  made  us  a  modest  little  speech,  saying  we  had 
done  fairly  well  and  that  he  was  rather  hopeful,  and  closed 
by  saying,  '*The  Review  is  over  and  you  are  dismissed!'* 
Three  hearty  cheers  were  then  given,  one  for  the  Colonel, 
one  for  the  reviewing  officer,  and  one  for  the  Governor,  and 
all  broke  at  once  for  their  tents. 

Days  and  weeks  passed  by — and  what  of  our  month's  pay? 
Listening  ears  had  heard  nothing.  Anxious  souls  had  learned 
nothing.  At  last  it  flashed  upon  our  minds,  that,  perhaps  the 
reviewing  officer  regarded  our  parade  very  much  in  the  same 
light  as  we  did  ourselves,  and  so  visions  of  pay,  and  pensions 
and  glory,  passed  away,  and  we  were  soon  busy  again  in  the 
humdrum  round  of  commonplace  life. 
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All  this  was  fifty-five  years  ago.  Since  then  the  world  has 
moved  far  along.  Midway  between  then  and  now,  our  coun- 
try had  an  experience  that  was  no  military  farce,  but  a  tern- 
ble  reality,  a  very  death-struggle  for  existence. 

Since  then  the  untamed  field  on  the  North  Hill  where  we 
met  has  become  a  charming  part  of  a  beautiful  city.  Mansions 
of  wealth  and  homes  of  comfort  cover  its  entire  extent.  But 
they  are  not  the  homes  of  those  who,  buoyant  with  life,  and 
health,  and  strength,  then  and  there  tried  to  march  proudly, 
keeping  step  with  the  "stirring  drum."  The  Governor  and 
his  aids,  the  Colonel  and  his  staff,  and  all  the  rank  and  file, 
save  possibly  a  very  few  last  remaining  leaves  upon  the  tree, 
have  heard  their  last  tattoo  upon  earth,  and  now  sleep  quietly, 
where  no  reveille  shall  ever  again  disturb  their  rest. 

Red  Oak,  Iowa,  Dec.  1,  1894. 


THE  KUSH  TO  ARMS  IN  1861. 


BY    W.    S.    MOORE. 


The  majority  of  the  people  of  the  present  generation  have 
no  conception  pi  the  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  presented  to 
the  world  in  April,  1861,  in  the  alacrity  with  which  the  patriotic 
young  men  of  the  Nation  flew  to  arms.  The  knowledge  of 
the  events  which  marked  that  heroic  epoch  in  our  national 
history  possessed  by  those  who  have  been  born  within  the  last 
thirty-five  years  is  necessarily  limited.  Time  is  a  great  con- 
denser of  history,  and  years  hence  a  brief  para^irraph  may  tell 
the  story  of  the  great  war  between  the  northern  and  south - 
'Crn  sections  of  the  United  States.  To  those  of  us  who  were 
contemporaneous  with  that  time  and  took  part  in  the  stirring 
scenes  of  1861  to  1865,  the  lapse  of  one-third  of  a  century 
has  not  even  made  misty  the  memory  of  the  rush  to  arms  and 
the  spirit  that  animated  the  volunteer. 

In  1861  I  was  a  resident  of  Fairfield,  the  beautiful  county 
Beat  of  Jefferson  county.     Stepping  into  a  law  office  about  8 
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o'clock  on  the  evening  of  April  12, 1  found  seated  a  group  of 
young  men  discussing  the  event  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter 
and  the  call  of  the  president  for  75,000  men  to  put  down  the 
rebellion.  Three  of  them  were  law  students,  one  was  principal 
of  the  public  school,  and  all  were  of  high  standing  in  the  so- 
ciety of  the  town.  One  regiment  was  the  contribution  asked 
from  Iowa,  and  these  young  men  resolved  at  once  to  have 
their  names  on  the  roster  of  that  regiment.  A  roll  was  then 
started,  and  all  present  signed  it,  towards  the  formation  of  a 
company  of  one  hundred  men,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the 
roll  was  complete. 

But  these  men  were  not  alone  in  their  promptness  in  respond- 
ing to  the  call.  At  the  same  moment  that  this  roll  was  started 
a  similar  movement  was  inaugurated  in  every  town  and  city 
in  the  State,  and  the  captain  of  almost  every  militia  company 
had  already  tendered  the  services  of  his  command  to  the  gov- 
ernor. It  soon  became  evident,  therefore,  that  the  Fairfield 
company  would  not  be  a  factor  in  the  make-up  of  the  75,000 
volunteers  for  three  months.  Closely  following  this  call,  how- 
ever, came  one  for  volunteers  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.  This  staggered  some  of  the  men  for  a  time.  Three 
years  seemed  long.  Some  of  them  had  wives  and  children  to 
leave  behind;  others  had  just  married,  and  felt  that  they 
ought  not  to  go;  and  many  of  the  young  men  would  be  com- 
pelled to  tear  themselves  away  from  their  sweethearts.  But 
they  were  not  to  be  thus  baffled.  An  occasional  man  may 
have  dropped  his  name  from  the  roll,  but  memory  recalls  not 
one.  At  all  events,  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time  one 
hundred  men  were  enrolled  for  three  years,  officers  were 
elected,  and  they  were  ready  for  departure  to  the  field  of 
conflict.  After  a  few  days  of  training  in  the  manual  of  arms 
they  were  oif  for  Keokuk,  to  become  distinguished  as  a  part  of 
the  subsequently  illustrious  Second  Iowa  Infantry. 

The  scene  at  the  depot  the  morning  the  company  departed 
for  rendezvous  at  the  Gate  City  had  its  exact  counterpart  at 
many  railroad  stations  all  over  the  country,  and  will  not  be 
forgotten  while  a  witness  to  it  survives.    But  though  vividly 
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and  ineffaceably  photographed  upon  my  mind,  an  attempt  at 
accurate  description  would  necessarily  fail.  It  was  a  great 
emotional  drama,  in  which  the  entire  population,  covering 
acres  of  ground,  were  actors.  The  spectacle  of  one  hundred 
Doien  and  mere  boys  of  various  ages,  from  eighteen  to  forty- 
two  years,  inured  to  the  pleasures  of  home  and  devoted  to  the 
society  of  family  and  friends,  taking  their  lives  in  their  hands, 
leaving  behind  them  all  that  was  dear  and  sacred,  and  depart- 
ing for  the  tented  field,  was  awe-inspiring  and  incomprehensi- 
ble. Stout-hearted  men,  gentle  maidens,  lovely  women  and 
tender  children,  were  there.  All  were  in  tears.  The  weeping 
was  infectious  if  not  contagious ;  but  the  tears  were  not  tears 
of  sorrow — they  were  the  spontaneous  outburst  of  patriotic 
emotion,  sympathy  and  admiration  for  the  heroic  spirit  of  the 
departing  volunteers. 

The  fortunes  of  war  dealt  kindly  with  a  goodly  number  of 
these  brave  men,  harshly  with  some,  and  cruelly  with  others. 
Several  died  of  wounds,  some  were  killed  in  battle,  and  many 
died  of  diseases  incident  to  camp  life,  a  mere  fragment  of  them 
returning  to  their  homes  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Of  the 
group  of  young  men  referred  to  as  forming  the  nucleus  of  the 
company,  the  first  man  to  put  his  name  on  the  roll  ( Lieuten- 
ant George  Strong)  died  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  less  than  two 
months  after  being  mustered  in,  his  death  being  the  second  to 
occur  in  the  regiment  and  the  first  in  the  company.  He  was 
an  exceptionally  promising  young  man.  At  the  time  of  his 
enlistment  he  was  principal  of  the  Fairfield  public  school,  and 
was  studying  law.  The  Grand  Army  post  at  Fairfield  per- 
petuates his  name. 

The  Second  Iowa  Infantry  embraced  in  its  membership  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  men  in  the  every  day  walks  of  life, 
and  in  this  regard  was  similar  to  any  other  regiment  of  volun- 
teers; yet  it  is  perhaps  safe  to  assume  that  the  men  in  its 
ranks  were  more  thoroughly  representative  of  the  impulsive 
patriotism  developed  on  the  first  call  to  arms  than  those  con- 
tributing to  the  make-up  of  regiments  subsequently  enlisted. 
It  was  the  first  regiment  that  left  the  State,  and  was  composed 
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principally  of  young  men,  the  average  age  being  but  twenty- 
two  years.  The  spirit  with  which  they  were  endued  and  the 
sentiment  that  received  unanimous  endorsement  by  the  rank 
and  file,  was  tersely  expressed  by  General  John  A.  Dix,  as 
follows:  "If  any  man  attempts  to  haul  down  the  American 
flag,  shoot  him  on  the  spot."  Few  men  in  the  regiment 
thought  of  position  in  the  service  higher  than  that  of  private 
soldier,  though  there  were  men  in  every  company  competent 
to  fill  any  station  in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  coun- 
try. There  was  no  scramble  for  office  and  in  the  company  to 
which  I  belonged  the  offices  sought  the  men  who  received 
commissions  as  the  first  officers.  The  oldest  man  in  the  com- 
pany was  elected  captain,  and  the  first  lieutenant  enjoyed  the 
distinction  of  having  been  the  first  man  to  enroll  his  name. 
There  may  have  been  men  in  other  companies  who  aspired 
to  official  positions  in  line  or  field,  but  in  this  respect  the  men 
of  Company  E  seemed  utterly  unambitious.  President  Lincoln 
was  credited  with  the  statement  that  there  were  men  in  the 
ranks  of  every  regiment  fit  to  be  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  recent  history  records  the  fact  that  a  Second  Iowa 
man  was  twice  nominated  for  president  and  made  the  coun- 
try vocal  with  his  fiery  eloquence. 

The  only  man  in  the  regiment  specially  known  to  fame  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  was  its  colonel — Samuel  R.  Cur- 
tis— who  resigned  a  seat  in  Congress  to  accept  the  colonelcy 
of  the  regiment.  Colonel  Curtis  was  a  graduate  of  West 
Point,  and  had  distinguished  himself  as  an  officer  in  the  war 
with  Mexico.  He  was  eminent  as  a  civil  engineer,  an  advo- 
cate at  the  bar,  and  an  orator  and  statesman.  He  was  too 
valuable  a  man  to  remain  long  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  early 
rose  to  the  rank  of  major  general,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  men  in  the  war.  He  was  a  massive  man  in 
every  sense,  and  one  of  the  finest  appearing  military  officers 
I  ever  saw  in  the  saddle. 

Des  Moines^  Iowa, 
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THE  ORIGIN  OF  A  FAMOUS  INSCRIPTION. 


When  Hon.  John  F.  Lacey,  M.  C,  made  his  speech  from 
the  east  front  of  our  Capitol  on  Battle  Flag  Day,  August  10, 
1894,  he  quoted  the  motto  chiseled  on  the  stone  contributed 
by  Iowa  to  the  Washington  Monument.  Hon.  George  G. 
Wright,  of  Des  Moines,  who  had  something  to  do  with  the 
inception  of  this  inscription,  was  of  the  impression  that  it  was 
in  some  respect  different  from  the  version  in  Mr.  Lacey 's 
speech,  and  accordingly  wrote  that  gentleman  in  regard  to  it. 
The  following  is  Mr.  Lacey 's  reply: 

House  of  Rspbesbntatites,  U.  S.,        ) 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  16,  1894.  ) 
Deab  Fbixnd:     Your  letter  in  regard  to  the  inscription  on  the  Washing- 
ton Monument  is  at  hand.     I  went  to  the   monument  this  morning  and 
copied  the  inscription.    It  is  as  follows: 

"Iowa. 
Her  affections,  like  the  rivers  of  her  borders,  flow  to  an  inseparable  Union.^' 
This  is  more  compact  than  my  quotation: 

"Iowa. 
The  affections  of  her  people,  like  the  rivers  of  her  borders,  flow  on  to  an 
inseparable  Union." 

I  quoted  it  from  memory  and  it  was  so  strongly  impressed  on  my  boy- 
ish memory  at  the  time  that  I  first  saw  it,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  that 
it  never  occurred  to  me  that  I  might  not  remember  it  with  strict  accuracy. 
I  am  in  doubt  which  one  I  would  choose,  if  I  were  now  selecting  it  for  the 
^tone  cutter.  There  is  also  a  Masonic  stone  cut  out  of  a  dark  granite 
boulder  with  the  following  inscription: 

**Grand  Lodge  of 

Iowa, 

A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

1876." 

With  my  kindest  regards, 

Yours  truly, 

John  F.  Laoby. 
Hon,  George  O,  Wright. 

We  have  been  used  to  seeing  this  motto  quoted  as  Con- 
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« 

gressman  Lacey  gave  it  in  his  speech,  but  everybody  must 

stand  corrected  now  that  he  has  seen  and  copied  it  from  the 

Iowa  stone. 

By  reference  to  the  Senate  Journal  of  the  Third  General 

Assembly  of  this  State,  pages  23  and  24,  we  learn  that  Mr. 

Josiah  H.  Bonney  reported  as  follows  to  Governor  Ansel 

Briggs: 

Iowa  City,  Nov.  30, 1850. 
To  His  Excellency^  Ansel  Briggs,  Oavemar  of  Iowa: 

The  nndersigned,  appointed  by  your  Excellency  an  agent  to  procure  a 
suitable  block  of  marble  or  other  stone,  to  be  furnished  by  the  State  of 
Iowa,  for  the  Washington  Monument,  would  respectfully  report  -That  af- 
ter having  examined  all  the  quarries  in  the  State  now  worked,  from  which 
it  was  supposed  such  stone  could  be  obtained,  succeeded  in  procuring  a 
block  of  the  proper  dimensions  from  the  quarry  of  Moses  B.  Root,  of  Van 
Buren  County. 

The  stone  is  now  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Root,  in  Eeosauqua,  blocked  out  of 
the  proper  size  and  shape,  ready  to  be  finished  in  such  manner  and  with 
such  inscription  thereon,  as  the  General  Assembly  may  direct. 

Mr.  Root  looks  to  the  liberality  of   the  General  Assembly  for  such  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  they  may  think  him  entitled. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  ob't  serv't, 

JOSIAH    H.    BONNBY. 

This  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  the  Gover- 
nor's message.  On  the  l-tth  of  December  Senator  George  G. 
Wright  moved, 

"That  SO  much  of  the  Governor's  message,  and  accompanying  docn- 
nients,  as  relate  to  the  procuring  of  a  block  of  marble,  for  the  Washington 
Monument,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  act  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  un  the  part  of  the  House." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Senators  Wright,  Shields 
and  Espy,  were  appointed  as  such  committee. 

On  the  20th  of  December  we  find  the  following  final  refer- 
ence to  this  stone  and  its  inscription: 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  por- 
tion of  the  Governor's  message  relating  to  the  block  of  marble  for  the 
Washington  Monument,  made  the  following  report: 

That  they  have  been  informed  and  understand  that  nothing  is  wanting 
to  the  completion  of  the  marble  block  but  a  suitable  inscription  to  be 
placed  thereon,  and  that  the  workman  has  been  waiting  directions  upon 
this  subject.  To  select  one  that  would  appropriately  designate  our  local- 
ity and  unchangeable  fidelity  to  the  Union,  has  been  our  great  object. 
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Your  committee,  after  a  careful  examination,  would  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"lOWA. 

Her  affections,  like  the  rivers  of  her  borders,  flow  to  an  inseparable  Union/* 

Your  committee  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Besolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
House,  jointly  forward  a  copy  of  this  report  to  M.  B.  Root,  Reosauqua, 
Iowa,  with  instructions  to  place  the  inscription  above  recommended  upon 
the  block  of  marble  by  him  prepared  for  the  Washington  Monument. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  senate  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Judge  Wright  informs  us  that  while  this  matter  was  pend- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  he  invited  several  gentle- 
men to  suggest  inscriptions  for  the  Iowa  stone,  and  that  a 
large  number  were  in  consequence  received  and  considered. 
Among  others,  the  late  Lieutenant  Governor  Enoch  W.  East- 
man furnished  three  or  four,  including  the  one  which  was 
finally  adopted.  Judge  Wright,  however,  is  of  the  impression 
that  the  inscription  as  furnished  by  Governor  Eastman  was 
identical,  or  nearly  so,  with  the  quotation  made  by  Mr.  Lacey, 
but,  owing  to  the  requirements  of  space  the  wording  was  cut 
down  as  it  now  stands.  For  some  time  after  the  newspapers 
attributed  the  inscription  to  Judge  Wright,  an  impression 
which  he  took  every  opportunity  to  counteract.  The  credit, 
and  the  sole  credit  as  he  informs  us,  of  the  thought  embodied 
in  this  inscription,  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Eastman. 
Such  facts  are  very  apt  to  be  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of  years, 
where  the  history  of  a  great  State  has  not  been  written,  and  it 
is  well  to  revert  to  original  sources  for  correct  information, 
as  we  have  done  in  this  instance. 


WHY  WE  PRIZED  THE  OTTOMAN. 


When  the  writer  settled  in  Webster  City,  the  bright  and 
vigorous  capital  of  Hamilton  County,  away  back  in  1857,  the 
furniture  dealer  had  not  made  his  advent  into  that  then  al- 
together primitive  region.  Whatever  was  needed  in  the  way 
of  furniture  had  to  be  made  in  a  rough  sort  of  way,  or  *'wag- 
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oned  in"  from  Dubuque  or  Iowa  City.  Out  among  the  farmers, 
home-made  bedsteads,  chairs  with  seats  made  of  a  bit  of 
board,  were  very  common  objects  and  by  no  means  uncom- 
fortable. There  were  not  more  than  two  hundred  people 
where  now  there  are  several  thousand.  Among  these  was  a 
very  companionable  and  pleasant  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Edward  F.  Cutting,  a  carpenter,  and  something  of  a  musician. 
Mr.  Cutting  became  one  of  our  favorite  callers,  and  we  es- 
teemed him  very  highly.  One  day  the  little  mistress  of  oar 
home  asked  him  to  make  the  frame  for  an  ottoman.  The 
best  he  could  do  was  to  construct  a  box,  from  fragments  of 
other  boxes,  about  18  inches  square  and  9  inches  high. 
Around  this  apiece  of  our  3 -ply  woolen  carpet  was  neatly  fitted, 
the  top  being  raised  and  padded  to  form  a  cushion.  Of 
course,  this  was  a  very  plain  small  job,  *4ess  noted  for  beauty 
than  strength."  It  was  sometimes  used  as  a  footstool,  and 
sometimes  to  sit  upon.  It  is  still  in  our  home  and  as  good  as 
the  day  it  was  made,  thirty-seven  years  ago.  But  the  man 
who  made  it  was  one  of  the  first  volunteers  from  Webster  City 
— going  out  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  of  the  16th  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  was  soon  appointed  4th  Corporal.  This  com- 
mand fought  at  Shiloh  and  suffered  severely.  At  one  time, 
when  the  enemy's  fire  was  the  hottest,  the  brave  young  Colo- 
nel Chambers  ordered  his  men  to  lie  flat  upon  the  ground. 
Cutting,  with  the  whole  line  in  which  he  stood,  obeyed  the 
command.  Presently  the  order  came  to  rise;  but  it  was  not- 
iced by  those  near  him  that  Corporal  Cutting  did  not  stir. 
A  comrade  touched  him  and  saw  that  he  was  quite  dead.  A 
rebel  bullet  had  entered  the  top  of  his  head,  ranging  down- 
ward into  the  body.  He  had  not  moved — the  fatal  missile 
had  so  instantly  killed  him !  His  head  lay  in  a  little  depres- 
sion which  was  filled  with  his  blood,  and  "his  face  was  white 
as  chalk,"  said  the  comrade.  He  was  buried  on  the 
field.  The  writer  made  an  effort  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  remains  to  Webster  City,  but  it  did  not  succeed. 
In  that  little  community,  where  everybody  knew  every- 
body, the  news  of  his  death  caused  a  profound  sensation.  He 
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was  SO  excellent  a  man.  so  bright  and  genial,  so  kindly  in 
his  intercourse  with  those  around  him,  so  upright  and  pure  in 
character,  so  installed  in  the  confidence  of  people  who  knew 
him,  that  his  loss  came  home  to  all  as  a  personal  one.  Every 
good  wish  had  gone  with  him  at  his  enlistment,  though  he  had 
no  relatives  in  the  county.  He  was  a  New  England  boy, 
raised  with  good  habits,  prudent,  industrious  and  praise- 
worthy. Even  yet  he  must  be  remembered  in  great  kindness 
by  the  old  settlers.  We  believe  he  was  the  first  man  killed 
from  that  county — certainly  the  first  from  Webster  City. 

We  have  always  taken  good  care  of  that  useful  little  piece 
of  plain,  home-made  furniture,  and  seeing  it  brings  to  mind 
the  handsome  young  pioneer  who  constructed  it.  We  prize 
it  for  his  sake,  and  some  day  we  may  search  for  his  grave 
near  the  spot  where  he  fell. 


THE  BOUNDARY  BETWEEN  IOWA  AND  MISSOURI. 


This  subject  having  been  under  discussion  of  late,  with  only 
a  partial  disclosure  of  its  history,  we  have  secured  from  Mr. 
Frank  E.  Landers,  author  of  the  Historical-Geographical 
Atlas  heretofore  mentioned  in  The  Axnals,  an  article  wherein 
he  lucidly  sets  forth  the  various  official  acts  which  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  our  southern  boundary.  This,  we  be- 
lieve, presents  for  the  first  time  the  full  history  of  its  estab- 
lishment, and  is  therefore  of  permanent  value  as  a  historical 
document. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ex-Senator  Alfred  Hebard,  of  Red  Oak, 
Montgomery  County,  gives  the  reader  his  own  personal  re- 
collections of  "the  bloody  war''  which  at  one  time  seemed  im- 
minent between  Iowa  and  Missouri  over  this  question.  He 
had  the  honor  of  being  commissioned  Captain,  by  Governor 
Robert  Lucas,  with  orders  to  raise  a  company  of  men  for  this 
"service  on  the  border.''  Happily,  however,  the  controversy 
was  settled  amicably  without  an  appeal  to  arms.  These  ar- 
ticles are  valuable  as  throwing  light  upon  interesting  epi- 
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sodes  in  the  early  history  of  our  State  which  are  now  almost 
forgotten.  Beyond  the  fact  of  the  irregularity  of  this  bound- 
ary, and  that  it  was  for  a  time  a  serious  bone  of  contention 
between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  little  definite  knowledge  has 
been  accessible  to  the  general  reader.  It  has  been  necessary 
to  dig  this  information  out  of  musty  old  documents,  the  acts 
of  Congress  and  the  Legislatures  of  Iowa  and  Missouri,  and 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  We 
also  have  the  promise  of  another  article,  in  which  the  question 
will  be  treated  from  quite  a  different  standpoint. 


JUSTICE  TO  EDWARD  RUSSELL. 


In  Mr.  Gue's  interesting  sketch  of  the  life  and  public  ser- 
vices of  Hiram  Price,  he  pays  a  deserved  tribute  to  that  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  for  his  aid  in  "striking  out  the  word 
ichite^''  from  the  constitution  of  our  State.  But  while  mention- 
ing the  author  of  the  movement — Mr.  Edward  Russell,  of  The 
Davenport  Gazette — we  hardly  think  he  renders  full  justice  to 
him  as  its  originator  and  defender.  The  writer  wa?  in  that 
convention  and  believes  that  he  remembers  the  circumstances 
very  clearly.  There  had  been  more  or  less  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  impartial  suffrage  in  the  general  press  and  through- 
out  the  country,  but  it  was  one  of  those  vexed  questions  upon 
which  there  was  far  from  being  unanimity  of  feeling,  even 
amongst  those  who  fought  against  the  rebellion.  In  the  Re- 
publican State  Convention  of  1865,  Edward  Russell  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  resolutions,  and  during  its  delib- 
erations offered  a  proposition  to  "strike  out  the  word  white." 
The  committee  rejected  his  proposition  and  reported  the  fol- 
lowing as  its  recommendation  on  the  suffrage  question: 

"That  with  proper  safeguards  to  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box,  the  elective 
franchise  should  be  based  upoilloyalty  to  the  Constitution  and  th^  Union, 
recognizing  and  affirming  the  equality  of  all  men  before  the  law." 

But  when  the  resolutions  were  reported  to  the  convention 
Mr.  Russell  moved  his  famous  amendment,  as  follows: 

"Therefore,  we  are  in  favor  of  amending  the  Constitution  of  our  State 
by  striking  out  the  word  white  in  the  article  on  suflfrage^*-  i 
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A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  amendment  upon  the  table, 
y>\xt  as  this  would  carry  the  resolution  there  also,  it  did  not  pre- 
vail and  the  convention  was  brought  squarely  to  a  vote  upon 
the  proposition.  A  vigorous  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
Russell  led,  followed  by  Hiram  Price,  Enoch  W.  Eastman 
and  Henry  O'Connor,  in  support  of  the  proposition,  while  it 
was  opposed  by  several  able  and  eloquent  gentlemen.  When 
a  vote  was  at  last  taken  it  resulted  as  follows:  For  the  Rus- 
Bell  amendment,  513^;  against  it,  242i.  In  this  contest  we 
are  quite  as  certain  that  Edward  Russell  was  the  real  leader, 
making  one  of  the  most  determined  fights  that  we  ever  saw  in 
a  convention,  as  that  odium  was  visited  upon  his  head — tempo- 
rarily— by  those  opposed  to  impartial  suffrage. 

"In  the  process  of  the  suns"  the  Constitution  of  our  State, 
as  a  result  of  this  contest,  was  amended  in  the  year  1868,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "white/'  except  that  it  was  carelessly 
left  in  Section  4  of  Article  III,  which  defines  the  qualifications 
of  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  was  finally, 
stricken  out  in  1880,  and  from  that  time  forward  suffrage 
and  the  rights  of  all  men  have  been  equal  before  the  law  in 
Iowa.  These  results  were  no  doubt  inevitable  and  certain  to 
come  in  time,  but  the  fullest  credit  for  initiating  and  leading 
the  determined  effort  of  that  day  is  due  to  Edward  Russell. 

Mr.  Russell  retired  from  The  Gazette  several  years  ago, 
removing  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in  other 
business.     He  died  there  in  1891. 


THE  MIDLAND  MONTHLY. 


The  very  fine  portrait  of  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Magoun,  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Annals  for  October,  was  copied  by  the  kind 
permission  of  the  Editor,  from  The  Midland  Monthly^  in  which 
it  originally  appeared;  but  through  some  inadvertence  the 
proper  credit  was  not  given  for  the  loan  of  the  engraving. 
While  now  making  vamends  for  this  omission,  we  desire  to  re- 
cord our  opinion  of  this  excellent  periodical — the  founding 
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of  which  we  cannot  but  regard  as  the  most  important  event 
that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  literary  history  of  our  State. 
When  Mr.  Brigham  announced  his  purpose,  something  more 
than  a  year  ago,  in  the  midst  of  the  hard  times,  and  when  the 
business  outlook  was  most  forbidding,  of  starting  a  literary 
magazine  in  Des  Moines,  the  wisest  journalists  shook  their 
heads.  The  enterprise  certainly  seemed  to  be  "extra  hazard- 
ous."  But  the  result  has  more  than  justified  his  wise  forecast 
of  the  situation.  He  saw  literary  resources  in  Iowa  and  the 
Middle  West,  and  a  promise  of  liberal  patronage,  which  were 
certainly  hidden  from  the  vision  of  everj'body  else.  His  an- 
nouncement made,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  great  task  he 
had  undertaken  with  a  degree  of  ability,  energy,  courage  and 
perseverance,  which  entitle  him  to  a  high  place  among  the 
praiseworthy  innovators  of  his  time.  His  surpassing  ability 
as  an  editor  is  visible  to  any  one  who  even  casually  turns  the 
pages  of  a  copy  of  his  m/igazine — but  he  has  accomplished 
the  more  perplexing  and  difficult  end  of  making  it  a  business 
success.  As  an  editor  he  has  been  able  to  secure  the  services 
and  the  hearty  good  will  of  many  writers  of  more  than  na- 
tional reputation,  as  well  as  to  discover  and  call  out  a  wide 
diversity  of  home  talent,  latent  and  undeveloped  before. 
While  strong  in  its  general  features,  he  has  given  it  a  high 
character  as  an  Ion  a  magazine — typical  and  representative  of 
this  great  Midland  country.  Such  a  success  in  one  brief  year 
is  rarely  won,  even  through  the  hardest  work  and  the  most 
lavish  exi)enditure  of  money.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  the 
publication  enters  upon  its  second  year  under  auspices  so  very 
encouraging.  Congratulating  its  brave  and  accomplished  ed- 
itor upon  his  good  work  already  done,  we  commend  The 
Midland  3/o«//i/^  to  the  especial  favor  of  the  people  of  Iowa. 


OUR  ARTICLES  AND  ENGRAVINGS. 


The  frontispiece  of  this  number  of  The  Annals — a  fine 
steel  portrait  of  Hon.  Hiram  Price — was  engraved  expressly 
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for  our  pages.  It  is  an  excellent  likeness  of  that  distinguished 
gentleman  during  the  second  period  of  his  Congressional 
service,  and  from  a  photograph  taken  in  1878.  It  appro- 
priately accompanies  Mr.  Gue's  valuable  historical  sketch  of 
the  public  services  of  Mr.  Price. 

"Old  Fort  Armstrong*'  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
^arly  history  of  Iowa  and  Illinois,  and  especially  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Black  Hawk  war;  but  engravings  of  that  fam- 
ous frontier  post  are  scarce  and  very  seldom  met  with.  To 
Mrs.  Maria  Peck,  of  Davenport,  we  are  indebted  for  a  very 
interesting  account  of  its  construction  and  its  mission,  with 
which  she  sent  a  photograph  of  an  old  engraving,  which  we 
have  reproduced. 

Dr.  Elliott  Coues,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  contributes  four 
original  letters  from  the  files  of  the  War  Department,  by  Gov- 
ernor William  Clark  (of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition) 
and  Sergeant  Nathaniel  Pryor.  They  possess  much  histori- 
cal value  and  are  published  here  for  the  first  time. 

Captain  H.  I.  Smith,  of  Mason  City,  narrates  bitter  experi- 
ences showing  the  rough  side  of  war  and  how  hard-hearted 
men  "dressed  in  a  little  brief  authority''  sometimes  become. 
His  portrait  is  from  a  war-time  photograph. 

Colonel  C.  H.  Gatch  concludes  his  history  of  the  Des  Moines 
Eiver  land  troubles,  a  subject  which  he  has  treated  with  his 
well  known  ability,  fairly  and  impartially.  With  the  article 
we  include  his  portrait  from  a  recent  photograph. 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Landers  presents  a  synopsis  of  the  official 
history  of  our  southern  boundary  difficulty;  and  Hon.  Alfred 
Hebard  his  recollections  of  the  preparations  for  the  "border 
war"  between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  which  wiser  counsels  nipped 
in  the  bud,  apparently  at  the  last  moment  to  prevent  blood- 
shed.   We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  print  portraits  of  the  authors. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Moore  writes  of  the  stirring  times  in  our  State  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  for  the  Union,  recalling  scenes  still 
vivid  in  the  memories  of  those  who  participated  in  them.  A 
good  portrait  of  the  old  printer  soldier  accompanies  his  article. 

We  print  from  a  plate  engraved  for  The  Midland  Monthly  a      j 
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fax:,  simile  of  probably  the  most  valuable  single  piece  of  mann- 
script  in  Iowa — one  of  the  historical  telegrams  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  The  original  may  be  seen  at  the  State  Historical 
Rooms. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 


During  the  past  aatamn  a  beaatifal  little  book  was  issued  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa,  Des  Moines,  with  the  follow- 
ing title:  ** John  Brown  among  the  Quakers,  and  Other  Sketches.  By  Irring 
B.  Richman,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  to  Switzerland.**  In  ad- 
dition to  the  sketch  which  gives  title  to  the  work,  it  contains  others  as  fol- 
lows: **Mascoutin:  A  Reminiscence  of  the  Nation  of  Fire;**  ''Black  Hawk, 
Keokuk,  and  Their  Village;**  ''Nauvoo  and  the  Prophet;**  *'The  First  Meet- 
ing with  the  Dahkotahs;**  '*The  Tragedy  at  Minnewaukon.** 

This  book  has  not  only  been  most  cordially  welcomed  by  the  press  of  our 
own  State,  but  has  received  highly  complimentary  notices  in  several  of  the 
leading  papers  and  periodicals  of  the  Sast.  Some  of  the  sketches  had  been 
published  before,  but  three  of  them  are  here  printed  for  the  first  time.  To- 
gether, they  make  a  readable  and  highly  valuable  work  upon  important 
episodes  in  Iowa  history.  The  edition  is  but  a  limited  one,  however,  and 
it  will  soon  be  exhausted.  Mr.  L.  B.Abdill,  bookseller,  Des  Moines,  is  Mr. 
Richman's  agent  for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  this  book. 

The  State  Historical  Society  at  Iowa  City  has  just  issued  a  neat  pamphlet 
of  136  pages,  under  the  following  title:  "Historical  Lectures  upon  Early 
Leaders  in  the  Professions,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  Delivered  at  Iowa  City, 
1894.'*  The  contents  are  as  follows:  '*Early  Medical  Practitioners,  by  Dr. 
William  Watson,  Dubuque;**  "Early  Teachers,  by  Prof.  Leonard  F.  Parker, 
Grinnell;**  "Early  Members  of  the  Bar,  by  Hon.  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Cedar 
Rapids;**  "Early  Clergy— Compilation  by  J.  L.  Pickard,  Iowa  City.'* 

This  pamphlet  comes  out  under  the  able  and  judicious  editorship  of  Dr. 
J.  L.  Pickard,  a  guarantee  that  everything  about  it  is  well  done.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  task  as  promoter  and  editor,  he  has  compiled  and  for  the  most 
part  re-written  the  data  relating  to  "The  Early  Clergy  of  Iowa.**  We  regard 
this  work  as  one  of  great  value.  It  is  certain  to  become  an  authority  in  Iowa 
history;  and  to  be  largely  referred  to  in  the  future.  Our  only  regret  in  re- 
gard to  it  is,  that  the  limits  of  our  space  will  not  admit  of  quoting  liber- 
ally from  pages  so  replete  with  precious  historical  information.  Ko 
doubt  the  edition  is  a  limited  one,  and  hence  every  public  library  should 
secure  and  carefully  preserve  it. 

"Higher  Education  in  Iowa,'*  is  the  title  of  a  work  of  190  pages,  by  Leon- 
ard F.  Parker,  Professor  of  History  in  Iowa  College,  Grinnell.  It  was  pub- 
lished by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  comes 
to  us  in  the  simple  paper  covers  of  a  public  document.  It  is,  however,  one 
of  those  carefully  prepared  and  exhaustive  monographs  which  possess  not 
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only  current  interest,  bnt  permanent  historical  value.  In  no  other  work 
that  has  yet  appeared  is  there  such  a  complete  survey  of  the  origin  and  de- 
velopment of  the  higher  educational  facilities  of  our  State.  Prof.  W.  T. 
Harris,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  in  transmitting  it  to  Qen.  John 
W.  Noble,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  commended  it  as  a  work  "which  is  in- 
structive to  all  students  and  observers  of  educational  progress."  It  con- 
tains many  fine  illustrations  of  the  leading  institutions  of  our  State.  It  i» 
a  work  which  will  be  highly  valued  by  every  intelligent  person  into  whose 
hands  it  may  come.  As  it  is  a  public  document,  we  presume  copies  may 
be  had  by  writing  any  Member  of  Congress  or  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  State  Historical  Society  a  few  months  ago  also  published  a  pamphlet 
of  196  pages,  under  the  following  title:  '^Constitution  and  Records  of  the 
Claim  Club  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa.  With  Introduction  and  Notes.  By 
Benjamin  F.  Shambaugh,  A.  M.''  While  it  is  for  the  most  part  a  simple  com- 
pilation, its  contents  were  dug  out  of  musty  old  documents,  the  only  won- 
der concerning  which  is,  that  they  were  not  long  ago  destroyed.  Before  the 
Government  offered  lands  for  sale  in  many  regions,  settlers  had  come  in  who 
needed  some  means  by  which  to  protect  themselves  in  the  possession  of 
their  rights  to  the  soil.  Organizations  were  formed  for  this  purpose  and 
records  kept  of  every  claim.  The  Claim  Club  was  therefore  a  sort  of  gov- 
ernment to  protect  the  pioneers  for  the  time  being.  This  is  fully  shown  in 
Mr.  Shambaugh's  pamphlet.  He  is  also  writing  a  monograph  to  be  en- 
titled, "Early  Government  in  Iowa." 


NOTABLE  DEATHS. 


Hugh  W.  Maxwell  died  in  Des  Moines,  on  the  6th  of  December,  at  the 
age  of  67.  He  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1827,  and  removed  to  Iowa  in  1852, 
settling  at  Indianola.  In  1856  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  being  an 
able  lawyer,  was  chosen  in  1866  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  Seventh  Judi- 
cial District.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Judge  Nourse,  Mr.  Maxwell  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  district  Judge.  He  served  about 
nine  years  in  that  capacity,  and  won  universal  esteem.  During  the  war 
Judge  Maxwell  did  good  service  in  the  commissary  department.  Several 
years  ago  he  moved  to  Carthage,  Mo.,  and  afterwards  spent  some  time  in 
Arizona  on  account  of  failing  health.  About  two  years  ago  he  returned  to 
Des  Moines,  where  his  lar^t  days  were  spent.  Judge  Maxwell  had  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  in  central  Iowa  who  honor  his  ipemory  as  an  irreproach- 
able citizen,  an  able  lawyer  and  a  just  judge. 


Joseph  Bubton,  who  died  at  Waukon,  on  the  first  day  of  December,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Allamakee  County.  He  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  coming  west  in  1854  and  settling  on  a  farm,  lying  on  the  Makee  ridge 
in  Allamakee  County.  In  1861  Mr.  Burton  was  elected  to  the  lower  house 
of  the  Ninth  General  Assembly,  serving  through  the  regular  and  extra  ses- 
sions of  1862.  He  was  77  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an 
excellent  and  useful  citizen,  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  north- 
eastern Iowa.  ^  ^  I 
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Hon.  Hibam  Y.  Smith  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Des  Moines,  on  the 
4th  of  November.  He  was  born  in  Piqua,  Ohio,  March  22, 1843, coming  to 
Iowa  in  1854.  He  graduated  at  the  Albany,  (N.  Y.)  Law  School  in  1866,  and 
settled  down  in  Des  Moines  to  practice  his  profession.  In  1875  he  was 
elected  District  Attorney,  which  position  he  held  four  years.  In  1881  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Polli  County,  serving  with  ability  four 
years.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  Congress  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Hon.  John  A.  Eas^on.  He  was  the  founder  and  always 
the  stanch  friend  of  the  city  library  of  Des  Moines.  Mr.  Smith  had  a  large 
acquaintance  in  the  State,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  useful  and  influen- 
tial citizen. 

Thomas  Watts,  who  dii'd  at  Deep  Creek,  in  Clinton  County,  on  the  3d  of 
December,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  State.  He  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1816,  coming  to  Iowa  in  1838.  The  Territory  had  been 
organized  that  year.  Iowa  consisted  at  that  time  of  a  vast  region  of  wild 
prairie,  interspersed  with  creeks,  rivers  and  lakes,  bordered  by  fringes  of 
woods,  and  groves,  which  served  as  guides  to  hunters,  trappers  and  emi- 
grants traversing  the  great  plains.  Mr.  Watts  was  charmed  with  the  beauty 
and  fertility  of  the  new  country,  and  took  a  claim  in  the  Deep  Creek  Val- 
ley. Here  he  made  a  fine  farm  home  upon  which  he  spent  fifty-six  years 
of  his  life.  It  was  to  this  home  he  took  his  bride  fifty  years  ago.  All 
of  their  children  were  born  and  reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  on  the 
old  homestead,  where  their  father  died  at  the  age  of  78.  Mr.  Watts  held 
many  township  and  county  offices,  and  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
Legislature  of  1858. 

Waldo  M.  Pottkb,  who  died  at  (^astleton,  North  Dakota,  November  24, 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  Iowa  editor  and  politician.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  where  he  attained  considerable  prominence  as  an  editor, 
and  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party.  He  came  west 
about  the  year  1873,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  The  Omaha  Hepublicatt, 
but  did  not  remain  there  long.  The  next  year  he  bought  an  interest  in  The 
Davenport  Gazette  and  became  its  editor.  In  1875  he  moved  to  Clinton  and 
purchased  The  Herald^  which  he  conducted  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to 
Fargo,  in  Dakota.  Here  he  engaged  largely  in  wheat  raising,  on  a  fine  farm 
which  he  purchased  in  the  Red  River  valley.  But  his  old  love  for  journal- 
ism never  died  out,  and  he  a^ain  became  associated  with  the  press  of  North 
Dakota.  Mr.  Potter  was  a  strong  man  intellectually,  a  vigorous  writer,  and 
one  who  wielded  marked  influence  wherever  he  lived.  He  was  appointed 
by  President  Harrison  Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office,  at  Fargo, 
which  position  he  held  four  years. 

Captain  William  Hillhouse,  who  died  at  Burlington  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year,  was  one  of  the  most  notable  of  early  Iowa  settlers.  We  hope  to 
be  ai)le  to  secure  his  portrait  and  an  extended  record  of  his  pioneer 
achievements  for  a  future  nun.ber  of  The  Annals. 


David  D.  Skinner,  who  died  nt  San  Jose,  California,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, was  one  of  the  earliest  j)ioneers  in  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  in 
1823.  and  in  1H31  cnnie  with  his  father's  family  to  Iowa.  They  settled  at 
Montrose,  Lee  County,  soon  after  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished.  Mr. 
Skinner  lived  in  Iowa  under  four  ditferent  governments:  Michigan.  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa,  Territorial,  and  the  Iowa  State  government.  With  his 
brother,  W.  W.  Skinner,  he  established  a  j>low  factory  at  Davenport  in  ear- 
ly days,  and  in  1855  they  removed  their  establishment  to  Des  Moines  where 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  was  successfully  carried  on.  D.  D.  Skinner 
has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Central  Church  of  Christ.  He  was  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  by  all  of  the  old  residents  of  the  Capital  City  where  he  lived  so 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT.  673 

Dtkb  Ubheb,  who  died  at  Covington,  in  Linn  County,  on  the  11th  of  De- 
cember, waa  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  the  Cedar  Valley.  He  emigrated 
from  New  York  in  an  early  day,  first  settling  in  Ohio,  when  that  was  a  new 
country.  About  the  year  1836  he  moved  to  the  then  far  west,  and  took  up 
a  claim  near  Moscow,  in  what  is  now  Muscatine  County.  In  1839  Mr.  Usher 
moved  up  the  Cedar  Valley,  six  miles  north  of  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  es- 
tablished "Usher's  Ferry"  across  the  river.  He  lived  on  good  terms  with 
the  Musquakie  Indians,  with  whom  he  often  hunted,  and  carried  on  a  large 
trade  for  many  years.  They  called  hlra  Nisheshin  Schomokoman,  which  sig- 
nifies "good  white  man."  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  the  early  settler,  tall, 
straight  and  well  proportioned.  He  possessed  an  iron  constitution,  and 
dressed  in  the  garb  of  the  hunters  of  that  period.  He  might  have  been  the 
model  for  the  bronze  figure  of  the  pioneer  in  the  group  which  stands  at 
the  west  entrance  of  the  Capitol  grounds.  He  was  as  expert  with  the  old 
muzzle-loading,  flint-lock  rifle  as  Daniel  Boone  or  David  Crockett,  and  was 
proud  of  his  skill  with  that  weapon  which  especially  belonged  to  his  era 
of  American  frontier  life. 

Captain  W.  F.  Vermilion,  of  Center ville,  died  at  his  home,  December 
28,  after  a  brief  illness.  He  wns  an  early  settler  in  Appanoose  County,  hav- 
ing located  at  Iconiuni  in  18.57.  He  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Company 
F,  in  the  3fith  Regiment  of  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  early  in  1862,  and 
served  gallantly  through  the  rebellion.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Centerville,  and  in  1869  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  useful  legislator  and  acquired  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  the  State  during  his  term  of  four  years. 

Amelia  Jenks  Bloomer,  who  died  at  her  home  in  Council  Blufifs,  Decem- 
ber 30,  acquired  world-wide  fame  »is  a  dress-reformer  nearly  half  a  century 
ago.  She  was  born  in  Cortland  County,  New  York,  in  1818,  and  when  a 
girl  of  nineteen,  became  interented  inthe  pioneer  movement  then  being  or- 
ganized to  secure  an  enlargement  of  the  rights  of  women.  In  this  work  she 
became  associated  with  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Abby 
Kelley,  and  other  leaders  of  the  movement.  In  1840  Amelia  Jenks  married 
D.  C  Bloomer,  a  lawyer  residing  at  Seneca  Falls,  and  soon  after  began  to 
write  for  the  press  in  advocacy  of  women's  rights.  In  1849  she  established 
a  semi  monthly  paper,  "The  Lilly,"  devoted  to  temperance  and  the  rights 
of  women.  It  was  ably  conducted  and  soon  reached  a  circulation  of  over 
4,000.  Mrs.  Bloomer  was  a  good  public  speaker  and  for  many  years  lec- 
tured upon  the  two  reforms  in  which  she  was  so  deeply  interested.  She 
was  for  several  years  associate  editor  of  The  Western  Home  Journal,  a  lit- 
erary weekly.  About  the  year  18.51  a  friend  of  hers,  Elizabetli  Smith  Mill- 
er, (a  daughter  of  Gerrit  Smith)  appeared  in  public  dressed  in  a  costume 
of  her  own  invention,  consisting  of  skirts  reaching  but  little  below  the 
knee  and  wide  Turkish  trousers  gathered  at  the  ankle.  Mrs.  Bloomer  soon 
after  adopted  the  new  costume  and  advocated  it  as  a  needed  sanitary  re- 
form in  women's  dress.  The  public  named  the  new  costume  "The  Bloom- 
er." For  several  years  the  dress  reform  found  many  advocates  and  patrons 
among  women,  but  it  was  neither  graceful  nor  becoming,  and  ridicule  and 
fashion  were  weapons  too  powerful  for  it.  "The  Bloomers"  gradually  dis- 
appeared and  the  woman  who  was  not  the  inventor  found  her  name  insep- 
arably attached  to  the  costume  which  she  discarded  many  years  before. 
Mrs.  B'ooiiier  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Iowa  Woman's  Sutfrage  As- 
sociation, and  its  president  for  some  time.  When  she  began  her  work  in 
18t5  for  the  rights  of  women,  but  three  occupations  were  open  to  them, 
viz.,  housework,  sewing  and  teaching.  She  lived  to  see  them  admitted  into 
almost  any  occupation  they  may  choose,  elected  to  various  public  oflices, 
and  wholly  or  partially  enfranchised  in  a  large  number  of  States  and  na- 
tions. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bloomer  lived  forty-one  years  in  the  beautiful  home 
they  selected  in  early  days  on  the  bluflf  outlooking  the  great  Missouri  valley 
and  city  of  Omaha,  There  they  celebrated  a  happy  golden  weddingff5uT^^T^ 
years  ago,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.      Digitized  bf>^VJ^^^lV^ 
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